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NINTH  REPORT 


im  tte  Select  Comi£Ittee  (of  the  Ilouae  of  Common*) 
appointed  to  take  ioto  consideration  the  state  of  tho  Ad- 
miniatration  of  Justice  in  the  provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahnr, 
and  Orissa,  and  to  report  the  same,  aa  it  shall  appear  to 
them,  to  the  House  ;  with  their  observations  thei-^upon  ; 
and  who  were  instructed  to  consider  how  the  British  Poa- 
Bessions  in  the  East  Indies  may  bo  held  and  governed  with 
the  greatest  security  and  advantage  to  this  Country  ;  and 
by  what  means  the  happiness  of  the  Native  Inhabitants 
may  be  beat  promoted. — (25th  June,  1783.) 


L— OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  STATE  OF  THE  COMPANY'S 
AFFAIRS  IN  INDIA. 

Iv  order  to  enable  the  House  to  adopt  the  most  proper 
means  for  regulating  the  British  government  in  India,  mid 
for  promoting  the  happiness  of  the  natives,  who  live  under 
its  authority  or  influence,  your  committee  hold  it  expedient 
to  collect,  into  distinct  points  of  view,  the  circumstances,  by 
which  that  government  appears  to  them  to  be  most  essen- 
tially disordered ;  and  to  explain  fully  the  principles  of  po- 
licy, and  the  course  of  conduct,  by  which  the  natives  of  all 
ranks  and  orders  have  been  reduced  to  their  present  state  of 
depression  and  misery. 

Your  committee  have  endeavoured  to  perform  this  task  in 
plain  and  popular  language,  knowing  that  nothing  has  ahen- 
ated  the  House  from  inquiries,  absolutely  necesaarj'  for  the 
performance  of  one  of  the  most  essential  of  aU  its  dutiea>  so 
much  as  tha_±eehnical  language  of  the  Conipany's  records;  ' 
as  the  Indian  names  of  persons,  of  offices,  of  the  tenure  and 
qualities  of  estates,  and  of  all  the  varied  branches  of  theur 
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iutricate  revenue.  This  language  la,  indeed,  of  necessary  uso 
in  the  exerutive  department  of  the  Company's  aflaira ;  but 
it  is  not  necesaary  to  parhament.  A  language,  ao  foreign 
from  all  the  ideas  and  habits  of  the  far  greater  part  of  the 
memhiTs  of  thie  Houac,  has  a  tendency  to  disgust  them  "with 
ull  sorts  of  inquiry  concerning  this  subject.  They  are 
fatigued  into  such  a  despair  uf  ever  obtaining  a  competent 
knowledge  of  the  transactions  in  India,  that  they  are  easily 
persuaded  to  remand  them  back  to  that  obacurity,  mystery, 
and  intrigue,  out  of  which  they  have  been  forced  upon  pub- 
lic notice  by  the  calamities  arising  from  their  eitreme  mia- 
management.  This  mismanagement  has  itself  (as  your  com- 
mittee conceive)  in  a  great  measure  arisen  from  dark  cabala, 
and  secret  suggestiona  to  persona  in  power,  without  a  regu- 
lar publiii  inquiry  into  the  good  or  ev\\  tendency  of  any 
measure,  or  into  the  merit  or  demerit  of  any  person  iow^J 
trusted  with  the  Company's  concerns.  ^| 

The  plan  adopted  by  your  Committee  :a,  first, 
to  consider  the  law  regulating  the  Eaat  India 
Company,  aa  it  now  atauds;  and  secondly,  to 
inquire  into  the  circumatancea  of  the  two  great 
linka  of  connexion,  by  which  the  territorial  poa- 
aeasions  in  India  aro  united  to  this  kingdom ; 
namely,  the  Company's  commerce  ;  and  the  government  ex- 
ercised under  the  charter,  and  under  acts  of  parliament.  The 
la«t  of  these  objects,  tlie  commerce,  is  taken  m  two  points  of 
view,  the  external,  or  the  direct  trade  between  India  and 
Europe ;  and  the  internal,  that  is  to  say,  the  trade  of  Ben 
gal,  in  all  the  articles  of  produce  and  manufacture,  which  ^ 
furnish  the  Company's  iui.estment.  ^| 

The  government  is  considered  by  your  committee  under 
the  like  descriptions  of  internal  and  external.  The  internal 
regards  the  eommimication  between  the  court  of  directors 
and  their  servants  in  Iiidia  ;  the  management  of  the  revenue  j 
the  expeuditiue  of  public  money  ;  the  civil  administration  j 
the  admuiistration  of  justice  ;  and  the  state  of  the  army. — 
The  external  regarda,  first,  the  conduct  and  maxims  of  tho 
Company's  government  with  respect  to  the  native  princes 
and  people  dependent  on  tLic  British  authority ;  and  next,  ^ 
the  proceedings  with  regard  to  those  native  powers,  which  ^ 
are  wholly  iuilepeudeut  of  the  Company.      But  your  coni> 
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mittee's  observations  on  the  last  division  extend  to  those 
matters  only,  which  are  not  coraprehended  in  the  Eeport  of 
the  Committee  of  Secrecy.  Under  these  heads,  your  com- 
mittee refer  to  the  most  leading  particulars  of  abuse,  which 
prevail  in  the  administration  of  India ;  deviating  only  from 
this  order,  where  the  abuses  are  of  a  complicated  nature,  and 
where  one  cannot  be  well  considered  independently  of  several 
others. 

Your  committee  observe,  that  this  is  the  second  sewnd  at- 
attempt  made  by  parliament  for  the  reformation  5«>npi  maJe 

r        .  JV  by  parliament 

oi  abuses  m  the  Lorapany  s  government.  It  ap-  for  a  r^fonna- 
peara  therefore  to  them  a  necessary  preliminarj'  *'""■ 
to  this  second  undertaking,  to  consider  the  cataes,  which,  in 
their  opinion,  have  produced  the  failure  of  the  first;  that  tho 
defects  of  the  original  plan  may  be  supplied ;  its  errors  cor- 
rected ;  and  such  useful  regulations,  as  were  then  adopted, 
may  be  further  explained,  enlarged,  and  enforced. 

The  first  design  of  this  kind  was  formed  in  the 
session  of  the  year  1773.  In  that  year,  parlia-  ^SSSn'ms!* 
ment,  taking  up  the  oonsidcration  of  the  afiaira 
of  India,  through  two  of  its  committees,  collected  a  very 
great  bodv  of  detmls  concerning  the  interior  economy  of  the 
Company  s  possessions ;  and  concerning  many  particulars  of 
abuse,  which  prevailed  at  the  time  when  those  committees 
made  their  ample  and  iiistructive  reports.  But  it  does  not 
appear,  that  the  body  of  regulations  enacted  in  that  year, 
tnat  is,  iji  the  Eaat-Iudia  act  of  the  thirteenth  of  hia  Ma- 
jesty's reign,  were  altogether  grounded  on  that  information  ; 
but  were  adopted  rather  on  probable  speculations,  and  general 
ideas  of  good  policy  and  good  government.  New  establish- 
ments, civil  and  judicial,  were  therefore  formed  at  a  very 
great  expense,  and  with  much  complexity  of  constitution. 
Checks  and  counter-checks  of  all  kinds  were  contrived  in  tb-^ 
execution,  as  well  as  in  the  formation,  of  this  system,  ir. 
which  all  tbe  existing  authorities  of  this  kingdom  had  a 
share  :  for  parliament  appointed  the  members  of  the  presid- 
ing part  of  the  new  establishment ;  the  crown  appointed  the 
judicial :  and  the  Company  preserved  the  nomination  of  the 
other  officers.  So  that  if  the  act  has  not  fully  answered  its 
purposes,  the  failure  cannot  be  attributed  to  any  want  of 
officers  of  every  deacripcion,  or  to  the  deficiency  of  any  mtdo 
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of  patronage  in  their  appointment.     The  cause  must  be 
Bouglit  elBewhere.  ^h 

Powers  snd  The  oct  bad  in  its  view  (independentlj  <^H 

oM7?a  «id*     BCTeral  detached  regulations)  five  fundamental 

the  effects  object 8  : 

rtereof.  j^g^^  fpjjg  reformation  of  the  court  of  proprie^M 

tors  of  the  East  India  Company :  ^| 

2dly,  A  new  model  of  the  court  of  directors,  and  an  en* 
forcement  of  their  authority  over  the  aervanta  abroad : 

3dly,  The  eetabliahment  of  a  court  of  justice  capable  of 
protectuig  the  natives  from  the  opproaeions  of  British  aub- 
jecta : 

4thly,  The  estahhshment  of  a  general  coimcil  to  be  seated 
in  Bengal,  whose  authdrity  should,  in  many  particulars,  ex<^| 
tend  over  all  the  British  settlementa  in  India :  ^| 

Sthly,  To  furnish  the  miniaters  of  the  crown  with  con- 
stant information  concerning  the  whole  of  the  Company'B 
correspondence  with  India,  in  order  that  they  might  be  en- 
abled to  inspect  the  conduct  of  the  directora  and  servants, 
and  to  watch  over  the  execution  of  all  parts  of  the  act ;  that 
they  might  be  furnished  with  matter  to  lay  before  parlia- 
ment from  time  tti  time,  according  as  the  state  of  thinga 
should  render  regulation  or  animadversion  neceasary. 

The  first  object  of  the  policy  of  this  act  waa 
^"ftietoxi^     to  improve  the  constitution  of  the  court  of  pro- 
prietors.    In  this  case,  as  in  almost  all  the  rest, 
the  remedy  was  not  applied  directly  to  the  disease.     The 
complaint  was,  that  fections  in  the  court  of  proprietora  had 
shown,  in  several  instances,  a  disposition  to  support  the  ser- 
vants of  the  Company  agaiuHt  the  juat  cocrcmn  and  legal 
prosecution  of  the  directors,     Instead  of  applying  a  correo- 
tive  to  the  distemper,  a  change  was  proposed  in  the  consti- 
tution.    By  this  reform,  it  was  presumed,  that  an  interest 
would  arise  in  the  general  court  more  indcpcudent  in  itself^ 
and  more  connected  with  the  commercial  prosperity  of  the 
Company.     Under  the  new  constitution,  no  pro- 
bation!^'""     prietor,   not  possessed   of  a  thousand  pounds 
capital  stock,  waa  permitted  to  vote  in  the  ge- 
neral court :  before  the  act,  five  hundred  pounds  was  a  suffi- 
cient qualification  for  one  vote;  and  no  value  gave  more. 
But  Ba  the  lower  claaeeB  were  disabled,  the  power  waa  in- 
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creased  in  the  higher :  proprietora  of  three  thousand  potinds 
were  allowed  two  votes ;  those  of  six  thousand  were  entitled 
to  three ;  ten  thousand  pounds  was  made  the  qualification 
for  four.  The  votes  were  thus  regulated  in  the  scale  and 
gradation  of  property.  On  this  scale,  and  on  some  pro- 
visions to  prevent  occasional  qualiticationa,  and  splitting  of 
votes,  the  whole  reformation  rested. 

Several  essential  points,  however,  seem  to  have  been  omit- 
ted or  misunderstood.  No  regulation  was  mado  to  abolish 
the  pernicious  custom  of  voting  by  ballot;  by 
means  of  which,  acts  of  the  highest  concern  to 
the  Company,  and  to  the  state,  might  be  done  hy  individuals 
with  perfect  impunity :  and  even  the  body  itself  might  he 
Buhjected  to  a  forofeiture  of  all  its  privileges  for  defaults  of 
persons,  who,  so  far  from  being  under  control,  could  not  be 
80  much  as  known  in  any  mode  of  legal  cognizance.  No- 
thing was  done,  or  attempted,  to  prevent  the  operation  of 
the  interest  of  delinquent  servants  of  the  Com-  ^^^^^  interest 
pany,  in  the  general  coxu^,  by  which  they  might 
even  come  to  be  their  own  judges;  and  m  effect,  under  an- 
other description,  to  become  the  masters  in  that  body,  which 
ought  to  govern  them.  Nor  was  anything  provided  to  se- 
cure the  independency  of  the  proprietory  Dody  from  the 
various  exterior  interests,  by  which  it  might  be  disturbed, 
and  diverted  from  tlie  conservation  of  that  pecuniary  con- 
cern, which  the  act  laid  down  aa  the  sole  security  for  pre- 
venting a  collusion  between  the  general  court  and  the 
powerful  delinquent  servants  in  India.  The  whole  of  the 
regulations  concerning  the  court  of  jiroprietora  relied  upon 
two  principles,  which  have  often  proved  fallacioua  ;  namely, 
that  small  numbers  were  a  security  against  faction  and  dis- 
order; and,  that  integrity  of  conduct  would  follow  the 
greater  property.  In  no  case  could  these  principles  be  less  de- 
pended upon  than  in  the  affairs  of  the  East-India  Company, 
However,  by  wholly  cutting  off  the  lower,  and  adding  to  the 
power  of  the  higher,  classes,  it  was  supposed,  that  the  higher 
would  keep  their  money  in  that  fund  to  make  profit ;  that 
the  vote  would  be  a  secondary  couaideration,  and  no  more 
than  a  guard  to  the  property ;  and  that  therefore  any  abuse, 
which  tended  to  depreciate  the  value  of  their  stock,  would 
be  warmly  resented  by  such  proprietora. 
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If  the  ill  effects  of  every  mistlcmciinour  in  tlic  Company's 
Bcnice  were  to  be  immtdiaie,  nrid  li;id  a  tendency  to  lower 
the  value  of  the  stock,  something  might  justly  be  expected 
from  the  pe<-iiniary  security  taken  by  the  act.  But  from  the 
then  state  of  thiugs,  it  was  more  than  probable,  that  pro- 
ceedingH,  nibioiis  to  the  permanent  intprost  of  the  Conipajiy, 
might  commence  in  great  lucrative  advantages.  Against 
this  evil  large  pecuniar)-^  interests  were  rather  the  reverse  of 
a  remedy.  Accordingly  the  Company's  seri'ants  have  ever 
since  covered  over  the  worst  oppressions  of  the  people  under 
their  government,  and  the  must  cruel  and  wanton  ravages  of 
all  the  neighbouring  countries,  by  holding  out,  and  for  a 
time  actually  realizing,  additions  ot  revenue  to  the  territorial 
funda  of  the  Compaiiy,  and  great  quantities  of  valuable 
goods  to  their  investment. 

But  tills  conaideration  of  mere  income  (what- 
^  **"'  ever  weight  it  might  have)  could  not  be  the 
first  object  of  a  proprietor,  in  a  body  so  cii-cuiaatanced.  The 
East-lTidiji  Company  is  not  like  the  Bank  of  England^  a 
^ere  monied  society  for  the  sole  purpose  of  the  preservation 
or  improvement  ot  their  capital :  and  therefore,  everj^  at* 
tempt  to  regulate  it  upon  the  same  principles  must  inevitably 
fail.  When  it  is  considered,  that  a  certain  share  in  the 
stock  gives  a  share  in  the  government  of  ao  vast  an  empire, 
■with  auch  a  boundless  patronage,  civil,  military,  marine, 
commercial,  and  financial,  in  every  department  of  which  such 
fortunes  have  been  made,  as  could  be  made  nowhere  else,  it 
is  impossible  not  to  perceive,  that  capitals,  fiir  auperior  to 
any  qualifications  appointed  to  proprietors,  or  even  to  di- 
rectors, woidd  readily  bo  laid  out  for  a  participation  in  that 
power.  The  India  proprietor,  therefore,  vrill  always  be,  in 
the  first  insttuice,  a  politician ;  and  the  bolder  hie  enterprise, 
and  the  more  con-upt  his  views,  the  leaa  htU  be  his  con- 
eiderution  of  the  price  to  be  paid  for  compassing  them.  The 
new  regulations  did  not  reduce  the  number  so  low  as  not  to 
.eave  the  assembly  still  liable  to  all  the  disorder,  which 
might  be  supposed  to  arise  from  multitude.  But,  if  the 
principle  had  been  well  established,  and  well  executed,  a 
much  greater  inconveniency  grew  out  of  the  reform  than 
that  which  had  attended  the  old  abuae ;  for  if  tumult  and 
disorder  be  lessened  by  reducing  the  number  of  proprietors, 


I 


I 


OK  THE   ATFAIBS   OT   1M)IA. 


irate  cabal  and  intri^e  are  facilitated,  at  least,  in  an  equal 
Bgree ;  and  it  is  cabal  and  corruption,  ratber  than  disorder 
id  confusion,  that  were  most  to  be  dreaded  in  transacting 
le  affairs  of  India.  Whilst  the  votes  of  the  snirdler  pro- 
prietors continued,  a  door  was  left  open  for  the  public  sense 
enter  into  that  society :  since  that  door  has  been  closed, 
the  proprietory  has  become  (even  more  than  formerly)  an 
^gregate  of  private  interests,  whicli  subsist  at  the  expense 
»f  the  collective  body.  At  the  moment  of  this  revolution  in 
be  proprietory,  as  it  might  naturally  be  expected,  those, 
rho  had  either  no  very  particular  iuterest  in  their  vote,  or 
but  a  petty  object  to  pui*8ue,  immediately  disqualified ;  but 
those,  who  were  deeply  interested  in  the  Company's  patron- 
age; those,  who  were  concerned  in  the  supply  of  ships,  and 
of  the  other  inuiimerable  objects,  required  tor  their  inuiiense 
establishments ;  those,  who  were  engaged  in  contracts  with 
the  treasury,  admiralty,  and  ordnance,  together  with  the 
clerks  in  public  offices,  found  means  of  securing  qualifica- 
tions at  the  enlarged  standard.  All  these  composed  a  much 
greater  pro]X)rtion  than  formerly  they  had  done  of  the  pro- 
prietory body. 

Against  the  great,  predominant,  radical  corruption  of  the 
court  of  proprietors,  the  raising  the  qualification  proved  no 
sort  of  remedy.  The  return  of  the  Company's  servants  into 
Europe  poured  in  a  constant  supply  of  proprietors,  whose 
ability  to  purchase  the  highest  qualifications  for  themselves, 
their  agents,  and  dependents,  could  not  be  dubious.  And 
this  latter  deseriptiuu  form  a  very  consulenible,  and  bv  far 
the  most  active  and  efficient,  part  of  that  body.  To  acid  to 
the  votes,  which  is  adding  to  the  power,  in  proportion  to  the 
wealth,  of  men,  whose  very  ofTencea  were  supposed  to  consist 
in  acts,  which  lead  to  the  acquisition  of  enormous  riclies,  ap- 
pears by  no  means  a  well-considered  method  of  checking  ra- 
pacitv  and  oppression.  In  proportion  as  these  intcresta  pre- 
vailed, the  means  of  cabal,  of  concealuient,  and  of  corrupt 
confederacy,  became  fur  more  easy  than  before.  Accord- 
ingly, there  was  no  fault  with  respect  to  the  Company's  go- 
vernment over  its  servants,  charged  or  chargeable  on  the 
general  court  as  it  originalfy  stood,  of  which,  since  the  re- 
torm,  it  lias  not  beea  notoriously  guilty.  It  was  not,  there- 
fore, a  matter  of  aui^jrise  to  your  committee,  that  the  general 
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court,  BO  eompoBed,  lias  at  length  grown  to  sucli  a  degree  of 
contempt  both  of  its  duty  and  of  the  permanent  interest  of 
the  whole  corporation,  as  to  put  itself  into  open  defiance  of 
the  salutary  admonitiona  of  this  House,  given  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  asserting  and  enforcing  the  legal  authority  of  tneir 
own  body  over  their  own  servants. 

The  failure  iu  this  part  of  the  reform  of  1773  is  not  stated 
by  your  committee  as  recommending  a  return  to  the  ancient 
conatitution  of  the  Company,  which  was  nearly  as  far  as  the 
new  from  containing  any  principle  tending  to  the  prevention 
or  remedy  of  abuses ;  but  to  point  out  the  probable  failure 
of  any  future  regulations,  which  do  not  apply  directly  to  the 
grievance,  but  which  may  be  taken  up  aa  experiments  to  as- 
certain theoriea  of  the  operations  of  councils  formed  of 
greater  or  iesaer  numbers,  or  svich  as  shall  be  composea  of 
men  of  more  or  less  opulence,  or  of  interests  of  newer  or 
longer  standing,  or  concerning  the  distribution  of  power  to 
various  descriptions  or  profesaious  of  men,  or  of  the  election 
to  office  by  one  authority,  rather  than  another. 

The  second  object  of  the  act  was  the  court  of 

director/,  directors.  Under  the  arrangement  of  the  year 
1773,  that  court  appeared  to  have  its  authority 
much  strengthened.  It  was  made  leas  dependent  than 
formerly  upon  its  constituents  the  proprietory.  The  dura- 
tion of  the  directors  in  office  was  rendered  more  permanent, 
and  the  tenure  itself  diversified  by  a  varied  and  rutricate  rot- 
ation. At  the  same  time  their  authority  was  held  high  over 
their  servants  of  aU  descriptions ;  and  the  only  rule  pre- 
scribed to  the  council-general  of  Bengal,  in  the  exercise  of 
the  large  and  ill-defined  powers  given  to  them,  was,  that  they 
were  to  yield  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  court  of  di- 
rectors. As  to  the  court  of  directors  itsell",  it  was  left  with 
very  little  regulation.  The  custom  of  ballot,  infinitely  the 
most  mischievous  in  a  body  possessed  of  all  the  ordinary  exe- 
cutive powerSj  was  atill  left ;  and  your  committee  have  found 
the  ill  effects  of  this  practice  in  the  course  of  their  inquiries. 
Nothing  was  done  to  oblige  the  directors  to  attend  to  the 
promotion  of  their  servants  accordbg  to  their  rank  and 
merits.  In  judging  of  those  merits,  nothing  was  done  to 
bind  them  to  any  observation  of  what  appeared  on  their  re- 
cords.    Nothing  waa  done  to  compel  them  to  prosecution  or 
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complaint  where  delinquency  became  visible.  The  act  indeed 
prescribed,  that  no  servaat  of  the  Company  abroad  should  be 
eligible  into  the  direction  until  two  years  aiter  his  return  to 
England.  But  as  tbia  regulation  rather  presumes  than  pro- 
vides for  an  inquiry  into  their  conduct,  a  very  ordinary  neg- 
lect in  the  court  of  directors  might  easily  defeat  it,  and  a 
short  remission  might  iii  this  particular  operate  as  a  total 
indemnity.  In  fact,  however,  the  sen'ants  have  of  late  sel- 
dom attempted  a  seat  ia  the  direction ;  an  attempt,  which 
might  possibly  rouse  a  dormant  epirit  of  iuquiry ;  but  satis- 
fied with  an  interest  in  the  proprietor}',  they  have,  through 
that  name,  brought  the  direction  very  much  uJider  their  own 
control. 

As  to  the  general  authority  of  the  court  of  directors,  there 
is  reason  to  apprehend,  that  on  the  whole  it  was  somewhat 
degraded  by  the  act,  whose  professed  purpose  was  to  exalt 
it ;  and  that  the  only  eftect  of  the  parliamentary  saiiction  to 
their  orders  has  been,  that  along  with  those  orders  the  law 
of  the  laud  has  been  despised  and  trampled  under  foot.  The 
directors  were  not  auifered  either  to  nominate  or  to  remove 
those,  whom  they  were  empowered  to  instruct ;  firom  masters 
they  were  reduced  to  the  situation  of  complainantB ;  a  situa- 
tion, the  imbecility  of  which  no  laws  or  regulations  could 
wholly  alter;  and  when  the  directors  were  afterwards  re- 
storea  in  some  degree  to  their  ancient  power,  on  the  expir- 
ation of  the  lease  given  to  their  principal  serf  anta,  it  became 
impossible  for  tbem  to  recover  any  degree  of  their  ancient 
respect,  even  if  they  had  not,  in  the  mean  time,  been  so  mo- 
delled as  to  be  entirely  free  from  aU  ambition  of  that  sort. 

From  that  period  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors  became 
so  habitually  despised  by  their  servants  abroad,  and  at  length 
to  be  so  little  regarded  even  by  themselves,  that  this  contempt 
of  orderaforms  almostthe  whole  subject-matter  of  the  volumin- 
ous reports  of  two  of  your  committees.  If  any  doubt  how- 
ever remains  concerning  the  cause  of  this  fatal  dechne  of  tho 
authority  of  the  court  of  directors,  no  doubt  whatsoever  can 
remain  of  the  fact  itself,  nor  of  the  total  lailure  of  one  of  the 
great  leading  Tcgiilationa  of  the  act  of  1773. 

The  third  object  was  a  new  judicial  arrange-  g„pjgjng 
ment ;  the  chief  purpose  of  which  was  to  form  court  or  judi 
a  strong  and  solid  security  for  tho  natives  againat  ''**^*- 
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the  wrongs  and  oppressions  of  Britisli  subjects  reaident  in 
Bengal,  An  operose  and  espcnsive  eatabliijhmeiit  of  a  au-  ^ 
preme  court  was  imide,  and  cbai'ged  upon  the  revenues  ot^M 
the  country.  Tlie  charter  of  justice  was  by  the  twt  left  to^' 
the  crown,  as  well  as  the  appointment  of  the  magisti'ates. 
The  defect  in  the  institution  seemed  to  be  tMs;  that  no  rule 
was  laid  down,  either  in  the  act  or  the  charter,  by  which 
the  court  waa  to  judge.  No  descriptions  of  offenders,  or 
Bpecics  of  delinquency,  were  properly  ascertained  according 
to  the  nature  of  the  place,  or  to  the  prevalent  mode  of  abuse. 
Proviflion  waa  made  for  the  administration  of  justice  in  the 
remotest  part  of  Hindostau,  aa  if  it  were  a  province  in  Great 
Britain.  Your  committee  liave  long  had  the  constitution 
and  conduct  of  tliia  court  before  them ;  and  they  have  not 
yet  been  able  to  discover  very  few  instances  (not  one,  that 
appears  to  tkem  of  leading  importance)  of  relief  given  to  the 
natives  against  the  cormptiona  or  oppreasiona  of  British 
Bubjecta  in  power ;  though  they  do  find  one  very  strong  and 
marked  instance  of  the  judges  having  employed  an  unwar- 
rantable extension  or  application  of  the  municipal  law  of  ^ 
England,  to  destroy  a  peraon  of  the  highest  rank  among  V 
those  natives,  whom  they  were  sent  to  protect.  One  cireum- 
etauce  rendered  the  proceeding  in  this  case  fatal  to  all  the 
good  purposes,  for  wnicli  the  court  had  been  established.  The 
Buflferer  (the  Kajah  Nundcomar)  appears,  at  the  very  time  of 
this  extraordinary  prosecution,  a  discoverer  of  some  particu- 
lars of  illicit  gain  then  charged  upon  Mr.  Hastings,  the  govem- 
or-generaL  Although  in  ordinary  cases,  and  in  some  leaser 
instances  of  grievance,  it  is  very  probable,  that  this  court  has 
done  its  duty,  and  has  been,  aa  every  court  must  be,  of  some 
service ;  yet  one  example  of  this  kind  must  do  more  towards 
deterring  the  natives  from  complaint,  and  consequently  from 
the  meana  of  redress,  than  many  deeisiona  favourable  to  thorn, 
in  the  ordinary  course  of  proceeding,  can  do  for  their  en- 
couragement and  relief.  So  far  aa  your  committee  have  been 
able  to  discover,  the  court  has  been  generally  terrible  to  the 
natives,  and  has  distracted  the  government  of  the  Company,  h 
without  substantially  reforming  any  one  of  its  abuses.  H 

This  court,  which  in  its  coustitution  seems  not  to  have 
had  sufficiently  in  \new  the  necessities  of  the  people,  fop 
whose  relief  it  was  intended,  and  waa,  or  thought   itself^ 
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rand,  in  some  instances,  to  too  strict  an  adherence  to  the 
forms  and  rules  of  Euglish  practice,  in  others  was  framed 
upon  principles,  pcrha])s,  too  remote  from  the  constitution 
ot  English  trihunals.  By  the  usual  course  of  English  prac- 
tice, the  far  greater  part  of  the  redress  to  be  obtained  againbt 
oppresaiona  of  power  is  by  process  in  the  nature  of  civil  ac- 
tions. In  these  a  trial  by  jury  is  a  necessary  part,  with  re- 
gard to  the  finding  the  offence,  and  to  the  assessment  of  the 
damages.  Both  these  were,  in  the  charter  of  justice,  left 
entirely  to  the  judges.  It  was  presumed,  and  not  wholly 
without  reason,  that  the  British  aubjects  were  liable  to  fall 
into  factions  and  combinations,  in  order  to  support  them- 
selves in  the  abusea  of  au  authority,  of  which  every  man 
might,  in  his  turn,  become  a  sharer.  And  with  regard  to 
the  natives,  it  was  presumed,  (perhaps  a  little  too  htiatily,) 
that  they  were  not  capable  of  sharing  in  tlie  i'unctious  of 
jurors.  But  it  was  not  foreseen,  that  the  judges  were  also 
liable  to  he  engaged  in  the  factions  of  the  settlement :  and 
if  they  should  ever  happen  to  be  so  engaged,  that  the  native 
people  were  then  without  that  remedy,  which  obviously  lay 
in  the  clause,  that  the  court  and  jury,  tluvngh  both  liable  to 
bias,  might  not  easily  unite  in  the  same  identical  act  of  in- 
justice. Tour  committee,  on  full  inquiry,  are  of  opinion, 
that  the  use  of  juries  is  neither  impracticable  nor  darigerota 
in  Bengal. 

Tour  committee  refer  to  their  report,  made  in  the  year 
1781,  for  the  manner  in  which,  this  court  attempting  to  ex- 
tend its  jurisdiction,  and  falling  with  extreme  severity  on  the 
native  magistrates,  a  violent  contest  arose  between  the  Eng- 
lish judges  and  the  English  civil  authority.  This  authority 
calling  in  the  military  arm  (by  a  most  dangerous  example) 
overpowered,  and  for  a  while  suspended,  the  functions  of  that 
court ;  but  at  length  those  functions,  which  were  suspended 
by  the  quarrel  of  the  parties,  were  destroyed  by  their  recon- 
ciliation, and  by  the  arraagementH  made  in  consequence  of 
it.  By  these  the  court  was  virtuixlly  annihilated ;  or,  if  aub- 
stautially  it  exists,  it  is  to  be  apprehended,  it  exists  only  for 
purposes  very  different  from  those  of  its  institution. 

The  fourth  object  of  the  act  of  1773  was  the  council-gene- 
ral. This  institution  was  luteiuled  to  produce  uniformity, 
consistency,  and  the  effective  co-operation  of  aU  the  settle* 


12 


EZPOET   OF  A  COMMITTEE 


mentfl  in  their  common  defence.  By  the  ancient  conatitution 
of  the  Company'a  foreign  settlements  they  were  each  of  them 
under  the  orders  of  a  president,  or  chief,  and  a  coiincij,  more 
or  fewer,  according  to  the  diaeretion  of  the  Company ;  among 
those,  parliament  (probahly  on  account  of  the  largenesB  of 
the  territorial  acquisitiona,  rather  than  the  conveniency  of 
the  situation)  choae  Bengal,  for  the  residence  of  the  con- 
trolling power ;  and,  dissolving  the  preeidency,  appointed  a 
new  establishment  upon  a  plan  somewhat  similar  to  that 
•which  had  prevailed  before;  but  the  number  was  smaller. 
This  eatabHahment  was  composed  of  a  governor-general,  and 
four  counaellora,  all  named  in  the  act  of  parliament.  They 
were  to  hold  their  offices  for  five  years ;  after  which  term  the 
patronage  was  to  revert  to  the  court  of  directors.  In  the 
mean  time  such  vacancies  as  should  happen  were  to  be  filled 
by  that  court,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  crown.  The  first 
governor-general  and  one  of  the  counsellors  had  been  old 
fiervants  to  the  Company,  the  others  were  new  men. 

On  this  new  arrangement,  the  courts  of  proprietors  and 
directors  considered  the  details  of  commerce  aa  not  perfectly 
consistent  with  the  enlarged  sphere  of  duty,  and  the  reduced 
number  of  the  council.  Therefore,  to  relieve  them  from  thia 
burthen,  they  iustituted  a  new  office,  called  the  Board  of 
Tirade,  for  the  subordinate  management  of  theii-  commercial 
concerns ;  and  appointed  eleven  of  their  senior  servants  to 
fiU  the  commission. 

The  powers  given  by  the  act  to  the  new 
l>owet«°to  go-  governor-general  and  council  bad  for  their  di- 
vernor-generai  rect  object  the  kingdom  of  Bengal  and  its  de- 
pendencies. Within  that  sphere  (and  it  is  not 
a  small  one)  their  authority  extended  over  all  the  Company's 
concemSj  of  whatever  description.  In  matters  of  peace  and 
war  it  aeems  to  have  been  meant,  that  the  other  presidencies 
should  be  subordinate  to  their  board.  But  the  law  is  loose 
and  defective  where  it  profesBes  to  restrain  the  subordinate 
presidencies  from  making  war  without  the  consent  and  ap- 
probation of  the  supremo  council.  They  are  left  free  to  act 
without  it  in  cases  of  imminent  necessity,  or,  where  theif  shall 
have  received  special  orders  from  the  Company.  The  first  ex- 
ception leaves  it  open  to  the  aubordinate  to  judge  of  the 
necessity  of  measures,  which,  when  taken,  bind  or  involve 
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the  superior :  the  second  refers  a  queation  of  peace  or  war 
to  two  jurisdictions,  which  may  give  different  judjj^ments. 
In  I  hoth  instances  cases  in  point  have  occurred.  With  re- 
gard to  their  local  administratioa,  their  powers  were  exceed- 
mgij  and  dongerouely  loose  and  undetermined.  Their 
powers  were  not  given  directly,  but  in  words  of  reference, 
in  which  neither  the  objects  related  to,  nor  the  mode  of  the 
relation,  were  sufficiently  expressed.  Tlieir  legislative  and 
executive  capacities  were  not  so  accurately  drawn,  and 
marked  by  such  strong  and  penal  lines  of  distinction,  as  to 
keep  these  capacities  separate.  Where  legislative,  and 
merely  executive,  powers  were  lodged  in  the  same  hands,  the 
legislative,  which  is  the  larger,  and  the  more  ready  for  all 
occasions,  was  constantly  resorted  to.  The  governor-general 
and  council  therefore  immediatelv  gave  constructions  to  their 
iU-defincd  authority,  which  rendered  it  perfectly  despotic ; 
constructions,  which  if  they  were  allowed,  no  action  of  theirs 
ought  to  be  regarded  as  criminal. 

Armed  as  they  were  with  an  authority  in  itself  so  ample, 
and  by  abuse  so  capable  of  an  unlimited  extent,  very  tew, 
and  these  very  insufficient,  correctives  were  administered. 
Ample  salaries  were  provided  for  them,  which  indeed  re- 
moved the  necessity,  hut  by  no  means  the  inducements,  to 
corruption  and  oppression.  Nor  was  any  barrier  whatsoever 
opposed,  on  the  part  of  the  natives,  against  their  injustice, 
except  the  supreme  eouj't  of  judicature,  which  never  could 
be  capable  of  controlling  a  government  with  8Uch  powers, 
without  becoming  such  a  government  itself. 

There  was,  indeed,  a  prohibition  against  all  concerns  in 
trade  to  the  whole  council,  and  against  all  taking  of  presents 
by  any  in  authority.  A  right  of  prosecution  in  the  King's 
Bench  was  also  established ;  btit  it  was  a  right,  the  exercise 
of  which  is  ditficult,  and  in  many,  and  those  the  most  weighty, 
cases  impracticable.  Jfo  considerable  facilities  were  given 
to  prosecutions  in  parliament ;  nothing  was  done  to  prevent 
complaint  from  being  far  more  dangerous  to  the  sufferer  than 
injustice  to  the  oppressor.  No  overt  acts  were  fised,  upon 
which  corruption  should  be  presumed  in  transactions,  of 
I  which  secrecy  and  collusion  formed  the  very  basis ;  no  rules 
^^^af  evidence,  nor  authentic  mode  of  transmisaion,  were  settled 
^^H  '  Sr.e  the  s^crot  committeu'a  reports  on  the  Mutu-attu  war. 
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in  conformity  to  the  onalterable  circumatancea  of  the  country 
and  the  people. 

One  provision,  indeed,  was  made  for  rpBtrain- 
ing  the  servants,  in  itself  very  wise  and  sub- 
stantial ;  a  delinquent,  once  dismissed,  could  not 
be  restored  but  by  the  votes  of  three-fourtha  of  the  directorH 
and  three-fourtha  of  the  proprietora :  this  waa  well  aimed. 
But  no  method  waa  settled  tor  briuging^  delinquenta  to  the 
question  of  removal ;  and  if  they  should  be  brought  to  it,  a 
door  lay  wide  open  ior  evasion  of  the  law,  and  for  a  return 
into  the  sennce,  in  defiance  of  its  plain  intention  ;  that  ia,  by 
resigning,  to  avoid  removal ;  by  which  measure  tliia  provision 
of  the  act  has  proved  as  unoperative  as  all  the  rest.  By  this 
management,  a  mere  majority  may  bring  in  the  greater  de- 
linquent, whilst  the  person  removed  for  offences  compara- 
tively trivial  may  remain  excluded  for  ever. 

The  new  council  nominated  in  the  act  was 
^""rai.^^"*"  composed  of  two  totally  discordant  elements, 
which  soon  distinguished  themselves  into  perma- 
nent parties.  One  of  the  principal  instructions,  which  the 
three  members  of  the  council,  sent  immediately  from  Eng- 
land, namely,  General  Clavoring,  Colonel  Jlonson,  and  Mr, 
i'ranciB,  carried  out  with  them,  was,  to  "  cause  the  strictest 
inquiry  to  be  made  into  nil  oppressions  ami  abuses,^'  among 
which  the  practice  of  receiving  presents  from  the  natives,  at 
that  time  generally  charged  upon  men  in  power,  was  prin- 
cipally aimed  at. 

Presents  to  any  considerable  value  were  justly  reputed  by 
the  legislature,  not  as  marks  of  attention  and  respect,  but  aa 
bribes  or  extortioua  ;  for  which  either  the  beneficial  and  gra- 
tuitous duties  of  government  were  sold,  or  they  were  the 
price  paid  for  acts  of  partiality ;  or,  finally,  they  were  sums 
of  money  eitorted  from  the  givers  by  the  terrors  of  power. 
Against  the  system  of  presents,  therefore,  the  new  commis- 
sion was,  in  general  opinion,  particularly  pointed.  In  the 
commencement  of  reformation,  at  a  period,  when  a  rapacious 
conquest  had  overpowered  and  succeeded  to  a  corrupt  go- 
vernment, an  act  of  indemnity  might  have  been  thought  ad- 
visable ;  perhaps  a  new  account  ought  to  have  been  opened  \ 
all  retrospect  oug^ht  to  have  been,  forbidden,  at  least  to  cer- 
tain periods,     II  this  had  not  been  thought  advisable,  none 
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1  the  higher  departments  of  a  suspected  and  decried  govern- 
ment ought  to  have  been  kept  in  their  posts,  until  an  ex- 
amination hnd  rendered  their  proceediiiga  clear,  or  until 
length  of  time  had  obliterated,  by  an  even  course  of  irre- 
proachable conduct,  the  errors,  which  so  naturally  ^ow  out 
of  a  new  power.  But  the  policy  adopted  was  different :  it 
was  to  begin  with  examples.  The  cry  against  the  abuses  waa 
strong  and  vehement  tliroughout  the  whole  nation,  and  the 
practice  of  presents  was  represented  to  bo  as  general,  as  it 
was  mischievous.  In  such  a  case,  indeed  in  any  case,  it 
seemed  not  to  be  a  measure  the  most  provident,  without  a 
great  deal  of  previous  inquiry,  to  place  trwo  persons,  who 
from  their  situation  must  be  the  most  erposed  to  such  im- 
putations, in  the  commission,  which  was  to  inquire  into  their 
own  conduct ;  much  less  to  place  one  of  them  at  the  head  of 
that  commission,  and  with  a  easting  vote  in  case  of  an  equal- 
ity. The  persons,  who  could  not  be  liable  to  thnt  charge, 
were,  indeed,  three  to  two ;  hut  any  accidental  ditierence  of 
opinion,  the  death  of  any  on©  of  thcui,  or  bis  occasional  ab- 
sence f)r  sickness,  threw  the  whole  power  into  the  hands  of 
the  other  two,  who  were  ilr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Barwell,  one 
the  president,  and  the  other  higli  in  the  council  of  that 
establishtnent,  on  which  the  reform  was  to  operate.  Thua 
those,  who  were  liable  to  process  as  dclinijuents,  were  in 
effect  set  over  the  reformers ;  and  that  did  actually  happen, 
which  might  be  expected  to  happen  from  so  preposterous  an 
arrangement ;  a  stop  was  soon  put  to  all  inquiries  into  the 
capital  abuses. 

Nor  was  the  great  political  end  proposed  in  the  formation  of 
a  superintending  council  over  all  the  presidencies  better  an- 
swered, than  that  of  an  inquiry  into  corruptions  and  abuses. 
The  several  presidencies  have  acted,  in  a  great  degree,  upon 
their  own  separate  authority  ;  and  as  little  of  unity,  concert, 
or  regular  system,  has  appeared  in  their  conduct,  as  was  ever 
known  before  this  institution.  India  is,  indeed,  so  vast  a 
country,  and  the  settlemeutH.  are  so  divided!,  that  their  inter- 
course with  each  other  is  liable  to  as  many  delays  aud  diffi- 
culties as  the  intercourse  between  distant  and  separate  states. 
But  one  e\\\  may  possibly  have  arisen  from  an  attempt  to 
produce  an  union,  which  thougli  undoubtedly  to  be  aimed  at, 
a  opposed  in  some  degree  by  the  unalterable  nature  of  their 
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Bituation,  that  it  has  taught  the  servants  rather  to  Idok  to  • 
superior  among  themaelvea,  than  to  their  common  superiors. 
This  evilj  growing  out  of  the  abuse  of  subordination,  can 
only  he  corrected  by  a  very  strict  enforcement  of  authority 
over  that  part  of  the  chain  of  dependence,  which  is  next  to 
the  original  power. 

That  which  your  committee  conaidera  as  the 
to  tiJemK"     fifth  and  last  of  the  capital  objects  of  the  act, 
and  aa  the  binding  regulation  of  the  whole,  ia 
the  introduction  (then  for  the  first  time)  of  the 
numatera  of  the  crown  into  the  affairs  of  the  Company.   The 
state  claiming  a  concern  and  share  of  property  in  the  Com- 
pany's profita,  the  servants  of  the  crown  were  presumed  the 
more  likely  to  preserve,  with  a  ecrupulous  attention,  the  ^ 
sources  of  the  great  revenues,  which  they  were  to  adminia-  H 
ter,  and  for  the  riae  and  fall  of  which  they  were  to  render  au  ~ 
account. 

The  interference  of  government  was  introduced  by  this  act 
in  two  ways ;  one  by  a  control,  in  effect  by  a  share,  in  the 
appointment  to  vacaBtiea  in  the  supreme  council.  The  act 
provided,  that  hia  Majesty's  approbation  should  he  had  to 
the  persons  oaraed  to  that  duty.  Partaking  thus  in  the 
patronage  of  the  Company,  administration  was  bound  to  an 
attention  to  the  characters  and  capacities  of  the  persons  em- 
ployed in  that  high  trust. 

The  other  part  of  their  interference  was  by  way  of  inspec- 
tion. By  this  right  of  inapection  everj'thing  in  the  Cfom- 
pany's  correspondence  from  India,  which  related  to  the  civil 
or  military  affairs,  and  government  of  the  Company,  waa  di- 
rected by  the  act  to  be  within  fourteen  days  after  the  receipt 
laid  before  the  secretary  of  state;  and  everything  that  re- 
lated to  the  management  of  the  revenues,  was  to  he  laid  be- 
fore the  commisaionera  of  the  treasury.  Ia  fact,  both  de- 
scriptions of  these  papers  have  been  generally  communicated 
to  that  board. 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  there  were 
'^^^"'iLn"  '*"  great  and  matenal  defects  in  both  parts  of  the 
plan.  With  regard  to  the  approbation  of  per- 
sona nominated  to  the  supreme  council  by  the  court  of  di- 
rectors, no  sufficient  means  were  provided  for  carrying  to  hii 
Majesty,  along  with  the  Qomiiuitiott,  the  particulars  'm  the 
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conduct  of  tlioee,  who  had  been  in  the  service  before,  whici 
might  render  thcni  proper  objects  of  approbation  or  rejec- 
tion. The  India  House  possesses  an  ofijce  of  record  capable 
of  fumishiag,  in  almost  all  cases,  mnteriala  for  judging  on  the 
behaviour  of  the  servanta  in  their  progress  from  the  lowest 
to  the  highest  stations ;  and  the  whole  diseiphne  of  tho  ser- 
vice, civil  and  militanr,  must  depend  upon  an  examination  of 
these  records  inHeparably  attending  ever)'  application  for  an 
appointment  to  the  highest  stations.  But  in  the  present 
state  of  the  noniLnatioUj  the  ministers  of  the  crown  are  not 
furnished  with  the  proper  means  of  exercising  the  power  of 
control  intended  by  the  law,  even  if  they  were  scrupulouBly 
attentive  to  the  use  of  it.  There  are  modes  of  proceeding 
favourable  to  neglect.  Others  excite  inquiry,  tina  stimulate 
to  vigilance. 

Your  committee,  therefore,  are  of  opinion,  for 
the  future  prevention  of  cabal,  and  of  private  and  re^ed'y*them° 
partial  repi-eaentation,  whether  above  or  below, 
that  whenever  any  person,  who  baa  been  in  the  service,  shall 
be  recommended  to  the  king's  ministers  to  fill  a  vacancy  in 
the  council-general,  the  secretary  of  the  court  of  directors 
shall  be  ordered  to  make  a  strict  search  into  the  records  of 
the  Company ;  and  shall  annex  to  the  recommendation  the 
reasons  of  the  court  of  directors  for  their  chuice,  together 
with  a  faithful  copy  of  whatever  shall  be  found  (if  anything 
can  be  found)  relative  to  his  character  and  conduct ;  as  also 
an  account  of  his  standing  in  the  Company's  service ;  the 
time  of  his  abode  in  India ;  the  reasons  for  his  return ;  and 
the  stations,  whether  civH  or  military,  in  which  he  has  been 
successively  placed. 

With  this  account  ought  to  be  transmitted  the  names  of 
those,  who  were  proposed  as  candidates  for  the  samo  office, 
with  the  correspondent  particulars  relative  to  their  conduct 
and  situation  :  lor  not  only  the  separate,  but  the  comparative, 
merit  probably  would,  and  certainly  ought  to  have  great  in- 
fluence in  the  approbation  or  rejection  of  the  party  presented 
to  the  ministers  of  the  crown.  These  papers  should  be  laid 
before  the  commissionera  of  the  treasurj'  ami  one  of  the 
secretaries  of  state,  and  entered  in  books  to  be  kept  in  the 
treasury  and  the  secretary's  office. 
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Appointment  Thesc  precautions,  iu  case  of  the  nomination 
of  counieiiora,  of  any  who  have  senecl  the  Comjmny,  appear  to 
be  necessary  from  the  improper  nomination  and 
approbation  of  Mr.  John  Macpheraon,  notwith- 
atanding  tlae  objections  wWcli  Btood  against  him 
on  the  Company's  records.  The  choice  of  Mr. 
John  Stables,  from  an  inferior  military  to  the 
Lighest  civil  capacity,  Tfaa  by  no  means  proper,  nor  an  en- 
couraginf^  example  to  either  aervice.  His  conduct,  indeed, 
iu  the  subaltern  military  situation,  had  received,  and  seema 
to  have  deserved,  commendation ;  but  no  sufficient  ground 
was  furnished  for  confounding  the  lines  and  gradations  of 
service.  This  measure  was,  bowever,  far  less  exceptionable 
than  the  former  ;  because  an  irregular  choice  of  a  less  com- 
petent person,  and  the  preference  given  to  proved  delin- 
quency, in  prejudice  touncenaured  service,  are  very  different 
thinga.  But  even  this  latter  appointment  would,  iu  all  like- 
lihood, have  been  avoided,  if  rules  of  promotion  bad  been 
estiiblished-  If  suck  rules  were  settled,  candidates,  qualified 
from  ability,  knowledge,  and  service,  would  not  be  discour- 
aged by  finding,  that  everytbing  was  open  to  every  man  ;  and 
that  favour  alone  did  not  fitauti  in  t!ie  place  of  civil  or  mili- 
tary experience.  The  elevation  from  the  lowest  stations  un- 
faithfully and  negligently  filled  to  the  highest  trusts,  thefl 
total  inattention  to  I'auk  and  seniority,  and  much  more  the  V 
combination  of  this  neglect  of  rank  with  a  coufuaiou  (unac- 
companied with  strong  and  evident  reasons)  of  the  lines  of 
service,  cannot  operate  as  useful  examples  on  those,  who 
serve  the  public  in  India.  These  servants,  beholding  men, 
who  have  been  condemned  for  improper  behaviour  to  the 
Company  in  inferior  civil  stations,  elevated  above  them,  or 
(what  is  leas  blamable,  but  still  mischievous)  persons  with- 
out any  distinguished  civil  talents,  taken  from  the  subordin- 
ate situations  of  anotber  Une  to  their  prejudice,  will  despair 
by  any  good  behaviour  of  ascending  to  the  dignities  of  their 
own  ;  they  will  be  led  to  improve,  to  the  ;itmost  advantage 
of  their  fortune,  the  lower  stages  of  power,  and  will  en- 
deavour to  make  up  in  lucre  what  they  can  never  hope  to 
acimire  in  station. 

ike  temporary  appointment  by  parliament  of  the  supreme 
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council  of  India  arose  from  an  opinion,  that  the  Company,  at 
that  time  at  Ictust,  was  not  iu  a  condition,  or  not  disposed  to 
a  proper  exercise  of  the  pri^nleges,  which  they  held  under 
their  charter.  It  therefore  behoved  the  directors  to  be  par. 
ticularly  attentive  to  their  choice  of  counsellors  on  the  ex- 
piration of  the  period,  during  which  their  patronage  had 
been  suspended.  The  duties  of  the  supreme  councU  had 
been  reputed  of  so  arduous  a  nature  as  to  require  even  legis- 
lative interposition.  They  were  called  upon,  by  aU  possible 
care  and  impartiality,  to  justify  parliament  at  least  as  fully 
in  the  restoration  of  their  privileges,  as  the  cireumstaucea 
of  the  time  had  done  in  their  suspensioa. 

But  interests  have  lately  prevailed  in  the  court  of  direct- 
ors, which,  by  the  violation  of  every  rule,  seemed  to  be  re- 
solved on  the  destructiou  of  those  privileges,  of  which  they 
were  the  natural  guardians.  Every  new  power  given  haH 
been  made  the  source  of  a  new  abuse ;  and  the  acta  of  parlia- 
ment themselves,  which  provide  but  imperfectly  for  the  pre- 
vention of  the  mischief,  have,  it  is  to  be  feared,  made  pro- 
visions, (eoutrarj  without  doubt  to  the  LuteutioQ  of  the 
legislature,)  which  operate  against  the  possibility  of  any 
cure  in  the  ordinary  course. 

In  the  original  institution  of  the  supreme  council,  reasons 
may  have  existed  against  rendering  the  tenimj  of  the  coun- 
sellora  in  their  office  precarious.  A  plan  of  reform  might 
have  required  the  permanence  of  the  persons,  who  were  just 
appoiuted  by  parliameut  to  execute  it ;  but  the  act  of  one 
thousand  seven  huudred  and  eighty  gavo  a  duration,  co-exist- 
ent with  tlie  statute  itself,  to  a  couucil  not  appointed  by  act 
of  parlianient,  nor  chosen  for  any  temporary  or  special  pur- 

{>ose :  by  which  means  the  servants  in  the  highest  situation, 
et  their  conduct  be  never  so  grossly  crimiual,  cannot  he  re- 
moved, unless  the  court  of"  directors  and  ministers  of  the 
crown  can  he  found  to  concur  in  the  same  opinion  of  it. 
The  prevalence  of  tho  Indian  factions  iu  the  court  of  di- 
rectors and  court  of  proprietors,  aud  aoraetimes  in  the  state 
itself,  renders  this  agreement  extremely  dilBcult :  if  the 
principal  members  of  the  direction  should  be  in  a  conspiracy 
with  any  principal  servant  nnder  censure,  it  will  be  imprac- 
ticable ;  because  the  first  act  must  originate  there.  The  re- 
duced state  of  the  authority  of  this  kmgdom  in  Bengal  may 
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Ije  traced  in  a  great  measure  to  that  very  natural  source  of 
independence.  In  many  cases,  the  instant  removal  of  an 
offender  from  bis  power  of  doing  mischief  is  the  only  mode  of 

fireventing  the  utter  and,  perhaps,  irretrievable  ruin  of  pub- 
ic affairs.  In  ftuch  a  case,  the  process  ought  to  be  simple, 
and  the  power  absolute  in  one,  or  in  either  hand  separately. 
By  contriving  the  balance  of  intereata  formed  in  the  act, 
notorious  offence,  groaa  error,  or  palpable  insufficiency,  have 
many  chancea  of  retaining  and  abusing  authority,  whilst  the 
variety  of  representations,  hearings,  and  conlerences,  and 
possibly  the  mere  jealousy  and  competition  between  rival 
powers,  may  prevent  any  decision  ;  and  at  length  give  time 
and  means  for  eettlementa  and  compromisea  among  parties, 
made  at  the  expense  of  justice  and  true  policy.  But  this  act 
of  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  not  properly  dia- 
tinguiahing  judicial  process  from  executive  arraugementa, 
reouirea  in  effect  nearly  the  same  degree  of  solemnity,  delay, 
and  detail  for  remo\nng  a  political  iaconvenience,  which  at^ 
tcada  a  criminal  proceeding  for  the  punishment  of  offences. 
It  goes  further,  and  gives  the  same  tenure  to  ail  who  shall 
succeed  to  vacancies,  which,  was  given  to  those  whom  the  act 
found  in  office. 

Another  regulation  was  made  in  the  act,  which  has  a  tend- 
ency to  render  the  control  of  delinquency,  or  the  removal 
of  incapacity,  in  the  councO-generaL,  extremely  difficult,  as 
well  as  to  introduce  many  other  abuses  into  the  original  ap- 
PrevWonai  ap-  pointmcnt  of  Counsellors.  The  inconvenienciea 
pointment  for  of  &  vacsucy  in  that  important  office,  at  a  great 
distance  from  the  authority  that  is  to  fill  it,  were 
visible  ;  but  your  committee  have  doubts,  whether  they  bal- 
ance the  mischief,  which  may  arise  from  the  power  given 
in  this  act,  of  a  provisional  appointment  to  vacancies,  not  on 
the  event,  but  on  foresight.  This  mode  of  providing  for 
the  succession  has  a  tendency  to  promote  cabal,  and  to  pre- 
vent inquiry  into  the  qualificationa  of  the  persona  to  be  ap- 
pointed. An  attempt  has  been  aetiuilly  made  in  consequence 
of  this  power,  in  a  very  marked  manner,  to  confound  the 
whole  order  and  discipline  of  the  Company's  service.  Means 
are  furnished  thereby  for  perpetuating  the  powers  of  some 
given  court  of  directors.  They  may  forestall  the  patronage 
of  their  successors ;  on  whom  they  entail  a,  line  of  auprema 
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oounaellors  and  governors-general.  And  if  the  exercise  of 
thia  power  should  happen  iu  its  outset  to  fall  into  bad  bauda, 
the  ordinary  chances  lor  mending  an  ill  choice  upon  deaf^  or 
resignation  are  cut  off. 

In  these  provisional  arrangements  it  is  to  be  considered, 
that  the  appointment  is  not  in  consequence  of  any  marked 
event,  which  calls  strongly  on  the  attention  of  the  public, 
but  is  made  at  the  discretion  of  those,  who  lead  in  the  court 
of  directors  ;  and  they  may  therefore  be  brought  forward 
at  times  the  most  favourable  to  the  views  of  partiality  and 
corruption.  Candidates  have  not  therefore  the  notice,  that 
may  be  necessary  for  their  claims  ;  and  as  the  possession  of 
the  office,  to  which  the  smrivors  are  to  succeed,  seems  re- 
mote, all  inquiry  into  the  qualifications  and  character  of  those 
who  are  to  fall  it,  will  naturally  be  dull  and  languid. 

Tour  committee  are  not  also  without  a  grounded  appre- 
hension of  the  iU  effect  on  any  existing  council- general  of 
aU  strong  marks  of  influence  and  favour,  which  appear  in 
the  subordinates  of  Bengal.  This  previous  designation  to 
a  great  and  arduous  trust,  (the  greatest  that  can  be  reposed 
in  subjects,)  when  made  out  of  any  regular  course  of  succes- 
sioa,  marks  that  degree  of  countenance  and  support  at  home, 
which  may  overshadow  the  existing  government.  That  govern- 
ment may  thereby  bo  disturbed  by  factions,  and  led  to  corrupt 
and  dangerous  compliances.  At  best,  when  these  counsellors 
elect  are  engaged  in  no  fixed  employment,  and  have  no  law- 
ful intermediate  emolument,  the  natural  impatience  for  their 
situations  may  bring  on  a  trafiic  for  resignations  between 
them  and  the  persons  in  possession,  very  uufavourahle  to  the 
interests  of  the  public,  and  to  the  duty  of  their  sitiiationa. 

Since  the  act,  two  persona  have  been  nominated  to  the 
ministers  of  the  crown  by  the  court  of  directors  for  thia 
succession.  Neither  has  yet  been  approved.  But  by  the 
description  of  the  persons  a  judgment  may  be  formed  of  the 
principles,  on  which  this  power  is  likely  to  bo  exercised. 

Your  committee  find,  that  in  consequence  of  stuart  ami 
the  above-mentioned  act  the  honourable  Charles  suiiyan-sap- 

ci  1    Ti  r       CK    1  ■  ■  1  poinlnient  to 

Btuart  and  Mr.  culivan  were  appomted  to  auc-  «uccee<i  to 
eeed  to  the  first  vacancies  in  the  supreme  council,  ^"x^"". 
Mr.  Sttmrt's  first  appointment  in  the  Company's  sendee  was 
in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  siity-one.     He 
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returned  to  England  in  1775,  and  was  permitted  to  go  bac 
to  India  in  1780.  In  August,  1781,  he  waa  nominated  byth 
court  of  directors  (Mr.    vSulivan  and   Sir  William  Jamea 
■wrere  chairman  and  deputy  chairman)  to  succeed  to  the  first 
vacancy  in  the  supreme  council,  and  on  the  19tli  of  Septem* 
temher  following  hia  Majesty's  approval  of  such  nomination  ^ 
waa  requested.  ^ 

In  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Sfcuart,  the  consi- 
•ituation  at  the  deration  of  rank  in  the  service  waa  not  neg« 
time  or  hu  ap-   jgcted ;  but  if  the  court  of  directors  had  thought 

{■ointment.  '  .  ,     .  ,         ,  i  i    i 

fit  to  esamine  their  recorda,  they  would  have 
foiind  matter  at  least  strongly  urging  them  to  a  suspension 
of  this  appointment,  until  the  charges  against  Mr.  Stuart 
should  he  fully  cleared  up.  That  matter  remainfd  (as  it  still 
remains)  unexplained  from  the  month  of  May,  1775,  where,  on 
the  Bengal  i-evenue  consultations  of  the  12th  of  that  month, 
peculations  to  a  large  amount  are  charged  upon  oath  against 
Sir.  Stuart  under  the'  following  title;  "  'Hie  Particulars  of  fl 
the  Money  unjustly  taken  by  Mr.  Stuart,  during  (he  time  he  ™ 
was  at  JBurdwan."  Tlie  sum  charged  against  him  in  this 
account  is  2,17,684  sicca  rupees  (that  is,  25,253  pounds  ster- 
ling) :  besides  which  there  is  another  accoimt  with  the  fol- 
lowing title  ;  "  The  Particulars  of  the  Money  unjustly  taken 
by  Cally-persaud  Base,  Banyan  to  the  Honourable  Charles 
Stuart,  Esquire,  at  Burdwan,  and  amounting  to  sicca  rupees 
1,01,675,"  (that  is,  d611,7fi5,)— a  large  sum  to  he  received 
by  a  person  in  that  subordinate  sitiuition. 

The  minuteness  with  which  tliese  accounts  appear  to  have 
been  kept,  and  the  precision  with  which  the  date  of  each 
particular,  aometimes  of  very  small  sums,  is  stated,  give 
them  the  appearance  of  authenticity,  as  far  as  it  can  be  con- 
veyed on  the  face  or  in  the  construction  of  such  accounts ; 
and  if  they  were  forgeries,  laid  thera  open  to  an  easy  de- 
tection. But  no  detection  is  easy,  when  no  inquiry  is  made. 
It  appears  an  oifence  of  the  highest  order  in  the  directors 
concerned  in  this  business,  when,  not  satisfied  with  leaving 
Buch  charges  so  long  unexamined,  they  shoidd  venture  to 
present  to  the  king's  servants  the  object  of  them  for  the 
highest  trust  which  they  have  to  bestow.  If  Mr.  Stuart 
waa  really  guilty,  the  possession  of  this  post  must  fumisli 
him  not  only  with  the  meana  of  renewing  the  former  evil 


03r  THB   ATFAIHS   OP   IlfDIA. 


Ii[r.  Sutivnn's 
(ItUBtiun  at  the 
titiieof  liti  «p- 
paiatnienl. 


practices  cyinrged  upon  him,  and  of  executing  them  upon  a 

till  larger  scale,  but  of  oppressing  theae  unhappy  peraous, 

rho,  under  the  supposed  protection  of  the  feith  of  the  Cora- 

my.  had  appeared  to  give  evidence  concerning  his  former 

isdemeauours. 

This  attempt  in  the  directors  was  the  more  surprising, 
rhen  it  ia  considered,  that  two  committees  of  this  House 
rere  at  that  very  time  sitting  upon  an  inquiry,  that  related 
Brectljr  to  their  conduct,  and  that  of  their  servants  in 
fndia. 

It  was  in  the  same  spirit  of  defiance  of  parlia- 
lent,  that  at  the  same  time  they  nominated  Mr. 
lulivan,  son  to  the  then  chairman  of  the  court 
of  directors,  to  the  saccessiou  to  the  same  high 
^^ruet  in  India.      On  these  appointments,  your  committee 
^■thought  it  proper  to  make  those  inquiries,  which  the  court 
^Hf  directors  thought  proper  to  omit.     They  first  conceived  it 
^Htttine^  to  inquire  what  rank  Mr.  Sulivan  bore  in  the  service  ; 
^^nd  tliey  thought  it  not  unnecessary  here  to  state  the  grada- 
tions in  the  service,  according  to  the  eatablished  usage  of  the 
Company. 

The  Company's  civil  servants  generally  go  to  India  as 
tcriters ;  in  which  capacity  they  serve  the  Company  fivt 
yearn.  The  next  step,  in  point  of  rank,  is  to  be  Vk  factor,  and 
|ext  to  that  a  junior  merchant;  in  each  of  which  capacities 
jey  serve  the  Compfiny  three  years.  They  then  rise  to  the 
^nk  of  setfior  merc/Mtit,  in  which  situation  they  remain  tiU 
called  by  rotation  to  the  board  of  trade.  Until  the  paasing 
of  the  regulation  act  in  1773,  seniority  entitled  them  to  suc- 
ceed to  the  council,  aud  itually  gave  them  pretensions  to  the 
government  of  the  presidency. 

The  above  gradation  of  the  service,  your  committee  con- 
ceive, ought  never  to  be  superseded  by  the  court  of  direetore, 
without  evident  reason,  in  persons  or  circumstances,  to  jus- 
""fy  the  breach  of  au  aueient  order.  Tlie  names,  whether 
iken  from  civil  or  commercial  gradation,  are  of  no  moment. 
The  order  itself  is  wisely  established,  and  tends  to  provide  a 
natural  guard  against  partiality,  precipitancy,  and  corruption 
in  patronage.  It  aftbrda  means  and  opportunities  for  an  ex- 
amination into  character ;  and  among  the  servants  it  secures 
%  strong  motive  to  preserve  a  fair  reputation.     Tour  com- 
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mittec  find,  that  no  respect  whatsoever  was  paid  to  tbk 
gradation  in  tbe  inatance  of  Mr.  Sulivan,  nor  is  there  any 
reuson  assigned  for  departing  t'nrin  it.  They  do  not  find, 
that  Mr.  Sulivan  had  ever  served  the  Company  in  any  one 
of  the  above  capacities,  but  was,  in  the  year  1777,  abruptly 
brought  into  the  service,  and  sent  to  Madras  to  succeed  as 
Fersiau  translator  and  secretary  to  the  council. 

Tour  committee  have  found  a  letter  from  Mr.  Sulivan  to 
George  Wombwell  and  William  Devayncs,  Esquires,  chair- 
man and  deputy  chairman  of  the  court  of  directors,  stating, 
that  lie  trusted  hin  applications  would  have  a  place  in  their 
deliberations  when  Madras  affairs  were  taken  up. — Of  what 
nature  those  applications  were,  your  committee  cannot  dis- 
cover, as  no  traces  of  them  appear  on  the  Company's  re- 
cords ;  nor  whether  any  proofs  of  his  ability,  even  as  Persian 
translator,  eiiet,  which  might  entitle  him  to  a  preference  to 
the  many  servanta  in  India,  whose  study  and  opportunities 
afforded  them  the  means  of  becoming  perfect  masters  of  that 
language, 

On  the  above  letter  your  committee  find,  that  the  com- 
mittee of  correspondence  proceeded;  and  on  their  recom- 
mendation the  court  of  directors  unanimously  approved  of 
Mr.  Sulivan  to  be  appointed  to  succeed  to  the  poata  of  secre- 
tary and  Persian  translator. 

Conformably  to  the  orders  of  the  court,  Mr.  Sulivan  suc- 
ceeded to  those  posts ;  and  the  president  and  council  ac- 
quainted the  court  of  directors,  that  they  had  been  obeyed. 
About  five  months  ai'ter  it  appears,  that  Mr.  Sulivan  thought 
fit  to  resign  the  oiEcti  of  Persian  translator,  to  which  he  had 
been  appointed  by  the  directors.  In  April,  1780,  Mr.  Sulivan 
is  commended  for  his  great  diligence  as  secretary  ;  in  August 
followiug  he  obtains  leave  to  accompany  Mrs,  Sulivan  to 
Bengal,  whence  she  is  to  proceed  to  Europe  on  account  of 
her  health ;  and  he  is  charged  with  a  commission  from  the 
president  and  council  of  Fort  Saint  Geoi^e  to  obtain  for 
that  settlement  supplies  of  grain,  troops,  and  money,  from 
the  governor-general  and  council  of  Bengal.  In  October  the 
governor-general  requests  permission  of  the  council  there  to 
employ  Mr.  Sulivan  as  his  assistant,  for  that  ho  had  experi- 
enced [between  his  arrival  in  Bengal  and  that  time]  the 
abilities  of  Mr.  Sulivau,  and  made  choice  of  him  ofi  eompktd^ 
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qualified  for  that  truat :  also  requests  the  board  to  appoint 
him  judge  advocate-general ;  and  likewise  to  apply  to  the 
presidency  of  Madras,  for  him  to  remain  in  Bengal  without 
prejudice  to  his  rank  on  their  establish meiit:  which  several 
requests  the  board  at  Madras  readily  complied  with,  notwith- 
standing their  natural  sensibility  to  the  loss  of  a  secretanr 
of  Buch  ability  and  diligence  as  they  had  described  ISlx.  Suli- 
Tan  to  be. 

On  the  5th  of  December  following,  the  president  and  coun- 
cil received  a  letter  from  Bengal,  requesting,  that  Mr.  Suli- 
van  might  be  allowed  to  keep  his  nuik.  Thia  request  brought 
on  some  discussion.  A  Mj.  Freeman,  it  seemSj  who  had 
acted  under  Mr.  Sulivan  as  sub-secretary,  whilst  bia  principal 
obtained  so  much  praise  for  his  diligence,  addressed  the 
board  on  the  same  day,  and  observed,  "  that  since  Mr.  Suli- 
van's  arrival,  he  [Mr.  Freeman]  had,  without  intermission, 
done  almost  the  uthole  of  the  duty  allotted  to  the  post  of 
secretary,  which  it  was  notorious  Mr.  Sulivan  had  paid  but 
little  attention  to ;  atul  neitlier  hia  inclination  nor  duty  led 
him  to  act  any  longer  as  Mr.  Sulivan'a  deputy." 

Here  your  committee  cannot  avoid  remarking  the  direct 
contradiction,  which  this  address  of  S-Ir,  Freeman's  givea  to 
the  letter  from  the  president  and  council  to  the  coiu^  of 
directors  in  April,  1780,  wherein  Mr.  Sulivan  is  praised  fop 
his  "  diligence  and  attention  in  hia  office  of  secretary." 

Tlie  president  and  council  do  not  show  any  displeaBure  at 
Mr.  Freeman's  representation,  (so  contrary  to  their  own,) 
the  truth  of  which  they  thus  tacitly  admit,  but  agree  to 
write  to  the  governor-general  and  council,  "  that  it  could  not 
be  supposed,  that  they  could  carry  on  the  public  business  for 
any  length  of  timo  without  the  services  of  a  secretary,  and 
clerk  of  appeals,  two  offices  that  required  peraonal  attenihmce, 
and  which  would  be  a  general  injury  to  the  servants  on  their 
establishment,  and  in  particular  to  the  person  who  acted  in 
those  capacities,  as  they  learnt,  that  Mr.  Sulivan  had  been 
appointed  judge  advocate-general  in  Bengal;  and  to  request 
the  governor-general  and  councU.  to  inform  Mr.  Sulivan  of 
their  sentiments,  and  desire  him  to  inform  them,  whether  he 
meant  to  return  to  his  station,  or  to  remain  in  Bengal." 

On  the  5th  December,  as  a  mark  of  their  approbation  of 
Mr.  Freeman,  who  had  bo  plainly  contradicted  their  opinion 
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of  Mr,  Sulivan,  the  preakleut  and  council  agree  to  appoint 
him  to  act  as  secretary  and  clerk  of  appeals,  till  Mr.  Sulivau's 
fltiswer  should  arrive,  with  the  emoluments,  and  to  confirm 
him  therein,  it"  Mr.  Snlivan  should  remain  in  Bengal. 

On.  the  I4th  February,  1781,  the  president  and  oouDcil  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  Bengal  in  reply,  and  atatintj  their  re- 
quest, that  Mr.  Sulivan  might  reserve  the  right  of  returning 
to  his  original  Bituation  oa  the  Madras  establishment,  if  the 
court  of  directors  eliould  disapprove  of  his  being  transferred 
to  Bengal.  To  this  request  tlie  board  at  Madraa  dec^lare  they 
have  no  objection ;  and  here  the  matter  resta ;  the  court  of 
directors  not  hn\nng  given  any  tokens  of  approbation  or  dia^^H 
approbation  of  tlie  transaction.  '^J 

Such  ia  the  history  of  Mr.  Sulivan's  service  from  the  time 
of  hia  appointment ;  such  were  the  qualifications,  and  such 
the  proofs  of  assiduity  and  diligence  given  by  him  in  holding 
so  many  incompatible  offices,  (aa  well  aa  bcing^  engaged  in 
other  dealings,  which  will  appear  in  their  place,)  when,  after 
three  years  desultory  residence  in  India,  he  was  thought 
worthy  to  be  nominated  to  the  succesaiou  to  the  supreme 
council.  ^0  proof  whatsoever  of  distinguished  capacity  ia 
any  line  preceded  his  original  appoiutment  to  the  service ; 
BO  that  the  whole  of  hia  fitnesa  for  the  supreme  council 
rested  upon  his  conduct  and  character  aince  his  appointment 
as  Persian  translator. 

Tour  committee  find,  that  hia  Majesty  has  not  yet  given 
hia  approbation  to  the  nomination,  made  by  the  court  of 
directors  on  the  30th  of  August,  1781,  of  Messrs.  Stuart  and 
Sulivan  to  succeed  to  the  supreme  council  on  the  first  va- 
camcics,  though  the  court  applied  for  the  royal  approbation 
so  long  ago  aa  the  19th  of  September,  1781 ;  and  in  these 
instances  the  king's  ministers  performed  their  duty,  in  with- 
holding their  countenance  from  a  proceeding  so  exception- 
able, and  of  so  dangerous  an  eiampie. 

Tour  committee,  from  a  full  view  of  the  situation  and 
duties  of  the  court  of  directors,  are  of  opinion,  that  cfioctual 
means  ought  to  be  taken  for  regulating  that  court  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  prevent  either  rivalahip  with,  or  subserviency 
to,  their  servants.  It  might  therefore  be  proper  for  the 
House  to  considcrj  whether  it  is  fit,  that  those  who  are,  or 
hflve  been  within  some  given  time,  directors  of  the  Company, 
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bhould  be  capable  of  an  appointment  to  any  offices  in  India. 
Directors  can  never  properly  govern  those,  for  whose  em- 
ploymenta  they  are  or  may  be  themselves  candidates ;  they 
can  neither  protect  nor  coerce  them  with  due  impartiality, 
OP  due  authority. 

If  8uch  rules  as  are  stated  by  your  committee  under  this 
head  were  observed  in  the  regular  service  at  home  and 
abroad,  the  necessity  of  superseding  tlie  regular  aen-ice  by 
strangers  would  be  more  rare ;  and  whenever  the  servants 
were  bo  superseded,  those,  who  put  forward  other  candidates, 
would  be  obliged  to  produce  a  atron-^  plea  of  merit  and  abil- 
ity, which  in  the  judgment  of  niankiud  ought  to  overpower 
pretensions  so  authentically  established,  and  ao  rigorously 
guarded  from  abuse. 

The  second  object  in  this  part  of  the  plan  of 
the  act  of  1773,  namely,  that  of  iospectiou  by  the  po'wers't^mi- 
miuisters  of  the  crown,  appears  not  to  have  been  ^^^  °[  ***■ 
provided  for,  so  as  to  draw  tlie  timely  and  pro- 
ductive attention  of  the  state  on  the  grievances  of  the  people 
of  India,  and  on  the  abuses  of  its  govemmout.  By  the  re- 
gulating act,  the  ministers  were  enabled  to  inspect  one  part 
of  the  cocresp  on  deuce,  that  which  was  received  in  England; 
but  not  that  which  went  outward.  They  might  know  some- 
thing, but  that  very  imperfectly,  and  unsystematically,  of 
the  state  of  affairs ;  but  they  were  neither  authorized  to  ad- 
vance nor  to  retard  any  measure  taken  by  the  directors  in 
consequence  of  that  state :  they  were  not  provided  even  with 
sufficient  means  of  knowing  what  any  of  these  measures  were. 
And  this  imperfect  information,  together  with  the  want  of  a 
direct  call  to  any  specific  duty,  might  have  in  some  degree 
occaaioned  that  remissness,  which  rendered  even  the  imper- 
fect powers  originally  given  by  the  act  of  1773  the  leas  effi- 
cient, This  defect  was  in  a  great  measure  remedied  by  a 
subsequent  act ;  but  that  act  was  not  passed  until  the  year 
1780. 

Tour  committee  find,  that  during  the  whole   ^igordeni  in. 
period  which    elapsed  from  1773  to  the  com-  creased  since 
mencement  of  1782,  disorders    and   abuses   of 
every  kind  multiplied.     "Wars  contrary  to  policy,  and  con- 
trary to  public  faith,  were  carrying  on  in  varioua  parts  cd 
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India,  The  allies,  dtjpendcnta,  and  Bubjects  of 
the  Companj  were  everywhere  oppressed ;  dia- 
Benaioiifl  in  the  eupreme  council  prevailed,  and 
continued  for  the  greater  part  of  tiiat  time ;  the 
contests  between  the  civil  and  judicial  powers 
threatened  that  isaue,  to  which  they  came  at  lastwS 
an  armed  reaistance  to  the  authority  of  the  king's  court  Of^l 
justice ;  the  orders,  which  by  an  act  of  parliament  the  serv- 
ants were  bound  to  obey,  were  avowedly,  and  on  principle, 
contemned ;  until  at  length  the  fatal  effects  of  accumulated 
miademeanoiu-s  abroad,  aud  neglects  at  home,  broke  out  in, 
the  alarming  manner,  which  your  committee  have  so  fully 
reported  to  tWa  House. 

In  all  this  time  the  true  state  of  the  several 
in  Cud  la  not  presidencies,  and  the  real  conduct  of  the  British 
Miioient'"  ^"  government  towards  the  natives,  was  not  at  all 
known  to  parliament :  it  seems  to  have  been  very 
imperfectly  known  even  to  ministers.  Indeed,  it  reijuired  an 
unbroken  attention,  and  much  comparison  of  facta  and  rea-  ^ 
Boninga,  to  form  a  true  judgment  on  that  difficult  and  com«  fl 
plicated  system  of  polities,  revenue,  and  commerce,  whilst 
atiairs  were  only  in  their  progress  to  that  state,  which  pro- 
duced the  present  inquiries.  Therefore,  whilst  the  causes  of 
their  ruin  were  in  the  height  of  their  operation,  both  the 
Company  and  the  natives  were  understood  by  the  public  aa 
in  circumstances  the  most  assuredj  and  moat  flourishing. 
Insomuch  that,  whenever  the  affairs  of  India  were  brought 
before  parKamcnt,  as  they  were  two  or  three  times  during 
that  period,  the  ordy  subject-matter  of  discussion,  anywise 
important,  was  concerning  the  smns,  which  might  be  taken 
out  of  the  Company's  surplus  profits  for  the  advantage  of 
the  state.  Little  was  thought  of  but  the  disengagement  of 
the  Company  from  their  debts  in  Erigland,  and  to  prevent  tho 
sei-vants  abroad  from  drawing  upon  them,  so  as  that  body 
might  be  enabled,  without  exciting  clamours  here,  to  afford 
the  contribution  that  was  demanded.  jUI  descriptions  of 
persons,  either  here  or  in  India,  looking  solely  to  appear- 
ances at  home,  the  reputation  of  the  directors  depended  on 
the  keeping  the  Company's  sales  in  a  situation  to  support 
the  dividend ;  that  of  the  ministers  depended  on  the  mrat 
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lacrative  borgaina  for  the  eicliequer  j  and  that  of  the  eer- 
vants  abroad  on  the  largest  inveatmeuta ;  until  at  length 
there  ia  great  reason  to  apprehend,  that,  unless  some  very 
aubstantiol  reform  takes  place  in  the  luanagemeut  of  the 
Company's  aiFairs,  nothing  will  be  left  for  investment,  for 
dividend,  or  for  bargain ;  and  India,  instead  of  a  resource  to 
the  public,  may  itself  come,  m  no  great  length  of  time,  to  be 
reckoned  amongst  the  public  burthens. 

In  this  manner  the  inspection  of  the  ministerB 
of  the  crown,  the  great  cementing  regulation  of  J^i'^iitoshS* 
the  whole  act  of  1773,  has,  along  with  all  the  f»ii«d  ui  effeoi, 
others,  entirely  failed  in  its  effecta. 

Tour  committee,  in  observing  on  the  failure 
of  this  act,  do  not  consider  the  intrinsic  defects  ^"""J|J^"  *"*' 
or  mistakes  in  the  law  itself,  as  the  sole  cause 
of  its  miscarriage.  The  general  policy  of  the  nation  with 
regard  to  thia  object  has  been,  they  conceive,  erroneous; 
and  no  remedy  by  laws  under  the  prevalence  of  that  policy 
can  be  effectual.  Before  any  remedial  law  can  have  its  just 
operation,  the  affairs  of  India  must  be  restored  to  their  na- 
tural order.  The  prosperity  of  the  natives  must  be  previ- 
ously secured,  before  any  profit  from  them  whatsoever  is  at- 
tempted. For  as  long  as  a  system  prevails,  which  regards 
tlie  transmission  of  great  wealth  to  this  country,  either  for 
the  Company  or  the  state,  as  its  principal  end,  so  long  will  it 
be  impossible,  that  those,  who  are  the  instruments  of  that 
scheme,  should  not  be  ut:tuated  by  the  same  spirit  for  their 
own  private  purpoaea.  It  will  be  worse :  they  will  support 
the  injuries  done  to  the  natives  for  their  selfish  ends  by  new 
injuries  done  in  favour  of  those,  before  whom  they  are  to 
account.  It  is  not  reasonably  to  be  expected,  that  a  public, 
rapacious  ajid  improvident,  should  be  served  by  any  of  its 
Bubordinatea  with  disinterestedneas  or  foresight. 

11.— CONNEXION  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN  WITH  INDIA. 

In  order  to  open  moro  fully  the  tendency  of  the  policy, 
which  has  hitherto  prevailed,  and  that  the  House  may  be  en- 
abled in  ajiy  regulations,  which  may  be  made,  to  follow  the 
tracka  of  the  abuse,  and  to  apply  an  appropriated  remedy  to 
a  particular  distemper ;  your  committee  think  it  expedient  to 
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consider,  in  Bome  detail,  the  manner  in  which  India  is  con- 
tiected  wnth  this  kingdom  :  -which  is  the  second  head  of  their 
plan.  ^M 

The  two  great  linka,  by  which  thia  connexion  is  main-H 
tained,  ore,  first,  the  East-India  Company's  commerce ;  and 
next,  the  government  set  over  the  natives  hy  that  Company, 
and  by  the  crown.  The  first  of  these  principles  of  con- 
neiion,  namely,  the  East-India  Company's  trade,  is  to  be  first 
considered,  not  only  aa  it  operates  by  itself,  but  as  having  a 
powerful  influence  over  the  general  policy  and  the  particular 
measures  of  the  Company's  government.  Tour  committee 
fippreliend,  that  the  present  state,  nature,  and  tendency  o£h 
this  trade,  are  not  generally  understood.  ^| 

Until  the  acquisition  of  great  territorial  revft. 
foTOcriy  CM-'*  ^^^8  ^y  ^^^  East-India  Company,  the  trade  with 
tied  on  chiefly  India  was  carried  on  upon  the  common  princi- 
ples of  commerce,  namely,  by  sending  out  such 
commodities  as  found  a  demand  in  the  India  market,  and, 
where  that  demand  was  not  adequate  to  the  reciprocal  call 
of  the  European  market  for  Indian  goods,  by  a  large  annual 
exportation  of  treasure,  chieily  in  silver.  In  some  years 
that  export  has  been  as  high  aa  six  hundred  and  eighty 
thousand  pounds  sterling.  The  other  European  companies, 
trading  to  India,  traded  thither  on  the  game  footing.  Their 
export  of  bullion  was  probably  larger  in  proportion  to  the 
total  of  their  commerce ;  as  their  commerce  itself  bore  a 
much  larger  proportion  to  the  British  than  it  does  at  thia 
time,  or  htus  doue  for  mauy  years  past.  But  stating  it  to  be 
equal  to  the  British,  the  whole  oi  the  silver  sent  annually 
from  Europe  into  Hindostan  could  not  faD  very  short  of 
twelve  or  thirteen  hundred  thousand  pounds  a  year.  This 
influx,  of  money,  poured  into  India  by  an  emulation  of  aU  the 
commercial  nations  of  Europe,  encouraged  industry,  and  pro- 
moted cultivation  in  a  higb  degree,  notwithstanding  the  fre- 
quent wai'a  with  which  that  country  was  harassed,  and  the 
vices  which  existed  in  its  internal  go^eruuient.  On  t\e 
other  hand,  the  export  of  so  much  silver  was  sometimes  a 
subject  of  grudging  and  uneasiness  in  Europe  •,  and  a  com- 
merce, carried  on  tlirough  such  a  medium,  to  many  appeai-ed 
in  apecuhition  of  doubtful  advantage.  But  the  practical  de- 
mands of  commerce  bore  down  those  speculative  objections. 
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The  Eafit-lndift  commodities  were  bo  essentia!  for  animating 
oil  other  branches  of  trade,  and  for  completino^  the  commer- 
cial circle,  that  all  nations  contended  for  it  with  the  greatest 
avidity.  The  EngUsh  Company  flourished  under  tliia  ex- 
portation for  a  very  long  aeries  of  years.  The  nation  was 
considerably  benefited  both  in  trade  and  in  revenue ;  and 
the  dividends  of  the  proprietors  were  often  high,  and  always 
sufficient  to  keep  up  the  credit  of  the  Company's  stock  in 
heart  and  vigour. 

But  at,  or  very  soon  t.fter,  the  acquisition  of  j^^  ^^^^ 
the  territorial  revenues  to  the  English  Com-  emrrird  od 
pany,  the  period  of  which  may  be  reckoned  as  *"**' 
completed  about  the  year  1765,  a  very  great  revolution  took 
place  in  commerce  as  well  as  in  dominion ;  and  it  was  a  re- 
volution, which  affected  the  trade  of  Hindostan  with  all 
other  European  nations,  as  well  as  with  that  in  whose  favour 
and  by  whose  power  it  was  aecompliahed.  From  that  time 
bullion  was  no  longer  regularly  exported  by  the  English 
East- India  Company  to  Bt^ngal,  or  any  part  of  Hindostan ; 
and  it  was  soon  exported  in  much  smaUer  quantities  by  any 
other  nation.  A  new  way  of  supplying  the  market  of 
Europe,  by  means  of  the  British  power  and  iufiuence,  was 
invented ;  a  species  of  trade,  (if  such  it  may  be  called,)  by 
which  it  is  absolutely  impossible  that  India  should  not  be 
radically  and  irretrievably  ruined,  although  our  possessions 
there  were  to  be  ordered  and  governed  upon  principles 
diametrically  opposite  to  those,  which  now  prevail  in  the 
system  and  practice  of  the  British  Company's  administra- 
tion. 

A  certain  portion  of  the  revenues  of  Bengal  , 
has  been,  tor  many  years,  set  apart  to  be  em- 
ployed in  the  purchase  of  goods  for  exportation  to  England, 
ami  this  is  called  the  Investment.  Thw  greatness  of  this  In- 
vestment has  been  the  standard,  by  wliich  the  merit  of  the 
Company's  principal  servantti  has  been  too  generally  esti- 
mated ;  and  this  main  cause  of  the  impoverishment  of  India 
has  been  generally  taken  as  a  measure  of  its  wealth  and 
prosperity.  Numerous  fleets  of  large  ships,  loaded  with  the 
most  valuable  commodities  of  the  East,  annually  arrinng  in 
England,  in  a  constant  and  increasing  succession,  imposed 
upon  the  public  eye,  and  natui'ally  gave  rise  to  an  opiuou 
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of  the  happv  condition  and  growing  opulence  of  a  country, 
wliose  surplus  producliona  occupied  bo  vast  a  space  in  the 
conimerciiu  world.  This  export  firom  India  seemed  to  imply 
also  a  reciprocal  Bupply,  by  which  the  trading  capital  em- 
ployed in  those  proauctiona  was  continually  etteugthened 
and  enlarged.  But  the  payment  of  a  tribute,  and  not  a 
beneficial  commerce  to  that  country,  wore  this  specious  and 
deluaive  appearance. 

The  fame  of  a  great  territorial  revenue,  exag- 
^exp^fe».'     gerated,  as  is  usual  in  such  cases,  beyond  even 

its  value,  and  the  abundant  fortunes  of  the  Com- 
pany's officers,  military  and  civil,  which  flowed  into  Europe 
with  a  full  tide,  raised  in  the  proprietors  of  East-India  stock  a 
premature  desire  of  partaking  with  their  servants  in  the  fruitB 
of  that  splendid  adventure.  G-ovemment  also  thought  they 
could  not  be  too  early  in  their  claims  for  a  share  of  what 
they  considered  themselves  as  entitled  to  in  every  foreign 
acquisition  made  by  the  power  of  this  kingdom,  through 
whatctver  hands,  or  by  whatever  means,  it  was  made.  These 
two  parties,  after  some  struggle,  came  to  an  agreement  to 
divide  bet^s^een  them  the  profits,  which  their  speculation  pro- 
posed to  realize  in  England  from  the  territorial  revenue  in 
Bengal.  About  two  hundred  thousand  pounds  wore  added 
to  tlie  annual  dividends  of  the  proprietors.  Tour  hundred 
thousand  were  given  to  the  state ;  which,  added  to  the  old 
dividend,  brought  a  constant  charge  upon  the  mixt  interest 
of  Indian,  trade  and  revenue  of  eight  hundred  thousand 
pounds  a  year ;  this  was  to  be  provided  for  at  all  events. 

By  that  vast  demand  on  the  territorial  fund  the  correctives 
and  qualifications,  which  might  have  been  gradually  applied 
to  the  abuses  in  Indian  commerce  and  government,  were 
rendered  extremely  diiHcult. 

The  practice  of  an  investment  from  the  revenae 
Progress  of     beffan  m  the  year  1776,  before  arraneementa  were 

made  tor  securing  and  appropnatmg  an  assured 
fund  for  that  purpose  in  the  treasuiy,  and  for  diffusing  it 
from  thence  upon  the  manufactures  of  the  country  in  a  just 
proportion,  and  in  the  proper  season.  There  was  indeed, 
for  a  short  time,  a  surplus  of  cash  in  the  treasury.  It  was 
in  some  shape  to  be  sent  home  to  its  owners.  To  send  it 
out  in  silver  was  subject  to  two  manifest  inconveniencies.^ 
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First,  Tho  country  would  be  exhausted  of  its  cii'culating 
medium.  A  scarcity  of  coin  wae  already  felt  in  Bengal. 
Coasim  Ali  Khan,  (the  Nabob,  whom  the  Company's  ser- 
vanta  bad  lat-ely  set  up,  and  newlv  expelled,)  during  the 
short  period  ot  his  power,  had  exhausted  the  country  bj 
every  mode  of  extortion ;  in  his  fliglit  he  carried  off  an  im- 
mense treasure,  which  has  been  variously  computed,  but  by 
none  at  less  than  three  millions  sterling,  A  country  so  ex- 
hausted of  its  coin,  and  harassed  by  three  revolutions,  rapidly 
Buceeediiig  each  other,  was  rather  an  object  that  stood  in 
need  of  every  kind  of  refreshment  and  recruit,  than  one 
which  could  subsist  under  new  evacuations.  The  next,  and 
equally  obvious,  inconvenience  was  to  the  Company  itself. 
To  send  silver  into  Europe  would  be  to  send  it  from  the  best 
to  the  worst  market.  \VTien  arrived,  the  moat  profitable  use 
which  could  be  made  of  it,  would  be  to  send  it  back  t(j  Ben- 
gal for  the  purchase  of  Indian  merchandise :  it  was  necessary, 
therefore,  to  turn  the  Corapauy'a  revenue  into  its  commerce. 
The  first  investment  Avas  about  five  hundred  thousand  pounds, 
and  care  was  taken  afterwards  to  enlarge  it.  In  the  years 
1767  and  1768,  it  arose  to  seven  hundred  thousand. 

This  new  system  of  trade,  carried  on  through 
the  medium  of  power  and  public  revenue,  very  "^"""them*** 
soon  produced  its  natural  effects.  The  loudest 
complaints  arose  among  the  natives,  and  among  all  the 
foreigners,  who  traded  to  Bengal.  It  must  unquestionably 
have  thrown  the  whole  mercantile  system  of  the  country  into 
the  greatest  confusion.  With  regard  to  the  natives,  no  ex- 
pedient was  proposed  for  their  relief.  The  case  was  scrioua 
Vi-ith  respect  to  European  powers.  The  presidency  plainly 
represented  to  the  directors,  that  some  agreement  should  be 
made  with  foreign  jiations  for  providing  their  investment 
to  a  certain  amount,  or  that  the  deficiencies  then  subsisting 
must  terminate  in  an  open  rupture  with  France.  The 
directors,  pressed  hy  the  large  payments  in  Eiidand,  were 
not  free  to  abandon  their  system ;  and  all  possible  means  of 
diverting  the  manufactures  into  the  Company's  investment 
were  still  anxiously  sought  and  pursued,  until  the  difficulties 
of  the  foreign  companies  were  at  length  removed  hy  the 
natural  flow  of  the  fortunes  of  the  Company's  servants  into 
Europe  in  «ne  'nanner  which  wiU  be  stated  hereafter. 
vou  r  B 
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But,  with  all  these  cudeavoura  of  the  preside  ncr,  the  in- 
vestment sunk  in  17(jJ),  and  they  were  even  obliged  to  pay 
for  a  part  of  the  gooda  to  private  mprehants  in  the  Company's 
bouds,  hearing  interest.  It  was  plain,  that  thia  course  of 
business  coulu  not  hold.  The  niarmfacturera  of  Bengal,  far 
from  being  generally  in  a  condition  to  give  credit,  have  al- 
ways required  advances  to  be  made  to  them ;  so  have  the 
merchants  very  generally ;  at  least,  since  the  prevalence  of 
the  English  power  in  India.  It  waa  necessary  therefore, 
and  80  the  presidency  of  Calcutta  represented  the  raiatter,  to 
provide  before-hand  a  year's  advance.  This  required  great 
efforts ;  and  they  were  made.  Notwithstanding  the  famine 
in  1770,  which  wasted  Bengal  in  a  manner  dreadful  beyond 
all  example,  the  investment,  by  a  variety  of  sut'cessive  ei- 
pedienta,  many  of  them  of  the  most  dangerous  nature  and 
tendency,  was  forcibly  kept  up ;  and  even  in  that  forced  and 
lumatural  state  it  gathered  strength  almost  every  year.  The 
debts  contracted  in  the  infancy  of  the  system  were  gradually 
reduced ;  and  the  advancea  to  contractors  and  manufacturers 
were  regularly  made ;  bo  that  the  goods  from  Bengal, 
purchased  from  the  territorial  revcnuea,  from  the  sale  of 
European  goods,  and  from  the  produce  of  the  monopolies, 
for  the  four  years,  wliich  ended  with  1780,  (when  the  invest- 
ment from  the  surplus  revenues  finally  closed,)  were  never 
less  than  a  million  sterling,  and  commonly  nearer  twelve 
hundred  thousand  pounds.  This  million  is  the  lowest  value 
of  the  goods  sent  to  Europe,  for  wluch  no  satiafactiou  ia 
made.' 

About  a  hundred  thousand  pounds  a  year 
is  also  remitted  from  Bengal,  on  the  Company's 
account,  to  China ;  and  the  whole  of  the  product 
of  that  money  flows  into  the  direct  trade  from 
China  to  Europe.  Besides  this,  Bengal  sends  a  regular  sup- 
ply, in  time  ot  peace,  to  those  presidencies,  which  are  un- 
equal to  their  ovm  establishment.  To  Bombay  the  remit- 
tance in  money,  bills,  or  goods,  for  none  of  which  there  is  a 
return,  amounts  to  one  hundred  and  sisty  thousand  pounds  a 
year  at  a  medium. 

'  The  sale,  to  the  amount  of  about  one  hundred 'thousand  pounds  an- 
nually, uf  the  e.\port  £rura  Great  Britain,  ought  la  be  dnduuted  from  loit  _ 
million. 


Reniitlancea 
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The  goods,  "which  are  exported  from  Europe  Ej-„rtift«3i 
to  Indift,  consist  chiefly  of  military  and  naval    EngiMd  to 
Btorea,  of  clothing  for  troops,  and  of  other  objects   *"'"*• 
for  the  consumption  of  the  Europeans  residing  there ;  and, 
excepting   some   lead,  copper  utensils,   and  sheet   copper, 
woollen  cloth,  and  other  commodities  of  little  comparative 
value,  no  sort  of  merchandise  is  sent  from  England,  that  is 
in  demand  for  the  wants  or  desires  of  the  native  inhabit- 
ants. 

When  an  account  is  taken  of  the  intercourse 
(for  it  is  not  commerce)  which  is  carried  on  be-  ^^J^eat' 
tween  Bengal  and  England,  the  pernicious  effects 
of  the  system  of  investment  from  Eevenue  will  appear  in 
the  strongest  point  of  view.     In  that  view,  the  whole  ex- 
ported produce  of  the  country  (so  far  as  the  Company  ia 
concerned)  is  not  exchanged  in  the  course  of  barter ;  but  is 
taken  away  without  any  return  or  payment  whatsoever.     In 
a   commercial  light,  therefore,  England   becomes   annually 
bankrupt  to  Bengal  to  the  amount  nearly  of  its  own  deal- 
ing ;  or  rather  the  country  has  sutFered,  what  is  tantamount  to 
an  annual  plunder  of  its  manufactures  and  its  produce,  to  the 
value  of  twelve  hundred  thousand  pounds. 

In  time  of  peace,  three  foreign  companies  ap- 
pear at  tlrst  sight  to  bring  their  contribution  of  ^""t'SieT"' 
trade   to   the   supply  of  this   continual   drain. 
Those  are  the   companies   of  France,  Holland,  and   Den- 
mark-    But  when  the  object  is  considered  more 
nearly,  instead  of  relief,  these  companies,  who  Sfth^irTrnd" 
from   their  want  of  authority  in   the  coimtry 
might  seem  to  trade  upon  a  principle  merely  commercial, 
will  be  found  to  add  their  full  proportion  to  the  calamity 
brought  upon  Bengal  by  the  destructive  system  of  the  rul- 
ing power  :  because  the  greater  part  of  the  capital  of  all  these 
companies,  and  perhaps  the  whole  capital  of  some  of  theiu.is 
furnished,  exactly  as  the  British  ia,  out  of  the  revenues  of 
the  country.     The  civil  and  military  servants  of  the  English 
East-India  Company  being  restrieted  in  drawing  hills  upon 
Europe,  and  none  of  them  ever  making  or  proposing  an 
establisliment  in  India,  a  very  great  part  of  tlieir  fortunes, 
well  or  ill  gotten,  is  in  aM  probability  thrown,  as  fast  as  re- 
quired,  into  the  cash  of  these  compamea, 
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In  all  other  countries  the  revenue,  following  the  natural 
course  and  order  of  things,  arises  out  of  their  commerce. 
Here,  by  a  mischievoua  inversion  of  that  order,  the  whole 
foreign  maritime  trade,  whether  English,  French,  Dutch,  or 
Danish,  arises  from  the  revenues  ;  and  these  are  carried  out 
of  the  country,  without  producing  anything  to  compensate 
BO  heavy  a  loss. 

Your  committee  have  not  been  able  to  discover 
the  entire  value  of  the  inveatment  made  by  fo- 
reign companies.  But  as  the  investment  which 
the  English  East-India  Company  derived  from  its  revenues, 
and  even  from  its  public  credit,  is  for  the  year  1783  to  b© 
wholly  stopped,  it  haa  been  proposed  to  private  persons  to 
make  a  subscription  for  an  investment  on  their  own  account. 
This  investment  is  to  be  equal  to  the  sum  of  £800,000. 
Another  loan  haa  been  also  made  for  an  invest ment  on  the 
Company's  account  to  China  of  £200,000.  This  makes  a 
million ;  and  there  is  no  question  that  much  more  could  be 
readily  had  for  bills  upon  Europe.  Now,  as  there  is  no 
doubt  that  the  whole  ot  the  money  remitted  is  the  property 
of  British  subjects,  (none  eke  having  any  interest  in  remit- 
ting  to  Europe,)  it  is  not  unfair  to  suppose,  that  a  very  great 
part,  if  not  the  whole,  of  what  may  find  its  way  into  this 
new  channel,  is  not  newly  created ;  but  only  diverted  from 
those  channels  in  which  it  formerly  ran,  that  is,  the  cash  of 
the  foreign  trading  companies. 

Besides  the  investment  made  in  goods  by  fo- 
reign companies  from  the  ftmds  of  British  sub- 
jects, these  subjects  have  been  for  some  time  is 
the  practice  of  sending  very  great  sums  in  gold  and  silver 
directly  to  China  on  their  own  account.  In  a  memorial  pre- 
sented to  the  governor-general  and  council,  in  IVIarch,  1782, 
it  appears,  that  the  principal  money  lent  by  British  subjects 
to  one  company  of  merchants  in  China  then  amounted  to 
seven  millions  of  dollars,  about  one  million  seven  hundred 
thousand  pounds  sterling ;  and  not  the  smallest  particle  of 
silver  sent  to  China  ever  returns  to  India.  It  is  not  easy  to 
determine  in  what  proportions  this  enormous  sum  of  money 
haa  been  sent  from  JVIadras,  or  from  Bengal,  but  it  equally 
eihausta  a  country  belonging  to  this  kingdom,  whether  it 
cornea  from  the  one  or  from  the  other. 
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But  that  the  greatness  of  all  these  drains,  and 
their  effects,  may  be  rendered  more  visible,  your  fto'VJife  in- 
oommittee  have  turned  their  consideration  to  the   vCTtment,  how 
employment  of  those  parts  of  the  Bengal  revenue,  '^^  ^ 
which  are  not  employed  in  the  Company's  own  investments 
for  China  and  for  Europe,     Wliat  is  taken  over  and  above 
the  investment  (when  an  investment  can  be  made)  from  the 
gross  revenue,  either  for  the  charge  of  collectioo,  or  for  civil 
and  military  establishments,  is  in  time  of  peace  two  millions 
at  the  least.     Troni  the  portion  of  that  sum,  which  goes  to 
the   support  of  civil  government,  the  imtivea   are   almost 
wholly  excluded,  as  they  are  from  the  principal  collections 
of  revenue.     With  very  few  exceptions,  they  are  only  em- 
ployed as  serv'ants  and  agents  to  Europeans,  or  in  the  interior 
departments  of  collection,  when  it  is  absolutely  impossible  to 
proceed  a  step  without  tkeir  assistance,     lor  some  time 
after  the  acquisition  of  the  territorial  revenue,  the  sum  of 
four  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  pounds  a  year  ^^j^^^  ^    ^ 
was  paid,  according  to  the  stipulation  of  a  treaty.  Nabob  of  B«n. 
to  the  Nabob  of  Bengal  for  the  support  of  his  ^ 
government.      This  sum,  however  inconsiderable  compared 
to  the  revenues  of  the  province,  yet,  distributed  through  the 
various  departments  of  eivtl  administration,  8er\"ed  iu  some 
degree  to  preserve  the  natives  of  the  better  sort,  particularly 
those  of  the  Mahomedan  profession,   from  being  utterly 
ruined-      The  people  of  that  persuasion  not  being  so  gener- 
ally engaged  in  trade,  and  not  having  on  their  conquest  of 
Bengal  divested  the  ancient  Geutoo  proprietors  of  their  lands 
of  inheritance,  had  for  their  chief,  if  not  their  sole,  support 
the  share  of  a  moderate  conqueror  in  all  oflices  civil  and  mili- 
tary.    But  your  committee  find,  that  this  arrangement  was 
of  a  short  duration.     Without  the  least  regard  to  the  sub- 
sistence of  this  innocent  people,  or  to  the  faith  of  the  agree- 
ment on  which  they  were  brought  under  the  British  govern- 
ment, this  sum  was  reduced  by  a  new  treaty  to 
£320,000  ;    and  soon  after,  (upon  a  pretence  of 
the  present  Nabob's  minori^,  and  a  temporary  sequestra 
tion  for  the  discharge  of  hia  tlebta,)  to  £100,000:  but  when 
he  arrived  at  his  majority,  and  when  the  debts  were  paid,  the 
Bequestratiou  still  continued.     And,  so  far  aa  the  late  ad> 
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vices  may  be  understood,  the  allowance  to  the  Xabob  ap« 
pears  still  to  stand  at  the  reduced  sum  of  £160,000. 

The  other  resource  of  the  Maliomedaus,  and  of 
the  Geutooa  of  certain  of  the  higher  casts,  was 
the  army.  In  this  army,  niue-tentha  of  which  consist  of 
natives,  no  native,  of  whatever  description,  holds  any  rank 
higher  than  that  of  a  subadar  commandant,  that  is,  of  aa 
officer  below  the  rank  of  an  English  subaltern,  who  is  ap- 
pointed to  each  company  of  the  native  soldiery. 

Tour  committee  here  would  be  understood  to 
state  the  ordinary  estftblishraent,  for  the  war  may 
have  made  some  alteration  :  all  the  lionourable, 
all  the  lucrative,  situations  of  the  army,  all  the 
supplies  and  contracts,  of  whatever  species,  that  belong  to 
it,  are  solely  in  the  hands  of  the  English  ;  bo  that  whatever 
is  beyond  the  mere  subsistence  of  a  common  soldier,  and 
some  ofEcers  of  a  lower  rank,  together  with  the  immediate 
expenses  of  the  English  officers  at  their  table,  is  sooner  or^ 
later,  in  one  shape  or  another,  sent  out  of  the  country.  ^ 

Such  was  tlie  state  of  Bengal  even  in  time  of  profound 
peace,  and  before  the  whole  weight  of  the  public  charge  fell 
upon  that  unhappy  country  for  the  support  of  other  parts  of 
India,  whicli  had  been  desolated  in  such  a  manner  as  to  con- 
tribute little  or  nothing  to  their  own  protection.  ^ 
Tour  committee  Kave  given  this  short  eompa-^ 
^"oTtrade^  rative  account  of  the  effects  of  the  maritime  traf- 
fic of  Bengal  when  in  its  natural  sfcite,  and  as 
it  has  stood  since  the  prevalence  of  the  system  of  an  invest- 
ment from  the  revenues.  But  before  the  formation  of  that 
system,  Bengal  did  by  no  means  depend  for  its  resources  on 
its  maritime  commerce.  The  inland  trade,  from  whence  it  de- 
rived a  verj-  great  supply  of  silver  and  gold,  and  Tnany  kinds 
of  merchantable  goods,  was  verj'  conaiderable.^The  higher 
provinces  of  the  Mogul  empire  were  then  populous  and 
opulent,  and  intercourse  to  an  immense  amount  was  carried 
on  between  them  and  Bengal.  A  great  trade  also  passed 
through  these  provinces  from  all  the  countries  on  the  frontier 
of  Persia,  and  the  frontier  provinces  of  Tartary,  as  well  as 
from  Surat  and  Baroach  on  the  western  side  of  India.  These 
parts  opened  to  Bengal  a  communication  with  the  Persian 
Gulf,  and  with  the  Bed  Sea,  and  through  them  with  tbtf 
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whole  Turkish  and  the  nmritime  parts  of  the  Persian  esipire, 
"  asides  the  commercial  intercourse  which  it  maintained  with 

lose  and  many  other  countries  through  its  own  seaports. 
During  that  period  the  remittauees  to  the  Mogul's  trea- 
sury from  Bengal  were  never  very  Inrge,  at  least  for  any  con- 
siderable time ;  nor  very  regularly  sent ;  and  the  impositions 
of  tlie  etate  were  soon  repaid  with  Interest  through  the  me- 
dium of  a  lucrative  commer<:e.     But  the  disorders  of  Persia, 
since  the  death  of  Kouli  Khan,  have  wholly  destroyed  the 
ide  of  tlmt  coxmtry ;  and  the  trade  to  Turkey, 
""    ■  la  and  Bussorah,  which  was  the  greatest,  "VrSfkey." 
and  perhaps  the  best  branch  of  the  Indian  trade,  is 
very  much  diminished.     The  fail  of  the  throne  of  the  Mogul 
emperors  has  drawn  with  it  that  of  the  great  marts  of  Agra 
and  Delhi.     The   utmost  confusion  of  the  ncirth-western 
provinces  followed  this  revolution,  which  was  not  absolutely 
complete  until  it  received  the  last  hand  from  (Jreat  Britain. 
Still  greater  calamities  have  fallen  upon  the  fine  pro^Tnces  of 
Rohilcund  and  Oude,  and  on  the  countries  of  Corah  and  Al- 
lahabad.    By  the  operations  of  the  British  arms  and  indu- 
ance,  they  are  in  many  places  turned  to  mere  deserts,  or  so 

jduced  and  decayed  aa   to  afford  very  few   materials  or 

leans  of  commerce. 

Such  is  the  actual  condition  of  the  trade  of 
Bengal  since  the  establishment  of  the  British  tal^ecirliatll 
power  there.  The  commerce  of  the  Camatic,  aa 
far  as  the  inqmriea  of  your  committee  have  extended,  did  not 
appear  with  a  better  aspect,  even  before  the  invasion  of 
Hyder  Ali  Khan,  and  the  consequent  desolation,  which  for 
many  years  to  come  must  exclude  it  from  any  considerable 
part  of  the  trading  system. 

It  appears  on  the  examination  of  an  intelligent  person 
concerned  in  trade,  and  who  resided  at  Madras  for  several 
years,  that  on  his  arrival  there,  which  was  in  the  year  1767, 
that  city  was  in  a  iourishing  condition,  and  one  of  the  first 
marts  in  India ;  but  when  he  left  it  in  1779  there  was  little 
or  no  trade  remaining,  and  but  one  ship  belonging  to  the 
whole  place.  The  evidence  of  this  gentlenian  purports,  that 
ftt  his  first  acquaintance  with  the  CiLriiatic,  it  was  a  well-cul- 
tivated and  populous  country,  and  as  such  consumed  many 
Rrtic'lea  of  merchaudise ;  that  at  his  departure  he  left  it  much 
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circuinscribed  in  trade,  greatly  in  the  doeline  as  to  population 
and  culture,  and  with  a  correapondent  decay  of  the  terri- 
torial revenue. 

Your  committee  find,  that  there  haa  also  been  from  ICa- 
draa  an  inTestment  on  the  Company's  account,  taking  one 
year  with  another,  very  nearly  on  the  same  principles,  and 
■with  the  same  efFecta,  as  that  from  Bengal ;  and  they  think  it 
is  highly  probable,  that,  besides  the  large  euma  remitted  di- 
rectly from  Madras  to  Cliina,  there  has  likewise  been  a  great 
deal  on  a  private  account,  for  that  and  other  countries,  in- 
vested in  the  cash  of  foreign  and  European  powers  trading 
ou  the  coflat  of  Coromandel.  But  your  coimnittee  have  not 
extended  their  inquiries  relative  to  the  commerce  of  the 
countries  dependent  ou  Madras  so  far  as  they  have  done  with 
regard  to  Bengal.  They  have  reason  to  apprehend,  that  the 
condition  is  rather  worse  ;  but  if  the  House  requires  a  more 
minute  examination  of  tliia  important  subject,  your  com- 
mittee is  wUling  to  enter  into  it  without  delay. 

IIL— EFFECT  OF  THE  REVENUE  INVESTMENT  ON  THB 
COM  FAN  y. 

Hitherto,  your  committee  haa  considered  this  system  of 
revenue  investiaient,  substituted  in  the  place  of  a  commercial 
link  between  India  and  Europe,  so  far  as  it  affects  "India 
only  :  they  are  now  to  consider  it  ns  it  affects  the  Company. 
So  long  as  that  corporation  continued  to  receive  a  vast 
quantity  of  merchantable  goods  without  any  disbursement 
for  the  purchase,  so  long  it  possessed  •wherewithal  to  con- 
tinue a  dividend  to  pay  debts,  and  to  contribute  to  the  state. 
But  it  muat  have  been  always  evident  to  considerate  per- 
sons, that  this  vast  extraction  of  wealth  from  a  country, 
lessening  in  its  resources  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of 
its  burthens,  was  not  calculated  for  a  very  long  duration. 
For  a  while  the  Company's  sei-vants  kept  up  this  investment, 
not  by  improving  commerce,  manufactures,  or  agriculture, 
but  by  forcibly  raising  the  land-rents  on  the  principles  and 
in  the  manner  hereafter  to  be  described,  when  theae  ex- 
tortions disappointed,  or  threatened  to  disappoint,  expect- 
ation, in  order  to  purvey  for  the  avarice  which  raged  in 
England,  they  sought  for  expedients  in  breaches  of  all  tha 
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agreements,  by  which  they  were  bound  by  any  payment  to 
the  country  powers,  and  in  exciting  disturbances  among  all 
the  neighbouring  princes.  Stimulating  their  ambition^  and 
fomenting  their  mutual  animositiea,  they  sold  to  them  reci- 
procally their  common  aervitude  and  ruin. 

The  governor-general,  Mr.  Hastings,  and  the  council,  tell 
the  directors,  "  that  the  supply  for  the  investment  has  arisen 
from  casual  and  extraordinary  resources,  which  they  could 
not  expect  always  to  command."  lu  an  earlier  minute  he 
expresses  himself  still  more  distinctly ;  he  says,  "  If  the  in- 
ternal resources  of  a  state  fail  it,  or  are  not  equal  to  its  oc- 
casional wants,  whenco  can  it  obtain  immediate  relief  but 
from  external  means?"  Indeed,  the  iuvestinent  has  not 
been  for  any  long  time  the  natural  product  of  the  revenue  of 
Bengal :  when  by  the  vast  charge,  and  by  the  ill  return  of 
an  evil  political  and  military  traffic,  and  by  a  prodigal  in- 
crease ot  establishraenta,  ana  a  profuse  coiiuuct  in  distribut- 
ing agencies  and  contracts,  they  found  themselves  under 
difficidties,  instead  of  being  cured  of  their  immoral  and  im- 

J)olitic  delusion,  they  plunged  deeper  into  it,  and  were  drawn 
irom  expedient  to  expedient  for  the  supply  of  the  investment 
into  that  endlesss  chain  of  wars,  which  this  House,  by  its  re- 
solutions, has  so  justly  condemned.  At  houie  these  meaaurea 
were  sometimes  ccnmtenanced,  sometimes  winked  at,  some- 
times censured,  but  always  with  an  acceptance  of  whatever 
profit  they  afforded. 

At  length  the  funds  for  the  inveatment,  and  for  these  wars 
together,  could  no  longer  be  supplied.  In  the  year  1778,  the 
provision  for  the  investment  from  the  revenues,  and  from 
the  monopolies,  stood  very  high.  It  was  estimated  at  a 
million  four  hundred  thousand  pounds ;  and  of  this  it  ap- 
pears, that  a  great  deal  was  realized.  But  this  was  the  high 
flood-tide  of  the  inveatment ;  for  in  that  year  they  announce 
its  probable  decline ;  and  that  such  extensive  supplies  could 
not  be  continued.  The  advances  to  the  board  ot  trade  be- 
came less  punctual,  and  many  disputes  aroao  about  the  time 
of  making  them.  However,  knowing  that  all  their  credit  at 
home  depended  on  the  investment,  or  upon  an  opinion  of  ita 
magnitude,  whilst  they  repeat  their  warning  ol  a  probable 
deficiency,  and  that  their  "finances  bore  an  unfavourable 
nepect,"  in  the  year  1779  they  rate  the  investment  still 
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higlier.  But  their  payments  becoming  less  and  less  regnlar, 
and  the  wai-  caiTvirig  away  all  the  supplies,  at  leiigtli  JSir. 
HaatingB,  in  December,  1780,  denounced  sentence  of  ap- 
proaching diaaolution  to  this  syetem,  ani  tells  the  directors, 
that  "  He  bore  too  high  a  respect  for  their  characters  to  treat 
them  xvith  the  maaagenieiit  of  a  preparatory  and  gradual  in- 
troduction to  an  unpleasing  report.  That  it  is  the  antff  sulh- 
stantial  information  he  Bhali  have  to  convey  in  that  letter." 
In  confidence  therefore  of  their  fortitude,  he  tella  them  with- 
out ceremony,  "  That  there  will  be  a  necessity  of  making  a 
large  reduction,  or  possibly  a  total  suspefmon,  of  their  invest- 
ment ; — that  thej  had  already  been  reduced  to  borrow  near 
£700,000.  This  resource  (says  he)  cannot  last;  it  must 
cease  at  a  certain  period,  and  that  perhaps  not  far  distnnt." 

He  was  not  mistaken  in  hia  prognostic.  Loans  now  be- 
coming the  regular  reaoiu"oe  for  retrieving  the  investment, 
whose  ruin  was  inevitable,  the  council  enabled  the  board  of 
trade,  in  April,  1781,  to  grant  certificates  for  government 
bonda  at  8  per  cent,  interest  for  about  £050,000.  The  in- 
restment  was  fised  at  £900,000. 

But  now  another  alarming  aystera  appeared.  These  new 
bonds  overloaded  the  market :  those,  which  had  been  for- 
merly issued,  were  at  a  disconnt  •,  the  board  of  trade  waa 
obhged  to  advance,  therefore,  a  fourth  more  than  usual  to 
the  contractors.  This  aeemed  to  satisfy  that  description  of 
dealers.  But  as  those,  who  bought  on  agency,  were  limited 
to  no  terms  of  mutual  advantage ;  and  the  bonds  on  the 
new  issue  falling  from  3  to  8,  9,  and  10  per  cent,  dia-fl 
count,  the  agents  were  unable  to  furnish  at  the  usual  prieea.  V 
Accordingly  a  discount  was  settled  on  such  terms  as  could 
be  made ;  the  lowest  discount,  and  that  at  two  places  only, 
•was  at  4  per  cent. ;  which,  with  the  interest  on  the  bonda, 
made  (besides  the  earlier  advance)  at  the  least  12  per  ce^^t. 
additional  charge  upon  all  goods.  It  wag  evident,  that  aa 
the  investment,  instead  of  being  supported  by  the  revenues, 
was  sunk  by  the  fall  of  their  credit,  so  the  net  revenues  were 
diminished  by  the  daily  accumulation  of  an  interest  accruing 
on  account  of  the  inveatment.  What  was  done  to  aUeviate 
one  complaint  thus  aggravating  the  other,  and  at  length 
proving  pernicious  to  both,  tms  trade  on  bonds  likewicw 
came  to  its  period. 
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Tour  eommittee  has  reason  to  think,  that  the  bouds  have 
Bince  that  time  sunk  to  a  discount  much  greater  eren  than 
what  13  now  stated.  The  board  of  trade  justly  denominates 
their  rcsoiirce  for  that  year,  "the  sinkiiQg  credit  of  a  paper 
currency,  labouring,  from  the  uucouimoa  scarcity  of  species, 
under  disadvantages  scarcely  aurmouiitahlc."  From  this 
they  value  themselves  "  on  having  effected  an  ostensible  pro- 
vision, at  least  for  that  investment."  For  1783  nothing  ap- 
pears even  ostensible. 

By  this  failure  a  total  revolution  ensued  of  the  most  ex- 
traordinary nature,  and  to  which  ynur  committee  Trish  to  call 
the  particular  attention  of  the  House.  For  the  counoil- 
general,  iu  their  letter  of  the  Sth  of  April,  1782,  after  stating, 
that  they  "were  disappointed  in  their  espectationa,  (how 
grounded  it  does  not  appear,)  "  thought,  that  the}*  should  be 
able  to  spare  a  sum  to  the  board  of  trade" — they  tell  the 
court  of  directors,  "  that  they  had  adopted  a  new  method  of 
keeping  up  the  investment  by  private  subscribers  for  eighty 
lacks  of  rupees,  which  will  find  cargoes  for  their  skips  on  the 
usual  terms  of  pri-i-ilege  at  the  risk  of  (he  individuah ;  and  is 
to  be  repaid  to  them  according  to  the  produce  of  the  sales  in 
England.''*  And  they  tell  the  directors,  that  "  a  copy  of  the 
plan  makes  a  number  in  their  separate  despatches  over  land." 

It  is  impossible,  in  reporting  this  revolution  to  the  House, 
to  avoid  remarking  with  what  fidelity  Mr.  Hastings  and  his 
council  have  adhered  to  the  mode  of  transmitting  their  ac- 
counts, which  your  committee  found  it  necessary  to  mark 
and  censure  in  their  first  report.  Its  pernicious  tendency  ia 
there  fuUy  Ret  forth.  They  were  peculiarly  called  on  for  a 
most  accurate  state  of  their  affairs,  in  order  to  exjdain  the 
necessity  of  having  recourse  to  such  a  scheme,  as  well  as  for 
a  full  and  correct  account  of  the  scheme  itself.  But  they 
send  only  the  above  short  minute  by  one  despatch  over  land, 
whilst  the  copy  of  the  plan  itself,  on  which  the  directors 
must  form  their  judgment,  is  sent  sepai'atcly  in  another 
despatch  over  land,  which  has  never  arrived.  A  third  despatch, 
which  also  contained  the  plan,  was  sent  by  a  sea  conveyance, 
and  arrived  late.  The  directors  have,  for  very  obvious  rea- 
sons, ordered  by  a  strict  injunction,  that  they  should  send 
duplicates  of  all  their  despatches  by  every  ship.  The  spirit 
of  this  rule,  perhapa,  ought  to  extend  to  every  mode  of  eon- 
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veyance.  In  this  case,  so  far  from  sending 
do  not  send  evea  one  perfect  account.  They  announce  • 
plan  by  one  conveyance,  and  they  send  it  by  another  con- 
veyance, with  otlier  delays  and  other  riska. 

At  length,  at  nearly  four  months  distance,  the  plan  has 
been  received ;  and  appears  to  be  aubstantiaily  that  which 
bad  been  announced,  but  developing  in  the  particulars  many 
new  circumatancea  of  the  greatest  importance.  By  thia  plan 
it  appeara,  that  the  Buhscription,  even  in  idea  or  pretence,  is 
not  for  the  use  of  the  Company ;  but  that  the  BubscriberB 
are  united  into  a  sort  of  society  for  the  remitting  their  pri' 
va^  fortunes ;  the  goods  indeed  are  said  to  be  shipped  on  the 
Company's  account,  and  they  ore  directed  to  be  sold  on  the 
Bame  account^  and  at  the  usual  periods  of  sale ;  but,  after  the 
payment  of  duties,  and  such  other  allowances  aa  they  choose 
to  make,  in  the  11th  article  they  pro^nde  "  that  the  remainder 
of  the  sales  shall  revert  to  the  subscTibers,  and  be  declared  to 
fie  their  properti/,  and  divided  in  proportion  to  their  respect- 
ive shares."  The  compensation,  which  Ithey  allow  in  this 
Slan  to  their  masters  for  their  brokerage,  is,  that  if  (after 
educting  all  the  charges,  which  they  impose)  "  the  amount 
of  the  sales  should  be  found  to  exceed  two  shillings  and  two- 
pence for  the  current  rupee  of  the  invoice  account,  it  shall 
be  taken  by  the  Company."  !For  the  management  of  this 
concern  in  Bengal  they  choose  commiasionera  by  their  own 
authority.  By  the  same  authority  they  form  them  into  a 
body ;  they  put  them^  under  rules  and  regulations ;  and  they 
empower  them  also  to  make  regulations  of  their  own.  They 
remit,  by  the  like  authority,  the  duties,  to  which  all  private 
trade  is  subject;  and  they  charge  the  whole  concern  with 
7  per  cent,  to  be  paid  Irom  the  net  produce  of  the  sales  in 
England,  as  a  recompence  to  the  commiasioneTs ;  for  this 
the  commisaioncra  contract  to  bear  aJl  the  charges  on  the 
goods  to  the  time  of  shipping. 

The  servants  having  formed  this  plan  of  trade,  and  a  new 
oommiasion  for  the  conduct  of  it,  on  their  private  account, — 
it  is  a  matter  of  consideration  to  know  who  the  commiasion- 
era are.  They  turn  out  to  be  the  three  senior  servants  of 
the  Company's  board  of  trade,  who  choose  to  take  upon  them 
t.0  be  the  factors  of  others  for  large  emoluments,  whilst  they 
receive  salaries  of  t«'o  thousand  pounds,  and  fifteen  hundred 
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i,  a  year  from  the  Company.  As  the  Company  have 
no  other  fund  than  the  new  investment,  firom  whence  they 
are  to  be  paid  for  the  care  of  their  eervmits'  property,  this 
commission  and  those  salaries  being  to  take  place  ol  their 
brokerage,  they  in  eft'ect  render  it  very  difficult,  if  not  impos- 
Bible,  for  them  to  derive  advantage  from  tlieir  new  oecupation. 

As  to  the  benefit  of  this  plan  :  besides  preventing  the  lous 
which  must  happen  from  the  Compiiiiy's  ehipa  returning 
empty  to  Europe,  and  the  stopping  of  all  trade  between 
India  and  England,  the  authors  of  it  state,  that  it  ■will  "  open 
a  new  channel  of  remittance,  and  abolish  the  practice,  by 
precluding  the  necessity,  of  remitting  private  fortmies  by 
foreign  bottoms;  and  that  it  may  lead  to  some  permanent 
mode  for  remittance  of  private  fortunes,  and  of  combining  it 
with  the  regular  provision  of  the  Company's  investment. 
That  it  will  yield  some  profit  to  the  Company  without  risk ; 
and  the  national  gain  will  be  the  same  as  upon  the  regular 
trade." 

As  to  the  combination  of  this  mode  of  remittance  with  the 
Company's  investment,  nothing  can  be  affirmed  concerning 
it  until  some  satisfactory  assurance  can  be  held  out,  that 
such  an  investment  can  ever  be  realized.  Mr.  Hastings  and 
the  gentlemen  of  the  council  have  not  afforded  any  ground 
for  such  an  exjjectation .  That  the  Indian  trade  may  become 
a  permanent  vehicle  of  the  private  fortunes  of  the  Company's 
servants  is  very  probable ;  that  is,  as  permanent  as  the 
means  of  acquiring  fortunes  in  India ;  but  that  some  profit 
will  accrue  to  the  Company  is  absolutely  impossible.  The 
Company  are  to  bear  all  the  charge  outwiuds,  and  a  very 
great  part  of  that  homewards ;  and  their  only  compensation 
is  the  surplus  eonimiaaion  on  the  sale  of  other  people's  goods. 
The  nation  will  undoubtedly  avoid  great  loss  and  detriment, 
which  would  be  the  inevitable  consequence  of  the  total  cessa- 
tion of  the  trade  with  Bengal,  and  the  ships  returning  with- 
out cargoes.  But  if  this  temporary  expedient  should  be 
improved  into  a  system,  no  occasioual  advautagoa  to  be  de- 
rived from  it  would  be  sufficient  to  balance  the  mischiefs  of 
finding  a  great  parliamentary  corporation  turned  into  a  ve- 
hicle for  remitting  to  England  the  private  fortunes  of  those, 
for  whose  benefit  the  territorial  posseaaiona  in  India  are,  in 
effect  and  substance,  under  this  project  to  be  solely  held. 
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By  this  eitraordinary  Rchcrae  the  Company  is  totally  over- 
turued,  and  all  its  relations  inverted.  From  being  a  body 
concerned  in  trade  on  their  own  account,  and  employing 
their  servants  as  factors,  the  servaotB  have  at  one  stroke 
taken  the  vi  hole  trade  into  their  own  hands,  on  their  own 
capital  of  £800,000,  at  their  o'wtx  risk ;  and  the  Company  are 
become  agents  and  factors  to  them,  to  sell  by  coramissiou 
their  goods  for  their  profit. 

To  enable  your  committee  to  form  Bome  judgment  upon 
the  profit,  which  may  accrue  to  the  Company  from  its  new 
relation  and  employment,  they  directed,  that  an  estimate 
shoidd  be  made  of  the  probable  proceeds  of  an  investment 
conducted  on  the  principlea  of  that  intended  to  be  realized 
for  1783.     By  this  eatimate,^  which  ia  subjoined,  it  appears 

'  ESTIMATE  of  the  SaJe  Amount,  and  net  Proceeds  in  England,  of 
the  Cargoes  to  be  sent  from  Benga.1,  agreeable  to  the  plan  received 
by  Letter  dated  the  Stli  April,  17B'i. 

Yhia  c&lcul&tion  supposes  the  80  lack  inyeatmeQls  will  be  equal  to  the 
tonnage  of  fiyo  siiips. 


•>  2.  To  Custom 
=  3.    -    Freight 


•5. 


'6, 


65,000 


£320,000 

200,000 

5  per  cent,  duty 

on  £1,300,000 
2  d°  -  warehouse  J  ng  r^r^ 

room  d"    .  ,   .    )       ' 
7  d"  -  commission  1  40  grt 


on  £GU4,500 


Balance 


£653,315 
.    362,185 


£1,215.500 


1.  By  sale  amount  of^         £ 
piece  goods  and  \  1,300,Q 
raw  silk    .    .     ) 

Discount  6  J  per  J 
cent,  allo-wed  5 
the  buyers        ) 


£1.215,500 


L 


*  1 .  The  sale  amount  is  computed  on  an  avera^  of  the  sales  of  tlie  ti>vo 
Jflst  years'  imports. 

•>  2.  The  custom  is  computed  on  an  average  of  what  was  paid  on  piece 
goods  and  raw  silk  of  said  imports,  abiding  additional  imposU'i. 

'  3.  The  ships  going  out  of  this  season  (1762)  by  which  the  above  in- 
vestment ia  expected  to  be  sent  home,  arc  taken  up  at  £47  bs.  per  ton, 
for  the  homeward  cargo ;  this  charge  amounts  to  £35,815  each  ship  ;  the 
additional  wages  to  the  men,  which  the  Company  pay,  and  a  very  small 
charge  for  demurrage,  will  increase  the  freight,  &c.  to  £40,000  per  iship, 
a^recEkhle  to  above  eslimale. 

'^  4.  The  duty  of  5  per  cent,  is  charged  by  the  Company  on  the  gross 
wle  atnount  of  all  private  tiade  licensed  to  be  brought  from  India ;  the 
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to  your  committee,  that  so  far  from  any  surplus  profit  from 
this  transaction,  the  Bengal  adventurera  themselves,  instead 
of  realizing  2*.  2d.  the  rupee,  (the  atandoi-d  they  fix  for  tlieir 
payment,)  \rill  not  receive  the  Is.  9d.  which  Ja  its  utmost 
Talue  in  silver  at  the  mint ;  nor  probably  above  1«.  5rf. 
"With  this  certain  loss  before  their  eyes,  it  is  impossible  that 
they  can  ever  complete  their  siibacription,  unless,  by  man- 
agement among  themselves,  they  ehould  be  able  to  procure 
the  goods  for  their  ovm  account,  upon  other  terma  than 
those  on  which  they  purchased  them  for  their  masters,  or 
unless  they  have  ibr  the  supply  of  the  Company,  ou  their 
hands,  a  quantity  of  goods,  which  they  cannot  otherwise  dis- 
pose of.  This  latter  case  is  not  very  improbable  from  their 
proposing  to  send  ten-sixteenths  of  the  whole  investment  in 
silk  :  which,  as  wiU  he  seen  hereafter,  the  Company  has  pro- 
hibited to  be  sent  on  their  account,  as  a  disadvantageous 
article,  Nothiog,  but  the  sers'ants  being  overloaded,  am 
rationally  account  for  their  choice  of  so  great  a  proportion 
of  so  dubious  a  commodity. 

On  the  state  made  by  two  reports  of  a  committee  of  the 
general  court  iij,  1782,  their  affairs  were  even  then  reduced 
to  a  low  ebbY  But  \uider  tlie  arrajigement  aiiuouueed  by 
IVIr.  Hastings  and  his  colleagues,  it  does  not  appear,  after 
this  period  of  the  servants'  investment,  from  what  ftmd  the 
proprietors  are  to  make  any  dividend  at  all.  The  objects 
of  the  sale,  from  whetice  the  dividend  is  to  arise,  are  not 
their  goods :  they  stand  accountable  to  others  for  the  wh|Ole 
probable  produce.  The  state  of  the  Company's  commerce 
will  therefore  become  an  object  of  serious  consideratioa ;  an 
aifair,  as  your  committee  apprehends,  of  as  much  difficulty  as 
ever  tried  the  faculties  of  this  House.  For  on  the  one  hand 
itis  plain,  that  the  system  of  providing  the  Company's  im- 
port into  Ear(y>e,  resting  almost  wholly  on  an  investment 
from  its  territorial  revenueSj  has  failed :  during  its  continu-  • 

amount  of  IhLs  duty  is  the  only  benefii  the  Cumpany  are  likely  to  receive 
rom  the  subsoriptlon  investment- 
"  5.  This  charge  is  likewise  made  on  private  trade  goods,  and  is  little 
^  anything)  more  than  the  real  expense  the  Cumpany  are  at  ou  account 
the  same ;    therefore  no  henefit  will  probably  arise  to  the  Company 
Dm  it  on  the  sale  uf  the  said  investment. 

'  6.  This  is  the  sutii,  which  will  probably  be  realized  in  England  and  la 
ly  equal  to  !«.  bd.  per  rupee,  an  the  80  lacks  siubiiciibed. 
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ance  it  was  supported  on  principles  fetal  to  the  prosperity  ai 
that  country.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  nominal  commerce 
of  the  Company  is  suffered  to  be  carried  on  for  the  account 
of  the  servants  abroad,  by  inFesting  the  emoluments  made 
in  their  stations,  these  emoluments  are  therefore  inclusively 
authorized,  and  with  them  the  practices  from  which  they  ao 
crue.  All  parliamentary  attempts  to  reform  this  system  will 
be  contradictory  to  rta  institution.  If,  for  instance,  five 
hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling  annually  be  necessary  for 
this  kind  of  investment,  any  regulation,  which  may  prevent 
the  acquisition  of  that  sum,  operates  against  the  investment^ 
which  ia  the  end  proposed  by  the  plan. 

On  this  new  scheme,  (which  is  neither  calculated  for  ft 
future  security,  nor  for  a  present  relief  to  the  Company,)  it 
is  not  nsible  in  what  manner  the  settlements  in  India  can 
be  at  all  upheld.  The  gentlemen  in  employmeuta  abroad 
call  for  the  whole  produce  of  the  year's  investment  from 
Bengal ;  but  for  the  payment  of  the  counter-investment  from 
Europe,  which  ia  for  the  far  greater  part  sent  out  for  the  sup- 
port of  tiieii'  power,  no  provision  at  all  is  made :  they  have 
not,  it  seems,  agreed  that  it  should  be  charged  to  their  ac- 
count, or  that  any  deduction  should  be  made  for  it  from  the 
produce  of  their  sales  in  LeadenHall  Street.  How  far  such  a 
scheme  ia  preferable  to  the  total  suspension  of  trade,  your 
committee  cannot  positively  determine.  In  all  likelihood 
extraordinary  expedients  were  necessary;  but  the  causes, 
which  induced  this  necessity,  ought  to  be  more  fully  inquired 
into ;  for  the  last  step  in  a  series  of  conduct  may  be  justifi- 
able upon  principles  that  suppose  great  blame  in  those  which, 
preceded  it. 

After  your  committee  had  made  the  foregoing  obaervationB 
upon  the  plan  of  Mr.  Hastings  and  his  colleagues,  trans- 
mitted to  the  court  of  directors,  an  eitract  of  the  Madras 
consultations  was  a  few  days  ago  laid  before  us.  This  ex- 
tract contains  a  letter  from  the  governor-general  and  council 
of  Bengal  to  the  presidency  of  Fort  Saint  George,  which 
affords  a  very  striking,  though  to  your  committee  by  no 
means  an  unexpected,  picture  of  the  instability  of  their 
opiuions  and  conduct.  Ou  the  8th  of  April  the  servants  had 
regularly  formed  and  digested  the  above-mentioned  plan, 
which  was  to  form  the  basia  for  'he  investment  of  their  own 
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fortunes,  and  to  furnish  the  sole  means  of  the  commercial 
existence  of  their  masters.  Before  the  lOth  of  the  foUo^*^ng 
May,  which  is  the  date  of  their  letter  to  Madras,  they  in- 
form Lord  ilacartney,  that  they  had  fundamentally  altered 
the  whole  scheme.  "  Instead  (say  they)  of  allowing  the 
suhscribers  to  retain  an  interest  in  the  goods,  they  are  to 
be  provided  entirely  on  account  of  the  Company,  and  trans- 
ported ai  their  risk  ;  and  the  subscribers,  instead  of  receiving 
certificates  payable  out  of  the  produce  of  the  sales  in  Europe, 
are  to  be  granted  receipts  on  the  payment  of  their  advances, 
bearing  an  interest  of  8  per  cent,  per  annum,  untU  exchanged 
for  draughts  on  the  court  of  directors,  payable  365  days  after 
sight,  at  the  rate  of  two  shillings  per  current  rupee ;  which 
draughts  shall  be  granted  in  the  proper  time  of  S-Sths  of  the 
amount  subscribed  on  the  Slst  of  December  next ;  and  the 
retnainin^  o-Sths  on  the  Slst  of  December,  1783." 

The  plan  of  April  divests  the  Company  of  all  property  in 
Bengal  goods  transported  to  Europe ;  but  in  reeompence  they 
are  fireed  from  all  the  risk  and  expense ;  they  are  not  loaded 
with  interest ;  and  they  are  not  embarrassed  with  bills.  The 
plan  of  May  reinstates  them  in  their  old  relation ;  but  in  re- 
turn their  revenues  in  Bengal  are  charged  with  an  interest 
of  8  per  cent,  on  the  sum  subscribed,  until  bills  shall  be 
drawn.  They  are  made  proprietors  of  cargoes,  purchased 
under  the  disadvantage  of  that  interest  at  their  own  hazard. 
They  are  subjected  to  all  losses ;  and  they  are  involved  in 
Europe  for  pavments  of  bills  to  the  amount  of  eighty  lacks 
of  rupees,  at  two  shillings  the  rupee,  that  is,  in  bills  for  eight 
hundred  thousand  pounds  sterluig.  It  is  probably  on  ac- 
count of  the  previous  interest  of  8  per  cent,  that  the  value  of 
the  rupee  on  this  scheme  is  reduced.  ^Ir.  Hastings  and  his 
colleagues  announce  to  Lord  Slacartney  no  other  than  the 
foregoing  alteration  in  their  plan. 

It  is  discouraging  to  attempt  any  sort  of  observation  on 
plans  thus  shifting  their  principle,  whilst  their  merits  are 
under  examination.  The  judgment  formed  on  the  scheme  of 
April  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  project  of  May.  Tour 
committee  has  not  suppressed  any  part  of  the  reflectioni, 
which  occurred  to  them,  on  the  former  of  these  plana ;  first, 
because  the  Company  knows  of  no  other  by  any  regulw 
transmissions  j  secondly,  because  it  is  by  no  means  certai:^ 
VOI~  iv>  s 


b 


so  XEFOBT   Of  Jl  COUtfTTTEB 

tliat  before  the  expiration  of  June  the  governor-general  and 
council  may  not  revert  to  the  plan  of  April.  Tliey  speak  of 
that  plan  as  Ijkeiy  to  be  (or  make  a  part  of  oue  that  shall 
be)  permanenf..  Many  reasons  are  alleged  by  its  authors  in 
it*  favour,  grounded  on  the  state  of  their  affairs ;  none  what- 
ever are  assigned  for  the  alteration.  It  is  indeed  morally 
certain,  that  peraons,  who  had  money  to  remit,  must  have 
made  the  same  calculation  which  has  been  made  by  the 
directions  of  your  committee,  and  the  result  must  have  been 
equally  clear  to  them ;  which  is,  that  instead  of  realizing  two 
ahillinga  and  twopence  the  rupee  on  their  subscription,  aa 
tliey  proposed,  they  could  never  hope  to  see  more  than  one 
ahilliug  and  ninepence.  Thin  calculation  probably  shook  the 
main  pillar  of  the  project  of  April,  But  on  the  other  hand, 
as  the  aubacribers  to  the  second  scheme  can  have  no  certain 
assurance,  that  the  Company  will  accept  bills  so  far  esceed- 
ing  their  allowance  in  this  particular,  the  necessity  of  remit- 
ting their  fortuuea  may  beat  them  back  to  their  old  ground. 
The  Danish  Company  waa  the  only  means  of  remitting 
which  remained.  Attempts  have  been  made  with  succeas  to 
revive  a  Portuguese  trade  for  that  purpose.  It  ia  by  no 
means  clear,  whether  Mr.  Hastings  and  his  colleagues  will 
adhere  to  either  of  the  foregoing  plans;  or  iudeed,  whether 
any  investment  at  all  to  that  amount  can  be  realized ;  be- 
cause nothing  but  the  convenience  of  remitting  the  gains  of 
British  subjects  to  London  can  support  any  of  these  projects. 
The  situation  of  the  Company  uuder  this  perpetual  vari- 
ation in  the  system  of  their  investment  is  truly  perplexing. 
The  manner,  in  which  they  arrive  at  any  know  ledge  of  it,  is 
no  less  80.  The  letter  to  Lord  Macartney,  by  which  the 
variation  is  discovered,  was  not  inteaded  for  transmission  to 
the  directors.  It  was  merely  for  the  information  of  those 
who  were  admitted  to  a  share  of  the  subscription  at  Madras 
When  Mr.  Hastings  sent  this  information  to  those  sub- 
scribers, he  might  %vell  enough  have  presumed  an  event  to 
happen,  which  did  happeUj  that  is,  that  a  vessel  might  be 
despatched  from  Madras  to  Europe  ;  and  indeed  by  that,  and 
by  every  devisable  means,  he  ought  not  only  to  have  apprized 
the  directors  of  this  most  material  change  iu  the  plan  of 
the  investment,  but  to  liave  entered  fully  into  the  groundB 
j  gjid  reasons  cf  his  making  it,  ^M 
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It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  tlic  ships,  wliich 
brought  to  Eugland  the  plan  of  the  Sth  of  April,  did  not 
Bail  from  Bentjal  luitil  tlie  1st  of  May.  It'  tlie  change  had 
beenia  coutt'tnplation  for  anytime  before  the  i3th  of  April, 
two  daya  would  have  sulfioed  to  send  an  account  of  it,  and  it 
might  have  arrived  along  with  the  plan,  whiuh  it  affected.  If 
therefore  such  a  change  was  in  agitation  before  the  sailing  of 
the  ships,  and  yet  wad  concealed  when  it  might  have  beea 
coinniuuicat<?d,  the  concealment  ia  cen.sui"able.  It  is  not  im- 
probable, that  some  change  of  the  kind  was  made,  or  medi- 
tated, before  the  sailing  of  the  ships  for  Eiurope ;  for  it  is 
hardly  to  be  imagined,  that  reasons,  wholly  uulooked  for, 
should  appear  for  setting  aside  a  plan,  concerning  the  success 
of  which  the  council-general  seemed  eo  very  confident ;  that 
a  new  one  should  be  proposed  ;  that  its  merits  should  be  dis- 
cussed among  the  monied  men  ;  that  it  slioaid  he  adopted  iu 
council,  and  officially  ready  I'or  transmission  to  llacfraa.  in 
twelve  or  thirteen  days.  In  this  perplexity  of  plan  and 
of  transmission,  the  court  of  directors  may  have  made  aa 
arrangement  of  tlieir  atlairR  on  the  ground-work  of  the  first 
scheme,  which  was  officially  and  authentically  conveyed  to 
them.  The  fundamental  alteration  of  that  plan  iu  India  might 
require  another  of  a  very  ditfereut  kind  in  England  ;  which 
the  arrangements  taken  in  consequence  of  the  first  might 
make  it  ddBcult,  if  not  impossible,  to  uieeute.  What  must 
add  to  the  confusion  is,  that  the  alteration  has  not  the  regu- 
lai"  and  ofHeiid  authority  of  the  original  plan,  and  may  be  pre- 
sumed to  indicate  with  certainty  nothing  more  than  that  the 
business  is  at/ai/i  afloat,  and  that  no  scheme  is  finally  deter- 
mined on.  Thus  the  Company  is  left  without  any  fixed  data, 
upon  which  they  can  make  a  rational  disposition  of  their  affairs. 

The  fact  is,  tliat  the  principles  and  economy  of  the  Com- 
pany's trade  have  bet n  so  completely  corrupted  by  turning 
it  into  a  vehicle  for  tribute,  that,  whenever  circumstances  re- 
quire it  to  be  replaced  again  upon  a  bottom  truly  commercial, 
hardly  anything  but  confusion  and  disasters  can  be  expected 
as  the  first  i-esults.  Even  before  the  acquisition  of  the  terri- 
torial revenues,  the  system  of  the  Company's  commerce  was 
not  formed  upon  principles  the  most  favourable  to  its  pros- 
perity :  for  whilst,  on  the  one  hand,  that  body  received 
encouragement  by  royal  and  parliamentary  charters,  waa  in- 
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vested  with  several  ample  privileges,  and  even  witli  a  delega- 
tion of  the  most  essential  prerogativea  of  the  crown ;  on  the 
other,  its  commerce  was  watched  with  an  invidfooa  jealousy, 
as  a  spefies  of  dealing  dangerous  to  the  national  intereata.  In 
that  light,  with  regard  to  the  Company's  imports,  there  waa 
a  total  prohibition  from  domestic  use  of  the  moat  consider- 
able articles  of  their  trade ;  that  ia,  of  ail  silk  stuffs,  and 
stained  and  painted  cottons.  The  British  market  was  in  a 
great  measure  interdicted  to  the  British  trader.  Whatever 
advantages  might  arise  to  the  general  trading  interests  of  the 
kingdom  by  this  restraint,  its  East-India  interest  was  un- 
doubtedly injured  by  it.  The  Comnauy  is  also,  and  has  been 
from  a  very  early  period,  obliged  to  iumiah  the  ordnance  with 
a  quantity  of  saltpetre  at  a  certain  price,  without  any  refer- 
ence to  the  standard  of  the  markets  eitber  of  purchase  or  of 
sale.  With  regard  to  their  export,  they  were  put  also  iinder 
difficulties  upon  very  mistaken  notions;  for  they  were  obliged 
to  eiport  annually  a  certain  proportion  of  British  manu- 
factureB,  even  though  they  should  find  for  them  in  India 
none  or  but  an  unprofitable  want.  This  compulsory  export 
might  operate,  and  in  some  instances  has  operated,  in  a 
manner  more  grievous  than  a  tas  to  the  amount  of  the  loss 
in  trade.  For  the  payment  of  a  tax  is  in  general  divided  in 
unequal  portions  between  the  vender  and  consumer,  the  larg- 
est part  falling  upon  the  latter.  In  the  case  before  ua  the 
tax  may  be  as  a  dead  cbarge  on  the  trading  capital  of  the 
Company, 

The  spirit  of  aU  these  regulations  naturally  tended  to 
weaken,  in  the  very  original  constitution  of  the  Company, 
the  main-spring  of  the  commercial  machine,  the  principles  of 
profit  and  loss.  And  the  mischief  arising  from  an  inatten- 
tion to  those  principles  has  constantly  increased  with  the 
t'  increase  of  its  power.  For  when  the  Company  had  acquired 
the  rights  of  sovereignty  in  India,  it  was  not  to  be  expected, 
that  the  attention  to  profit  and  loss  would  have  increased. 
The  idea  of  remitting  tribute  in  goods  naturally  produced  an 
indifference  to  their  price  and  quality  ;  the  goods  themselves 
appearing  little  else  than  a  sort  of  package  to  the  tribute. 
Merchandiae  taken  as  tribute,  or  bought  in  lieu  of  it,  can 
never  long  be  of  a  kind,  or  of  a  price,  fitted  to  a  market, 
which  stands  solely  on  itE  commercial  reputation.     The  in* 
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difference  of  the  mercantile  sovereign  to  his  trading  advan- 
tages naturally  relaxed  the  diligence  of  hia  subordinate 
factor-magistrates  tlirougli  all  their  gradations  and  in  aU 
their  functions  ;  it  gave  rise,  at  least  so  far  as  the  principal 
was  concerned,  to  much  neglect  of  price  and  of  goodness  in 
their  purchases.  If  ever  they  showed  any  cstraordrnary  de- 
grees of  accuracy  and  selection,  it  -would  naturally  be  in 
favour  of  that  interest,  to  which  they  could  not  be  indiffer- 
ent. The  Company  might  snifer  above,  the  natives  might 
suffer  below  ;  the  intemiediate  party  must  profit  to  the  pre- 
judice of  both. 

Tour  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the  Company  ia  now 
arrived  at  that  point,  when  the  investment  from  surpkia 
revenue,  or  from  the  spoil  of  war,  ceasing,  it  is  become  much 
more  necessary  to  fix  its  commerce  upon  a  commercial  basis. 
And  this  opinion  led  your  committee  to  a  detailed  review  of 
all  the  articles  of  the  Indian  traffic,  upon  which  the  profit 
and  loss  was  steady  ;  and  we  have  chosen  a  period  of  four 
years,  during  the  continuance  of  the  revenue  investnient, 
and  prior  to  any  borrowing,  or  any  eitraordinary  drawing  of 
bills,  in  order  to  find  out  how  far  the  trade,  under  circum- 
stances when  it  will  be  necessary  to  carry  it  on  by  borrow- 
ing, or  by  bills,  or  by  exportation  of  bullion,  can  be  sus- 
tamed  in  the  former  course,  so  as  to  secure  the  capital,  and 
to  afford  a  reasonable  dividend.  And  your  committee  find, 
that  in  the  first  four  years  the  investment  from  Bengai 
amounted  to  £4,176,525  ;  upon  £2,260,277,  there  was  a  gain 
of  £186,377  ;  and,  upon  £1,916,248,  a  loss  of  £705,566 :  so 
that  the  excess  of  loss  above  gain,  upon  the  whole  of  the 
foregoing  capital,  was  in  the  four  years  no  less  than 
£519,229. 

If  the  trade  were  confined  to  Bengal,  and  the  Company 
were  to  trade  on  those  terms  upon  a  capital  borrowed  at 
8  per  cent.  Indian  interest,  their  revenues  in  that  pro- 
vince would  be  soon  so  overpowered  with  debt,  that  those 
revenues,  instead  of  supporting  the  trade,  would  be  totally 
destroyed  by  it.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Company  traded 
upon  bills  with  every  advantage,  far  from  being  in  a  condi- 
tion to  divide  the  smallest  per  centage,  their  bankruptcy 
here  would  be  inevitable. 

Tour  committee  then  turned  to  the  trade  of  the  other  fac- 
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toriet  and  presidpncies,  and  they  constantly  found,  that  na 
the  power  and  dominion  of  the  Company  was  less,  their  pro. 
fit  on  the  goods  was  ^cater.  The  investments  of  Maclras, 
Bombay,  and  Bencoolen  have,  in  the  foregoing  four  years, 
upon  a  capital  of  £1,151,176.  had  n  gain  upon  the  whole  of 
£329,022.  Tho  fi^^niteat  of  all  is  tliat  of  Bencoolen,  which, 
on  a  capital  of  £76,571,  produced  a  profit  of  £107,760.  This 
howeTer  is  but  a  email  branch  of  the  Company's  trade.  The 
trade  to  China,  on  a  capital  of  £1,717,463,  produced  an  ei- 
ce»8  of  gain,  amounting  to  £874,090,  whieh  is  about  50  per 
cent.  But  such  was  the  evil  influence  of  the  Bengiil  invest- 
ment, that  not  only  the  profits  of  the  Cbineae  trade,  but  of 
all  the  lucrative  branches  taken  together,  were  so  sunk  and 
ingulfed  in  it,  that  the  whole  profit  on  a  capital  of  £7,045,164, 
reached  to  no  more  than  £684,489 ;  that  is,  to  £189,607  less 
than  the  profit  on  the  Chinese  trade  alone :  less  than  the 
total  profits  on  the  gainful  trades  taken  together,  £520,727. 

It  is  very  remarkable,  that  in  the  year  1778,  when  the 
Bengal  investment  stood  at  the  highest,  that  is,  ao  high  as 
£1,223,316,  though  the  Chiiwse  trade  produced  an  excess  of 
gain  in  that  year  of  £209,243,  and  that  no  loss  of  moment 
could  be  added  to  that  of  Bengal,  (except  about  £15,000,  on 
the  Bombay  trade,)  the  whole  profit  of  a  capital  of  £2,040,787, 
amounted  only  to  the  sum  of  £9,480.  X 

The  circumetancea  of  the  time  have  rendered  it  necessary  H 
to  call  up  a  vigorous  attention  to  this  state  of  the  trade  of 
the  Company  between  Europe  and  India. 


INTERNAL  TRADE  OF  BENGAL. 

The  internal  trade  of  Bengal  has  nest  attracted  the  in- 
quiries of  your  committee. 

The  great  and  valuable  articles  of  the  Company's  invest- 
ment, drawn  fi:om  the  articles  of  internal  trade,  are  raw  silk, 
and  various  deacriptione  of  piece-goods  made  of  silk  and  cot- 
ton. These  articles  ore  not  under  any  formal  monopoly ;  nor 
does  the  Company  at  present  exercise  a  declared  riglit  of  pre- 
emption with  regard  to  them.  But  it  does  not  appear  that 
the  trade  in  these  particulars  is  or  can  be  perfectly  free  ;  not 
80  much  on  account  of  any  direct  measurea  taken  to  prevent 
it,  as  from  the  circumstances  of  the  country,  and  the  maimer 
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of  in^tying  on  buainess  there.  For  the  present  trade,  even 
m  these  articles,  is  built  from  the  rums  of  old  moiiopoliea, 
and  pre-emptions,  and  necesaarily  partakes  of  the  nature  of 
ita  materials. 

In  order  to  show  in  what  manner  manufactxires  and  trade 
BO  constituted  contribute  to  the  prosperity  of  the  natives, 
your  committee  conceive-s  it  proper  to  take,  in  this  place,  a 
short  general  view  of  the  progress  of  the  English  policy  with 
relation  to  the  commerce  of  Bengal,  and  the  several  stages 
and  gradations,  by  which  it  haa  been  brtiught  into  its  actual 
state.  The  modes  of  abuse,  and  the  means,  by  which  com- 
merce has  sufi'ered,  will  he  considered  iu  greater  detail  under 
the  distinct  heads  of  those  objects  which  have  chiefly  suffer- 
ed by  them. 

During  the  time  of  the  Mogul  government,  the  princes  of 
that  race,  who  omitted  nothing  for  the  eiicounigenient  of 
commerce  in  their  dominions,  bestowed  very  large  privileges 
and  immutiities  on  the  English  East-India  Company,  exempt- 
ing them  from  several  duties,  to  which  their  natural-boru  sub- 
jects were  liable.  The  Company's  dustuck,  or  passport, 
secured  to  them  this  exemption  at  all  the  custom-houses  and 
toll-bars  of  the  counti'y.  The  Company  not  being  able,  or 
not  choosing,  to  make  use  of  their  privilege  to  the  full  ex- 
tent to  which  it  might  be  carried,  indulged  their  sen  anta 
with  a  qualified  use  of  their  pnaaport,  under  which,  and  in 
the  name  of  the  Company,  they  cairied  on  a  private  trade, 
either  by  themselves,  or  in  society  with  natives ;  and  thus 
found  a  compensation  for  the  scanty  allowances  made  to  them 
by  their  masters  in  Bugland.  As  the  country  government 
was  at  that  time  in  thf>  fulneaa  of  ita  strength,  and  that  this 
immunity  existed  by  a  double  connivance,  it  was  naturally 
kept  within  tolerable  Umits. 

But  by  the  revolution  in  1757,  the  Company's  servants  ob- 
tained a  mighty  ascendant  over  the  native  princes  of  Bengal, 
who  oweA  their  elevation  to  the  British  arms.  The  Company, 
which  was  new  to  that  kind  of  power,  and  not  yet  thoroughlv 
apprised  of  its  real  character  and  situation,  considered  itsea 
still  as  a  trader  in  the  territories  of  a  foreign  potentate,  in  the 
prosperity  of  whose  country  it  had  neither  intcreat  nor  duty. 
The  servants,  with  the  same  ideas,  followed  their  fortune  in 
the  channels  in  which  it  had  hitherto  ran,  only  enlarging  them 
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With  the  enlargement  of  tbeir  power.  For  their  first  ideaii 
ot"  prolit  were  not  officiiil ;  nor  were  their  oppressions  thoso 
nf  ordinary  deHpotiein.  The  first  instrumenta  of  their  power 
were  formed  out  ofevaaioas  of  their  ancient  Buhjection.  The 
ijassport  of  the  Company  in  the  hands  of  its  senants  was  no 
longer  under  any  restraint ;  and  in  a  very  short  time  their  im- 
munity began  to  corer  all  the  merchandise  of  the  country. 
Cossim  All  Kh4n,  the  second  of  the  Nabobs  whom  they  had 
set  up,  was  but  ill  dispoaed  to  the  instruuients  of  his  great- 
ness. He  bore  the  yoke  of  this  imperioua  commerce  with  the 
utmost  impatience :  he  saw  his  Bubjecte  eicluded  as  aliens 
from  their  own  trade,  and  the  revenues  of  the  prince  over- 
w^helmed  in  the  ruin  of  the  commerce  of  hia  dominions. 
Finding  liis  reiterated  reraonatTances  on  the  extent  and  abuae 
of  the  passport  ineffectual,  he  had  recourse  to  an  uueipeeted 
expedient,  which  was  to  declare  hia  resolution  at  once  to  an- 
nul all  the  dutica  on  trade,  setting  it  equally  free  to  subjects 
and  to  foreigiiers.  ^ 

Never  was  a  method  of  defeating  the  oppreBaions  of  mo^  ^ 
nopoly  more  forcible,  more  simple,  or  more  equitable :  no 
port  of  plausible  objection  eould  be  made ;  and  it  was  in  vain 
to  think  of  evading  it.  It  was  therefore  met  with  the  con- 
fidence of  avowed  and  determined  injuatice.  The  presidency 
of  Calcutta  openly  denied  to  the  priuce  the  power  of  protect- 
ing the  trade  of  his  subjects  by  the  remission  of  his  own  duties. 
It  was  evident,  that  hia  authority  drew  to  its  period ;  many 
reaaong  and  motives  concurred,  and  hia  fall  was  hastened 
by  the  odium  of  the  oppressions  which  he  eiercised  volun- 
titrLly,  aa  well  as  of  those  to  which  he  was  obliged  to  submit. 

when  this  example  was  made,  .Taffier  Ali  Khan,  who  had 
been  deposed  to  make  room  for  the  last  actor,  was  brought  _ 
from  penury  and  exile  to  a  station,  the  terms  of  which  he  H 
could  not  misunderstand.  During  hia  life,  and  in  the  time 
of  his  children,  who  succeeded  to  him,  parts  of  the  territorial 
revenue  were  assigned  to  the  Company  ;  and  the  whole,  under 
the  name  of  residency  at  the  IvaboV's  court,  was  brought, 
directly  or  indirectly,  under  the  control  of  British  subjects. 
The  Company's  servants,  armed  with  authorities  delegated 
from  the  nominal  government,  or  attended  witli,  what  was  a 
etronger  guard,  the  fame  of  their  own  power,  appeared  as 
magistrates  in  the  markets,  in  which  they  dealt  Ha  ti-aders. 
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_  was  impoBBible  for  the  natives  in  general  to  diBtinguiBli,  in 
the  proceedings  of  the  siune  ]M>r8on8,  whtit  was  transacted  ou 
the  Company's  account  from  what  was  done  on  their  ovm , 
and  it  ■vnll  ever  be  so  difficult  to  draw  this  line  of  distiiiction, 
that,  as  long  as  the  Company  does,  directly  or  indirectly,  aim 
at  any  advantage  to  itself  in  the  purchase  of  any  coinniodity 
whatever,  so  long  will  it  he  impracticable  to  prevent  the 
servants  avaih'ng  themselves  of  the  same  privileges. 

The  servants,  therefore,  for  themselves,  or  for  their  em- 
ployers, monopolized  every  article  of  trade,  foreign  and 
domestic ;  not  only  the  raw  merchantable  commodities,  but 
the  manufactures ;  and  not  only  these,  but  the  necessaries 
of  life,  or  what  in  these  countries  habit  has  confounded  with 
them ;  not  only  silk,  cotton,  piece-goods,  opium,  saltpetre, 
but  not  unfrequently  salt,  tobacco,  betel  niit,  and  the  grain 
6f  most  ordinary  consumption.  In  the  name  of  the  country 
government  they  laid  on  or  took  off,  and  at  their  pleasure 
heightened  or  lowered,  a!ll  duties  upon  goods:  the  whole 
trade  of  the  country  was  either  destroyed,  or  in  shackles. 
The  acquisition  of  the  Duann^,  in  17(55,  bringing  the  English 
into  the  immediate  government  of  the  country  in  its  most 
essential  branches,  extended  and  confirmed  all  the  former 
means  of  monopoly. 

In  the  progress  of  these  ruinous  measures,  through  aU 
their  detailSj  innumerable  grievances  were  suffered  by  the 
native  inhabitants,  which  were  represented  in  the  strongest, 
tliat  is,  their  true  colours  in  England.  Whilst  the  far  greater 
part  of  the  British  in  India  were  in  eager  ^wrsuit  of  the 
forced  and  exorbitant  gains  of  a  trade  carried  on  by  power, 
contests  naturally  arose  among  the  competitors  :  those  who 
were  overpowered  by  their  rivals,  became  loud  in  their  com- 
plaints to  the  court  of  directors,  and  were  very  capable,  from 
experience,  of  pointing  out  every  mode  of  abuse. 

Tlie  court  of  directors,  on  their  part,  began,  though  very 
slowly,  to  perceive,  that  the  country,  which  was  ravaged  by 
this  sort  of  commerce,  was  their  own.  These  complaints 
obliged  the  directors  to  a  strict  examination  into  the  real 
sources  of  the  mismanagement  of  their  concerns  in  India,  and 
to  lay  the  foundations  of  a  system  of  restramt  on  the  exor- 
bitancies  of  their  servants.  Accordingly,  so  early  as  the 
year  1765,  they  confine  them  to  a  trade  only  in  articles  i>i 
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export  and  import ;  and  strictly  probibit  them  from  all  deal- 
ing iu  objects  of  internal  consumption.  About  the  same 
time,  the  presidency  of  Calcutta  found  it  necessary  to  put  a 
restraiut  upon  themselves,  or  at  least  to  make  a  show  of  a 
disjioaition  (with  whiuh  the  directors  appear  much  satisfied) 
to  keep  their  own  enormous  power  withm  bounds,  ^_ 

But,  whatever  might  have  been  the  intentions  either  of^| 
the  directors  or  the  presidency,  both  found  themselves  un-  ^^ 
equal  to  the  execution  of  a  plan,  which  went  to  defeat  the 

ftrojecta  of  almost  all  the  English  in  India;  possibly  compre- 
lending  some,  who  were  makers  of  the  regmatious.  For  as 
the  complaint  of  the  country,  or  aa  their  own  interest,  pre- 
dominated witK  the  presidency,  they  were  always  shifting 
from  one  course  to  tlio  other ;  ao  that  it  became  as  impossible 
for  the  natives  to  know  upon  what  priueiple  to  ground  any 
commercial  speculation,  from  the  uncertainty  of  the  law, 
under  wliich  tney  acted,  aa  it  waa  when  they  were  oppreased 
by  power  without  any  colour  of  law  at  all ;  for  the  directors, 
in  a  few  months  after  they  had  given  tliese  tokens  of  appro- 
bation to  the  above  regulations  in  favour  of  the  country- 
trade,  tell  the  presidency,  "  it  is  with  concern  we  see,  in 
everi/  page  of  your  consultations,  restrictions^  limitations, pro- 
Mhitions,  ajfecting  various  articles  of  trade" 

On  their  side,  the  presidency  freely  confeas,  that  those 
mouopolies  of  inland  trade  "  were  the  foundation  of  aJl  the 
bloodsheds,  massacres,  and  conlusiona,  which  have  happened 
of  late  in  Bengal." 

Presaed  in  this  urgent  manner,  the  directors  came  more 
apeeifically  to  the  grievance,  and  at  once  annul  all  the  pass- 
ports, with  which  their  servants  traded  without  duties, 
lioldiug  out  means  of  compensation,  of  which  it  doea  not 
appear  that  any  advantage  was  taken.  Tn  order  that  the 
duties  which  existed  should  no  longer  continue  to  burthen 
the  trade  either  of  the  servants  or  natives,  they  ordered,  that 
a  number  of  oppressive  toll-bars  should  be  taken  away,  and 
the  whole  number  reduced  to  nine  of  the  most  considerable. 
When  Lord  Clivo  was  sent  to  Bengal  to  effect  a  reforma- 
tion of  the  many  abuses  which  prevailed  there,  he  considered 
monopoly  to  be  so  inveterate  and  deeply  rooted,  and  the 
just  rewards  of  the  Company's  servants  to  be  so  complicated 
mth  that  injustice  to  tlie  wuntry,  that  the  latter  could  not 
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eoBilj  he  removed  without  taking  away  the  former.  He 
adopted  therefore  a  plan  for  dealing  in  certain  articles,  which, 
as  he  conceived,  rather  ought  to  be  called  "  a  regulated  and 
reatrifted  trade"  than  a  formal  moQopolv.  By  tiiis  plan  he 
intended,  that  the  profits  should  be  distributed  in  nn  orderly 
and  proportioned  manner  for  the  reward  of  services,  and  not 
Beized  by  each  individual  according  to  the  measure  of  hia 
boldness,  dexterity,  or  influence. 

But  this  scheme  of  monopoly  did  not  subsist  long,  at  least 
in  that  mode,  and  for  those  purjjoses ;  three  of  the  grand 
monopolies,  those  of  opium,  salt,  and  saltpetre,  were  auccess- 
ively  by  the  Company  taken  into  their  own  hands.  The 
produce  of  the  sale  of  the  two  former  articles  was  applied  to 
the  purchase  of  goods  for  their  investment ;  the  latter  waa 
exported  in  kind  for  their  sales  in  Europe.  The  senior  ser- 
vants had  a  certain  share  of  emolument  allotted  to  them 
from  a  commission  on  the  revenues.  The  junior  sen'auta 
were  rigorously  confined  to  salaries,  on  which  they  were  un- 
able to  subsist  according  to  their  rank.  They  were  strictly 
ordered  to  ahataiu  from  all  dealing  in  objects  of  internal 
commerce.  Those  of  export  and  import  were  left  open  to 
young  men  without  mercantile  experience,  and  wholly  un- 
provided with  mercantile  capitals  ;  but  abundantly  furnished 
■with  large  trusts  of  the  public  money,  and  with   all  the 

{towers  of  an  absolute  government.  In  this  situation,  a  re^^ 
igiona  abstinence  from  all  illicit  gain  was  prescribed  to  men 
at  nine  thousand  miles  distance  from  the  seat  of  the  supreme 
authority. 

Tour  committee  is  far  from  meaning  to  justify,  or  even  to 
excuse,  the  oppressions  and  cruelties  used  by  many  in  sup- 
plying the  deficiencies  of  their  regular  allowances  by  all 
manner  of  extortion.  But  many  smaller  irregularities  may 
admit  some  alleviation  from  thence.  Nor  does  your  com- 
mittee mean  to  express  any  desire  of  reverting  to  the  mode 
(contrived  in  India,  but  condemned  by  the  directors)  of  re- 
warding the  servauta  of  a  higher  class  by  a  regulated  mono- 
poly. Their  object  ia  to  point  out  the  deficiencies  in  the 
system,  by  which  restrictions  were  laid,  that  could  have  little 
or  no  elfect  whilst  want  and  power  were  suffered  to  bo 
united. 

But  the  proceedings  of  the  direetors  at  that  time,  though 
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not  altogether  judicious,  were  iu  many  respects  honourable 
to  them,  and  tavourable,  in  the  iiiteutiou  at  least,  to  the 
country  they  governed.  For  finding  their  trading  capital 
employed  against  themselves  and  against  the  natives,  and 
struggling  in  vain  against  abuses,  which  were  inseparably 
connected  with  the  syetem  of  their  own  preference  in  trade, 
in  the  year  1773  they  came  to  the  manly  resolution  of  set- 
ting an  example  to  their  servants,  and  gave  up  all  use  of 
power  and  influence  in  the  two  grand  articles  of  their  in- 
vestment, silk  and  piece-goods.  They  directed  that  the 
articles  should  he  bought  at  an  equal  and  public  market  from 
the  native  merchants ;  and  this  order  they  directed  to  be 
published  in  all  the  principal  marts  of  Bengal. 

Tonr  committee  are  clearly  of  opinion,  that  no  better  me- 
thod of  purchase  could  be  adopted.  But  it  soon  appeared 
that  in  deep-rooted  and  inveterate  abuses  the  wisest  prin- 
ciplea  of  reform  may  be  made  to  operate  so  destructively,  as 
wholly  to  discredit  the  design,  and  to  dishearten  all  persons 
from  the  prosecution  of  it.  The  presidency,  who  seemed  to 
yield  with  the  utmost  reluctance  to  the  execution  of  these 
orders,  soon  made  the  directors  feel  their  evil  influence  upon 
their  own  investment,  For  they  found  the  silk  and  cotton 
cloths  rose  25  per  cent,  above  their  former  price,  and  a 
fiurther  rise  of  40  per  cent,  was  ajmounced  to  them. 
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TThat  happened  with  regard  to  raw  silk  is  still  more  re- 
markable, and  tends  still  more  clearly  to  illuatrate  the  eiiecta 
of  commercial  servitude  during  its  unchecked  existence,  and 
the  conaequences  which  may  be  made  to  arise  from  its  sud- 
den reformation.  On  laving  open  the  trade,  the  article  of 
raw  silk  was  instantly  enhanced  to  the  Company  fuU  80  per 
cent.  The  contract  for  that  commodity,  wound  oft'  in  the 
Bengal  method,  which  used  to  sell  for  less  than  six  rupees, 
or  thirteen  shillings,  for  two  pounds  weight,  arose  to  nine 
rupees,  or  near  twenty  shillings,  and  the  filature  silk  was  very 
soon  after  contracted  for  at  fourteen. 

The  presidency  accounted  for  thia  rise  by  observing,  that 
the  price  had  before  been  arbiirary,  and  that  the  persona 
who  purveyed  for  the  Company,  paid  no  more  than  "whal 
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was  judged  sufficieut  for  the  maintenance  of  the  first  pro- 
iders."  This  fax;t  explains,  more  fully  than  the  most  la- 
jured  description  can  do,  the  dreadful  effoL'ts  of  the  niono- 
slv  on  the  cultivators.  They  had  the  suffi-dency  of  their 
laintenance  measured  out  by  the  jiidi,'meut  of  those,  who 
were  to  profit  by  their  labour ;  and  thia  measure  was  not  a 
great  deal  more,  by  their  own  account,  than  about  two-thirds 
of  the  value  of  that  labour.  In  all  prubability  it  was  much 
less,  as  these  dealinga  rarely  passed  through  intermediate 
hands  without  leaving  a  considerable  profit.  These  opprea- 
jSions,  it  will  be  observed,  were  not  couhned  to  the  Company's 
JEwe,  which  however  covered  a  great  part  of  tlie  trade ;  but 
this  was  an  article  permitted  to  the  aervants,  the  same 
power  of  arbitrary  valuation  must  have  been  extended  over 
the  whole,  aa  the  market  must  be  equalized,  if  any  authority 
at  all  is  extended  over  it  by  those  who  have  an  interest  in 
the  restraint,  The  price  was  not  only  raised,  but  in  the 
manufactures  the  quality  was  debased  nearly  in  an  equal 
proportion.  The  directors  conceived  with  great  reason,  that 
this  rise  of  price,  and  debasement  of  quality,  arose  not  from 
the  effect  of  a  free  market,  but  from  the  servants  having 
taken  that  opportunity  of  throwing  upon  the  market  of  their 
masters  the  refuse  goods  of  their  own  private  trade  at  such 
exorbitant  prices,  as  by  mutual  connivance  they  were  pleased 
to  settle.  The  mischief  was  greatly  aggravated  by  its  hap- 
pening at  a  time  when  the  Company  were  obliged  to  pay  for 
their  goods  with  bonds  bearing  a  high  interest. 

The  perplexed  system  of  the  Company's  concerns,  com- 
posed of  HO  many  opposite  movements  and  contradictory 
Jrinciples,  appears  nowhere  in  a  more  clear  light.  If  trade 
continued  under  restraint,  their  territorial  revenues  must 

Bfiufier  by  checking  the  general  prosperity  of  the  country  :  if 
"ley  set  it  free,  means  were  taken  to  raise  the  price  and  de- 
Sase  the  quality  of  the  goods  ;  and  thia  again  fell  upon  the 
revenues,  out  of  w^hich  the  payment  for  the  goods  was  to 
arise.  The  observations  of  the  Company  on  that  occasion 
are  just  and  sagacious ;  and  they  will  not  permit  the  least 
doubt  concerning  the  policy  ot  these  unnatural  trades. 
"  The  amount  of  our  Bengal  cargoes,  from  1769  to  1773,  ia 
2,901,194  pounds  sterling,  and  if  the  average  increase  of 
price  be  estimated  at  25  per  cent,  only,  the  amount  of  such 
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increase  is  725,298  pounds  stevling."  "  The  above  circura* 
Btancea  are  exceedingly  alaiToiog  to  iia ;  but  what  must  be 
oiu-  concern  to  find,  by  tbe  advices  of  our  president  and 
council  of  1773,  that  a  further  advance  of  40  per  cent,  ou 
Bengal  gooda  was  expected,  and  allowed  to  be  tbe  conse- 
queuce  of  advertisements  then  published,  authorising  a  free 
trade  in  the  senice  ?"  *'  We  find  the  Duauue  reveauea  are 
in  geaeral  farmed  for  five  years,  and  the  aggregfate  increase 
estimated  at  only  183,170  pounds  sterling  (on  a  supposition 
that  suck  increase  will  be  realized) ;  yet  ii'  the  annual  in- 
vestment be  sixty  lacks,  and  ths  advance  of  price  30  per 
cent,  onlj'',  such  advance  will  exceed  the  increase  of  the  reve-  ^m 
nue  6y  no  less  than  829,330  pounds  sterling.^'  H 

The  indignation  which  tbe  directors  felt  at  being  reduced 
to  thia  distressing  situation  was  eipreBsed  to  their  aervanta 
in  very  strong  terms.  They  attributed  the  whole  to  their 
practices,  and  say,  "  we  are  far  from  being  convinced,  that 
the  corajMjtition,  wliich  tends  to  raiae  the  price  of  goods  in 
Bengal,  ia  wholly  between  public  European  conipaniea,  or 
between  merchants  in  general,  who  export  to  foreign  mar- 
kets :  wc  are  rather  of  opinion,  that  the  sources  of  this  grand 
evil  liave  been  the  extraordinary  privileges  granted  to  indi- 
viduals in  our  service,  or  under  our  liceuce,  to  trade  without 
restriction  throughout  the  provinces  of  Bengal ;  and  the  en- 
couragement they  have  bad  to  extend  their  trade  to  the  ut- 
termoat,  even  in  audi  goods  as  were  proper  for  our  invest- 
ment, by  obaerving  the  success  of  those  persona,  who  have 
from  time  to  time  found  means  to  dispose  of  their  merckandtse 
to  our  governor  and  council,  though  of  so  bad  a,  quabty  a*  to 
be  sold  here  with  great  difficulty,  after  having  been  fre- 
quently refused,  and  put  up  at  the  next  sale  without  price, 
to  the  very  great  discredit  and  disadvantage  of  the  Com- 
pany." In  all  probabibty  the  directors  were  not  mistaken; 
tor,  upon  an  inquiry  instituted  eoon  after,  it  was  found,  that 
Cantft  Babfi,  the  Banian,  or  native  steward  and  manager  to 
Air.  Hastings,  (late  president,)  held  two  of  these  contracts 
in  hia  own  name  and  that  of  his  eon  for  conBiderably  more 
than  £150,000.  Thia  discovery  brought  on  a  prohibition 
from  the  coiu"t  of  directors  of  that  auspicioua  and  dangerous 
dealing  in  the  stewards  of  persons  in  high  office.  The  eamo 
man  held  likewise  farma  to  the  amount  of  £140,000  a  year 
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of  the  landed  revenue,  with  the  same  suBpicioua  appearance, 
contrary  to  the  regulations  made  under  Mr.  Hastiuga's  own 
administration. 

In  the  mortifying  dileiuma  to  which  the  directors  found 
themselvevS  reduced,  whereby  the  ruin  of  the  revenues  either 
by  tlie  freedom  or  the  restraint  of  trade  was  evident,  they 
considered  the  first  as  most  rapid  and  urgent ;  and  therefore 
once  more  revert  to  the  system  of  their  ancient  pre-emption, 
and  destroy  that  freedom,  which  they  had  so  lately  and  with 
so  much  solemnity  proclaimed,  and  that  before  it  could  be 
abused  or  even  enjoyed.  Tliey  declare  that,  "  unwHlingf  as 
we  are  to  return  to  the  former  coercive  system  of  providing 
an  investment,  or  to  abridge  tliat  freedom  of  commerce  which 
baa  been  so  lately  established  iu  Bengal,  yet  at  the  same 
time  finding  it  our  indispensable  duty  to  strike  at  the  root 
of  an  evil,  which  has  been  so  severely  felt  by  the  Company, 
and  which  can  no  longer  be  supported,  we  hereby  direct,  that 
all  persons  whatever  in  the  CoJiipany's  service,  or  under  our 
protection,  be  absolutely  prohibited,  by  public  advertisement, 
from  tradinof  in  any  of  those  articles  which  compose  our  in- 
vestment, directly  or  indirectly,  except  ou  account  of  and 
for  the  East-India  Company,  until  their  investment  is  cora- 
leted." 
As  soon  as  this  order  was  received  in  Bengal,  it  was  con- 
strued, as  indeed  the  words  seemed  directly  to  warrant,  to 
exclude  all  natives,  ns  well  as  servants,  from  the  trade,  until 
the  Company  was  supplied.  The  Company's  pre-emption 
was  now  autiioritatively  re-established,  aud  some  feeble  and 
ostensible  regulations  were  made  to  relieve  the  weavers,  who 
might  suffer  by  it.  The  directors  imagined,  that  the  re- 
establiahment  of  their  coercive  system  would  remove  the  evil, 
which  fraud  and  artifice  had  grafted  upon  one  more  rational 
and  liberal.  But  they  were  mistaken ;  for  it  only  varied,  if 
it  did  so  much  as  varj',  the  abuse.  The  ser^^ants  might  aa 
sentiaUy  injure  their  interetf^t  by  a  direct  eiercise  of  their 
)wer,  as  by  pretexts  drawn  from  the  freedom  of  the  na- 
ves ;  but  witli  this  fatal  difi'erence,  that  the  frauds  upon 
he  Company  must  he  of  shorter  duration  under  a  scheme  of 
freedom.  That  state  admitted,  and  indeed  led  to,  means  of 
discovery  and  correction,  whereas  tlie  system  of  coercion  was 
likely  to  be  permanent.    It  carried  force  further  than  served 
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the  purposes  of  those  who  authorized  it ;  it  tended  to  cover 
ail  Jrauda  with  ohscurity,  and  to  bury  all  complaint  in  de- 
spair. The  nest  year  thereforej  that  is,  in  the  year  1776, 
the  Company,  who  com]]lained  that  their  orders  had  been 
extended  beyond  their  intentions,  made  a  third  revolution  in 
the  trade  of  BengaJ.  It  was  aet  free  again ;  so  far  at  least 
as  regarded  the  native  inerchanta ;  but  in  bo  imperfect  a 
tnanuer,  as  evidently  to  leave  the  roots  of  old  abuses  in  the 
ground.  The  supreme  court  of  judicature  about  this  time 
(1776)  alao  fulminated  a  charge  agaioat  mouopohea,  without 
any  exception  of  those  authorized  by  the  Company.  But  it 
does  not  appear,  that  anything  very  material  was  done  in 
COnsequeniie  of  it. 

The  trade  became  nominally  free ;  but  the  course  of  busi- 
ness, estahUshed  in  consequence  of  coercive  monopoly,  vraa 
not  ea.sily  altered.  In  order  to  render  more  distincjt  the 
principles,  which  led  to  the  establialmient  of  a  course  and 
habit  of  buaiiieas,  eo  very  dii&cuit  to  change,  aa  long  as  those 
principles  exist,  youi-  committee  think  it  will  not  he  useless 
here  to  enter  into  the  history  of  the  regulations  made  in  the 
first  and  favourite  matter  of  the  Company's  investment,  the 
trade  in  raw  silk,  from  the  eommenoement  of  these  regula- 
tions to  the  Company's,  perhaps,  finally  abandoning  iril  ahare 
in  the  trade,  which  was  their  object. 

HAW  SILK. 


The  trade  in  raw  silk  was  at  all  times  more  popular  in 
England  than  really  advantageous  to  the  Company.  In  ad- 
dition to  the  old  jealousy,  which  prevailed  between  the  Com- 
Eany  and  the  manufactory  interest  of  England,  they  catne  to 
ibour  under  no  small  odium  on  account  of  the  distressea  of 
India.  The  public  in  England  perceived,  and  felt  with  a 
proper  sympathy,  the  Bufferings  of  the  eastern  provinces  in 
all  cases,  in  which  they  might  he  attributed  to  the  abuses  of 
power  exercised  under  the  Company's  authority.  But  they 
were  not  equally  sensible  to  the  evUa,  which  arose  from  a 
Byatena  of  sacrificing  the  being  of  that  country  to  the  advan- 
tage of  this.  They  entered  very  readily  into  the  former,  but 
with  regard  to  the  latter  were  slow  and  incredulous.  It  it 
not  therefore  extraordinary,  that  the  Company  should  on- 
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dearour  to  ingratiate  themselves  with  the  public  by  falling 
in  with  ita  prejudices.  Thua  they  were  led  to  increase  the 
grievance  in  order  to  allay  the  clamour.  They  continued 
still  upon  a  larger  scale,  and  still  more  systematically,  that 
plan  of  conduct,  which  was  the  principal,  though  not  the 
roost  blamed,  cause  of  the  decay  and  depopulation  of  the 
county-  committed  to  their  care. 

With  that  view,  and  to  furnish  a  cheap  supply  of  materials 
to  the  manufactures  of  England,  they  formed  a  scheme,  which 
tended  to  destroy,  or  at  least  essentially  to  impair,  the  whole 
manufacturing  interest  of  Bengal.  A  policy  of  that  sort 
could  not  fail  of  being  highly  popular ;  when  the  Company 
submitted  itself  aa  an  instrument  for  the  improvement  of 
British  manufacturea,  instead  of  being  their  most  dangerous 
rival,  as  heretofore  they  hnd  been  always  represented. 

They  accordingly  notified  to  their  presidency  in  Bengal, 
in  their  letter  of  the  17th  of  March,  1769,  that  "  there  was 
no  branch  of  their  trade  they  more  ardently  wish  to  extend, 
than  that  of  raw  silk."  They  disclaim,  however,  all  desire  of 
employing  compulaory  meuaures  for  that  purpose,  but  recom- 
mended every  mode  of  encouragement,  and  particuhirly  by 
augmented  wages,  '•  in  order  to  induce  manufacttirtrs  of 
wrought  silk  to  quit  that  branch,  and  take  to  the  winding  of 
raw  silk.'' 

Having  thus  found  means  to  draw  hands  from  tlie  mniiu- 
facture,  and  confiding  in  the  strength  of  a  capital  drawn  iVoin 
the  public  revenues,  they  pursue  their  ideas  from  the  pur- 
chase of  their  manufacture  to  the  purchaae  of  the  material  in 
its  crudest  state.  "  We  recommend  you  to  give  an  increased 
price,  if  necessary,  so  as  to  take  that  trade  out  of  the  hands  of 
other  merchants  and  rival  nations."  A  double  bounty  was 
thua  given  against  the  manufacturea,  both  in  the  labour  and 
in  the  materials. 

It  is  very  remarkable  in  what  manner  their  vehement  pur- 
suit of  this  object  led  the  directors  to  a  speedy  oblivion  of 
those  equitable  correctives,  before  interposed  by  them,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  mischiefs,  which  were  apparent  m  the 
scheme,  if  left  to  itself.  They  could  venture  so  little  to  trust 
to  the  bounties  given  from  the  revenues,  a  trad©  which  had  a 
tendency  to  dry  up  their  source,  that,  by  the  time  they  had 
proceeded  to  the  33rd  paragraph  uf  their  letter,  thoy  revert 
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to  those  very  compulsory  meaiis,  wkicli  they  had  diaclaiined 
but  three  paragraphs  hffore.     To  prevent  silk-winders  from 
working  in  their  private  houses,  where  they  might  work  for 
private  tradera,  aud  to  confine  them  to  the  Company's  fac-  ■ 
tories,  where  they  could  only  be  employed  for  the  Company's  fl 
benefit,  they  desire,  that  the  newly-acquired  power  of  govern- 
ment  should  be  effoetually  empioyed ;  "  should  (say  they) 
this  practice,  through  inattention,  have  been  suffered  to  take 
place  again,  it  will  be  proper  to  put  a  stop  to  it,  which  may 
now  be  more  effectualhj  done  by  an  absolute  prohibition,  under  ^ 
severe  penalties,  bi/  the  authority  of  govern menty  ^ 

This  letter  contains  a  perfect  plun  of  policy,  both  of  com- 
pulsion and  encouragement,  which  must,  in  a  very  consider- 
able degree,  operate  destructively  to  the  manufacturea  of 
Bengal.  Its  effect  must  be  (bo  far  as  it  could  operate  with- 
out being  eluded)  to  change  the  whole  face  of  that  industri- 
oua  country,  in  order  to  render  it  a  field  for  the  produce  of 
crude  materials  subservient  to  the  manufactures  of  Great 
Britain.  The  manufacturing  hands  were  to  be  seduced  from 
their  looms  by  high  wages,  in  order  to  prepare  a  raw  produce 
for  our  market ;  they  were  to  be  locked  up  in  the  factories ; 
and  the  commodity  acquired  by  these  operations  was,  in  this 
immature  state,  carried  out  of  the  country,  whilst  its  looms 
would  be  left  without  any  material  hut  the  debased  refuse  of 
a  market  enhanced  in  its  price,  and  scanted  in  its  supply. 
By  the  increase  of  the  price  of  this  aud  other  materials, 
manufactures,  formerly  the  most  nourishing,  gradually  dis- 
appeared under  the  protection  of  Great  Britain,  and  were 
seen  to  rise  again  and  flourish  on  the  opposite  coast  of  India 
under  the  dominion  of  the  Mahrattas. 

These  restraints  and  encourage menta  seem  to  have  had 
the  desired  eifeet  in  Bengal  with  regard  to  the  diversion  of 
labour  from  manufacture  to  materials.  The  trade  of  raw 
silk  increased  rapidly.  But  the  Company  very  soon  felt,  in 
the  increase  of  price  aud  debasement  of  quality  of  the 
wrought  goods,  a  losa  to  themselves,  which  fully  counter- 
balanced all  the  advantages  to  be  derived  to  the  nation  from 
the  increase  of  the  ruw  commodity.  The  necessary  effect  oil 
the  revenue  was  also  foretold  very  early.  I'or  their  sen'anta 
in  the  principal  silk-factories  declared,  that  the  obstruction 
fco  the  private  trade  in  silk  must  in  the  end  prove  detrimental 
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to  the  revenues,  and  tliat  the  investment  clashes  with  tho 
collection  of  these  revenues.  Whatsoever,  by  bounties  or 
immunities,  is  encouraged  out  of  a  Iftiided  revenue,  has 
certainly  some  tendency  to  lessen  the  net  amount  of  that 
revenue,  and  to  forward  a  jiroduco  which  does  not  yield  to 
the  gross  collection,  rather  than  one  that  does. 

The  directors  declare  themselves  unable  to  understand 
how  this  could  be.  Perhaps  it  was  not  so  difficult.  But, 
pressed  as  they  were  by  the  greatness  of  the  payments, 
which  they  were  compelled  to  make  to  government  in  Eng- 
land, the  cries  of  Bengal  could  not  bo  heard  among  the  con- 
tending claims  of  the  general  court,  of  the  treasury,  and  of 
Spital  Fields.  The  sptjculation  of  the  directors  was  originally 
fair  and  plausible  (so  far  as  the  mere  encouragement  of  the 
commodity  extended).  Situated  as  they  were,  it  was  hardly 
in  their  power  to  stoj)  themselves  in  the  course  they  had  he- 
gun.  They  were  obliged  to  coutijiue  their  resolution,  at  any 
hazard  increasing  the  investment.  "  Tlie  state  of  our  affairs 
(say  they)  requires  the  iitmost  extension  of  your  investments. 
You  are  not  to  forbear  sending  even  those  sorts  which  are 
attended  with  loss,  in  ca.se  such  should  be  necessai'y  to  supply 
an  investment  to  as  great  an  amount  as  j/ou  can  provide  from 
pour  own  resources ;  and  we  have  not  the  least  doubt  of  your 
being  thereby  enabled  to  increase  your  consiguments  of  this 
valuable  branch  of  national  commerce,  even  to  the  utmost  ol 
your  wishes.  But  it  is  our  positive  order,  that  no  part  ui 
such  investment  be  provided  with  borrowed  money,  which  is 
to  be  repaid  by  draughts  upon  our  treasury  in  London ;  since 
the  licence,  which  has  already  been  taken  in  this  respect,  has 
involved  us  in  difficulties,  which  we  yet  know  not  how  we 
shall  surmount." 

This  very  instructive  paragraph  lays  open  the  true  origin 
of  the  internal  decay  of  Bengal.  The  trade  and  revenues  of 
that  country  were  (as  the  then  syatem  must  necessarily  have 
been)  of  secondary  consideration  at  best.  Present  supplies 
were  to  be  obtained,  and  present  demands  in  England  were 
to  be  avoided,  at  every  expense  to  Bengal. 

The  spirit  of  increasing  the  inveatnient  from  revenue  at 
any  rate,  and  the  resolution  of  driving  all  competitors, 
Europeans  or  natives,  out  of  the  market,  prevailed  at  a 
perioa  BtiB  more  early,  and  prevailed  not  only  in  Bengal,  but 
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eeeins,  more  or  less,  to  have  diffused  itself  tlirough  the  whole 
sphere  of  tbe  Company's  influence.  In  1768  tbey  gave  to 
the  preaidency  of  Madraa  the  following  memorable  instruc- 
tion, strongly  declaratory  of  their  general  system  of  poliCT. 

"  We  shall  depend  upoa  your  prudence  (say  they)  to  dis- 
courage foreiguers ;  and,  being  intent,  as  you  have  been  re- 
peatedly acquainted,  on  bringing  Lome  aa  gfreat  a  part  of  the 
revenues  as  possible  in  your  manufactures,  the  out-bidding 
them  in  those  parts,  vrhere  they  interfere  with  you,  would 
certainly  prove  an  effectual  step  for  answering  that  end. 
We  therefore  recommend  it  to  you  to  offer  such  increase  of 
price  as  you  shall  deem  may  be  consistently  given ;  that  by 
beating  them  out  of  the  market  the  quantities  by  you  to  be 
provided  may  be  proportionahly  enlarged ;  and  if  j'-ou  take 
this  method,  it  is  to  be  ao  cautioualy  practised  aa  not  to  en- 
hance the  prices  in  the  places  immediately  under  your  con- 
trol. On  this  subject  we  must  not  omit  the  approval  of 
your  prohibiting  the  weavers  of  Cuddnlore  from  making  up 
any  cloth  of  the  same  assortments  that  are  pronded  for  ua ; 
and  if  such  pmhibition  is  not  now,  it  should  by  aD  means  be 
in  future,  made  general^  and  stricdif  maintained." 

This  system  must  have  an  immediate  tendency  towards 
disordering  the  trade  of  India,  and  must  ftnally  end  in  great 
detriment  to  the  Company  itself.  The  effect  of  the  restrictive 
system  on  the  weaver  is  evident.  The  authority  given  to  the 
servants  to  buy  at  an  advanced  price  did  of  necessity  furnish 
means  and  excuses  for  every  sort  of  fraud  in  their  purchases. 
The  instant  the  servant  of  a  merchant  is  admitted,  on  his 
owu  judgment,  to  overbid  the  market,  or  to  send  goods  to 
his  master  which  shaJl  sell  at  loss,  there  is  no  longer  any 
standard  upon  which  his  unfair  practices  can  be  estimated, 
or  any  effectual  means  by  which  they  can  be  restrained. 
The  hope,  entertained  by  the  directors,  of  confining  thia  de- 
structive practice  of  giving  an  enhanced  price  to  a  particular 
spot  muat  ever  be  found  totally  delusive.  Speculations  will 
be  affected  hj  thia  artificial  price  in  every  quarter,  in  which 
inarlcets  can  have  the  least  communication  with  each  other. 

In  a  very  few  years  tlie  court  of  directors  began  to  feel, 
even  in  Leadeuhall  Street,  the  effects  of  trading  to  loss  upon 
the  revenues,  cspeeidly  on  those  of  Bengal, 

lu  the  letter  of  ITebruary,  1774,  they  ooaerve,  that,  "  iook 
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ing  back  to  their  accounts  for  the  lour  preceding  years,  on 
Beveral  of  the  descriptions  of  silk  there  has  been  an  increas- 
ing loss,  instead  of  any  alteration  for  the  better  in  the  last 
year's  productions.  This  (tliey  say)  threatens  the  destnic- 
tion  of  that  valuable  brauch  of  national  commerce."  And 
then  they  recommend  such  recfvlations  (as  if  regulations  in 
that  state  of  things  could  be  of  any  service)  as  may  obtain 
"  a  profit  in  future,  instead  of  so  considerable  a  loss,  which 
we  can  no  longer  sustain^ 

Tour  committee  thouj^ht  it  necessary  to  inquire  into  the 
losses,  which  had  actuaJly  been  suflered  by  this  unnatural 
forced  trade  \  and  find  the  loss,  so  early  as  the  season  of 
1776,  to  be  £77,650  ;  that  in  the  year  1777  it  arose  to 
£163,205.  This  was  so  great,  that  wor.^c  could  hardly  be 
apprehended ;  hoT\'ever,  in  the  season  of  1778  it  amounted  to 
£255,070.  In  1779  it  was  not  so  ruinously  great,  because 
the  whole  import  was  not  so  considerable  ;  but  ifc  stiU  stood 
enormously  high  ;  so  high  as  £141.800.  Tn  the  whole  four 
years  it  came  to  £642,725.  The  observations  of  the  direct- 
ors were  found  to  be  fully  verified.  It  is  remarkable,  that 
the  same  article  in  the  China  trade  produced  a  considerable 
and  uniform  profit.  On  this  circumstance  little  observation 
is  necessary. 

During  the  time  of  their  struggles  for  enlarging  this  los- 
ing trade,  which  they  considered  as  a  national  object,  what 
in  one  point  of  view  it  was,  and  if  it  had  not  been  grossly 
mismanaged,  might  have  been  in  more  than  one ; — in  this 
part  it  is  impossible  to  refu-ne  to  the  directors  a  very  great 
share  of  merit ;  no  degree  of  thought,  of  trouble,  or  of  reason- 
able expense,  was  spared  by  them  for  the  improvement  of  the 
commodity.  They  framed  with  diligence,  and  apparently  on 
very  good  information,  a  code  of  manufacturing  regulations 
for  that  purpose ;  and  several  persons  were  sent  out,  con- 
versant in  the  Italian  method  of  preparing  and  winding  silk, 
aided  by  proper  machines  for  facilitating  and  pertecting  the 
work.  This,  under  proper  care,  and  in  course  of  time,  might 
have  produced  a  real  improvement  to  Bengal ;  but,  in  the 
first  instance,  it  naturally  drew  the  business  from  native 
management,  and  it  caused  a  rcvvilsion  from  the  trade  and 
manufactures  of  India,  which  led  as  naturally  and  inevitably 
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to  a  European  monopoly,  in  some  hantla  or  other,  as  any  of 
the  modes  of  coercion  which  were  or  could  be  employed.  The 
evil  was  prt^aeut  and  inherent  in  the  net.  The  means  of  let- 
ting the  natives  into  the  benefit  of  the  improved  system  of 
produce  was  likely  to  be  counteracted  by  the  general  ill  con- 
duct of  the  Company's  concerns  abroad.  For  a  while  at  least 
it  had  an  effect  still  worse  ;  for  the  Company  purchasing  the 
raw  cocoon,  or  aillt-pod,  at  a  fixed  rate,  the  first  producer, 
who,  whilHt  he  could  wind  at  his  own  honae,  employed  his 
family  iu  this  labour,  and  conld  procure  a  reasonable  liveli- 
hood by  buying  up  the  cocoons  for  the  Italian  filature,  now 
incurred  the  enormona  and  rninous  loss  of  50  per  cent. 
This  appears  in  a  letter  to  the  presidency,  written  by  Mr. 
Boughton  Kouae,  now  a  member  of  your  committee.  But, 
for  a  long  time,  a  considerable  quantity  of  that  in  the  old 
Bengal  mode  of  winding  was  bought  for  the  Company  from 
contractora,  and  it  continues  to  be  so  bought  to  the  present 
time  ;  but  the  directors  complain,  in  their  letter  of  the  12th 
of  May,  1780,  that  both  specifts,  and  particularly  the  latter, 
had  risen  so  extravagantly,  that  it  was  become  more  than  40 
per  cent,  dearer  than  it  had  been  fifteen  years  ago.  Iu  that 
state  of  price  they  condemn  tlieir  servants  very  justly,  for 
entering  into  contracts  for  three  yearn  ;  and  that  for  several 
kinds  of  silk,  of  very  different  gooduess,  upon  averages  un- 
fairly formed,  where  the  commoditicB,  averaged  at  an  equal 
price,  difiered  from  20  to  33  per  cent,  ou  the  sale.  Soon 
after,  they  formed  a  regular  scale  of  fixed  prices,  above  "which 
they  foimd  they  could  not  trade  without  loss.  ^M 

Whilst  they  were  continuing  these  methods  to   secure^^ 
themselves  against  future  losses,  the  Bengal  ships,  which 
arrived  in  that  year,  announced  nothing  but  their  continu- 
ance.    Some  articles  by  the  high  price,  and  others  from  theij 
ill  quality,  were  such  "as  never  could  answer  to  be  sent  to^ 
Europe  at  any  price.*'  The  directors  renew  their  prohibition;^! 
of  making  fresh  contracts,  the  present  being  generally  to  ex-  " 
pirc  in  the  year  1781.      But  this  trade,  whose  fundamental 
policy  "oiight  have  admitted  of  a  doubt,  as  applied  to  Bengal, 
^whatever  it   might  have  been  witli   regard   to  England,) 
was  now  itself  expiring  in  the  hands  of  the  Company,  so 
that  they  were  obhged  to  apply  to  government  for  power  to 
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enlarge  their  capacity  of  receiving  bills  upon  Europe.  Tb© 
purchase  by  these  bilLa  they  entirely  divert  from  raw  Bilk,  and 
order  to  be  laid  out  wholly  in  piece-gooda. 

Thus,  having  found  by  experience,  that  thia  trade,  whilst 
carried  on  upon  the  old  principles,  (of  whatever  advantage  it 
might  have  been  to  the  British  manufacturers,  or  to  the  in- 
dividuals who  were  concerned  in  it  in  Bengal,)  had  proved 
highly  detrimental  to  the  Company,  the  directors  reaolved  to 
espunge  the  raw  silk  from  their  investment.  They  gave  up 
the  whole  to  private  traders,  on  condition  of  paying  the 
freight,  charges,  and  duties  ;  permitting  them  to  send  it  to 
Europe  in  the  Company's  ships  upon  their  own  account. 

The  whole  of  tliia  history  will  serve  to  demonstrate,  that 
all  atteropt-B,  which  in  their  original  system,  or  in  their 
necessary  consequences,  tend  to  the  distreas  of  India,  must, 
and  in  a  very  short  time  will,  make  themselves  felt  even  by 
those,  in  whose  favour  such  attempts  have  been  made.  In- 
dia may  possibly,  in  some  future  time,  bear  and  support  it- 
self under  an  extraction  of  meaaure  or  of  goods ;  but  much 
care  ought  to  be  taken,  that  the  influx  of  wealth  shall  be 
greater  in  quantity,  and  prior  in  time  to  the  waste. 

On  abandouing  the  trade  in  silk  to  private  hands,  the  di- 
rectors issued  some  prolnbitions  to  prevent  raonopoly  j  and 
they  gave  some  directions  about  the  improvement  of  the 
trade.  The  prohibitions  were  proper,  and  the  directiona 
prudent;  but  it  is  much  to  be  feared,  that  whilst  all  the 
means,  instruments,  and  powers  remain,  by  which  monopolies 
were  made,  and  through  which  abuses  formerly  prevailed,  all 
verbal  orders  will  be  fruitless. 

This  branch  of  trade  being  so  long  principally  managed 
by  the  Company's  servants  for  the  Company,  and  under  its 
authority,  cannot  be  easily  taken  out  of  their  hands,  and 
pass  to  the  natives,  especially  when  it  is  to  be  carried  on 
without  the  control  naturally  inherent  in  all  participation.  It 
is  not  difficult  to  conceive  how  this  forced  preference  of 
traffic  in  a  raw  commodity  must  have  injured  the  manu- 
factures, while  it  was  the  policy  of  the  Compnny  to  continue 
the  trade  on  their  own  account.  The  servants,  so  far  from 
deviating  from  their  course,  since  they  have  taken  the  trade 
into  their  own  managemeut,  have  gone  much  further  into  it. 
The  proportion  of  raw  silk  in  the  investment  is  to  be  aug* 


HEPOHT   01    A  COMIUTTEE 


nfitttad*    The  proportion  of  the  wliole  cargoes  for  the  year 
1789,  diTided  into  aixteen  parts,  is  ten  of  raw  silk,  and  six  only 
of  manufactured  goods.     8uch  is  the  proportion  of  thia  los- 
ing article  in  the  scheme  for  the  investment  of  private  for-   _ 
tunes.  H 

In  the  reformed  scheme  of  sending  the  investment  on  ao 
count  of  the  Company,  to  be  paid  in  hills  upon  Europe,  no 
mention  is  made  of  any  change  of  these  proportions.  In- 
deed some  limits  are  attempted  on  the  article  of  silk,  with 
regard  to  ita  price  ;  and  it  ia  not  improbable,  that  the  price 
to  the  master  and  the  servant  will  he  very  different ;  but 
they  cannot  make  profitable  purchases  of  thia  article  without 
strongly  coudemning  all  the  former  purchases  of  the  board 
of  trade.  ^M 

CLOTHS,  OH  PIECE-GOODS.  V 

The  general  system  above  stated,  relative  to  the  silk  trade, 
must  materially  have  affected  the  manufa«turea  of  Bengal, 
merely  as  it  was  a  syateni  of  preference.  It  does  by  no 
means  satisfactorQy  appear  to  your  committee,  that  the  free- 
dom held  out  by  the  Company's  various  orders  has  been 
ever  fiilly  enjoyed,  or  that  tne  grievances  of  the  native  mer- 
chants and  nianufacturera  have  been  redreaaed.  For  we  find 
on  good  authority,  that  at  that  very  period,  at  which  it 
might  he  supposed  that  these  orders  had  their  operation, 
the  oppressions  were  in  full  vigour.  They  appear  to  have 
fallen  heaviest  on  the  city  of  Dacca,  formeny  the  great 
staple  for  the  finest  goods  in  India  ;  a  place  once  fuR  of  opu- 
lent  merchants  and  dealers  of  all  descriptions.  ^ 

The  city  and  district  of  Dacca,  before  the  prevalence  of  fl 
the  East-India  Company's  influence  and  authority,  manu-  ™ 
factured  annually  to  about  three  hundred  thousand  pounds 
value  in  cloths.  In  the  year  1776  it  had  fallen  to  about  two 
hundred  thousand,  or  two-thirds  of  its  former  produce.  Of 
this  the  Company's  demand  amoimted  only  to  a  fourth  part, 
that  is,  about  fil'ty  thousand  pounds  yearly.  This  was  at 
that  time  provided  by  agents  for  the  Company,  under  the 
inspection  of  their  commercial  servants.  On  pretence  of  se- 
curing an  advantage  for  this  foiirth  part  for  their  masters, 
they  exerted  a  most  violent  and  arbitrary  power  over  th« 
whole.  It  was  asserted,  that  they  iiied  the  Company's  mark , 
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Buch  goods  as  they  thought  fit,  (to  all  goods,  as  stated  iu 
one  complaint.)  and  disposed  of  them  as  thej  thouj^ht  pro- 
per, excluding  not  only  all  the  native  dealers,  but  the  Dutch 
Company  and  private  English  merchants :  that  they  made 
advances  to  the  weavers,  often  beyond  their  known  ability, 
to  repay  iu  goods  within  the  year ;  and  by  this  means  having 
got  them  in  debt,  held  them  in  perjietual  servitude.  Their 
inability  to  keep  accounts  left  them  at  tlie  discretion  of  the 
agents  of  the  supreme  power  to  make  their  balanecB  what 
they  pleased,  ancf  they  recovered  them  not  by  legal  process, 
but  by  seizure  of  their  goods,  and  iu"bitrnry  imprisonment  of 
their  persona.  One  and  the  same  dealer  made  tlie  advance, 
valuecl  the  return,  stated  the  account,  passed  the  judgment, 
and  executed  the  process. 

Mr.  Bouse,  chief  of  the  Dacca  province,  who  struggled 
against  those  evils,  says  that  in  the  year  1773  there  were  no 
balances  due,  as  the  trade  was  then  carried  on  by  the  native 
brokers.  In  less  than  three  years  these  balancea  amounted 
to  an  immense  sum ;  a  sum  lost  to  the  Company,  but  exist- 
ing in  full  force  for  every  piu-pose  of  oppression.  In  the 
amount  of  these  balances  almoat  erery  weaver  in  the  country 
bore  a  part,  and  ctmsequeutly  they  were  almost  all  caught 
in  this  snare.  "They  are  in  geneiral  "  (says  Mr.  Mouse,  in 
a  letter  to  General  Clavering,  delivered  to  your  committee) 
"  a  timid,  heljiless  people  ;  many  of  them  ])oor  to  the  utmost 
degree  of  wretchedness ;  incapable  of  keeping  accounts  ;  in- 
dustrious as  it  were  by  instinct;  unahle  to  defend  them- 
selves if  oppressed ;  and  satisfied,  if  with  continual  labour 
they  derive  from  the  feir  dealing  and  luiinanity  of  their  em- 
ployer a  moderate  subsistence  for  their  families." 

Such  were  the  people,  who  stood  accused  by  the  Com- 
pany's agents  as  prctendhig  grievances,  in  order  to  be  ex- 
eused  the  payment  of  their  balances.  Aa  to  the  commercial 
state  of  the  province  in  general,  Mr.  Eouse  represents  it  "  to 
be  for  these  two  years  a  perpetual  scone  of  complaint  and 

disputation :  the  Company's  agents  professing  to  pay 

higher  rates  to  weavers,  whilst  the  LeadeuhaU  sales  showed 
&  heavy  loss  to  the  Company.  The  weavers  have  even 
travelled  in  multitudes  to  prefer  their  complaints  at  the  pre- 
sidency. The  amount  of  the  investment  comparatively  small, 
with  bakncee  comparatively  large;   and,  as  I  understand. 
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generally  contested  by  the  weavers.  The  native  mercl 
called  Delals,  removed  from  their  influeaec,  as  preiudicial  to 
the  Company'e  cont'ema ;  aiid  European  merchants  com* 
plaining  againBt  undue  influence  of  the  Company's  com- 
mercial agents,  in  preventing  the  fi*ee  purchase  even  of  those 
goods  which  the  Company  never  takes." 

The  spirit  of  those  ogenta  will  be  fully  comprehended  from 
a  state  of  the  proceedinga  before  Mr.  Rouse  and  counsel,  on 
the  complaint  of  a  Mr.  Cree,  an  English  free  merchant  at^| 
Dacca,  who  has  been  twice  treated  in  the  same  injurious™ 
manner  by  the  agents  of  Mr.  Hurst,  the  commercial  chief  at 
that  place.  On  hia  complniut  to  tbe  hoard  of  the  «eizure  of 
the  goods,  and  imprisaomnent  of  his  agents,  Mr.  Hurst  was 
called  upon  for  an  explanation.  In  return  he  informed  them, 
that  ho  had  sent  to  one  of  the  villages  to  inquire  concerning 
the  matter  of  fact  alleged.  The  impartial  person,  sent  to 
make  this  inquiry,  was  the  very  man  accused  of  the  oppres- 
eiona,  into  which  he  was  sent  to  examine.  The  answer  of 
Mr.  Hurst  is  in  a  high  and  determined  tone.  He  does  not 
deny,  that  there  are  some  instances  of  abuse  of  power, 
*'  But  I  ask,"  (saya  he,)  "  what  autkoritif  can  guard  against 
the  conduct  of  individuals  ;  but  that  a  single  instance  cannot 
be  brought  of  a  general  depravity."  Your  committee  have 
reason  to  believe  these  coercive  measures  to  have  been  very 
general,  though  employed  according  to  the  degree  of  resist- 
ance opposed  to  the  monopoly ;  for  we  find  at  one  time  the 
whole  trade  of  the  Dutch  involved  in  the  general  servitude. 
But  it  appeal's  very  extraordinary,  that  notliing  but  the  act- 
ual proof  of  a  general  abuse  could  affect  a  practice,  the  very 
principle  of  which  tends  to  make  the  coercion  as  general  as 
the  trade.  Mr.  Hurst's  reflection  concerning  the  abuse  of 
authority  ri  iuit;  but  in  this  case  it  is  altogether  iuappli- 
cablc,  because  the  complaint  was  not  of  the  abuse,  but  of  the 
use  of  authority  in  matters  of  trade,  which  ought  to  have 
been  free.  He  tbrowa  out  a  variety  of  invidious  reflections 
against  the  council,  as  if  they  wanted  zeal  for  the  Company'a 
Berviee;  his  justification  of  hie  practices,  and  hia  declaration 
of  his  resolution  to  persevere  m  them,  are  firm  xuid  deter- 
mined ;  asserting  the  right  and  policy  of  such  rcBtraiiits,  and 
laying  down  a  rule  for  his  conduct  at  the  factory,  which,  he 
Baja,  wiE  give  no  cause  of  juat  complaint  to  private  traders. 
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He  ailda,  "  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  they  have  hitherto  pro- 
vided investments,  and  it  cannot  turn  to  my  interest  to  pr^ 
elude  them  wow,  though  1  must  ever  think  it  my  duty  to 
combat  the  private  views  of  individuals,  who  set  thetmelves  up 
as  competitors  under  that  very  body,  under  whose  licence 
and  indulgence  only  they  can  derive  their  privilege  of  trade : 
all  I  contend  lor  is  the  same  influence  my  employera  have 
ever  had."  He  ends  by  declining  any  reply  to  any  of  their 
future  references  of  this  nature. 

The  whole  of  this  extraordiuary  letter  ia  inserted  in  the 
Appendix,  No.  51 ;  and  Mr.  Rouse's  Minute  of  Observations 
upon  it  in  AppendLs,  No.  52,  fully  refuting  the  few  pretexts 
alleged  in  tliat  extraordinary  performance  in  support  of  the 
trade  by  influence  and  authority.  Mr.  Holland,  one  of  the 
counsel,  joined  Mr.  Eouae  in  opinion,  that  a  letter  to  the 
purport  of  that  Minute  should  be  written ;  but  they  were 
overruled  by  Messrs.  Purling,  Hogarth,  and  Shakespeare,  who 
passed  a  resolution  to  defer  sending  any  reply  to  Mr.  Hurst, 
and  none  was  ever  sent.  Thus  they  gave  countenance  to 
the  doctrine  contained  in  that  letter,  as  well  as  tc  the  mis- 
chievous practices  which  must  inevitably  arise  from  the  ex- 
ercise of  audi  power.  Some  temporary  and  partial  relief  was 
given  by  the  vigorous  exertions  ot  Mr.  EHOuae ;  but,  he  shortly 
after  removing  from  that  government,  all  complaints  were 
dropped. 

It  ia  remarkable,  that,  during  the  long  and  warm  contest 
between  the  Company's  agents  and  the  dealers  of  Dacca,  the 
board  of  trade  seem  to  have  taken  a  decided  part  against  the 
latter.  They  allow  some  sort  of  justice  in  the  complaints  of 
the  manufacturers  with  regard  to  low  valuation,  and  other 
particulars :  but  they  say,  that,  "  although  (daring  the  time 
of  pre-emption)  it  appears  that  the  weavers  were  not  allowed 
the  same  liberty  of  selling  to  individuals  they  before  enjoyed, 
our  opinion  oa  the  whole  is,  that  these  complaints  have 
originated  upon  the  premeditated  designs  of  the  delals  [fac- 
tors or  brokers]  to  thwart  the  new  mode  of  carrying  on  the 
Company's  buainesa,  and  to  render  themselves  necessary." 
They  say  in  another  place,  that  there  is  no  ground  for  the 
dissatisfactions  and  difficulties  of  the  weavers :  "  that  they 
are  owing  to  the  delals,  whose  aim  it  is  to  be  employed.'* 

This  desire  of  being  employed,  and  of  rendering  themselv« 
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necessaiy,  in  men,  whose  only  business  it  is  to  be  employed 
in  trade,  is  considered  by  the  gentlemen  of  the  board  as  no 
trivial  offence ;  and  accordingly  they  deelare,  "  they  have 
estftbliahed  it  as  an  invariable  rule,  that,  whatever  deficiency 
there  might  be  in  the  Dacca  investment,  no  purchase  of  the 
manufactures  of  that  quarter  shall  be  made  for  account  of 
the  Company  from  private  merehanta.  We  have  passed  this 
reaolutiou,  which  we  deem  of  importance,  from  a  persuasion, 
that  private  merchants  are  often  induced  to  make  advances 
for  Dacca  goods,  not  by  the  ordinary  chance  of  sale,  but 
merely  from  an  expectutioa  of  disposing  of  them  at  an  en- 
hanced price  to  the  Company,  against  whom  a  rivalship  is  by 
this  manner  encouraged;"  and  they  say,  "that  they  intend 
to  obaerve  the  same  rule  with  respect  to  the  investment  of 
other  of  the  factories,  from  whence  similar  complaints  may 
come," 

This  positive  rule  is  opposed  to  the  positive  directions  of 
the  Company  to  employ  those  obnoiious  persons  by  prefer- 
ence. How  far  this  violent  use  of  authority,  for  the  purpose 
of  destroying  rivalship,  has  succeeded  in  reducing  the  price 
of  goods  to  the  Compauv,  has  been  made  manifest  by  the 
facta  before  stated  in  their  place. 

The  recriminatory  charges  of  the  Company's  agents  on 
the  native  merchants  have  made  very  little  impression  on 
your  committee.  "We  have  nothing  in  favour  of  them,  but 
the  assertion  of  a  party  powerful  and  interested.  In  such 
caaea  of  mutual  assertion  and  denial,  yoar  committee  are  led 
irresistibly  to  attach  abuse  to  power,  and  to  presume,  that 
suffering  and  hardship  are  more  likely  to  attend  on  weak- 
ness, than  that  any  combination  of  unprotected  iudividuala 
ia  of  force  to  prevail  over  influence,  power,  wealth,  and 
authority.  The  complaints  of  the  native  merchants  ought 
not  to  have  been  treated  in  any  of  those  modes  in  which 
they  were  tlien  treated-  And  when  men  are  in  the  situation 
of  complainants  againat  unbounded  power,  their  abandoning 
their  suit  is  far  from  a  full  and  clear  proof  of  their  complaints 
being  groundless.  It  is  not  because  redress  has  been  ren- 
dered impracticable,  that  oppression  does  not  exist ;  nor  \& 
the  despair  of  sufferers  any  alleviation  of  their  afflictions.  A 
review  of  some  of  the  moat  remarkable  of  the  complaints 
made  bj  the  native  merchants  in  that  province  is  so  essential 
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for  laying  open  the  true  spirit  of  the  commercial  administra- 
tion,  and  tne  real  condition  of  those  concerned  in  trade 
there,  that  your  committee,  observing  the  records  on  this 
subject,  and  at  this  period,  full  of  them,  could  not  think 
themselves  justifiable  in  not  stating  them  to  the  House. 

Tour  committee  have  found  many  heavy  charges  of  op- 
pression against  Mr.  Barwell,  whilst  factory-chief  at  Dacca ; 
which  oppressions  are  stated  to  have  continued,  and  even  to 
have  been  aggravated  on  complaint  at  Calcutta.  These  com- 
plaints appear  in  several  Memorials  presented  to  the  supreme 
council  ol  Calcutta,  of  whick  Mr.  Barwell  was  a  member. 
They  appeared  yet  more  fully  and  more  strongly  in  a  hill  in 
chancery,  filed  in  the  supreme  court,  which  waa  afterwards 
recorded  before  the  govemor-geaeral  and  council,  and  trans- 
mitted to  the  court  of  directors. 

Tour  committee,  struck  with  the  magnitude  and  importance 
of  these  charges,  and  finding,  that  with  regard  to  those  be- 
fore the  council  no  regular  iuveatigatioa  has  ever  taken 
place ;  and  finding  also,  that  Mr.  Barwell  had  asserted,  in  a 
minute  of  councHf  that  he  had  given  a  full  answer  to  the  al- 
legations  in  that  bill,  ordered  a  copy  of  the  answer  to  be  laid 
before  your  committee,  that  they  might  be  enabled  to  state 
to  the  House,  how  far  it  appeared  to  them  to  be  full ;  how 
far  the  charges  were  denied  as  to  the  fact ;  or,  where  the 
facts  might  be  admitted,  what  justification  was  set  up.  It 
appeared  necessary,  in  order  to  determine  on  the  true  situa- 
tion of  the  trade  and  the  merchants  of  that  great  city  and 
district. 

The  secretary  to  the  court  of  directors  has  Laformed  your 
committee,  that  no  copy  of  the  answer  is  to  be  found  in  the 
India  House ;  nor  has  your  committee  been  able  to  discover, 
that  any  has  been  transmitted.  On  this  faniu-e,  your  com- 
mittee ordered  an  application  to  be  made  to  Mr.  Barwell  for 
a  copy  of  his  answer  to  the  bill,  and  any  other  information 
with  which  he  might  be  fiimished  with  regard  to  that  subject. 

Mr.  Barwell,  after  reciting  the  above  letter,  returned  in 
answer  what  follows : 

"  Whether  the  recorii  of  the  supreme  court  of  judicature 
are  lodged  at  the  India  House,  I  am  ignorant,  but  on  those 
records  my  answer  ia  certainly  to  be  found.  At  this  distance 
of  time,  I  am  sorry  I  cannot  from  memory  recover  the  cir- 
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cumstanceB  of  this  aflfair ;  but  this  I  know,  that  the  bill 
receive  a  complete  answer,  and  the  people  the  fullest  satis- 
faction i  nor  is  it  necessary  for  me  to  remark  ou  the  state  of 
parties  at  that  time  in  Bengal,  could  party  have  brought  for- 
ward any  particle  of  that  bill,  supported  by  any  verified  fact,  fl 
The  principle,  that  introduced  it  in  the  proceedings  of  the  V 
governor-general  and  council,  would  Kkewise  have  given  the 
verification  of  that  one  circumsfcance,  whatever  that  might 
have  been.    As  I  generally  attend  in  my  place  in  the  House, 
I  shall  with  pleasure  answer  any  invitation  of  the  gentlemen 
of  the  committee  to  attend  their  investigations  up-stairs. 
with  every  information  and  light  in  my  power  to  give  them.     _ 
"  St.  James'a  Square,  15th  AprU,  1783."  ■ 

Tour  committee  considered,  that  with  regard  to  the  mat- 
ter charged  in  the  several  petitions  to  the  board,  no  sort  of 
specific  answer  had  been  given  at  the  time  and  place  where 
they  were  made,  and  when  and  where  the  parties  might  be 
examined  and  confronted.  It  was  cousidered  also,  that  the 
bill  had  been  transmitted  with  other  papers  relating  to  the 
same  matter  to  the  court  of  directors  with  the  knowledge 
and  consent  of  Mr,  Barwell ;  and  that  he  states,  that  his 
answer  had  been  filed,  and  no  proceedings  had  upon  it  for 
eighteen  months.  In  that  situation  it  was  thought  some- 
thing extraordinary,  that  no  care  was  taken  by  him  to  trans- 
mit so  essential  a  paper  aa  his  answer,  and  that  he  had  no  m 
copy  of  it  in  his  hands.  ■ 

Your  committee,  in  this  difficultj',  thought  themselvea 
obliged  to  decline  any  verbal  explanation  from  the  person, 
who  ie  defendant  in  the  suit,  relative  to  matters,  which  on 
the  part  of  the  complainant  appear  upon  record,  and  to  leave 
the  whole  matter,  aa  it  is  charged,  to  the  judgnieut  of  the 
House  to  determine  how  far  it  may  be  worthy  of  a  further 
inquiry,  or  how  far  they  may  admit  such  allegations  aa  your 
committee  could  not  think  thoraselves  justified  in  receiving. 

To  this  effect  your  committee  ordei'ed  a  letter  to  be  writ- 
ten to  Mr.  BarweU ;  from  whom  they  received  the  foUowiag 
answer :  iH 

"Sir,  " 

In  consequence  of  your  letter  of  the  17th,  I  must  re- 
quest the  favour  of  you  to  inform  the  select  committee,  that 
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I  expect  from  their  justice,  on  any  matter  of  public  record, 
in  which  I  am  peraoiially  to  he  brought  forward  to  the  notice 
of  the  Housej  that  they  will  at  the  Bame  time  point  out  to 
the  House  what  part  of  such  matter  has  been  verified,  and 
what  parta  have  not,  nor  ever  were,  attempted  to  be  verified, 
though  introduced  in  debate  and  entered  on  the  records  of 
the  governor-genera]  and  council  of  Bengal-  I  am  aaxioua 
the  information  should  be  complete,  or  the  House  wUl  not  be 
competent  to  Judge  •,  and  if  it  is  complete  it  will  preclude  all 
explanation  as  unnecessary. 

"  I  am,  Sir, 
Tour  moat  obedient  humble  servant, 

Eicn.  Baewxll. 
"  Si.  Jftmes'a  Square,  22nd  April,  1783. 

"  P.  S.  As  I  am  this  moment  returned  from  the  country,  I 
iiad  it  not  in  my  power  to  be  earlier  in  acknowledging  your 
letter  of  the  17th." 

Your  committee  applied  to  Mr.  BarweU  to  communicate 
any  papers,  which  might  tend  to  the  elucidation  of  matters 
before  them,  in  which  he  was  concerned.  This  he  haa  de- 
clined to  do.  Tour  committee  conceive,  that  under  the 
orders  of  tlie  House  they  ai-e  by  uo  means  obhged  to  make  a 
complete  state  of  all  the  evidence,  which  may  tend  to  crimi- 
nate, or  exculpate,  every  person,  whose  transactiona  they 
may  find  it  expedient  to  report;  thia,  if  not  especially 
ordered,  has  not  hitlierto  been,  as  they  apprehend,  the  usage 
of  any  committee  of  this  House.  It  ia  not  for  your  commit- 
tee, but  for  the  discretion  of  the  party,  to  call  for,  and  for 
the  wisdom  of  the  House  to  institute,  such  proceedings  as 
may  tend  finally  to  condemn  or  acquit.  The  reports  of  your 
committee  are  uo  charges,  though  they  may  possibly  furnish 
mailer  for  charge  ;  and  no  representations  or  observations  of 
theirs  can  either  clear  or  convict  on  any  proceeding,  which 
may  hereafter  be  grounded  on  the  facts  which  they  produce 
to  the  House.  Their  opinions  are  not  of  a  judicial  nature. 
Tour  committee  haa  taken  abund:int  care,  that  every  import- 
ant fact  in  their  report  should  be  attended  with  the  authority 
for  it,  either  in  the  course  of  their  reflections,  or  in  the  Ap- 
pendLx ;  to  report  everything  upon  every  subject  before 
them,  which  is  to  be  found  on  the  records  of  the  Company, 
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would  be  to  transcribe,  and  in  the  event  to  print,  almost  the 
whole  of  those  voluminous  papers.  The  matter,  which  ap- 
pears before  them,  is,  in  a  summary  manner,  this :  ^| 

The  Dacca  merchants  begin  by  complaining,  that  in  No-^B 
vember,  1773,  Mr.  Eichard  Barwell,  then  chief  of  Dacca,  had 
deprived  them  of  their  employment  and  means  of  subaiat- 
ence ;  that  he  had  extorted  from  them  44,224  Arcot  rupeea 
(£4731)  by  the  terror  of  his  threats,  by  long  imprisonment, 
and  cruel  confinement  in  the  stocks ;  that  afterwards  they 
were  confined  in  a  small  room  near  the  finctory  gate,  under  a 
guard  of  sepoya ;  that  their  food  waa  BtoppeVl,  and  they  re- 
mained atarving  a  whole  day ;  that  they  were  not  permitted 
to  take  their  food  till  next  day  at  noon,  and  were  again 
brought  back  to  the  same  confinement,  in  which  they  were 
continued  for  six  daya,  and  were  not  set  at  liberty  until  they 
had  given  JVIr.  Barwell'a  banyan  a  certificate  for  forty  thou- 
sand rupeea  ;  that  iu  July,  1774,  when  Mr.  Barwell  had  left 
Dacca,  they  went  to  Calcutta  to  seek  justice ;  that  Mr.  Bar- 
well  confined  them  in  hia  house  at  Calcutta,  and  sent  them 
back  under  a  guard  of  Feona  to  Dacca ;  that  in  December, 
1774,  on  the  arrival  of  the  gentlemen  from  Eiu-ope,  they  re- 
turned to  Calcutta,  aud  preferred  their  complaint  to  the  su-^^l 
prerae  coiut  of  judicature.  ^| 

The  bill  in  chancery  filed  against  Eichard  Barwell,  John 
Shakespeare,  and  others,  contains  a  minute  epecification  of 
the  variuuB  acta  of  pergonal  cruelty,  said  to  be  practised  by 
Mr.  Barwcll'a  orders,  to  extort  money  from  these  people. 
Among  other  acts  of  a  similar  nature,  he  is  charged  mth  hav- 
ing ordered  the  appraiser  of  the  Company's  cloths,  who  was 
an  old  man,  and  who  aaserta  that  he  had  faithfully  served  the 
Company  above  sixteen  years  without  the  le^st  censure  on  _^ 
his  conduct,  to  he  severely  flogged  without  reason.  fl 

In  the  manner  of  confluing  the  de!5.1s  ■uith  ten  of  theiif  ^ 
servants,  it  is  charged  on  liim  that,  "  when  he  first  ordered 
them  to  be  put  into  the  stocks,  it  was  at  a  time  when  the 
weather  was  exceedingly  bad,  and  the  rain  very  heavy,  with- 
out allowing  them  the  least  covering  for  their  heads  or  any 
part  of  their  body,  or  anything  to  raise  them  from  the  wet 
ground;  in  wliicb  condition  they  were  couth lued  for  many 
hours,  until  the  said  Eichard  Barwell  thought  proper  to  re- 
move them  into  a  far  worse  state,  if  possible,  as  if  studying 
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to  exercise  the  most  cruel  acta  of  barbarity  on  them,  Ac.— 
And  that  dimng  their  imprisonment  they  were  frequently 
carried  to,  and  tortured  in,  the  atoclks,  in  the  middle  of  tho 
day,  when  the  scorching  heat  of  the  sun  was  insupportable, 
notwithstaudiag  which  they  were  denied  the  least  covering." 
These  men  assert,  that  they  had  served  the  Company  without 
blame  for  thirty  years — a  period  commencing  long  before  the 
power  of  the  Company  in  India. 

It  waa  no  slight  aggravation  of  this  severity,  that  the  ob- 
jects were  not  young,  nor  of  the  lowest  of  the  people,  w^ho 
might,  by  the  vigour  of  their  constitutions,  or  by  the  habits 
of  hardship,  be  enabled  to  bear  up  against  treatment  so  full 
of  rigour.  They  were  aged  persons.  They  were  men  of  a 
reputable  profession, 

The  account  given  by  these  merchants  of  their  first  journey 
to  Calcutta,  in  July,  1771;,  ia  circumstantial  and  remarkable. 
They  say,  "  that,  on  their  arrival,  to  their  astonishment,  they 
soon  teamed,  that  the  goverjtor^  who  had  Jormerli/  been  vio- 
lently enraged  against  the  said  Richard  Barwell  for  different 
improprieties  in  his  conduct,  was  now  reconcHe.I  to  him  ;  and 
that,  ever  since  there  icas  a  certainty  of  bis  Majesfys  appoint- 
ments taking  place  in  India,  from  being  the  most  inveterate 
enemies  they  were  now  become  the  most  intimate frtend<i  ;  and 
that  this  account  soon  taught  them  to  believe  they  were  not  any 
nearer  justice  from  their  Journey  to  Calcutta,  than  they  had 
been  before  at  Dacca." 

When  this  bill  of  complaint  waa,  in  1776,  laid  before  the 
council,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  court  of  directors,  Mr. 
Barwell  complained  of  the  introduction  of  such  a  paper, 
and  4isserted,  that  he  had  answered  to  every  particular  of  it 
on  oath  about  eighteen  months,  and  that,  during  this  long 
period,  no  attempt  had  been  made  to  controvert,  refute,  or  evert 
to  reply  to  it. 

He  did  not,  however,  think  it  proper  to  enter  his  answer 
on  the  recorda  along  with  the  bill,  of  whose  introduction  he 
complained. 

On  the  declarations  made  by  Mr.  Barwell  in  hia  Minute 
(September,  1776)  your  committee  observe,  that,  considering 
him  only  as  an  individual  under  jproaecution  in  a  court  of  jus- 
tic*,  it  might  be  sufiicient  for  him  to  exhibit  his  defence  in 
the  court  where  he  waa  accused ;  bat  that,  aa  a  member  of 
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gOTjiminent,  specifically  charged  before  that  very  govemm*! 
with  abiiBing  the  pmvers  of  his  office  in  a  very  extraordinary 
manijer,  and  for  purposes  (as  they  allege)  highly  corrupt  and 
criminal,  it  appears  to  your  committee  hardly  sufficient  to 
Bay  that  he  had  answered  elsewhere.  The  matter  was  to  go 
before  the  court  of  directors,  to  whom  the  question  of  liia 
condnet  in  that  situation,  a  situation  of  the  highest  power 
and  trust,  was  as  much  at  least  a  question  of  state,  aa  a  mat- 
ter of  redress  to  be  solely  left  to  the  discretion,  capacity,  or 
perseverance  of  individuals.  Mr.  Barwell  might  possibly  be 
generous  enough  to  take  no  advantage  of  hia  eminent  situa- 
tion ;  but  these  unfortunate  people  would  rather  look  to  his 
power  than  his  disposition.  In  general,  a  man  so  circum- 
etanced,  and  so  charged,  (though  we  do  not  know  this  to  be 
the  case  with  Mr.  Barwell,)  might  easily  contrive,  by  legal 
advantages,  to  escape.  The  plaintifis  being  at  a  great  distance 
from  the  seat  of  government,  and  possibly  affected  by  fear  or 
fatigue,  or  seeing  the  iin possibility  of  suataining  ivith  the 
ruins  of  fortunes,  never  perhaps  very  opulent,  a  suit  against 
wealth,  power,  and  influence,  a  compromise  might  even  take 
place,  in  which  circumstances  might  make  the  complainants 
gladly  acquiesce.  But  the  public  iujury  is  not  in  the  least  re- 
paired by  the  acquiescence  of  individuals,  as  it  touclied  the 
honour  of  the  very  highest  parts  of  covemment.  In  the 
opinion  of  your  committee  some  means  ought  to  have  been 
taken  to  bring  the  bill  to  a  discussion  on  the  merits ;  or 
Buppoaing  that  auch  decree  could  not  be  obtained  by  reason 
cf  any  faiUirc  of  proceeding  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiffs,  some 
process,  official  or  juridical,  ought  to  have  been  instituted 
against  them,  whieh  might  prove  them  guilty  of  slander  and 
defamation  in  as  authentic  a  manner  as  they  had  made  their 
charge,  before  the  council  as  well  as  the  court. 

By  the  determination  of  Mr.  Kurst,  and  the  resolutions 
the  board  of  trade,  it  is  much  to  be  apprehended,  that  tl 
native  merciiutile  Interest  must  be  exceedingly  reduced.     Tl 
above-mentioned  resolutions  of  the  board  of  trade,  if  exe 
cuted  in  their  rigour,  must  almost  inevitably  accomplish  it 
ruin.     The   subsequent  transactions  are   covered   with    an 
obscurity  which  your  committee  have  not  been  able  to  dis- 
pel.    All  which  they  can  collect,  but  that  by  no  means  dis- 
tinctly, is,  that  aa  those  who  trade  for  the  Company  in  tl 
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■rticles  of  investment,  may  also  trade  for  tlietnselvea  in  tbe 
same  articles,  the  old  opportunities  of  coDfounding  tlie 
capacities  must  remain ;  and  all  the  oppreaeions,  by  which 
this  confusion  liaR  been  attended.  The  Company's  invest- 
ments, as  the  general  letter  from  Bengal  of  tlie  20tli  of 
Kovember,  1775,  par,  28.  states  the  matter,  "  are  never  at  a 
stand  ;  advances  are  made,  and  floods  are  received  all  the 
year  round."  Balances,  the  grand  instrument  of  oppression, 
naturally  accumulate  on  poor  iiianufacturera  who  are  in- 
trusted with  money.  "Wliere  there  ia  not  a  vigorous  rivaJ- 
sliip  not  only  tolerated  hut  encouraged,  it  is  impossible  e\  er 
to  redeem  the  mannfacturera  from  the  servitude  induced  by 
those  unpaid  balances. 

No  snch  rivalship  does  exist:  the  policy  practised  and 
avowed  is  directly  against  it.  The  reason  assijjned  in  the 
board  of  trade's  letter  of  the  28th  of  November,  177S,  for  its 
making  their  advances  early  in  the  season,  is,  to  prevent  the 
foreign  merchants  and  private  traders  interfering  with  the 
purchase  of  their  (the  Company's)  assortments.  "  They  also 
refer  to  the  means  taken  to  prevent  this  interference  in 
their  letter  of  the  26th  January,  1779."  It  is  impossible, 
that  the  small  part  of  the  trade  should  not  fall  into  the  bands 
of  those,  who  with  the  name  and  authority  of  the  governing 
persons  have  such  extensive  contracts  in  their  hands.  It 
appears  in  evidence,  that  natives  eau  hardly  trade  to  the 
best  advantage  (your  committee  doubt  whether  they  can 
trade  to  any  advantage  at  all)  if  not  joined  with  or  counten- 
anced by  British  subjects.  The  directors  were,  in  1775,  so 
strongly  impressed  witli  this  notiou,  and  conceived  the  native 
merchants  to  have  been  even  then  reduced  to  so  low  a  state, 
that  notwithstanding  the  Company's  earnest  desire  of  giving 
them  a  preference,  they  "  doubt  whether  there  are  at  this 
time  in  Bengal  native  merchants  possessed  of  property  ade- 
quate to  such  undertaking,  or  of  credit  and  responsibility 
sufficient  to  m,^lv(^  it  safe  ami  prudent  to  trust  them  with 
Buch  sums  as  might  be  necessary  to  enable  them  to  fulfil 
their  engagements  with  the  Company." 

The  effect  which  so  long  contmued  a  monopoly,  followed 
by  a  pre-emption,  and  then  by  partial  preferences  supported 
by  power,  must  necessarily  have  in  weakening  the  mercantile 
capital,  and  disabling  the  merchants  from  all  undertakings  ol 

f>  2 


84 


aZPOET  or  A  COMMITTEB 


u 


magnitude,  is  but  too  visible.    However,  a  witness  of  under- 
atanding  and  credit  does  not  believe  the  capitals  of  the  na- 
tivea  to  be  yet  so  reduced  as  to  disable  tbem  iroTH  partaking 
in  tbe  trade,  if  they  were  otherwise  able  to  put  themselves  ou^_ 
an  equal  footing  witb  Europeans.  ^^ 

The  difficulties  at  tbe  outaet  wiU  however  be  considerable.^^ 
For  tbe  long  continuance  of  abuse  has  in  some  meaaure  con- 
formed the  wbole  trade  of  tbe  country  to  its  false  principle. 
To  make  a  sudden  change,  therefore,  might  destroy  tbe  few 
advantages,  which  attend  any  trade,  without  securing  those, 
which  must  flow  from  one  estabbsbed  upon  sound  mercantde 

{jrinciples,  whenever  such  a  trade  can  be  established.  The 
act  is,  that  the  forcible  direction,  which  the  trade  of  India 
baa  had  towards  Europe,  to  the  neglect,  or  rather  to  the 
total  abandoning,  of  the  Asiatic,  has  of  itself  tended  to  carry 
even  the  internal  buainesa  from  tbe  native  merchant.  The 
revival  of  trade  in  the  native  hands  is  of  absolute  necessity ; 
but  your  committee  is  of  opinion,  that  it  will  rather  be  the 
effect  of  a  regular  progressive  course  of  endeavours  for  that 
purpose,  than  of  any  one  regulation,  however  wisely  coOaS 
ceived.  ^H 

After  this  examination  into  the  condition  of  the  trade  and 
traders  in  the  principal  articles  provided  for  the  investment 
to  Europe,  your  committee  proceeded  to  take  into  consider- 
ation those  articles,  the  produce  of  wliich,  after  sale  in  Ben- 
gal, is  to  form  a  piui  of  the  fund  for  the  purchase  of  other 
articles  of  investment,  or  to  make  a  part  of  it  in  kind.  TheaSj 
are,  lat,  Opium ;  2ndly,  Saltpetre ;  and  3rdly,  Salt.  These , 
all  monopolized. 

OPIUM. 

The  first  of  tbe  internal  authorized  monopolies  is  that 
opium.  This  drag,  extracted  from  a  species  of  the  poppy, 
is  of  extensive  consumption  in  most  of  the  Eastern  markets. 
The  best  is  produced  in  the  province  of  Bahar :  in  Ben- 
gal it  is  of  an  inferior  sort,  though  of  late  it  has  been 
unproved.  This  monopoly  is  to  be  traced  to  tbe  very  origin 
of  our  influence  in  Bengal.  It  is  stated  to  haTe  begun  at 
Patna  so  early  as  the  year  1761,  but  it  received  no  consider- 
able de^ee  of  strength  or  consistence  until  the  year  17J 
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when  the  acquisition  of  the  Ddanny  opened  a  wide  field  for 
aU  projects  of  this  nature.  It  was  then  adopted,  and  owned  aa 
a  resource  for  persons  in  office ;  was  managed  chiefly  by  tha 
civil  Bfcsrvanta  of  the  Putna  factory,  and  for  their  own  benefit. 
The  policy  was  justified  on  the  usual  principles  on  which 
monopolies  are  supported,  and  on  some  peculiar  to  the  com- 
modity, to  the  nature  of  the  trade,  and  to  the  state  of  the 
country  :  the  security  against  adulteration ;  the  prevention 
of  the  exceasive  home  consumption  of  a  pernicious  drug  ;  the 
stopping  an  excessive  competition,  which  by  an  over-propor- 
tioned supply  would  at  length  destroy  the  market  abroad ; 
the  inability  of  the  cultivator  to  proceed  in  an  expensive  and 

!)recariou8  culture  without  a  large  advance  of  capital ;  and 
aatly,  the  incapacity  of  private  merchants  to  supply  that 
capital  on  the  feeble  security  of  wretched  farmers. 

These  were  the  principal  topics  on  which  the  monopoly 
was  supported.  The  last  topic  leads  to  a  Bcrious  consider- 
ation on  the  state  of  the  country ;  for  in  pushing  it  the  gen- 
tlemen argued,  that,  in  case  such  private  merchanta  should 
advance  the  necessary  capital,  the  lower  cultivators  "  would 
get  money  in  abundance"  Admitting  this  fact,  it  seems  to 
be  a  part  of  the  policy  of  this  monopoly  to  prevent  the  cul- 
tivator from  obtaining  the  natural  truita  of  hia  labour.  Deal- 
ing with  a  private  merchant  he  could  not  get  money  in  abund- 
ance, unless  his  commodity  could  procure  an  abundant 
profit.  Further  reasons,  relative  to  the  peace  and  good  order 
of  the  province,  were  assigned  for  thus  preventing  the  course 
of  trade  from  the  equitable  distribution  of  the  aa vantages  ot 
the  produce,  in  which  the  first,  the  poorest,  and  the  moat  la- 
borious producer  ought  to  have  his  first  share.  The  Cultivat- 
ors (they  add)  would  squander  part  of  the  money,  and  not 
be  able  to  complete  their  engagements  to  the  full ;  Law  suits, 
and  even  battles,  would  ensue  between  the  factors,  contend- 
ing for  a  deficient  produce  :  and  the  farmers  would  discourage 
the  culture  of  an  object,  which  brought  so  much  disturbance 
into  their  districts.  The  competition,  the  operation  of  which 
they  endeavour  to  prevent,  is  the  natural  corrective  of  the 
abuse,  and  the  beat  remedy  which  could  be  applied  to  the 
disorder,  even  supposing  its  probable  existence. 

TTpon  whatever  reasons  or  pretences  the  monopoly  of 
opium  was  supported,  the  real  motive  appears  to  be  the  pro- 
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fit  of  those,  who  were  in  hopes  to  be  concemeii  m  it 
these  profita  promised  to  be  very  considerable,  at  length  it 
engaged  the  attention  of  the  Company ;  and  after  many  dis- 
cusBions,  and  various  plana  of  application,  it  was  at  length 
taken  for  their  benefit,  and  the  produce  of  the  sale  ordered 
to  he  employed  in  the  purchase  of  goods  for  their  invest- 
ment, ^M 

In  the  year  1773  it  had  been  taken  out  of  the  handa  of  tfa^^l 
council  of  Patiia,  and  leased  to  two  of  the  natives ;  but  for  a 
year  only.  Tlie  contractors  were  to  supply  a  certain  quantity 
of  opium  at  a  given  price.  Half  the  value  was  to  be  paid  to 
tboae  contractors  in  advancCj  and  the  otber  half  on  tbe  de- 
livery. 

Tlie  proceedings  on  tliia  contract  demonstrated  the  futility 
of  all  the  priuciples,  on  which  the  monopoly  was  founded. 
The  council,  as  a  part  of  their  plan,  were  obliged,  by  heavy 
duties,  and  by  a  limitation  of  the  right  of  emption  of  foreign 
opium  to  the  contractors  for  the  home  produce,  to  check  the 
iniiux  of  that  commodity  from  the  territories  of  the  Nabob 
of  Oude  and  the  Kajah  of  Benares.  In  these  countries  no 
monopoly  existed  ;  and  yet  there  the  commodity  vras  of  such 
a  quality  and  so  abundant,  as  to  bear  the  duty,  and  even 
with  tbe  duty  in  some  degree  to  rival  the  monopolist  even  in 
his  own  market.  There  was  no  complaint  in  those  countries 
of  want  of  advances  to  cultivaturs,  or  of  law  suits  and 
tumults  among  tlio  factors ;  nor  was  there  any  appearance  of 
the  multitude  of  other  evils,  which  had  been  so  much  dreaded 
from  the  vivacity  of  competition. 

On  the  other  hand,  several  of  the  precautions  inserted  in 
this  contract,  and  repeated  in  all  tbe  subsequent,  strongly 
indicated  tl:c  evils,  against  which  it  is  extremely  difficult,  if 
not  imposaiblo,  to  guard  a  monopoly  of  this  nature,  and  in 
tliat  country.  For  in  the  first  contract  entered  into  with 
the  two  natives,  it  ^as  strictly  forbidden  to  compel  the  ten- 
ants to  the  cultivation  of  this  drug.  Indeed,  very  shocking 
rumours  had  gone  abroad,  and  they  were  aggravated  by  an 
opinion  universally  prevalent,  that  even  in  the  season  imme- 
diately following  that  dreadful  famine,  which  swept  off  one«^| 
third  uf  the  inhabitants  of  Bengal,  several  of  the  poorer^B 
farmers  were  compelled  to  plough  up  the  fields  they  had 
eown  with  grain,  in  order  to  plant  them  with  poppies  for  the  ^ 
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benefit  of  the  eng^seers  of  opium.  ThU  opinion  grew  into  a 
strong  presumption,  when  it  was  seen,  that  in  the  next  year 
the  produce  of  opium  (contrary  to  what  might  be  naturally 
expected  in  a  year  following  such  a  dearth)  was  nearly 
doubled.  It  is  true,  that,  when  the  quantity  of  land  oece*- 
eary  for  the  production  of  the  largest  quantity  of  opium  m 
considered,  it  is  not  just  to  attribute  that  famine  to  tbeM 
practices,  nor  to  any,  that  were  or  could  be  u^ed :  yet,  where 
Buch  practices  did  prevail,  they  mo^t  have  heen  rery  oppre— 
ivc  to  individuals,  extremely  insulting  to  the  feelings  of  the 
people,  and  must  tend  to  bring  great  and  deserved  discredit 
on  the  British  government.  The  English  are  a  people,  who 
appear  in  India  w  a  conquering  nation ;  all  dealing  with 
them  is  therefore,  more  or  let*,  a  dealing  with  power.  It  is 
such  when  they  trade  on  a  private  account ;  and  it  is  much 
more  bo  in  any  unauthorized  monopoly,  where  the  hand  of 
government,  which  ought  never  to  appear  but  to  protect,  is 
felt  as  the  rnstrumeut  in  every  act  of  oppression.  Abuses 
must  exist  in  a  trade  and  a  revenue  so  constituted,  and  there 
is  no  effectual  cure  for  them  but  to  entirely  cat  off  their 
cause. 

Things  continued  in  this  train,  until  the  great  revolutioD 
in  the  Company's  government  was  wrought  by  the  regulat- 
ing act  of  the  thirteenth  of  the  king.  In  1775  the  new 
council-general^  appointed  by  the  act,  took  this  trouble- 
some business  again  into  consideration.  General  Clavering, 
Colonel  Monson,  and  'Mr.  Franda,  expressed  such  strong 
doubts  of  the  propri^y  of  this,  and  of  all  other  monopoliea, 
that  the  directors,  in  their  letter  of  the  year  following,  left 
the  council  at  liberty  to  throw  the  trade  open,  under  a  duty, 
if  they  should  find  it  practicable.  But  General  Clavering, 
who  most  severely  censured  monopoly  in  general,  thought, 
that  this  monopoly  ought  to  be  retained  ;  but  for  a  reason, 
which  shows  his  opinion  of  the  wretched  state  of  the 
intry  ;  for  he  supposed  it  impossible,  with  the  power  and 
Inence  which  must  attend  British  subjects  in  all  their 
ztions,  that  monopoly  could  be  avoided  ;  and  be  pre- 
au  avowed  monopoly,  which  brought  benefit  to  go> 
vemment,  to  a  ^'irtual  engrossing,  attended  with 
I  individuals.     But  in  this  opinion  f 


lid  not  seem  to  be  joined  by  3£r.  Franda,  who 
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ifo.  H,  to  the  thou^ght  tlie  auppression  of  this  and  of  all  mono- 
Select  torn-  poUesto  be  practieable ;  and  etrongly  recommend- 
Report!  ed  their  abolition  in  a  plan  sent  to  the  court  of 

directors  the  j^ear  following. 

The  council,  however,  auhmittmg  to  the  opinion  of  this 
uecesaity,  enileaYoured  to  render  that  dubioua  engagement 
as  beneficial  aa  possible  to  the  Company.  They  began  by 
putting  up  the  contract  to  the  highest  bidder.  The  pro- 
posals were  to  be  sealed.  When  the  seals  came  to  be 
opened,  a  very  extraordinary  scene  appeared.  Every  step  ia 
this  business  develi>ps  more  and  more  the  effect  of  this  j  unc- 
tion of  public  monopoly  and  private  influence.  Pour  English 
and  eight  natives  were  candidates  for  the  contract ;  three  of 
the  English  far  out-bid  the  eight  natives.  They  who  con- 
sider that  the  natives,  from  their  superior  dexterity,  from 
their  knowledge  of  the  country  and  of  business,  and  from 
their  extreme  industry,  vigilance,  and  parsimony,  are  gener- 
ally an  over-match  for  Europeans,  and  indeed  are,  and  must 
ultimately  bcj  employed  by  them  in  all  transactions  whatso- 
ever, will  find  it  very  extraordinary,  that  they  did  not  by  the 
best  offers  secure  this  dealing  to  themselves.  It  can  be  at- 
tributed to  this  cause,  and  this  only,  that  they  were  con- 
scious, that  without  power  and  influence  to  subdue  the  culti- 
vators of  the  land  to  their  own  purposes,  they  never  could 
aflbrd  to  engage  on  the  lowest  possible  terms.  Those  Avliose 
power  entered  into  the  calculation  of  their  profits,  could 
offer,  aa  they  did  offer,  terms  without  comparison  better ; 
and  therefore  one  of  the  English  bidders,  witnout  partiality, 
secured  the  preference. 

The  contract  to  this  first  bidder,  Mr.  Glriffiths,  was  pro- 
loDged  from  year  to  year  ;  and  aa  during  that  time  frequent 
complaints  were  made  by  him  to  the  council-board  on  the 
principle,  that  the  years  answered  very  differently,  and  that 
the  business  of  one  year  ran  into  the  other,  reasons  or  ex- 
cuses were  furnished  for  giving  the  next  contract  to  Mr. 
Mackenzie  for  three  years.  This  tlvird  contract  was  not  put 
up  to  auction  as  the  second  had  been,  and  as  this  ought  to 
have  been.  The  terms  were  indeed  something  better  for  the 
Company;  and  the  engagement  wa«  subject  to  qualifica- 
tions, which,  though  they  did  not  remove  the  objection  to 
the  breach  of  the  Company's  orders,  prevented  the  handa  ol 
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the  directors  from  being  tied  up.  A  proviso  was  inserted 
in  the  contract,  that  it  should  not  he  in  anywise  binding,  if 
the  Company  by  orders  froiu  home  should  alter  the  existing 
practice  with  regard  to  »ueh  dealing. 

Whilst  these  things  were  going  on,  the  evils,  which  this 
monopoly  was,  in  show  and  pretence,  formed  to  prevent,  still 
existed ;  and  those  which  were  naturally  to  be  expected 
from  a  monopoly  existed  too.  Complaiuta  were  made  of  the 
bad  quality  of  the  opium ;  trials  were  made,  and  on  those 
trials  the  opium  was  found  faulty.  An  office  of  inspection 
at  Calcutta,  to  ascertain  its  goodness,  was  established ;  and 
directions  given  to  the  provinctcal  councils  at  the  places  of 
growth  to  certify  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  commodity 
transmitted  to  the  presidency. 

In  1776,  notwithstanding  an  engagement  in  the  contract 
strictly  prohibiting  all  compulsory  culture  of  the  poppy,  in- 
formation was  given  to  a  member  of  the  council-general,  that 
fields  green  with  rice  had  been  forcibly  ploughed  up  to  make 
way  for  that  plant ;  and  that  this  was  done  in  the  presence  of 
several  English  geatleraen,  who  beheld  the  spectacle  with  a 
just  and  natural  indiguatiou.  The  board,  struck  with  this 
representation,  ordered  the  council  of  Patna  to  make  an  in- 
quiry into  the  fact  j  but  your  committee  can  find  no  return 
whatsoever  to  this  order.  The  uomplaiata  were  not  sidely  on 
the  part  of  the  cultivators  ngauist  the  contractor.  The  con- 
tractor for  opium  made  loud  complaints  against  the  inferior 
collectors  of  the  landed  revenue,  stating  their  undue  and 
vexatious  exactions  from  the  cultivators  of  opium ;  their 
throwing  these  uufortiinate  people  into  prison  upon  frivolous 
pretences,  by  which  the  tena4its  were  ruined,  and  the  con- 
tractor's advances  lost,  lie  stated,  that,  if  the  contractor 
should  interfere  in  favour  of  the  cultivator,  then  a  deficiency 
would  be  caused  to  appear  in  the  landed  revenues,  and  that 
deficiency  would  be  charged  on  his  interposition  ;  he  desired, 
therefore,  that  the  ciiltivators  of  opium  should  be  taken  out 
of  the  general  system  of  the  lauded  revenue,  and  put  under 
"  his  protection."  Here  the  eftcct  naturally  to  be  expected 
from  the  clasliing  of  inconaiatent  revenues  appeared  in  its 
full  light,  as  well  as  the  state  of  the  unfortunate  peasants  of 
Bengal  between  such  rival  protectors ;  where  the  ploughman, 
flying  from  the  tax-gatherer,  is  obliged  to  take  refuge  under 
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the  winga  of  tbe  monopolist.  No  dispute  arises  amongst  tlie 
Englisii  subjects  which  does  uot  divulge  the  n-isery  of  the 
natives ;  when  the  former  are  in  harmony,  all  is  well  with  the 
latter. 

This  monopoly,  continuing  and  gathering  streagth  through 
a  eucoeasion  of  contractors,  and  being  probaWy  a  moat  lucra- 
tive dealing,  grew  to  be  every  day  a  greater  object  of  compe- 
tition. The  council  of  Patna  endeavoured  to  recover  the 
contract,  or  at  least  the  agency,  by  the  most  inviting  terms ; 
and  in  this  eager  state  of  mutual  complaint  and  competition 
between  private  men  and  public  bodies,  things  continued 
until  the  arrival  in  Bengal  of  Mr.  Stephen  Sulivan,  son  of 
Mr.  Hulivan,  chairman  of  the  East-India  Company,  which 
Boon  put  an  end  to  all  strife  and  emulation. 

To  form  a  clear  judgment  on  the  decisive  step  taken  at 
this  period,  it  ia  proper  to  keep  in  view  the  opinion  of  the 
court  of  directors  concerning  monopolies,  agaiust  which  they 
had  uniformly  declared  in  the  most  precise  terms;  they  never 
submitted  to  them  but  as  to  a  present  necessity ;  it  was 
therefore  not  necessary  for  them  to  express  any  particular 
approbation  of  a  clause  in  Mr.  Mackenzie's  contract,  which 
was  made  in  favoiw  of  their  own  liberty.  Every  motive  led 
them  to  preserve  it.  Ou  the  security  of  that  clause  they 
could  alone  have  suffered  to  pass  over  in  silence  (for  they 
never  approved)  the  grant  of  the  contract  which  contained 
it,  for  three  years.  It  must  also  be  remembered,  that  they 
had  from  the  beginning  positively  directed,  that  the  contract 
should  bo  put  up  to  public  auction ;  and  this  not  having  been 
done  in  Mr.  Mackenzie's  case,  they  severely  reprimanded 
the  governor-general  and  council  in  theii*  letter  of  the  23rd 
December,  1778.  h 

The  court  of  directors  were  perfectly  right  in  showing  ^^| 
themBolvca  tenacious  of  this  regulation ;  not  so  much  to  se- 
cure the  best  practicable  revenue  from  their  monopoly  whilst 
it  existed,  but  for  a  much  more  essential  reason,  that  is,  from 
the  corrective  which  this  method  administered  to  that  mo- 
nopoly itself:  it  prevented  the  British  contractor  from  bo- 
coraijig  doubly  terrible  to  the  natives  when  they  should  see, 
that  his  contract  was  in  effect  a  grant,  and  therefore  indicated 
particular  favour  and  private  iutiuence  with  the  nJiiig  men;« 
bera  of  an  absolute  government. 
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On  the  expiration  of  Mr.  Mackenzie's  term,  and  but  a  few 
months  after  Mr.  Sulivan's  arriTal,  the  governor-general  (as 
if  the  contract  was  a  matter  of  patronage,  and  not  of  deahng) 
pitched  upon  Mr.  Sulivan  as  the  most  proper  person  for  the 
mauagement  of  this  critical  concern.     Mr.  Siilivan,  though  a 

{>erl'ect  stranger  to  Bengal,  and  to  that  sort,  and  all  sorts,  of 
ocal  commerce,  made  no  difliculty  of  accepting  it.  The 
governor-general  was  so  fearful  that  hia  true  motives  in  this 
business  should  be  mistaken,  or  that  the  smallest  suspicion 
should  arise  of  his  attending  to  the  Company's  orders,  that 
far  from  putting  up  the  contract  (which  on  account  of  its 
known  profits  bad  become  the  object  of  such  purauit)  to 
public  auction,  lie  did  not  wait  for  receiving  so  much  as  a 
private  proposal  from  Mr.  Sulivan.  The  secretary  perceived, 
that  in  the  rough  draught  of  the  contract  the  old  recital  of  a 
proposal  to  the  board  was  inserted  as  a  matter  of  course,  but 
was  contrary  to  the  fact :  he  therefore  remarked  it  to  Mr. 
Hastings.  Mr.  Hastings,  with  great  indifference,  ordered 
that  recital  to  be  omitted;  and  the  omission,  with  the  remark 
that  led  to  it,  has,  with  the  same  easy  indifference,  been  sent 
over  to  his  masters. 

The  governor-general  and  council  declare  themselves  ap- 
prehensive, that  Mr.  Sulivan  might  be  a  loser  by  hia  bargain 
upon  account  of  troubles,  which  they  suppoaed  ejcisted  in  the 
country,  which  was  the  object  of  it.  This  was  the  more  in- 
dulgent, because  the  contractor  was  tolerably  secured  against 
all  losses.  He  received  a  certain  price  for  his  commodity : 
but  he  was  not  obUged  to  pay  any  certain  price  to  the  culti- 
vator, who,  having  no  other  miirkct  than  his,  must  sell  it  to 
him  at  his  own  terms.  He  was  to  receive  half  the  yearly  pay- 
ment by  advance  ;  and  he  was  not  obliged  to  advance  to  the 
cultivator  more  than  what  he  thought  expedient  :  but  if  this 
should  not  be  enough,  he  might  (if  he  pleased)  draw  the 
whole  payment  before  the  total  delivery  :  such  were  the 
terms  of  the  engagement  with  him.  He  is  a  contractor  of  a 
new  species,  who  employs  no  capital  whatsoever  of  his  own, 
and  has  the  market  of  compulsion  at  hia  entire  command. 
But  all  these  Hecurities  were  not  sufScicnt  tor  the  ansioua 
attention  of  the  supreme  council  to  Sir.  Sulivan's  welfare : 
Mr.  Hastings  had  before  given  him  the  contract  without 
any  proposal  on  hi»  part ;  and  to  make  their  gift  perfect,  in  a 
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second  instance  tbej  proceed  a  step  beyond  their  former 
ill  precedent,  and  they  contract  witn  5Ir.  Sulivan  for  four 
years. 

Nothing  appears  to  have  been  considered  but  the  benefit 
of  the  contractor^  and  fur  this  pnrpoae  the  solicitude  shown 
in  all  the  provisions  could  not  be  exceeded.  One  of  the  first 
things  that  struck  Mr.  Hastings  aa  a  blemish  on  his  gift, 
was  the  largeness  of  the  penalty,  which  he  had  on  former  oc- 
casions settled  as  the  sanction  of  the  contract ;  this  he  now 
diacoTered  to  be  so  great  aa  to  be  likely  to  frustrate  its  end 
by  the  impossibility  of  recovering  so  large  a  sum.  How  a 
large  penalty  can  prevent  the  recovery  of  any,  even  the 
Bmallest  part  of  it,  is  not  quite  apparent.  In  so  vast  a  con- 
cern aa  that  of  opium,  a  fraud,  which  at  first  view  may  not 
appear  of  much  importance,  and  which  may  be  very  difficult 
in  the  discovery,  may  easily  counter-balance  the  reduced 
penalty  in  this  contract,  which  was  settled  in  favour  of  Mj. 
Bulivan  at  about  £20,000. 

Monopolies  were  (aa  the  House  has  observed)  only  toler- 
ated evils,  and  at  best  upon  trial  •,  a  clause  therefore  was  in- 
serted in  the  conti'acts  to  Mackenzie,  annulling  the  obhga- 
tion,  if  the  court  of  directors  should  resolve  to  abolish  the 
monopoly ;  but  at  the  request  of  Mr.  SulivaUj  the  contract 
was  without  difficulty  purged  of  this  obnoxious  clause.  The 
term  was  made  absolute,  the  monopoly  rendered  irrevocable, 
and  the  discretion  of  the  directors  wholly  excluded.  Mr. 
Hastings  declared  the  reserved  condition  to  be  no  longer 
necessary,  "because  the  directors  had  approved  the  mo- 
nopoly." 

The  chiefa  and  councila  at  the  principal  factories  had  been 
obliged  to  certify  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  opium  be- 
fore its  transport  to  Calcutta;  and  their  control  over  the 
contractor  had  been  assigned  aa  the  reason  for  not  leaving 
to  those  factories  the  management  of  this  monopoiv.  Now 
things  were  changed.  Orders  were  sent  to  discontinue  this 
measure  of  invidious  precaution ;  and  the  opium  was  sent  to 
Calcutta,  without  anything  done  to  ascertain  its  quality,  or 
oven  its  quantity. 

An  office  of  inspection  had  been  also  appointed  to  eiamine 
the  quality  of  the  opium  on  its  delivery  at  the  capital  settle- 
ment.   In  order  to  ease  Mr.  Siilivan  from  this  troublesome 
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formality,  Mr.  HaBtmgs  abolished  the  office ;  so  that  Mr. 
lulivan  was  then  total]  v  freed  from  aU  examination  or  con- 
ol  whatsoever,  either  first  or  last. 

These  extraordinary  changes  in  favour  of  Mr.  Sulivan  were 
attended  with  losses  to  others,  and  seem  to  have  excited 
uch  discontent.  This  discontent  it  was  necessary  in  some 
anner  to  appease.  The  Vendue  muster,  who  was  deprived 
of  his  accustomed  dues  on  the  public  sales  of  the  opium  by 
the  private  dealing,  made  a  formal  complaint  to  the  board 
against  this  as  well  as  other  proceedings  relative  to  the  same 
busineas.  He  attributed  the  private  sale  to  "reasons  of 
state;"  and  this  strong  reflection  both  on  the  board  of  trade 
and  the  council-board  was  passed  over  without  observation. 
He  was  quieted  by  appointmg  him  to  the  duty  of  these  very 
iBspectors,  whose  office  bad  been  just  abolished  as  useless. 
~he  Hoiise  will  judge  of  the  efficacy  of  the  revival  of  this 
office  by  the  motives  to  it,  and  by  Mr.  Plastings  giving  that 
to  one  as  a  compensationf  which  had  been  executed  by  several 
es  a  duty.  However,  the  orders  for  taking  away  the  pre- 
.utionary  inspection  at  Patna  still  remained  in  force- 
Some  benefits,  which  had  been  given  to  former  contractors 
at  the  discretion  of  the  board,  were  no  longer  held  under 
that  loose  indulgence,  but  were  secured  to  Mr.  Sulivan  by 
his  contract.  Other  indulgences  of  a  lesser  nature,  and  to 
vhich  no  considerable  objection  could  be  made,  were  on  the 
fspplication  of  a  Mr.  Beun,  calling  himself  his  attorney, 
grauted. 

Your  committee  examining  Mr.  Higginsoa,  late  a  member 
of  the  board  of  trade,  on  that  subjeetj  were  informed,  that 
this  contract,  very  soon  alter  the  making,  was  generally  un- 
rstood  at  Calcutta  to  have  been  sold  to  this  Mr.  Benn ; 
ut  he  could  not  particularize  the  sum,  for  which  it  had  been 
assigned ;  and  that  Mr.  Benn  had  afterwards  sold  it  to  a 
Mr.  Touug.  By  this  transaction  it  appears  clearly,  that  the 
jontract  was  given  to  Mr.  Sulivau  for  no  other  purpose  than, 
to  supply  him  with  a  sum  of  money ;  and  the  sale  and  re-sale 
seem  strongly  to  indicate,  that  the  reduction  of  the  penalty 
and  the  other  favourable  conditions,  were  not  granted  for 
his  ease  in  a  business  which  he  never  was  to  execute,  but  to 
heighten  the  value  of  the  object  which  he  was  to  sell.  Mr, 
Sulivan  was  at  the  time  in  Mr.  Hastings's  family,  accomptk* 


nied  Mm  in  his  progresses,  and  held  the  oflBce  of  Judge- Ad- 
vocate. 

The  monopoly  givea  for  tteee  pnrpoBea  thua 
uecared,  all  power  of  reformation  cut  off,  and  almost  every 
precaution  against  fraud  and  oppression  removed,  the  su- 
preme council  found,  or  pretended  to  find,  that  the  com- 
modity, for  which  they  hau  just  made  such  a  contract,  was 
not  a  saleable  article  ;  and  in  consequence  of  this  opinion,  or 
pretence,  entered  upon  a  daring  speculation  hitherto  un- 
thought  of,  that  of  sending  the  commodity  on  the  Company's 
Bceouut  to  the  market  of  Canton.  The  council  alleged,  that 
the  Dutch  being  driven  from  Bengal,  and  the  seas  being  in- 
fested with  privateers,  thia  commodity  had  none,  or  a  very 
dull  and  depreciated,  demaiid. 

Had  this  been  true,  Mr.  Ilaatinga'a  conduct  could  admit 
of  no  excuse.  He  ought  not  to  burthen  a  fallen  market  by 
long  and  heavy  engagements.  He  ought  studiously  to  have 
kept  in  his  power  the  means  of  proportioning  the  supply  to 
the  demand.  But  his  arguments,  and  those  of  the  council 
on  that  occasion,  do  not  deserve  the  smallest  attention- 
Facts,  to  which  there  is  no  testimony  but  the  assertion  of 
those,  who  produce  them  in  apology  for  the  ill  consequences 
of  their  own  irregular  actions,  cannot  be  adiiiitted.  ^Ir. 
Hastings  and  the  council  had  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  that 
business ;  the  court  of  directors  had  wholly  taken  the  man- 
agement of  opium  out  of  his  and  their  hands,  and  by  a  solemn 
adjudication  fixed  it  in  the  board  of  trade.  But  after  it  had 
continued  there  some  years,  ilr.  Hastings,  a  little  before  hia 
grant  of  the  nionopolv  to  Mr.  Sulivan,  thought  proper  to  re- 
verse the  decree  of  his  masters,  and  by  his  own  authority  to 
recall  it  to  the  council.  By  tbis  step  he  became  responsible 
for  all  the  consequences. 

The  board  of  trade  appear  indeed  to  merit  reprehension 
for  disposing  of  the  opium,  by  private  contract,  as  by  that 
means  the  unerring  standard  of  the  public  market  cannot  be 
applied  to  it;  but  they  justified  themselves  by  their  success. 
And  one  of  their  members  informed  your  connnittee,  that 
their  last  sjile  had  been  a  good  one  ;  and,  though  he  appre- 
hended a  fall  in  the  next,  it  was  not  such  as,  in  the  opinion 
of  yoiir  committee,  could  justify  the  council -general  in 
havmg  recourse  to  untried  and  hazardous  speculntiona  o{ 
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commerce.  It  appears,  that  there  must  have  been  a  market, 
and  one  suflSciently  lively.  They  assign  aa  a  reason  of  this 
asaigaed  dulness  of  demand,  that  the  Dutch  had  been  ex- 
iled from  Bengal,  aiid  could  not  carry  the  usual  quantity  to 
atavia.  But  tbo  Danes  ■were  not  expelled  from  Eeugal, 
and  Portuguese  ships  traded  there ;  neither  of  them  were 
interdicted  at  Batavia,  and  the  b-ade  to  thi  Eastern  ports  waa 
free  to  them.  The  Danes  actually  applioil  for  and  obtained 
an  increase  of  the  quantity,  to  which  tlieir  pvirehaf^es  had 
been  limited;  and,  aa  they  asked,  so  they  received  this,  in- 
dulgenco  as  a  great  favour.  It  docs  not  appear,  that  they 
were  not  very  ready  to  supply  the  place  of  the  Dutch.  On 
the  other  hand,  ttiere  is  no  doubt,  that  the  Dutch  would 
most  gladly  receive  an  article  convenient,  if  not  necessary, 
to  the  circulation  of  their  commerce,  from  the  Danes,  or 
under  any  name ;  nor  was  it  fit  that  the  Company  should 
use  an  extreme  strictness  in  any  inquiry  concerning  the  ne- 
cessary disposal  of  one  of  their  own  staple  eomiuoditiea. 

The  supply  of  the  Canton  treasury  with  funds  for  the 
provision  of  the  next  year's  China  investment  was  the 
round  of  this  plan.  But  the  council-general  appear  atiU  to 
ave  the  particular  advantage  of  Mr.  Sulivan  in  view ;  andj 
not  satisfied  witb  breaking  so  many  of  the  Company's  orders 
for  that  purpose,  to  make  the  contract  an  object  saleable  to 
the  greatest  advantage,  were  obliged  to  transfer  their  per- 
Bonal  partiality  from  Mr.  Sulivan  to  the  contract  itself,  and 
to  hand  it  over  to  the  assignees  through  all  their  successions. 
Wben  the  opium  was  delivered,  the  duties  and  emolutnentfl 
of  the  contractor  ended  ;  but  (it  appears  from  Mr.  WilliaiQ- 
son's  letter,  ISth  October,  1781,  and  it  is  not  denied  by  the 
council-general)  this  new  scheme  /urwwAerf  ikcm  icUh  a  pre- 
text  of  rnaking  kirn  broker  for  the  China  investment,  with  the 
profit  of  a  new  commission — to  what  atnouut  does  not  ap- 
pear; but  here  their  constant  and  vigilant  observer,  the 
Vendue  Blaster,  met  them  again :  tbey  seemed  to  live  in  no 
small  terror  of  this  gentleman.  To  satisfy  Mm  for  the  loss  of 
s  fee,  to  which  ho  was  entitled  upon  the  public  sale,  they 
ve  him  also  a  commission  of  1  per  cent,  on  the  investment. 
Thus  was  this  object  loaded  with  a  double  commission ;  and 
every  act  of  partiality  to  one  person  produced  a  cbargeable 
compensation  to  some  other  for  the  injustice  that  Buch  par- 
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tiality  produced.  Nor  was  this  the  whole.  The  discontent 
and  envy  excited  by  this  act  went  infinitely  further  than  to 
those  immediately  affected,  aiid  eomething  or  other  waa  to 
be  found  out  to  eatiafy  as  many  as  poseihle. 

As  soon  as  it  was  discovered  that  the  council  entertained 
a  design  of  opening  a  trade  on  those  principles,  it  immedi- 
ately engaged  the  attention  of  Buch  aa  had  an  interest  in 
Bpecnlations  of  freight. 

A  memorial  seems  to  have  been  drawn  early,  as  it  is  dated 
on  the  29th  of  March,  though  it  -was  not  the  first  publicly 
presented  to  the  hoard.  Thia  memorial  was  presented  on 
the  17th  of  September,  1781,  by  Mr.  Wheler,  conformably 
(aa  be  aaya)  to  the  deeire  of  the  governor-general ;  and  it 
contained  a  long  and  elaborate  dissertation  on  the  trade  to 
China ;  tending  to  prove  the  advantage  of  extending  the  sale 
of  English  manufactures  and  other  goods  to  the  north  of  that 
country,  beyond  the  usual  emporium  of  European  uations. 
Thia  ample  and  not  ill-reaaoaed  theoretical  performance 
(tbough  not  altogether  new  either  in  speculation  or  attempt) 
ended  by  a  practical  proposition,  very  short  indeed  of  the 
ideas  opened  in  the  preliminary  discourse,  but  better  adapted 
to  the  immediate  effect.  It  was,  that  the  Company  should 
undertake  the  sale  of  its  own  opium  in  China,  and  commit 
the  management  of  the  business  to  the  memoriahat,  who 
offered  to  furnish  them  with  a  strong  armed  ship  for  that 
purpose.  The  offer  was  accepted  -,  and  the  agreement  mode 
with  hira  for  the  transport  of  two  thousand  chests.  ^_ 

A  proposal  by  another  person  was  made  the  July  foUow-.^B 
ing  the  date  of  this  project ;  it  appears  to  have  been  early  ia  ^^ 
the  formal  delivery  at  the  board;  this  was  the  export  of 
one  thousand  tour  hundred  and  eighty  chests.     This  too  waa 
accepted,  but  with  new  conditions  and  restrictions  ;  for  in  so 
vast  and  new  an  undertaking  great  difficulties  occurred.     In 
the  first  place,  all  importation  of  that  commodity  is  rigor- 
ously forbidden  by  the  laws  of  China.     The  impropriety  of  a  ^^ 
politiciai  trader,  who  ia  lord  over  a  great  empire,  being  con-  ^| 
cemed  in  a  contraband  trade  upon  his  own  account,  did  ~ 
not  seem  in  the  least  to  affect  them ;  but  they  were  struck 
with  the  obvious  danger  of  subjecting  their  goods  to  seizure 
by  the  vaatnesa  of  the  prohibited  import.     To  secure  the 
bu^r  adventure   they  require  of  the  ChLoa  factory,  that 
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Colonel  "Watson's  ship  sbould  eater  the  port  of  Canton  as 
an  armed  ship,  (they  woulJ  not  say  a  ship  cf  war,  though 
that  must  be  meant,)  that  her  cargo  should  not  be  reported ; 
they  alao  ordered,  that  other  measures  should  be  adopted  to 
secure  this  prohibited  article  from  seizure. 

If  the  cargo  should  get  in  safe,  another  danger  was  in  view 
— the  overloading  the  Chinese  market  by  a  supply  beyond 
the  demand;  for  it  is  obvious,  that  coutrabimd  trade  must 
exist  by  small  quantities  of  goods  poured  in  by  intervala,  and 
not  by  great  importations  at  one  time.  To  guard  against 
this  inconvenience,  they  divide  their  second,  though  the 
smaller,  adventure  into  two  parts ;  one  of  which  was  to  go  to 
the  markets  of  the  barbarous  natives,  which  inhabit  the  coast 
of  Malacca,  where  the  chances  of  its  being  disposed  of  by 
robbery  or  sale  were  at  least  equal.  If  the  opium  should  be 
disposed  of  there,  the  produce  was  to  be  invested  in  mer- 
chandise saleable  m  China,  or  in  dollars,  if  to  be  hart.  The 
other  part  (about  one  halt")  was  to  go  in  kind  directly  to  the 
port  of  Canton. 

The  dealing  at  this  time  seemed  closed ;  but  the  grntle- 
men,  who  chartered  the  ships,  always  recollecting  something, 
applied  anew  to  the  board  to  be  furnished  witli  cannon  from 
the  Company's  ordnance.  Some  was  delivered  to  them  ;  but 
the  office  of  ordnance  (so  heavily  expensive  to  the  Company) 
was  not  sufficient  to  spare  a  few  iron  guns  for  a  merchant 
ship.  Orders  were  g^ven  to  cast  a  few  cannon ;  and  an  ap- 
plication made  to  Madras,  at  a  thousand  miles  distauci;>,  for 
the  rest.  Madras  answers,  that  they  cannot  exactly  comply 
with  the  requisition  ;  but  still  the  board  at  Bengal  hopes 
better  things  from  them  than  they  promise  and  flatter  them- 
selves, that,  with  their  assistance,  they  shall  properly  arm  a 
ship  of  thirty-two  guns. 

Whilst  these  dispositions  were  making,  the  first  proposer, 
perceiving  advantages  from  the  circuitous*  voyage  i.f  the 
second,  which  had  escaped  his  observation,  to  make  appends 
for  his  first  omission,  improTed"  both  on  his  own  proposal, 
and  on  that  of  the  person  who  had  improved  on  hini.  He 
therefore  applied  for  leave  to  take  two  hundred  and  fifty 
chests  on  his  own  account,  which  he  said  could  "  be  readily 
diitposed  of  at  the  several  places  where  it  was  necessary  for 
the  ship  to  touch  for  wood  and  water,  or  intelligence,  during 
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her  intended  voyage  through  the  Eastern  IslandsV  As 
corrective  to  this  extraordinary  request,  he  assured  the  board, 
that  if  he  should  meet  with  any  unexpected  delay  at  these 
markets  he  would  aend  tbeir  cargo  to  its  destination,  haying 
secured  a  steift-sailing  aloop  for  the  protection  of  hia  ship ; 
and  this  sloop  he  proposed  in  such  a  case  to  leare  behind. 
Such  an  extraordinai-y  eagerness  to  deal  in  opium  lets  in 
another  view  of  the  merits  of  the  alleged  dmness  of  the 
market,  on  which  this  trade  was  undertaken  for  the  Com- 
pimy'a  account. 

The  council,  who  had  with  great  condescension  and  official 
facility  consented  to  every  demand  hitherto  made,  were  not 
reluctant  with  regard  to  this  last.  The  quantity  of  opium 
required  by  the  freighterB,  and  the  permission  of  a  trading 
voyage,  were  granted  without  hesitation.  The  cargo  having 
become  far  more  valuable  by  this  small  infusion  of  private 
interest,  the  armament,  which  was  deemed  sufficient  to  de- 
fend the  Company's  Lirge  share  of  the  adventure,  was  now 
discovered  to  be  unequal  to  the  protection  of  tlie  whole. 
For  the  convoy  of  these  two  shins,  the  council  hire  and  arm 
another.  How  they  were  armed,  or  whether,  in  fact,  they 
were  properly  armed  at  all,  does  not  appear.  It  is  true,  that 
the  supreme  council  proposed,  that  these  ships  should  also 
convey  supplies  to  Madras  ;  but  this  was  a  secondai-y  con- 
sideration— their  primary  object  was  the  adventure  of  opium. 
To  this  they  were  permanently  attached,  and  were  obliged 
to  attend  to  its  final  destination.  ^f 

The  difficulty  of  disposing  of  the  opium,  according  to  thi(^| 
project,  being  thus  got  over,  a  material  preliminary  difficulty 
still  stood  in  the  way  of  the  whole  scheme.     The  contractor, 
or  his  assignees,  were  to  be  paid.     The  Company's  treasure 
was  wholly  exhausted ;  and  even  its  credit  was  exceedingly 
strained.     The  latter,  however,  was  the  better  resource,  and 
to  this  they  resolved  to  apply.     They  therefore,  at  different 
times,  opened  two  loans  of  one  hundred  thousand  potrnda 
each  J  the  first  was  reserved  for  the  Company's  servants, 
civil  and  military,  to  be  distributed  in  shares  according  to 
their  rank ;  the  other  was  more  general.     The  terms  of  botb^ 
loan  8  were,  that  the  risk  of  the  voyage  was  to  be  on  accoun^f 
of  the  Company.     The  payment  was  to  he  in  hills  (at  a  rate^^ 
of  exchange  settled  irom  the  supercargoes  at  Canton)  upon 
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the  same  Company,  in  whatever  proportion  the  adventure 
should  fail,  either  ia  the  ships  not  saiely  aiTiviiiii,'  in  China, 
or  otherwise,  in  that  proportion  the  subscribei's  were  to  con- 
tent themselves  with  the  Company's  bonds  fi>r  their  money, 
bearing  8  per  cent,  interest.  A  share  in  thia  sub-scription 
was  thought  exceeding  desirable ;  for  Mr.  Hastiugs  writes 
from  Benares,  when;  he  Avas  employed  in  the  wanner  already 
reported,  and  hereafter  to  be  observed  upon,  requesting,  that 
the  subscription  should  be  left  open  to  his  ofEcera,  who  were 
employed  in  the  military  operations  against  Cheyt  Sing ;  mid 
accordingly,  three  majors,  seven  eaptains,  twenty-three  lieu- 
tenants, the  surgeon  belougiug  to  the  detachment,  and  two 
civil  servants  of  high  rank,  who  attended  him,  were  admitted 
to  subscribe. 

BUls  upon  Europe  without  interest  are  always  preferred 
to  the  Company's  bonds,  even  at  the  high  interest  allowed 
in  India.  They  are  indeed  so  greedily  sought  there,  and 
(because  they  teud  to  bring  an  immcoiate  aud  visible  dis- 
tress in  Leadenhail  Street)  so  much  dreaded  her^,  that  by 
an  act  of  parhament  the  Company's  servants  are  restricted 
from  drawing  bills  beyond  a  certain  amount  upon  the  Com- 
pany in  England. 

In  Bengal  tbcv  have  been  re-strained  to  about  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty  tliousaud  pounds  annually.  The  legislature, 
influenced  more  strougly  with  the  same  apprehcnsiuns,  has 
restrained  the  directors,  as  the  directors  have  restrained 
their  sen-anta  ;  aud  have  gone  so  far  as  to  call  in  the  power  of 
the  lords  of  tlic  treasury  to  authorize  the  acceptance  of  any 
bills  beyond  an  amount  prescribed  in  the  act. 

The  false  principles  of  this  uaraercantile  transaction  {to 
speak  of  it  in  the  mildest  terms)  wore  too  gross  not  to  be 
visible  to  those  who  contrived  it.  That  the  Company  should 
be  made  to  borrow  such  a  sum  as  two  hundred  tnousand 
pounds '  at  S  per  cent,  (or  terms  deemed  by  the  Company  to 
DC  worse)  in  order  first  to  buy  a  commodity,  represented  by 
themselves  as  depreciated  in  its  ordinary  market,  in  order 
afterwards  to  carry  one  half  of  it  through  a  circuitous  trading 
vovage ;  depending  for  its  ultimate  success  on  the  prudent 
and  ibritiinate  management  of  two  or  three  sales,  and  pur- 

'  The  whole  siim  lias  not  been  actually  raised  5  but  the  deficJeacy  ia 
■ot  very  conaideiable. 
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chases  and  re-aales  of  ^ooda,  and  the  chance  of  two  or  three 
markets,  with  all  the  riaka  of  aea  and  enemy,  was  plainly  no 
undertaking  for  euch  a  body.  The  activity,  private  interest, 
and  the  sharp  eye  of  personal  auperintendency,  may  now  and 
then  Bueceed  in  auch  projects ;  but  the  remote  inspection 
and  unwieldy  movements  of  great  public  bodies  can  find 
nothing  but  loss  in  them.  Their  gains,  comparatively  small, 
ought  to  be  upon  sure  grounds ;  but  here  (as  the  council 
states  the  matter)  the  private  trader  actually  declines  to 
deal ;  which  is  a  proof  more  than  necesaary  to  demonstrate 
tlie  extreme  imprudence  of  such  an  undertaking  on  the 
Companjr's  account.  Still  stronger  and  equally  obrious  ob- 
jections lay  to  that  member  of  the  project,  which  regards  the 
introduction  of  a  contraband  commodity  into  China,  sent  at 
Buch  a  risk  of  seizure  not.  only  of  the  immediate  object  to  be 
smuggled  in,  but  of  all  the  Company's  property  in  Canton^ 
and  poasihly  at  a  hazard  to  the  existcnco  of  the  British 
factory  at  that  port. 

It  i.H  stn^ted,  iudeed,  that  a  monopolizing  company  in  Can- 
ton, called  the  Cohong,  had  reduced  commerce  there  to  a 
deplorable  state,  and  had  rendered  the  gains  of  private  mer- 
chants either  in  opium,  or  anythiug  else,  ku  small  and  so  pre- 
carious, that  they  were  no  longer  able,  by  purchasing  that 
article,  to  furnish  the  Company  with  money  for  a  China  in- 
vestment. For  this  purpose  the  person,  whose  proposal  is 
accepted,  declares  his  project  to  be,  to  set  up  a  monopoly  on 
the  part  of  the  Company  against  the  monopoly  of  the  ChineBo 
merchants;  but  as  tlie  Chinese  monopoly  is  at  home,  and 
supported  (as  the  minute  referred  to  asserts)  by  the  country 
magistrates,  it  is  plain  it  is  the  Cliincae  Company,  not  the 
English,  which  must  prescribe  the  terms;  particularly  in  a 
commodity,  which  if  withheld  from  them  at  their  market 
price,  they  can,  whenever  they  please,  be  certain  of  purehaa^fl 
ing  as  a  condemned  coutrabaud.  ^B 

There  are  two  further  circumstances  in  this  transaction, 
which  strongly  mark  its  character ;  the  first  ia,  that  this  ad- 
venture to  China  was  not  recommended  to  them  by  the 
factory  at  Canton ;  it  was  dangerous  to  attempt  it  without 
their  previous  advice,  and  an  assurance  grounded  on  the 
Btate  of  the  market,  and  the  dispositions  of  the  government, 
that  the  measure,  in  a  commercial  light,  would  be  profitable, 
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or  at  least  sal'e.  Neither  was  that  factory  applied  to  on  the 
state  of  the  bills,  which,  upon  their  own  account,  they  might 
be  obliged  to  draw  upon  Europe,  at  a  time  when  the  council 
of  Bengal  direct  them  to  draw  bills  to  so  enormous  an 
amount. 

The  second  remarkable  circumBtance  is,  that  the  board  of 
trade  in  Calcutta  (the  proper  administrator  of  all  tliat  re- 
lates to  the  Company's  investment)  does  not  seem  to  Lave 
given  its  approbation  to  the  project,  or  to  have  been  at  all 
consulted  upon  it.  The  sale  of  opium  had  been  adjudged  to 
the  board  ot  trade  for  the  express  purpose  of  selling  it  in 
Bengal,  not  in  China ;  and  of  employing  the  produce  of  such 
Bale  in  the  manuiaeturca  of  the  country,  in  \vhicb  the  original 
commodity  was  productsd.  On  tlie  whole,  it  appeara  a  mere 
trading  speciolation  of  the  council,  invading  the  department 
of  others,  without  lights  of  ita  own,  without  authority,  or  in- 
formation from  any  other  quarter.  In  a  commercial  view,  it 
straitened  the  Company's  investment,  to  which  it  was  dea- 
tined ;  as  a  measure  of  li nance,  it  is  a  cmitrivauce,  by  which 
a  monopoly  formed  for  the  increase  of  revenue,  instead  of 
becoming  one  of  its  resources,  involves  the  treasury,  in  the 
first  instance,  in  a  debt  of  two  hundred  thousand  pounds. 

If  ]VIr.  Hastings,  on  the  expiration  of  Mr.  Mackenzie's 
contract,  (the  advantages  of  vvhicU  to  the  Company  had  been 
long  doubtful,)  had  put  himself  in  a  situation  to  do  hia  duty, 
gome  immediate  loss  to  the  revenue  would  have  been  the 
worst  consequence  of  the  alleged  depreciation ;  probably  it 
would  not  have  been  considerable,  Mr.  Mackenzie' a  con- 
tract, which  at  first  was  for  three  years,  had  been  only  re» 
newed  for  a  year.  Had  the  same  course  been  pursued  with 
Mr.  SuLivan,  they  would  have  had  it  in  their  power  to  adopt 
Borne  plan,  which  might  have  secured  them  from  any  loss  at 
all.  But  they  pursued  another  plan  :  they  cnrefully  put  all 
remedy  still  longer  out  of  their  reach  by  giving  their  con- 
tract for  four  years,  To  cover  all  these  irregularities,  they 
interest  the  eettlement  in  their  favour  by  holding  out  to 
them  the  most  tempting  of  all  baits  in  a  chance  of  billa  upon 
Europe. 

In  this  manner  the  servants  abroad  have  conducted  them- 
selves with  regard  to  Mr.  Sulivan's  contract  for  opium,  and 
the  disposal  of  the  commodity,     In  Ilngland,  the  coiu't  of 
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directors  took  it  into  eonsideratiou.  First  as  to  the  contrac 
in  a  letter  dated  12th  Jiily,  1782,  they  Btiy,  that "  having  coii«l 
demued  the  contract  entered  into  with  Mr.  Mackenzie  for 
the  provision  of  opium,  they  cannot  bnt  be  surprised  at  your 
Jiaving  concluded  a  now  contract  for  four  years  relative  to 
that  :u-ticle  with  Mr.  Stephen  Sulivaa,  without  leaving  the 
decision  of  it  to  the  court  of  directora." 

The  aentiiaents  of  the  directors  are  proper,  and  worthy  of 
persons  in  public  trust.  Their  surprise,  indeed,  at  the  dis- 
obedience to  their  orders  is  not  perfectly  natural  in  those, 
who  for  many  years  have  scarcely  been  obeyed  in  a  single 
instance.  They  probably  asserted  their  authority  at  this 
time  with  aa  much  vigour  as  tlieii*  condition  admitted. 

They  proceed :  "  We  do  not  mean  (aay  they)  to  convey 
any  cenaiu'c  on  Jlr.  Sulivan  respecting  tho  transaction  ;  hut 
we  cannot  withhold  our  displeasure  from  the  governor-ge- 
neral and  eoimeil  at  such  an  mstance  of  contempt  of  our  au- 
thority." They  then  proceed  justly  to  censure  the  removal 
of  the  inspection,  and  some  other  particulars  of  this  gross 
proceeding.  Aa  to  the  criminality  of  the  parties,  it  ia  un- 
doubtedly truBj  that  a  breach  of  duty  in  servants  is  highly 
aggravated  by  the  rank,  station,  and  trust  of  the  offending 
party.  But  no  party,  in  such  conspiracy  to  break  orders,  ap-^| 
pear  to  us  wholly  free  from  fault.  ^| 

The  directors  did  their  duty  in  reprobating  this  contract; 
but  it  is  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  that  further  steps 
ought  to  be  taken  to  inquire  into  the  legal  validity  of  a 
transaction,  which  manifestly  attempts  to  prevent  the  court 
of  directors  from  applying  any  remed}'  to  a  grievance,  which 
has  been  for  years  the  constant  subject  of  complaints. 

Both  Mr.  Hulivan  and  Mr.  Hastings  are  the  Company's 
servants,  bound  by  their  covenants  aud  their  oaths  to  pro- 
mote tho  interest  of  their  masters,  and  both  equally  bound 
to  be  obedient  to  their  orders.  K  the  governor-general  had 
contracted  with  a  stranger,  not  apprized  of  the  Company's 
orders,  and  not  bound  by  any  previous  engagement,  the  con- 
tract might  have  been  good ;  but  whether  a  contract  made 
between  two  servants  contrary  to  the  orders  of  their  common, 
master,  and  to  the  prejudice  of  hia  known  interest,  be  a  breach 
of  tiiist  on  both  aides;  and  whether  the  contract  can  in 
equity  have  force  to  bind  the  Company,  whenever  they  shaU 
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be  inclined  to  free  themselves  and  the  country  thej  govern 
from  this  mischievous  monopoly,  your  committee  think  a 
subject  worthy  of  further  inquiry. 

With  regard  to  the  disposal  of  the  opium,  the  directors 
ery  properly  condemn  the  direct  cojitrnband,  hut  they  ap- 
jjroTe  the  tradkig  voyage.  The  directors  have  obaened  no- 
thing concerning  the  loana :  they  probably  reserved  thnt 
matter  for  future  consideration. 

In  no  affair  has  the  connexion  between  servants  abroad 
and  persona  iu  power  among  the  proprietors  of  the  India 
Company  been  more  discernible  than  in  this.  But  if  such 
confederacies,  cemented  by  such  means,  are  suflered  to  pasa 
^%-ithout  due  animadversion,  the  authority  of  parliament  must 
become  as  ineificacious  as  idl  other  authorities  have  proved 
to  restrain  tho  growth  of  disorders  either  in  India  or  in 
Europe. 

SALT. 


The  reports  made  by  the  two  committees  of  the  House, 
which  sat  m  the  years  1772  and  1773,  of  the  state  and  con- 
duct of  the  inland  trade  of  Bengal  up  to  that  period,  have 
assisted  the  inquiries  of  your  committco  with  respect  to  the 
third  and  last  article  of  monopoly,  \nz.  that  of  salt ;  and 
made  it  unnecessary  for  them  to  enter  into  so  minute  a  de- 
tail on  that  subject  as  they  have  done  on  some  others. 

Your  committee  find,  tliat  the  late  Lord  Clive  constantly 
asserted,  that  the  salt  trade  in  Bengal  had  been  a  monopoly 
time  immemorial :  that  it  ever  was  and  ever  must  be  a 
monopoly  ;  and  that  Coja  Wazid,  and  other  merchants  long 
before  hun,  had  given  to  the  Kabob  and  his  ministers  two 
hundred  thousand  pounds  per  annum  for  the  exclusive  pri- 
vilege. The  directora,  in  their  letter  of  the  24th  December, 
1776,  paragraph  76,  say,  "  that  it  has  ever  been  in  a  great 
measure  an  exclusive  trade." 

The  secret  committee  report,  that  imdcr  tho 
government  of  the  Nabobs,  the  duty  on  salt  made  ^paj^*^"' 
in  Bengal  was  2^  per  cent,  paid  by  Mussulmen, 
and  5  per  cent,  paid  by  Gentoos.     On  the  accession  of  Mir 
Cassim  in  1760,  the  claim  of  the  Company's  servanta  to 
trade  in  salt,  duty  free,  was  first  avowed.     Mr.  Vansittart 
made  an  agreement  with  him,  by  which  the  duties  should  bo 
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fixed  at  9  per  cent.  The  council  annulled  the  iigreemeut,  1 
and  reduced  the  duty  to  2|  per  cent.  On  this,  Mir  Cassini 
ordered,  that  no  cuatoms  or  dutiea  whatsoever  should  be  col- 
lected lor  the  future.  But  a  majority  of  the  council  (22nd 
March,  1763)  resolved,  that  the  making  the  exemption  ge- 
neral was  a  breach  of  the  Company's  pri^Tleges ;  and  that 
the  Nabiib  should  be  positively  reqiured  to  recall  it,  and  col- 
lect duties  aa  before  from  tlie  country  merchanta,  and  all 
other  persons,  who  had  not  the  protection  of  the  Company's 
duatuck. — ^The  directors,  na  the  evident  reason  of  the  thing 
andae  their  duty  required,  disapproved  highly  of  these  transao- 
tiouH,  and  ordered  (8th  February,  ITQi)  ajtnal  and  effectual 
stop  to  be  pnt  to  the  inland  trade  in  salt,  and  several  other 
articles  of  commerce.  But  other  politics  and  other  iutereata 
prevailetl ;  so  that  in  the  May  following  a  general  court 
resolved,  that  it  should  be  recommended  to  the  court  of  di- 
rectors to  reconsider  the  preceding  ordera.  In  consequence 
of  which  the  directors  ordered  the  government  and  council 
to  form  a  plan,  in  concert  with  the  Nabob,  for  regulating 
the  inland  trade. 

On  these  last  orders  Lord  Clive's  plan  was  formed  in  1765, 
for  engroBsiug  the  sole  purchase  of  salt,  aud  dividing  the 
profits  among  the  Compajiy's  senior  aejrvonta-  The  directora, 
who  had  hitherto  reluctantly  given  way  to  a  monopoly 
under  any  ideas,  or  for  any  purposes,  disapproved  of  tbii 
plan,  and  on  the  17th  May,  1766,  ordered  it  to  be  aboliahed  ; 
Par.  .w.  Vide  ^"*  ^^^V  Substituted  no  other  in  its  room.  In 
4iii  Report  this  manner  things  continued  until  November, 
secrecy  ki "  17C7,  wheu  the  directors  repeated  their  ordera 
diI'*N*^4^"      ^^"^  excluding  all  persons  whatsoever,  excepting 

'  ■*'  the  natives  only,  from  being  concerned  in  the 
inJand  trade  in  salt ;  and  they  declared,  that  (vide  par.  90) 
"  suck  trade  is  hereby  abolished  and  put  a  final  end  to." — In 
the  earao  letter  (par.  92)  they  ordered,  that  the  aalt  trade 
should  be  laid  open  to  the  natives  in  general,  subject  to  such 
a  duty  as  might  produce  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand 
pounds  a  year.  Thia  policy  was  adopted  by  the  legislature. 
In  the  act  of  1773,  it  waa  expressly  provided,  that  it  should 
not  be  lawful  for  any  of  hia  Majesty's  aubjects  to  engage,  in- 
termeddle, or  be  any  way  concerned,  directly  or  indirectly,  in 
tha  inland  trade  in  salt,  except  on  the  Indaa  Company's  ao> 
count. 
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Under  the  positive  orders  of  the  Company,  the  salt  trade 
appears  to  have  continued  open  from  1768  to  1772.  The 
act  indeed  contained  an  exception  in  favour  of  the  Company, 
and  left  them  a  liherty  of  dealing  in  salt  upon  their  own  ac- 
count. But  still  this  policy  remained  uncnanq;t'd,  and  their 
orders  unrevoked.  But  in  the  year  1772,  without  any  in- 
struction frtim  the  court  of  directors  indicating  a  change  oi 
opinion  or  system,  the  whole  produce  was  again  monopo- 
lized, professedly  for  the  use  of  the  Comjiany,  by  Mr.  Hast- 
ings.— Speaking  of  this  plan,  he  saya  (letter  to  the  directors, 
22nd  February,  1775) :  '"  No  new  hardship  has  been  imposed 
upon  the  salt  manufacturers  by  takuig  the  management 
of  that  article  into  the  iiunda  of  government ;  the  only 
diflerence  is,  that  the  profit,  which  was  before  reaped  by 
English  gentlemen,  aud  by  Banians,  is  now  acquired  by  the 
Company." — In  May,  17(56,  the  directors  had  condemned 
the  monopoly  on  any  conditions  whatsoever.  "  At 
that  time,  they  thought  it  neither  consistent  with  if^BenskuVS 
their  honour  nor  their  dignity  to  promote  such  may,  irrei  Par. 
an  exclusive  trade,"  "  They  consiilered  it  too  as  porrrrom  com, 
disgraceful,  and  below  the  digniti/  of  their  present  "'^.^'^I'^y  '" 
situation,  to  allow  of  such  a  monopoly  ;  and  that,  ciix.No.  hs. 
were  they  to  allow  it  under  any  restrictious,  they 
should  consider  thcmstlveg  as  assenting  and  subscribing  to 
all  the  miachiefs  which  Bengal  had  presented  to  p^^  ^^ 
them  for  four  years  past." 

Jf  otwithstauding  tiiis  solemn  declaration,  in  their  letter  of 
24th  December,  1776,  they  approve  the  plan  of  Mr.  Hast- 
ings, and  say,  "  that  the  monopoly  on  its  present  footing  con 
be  no  considerable  grievance  to  the  country,"  &c. 

This  however  was  a  rigorous  monopoly.  The  account 
given  of  it  by  Greneral  Clavering,  Colonel  Monson,  and  Mr. 
Francis,  in  their  Minute  of  11th  January,  1775,  in  which  the 
situation  of  the  Molungees,  or  persons  employed  in  the  salt 
manufacture,  ia  particularly  described,  is  stated  at  length  in 
the  Appendix.  Mr.  Hastings  himself  says,  "  The  power  of 
obliging  Molungees  to  work  has  been  customary  from  time 

imemorial." 

Nothing  but  great  and  clear  advantage  to  government 

'could  account  for,  and  nothing  at  all  perhaps  could  justify, 

the  revival  of  a  monopoly  thus  circumstanced.    The  advan* 
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tage  proposed  by  its  revival  was  the  transferring  the  profit,' 
which  was  before  reaped  by  Engliah  gentlemen  and  Banians, 
to  thft  Company.  The  profits  of  the  former  were  not  pro- 
blematical. It  waa  to  be  seen  what  tho  effect  ivould  bo  of  a 
Bcheme.to  transfer  them  to  the  latter,  even  under  the  manage- 
ment of  the  projector  himself.  In  the  revenue  conaultations 
of  September,  17G6,  Mr.  Haatiuj^a  said,  "  Many  causea  have 
since  combined  to  reduce  this  article  of  revenue  almost  to  tuh 
thing.  The  plan,  which  I  am  now  inclined  to  recommend  for 
the  future  managemeut  of  the  salt  revenue,  differs  viridely 
from  that  which  I  adopted  under  different  eireumatancea." 

It  appears,  that  the  ill  sueceas  of  his  former  scheme  did 
not  deter  him  from  recommending  another.  Accordingly, 
m  Jixly,  1777,  Mr.  Hastings  proposed,  and  it  was  resolved  that 
the  salt  mabla  should  bo  let,  wiik  the  Lands,  to  the  farmers  and 
Zemindars  for  a  ready-money  rent,  including  duties  ;  the  salt 
to  be  left  to  their  disposal.  After  some  trial  of  this  method, 
Mr.  Hastings  thought  fit  to  abandon  it.  In  September, 
1780,  he  changed  his  plan  a  third  time,  and  proposed  the 
institution  of  a  salt  ojfice — the  salt  was  to  be  again  engrossed 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Company,  and  the  management  cons^B 
ducted  by  a  number  of  salt  agents.  ^| 

From  the  preceding  facts  it  appears,  that  in  this  branch 
of  the  Company's  government  little  regard  has  been  paid  to 
the  ease  and  welfare  of  the  natives ;  and  that  the  directors 
have  no  where  shown  greater  inconaiatency  than  in  their 
orders  on  this  subject. — Tet  salt,  considering  it  as  a  ueces- 
aaiy  of  life,  was  by  no  means  a  safe  and  proper  subject  for  bo 
many  experiments  and  innovations.  For  ten  years  together 
the  directors  reprobated  the  idea  of  suffering  this  necessaiy 
of  life  to  be  engrossed  on  any  condition  whatsoever;  and 
strictly  prohibited  all  Europeans  from  trading  in  it.  Yet, 
as  soon  as  they  were  made  to  expect  from  Mr.  Hastings,  that 
the  profits  of  the  monopoly  should  be  converted  to  their 
own  use,  they  immediately  declared,  that  it  "  could  be  no 
considerable  grievance  to  the  country,"  and  authorized  its 
continuimce  ;  until  he  himself,  finding  it  produced  little  or 
nothing,  renounced  it  of  hia  own  accord.  Tour  committee 
are  apprehensive,  that  this  will  at  all  times,  whatever  flatter- 
ing appearance  it  may  wear  for  a  time,  be  the  fate  of  any 
attempt  to  monopolize  the  aaJt  for  the  profit  of  government. 
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In  the  Erst  instance,  it  will  raise  the  price  on  the  consumer 
beyond  its  just  level ;  but  thiit  evil  will  soon  be  corrected  by 
means  ruinous  to  the  Cornpnny  as  monopoUata,  viz.  by  the 
embezzlement  of  their  own  salt,  and  bj  the  importation  of 
foreign  salt,  neither  of  which  the  government  of  Bengal  may 
have  power  for  any  long  time  to  prevent.  In  the  eno, 
government  will  probably  be  uuderaold,  and  beaten  down  to 
a  losing  price.  Or,  if  they  should  attempt  to  force  all  the 
advantages  from  this  article,  of  which  by  every  exertion  it 
may  be  made  capable,  it  may  distress  some  other  part  of  their 
possessions  in  India,  and  destroy,  or  at  least  impair,  the 
natural  intercourse  between  them.  Ultimately  it  may  hurt 
BeDg;al  itself,  and  the  produce  of  its  lasaded  revenue,  Dy  de- 
stroying the  vent  of  that  grain,  which  it  would  otherwise 
barter  for  salt. 

Your  committee  think  it  hardly  necessary  to  observe  that 
the  many  changes  of  plau  which  have  taken  place  in  the 
management  of  the  salt  trade,  are  far  from  honourable  to 
the  Company's  government;  and  that,  even  if  the  monopoly 
of  this  article  were  a  profitable  concern,  it  should  uot  be 
permitted.  Exclusive  ot  the  general  effect  of  this  and  of  all 
monopolies,  the  oppressions  which  the  manufacturers  of  salt, 
called  Molungees,  still  suiFer  under  itj  though  perhaps  al- 
leviated in  some  particulars,  deserve  particular  attention. 
There  is  evidence  enough  on  the  Company's  records  to  satisfy 
your  committee,  that  these  people  nave  been  treated  with 
great  rigour ;  and  uot  only  defrauded  of  the  due  payment  of 
their  labour,  but  delivered  over,  like  cattle,  in  succession  to 
different  masters,  who,  under  pretence  of  buying  up  the 
balances  due  to  their  preceding  employers,  find  means  of 
keeping  them  in  perpetual  slavery.  For  evils  of  this  nature 
there  can  be  no  perfect  remedy  aa  long  as  the  monopoly 
continues.  They  are  in  the  nature  of  the  thing,  and  cannot 
cured,  or  eftectuaUy  counteracted,  even  by  a  juat  and 
t  administration  on  the  spot.  Many  objections  occur 
the  farming  of  any  branch  of  the  public  revenue  in 
lengal,  particularly  against  farming  the  salt  lands.  But  the 
"erama  to  which  government  by  tnia  system  is  constantly 
reduced,  of  authorizing  great  injustice,  or  Buffering  great  loss, 
is  alone  sufficient  to  condemn  it.  Either  government  is 
expected  to  support  the  farmer  or  contiactor  in  all  his  pre^ 
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tensions  by  an  exertion  of  power,  which  tends  of  necessity 
to  the  ruin  of  the  parties  suhjected  to  the  former's  contract, 
and  to  the  suppression  of  free  trade  ; — or,  if  such  aasistance 
he  refused  him,  he  complains,  that  he  is  not  supported — that 
private  persona  interfere  i^'ith  his  contract — that  the  manu- 
facturera  desert  their  lahour,  and  that  proportionate  deduch^f 
tiona  must  be  allowed  him.  ^| 

After  the  result  of  their  examination  into  the  general 
nature  and  effect  of  this  monoply,  it  remains  only  for  yonr 
committee  to  inquire  whether  there  was  any  valid  loundation 
for  that  declaration  of  Mr.  Hastings,  which  wo  conclude 
must  have  principally  recommended  the  monopoly  of  salt  to 
the  favour  of  the  court  of  directors ;  viz.  "  that  the  profit, 
which  was  before  reaped  by  English  gentlemen,  and  hy  Ba- 
nians, was  now  acquired  by  the  Company."  On  the  con- 
trary, it  was  proved  and  acknowledged  before  the  governor- 
general  and  council,  when  they  inquired  into  this  matter  in 
March,  1775,  that  the  chiefs  and  councils  of  those  districts, 
in  which  there  were  salt  mahla,  reserved  particular  salt  famia 
for  their  own  use,  and  divided  the  pi'ofita,  in  certain  stated 
proportions,  among  themselves  and  their  assistants.  But, 
unless  a  detail  of  these  transactions,  and  of  the  persona  con- 
cerned in  them,  should  he  called  for  by  the  House,  it  is  our 
wish  to  avoid  entering  into  it.  On  one  example  only  your 
committee  think  it  just  and  proper  to  insist,  stating  first  to 
the  House  on  what  principles  they  have  made  this  selection. 

In  pursuing  their  inquiries,  yoiu"  committee  have  endea- 
voured chiefly  to  keep  in  view  the  conduct  of  persona  in  the 
highest  stations,  particularly  of  those  in  whom  the  legislature, 
as  well  as  the  Company,  have  placed  a  special  confidence; 
judging  that  the  conduct  of  such  persons  is  not  only  moat 
important  in  itself,  but  most  likely  to  influence  the  subor- 
dinate ranks  of  the  service.  Your  committee  have  also  ex- 
amined the  pr»;)ceedinga  of  the  court  of  directors  on  all  those 
instances  of  the  behaviour  of  their  servants,  that  seemed  to 
deserve,  and  did  sometimes  attract,  their  immediate  attention. 
They  constantly  find,  that  the  negligence  of  the  court  of 
directors  has  kept  pace  with,  and  must  naturally  have  quick- 
ened, the  growth  ot  the  practices  which  they  have  condemned. 
Breach  of  duty  abroad  will  always  go  hand  in  hand  with 
neglect  of  it  at  home.     In  general,  the  court  of  directors, 
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though  aufGciently  severe  in  censuring  offences,  and  some- 
times in  punishing  those  whom  they  have  regarded  as  of- 
fendere  of  a  lower  rank,  appear  to  have  suffered  the  most 
conuBpicuouB,  and  therefore  the  most  dangerous,  examples  of 
disohedience  and  misconduct  in  the  first  department  of  their 
service  to  paas  with  a  feeble  and  ineffectual  cflndemnatioti. 
In  those  cases  which  they  have  deemed  too  apparent  and  too 
strong  to  be  disregarded  even  with  safety  to  themselves,  and 
against  which  their  heaviest  displeasure  has  been  declared, 
it  appears  to  your  committee,  that  their  interference,  such  as 
it  was,  had  a  mischievous,  rather  than  a  useful,  tendency. 
A  total  neglect  of  duty  in  this  respect,  however  culpable,  is 
not  to  he  compared,  eitlier  in  its  uivture  or  in  its  consequences, 
with  the  destructive  principles  on  which  they  have  acted. 
It  has  been  their  practice,  il*  not  system,  to  inquire,  to  cen- 
sure, and  not  to  punish.  As  long  as  the  misconduct  of  per- 
sons in  power  in  Bengal  was  encouraged  by  nothing  but  the 
hopes  of  concealment,  it  maj'  be  presumed,  that  they  felt 
some  restraint  upon  their  actions,  and  that  they  stood  in 
some  awe  of  the  power  placed  over  thoni.  "Whereas  it  is  to 
be  apprehended,  that  the  late  conduct  of  the  court  of  direct- 
ors tells  them  in  effect,  that  they  have  uothing  to  fear  from 
the  certainty  of  a  discovery. 

On  the  same  principle  on  vvliic-h  your  committee  have 
generally  limited  their  researches  to  the  persons  placed  by 
parliament,  or  raised  or  put  in  nomination  by  the  court  of 
directors  to  the  highest  station  in  Bengal,  it  was  also  their 
original  wish  to  limit  those  inquiries  to  the  period  at  which 
parliament  interposed  its  authority  between  the  Coinpanv 
and  their  servants,  and  gave  a  new  constitution  to  the  presi- 
dency of  Fort  Wilham.  If  the  Company's  servants  had 
taken  a  new  date  from  tlmt  period,  imd  if  from  thenceforward 
their  conduct  had  corresponded  with  the  ^iewa  of  the  legis- 
lature, it  is  probable  that  a  review  of  the  transactions  of  re- 
moter periods  would  not  havo  been  deemed  necessary,  and 
that  the  remembmace  of  them  would  have  been  gradually 
effaced,  and  finally  buried  in  oblivion.  But  the  reports, 
which  your  eominittee  have  already  made,  have  shown  the 
House,  that  from  the  year  1772,  when  those  proceedings  com- 
menced ill  parliament,  on  which  the  act  of  the  following  year 
waa  founded,  abuses  of  every  kind  have  prevailed  and  multi' 
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plied  in  Bengal  to  a  de;^e  unkuowTi  in  former  tiines,  i^ 
are  perfectly  sufficient  to  account  for  the  present  distress  of'* 
the  Company's  affairs  both  at  home  jmd  abroad.  Tlie  affair, 
which  your  committee  now  lava  before  tlie  House,  occupies 
too  large  a  apace  in  the  Company's  records,  and  is  of  too 
miicb  importance  hi  every  point  of  view,  to  be  passed  over. 

Tour  committee  find,  tbat  in  March,  1775,  a  petition  vraa 
presented  to  the  governor-general  and  council  by  a  person 
called  Coja  Kaworke,  an  Armenian  merchant,  resident  at 
Dacca,  (of  which  division  Mr.  Bichard  Barweli  bad  lately 
been  chief,)  setting  forth  in  substance,  that,  in  November, 
1772,  the  petitioner  liad  farmed  a  certain  salt  district,  called 
Savaffe-poor,  and  had  entered  into  a  contract  with  the  com- 
mittee of  circuit  for  providing  and  delivering  to  the  India 
Company  tbc  salt  produced  in  that  district :  that  in  1773  be 
formed  another,  called  Selimabad,  on  airailar  conditions.  He^n 
alleges,  that  in  February,  1774,  when  Mr.  Barweli  arrived  a4^| 
Dacca,  he  charged  the  petitioner  with  1^25,500  rupees  (equal 
to  £13,000)  as  a  contribution ;  and,  in  order  to  levy  it,  did 
the  same  year  deduct  20,799  rupees  ft-om  the  amount  of  the 
advatice-money,  which  was  ordered  to  be  paid  to  the  petitioner, 
on  account  of  the  India  Company,  for  the  prorision  of  salt  in 
the  two  farms ;  and,  after  doing  so,  compelled  the  petitioner 
to  execute  and  give  him  four  different  bonds  for  77,627 
rupees,  in  the  name  of  one  Porran  Paul,  for  the  remainder 
of  such  contribution,  or  unjust  profit.  ^M 

Such  were  the  allegations  of  the  petition  relative  to  the'^l 
unjust  exaction.  The  harsh  means  of  compelling  the  pay- 
ment make  another  and  very  material  part ;  tor  the  petitioner 
asserts,  that,  in  order  to  recover  the  amount  of  these  bonds, 
guards  were  placed  over  him,  and  that  Mr.  Barweli,  by  ill 
usage  and  oppressions,  recovered  from  him  at  different  timea 
48,656  Arcot  rupees,  besides  2S3  rupees  extorted  by  the 
guard ; — that,  after  this  payment,  two  of  the  bonds,  contain- 
ing 36,313  rupees,  were  restored  to  him,  and  he  was  again 
committed  to  the  charge  of  four  Peons  (or  guards)  to  pay 
the  amonnt  of  the  remaining  two  bonds.  The  petition 
further  charges,  that  the  said  gentleman  and  hia  people  had 
also  eitorted  from  the  petitioner  other  auras  of  money, 
which,  taken  together,  amounted  to  25,000  rapees. 

But  the  heaviest  grievance  alleged  by  him  is,  that,  after 
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the  sums  of  money  had  been  extorted  on  account  of  the  farms, 
the  faith  usual  in  such  transactions  ia  allowed  not  to  have 
heen  kept ;  hut,  after  the  petitioner  hatl  been  obligi^d  to  buy, 
or  compound  for,  the  farms,  that  they  were  taken  fi-om  him ; 
— "  that  the  aaid  Richard  Barwell,  Esquire,  about  his  de- 
parture from  Dacca,  in  October,  1774,  for  aelf- interest,  vnrested 
from  the  petitioner  the  aforesaid  two  niahla  or  districts,  and 
farmed  them  to  another  person,  notwithstanding  he  had  ex- 
torted from  the  petitioner  a  conaiderahle  sum  of  money  on 
account  of  those  Perguunahs.*' 

To  this  petition  your  committee  find  two  accounta  annexed, 
in  which  the  aums,  said  to  be  paid  to,  or  taken  by,  Mr.  Bar- 
well,  and  the  respective  dates  of  the  several  payments,  are 
specified ;  and  they  find,  that  the  account  of  pai'ticulara 
agrees  with  and  makes  up  the  gross  siun  charged  in  the 
petition. 

Mr.  Barwell's  immediate  answer  to  the  preceding  charge 
ia  contained  in  two  letters  to  the  hoard,  dated  23rd  and  24th 
of  March,  1775.  The  answer  is  remarkable.  He  asserts, 
that  "  the  whole  of  Kaworke'a  relation  ia  a  gross  misrepre- 
sentation of  facts ; — that  the  simple  fact  was,  that  in  January, 
1774,  the  salt  maids  of  Savage-poor  and  SeUmabad  became 
his,  and  were  re-let  by  him  to  this  man,  in  the  names  of  Bus- 
sant  Roy  and  Kiasen  Deb,  on  condition,  that  he  should 
account  with  him  (Mr.  Barwell)  for  profits  to  a  certain  aum : 
and  that  he  {Mr.  Barwell)  engaged  for  Savage-poor,  in  the 
persuasion  of  its  being  a  veri/  profitable  farm  ;^'  and  he  con- 
cludes with  saying,  "  if  I  am  mistaken  in  my  reasoning,  and 
the  wish  to  add  to  my  fortune  has  warped  my  judgment,  in  a 
transaction  that  may  appear  to  the  hoard  in  a  light  different 
to  what  I  view  it  in,  it  is  past ;  I  cannot  recall  it ;  and  I 
rather  choose  to  admit  an  error  than  deny  a  fact."  In  hia 
second  letter  he  says,  ''  To  the  honourable  court  of  directora 
I  will  submit  all  my  rights  in  the  aalt  contracts  I  engaged 
in ;  and  if,  in  theu-  opinion,  those  rights  vest  in  the  Com- 
pany, I  will  account  to  them  for  the  last  shilling  I  have  re- 
ceived from  such  contracts,  my  intentions  being  upright ; 
and,  aa  I  never  did  wish  to  profit  myself  to  the  prejudice 
of  my  employers,  by  their  judgment  I  will  he  implicifcly 
directed." 

The  majority  of  the  board  desired  that  Kaworke'a  petition 
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should  be  transmitted  to  England  by  the  stip  then  under 
despatch ;  and  it  was  accordingly  sent,  with  5tr.  Barwell'a 
replicB,  Mr.  Harwell  moved,  that  a  committee  should  be  ap- 
pointed to  take  iiito  consideration  what  be  had  to  offer  on 
the  suhjeet  of  Kaworke's  petition  ;  and  a  committee  waa 
accordingly  appointed,  consisting  of  all  the  members  of  the^ 
council,  except  the  governor-general.  ^M 

The  committee  opened  their  proceedings  with  reading  a^* 
second  petition  from  Kaworke,  containing  corrected  acconnta 
of  cash,  said  to  be  forcibly  taken,  and  of  the  extraordinary 
and  unwarrantable  profits  taken  or  received  from  him  by 
Eichard  Barwell,  Esquire ;  all  which  are  inserted  at  large 
in  the  Appendix.  By  these  accounts  Mr.  Barwell  is  charged 
with  ft  balance,  or  debt,  of  22,421  rupees  to  Kaworke.  The 
principal  diderenee  between  bira  and  Mr.  BarvseE  arises  from 
a  different  mode  of  stating  the  accounts  acknowledged  to 
exist  between  them.  In  the  account  current,  signed  by  Mr 
Barwell,  he  gives  Kaworke  credit  for  the  recei])t  of  98,426 
rupees,  and  charges  him  with  a  baliuiee  of  27^073  rupees. 

The  facts  atat/cd,  or  admitted,  by  Mr.  Barwell  are  as  follow: 
that  the  salt  farms  of  Selimabad  and  Savage-poor  were  Aw, 
and  re-let  by  him  to  the  two  Armenian  merchants,  Michael 
and  Kaworke,  on  condition  of  their  paying  him  1,25,000 
rupees,  exclusive  of  their  engagements  to  the  Company ;  that 
the  engagement  was  written  in  the  name  of  Bussant  Roy, 
and  Kissett.  Deb  Sing ;  and  IVIr.  Barwell  says,  that  the  reason 
of  its  being  "  in  these  people's  names  was  because  it  was  not 
thought  consistent  with  the  public  regulations,  that  the  names 
of  any  Europeans  should  appear."  ^ 

It  is  remarkable,  that  this  policy  was  carried  to  still  greaterM 
length  ;  means  were  used  to  remove  such  an  obnoxious  pro-^ 
ceeding,  as  far  as  possible,  from  the  public  eye ;  and  tbey 
were  such  aa  m  ill  strongly  impress  the  House  with  the  facility 
of  abuse,  and  the  extreme  diflBculty  of  detection,  in  every- 
thing which  relates  to  the  Indian  administration.  For  these 
substituted  persona  were  again  represented  by  the  further 
substitution  of  another  name,  viz.  Rada  Churn  Dey,  whom 
Mr.  Barwell  asserts  to  be  a  real  person  living  at  Dacca,  and 
who  stood  for  the  factory  of  Dacca;  wliereas  the  Armenian 
afErma,  that  there  was  no  such  person  as  Rada  Churn,  aud 
that  it  was  a  fictitious  name. 


oil   TffB  AFFAIES   OF  HfDIA. 


113 


Mr.  Barweil,  in  bia  justification,  proceeds  to  aifirm,  that 
Coja  Kaworke  never  had  the  management  of  the  salt  mahla, 
"  but  on  condition  of  accounting  to  the  former  chief,  and  to 
Mr.  Barweil,  for  a  specified  advantage  arising  from  them — 
that  Mr.  Barweil  determined,  without  he  could  reconcile  tht 
interests  of  the  public  with  his  own  private  emoluments,  that 
he  would  not  engage  in  this  concern  ;  and  that,  when  he  took 
an  interest  in  it,  it  was  for  specified  heyiefit  in  money,  and 
every  condition  in  the  public  engagement  to  be  answered." 

Tour  committee  have  stated  the  precedin";  facta  in  the 
same  terms  in  which  they  are  stated  by  Mr.  Barweil.  The 
House  is  to  judge  how  far  they  amount  to  a  defence  against 
the  charges  contained  in  Kaworke'8  petition,  or  to  an  ad- 
mission of  the  truth  of  the  principal  part  of  it.  Mr.  Barweil 
does  not  allow,  that  compulsion  w^as  used  to  extort  the 
money,  which  he  received  from  the  petitioner,  or  th.it  the 
latter  was  dispossessed  of  the  farms  in  consequeucij  of  an 
offer  made  to  Mr.  Harwell  by  another  person  {^Ramsunder 
Paulet)  to  pay  him  a  lack  of  rupees  more  for  them.  The 
truth  of  these  charges  has  not  been  ascertained.  They  were 
declared  by  Mr.  Barweil  to  be  false,  but  no  attempt  was 
made  by  him  to  invalidate  or  confute  them,  though  it  con- 
cerned his  reputation,  and  it  was  his  duty  in  the  station 
wherein  he  was  placed,  that  charges  of  such  a  nature  should 
have  been  disproved,  at  least  the  accuser  should  have  been 
pushed  to  the  proof  of  them.  Nothing  of  this  kind  appears 
to  have  been  done,  or  even  attempted. 

The  transaction  itscli",  as  it  stands,  is  clearly  Collusive; 
the  form,  in  which  it  is  conducted,  is  clandestine,  and  mys- 
terious in  an  extraordinary  degree ;  and  the  acknowledged 
object  of  it  a  great  illicit  profit,  to  be  gained  by  an  agent 
and  trustee  of  the  Company  at  the  expense  of  his  employers, 
and  of  which  he  confesses  he  has  received  a  considerable  part. 

The  committee  of  the  governor-general  and  council  appear 
to  have  closed  their  proceedings  with  several  resolutions, 
which,  with  the  answers  given  by  Mr.  Barweil  as  a  defence, 
are  inserted  in  the  Appendix.  The  whole  are  referred  thi- 
ther together,  on  account  of  the  ample  extent  of  the  answer. 
These  papers  will  be  found  to  throw  considerable  light  not 
only  on  tue  points  in  question,  but  on  the  general  adminis- 
tration of  the  Company's  revenues  in  Bengal.     0»  some 


114 


ttEPOKT  OF   A   COJtMITTKE 


passages  in  Mr.  BarweU'e  defence,  or  account  of  bis  conduct, 
your  committee  offer  the  following  remarks  to  the  judgment 
of  t!>e  House ; — 

In  Ma  letter  of  the  23rd  March,  1775,  he  saya,  that  he 
engaged  for  Savage-poor  in  the  persuasion  of  its  being  a  very 
profitable  farm.  In  this  place  your  committee  think  it 
proper  to  state  the  17th  article  of  the  regulations  of  the 
committee  of  circuit,  formed  in  May,  1772,  by  the  president 
and  council,  of  which  Mr.  Barweli  was  a  member,  together 
■with  their  own  observations  thereupon. 

17th.  "  That  no  Peshcar,  Banyan,  or  other  servant,  of 
whatever  denomination,  of  the  coUector,  or  relation  or  de- 
pendent of  any  such  servant,  he  allowed  to  farm  lands,  nor 
directly  or  indirectly  to  hold  a  concern  in  any  farm,  nor  to 
be  security  for  any  farmer ;  that  the  fiollector  be  etrictly  en- 
joined to  prevent  such  practices ;  and  that,  if  it  shall  be  dis- 
covered that  any  one  U7ider  a  false  name,  or  antf  ktjtd  oj 
collusion,  hath  fouud  means  to  evade  this  order,  he  shall  he 
subject  to  a  heavy  fine,  proportionate  to  the  amount  of  the 
fai'm,  and  the  fann  shall  be  re-let,  or  made  Khas :  and  if  it 
ahaU  appear  that  the  coUectoT  shall  have  countenanecd,  ap- 
proved, or  connived  at  a  breach  of  this  regulation,  he  shall 
stand  ipso  facto  dismissed  from  his  coUectorship.  Neither 
shall  any  European,  directly  or  indirectly,  be  permitted  to 
rent  lands  in  any  part  of  the  country." 

Remark  by  tht  Board, 

17th.  "  If  the  coUector,  or  any  pcrsoua  who  partake  of  hi*J 
authority,  are  permitted  to  be  the  farmers  of  the  coiuitry,  no 
other  persons  will  dare  to  be  their  competitors,  of  course 
they  wiU  obtain  the  farms  on  their  o-^ti  terms.     It  is  not  fit 
that  the  servants  of  the  Company  should  be  dealers  with  their 
masters.     The  collectors  are  eheckst  on  the  fiirmera.     If  they^B 
themselves  turn  farmers,  what  checks  can  he  found  for  tketn  ?^ 
"What  secarity  will  the  Company  have  for  their  property,  or 
where  are  the  Byots  to  look  for  relief  against  oppressions  ?" 

The  reasons  assigned  for  the  preceding  reguhition  seem  to 
your  committee  to  he  perfectly  just ;  but  they  can  by  no 
means  he  reconciled  to  those,  which  induced  Mr.  Barweli  to 
engage  in  tlie  salt  farms  of  Sehmabad  and  Havage-poor,  la 
the  first  place,  his  doing  so  is  at  length  a  direct  and  avowed, 
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thougti  at  first  a  covert,  violation  of  the  public  re^latijn,  to 
which  he  was  himself  a  party,  as  a  member  of  the  govem- 
ment,  as  well  as  au  act  of  disobf  Jieuee  to  the  CoiHpauv'u 
positive  orders  on  this  subject.  In  their  general  letter  ol 
the  17th  May,  17(jG,  the  court  of  directors  eay,  "'  We  posi- 
tively order,  that  no  covenanted  servant,  or  Englishman,  re- 
siding under  our  protection,  shall  bo  suffered  to  hold  any 
laud  for  his  ovra  accoiuit,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  his  own 
name  or  that  of  others,  or  to  be  coueemed  in  any  farms  or 
revenues  whatsoever." 

Secondly,  U*  instead  of  letting  the  Company's  lands  or 
farms  to  mdifterent  persons,  their  agent  or  trustee  be  at 
liberty  to  bold  them  himself,  he  will  always  (on  principles 
stated  and  adhered  to  in  the  defence)  have  a  suflieietit  reason 
for  farming  them  on  his  own  account,  since  he  can  at  all 
times  make  them  as  profitable  as  he  pleases ;  or  if  ho  leases 
them  to  a  third  person,  yet  resenes  an  intermediate  profit 
for  himself,  that  profit  may  be  as  great  as  he  thinks  fit,  and 
must  be  necessarily  made  at  the  Company's  expense.  If  at 
the  same  time  he  be  collector  of  the  rcvenuesi,  it  will  be  his 
interest  to  recommend  remiasioua  in  favour  of  the  nominal 
farmer,  and  he  will  have  it  in  his  power  to  sink  the  amoimc 
of  his  collections. 

These  principles,  and  tlie  correspondent  practices,  leave 
the  India  Company  without  any  security,  that  all  the  leases 
of  the  lands  of  Bengal  may  not  have  been  disposed  of  under 
that  administration,  which  made  the  five  years  settlement  in 
1772,  in  the  same  manner,  and  for  the  same  purpose. 

To  enable  the  House  to  judge  how  far  this  apprehension 
may  be  founded,  it  will  be  proper  to  state,  that  Mr.  Nieholaa 
Grueber,  who  preceded  Mr.  Barwell  iu  the  cliiefship  of 
Dacca,  in  a  letter  dated  29th  of  April,  1775,  declares,  that 
be  paid  to  the  eoiimiittee  of  circuit  12,000  rupees  as  their 
profit  on  a  single  salt-form ;  which  sum,  he  says,  "  I  paid 
the  committee  at  their  request,  before  their  departure  from 
Dacca,  and  reimbursed  myself  out  of  the  advances  directed 
to  be  issued  for  the  provision  of  the  salt."  Thus  one  illicit 
and  mischievous  transaction  always  leads  to  another ;  and 
the  irregular  farming  of  revenue  brings  on  the  niisapplieation 
of  the  commercial  advances. 

Mr.  BarweH  professes  himself  to  be  sensible,  "  tlxil  a  tvuh 
I  2 
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*;  a(M  to  his  fortune  may  possihly  have  warped  his  judgment  i 
and  that  he  rather  chooses  to  admit  an  error  than  deny  a 
fact."  But  yoiir  committee  are  of  opmion,  that  the  eitra- 
ordiaary  caution,  and  the  intricate  contrivances,  witH  which 
hi  a  share  in  tliia  transaction  is  wrapped  up,  form  a  sufficient 
proof,  that  he  waa  not  altogether  mialed  in  liia  judgment ; 
and  though  there  might  be  aome  merit  in  acknowledging  an. 
error  before  it  waa  discovered,  there  could  be  very  little  in  ^m 
a  confession  produced  by  previous  detection.  ^^ 

The  reasons,  assigned  by  Mr.  Barwell  in  defence  of  the 
clandestine  part  of  this  transaction,  seem  to  jour  committee 
to  he  iu&ufficient  in  themselves,  and  not  very  fit  to  be  urged 
by  a  man  in  his  station.  In  one  place  he  says,  that  "  it  was 
not  thought  consistent  with  the  public  regulations,  that  the 
names  of  any  Europeans  should  appear."  In  another,  he 
eaya,  "I  am  aware  of  the  ohjection,  tbat  has  been  made  to 
the  Englisli  taking  farms  untler  the  names  of  natives,  as  pro- 
hibited by  tlie  Company's  orders ;  and  I  must  deviate  a  little 
upon  this.  It  has  been  generally  understood,  that  the  scope 
and  tendency  of  the  honourable  Company's  prohibition  of 
farms  to  Enropeane  was  meant  only  to  exclude  such  as  could 
not  possibly,  in  their  own  persons,  come  under  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  Dewa/my  courts  of  Adawlet,  because,  upon  any 
fadure  of  engagements,  upon  any  complaint  of  unjust  op- 
pression, or  other  cause  of  discontent  whatever,  it  was  sup- 
posed an  European  might  screen  himself  from  the  process  of 
the  country  judicature.  But  it  was  never  supposed,  that  an, 
European  of  credit  and  responsibility  was  absolutely  inca- 
pable from  holding  certain  tenures  under  the  sanction  and 
authority  of  the  country  laws,  or  from  becoming  security  for 
such  native  farmers,  contractors,  &c-,  &c.,  aa  he  might  protect 
and  employ." 

Your  committee  have  opposed  this  conatmction  of  Mr, 
Barwell'a  to  the  positive  order,  which  the  conduct  it  is  meant 
to  colour  has  violated.  "  Europeans  of  credit  and  responsi- 
bility," that  is,  Europeans  armed  with  wealth  and  power,  and 
exerciaing  offices  of  authority  and  trust,  instead  or  being  ex- 
cepted from  the  spirit  of  the  restriction,  must  be  supposed 
the  persons  ^\ho  are  chiefly  meant  to  be  comprehended  in  it ; 
for,  nbstraci  the  idea  of  an  European  froiA  the  ideas  of  powei 
and  influence,  and  the  restriction  is  no  longer  rational. 
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Your  committee  are  therefore  of  opinion,  that  the  nature 
of  the  eyil,  which  was  meant  to  be  prevented  by  the  above 
orders  and  ref,'ulations,  was  not  altered,  or  the  e\"U  itself  di» 
minished,  by  the  collusive  methods  made  use  of  to  evade 
them ;  and  that  if  the  regulations  were  proper  (as  they  un- 
questionably were)  they  ought  to  have  been  punctually  com- 
plied with ;  particularly  by  the  members  of  the  government, 
tcho  formed  the  plan,  and  who,  as  trustees  of  the  Company, 
were  especially  answerable  for  their  being  duly  carried  into 
execution.  Tour  cnmmittce  have  no  reason  to  believe,  that 
it  could  ever  have  been  generally  understood,  "  that  the  Com- 
pany's prohibition  of  farms  to  Europeans  was  meant  only  to 
exclude  such  aa  could  not  posHibly,  in  their  own  persona, 
come  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Dewanny  eourls;"— no 
8uch  restriction  is  so  much  as  hinted  at.  And,  if  it  had  been 
80  understood,  Mr.  Barwell  waa  one  of  the  persons,  who, 
from  their  rank,  station,  and  influence,  must  have  been  the 
principaJ  objects  of  the  prohibition.  Since  the  establishment 
of  the  Company's  influence  in  Bengal,  no  Europeans,  of  any 
rank  whatever,  have  been  subject  to  the  procean  of  the  coun- 
try judicature ;  and  whether  they  act  avow  edly  for  them- 
Belves,  and  take  farms  in  their  own  name,  or  eubstitnte  native 
Indians  to  act  for  them,  the  difference  ia  not  material.  The 
same  influence,  that  skreeued  an  European  fi'om  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  country  co^irts,  would  have  cq\ially  protected  hia 
native  agent  and  representative.  For  many  years  past  the 
Company's  servants  have  presided  in  those  courts,  and  in 
comparison  with  their  authority  the  native  authority  is  no- 
thing^. 

The  earliest  instructions,  that  appear  to  have  been  given 
by  the  comi  of  directors  in  consequence  of  these  tranaactions 
in  Bengal,  are  dated  the  5th  of  February,  1777.  lu  their 
letter  of  that  date  they  applaud  the  proceedings  of  the  board, 
meaning  the  majority,  (then  consisting  of  General  Clavering, 
Colonel  Monson,  and  Mr.  Francis,)  as  higMy  meritoriotts, 
and  promise  them  i\\e\r  firmest  support.  "  Some  oi'  the  cases, 
they  say,  are  sojlagrantli/  corrupt,  and  others  attended  with 
circumstances  so  oppressive  to  the  inhabitants,  that  it  would 
be  unjust  to  suffer  the  delinquents  to  go  unpunished"  With 
this  observation  their  proceedings  appear  to  have  ended,  and 
paused  for  more  tban  a  year. 
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On  the  4tti  of  Mareh,  1778,  the  directors  appear  to  hi 
resumed  the  subject.  In  their  letter  of  that  date  they  in- 
structed the  governor  and  council  forthwith  to  commence 
a  prosecution,  in  the  supreme  court  of  judicflturej  against 
the  peraonri  who  composed  the  coraniittce  of  circuit,  or  their 
representatives,  and  also  against  Mr.  Barweli,  in  order  to 
recover,  for  the  use  of  the  Company,  the  amount  of  all  ad- 
vantages acquired  by  thorn  from  their  several  engagements  in 
salt  contracts  and  farms.  Adverting,  however,  to  the  declar- 
ation made  by  5Ii'.  Banvell,  that  he  would  account  to  the 
court  of  directors  for  the  last  shilling  he  had  received,  and 
abide  implicitly  by  their  judgment,  they  thought  it  probable, 
that,  on  being  acquainted  Tvith  their  peremptory  orders  for 
eommeucing  a  prosecution,  he  might  be  desirous  of  paying 
his  share  of  profits  into  the  Company's  treasury ;  and  they 
pointed  out  a  precaution  to  be  used  in  accepting  auch  a 
tender  on  his  part- 
On  this  part  of  the  trnnsnction  your  coinmittce  observe, 
that  the  court  of  directors  appear  blamable  in  having  delayed 
till  February,  1777,  to  talte  any  measure  in  consequence  of 
advices  so  interesting  and  important,  and  on  a  matter  con- 
cerning which  they  had  made  so  strong  a  declaration ;  con- 
sidering, that,  early  in  April,  1770,  they  say,  "they  had 
investigated  the  charges,  and  had  then  come  to  certain 
resolutions  coucennug  them."  But  their  delaying  to  send 
out  positive  orders  for  commencing  a  prosecution  against 
the  parties  concerned  till  Msirch,  1778,  cannot  be  accounted 
for.  In  the  former  letter  they  promise,  if  they  should  find 
it  necessary,  to  return  the  origiual  covenants  ot  such  of  their 
servants  as  had  been  any  ways  concerned  in  the  undue  re- 
ceipt of  money,  in  order  to  enable  the  goveruor-getieral  and 
council  to  recover  the  same  by  suits  in  the  supreme  court. 
But  youi-  committee  do  not  find,  tliat  the  covenants  were 
ever  transmitted  to  Bengal,  To  whatever  cause  these  in- 
stances of  neglect  and  delay  may  be  attributed,  they  could 
not  fail  to  create  aa  opinion  in  Bengal,  that  the  court  of 
directors  were  not  heartily  intent  upon  the  execution  of 
their  own  orders,  and  to  discourage  those  members  of  go- 
vernment, who  were  disposed  to  undertake  so  invidious 
duty. 

Ill  consequence  of  these  delays,  even  their  first  orders  di 
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aot  arrive  in  Bengal  until  some  time  after  the  death  of 
Colonel  Monaon,  when  the  >»hole  power  of  the  board  had 
devolved  to  Mr,  Hastings  and  Mr.  Barwell.  When  they 
sent,  what  they  call  t/ieir  positive  orders,  in  "Mnrch,  1778,  they 
had  long  been  apprized  of  the  death  of  Colonel  Monson,  and 
must  have  been  perfectly  certain  of  the  elfect  which  that 
event  would  have  on  the  subsequent  meaaurea  and  proceed- 
ings of  the  governor-general  and  council.  Their  opinion  of 
the  principles  of  tliose  gentlemen  appears  Lu  their  letter  of 
the  28th  of  Kovember,  1777,  wherem  they  say,  "  they  can- 
not but  expreaa  their  concern,  that  the  power  of  granting 
away  their  property  in  perpetuity  should  have  devolved  upon 
such  persons." 

But  the  conduct  of  the  court  of  directors  appears  to  be 
open  to  objectiona  of  a  nature  still  more  serious  and  import- 
ant. A  recovery  of  the  amount  of  Mr.  Barwell' s  profits 
seems  to  be  the  only  purpose,  which  they  even  professed  to 
tave  in  view.  But  your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  to 
preserve  the  reputation  and  dignity  of  the  government  of 
Bengal  was  a  much  more  important  object,  and  ought  to 
have  been  tlieir  first  consideration.  The  prosecution  was 
not  the  piu"suit  of  mean  and  subordinate  persons,  who  might, 
with  safety  to  the  public  interest,  remain  in  their  seats 
during  such  an  inquiry  into  their  conduct.  It  appears  very 
doubtful,  whether,  if  there  were  grounds  for  such  a  prosecu- 
tion, a  proceeding  in  G-reat  Britain  were  not  more  politic 
than  one  in  Bengal.  Such  a  prosecution  ought  not  to  have 
been  ordered  by  the  directors,  but  upon  grounds  that  would 
have  fiJly  authorized  the  recall  of  the  gentleman  in  ques- 
tion. This  prosecution,  supposing  it  to  have  been  seriously 
undertaken,  and  to  have  succeeded,  must  have  tended  to 
weaken  the  government,  and  to  degrade  it  in  the  eyea  of  all 
India.  On  the  other  hand,  to  intrust  a  man,  armed  as  he 
was  with  all  the  powers  of  hia  station,  and  indeed  of  the 
government,  with  the  conduct  of  a  prosecution  against  him- 
self, was  altogether  inconsistent  and  absurd.  The  same 
letter  in  which  they  give  these  orders,  exhibits  an  example, 
which  sets  tho  inconsistency  of  tlieir  conduct  in  a  stronger 
light,  because  the  case  is  somewhat  of  a  simOar  nature,  but 
iidinitely  less  pressing  in  its  circumstances,  Ob8er\'ing, 
that  Iho  board  of  trade  had  commenced  a  prosecution  agniusi 
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Mr.  William  Barton,  a  member  of  that  board,  for  Tarious  acts 
of  peculation  committed  by  him,  they  aay,  "  We  must  be  of 
opiiilou,  that,  as  prosecutions  are  actitalhj  carrtfiny  on  against 
him  by  our  board  of  trade,  he  ia,  during  such  proaecution  at 
least,  an  improper  person  to  hold  a  seat  at  that  board;  and 
therefore  we  direct,  fliat  he  he  suspended  from  the  Com- 
pany's service  until  our  further  pleasure  conceming  him  be 
known." — The  piinciple  laid  down  in  this  instruction,  even 
before  their  own  opinion  concerning  Mr.  Barton's  case  was 
declared,  and  merely  on  the  prosecution  of  otkers,  serves  to 
render  their  conduct  not  very  accountable  in  the  case  of  Mr. 
Harwell.  Mr.  Barton  was  in  a  subordinate  situation,  and 
his  remaining  or  not  remaining  in  it  was  of  little  or  no 
moment  to  the  prosecution.  Mr.  Barton  was  but  one  of 
seven ;  whereas  Mr.  BarwcU  was  one  of  four,  and,  with  the 
governor-general,  was  in  effect  the  supreme  council. 

In  the  present  state  of  power  and  patronage  in  India,  and 
during  the  relations,  which  are  permitted  to  Buhsist  between 
the  judges,  the  prosecuting  officers,  and  the  coimcil-general, 
your  committee  is  very  doubtful,  whether  the  mode  of  pro- 
secuting the  highest  members  in  the  Bengal  government,  be- 
fore a  court  at  Calcutta,  could  have  been,  almost  in  any  caae, 
advisable. 

It  ia  possible,  that  particular  persons,  in  high  judicial  and 
political  situations,  may,  by  force  of  an  unusual  strain  of 
virtue,  be  placed  far  above  the  influence  of  those  circum- 
Btaucea,  which,  in  ordinary  cases  are  known  to  make  an  im- 
pression on  the  human  mind.  But  your  committee,  eousible 
that  laws  and  public  proceedings  ought  to  be  made  for  general 
situations,  and  not  for  personal  dispositions,  are  not  inclined 
to  have  any  confidence  in  the  effect  of  criminal  proceedings, 
where  no  means  are  provided  for  preventing  a  mutual  con- 
nexion by  dependencies,  agencies,  and  employments,  between 
the  parties  who  are  to  prosecute  and  to  judge,  and  those  who 
are  to  be  ])rosecuted  and  to  be  tried. 

Your  committee,  in  a  former  report,  have  stated  the  con- 
sequences wliich  they  apprehended  from  the  dependency  of 
tlie  judges  on  tlie  govewMr-general  and  council  of  Bengal : 
and  the  House  has  entered  into  their  ideas  upon  this  sub- 
ject. Since  that  time  it  appears,  that  Sir  Elijah  Impej  haa 
accepted  of  the  guardianship  of  Mr.  Barwell's  children,  and 
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was  tbe  trustee  for  his  aiTairs.  There  ie  no  law  to  prevent 
this  sort  of  connexion  ;  nnd  it  is  possible,  that  it  might  not 
at  all  affect  the  raind  of  that  judge,  or  (upon  his  account) 
indirectly  influence  the  conduct  of  hie  brethren  ;  but  it  tnust 
I  >  forcibly  afi'ect  the  minds  of  those,  who  have  matter  of  com- 
f  plaint  against  government,  and  whose  cause  the  court  of 
directors  appear  to  espouse,  in  a  country  where  the  authority 
of  the  court  of  directors  has  seldom  been  exerted  but  to  be 
despised  ;  where  the  operation  of  laws  is  but  very  imperfectly 
understood;  but  where  men  are  acute,  sagacious,  and  even 
suspicious  of  the  effect  of  all  persoiml  connexions.  Their 
suspicions,  though  perhaps  not  rightly  applied  to  every  in- 
dividual, will  induce  them  to  take  iudicatioiis  from  tlie  eitua- 
I  tions  and  connexions  of  the  prosccutiug  parties,  as  well  as  of 
I  the  judges.  It  cannot  fail  to  be  observed,  that  Sir.  Xaylor, 
the  Company's  attorney,  lived  iu  Mr.  BarwelFs  house ;  the 
late  Mr.  Bogle,  the  Company's  commissioner  of  law  suits, 
owed  hia  place  to  the  patronage  of  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr. 
Barwell,  by  whom  the  office  was  created  for  liiiix ;  and  Sir 
John  Day,  the  Company's  advocate,  who  arrived  in  Bengal 
in  February,  1779,  had  not  been  four  months  iu  Calcutta, 
when  Mr.  Hastings,  Mr.  Bnrvvcll,  and  Sir  Eyre  Coote, 
doubled  his  salary,  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Francis 
and  Mr.  Whelcr. 

If  the  dii-ectors  are  known  to  devolve  the  whole  cognizance 
of  the  offences  charged  on  their  servants,  so  highly  situated, 
upon  the  supreme  court,  an  excuse  will  be  furnished,  if  al- 
ready it  has  not  been  furnished,  to  the  directors  for  declining 
the  use  of  their  own  proper  political  power  and  authority  in 
examining  into  and  animadverting  on  the  conduct  of  tlieir 
servants.  Their  true  character,  as  strict  masters  and  vigilant 
governors,  -will  merge  in  that  of  prosecutors.  Their  force 
and  energy  will  evaporate  in  tedious  and  intricate  processes  ; 
in  law  suits,  which  can  never  end,  and  which  are  to  be  carried 
on  by  the  very  dependents  of  those  who  are  under  prosecu- 
tion. On  their  part,  these  servants  will  decline  giving 
satisfaction  to  their  masters,  because  they  are  already  be- 
fore another  tribunal ;  and  thus,  by  shiftiug  reaponBibility 
from  hand  to  hand,  a  confederacy  to  defeat  tho  wliole  spirit 
of  the  law,  and  to  remove  all  real  restxaints  on  their  atjcionB, 
may  be  iu  time  formed  between  the  servants,  directors,  pro- 
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secutors,  and  court.     Of  tliis  great  danger  your  committee 
will  take  furtlier  aotiee  in  another  place. 

No  notice  wLatever  appears  to  hare  been  taken  of  the 
Company's  orders  iu  Bengal  till  the  11th  of  January,  1779, 
wfien  Mr.  Barwell  moved,  that  the  claim  made  upon  him  by 
the  court  of  directors  should  be  submitted  to  the  Company't 
lawyers,  and  that  ilieif  should  he  pcrfeethf  instructed  to  prose- 
cute upon  it.  Li  his  ininut«  of  that  date  he  says,  "  that  the 
state  ofhL  health  had  long  since  rendered  it  necessary  for  him 
to  return  <     Eiirope."  ^H 

Tour  coTuniittee  observe,  that  he  continued  in  Bengal  an^| 
other  year.     He  aavs,  "  that  he  had  hitherto  waited  for  the 
arrival  of  Sir  John  !Day,  the  Company's  advocate ;  but  aa  the 
seaaon  "wae  now  far  advanced,  he  wished  to  bring  the  trial 
speedily  to  isaue." 

In  this  minute  he  retracts  his  origmal  enpfagement  to  sub- 
mit himaelf  to  the  judgment  of  the  court  of  directors,  "  and  to 
account  to  tiiem  lor  the  last  shilling  he  had  received."  He 
says,  "  that  no  merit  had  been  given  him  for  the  offer ',  that 
a  most  unjustifiable  advantage  had  been  attempted  to  be 
made  of  it,  by  first  declining  it,  and  descending  to  abuse,  and, 
then  giving  orders  upou  it  as  if  it  had  been  rejected,  wheaj 
called  upon  by  him  iu  the  person  of  his  agent  to  bring  homi 
the  charge  of  dcUnqueney." 

Mr.  Barwell's  reflections  on  the  proceedings  of  the  courtT" 
of  directors  are  not  altogether  clearly  expressed ;  nor  does  it 
appear  diistinctly  to  iivhat  facts  he  alludes.  He  asserts  that  a 
most  unjustifiable  advantage  had  been  attempted  to  be  made 
of  his  offer.  The  fact  is,  the  cornet  of  directors  have  nowhere 
declined  accepting  it ;  on  the  conti-ary,  they  caution  the 
governor-general  and  council  about  the  manner  of  receiving 
the  tender  of  the  money,  which  they  expect  him  to  make. 
They  say  nothing  of  any  call  made  on  them  by  Mr.  BanveU's 
agent  in  England ;  nor  iloea  it  appear  to  your  committee,  that 
they  "  have  descended  to  abuse."  They  have  a  right,  and  it 
is  their  dutj^,  to  express,  in  distinct  and  appropriate  term? 
their  senjte  of  aU  blamable  conduct  in  their  servants. 

So  far  as  may  be  collected  from  the  evidence  of  the  Com- 
pany's records,  Mr.  BarwcH's  asaertions  do  not  appear  well 
supported  ;  but  even  if  they  were  more  plausible,  your  com- 
mittee apprehend,  that  he  could  not  be  discharged  from  bit 
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eolemn  recorded  promise  to  abide  by  tbe  judgment  of  the 
court  of  directors.  Their  judgment  waa  declared  by  their  re- 
Bolution  to  prosecute,  whicb  it  depended  upon  hinieelf  to 
eatistV  by  making  good  his  engagcnient.  To  excuse  his  not 
complying  with  the  Company's  claims,  he  says,  "  that  Aw 
compliance  would  be  urged  as  a  confession  of  deUnquency, 
and  to  proceed  from  conviction  of  his  having  usurped  on  the 
rights  of  the  Company."  Cousiderationa  of  this  nature  might 
properly  have  induced  Mr.  Banvell  to  stand  upon  his  right 
in  thefiret  iustimce,  '^and  to  appeal"  (to  use  hiaown  words) 
"  to  the  laws  of'  his  country  ik  order  to  vindicate  his  fame." 
Bnt  his  perfonnance  could  not  have  more  weight  to  infer  de« 
linquency,  than  his  promise.  Your  eoinuiittee  think  hia 
observation  comes  too  late, 

K  he  had  stood  a  trial  when  he  first  acknowledged  the 
facts,  and  submitted  hijiiself  to  tlie  judgment  of  the  court  of 
directors,  the  suit  woiild  have  bt^n  caixied  on  under  the 
direction  of  General  Clavering,  Colonel  Mouson,  and  Mr. 
Francis ;  whereas  in  the  year  1779  his  influence  at  the  board 
gave  him  the  conduct  of  it  himself.  In  au  interval  of  four 
years  it  may  be  preaunied,  that  great  alterntiona  might  have 
happened  in  the  state  of  the  evidence  against  him. 

In  the  subaequeut  proceedings  of  the  governor-general 
and  council  the  House  Aviil  find,  that  Mr.  Barwell  complained, 
that  bis  instances  for  cari'ying  on  the  prosecution  were  inef- 
fectual, owing  to  tlie  legal  difficulties  and  delays  urged  by  tJte 
Company' s  law  ojpcers,  which  your  committee  do  not  find 
have  yet  been  removed.  As  far  as  the  latest  advices  reach, 
no  progress  appears  to  have  been  made  in  the  busineas.  lu 
July,  1782,  the  coart  of  directors  foimd  it  necessary  to  order 
an  account  of  ail  suits  against  Europeans,  dependuig  iii  the 
supreme  court  of  judicature,  to  be  transmitted  to  them,  and 
that  no  time  sbould  be  lost  in  bringing  them  to  a  determin- 
ation. 

SALTPETRE. 

TuE  next  article  of  direct  monopoly,  eubservient  to  the 
Company's  export,  is  saltpetre.  This,  as  well  aa  opium,  is 
tar  the  greater  pai't  the  produce  of  the  province  of  Bahar. 
The  difl'erence  between  the  management  and  destination  of 
the  two  articles  baa  been  tbis  :  until  the  year  1782,  the  opium 
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has  been  sold  in  the  country,  and  the  produce  of  the  sale  laid 
out  in  country  mercliandise  for  the  Coin]iany'3  export.  A 
great  purt  of  the  saltpetre  is  sent  out  in  kind,  and  never  has 
contributed  to  the  interior  circulation  and  commerce  of 
Bengal.  It  is  managed  by  agency  ou  the  Company's  account. 
The  price  paid  to  the  manufacturer  is  iuvariablo.  Some  of 
the  larger  undertakera  receive  advances  to  enable  them  tc 
prosecute  their  work ;  but  as  they  are  not  always  equally 
careful  or  fortunatCj  it  liappena,  that  large  balances  accumu- 
late against  them.  Orders  have  been  sent  from  Calcutta 
from  time  to  time  to  recover  their  balances  with  little  or  no 
aucceaa,  but  with  great  vexation  to  all  concerned  in  the 
manufacture.  Sometimes  they  have  imprisoned  the  failing 
contractors  ia  their  own  houses  ;  a  severity,  which  answers 
no  useful  purpose,  Such  persona  are  so  many  hauda  de- 
tached from  the  improvement,  and  added  to  the  burthen,  of 
the  country.  They  are  persons  of  skill  drawn  from  tlie  fu- 
ture supply  of  that  monopnly,  in  favour  of  which  tliey  are 
prosecuted.  In  case  of  the  death  of  tlie  debtor,  this  rigorous 
demand  falls  upon  the  ruined  houses  of  widows  and  orphans, 
and  mav  be  easily  coaverted  into  a  raeauB  either  of  cruel 
oppression,  or  a  mercenary  indulgence,  according  to  the 
temper  of  the  exacters. 

Instead  of  thus  hasnng  recourse  to  imprisonment,  the  old 
balance  is  sometimes  deducted   from  the  ctirrent  produce.^^ 
This,  in  these  cireumstaucea,  ia  a  grievous  diseouragement.^H 
People  must  be  discouraged  from  entering  into  a  businesa,^^ 
when  the  commodity  being  fixed  to  one  invariable  standard, 
and  confined  to  one  market,  the  best  success  can  be  attended 
only  with  a  Hmited  advantage,  whilst  a  defective  produce 
can  never  be  compensated  by  an  augmerited  price.     Accord- 
ingly very  little  of  these  advances  has  been  recovered ;  and 
after  much  vexation  the  pursuit  has  gencraDy  been  aban- 
doned.    It  ia  plain,  that  there  can  be  no  life  and  vigour  in 
any  business  under  a  monopoly  bo  constituted  ;  nor  can  the 
true  productive  resources  of  the  country,  in  eo  large  an  ar- 
ticle of  its  commerce,  ever  come  to  be  fully  known.  ^B 

The  supply  for  the  Company's  demand  in  England  haer^l 
rarely  fallen  short  of  two  thousand  tons,  nor  much  exceeded 
two  thousand  five  hundred.     A  discretionary  allowance  of 
tliie  commodity  hais  been  made  to  the  Prench,  Dutch,  and 
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Danes,  who  purchase  their  allotted  shares  at  some  small  ad- 
vance on  the  Company's  price.  The  supply  destined  for  the 
London  aiarkct  is  proportioned  to  the  spare  tonnage ;  and, 
to  acconiniodate  that  tonnage,  the  saltpetre  is  sometimes 
sent  to  Madras,  and  sometimes  even  to  Bombay ;  and  that 
not  unfrequently  in  vessela  expressly  employed  for  the  pur- 
pose. 

Mr.  Law,  chief  of  Patna,  bein?  examined  on  the  effect  of 
that  monopoly,  delivered  his  opinion,  that  with  regard  to  the 
Company's  trade  the  monopoly  was  adTantageoas  ;  but  as 
eiovereigns  of  the  country  they  must  be  losers  by  it.  These 
two  capacities  in  the  Company  are  found  in  peqwtual  con- 
tradiction. But  much  doubt  may  arise,  whether  this  mono- 
poly wiU  be  found  advantageous  to  the  Company,  either  in 
the  one  capacity  or  the  other.  The  gross  commodity,  mono- 
polized for  sale  in  London,  is  procured  from  the  revenues  in 
Bengal ;  the  certain  ia  given  for  the  hazardous.  Tlie  loss  of 
interest  on  the  advances,  soractiroes  the  loss  of  the  prin- 
ipal ;  the  expense  of  carriage  from  Patna  to  Calcutta ;  the 
rious  loadinga  and  uuloadiuga,  and  insurauce  (which, 
ough  borne  by  the  Company,  ia  still  inaumnce)  ;  the  en- 
gagement for  the  ordnance,  limited  in  price,  and  irregular  in 
payment;  the  charge  of  agency,  and  management  through 
all  its  gradations  and  successions ;  when  all  these  are  taken 
into  consideration,  it  may  be  found,  that  the  gain  of  the 
Company  as  traders  will  be  far  from  compensatiug  their  loss 
as  sovereigns.  A  body  like  the  East-India  Company  can 
scarcely,  in  any  circum»tance,  hope  to  carry  on  the  details  of 
such  a  business,  from  its  commencement  to  its  conclusion, 
with  any  degree  of  success.  In  the  subjoined  estimate  of 
profit  and  loss,  the  value  of  the  commodity  is  stated  at  its 

I  invoice  price  at  Calcutta.  But  this  attbrda  no  just  estimate 
If  the  whole  effect  of  a  dealing,  where  the  Company's  charge 
fcmmences  in  the  firet  rudunents  of  the  manufacture,  and 
Ipt  at  the  purchase  at  the  place  of  sale  and  valuation ;  for 
■ey  may  be  heavy  losses  on  the  value,  at  which  the  saltpetre 
■  estimated,  when  shipped  otf  ou  that  account,  without  any 
i^pearance  in  the  account ;  and  the  inquiries  of  your  com- 
mittee to  find  the  charges  on  the  saltpetre  previous  to  the 
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BRITISH  GOVERNMENT  IN  INDIA 

The  other  link,  by  which  India  is  bound  to  Q-reat  Britain, 
is  the  goveromL'nt  established  there  originally  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  East-India  Company,  aud  ai^envards  modified 
by  parliament  by  the  acts  of  1773  and  1780.  This  system 
of  government  appears  to  your  committee  to  he  at  least  as 
much  disordered,  and  as  much  perverted  from  every  good 
purpose,  for  which  lawful  rule  is  eatabliahed,  as  the  trading 
system  has  been  from  every  just  principle  of  commerce, 
"four  committee,  in  tracing  the  causes  of  this  disorder 
through  its  eifects,  have  first  considered  the  government  as 
it  is  constituted  and  managed  within  itself,  beginning  \Tith 
its  moat  essential  and  fundamental  part,  the  order  and  disci- 
pline by  which  the  supreme  authority  of  this  kingdom  is 
maintained. 

The  British  government  in  India  being  a  subordinate  and 
delegated  power,  it  ought  to  be  considered  as  a  fundimiental 
principle  m  such  a  system,  that  it  is  to  be  preserved  in  the 
Btrictest  obedience  to  the  government  at  home.  Adminis- 
tration in  India,  at  an  immense  distance  from  the  seat  of  the 
supreme  authority ;  intrusted  with  the  most  extensive  pow- 
ers ;  liable  to  the  greatest  tem.ptationa  ;  possessing  the  am- 
plest means  of  abuse  ;  ruling  over  a  people  guarded  by  no 
distinct  or  well-ascertained  privileges,  whose  language,  man- 
ners, and  radical  prejudices  render  not  only  redress,  but  all 
3omplaint  on  their  part,  a  matter  of  extreme  difficulty ;  such 
an  administration,  it  ia  evident,  never  can  be  made  subservi- 
ent to  the  interests  of  Great  Britain,  or  even  tolerable  to  the 
natives,  but  by  the  strictest  rigour  in  exacting  obedience  to 
the  commands  of  the  authority  lawfully  set  over  it. 

But  your  committee  find,  that  thig  principle  has  been  for 
Bome  years  very  little  attended  to.  Before  the  passing  the 
act  of  1773,  the  professed  purpose  of  which  was  to  secure  a 
better  subordination  in  the  Company's  servants,  such  was  the 
_.  firmness  vdth  which  the  court  of  directors  main- 

tee's  Fifth  tto  tained  their  authority,  that  they  displaced  Go- 
and  Appemfix  ^'^"it*^  Cartier,  confessedly  a  meritorious  servant, 
to  that  Report,  for  disobcdicnce  of  orders ;  although  his  case  was 
""■  '*■  not  a  great  deal  more  than  a  qacation,  by  whora 
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the  orders  •were  to  be  obeyed.  Yet  the  directors  were  so 
Bcnsible  of  the  necessity  of  a  punctual  and  literal  obedience, 
tbat  conceiving  their  ordere  went  to  the  pnrtiea  who  were  to 
obey,  as  well  as  to  the  act  to  be  done,  they  proceeded  with  a 
strictness,  that,  in  all  cases,  except  that  of  their  wculiar  go- 
vernment, might  well  be  considered  as  rigorous.  But  in  pro- 
portion aa  the  necessity  of  enforcing  obedaeuce  grew  stronger 
and  more  urgent,  and  in  proportion  to  the  magnitude  and 
importance  of  the  objects  affected  by  disobedience,  this  rigour 
has  been  relaxed.  Acts  of  disobedience  have  not  only  grown 
frequent,  but  systematic ;  and  they  have  appeared  in  such 
instances,  and  are  manifested  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  amount, 
in  the  Company's  servants,  tt>  little  less  than  absolute  inde> 
pendeuce  ;  against  which,  on  the  part  of  the  directors,  there 
is  no  struggle,  and  hardly  so  much  as  a  protest  to  preserve 
a  claim. 

Before  your  committee  proceed  to  offer  to  the  House  their 
remarks  on  the  most  diatiuguished  of  these  instances,  the 
particulars  of  which  they  have  already  reported,  they  deem 
it  necessary  to  euter  into  some  detail  of  a  transaction  equally 
extraordinary  and  important,  though  not  yet  brought  into 
the  view  of  parliament,  whicli  appears  to  have  laid  the  found- 
ation of  the  principal  abuses  that  euaued,  as  well  as  to  have 
given  strength  and  encourngemeut  to  those  that  existed.  To 
this  transaction,  and  to  the  conclusions  naturally  dedueible 
from  it,  your  committee  attribute  that  general  spirit  of  dis- 
obedience and  independence,  which  has  since  prevailed  in  the 
government  of  Bengal. 

Toiir  committee  hud,  that  in  the  year  1775  IVIr.  Lanchlan 
Mocleane  was  sent  into  England  as  agent  to  the  Nabob  of 
Arcot  and  to  Mr.  Hastings. — The  conduct  of  Mr.  Hastings, 
in  assisting  to  extirpate^  for  a  sum  of  money  to  be  paid  to 
the  Company,  the  innocent  nation  of  the  Rohillas,  had  drawn 
upon  him  the  censure  of  the  court  of  directors,  and  the 
unanimous  censure  of  the  court  of  proprietors.  The  former 
had  even  resolved  to  prepare  an  application  to  hia  Majesty 
for  Mr.  Hastings's  dismission. 

Another  general  court  was  called  on  this  proceeding.  Mr 
Hastings  was  then  openly  supported  by  a  majority  of  the 
court  of  proprietors,  who  professed  to  entertain  a  good  opi- 
nion of  his  general  ability  and  rectitude  of  intention.,  not- 
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wilbatandiDg  the  uDauimous  censure  paased  upon  aim.  In 
that  censure  they  therefore  eeemed  dispoeed  to  acqiiieace, 
■without  pushing  the  matter  furtlier.  But,  as  the  offence 
■was  far  from  trifling,  and  the  condemnation  of  the  measure 
recent,  they  did  not  directly  attack  the  resolution  of  the  di- 
rectors to  apply  to  his  Majesty,  but  voted  in  the  ballot,  ^ 
that  it  should  be  re-considered.  The  business  therefore  re-  ^ 
mained  in  suspense,  or  it  rather  seemed  to  be  dropped,  for 
some  months,  when  Mr.  Macleane  took  a  step,  of  a  nature 
not  in  the  least  to  be  expected  from  the  condition  in  which 
the  cause  of  hia  principal  stood,  which  was  apparently  aa 
favourable  aa  the  circumstances  could  bear,  llittierto  the 
support  of  Mr.  Hastings  in  the  general  court  was  only  by  a 
majority ;  but  if,  on  application  from  the  directors,  he  should 
be  removed,  a  mere  majority  would  not  have  been  Bufficient 
for  his  restoration.  The  door  would  have  been  barred  against 
hia  return  to  the  Company's  service  by  one  of  the  strongest 
and  most  substantial  clauses  in  the  regulating  act  of  1773. 
Mr.  Macleane,  probably  to  prevent  the  manifest  ill  conse- 
quences of  such  a  step,  came  forward  with  a  letter  to  the 
court  of  directors,  declaring  his  pro\'isional  powers,  and  offer- 
ing on  the  part  of  Mr.  Hastings  an  immediate  resignation  of 
Ms  oOice.  ^m 

On  this  occasion  the  directors  showed  theraselves  ex-^| 
tremely  punctihous  with  regard  to  Mr.  Macleane' a  powers. 
They  probably  dreaded  the  charge  of  becoming  accomplices 
to  an  evasion  of  the  act,  by  which  Mr.  Hastings,  resigning 
the  serA'ice,  would  escape  the  consequences  attached  by  law 
to  a  disniission ;  they  therefore  demanded  Mr.  Macleane's 
written  authoritv.  This  he  declared  he  could  not  give  into 
their  hands,  as  tne  letter  contained  other  matters  of  a  nature 
estremely  confidential ;  but  that,  if  they  would  appoint  a 
committee  of  the  directors,  he  would  readily  communicate  to  ^M 
them  the  ueceasarj^  parts  of  the  letter,  and  give  them  perfect  ^| 
satisfaction  w  ith  regard  to  liia  authority.  A  deputation  v,  aa 
accordingly  named ;  who  reported,  that  they  had  seen  M  r. 
Hastings's  instructions,  contained  in  a  paper  in  /(is  own 
hand-writing,  and  tiiat  the  authority  for  the  act  now  done 
by  Mr.  Macleane  was  clear  and  sufficient.  Mr.  Vansittart, 
a  very  particular  friend  of  Mr.  Hastings,  and  Mr.  John 
Stewart,  hia  most  attached  and  confidential  dependent,  at* 
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tended  on  this  occasion,  and  proved,  that  directions,  per* 
fectly  correspondent  to  this  wTitten  authority,  had  been 
given  by  Mr.  Hastings  ia  their  presence.  By  this  means 
the  powers  were  fully  authenticated ;  but  the  letter  remained 
safe  in  Mr.  Macleane's  hands. 

Nothing  being  now  wanting  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  di- 
rectors, the  resignation  was  fonnally  accepted.  Mr.  Wheler 
was  named  to  fiU  the  vacancy,  and  preseuted  fur  liis  Majesty's 
approbation,  which  was  received.  The  act  was  complete,  and 
the  oflfice,  that  Mr.  Hastings  had  resigned,  was  legally  ffllcd. 
This  proceeding  was  officially  notified  m  Bengal,  and  General 
Clavering,  as  senior  in  council,  was  in  couTBe  to  succeed  to 
the  office  of  governor-general. 

Mr.  Hastings,  to  extricate  himself  from  the  dliBcultiea 
into  which  this  resignation  had  brought  him,  had  recourse 
to  one  of  those  unlooked-for  and  hardy  measures,  which  cha- 
racterize the  whole  of  his  administTation.  He  came  to  a 
resolution  of  disowning  hia  agent,  denying  his  letter,  and 
disavowing  hia  fiTiends.  He  insisted  on  continuing  in  the 
execution  of  his  oificet  and  supported  himaelf  by  such  reasons 
08  could  be  furaished  in  such  a  cause.  An  open  schism  in- 
stantly divided  the  council.  General  Clavering  claiuted  the 
office,  to  which  he  ought  to  succeed ;  and  Mr.  Francis  ad- 
hered to  him ;  Mr.  Harwell  atnck  to  Mr.  Hastings.  Tlie 
two  parties  assembled  separately,  and  evervthing  was  run- 
ning fast  into  a  confusion ;  which  suspended  government, 
and  might  very  probably  have  ended  in  a  civil  war,  had  not 
the  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  on  a  reference  to  them,  set- 
tled the  controversy  by  deciding,  that  the  resignation  was  an 
invalid  act,  and  that  Mr.  Hastings  was  still  in  the  legal  pos- 
session of  his  place,  which  had  been  actually  filled  up  in 
England.  It  was  eitraordinary,  that  the  nullity  of  this  re- 
signation should  not  have  been  discovered  in  England ;  where 
the  act  authorizing  the  resignation  then  was ;  where  the 
agent  was  personally  present ;  where  the  witnesses  were  ex- 
amined ;  and  where  there  was  and  could  be  no  want  of  legal 
advice,  either  on  the  part  of  the  Company  or  of  the  crown. 
The  judges  took  no  light  matter  upon  them  in  superseding, 
and  thereby  condemning,  the  legality  of  his  Majesty' a  ap- 
pointment ;  for  such  it  became  by  the  royal  approbation. 

On  this  determination,  such  as  it  was,  the  oitisioa  in  thp 
vol-  '*  X 
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meeting,  but  not  in  the  minds  of  the  couufil,  ccasod .  General 
Clavering  uniformly  oiiposed  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Hastings  to 
the  end  of  his  life.  But  Mr.  Haatings  showed  more  temper 
under  much  greater  provocations.  In  disclaiming  his  agent, 
and  in  effect  accusing  him  of  an  impoBtiu-e  the  most  deeply 
injurious  to  his  character  and  fortune,  and  of  the  grossest 
forgery  to  support  it,  he  was  so  very  mOd  and  indulgent  as 
not  to  show  any  actiTe  resentment  against  his  unfaithful 
agent,  nor  to  complain  to  the  court  of  directors.  It  was  ex- 
pected in  Bengal,  that  some  strong  measures  would  have 
immediately  been  taken  to  preserve  the  just  rights  of  the 
king  and  of  the  court  of  directors  ;  as  this  proceeding,  unac> 
compauied  with  the  severest  animadversion,  manifestly  struck 
a  decisive  blow  at  the  existence  of  the  most  essential  powers 
of  both.  But  your  committee  do  not  find,  that  any  measures 
whatever,  such  as  the  case  seemed  to  demand,  were  taken. 
The  observations  made  by  the  court  of  directors  oa  what 
they  call  ^^  these  extraordinary  tra?tsactions^'  are  just  and 
well  applied.  They  conclude  with  a  declaration,  "  that  tfie 
measures,  which  it  might  be  necessary  for  them  to  take,  in 
order  to  retrieve  the  honour  of  the  Company,  and  to  prevent 
the  like  abuse  from  being  practised  in  future,  should  have  their 
most  serious  ajid  earliest  consideration  ;  "  and  with  this  de- 
claratioD  they  appear  to  have  closed  the  account,  and  to  have 
diamiBsed  the  subject  for  ever. 

A  sanction  was  hereby  given  to  all  future  defiance  of  every 
authority  in  this  kingdom.  Several  other  matters  of  com- 
plaint against  Mr.  Hastings,  particularly  the  charge  of  pe- 
culation, fell  to  tlic  ground  at  the  same  time.  Opinions  of 
counsel  had  been  taken,  relative  to  a  prosecution  at  law  upon 
this  charge,  from  the  then  attorney  and  the  then  solicitor- 
general,  and  Mr.  Dunning,  [now  the  Lords  Thurlow,  Lough- 
borough,  and  AshburtonJ  together  with  IVIr.  Adair  [now 
Recorder  of  London].  None  of  them  gave  a  positive  opinion 
against  the  grounds  of  the  prosecution.  The  attorney-general 
doubted  on  the  prudence  of  the  proceedings,  and  censured 
(as  it  well  deserved)  the  ill  statement  of  the  case.  Three  of 
them,  Mr.  Wedderburn,  Mr.  D mining,  and  Mr.  Adair,  were 
clear  in  favour  of  the  prosecution.  No  prosecution  however 
was  had,  and  the  directors  contented  themselves  with  cen- 
suring and  ftdmonishing  Mr.  Hastings. 
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With  regard  to  the  supreme  council,  the  membera,  who 
chose  (for  it  was  choice  onlj')  to  attend  to  the  orders,  which 
were  issued  from  the  languishing  authority  of  the  director*, 
continued  to  receive  unprofitable  applauses  and  no  support. 
Their  correspondence  was  alwaya  filled  with  complaints,  the 
justice  of  which  was  always  adjiiitted  hj  the  court  of  direct- 
ora ;  but  this  admiasion  of  the  esisteuce  of  the  evil  showed 
only  the  impotence  of  those,  who  were  to  administer  the 
remedy.  The  authority  of  the  court  of  directors,  resisted 
with  success  iu  so  capita!  an  instance  as  that  of  the  resigna- 
tion, was  not  likely  to  he  respected  in  any  other.  What 
influence  it  really  had  on  tho  conduct  of  the  Company's 
■ervanta  may  bo  collected  from  the  faets  that  followed  it. 

The  disobedience  of  Mr.  Hastings  has  of  late  not  only  be- 
come uniform  and  systematical  iu  practice,  but  has  been  in 
principle  also  supported  by  him  and  by  Mr.  Barwell,  late  a 
member  of  the  supreme  council  in  Bengal,  and  now  a  mem- 
ber of  this  House. 

In  the  considtation  of  the  20th  of  July,  1778,  Mr.  Barwell 
gives  it  as  his  solemn  aud  deliberate  opinion,  that  "  while 
Mr.  Hastings  is  in  the  government,  the  respect  and  dignity 
of  his  station  should  be  supported.  In  these  sentiments  I 
must  decline  an  acquiescence  in  any  order,  which  has  a  tend' 
ency  to  bring  the  government  into  disrepute.  As  the  Com- 
pany have  the  means  and  power  of  forming  their  own  admin- 
istration in  ludia,  they  may  at  pleasure  place  whom  they 
please  at  the  head  \  but  in  my  opinion  they  are  not  authorized 
to  treat  a  person  in  that  post  with  indu/mti/.'^ 

By  treating  tliem  vrith  indignity  (in  the  particular  cases 
wherein  they  have  declined  obedience  to  orders)  they  must 
meun  those  orders,  which  imply  a  censurw  on  any  part  of 
their  conduct,  a  reversal  of  any  of  their  proceedings,  or,  aa 
Mr.  Barwell  expresses  himself  in  words  verj'  siguilicaut,  in 
any  orders  that  have  a  tendency  to  bring  their  government 
into  disrepute.  The  amplitude  of  this  latter  description  re- 
Bon-ing  to  thcni  tho  judgment  of  any  orders,  which  have  so 
much  as  that  tendency,  jjuts  them  in  poseeasion  of  a  complete 
independence ;  an  iude])endeuce,  including  a  despotic  au- 
thority over  the  subordinates  and  the  country.  The  very 
means  taken  by  the  directors  for  enforcing  their  authority 
becomes,  on  this  principle,  a  cause  of  further  disobediocoo. 
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It  is  observable,  that  their  principles  of  disobedience  (To  ua 
refer  to  any  local  coneideration  overlooked  by  tbe  directon^ 
which  might  supersede  their  orders,  or  to  any  change  of  cir- 
cumstances, which  might  render  another  course  advisable,  or 
even  perhaps  neeeasary ;  but  it  relatea  solely  to  their  own 
interior  feelings  in  matters  relative  to  themselves,  and  their 
opinion  of  their  own  dignity  and  reputation.  It  is  plain, 
that  they  have  wholly  forgotten  who  they  are,  and  what  the 
nature  of  their  office  ia.  Mr.  Hastinga  and  Mr.  Barwell  are 
servantfl  of  the  Company ;  and  as  such  by  the  duty  inherent 
in  that  relation,  aa  well  as  by  their  special  covenants,  were 
obliged  to  yield  obedience  to  the  orders  of  their  masters. 
They  have,  aa  far  as  they  were  able,  cancelled  all  the  bonds 
of  this  relation,  and  all  the  sanctions  of  tliese  covenants. 

But  in  thus  throwing  off  the  authority  of  the  court  of 
directors,  Mr.  Hastinga  and  Jlr.  Barwell  have  thrown  off  the 
authority  of  the  whole  legislative  power  of  Great  Britain ; 
for,  by  the  Regidating  Act  tif  the  Thirteenth  of  his  Majesty, 
they  are  expressly  "  directed  and  required  to  pay  due 
obedience  to  all  such  orders  as  they  shall  receive  from  the 
court  of  directors  of  the  said  united  Company."  Such  is  the 
declaration  of  the  law.  But  Mr.  Barwell  declares,  that  he 
declines  obedience  to  an^  orders,  which  he  shall  interpret  to 
be  indignities  on  a  governor-general.  To  the  clear  injunc- 
tions of  the  legislature  Mr.  llastings  and  Mr.  Barwell  have 
thought  proper  to  oppo.se  their  pretended  reputation  and 
dignity ;  as  if  the  chiet  honour  of  public  miniatcra  in  every 
situation  was  not  to  yield  a  cheerful  obedience  to  the  laws  of 
their  country.  Tour  committee,  to  render  e\'ident  to  this 
House  the  general  nature  and  tendency  of  this  pretended 
dignity,  and  to  illuatrate  the  real  prlneiplea  upon  which  they 
appear  to  have  acted,  thiak  it  necessary  to  make  observationa 
on  three  or  four  of  the  cases,  already  reported,  of  marked 
disobedience  to  particular  and  special  orders ;  on  one  of 
which  the  above  exti-aordinary  doctrine  was  maintained. 

These  are  the  cases  of  Mr.  Fowke,  Mr.  Bristow,  and  Ma- 
homed Reza  Khan.  In  a  few  weeks  after  the  death  of 
Colonel  Monsou,  Mr.  Hastings  having  obtained  a  majority 
in  council  by  his  castmg  vote,  Mr.  Fowke  and  Mr.  Briatow 
were  called  from  their  respective  offices  of  residents  at 
Benares  and  Oude ;  places  which  have  become  the  scenes  (rf 
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other  extraordiimTy  operationa  under  the  conduct  of  Mr. 
Hastings  in  person.  For  the  recall  of  Mr.  Bristow  no 
reason  was  assigned.  The  reason  assigned  for  the  proceed- 
ing with  regard  to  Mr.  Fowke  was,  that  "  the  purjjosea,  for 
wmch  he  was  appointed,  were  then  fully  accomplished." 

An  account  ot  the  remoTal  of  Jlr.  Fowke  was  eomniuni- 
cated  to  the  court  of  directors,  in  a  letter  of  the  22nd 
of  December,  I77<i,  On  this  notification  the  court  had 
nothing  to  conclude,  but  that  Mr.  Hastings,  from  a  rigid 
jborsuit  of  economy  in  the  management  of  the  Company's 
Itfiairs,  had  recaUed  a  useless  officer.  But  without  aUegiag 
any  variation  whatsoever  in  the  circumstances,  in  less  than 
twenty  days  after  the  order  for  the  recall  of  Mr.  Fowke,  and 
the  very  day  after  the  despatch  containing  an  account  of  the 
transaction,  Mr.  HaRtings  recommended  Sir.  Graham  to  this 
very  office ;  the  end  of  which,  he  declared  to  the  directors 
but  the  day  before,  had  been  fully  accompUshed.  And  not 
thinking  this  sufficient,  he  appointed  Mr.  D.  Barwell  as  hia 
assistant,  at  a  salary  of  about  four  hundred  pounds  a  year. 
Against  this  extraordinary  act  General  Clavering  and  Mr. 
Francis  entered  a  protest. 

So  early  as  the  6th  of  the  following  January  the  appoint- 
ment of  these  gentlemen  was  coramunicated  in  a  letter  to 
the  court  of  dii'ectors,  without  any  sort  of  colour,  apology, 
or  explanation.  Tliat  court  found  a  servant  removed  from 
his  station  without  complaint,  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  one 
of  their  standing  injunctions.  They  allow,  however,  and  with 
reason,  that  "  if  it  were  possible  to  suppose,  that  a  saving, 
&c.  had  been  bis  motive,  they  would  havo  approved  his  pro- 
ceeding. But  that,  when  immediately  afterwards  two  per- 
sons, with  ttco  salaries,  had  been  appointed  to  execute  the 
office,  which  had  been  filled  with  reputation  by  Mr.  Fowke 
alone,  and  that  Mr.  G-raham  enjoys  all  the  emoluments  an- 
nexed to  the  office  of  Mr.  Fowke;" — they  properly  con- 
clude, that  Mr.  Fowke  was  removed  without  iuat  cause  to 
make  way  for  Mr.  Q-raham;  and  strictly  enjoin,  that  the 
former  be  rcinatated  in  hia  office  of  resident  as  post-master 
of  Benares.  In  the  aame  letter  they  assert  their  rights  in  a 
tone  of  becoming  Eruiness,  and  declare,  that  "on  no  account 
we  can  permit  our  orders  to  be  disobeyed,  or  our  authority 

Cd." 
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It  was  no\r  to  be  seen  which  of  the  partie5  was  to  give 
way.  The  orders  were  clear  aud  precise,  and  enforced  by  a  ' 
strong  declaration  of  the  resolution  of  the  court  to  make 
itself  obeyed.  Mr.  Hastinga  fairly  joined  issue  upon  this 
point  with  bia  mastera;  and  having  disobeyed  the  general 
instructions  of  the  Company,  determined  to  pay  no  obedience 
to  their  special  order. 

On  the  2l3t  July,  177S,  he  moved,  and  succeeded  in  hia 
proposition,  that  the  execution  of  tbeae  orders  should  be 
suspended.  The  reason  be  assigned  for  this  suspension  lets 
in  great  light  upon  the  true  character  of  all  tbese  proceed- 
ings, "  that  his  consent  to  the  recall  of  Mr.  Graham  would 
be  adequate  to  bis  ovni  resignation  of  the  service,  as  it 
Avould  inflict  sucb  a  wound  on  Ai^  authority  and  influence^  fl 
that  he  could  not  maintain  it."  V 

If  tbat  had  been  his  opinion  he  ougbt  ta  have  resigned, 
and  not  disobeyed ;  because  it  was  not  necessary  that  he 
should  hold  his  office ;  but  it  was  necessary,  that  whilst  he 
held  it  he  should  obey  his  superiors,  and  submit  to  the  law. 
Mucb  more  truly  was  his  conduct  a  virtual  resignation  of 
his  lawful  office,  and  at  the  same  time  an  usurpation  of  a 
situation  which  did  not  belong  to  him,  to  hold  a  subordinate 
oilice,  and  to  refuse  to  act  according  to  its  duties.  Had  his 
authority  been  self-originated,  it  would  have  been  wounded 
by  hia  submiissioa  ;  but  in  this  case  the  true  nsvture  of  his 
authority  was  affirmed,  not  injured,  by  his  obedience,  because 
it  was  a  power  derived  from  others,  and,  by  its  essence,  to  be  ■ 
executed  according  to  their  directions.  ■ 

In  this  determined  disobedience  he  was  supported  by  Mr. 
Barwell,  who  ou  that  occasion  debvered  the  dangerous  doc- 
trine, to  which  your  committee  have  lately  edvertcd.  Mr. 
f  owke,  who  had  a  most  material  interest  in  this  determin- 
ation, applied  by  letter  to  bo  informed  concerning  it.  An 
answer  was  sent,  acquainting  him  coldly,  aud  without  any 
reason  assigned,  of  what  had  been  resolved  relative  to  bia 
oiEce.  This  communication  was  soon  followed  by  another 
k'tter  from  Mr.  Fowke,  with  great  submission  and  remarkable 
decency  asserting  hia  right  to  his  office  under  the  authority  of 
the  court  of  directors ;  and  for  solid  reasons,  grounded  on 
the  Company's  express  orders,  praying  to  be  informed  of  the 
charge  against  him.     This  letter  appears  to  have  been  n>« 
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ceived  by  Mr.  Haatinga  and  Mr.  Barwell  veiy  loftily.  Mr. 
Hasting  said,  "  that  such  applications  were  irregular ;  that 
they  are  not  accountable  to  Mr.  Fowke  for  their  resolution 
respecting  him.  The  reasons  for  auapending  tho  execution 
of  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directora  contain  no  charge, 
nor  the  slightest  imputation  of  a  charge,  uiijaJiist  Mr.  Fowke ; 
but  I  see  no  reason  why  the  board  should  condescend  to  tell 
him  so."  Accordingly,  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Francis  and 
Mr.  Whelerto  inform  Mr.  Fowke,  "that they  had  no  reason 
to  be  disaatisiied  with  his  conduct,"  on  the  previous  ques- 
tion, was  rejected. 

By  this  resolution  Mr.  Haatinga  and  Mr.  Barwel!  dia- 
covered  another  principle,  and  no  less  daiigerou.s  than  the 
first ;  namely,  that  peraous  deriving  a  valuable  interest  under 
the  Company's  orders,  so  far  from  being  heard  in  favour  of 
their  right,  are  not  bo  much  as  to  be  informed  of  the  grounds 
on  which  they  are  deprived  of  it. 

The  arrival  soon  after  of  Sir  Eyro  Coote  giving  another 
opportunity  of  trial,  the  question  for  obedience 
to  the  Company's  orders  was  again '  brought  on 
by  Mr.  Francis,  and  again  received  a  negative. 
Sir  Eyre  Coote,  though  present,  and  declaring,  that,  had  he 
been  at  the  original  consultationj  he  should  have  voted  for 
the  immediate  execution  of  the  Company's  orders,  yet  was 
resolved  to  avoid  what  he  called  ani/  kind  of  retrospect.  His 
neutrabty  gained  the  question  in  favour  of  this  the  third  re- 
solution for  disobedience  to  orders. 

The  resolution  in  Bengal  being  tbua  decisively  taken,  it 
came  to  the  turn  of  the  court  of  directors  to  act  their  part. 
They  did  act  their  part  exactly  in  their  old  manner ;  they 
had  recourse  to  their  old  remedy  of  repeating  orders,  whicn 
had  been  disobeyed.  Tlie  directors  declare  to  Mr.  Hastings 
and  Mr.  Barwell,  (though  without  any  apparent  reason,)  tliat 
"they  have  read  tuith  astonishment  their  formal  resolution 
suspend  the  execution  of  their  orders ;  that  they  shail 
ike  such  measures  as  appear  necessary  fur  preserving  the 
authority/  of  the  court  of  directors,  aiid  for  preventing  such 
instances  of  direct  and  wilful  disobedience  in  tiieir  servants 
in  time  to  come."  They  then  renew  their  directions  con- 
cerning Mr.  Fowke.  The  event  of  this  sole  measure,  taken 
to  preserve  their  authority,  and  to  prevent  instances  of  direct 
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and  wilful  diaobedience,  your  committee  will  state  in  it9 
proper  place,  taking  into  conatderation,  for  the  present,  tho 
proceediuga  relative  to  Mr.  Brietow,  and  to  Mahomed  Beza 
Khan,  wliich  were  altogether  in  the  same  spirit ;  but  as  they 
were  diverdified  in  the  circuraatancea  of  disobedience,  as  well 
from  the  case  of  Mr.  Fowke  aa  from  one  auotber,  and  a« 
these  circumatancee  tend  to  discover  other  dangerous  prin- 
citjiea  of  abuse,  and  the  general  prostrate  condition  ot  the 
authority  of  parliament  in  Bengal,  your  committee  proceed 
firat  to  make  some  obaervationa  upon  them. 

The  province  of  Oudc,  enlarged  by  the  accession  of 
aeveral  extensive  and  once  flourishing  territories,  that  ia,  by 
the  country  of  the  Rohillas,  the  district  of  Corah  and  Alla- 
habad, and  other  proWnces  betwist  the  Ganges  and  Jumna, 
ia  under  the  nominal  dominion  of  one  of  the  princes  of  the 
countrj',  called  Asoph  ul  Dowlah.  But  a  body  of  English 
troops  ia  kept  up  in  his  country  ;  and  the  greatest  part  of 
his  revenues  are,  by  one  description  or  another,  substantially 
ujider  the  administration  of  English  subjects.  He  ia  to 
all  purposes  a  dependent  prince.  Tlie  peraon  to  be  em- 
ployed m  his  dominions  to  act  for  the  committee  was  there- 
fore of  little  consequence  in  his  capacity  of  negotiator ;  but 
he  was  vested  with  a  trust,  great  and  critical  in  all  pe- 
cuniary affairs.  These  provinces  of  dependence  lie  out  of  the 
system  of  the  Company's  ordinary  admrnistration ;  and  trans- 
actiona  there  cannot  be  so  readily  brought  under  the  cogni- 
zance of  the  court  of  directors.  This  renders  it  the  more 
necessary,  that  the  residents  in  such  places  should  be  per- 
sons not  disapproved  of  by  the  court  of  directors.  They  are 
to  manage  a  permanent  interest,  which  ia  not,  like  a  matter 
of  political  negotiation,  variable,  and  which,  from  circum- 
stances, might  possibly  excuse  some  degree  of  discretionary 
latitude  in  construing  their  orders.  During  the  life-time  of 
General  Clavering  and  Colonel  Monson,  Mr.  Bristow  was 
appointed  to  this  presidency,  and  that  appointment,  being 
approved  and  confirmed  by  the  court  of  directors,  became  in 
elfect  their  own.  Mr.  Bristow  appears  to  have  Bho\vn  him- 
self a  man  of  talents  and  activity.  He  had  been  principal- 
ly concerned  in  the  negotiations,  by  which  the  Company's 
interest  in  the  higher  provinces  had  been  established ;  and 
thorn  services  were  considered  by  the  prosidency  of  Cal- 
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cntta  as  so  meritorious,  that  they  voted  him  ten  thou- 
sand pounda  as  a  reward,  with  many  expressions  of  esteem 
and  honour. 

Mr.  Bristow,  however,  was  recalled  by  Mr.  Hastings  and 
Mr.  Barwell,  who  had  then  acquired  the  majority,  without 
any  complaint  having  been  assigned  as  the  cause  of  his  re- 
moval, and  Mr.  Middleton  was  sent  in  his  atead  to  reside  at 
the  capital  of  Oude.  The  court  of  directors,  aa  soon  as  they 
could  be  apprized  of  this  extraordinary  step,  in  their  letter 
of  the  4th  of  July,  1777,  express  their  strongest  disapproba- 
tion of  it ;  they  order  Mr.  Middleton  to  be  recalled,  and  Mr. 
Bristow  to  be  reinstated  in  his  office.  In  December,  1778, 
they  repeat  their  order.  Of  these  repeated  orders  no  notice 
was  taken.  Mr.  Bristow,  fatigued  with  unsuccessful  private 
applications,  which  met  with  a  constant  refusal,  did  at 
length,  on  the  1st  of  May,  1780,  address  a  letter  to  the  board, 
making  his  claim  of  right ;  entitling  himself  to  his  offices 
under  the  authority  of  the  court  of  directors  ;  and  complain- 
ing of  the  hardsliipa  which  he  suffercd  by  the  delay  in  admit- 
ting him  to  the  exercise  of  it.  This  letter  your  committee 
have  inserted  at  large  in  the  fifth  report;  having  found 
nothing  whatsoever  exceptionable  in  it,  aUhough  it  seems  to 
have  excited  the  warmest  resentment  in  Mr.  Hastings. 

This  cLaiai  of  the  party  gave  no  new  force  to  the  order  of 
the  directors,  which  remained  without  any  attention  from  the 
board,  from  Jlr.  Bristow's  arrival  until  the  let  of  May,  and 
with  as  little  from  the  lat  of  May  to  the  iJnd  of  October  fol» 
lowing.  On  that  day  Mr.  Francis,  after  having  caused  the 
repeated  orders  of  the  court  of  directors  to  be  first  read, 
moved,  that  &lr.  Bristow  should  be  reinstated  in  hi  a  office. 
This  motion,  in  itself  just  and  proper  in  the  highest  degree, 
and  in  which  no  fault  could  be  found,  but  that  it  waa  not 
made  more  early,  was  received  by  Mr.  Haatinga  with  the 
greatest  marks  of  resentment  and  indignation.  He  declares 
in  his  minute,  that  "  were  the  most  determined  adversary  of 
the  British  nation  to  possess,  by  whatever  means,  a  share  in 
the  administration,  he  could  not  devise  a  measure  in  iUelf  so 
pernicious,  or  time  it  so  eflectually  for  tbo  ruin  of  the  British 
interests  in  India."  Then  turning  to  the  object  of  the  mo- 
tion, he  says,  "  I  will  ask,  who  is  Mr.  Bristow  ?  that  a  mem- 
ber of  the  administration  should,  at  such  a  i  ime,  hold  him 
forth  aa  an  instrument  for  the  degradation  of  the  first  exeat- 
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tive  member  of  this  ffovemment.  "WTiat  are  the  professed  ob- 
jects of  hia  appointment  P  WTiat  are  the  merits  and  services, 
or  what  the  qualifications,  which  entitle  him  to  such  un- 
common diatinction  ?  Is  it  for  hia  superior  integrity,  or  for 
his  eminent  abilities,  that  he  is  to  be  dignified  at  auch  hazard 
of  every  consideration,  that  ought  to  influence  the  members 
of  this  adminiBtration  ?  Of  the  former  (hia  integrity)  I  know 
no  proofs ;  I  am  sure  it  ia  not  an  evidence  of  it,  that  he  has 
been  enabled  to  make  himself  the  principal  in  such  a  competi- 
tion ;  and  for  the  t«st  of  his  ahilities  I  appeal  to  the  letter, 
which  he  has  dared  to  write  to  this  hoard,  and  which  I  am 
ashamed  to  say  we  have  mffered.  I  desire,  that  a  copy  of  it 
may  be  inserted  in  this  day's  proceedings,  that  it  may  stand 
before  the  eyea  of  every  member  of  the  board,  when  he  shall 
give  hie  vote  upon  a  question  for  giving  their  confidence  to  a 
man,  their  servant,  who  has  publicly  insulted  them,  his  masters, 
and  the  members  of  the  government,  to  whom  he  owes  his 
obedience ;  who,  aasuming  an  association  with  the  court  of 
directors,  and  erecting  himself  into  a  frihmial^  has  arraigned 
them  for  disobedience  of  orddTB,  passed  judgment  upon  them, 
and  condemned  or  acquitted  (hem  as  their  magistrate  or  stt- 
perior.  Let  the  board  consider,  whether  a  man,  poasesaed  of 
BO  independent  a  spirit,  who  has  already  shown  a  contempt  of 
their  authority,  who  has  shown  himself  so  wretched  an  advo- 
cate for  his  own  cause,  and  negotiator  for  his  own  interest, 
is  fit  to  be  trusted  with  the  guardianship  of  their  honour,  the 
execution  of  their  measures,  and  as  their  confidential  manager 
and  negotiator  with  the  princea  of  India.  A  a  the  motion  haa 
been  unaccompanied  by  any  reasona,  which  should  induce  the 
board  to  pasa  their  acquiescence  in  it,  I  presume  the  motion, 
which  preceded  it,  for  reading  the  orders  of  the  court  of 
directors,  was  intended  to  serve  as  an  argument  for  it,  as  well 
as  an  introduction  to  it.  The  last  of  those  was  dictated  the 
23rd  December,  1778,  almost  two  years  past.  They  were 
dictated  at  a  time,  when,  I  am  aorry  to  say,  the  court  of 
directors  were  in  the  habit  of  casting  reproach  upon  my  con- 
duct, and  heaping  indignities  upon  my  station."  ^M 
Had  the  language  and  opinions,  which  prevail  throughout^B 
thia  part  of  the  minute,  aa  well  as  in  all  the  others,  to  which 
your  committee  refer,  been  uttered  suddenly  and  in  a  passion, 
however  unprovoked,  some  sort  of  apology  might  be  made 
tor  the  g-overnor-generaL    But  when  it  was  produced  fiv« 
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luoQths  after  the  supposed  offence,  and  then  delivered  in 

writing,  which  always  implies  the  power  of  a  greater  degree 

of  recollection  and  self-command,  it  shows  bow  deeply  the 

prin^ples  of  disobedieiioo  bod  tftkt>B-poet^u  bis  mind,  and  of 

|i      an  assumpltDfi^fo  bimscLf  of  exorbitant  powers,  which  he 

^■ehooses  to  distingiiiah  by  the  titJe  of  "  Aw^rtro^ortrc."     In 

^^niia  also  will  be  found  au  obHciire  hint  of  the  cause  of  bis 

^^■ifiobedieiice,  which  jour  committee  conceive  to  allude  to  the 

^niain  c^u&e  of  the  disorders  in  the  goYemment  of  India, 

namely,  an  under-hand  eoramuDioatioa  with  Europe. 

Mr.  Hastings,  by  Lia  confidence  io  the  support  derived 
from  this  source,  or  from  the  habits  of  independent  power, 
is  carried  to  such  a  length,  as  to  consider  a  motion  to  obey 
the  court  of  directors  as  a  degradation  of  the  executire 
government  in  his  person.  He  looks  upon  a  claim  under 
that  authority,  and  a  complaint  that  it  has  produced  no  effect, 
as  a  pie^-e  of  daring  insolence,  which  he  is  ashamed  that  the 
board  has  suffered.  The  behaviour,  which  your  committee 
consider  as  so  intemperate  and  despotic,  he  regards  as  a 
culpable  degree  of  patience  and  forbearance.     Major  Seott, 

Ks  agent,  enters  so  much  into  the  principles  of  Mr.  Hast- 
gs's  conduct,  as  to  tell  your  committee,  that,  in  his  opinion, 
Drd  Clive  woidd  have  sent  home  Mr.  Bristow  a  prisoner 
upon  such  an  occaaiou.  It  ia  worthy  of  remark,  that  in  the 
very  same  breath  that  Mr.  Hastings  bo  heavily  condemns  a 
junior  officer  in  the  Company's  service  (not  a  servant  of  the 
council,  as  he  hazards  to  call  him,  but  their  fellow-servant) 
for  merely  complaining  of  a  supposed  injury,  and  requiring 
redress,  he  so  far  forgets  his  own  suborcliuation,  as  to  reject 
the  orders  of  the  court  of  directora  even  as  an  argument  in 
favour  of  appointing  a  person  to  an  office;  to  presume  to 
censure  his  undoubted  masters;  and  to  accuse  them  of  having 
been  "  in  a  habit  of  casting  reproaches  upon  him,  and  heaping 
indignities  on  his  station."  And  it  is  to  be  observed,  that 
this  censure  was  not  for  the  purpose  of  seeking  or  obtaining 
redress  for  any  injury,  but  appeared  rather  as  a  reason  for 
refusing  to  obey  their  lawful  commands.  It  is  plainly  im- 
plied in  that  miuute,  thatno  servant  of  the  Company,  in  Mr. 
Bristow's  rank,  would  dare  to  act  in  such  a  manner,  if  he 
had  not  by  indirect  moans  obtained  a  premature  fortune. 
This  oJone  is  sufficient  to  show  the  situation  of  the  Com- 
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pany's  servanta  in  tbe  aubordinate  situations,  when  the  mere 
claim  of  a  right  derived  from  the  sovereign  legal  power,  be- 
comea  fatal  not  only  to  the  objects  -which  they  pursue,  but 
deeply  wounds  that  reputation  both  for  ability  and  integrity, 
by  which  aloue  they  are  to  be  qualified  for  aav  other. 

If  anything  could  add  to  the  diaagreeable  situation  of 
those,  who  are  fiiihiiiitted  to  an  authority  conducted  on  such 
principles,  it  is  this  :  the  Company  haa  ordered,  that  no  com- 
plaint shall  be  made  iu  Europe  against  any  of  the  council 
without  being  previously  communicated  to  them ;  a  regular 
tion  formed  upon  grave  reasons  ;  and  it  was  certainly  made 
iu  favour  of  that  board.  But  if  a  person,  having  ground  of 
complaint  against  the  council,  by  making  use  of  the  mode 
prescribed  in  favour  of  that  very  councO,  and  by  complaining 
to  themselves,  commits  an  ol^ence,  for  whica  he  may  be 
justly  punished,  the  directors  have  not  regulated  the  mode  of 
complaint;  they  have  actually  forbidden  it;  they  have,  on 
that  supposition,  renounced  their  authority ;  and  the  whole 
Bystem  of  their  officers  ia  delivered  over  to  the  arbitrary  will 
of  a  few  of  their  chief  servants. 

During  the  whole  day  of  that  deliberation  things  wore  a 
decided  face.  Mr.  Hastings  stood  to  his  priaciples  in  their 
full  extent,  and  seemed  resolved  upon  unqualified  disobedi- 
eu.ce.  But,  as  the  debate  was  adjourned  to  the  day  following, 
time  was  given  for  expedients ;  aud  such  an  expedient  was 
hit  upon  by  Mr.  Hastings,  aa  vrill,  no  doubt,  be  unexpected 
by  the  House ;  but  it  serves  to  throw  new  lights  upon  the 
motives  of  aD  his  strugglea  with  the  authority  of  the  legis- 
lature. 

The  next  dav  the  council  met  upon  the  adjournment. 
Then  Mr.  Hasbngs  proposed,  as  a  compromise,  a  division  of 
the  object  in  question.  One  half  was  to  be  surrendered  to 
the  authority  of  the  court  of  directors,  the  other  was  reserved 
for  his  dignity.  But  the  choice  he  made  of  his  own  share  in 
this  partition  is  very  worthy  of  notice  :  he  had  taken  his  sols 
ground  of  objection  against  Mr.  Bristow  on  the  supposed  iU 
effect  that  such  an  appointment  would  have  on  the  minds  of 
the  Indian  powers.  He  said,  "  that  these  powers  could  have 
no  dependence  on  hia  fulfilling  his  engagements,  or  maintain' 
ing  the  faith  of  treaties,  which  he  might  offer  for  their  ac- 
ceptance, if  they  saw  him  treated  with  such  contempt/'   Mr. 


t 


OS  THE  Af  FAI&8   OF  INDIA. 


141 


Bristow's  appearing  in  a  political  cliaracter  was  the  whote  of 

his  complaint ;  jet,  when  he  comcB  to  a  voluntary  distribu- 
tion of  the  duties  of  the  office,  he  gives  Mr.  Briatow  those 
Ten'  political  negotiations,  of  which  but  the  day  before  he 
had  in  such  strong  terms  declared  hlin  jiersonally  incapable ; 
whose  appointment  he  considered  to  be  fatal  to  those  nego- 
tiations ;  and  which  he  then  spoke  of  aa  a  measure  in  ilse^ 
Buch  as  the  bitterest  adversary  to  Great  Britain  would  have 
proposed.  But,  having  thus  yielded  his  whole  ground  of 
ostensible  objection,  he  reserved  to  his  own  appoiutment  tlie 
entire  management  of  the  pecuniar}'  trust.  Accordingly  he 
named  Mr.  Bristow  for  the  former,  and  Mr.  Middletoa  for 
the  latter.  On  his  own  principles,  he  ought  to  have  done 
the  very  reverse.  On  every  justifiable  principle  he  ought  to 
have  done  so ;  i'or  a  servant,  who  for  a  long  time  resists  the 
orders  of  his  masters,  and  when  he  reluctantly  gives  way, 
obeys  them  by  halves,  ought  to  be  remarkably  careful  to 
make  his  actions  correspond  with  his  words,  and  to  put  him- 
Belf  out  of  all  suspicion  Mtth  regard  to  the  purity  of  his 
motives.  It  waa  possible,  that  the  political  reasons,  which 
were  solely  assigned  against  Mr.  Bristow's  appointment, 
might  have  been  the  real  motives  of  Mr.  Uastings'a  opposi- 
tion. But  these  he  totally  abandons,  and  holds  fast  to  the 
pecuniary  department.  Now,  as  it  is  notorious,  that  moat 
of  the  abuses  of  India  grow  out  of  money-dealing,  it  was 
peculiarly  unfit  for  a  servant,  delicate  mth  regard  to  his  re- 
putation, to  require  a  personal  and  confidential  agent  in  a 
situation  merely  official ;  in  which  secrfxy  and  persona] 
connexions  could  be  of  no  possible  use,  and  could  omy  serve 
to  excite  distrust.  Mjsttera  of  account  cannot  be  made  too 
public;  and  it  is  not  the  most  confidential  agent,  but  the 
most  responsible,  who  is  the  fittest  for  the  mauagemeut  of 
pecuniary  trusts.  That  man  wa^  the  fittest  at  once  to  do 
the  duty,  and  to  remove  all  suspicions  from  the  governor- 
general's  character,  whom,  by  not  being  of  his  appointment, 
he  could  not  be  supposed  to  favour  for  private  purposes ; 
who  must  naturally  stand  in  awe  of  his  inspection;  and 
whose  misconduct  could  not  possibly  be  imputable  to  him. 
Such  an  agency,  in  a  pecuniary  trust,  was  the  very  last  on 
which  Mr.  Hastings  ought  to  have  risked  his  disobedienctt 
to  the  orders  of  the  direction ;  or,  what  is  even  worse  for  hia 
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motivea,  a  direct  contradiction  to  all  tlie  principles  upon 
which  he  had  attempted  to  justify  that  bold  measure. 

The  conduct  of  Mr.  HastiDgs  in  the  affair  of  Mahomed 
Beza  Khan  was  an  act  of  diaobedienc©  of  the  samp  character, 
but  wrought  by  other  inatrmnenta.  "Wlien  the  Duanny  (or 
iiniTersal  perception  and  management  of  tlie  revenues)  of 
Bengal  waa  acquired  to  the  Company,  together  with  the  com- 
mand of  the  army,  the  Nabob,  or  governor,  natiu-allv  fell  into 
the  rank  rather  of  a  subject,  than  that  eveo  of  a  df pendent 
prince.  Yet  the  preservation  of  such  a  power  in  such  a  de- 
gree of  subordination  uith  the  criminal  jurisdictioo,  and  the 
care  of  the  public  order  annexed  to  it,  was  a  mee  and  laud- 
able policy.  It  preserved  a  portion  of  the  government  in  the 
hands  of  the  natives ;  it  kept  them  in  respect ;  it  rendered 
them  quiet  on  the  change ;  and  it  prevented  that  vast  king- 
dom from  wearing  the  dangerous  appearance,  and  still  more 
from  ainking  into  the  terrible  state,  of  a  country  of  conquest. 
Tour  committee  has  already  reported  the  manner  in  which 
the  Company  (it  must  be  allowed,  upon  pretences  that  vn\l 
not  bear  the  slightest  eiamination)  diverted  from  its  pur- 
poses a  great  part  of  the  revenues  appropriated  to  the  coun- 
try government ;  but  they  were  very  properly  anxious,  that 
what  remained  should  be  well  administered.  In  the  life-time 
of  General  Clavering  and  Colonel  Monson,  Mahomed  Eeza 
Khan,  a  man  of  rank  among  the  natives,  was  judged  by  them 
the  fittest  person  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  the  Nabob,  as  his 
naifa  or  deputy ;  an  office  well  known  in  the  ancient  constitu- 
tion of  these  provinces,  at  a  time  when  the  principal  ma- 
gistrates, by  nature  and  situation,  were  more  efficient.  This 
appointment  was  highly  approved,  and  in  consequence  con- 
firmed by  the  court  of  directors.  Mr.  Ilastiuga  and  Mr. 
Harwell,  however,  thought  proper  to  remove  him.  To  the 
authority  of  the  court  of  directors  they  opposed  the  request 
of  the  Nabob,  stating,  that  he  was  arrived  at  the  common 
age  of  maturity,  and  stood  in  no  need  of  a  deputy  to  manage 
hit  affairs.  On  former  occasions  Mr.  Hastings  conceived 
a  very  low  opinion  of  the  condition  of  the  person,  whom  ha 
thus  set  up  against  the  authority  of  his  masters.  "  On  a 
former  occasion,  (as  the  directors  tell  him,)  and  to  serve  a 
very  different  purpose,  he  Lad  not  scrupled  to  declare  it  aa 
fiaible  as  the  sun,  that  the  Nabob  was  a  mere  pageant,  Avith 
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out  even  the  shadow  of  authority."  But  on  this  occasion  lie 
became  more  substantial.  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Barwell 
yielded  to  his  representation,  that  a  deputy  waa  not  necee- 
Bary,  and  accordingly  Mahomed  Beza  Khan  was  removed 
from  his  ofBce. 

However,  lest  any  one  ahoidd  so  far  mistrust  their  imdeF- 
etanding  as  to  conceive  them  the  dupes  of  this  pretext,  they, 
■who  had  diaobeyed  the  Company's  orders  under  colour  that 
no  deputy  was  necessary,  immediately  appoint  another  deputy. 
This  independent  prince,  who,  us  Mr.  Hastings  said,  "  had 
an  incontestable  right  to  his  situation,  and  that  it  was  his  by 
inheritance,"  suddenly  Bhrunk  into  his  old  state  of  insignih- 
cance,  and  was  even  looked  upon  in  so  low  a  tight  as  to  re- 
ceive a  severe  reprimand  from  Mr.  IJastings  for  interposmff 
in  the  duties  of  hia  (the  deputy's)  office. 

The  Company's  orders,  censuring  this  transaction  in  the 
strongest  terms,  and  ordering  Maliomed  Eeza  Xhau  to  be 
immediately  restored  to  the  office  of  Naib  Subadar,  were 
Teceived  in  Calcutta  in  Novomber,  1779.  Mr.  Hastings 
acted  on  this  with  the  firmness  which  he  had  shown  on  other 
occasions  ;  but  in  his  principles  he  went  further.  Thinking 
himself  assured  of  some  extraordinary  support,  suitable  to 
the  open  and  determined  defiance  with  which  he  was  resolved 
to  oppose  the  lawful  authority  of  his  superiors,  and  to  exer- 
cise a  despotic  power,  he  no  longer  adhered  to  ilr.  Barwell's 
distinction  of  the  orders,  which  had  a  tendency  to  bring  lug 
government  into  disrepute.  This  distinction  afforded  suffi- 
cient latitude  to  disobedience.  But  here  he  disdained  aU 
sorts  of  colours  and  distinctions.  He  directly  set  up  an  in- 
dependent right  to  administer  the  government  according  to 
his  pleasure ;  and  he  went  so  far  as  to  bottom  hia  claim  to 
act  independently  of  the  court  of  directors  on  the  very  statute 
which  commanded  his  obedience  to  them. 

He  declared  roundly,  "that  he  should  not  yield  to  the 
authority  of  the  court  of  directors  in  anj/  instance  in  which 
it  should  require  his  conecssioa  of  the  rights  which  he  held 
under  an  act  of  parliament."  It  is  too  clear  to  stand  in  need 
of  proof,  that  he  neither  did  nor  could  hold  any  authority, 
that  was  not  fiubject,  in  every  particle  of  it,  and  in  every  in- 
stance in  which  it  could  be  eiereiaed,  to  the  orders  ct  the 
court  of  directora. 
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He  therefore  refueed  to  back  the  Company's  orders  ^i-ith 
any  requisition  from  himself  to  the  Nabob,  but  merely  suf- 
fered them  to  be  transmitted  to  him,  leaving  it  to  him  to  do 
just  aa  he  thought  proper.  The  Nabob,  who  called  Mr. 
Hastiaga  "  his  patron,  and  declared  he  would  never  do  any- 
thing without  hia  consent  and  approbation,"  perfectly  un- 
derstood this  kind  of  signification.  For  the  aecond  time,  the 
Nabob  recovered  from  hia  trance  of  pageantry  and  inaignifi- 
cancy,  and  collected  courage  enough  to  write  to  the  council 
in  these  terms :  "  I  administer  the  affairs  of  the  Nizamut, 
(the  government,)  whicb  are  the  affairs  of  my  man  family, 
by  my  own  authority,  and  shall  do  bo  ;  and  1  never  can,  on 
amf  accouni,  agree  to  the  appointment  of  the  Nabob  Ma- 
homed Eeza  Kh&ri  to  the  Naib  Suhahship."  Here  was  a 
second  independent  power  in  Bengal.  This  answer  from 
that  power  proved  as  satisfactory  aa  it  was  resolute.  No  ^M 
further  uotice  was  taken  of  the  orders  of  the  court  of  direct-  S 
OPS,  and  Mahomed  Eeza  KhAn  found  their  protection  much 
more  of  a  shadow,  than  the  pageant  of  power  of  which  he 
aspired  to  he  the  representative,  ^| 

This  act  of  disobedience  differs  from  the  others  in  one  par-  ™ 
tlcular,  which,  in  the   opinion   of  your  committee,  rather 
aggravates   than  extenuates   the  offence.       In   the  others, 
Messrs.  Hastings  and  Barwell  took  the  responsibility  on 
themselves ;  hero  they  held  up  the  pretext  of  the  country  ^m 
government.     However,  they  obtained  thereby  one  of  the  ^M 
objects,  vvliich  they  appear  to  have  systematically  pursued.       . 
As  they  had  in  the  other  instances  shown  to  the  British 
servants  of  the  Company,  that  the  directors  were  not  able  to 
protect  them,  here  the  same  lesson  was  taught  to  the  natives. 
Whilst  the  matter  lay  between  the  nalive  power  and  the 
servants,  the  former  was  considered  by  Mr.  Hastings  in  the 
most  contemptible  light.     When  the  question  was  between 
the  servauta  and  the  court  of  directors,  the  native  p»wer  was 
asserted  to  be  a  self-derived,  hereditary,  uncontroliahle  au-  fl 
thority,  and  encouraged  to  act  as  such.  ( 

In  this  manner  the  authority  of  the  British  legislatiiro 
was  at  that  time  treated  with  every  mark  of  reprobation  and 
contempt.  But  soon  after,  a  most  unexpected  change  took 
place,  by  which  the  persona,  in  whose  favour  the  court  of 
directors  had  in  vain  interposed*  obtained  specific  objecta, 
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which  had  been  refused  to  them ;  things  were,  however,  so 
well  contrived,  that  legal  authority  was  nearly  aa  much  af- 
fronted by  the  apparent  compliance  with  tlieir  orders,  as  by 
the  real  resistance  they  had  before  met  with.  AJ'ter  long 
and  violent  controversies,  an  agreement  took  place  between 
Mr.  IIastin|E;8  and  Mr.  IVaucis.  It  appears,  that  Mr. 
Hastings,  embarrassed  with  the  complicatea  wars  and  ruin- 
ous expenses  into  which  his  measures  had  brought  hini,  be- 
gan to  think  of  procuring  peace  at  home.  The  agreement 
originated  in  a  conversation,  held  on  Christmas-day,  1779, 
between  Major  Scott,  then  aid-de-camp,  and  now  agent,  to 
Mr.  Hastings,  and  Mr.  Diicarrel,  a  gentleman  high  in  the 
Company's  service  at  Calcutta.  Mr.  Scott,  in  consequence 
of  this  conversation,  was  authorieed  to  make  overtures  to 
Mr.  Francis  through  Mr.  Duuarrel ;  to  declare  Mr.  Uastings 
tired  of  controverayj  exprestsiug  his  wish  to  have  the  IMahratta 
war  entirely  left  to  him  : — tliat  there  were  certain  points  he 
could  not  give  up  ;  that  he  could  not  (for  reasons  he  then  as- 
signed) submit  to  the  restoration  of  Mr.  Fowke,  Mahomed 
Heza  Khan,  and  Mr.  Briatow ;  that  fte  had  not  the  smallest 
personal  objection  to  (hem,  and  would  willingly  provide  for 
them  in  any  other  line. 

Mr.  Francis,  in  this  treaty,  insisted  on  those  very  points, 
which  Mr.  Hastings  declared  he  could  never  give  up ;  and 
that  his  conditions  were  the  Company's  orders  ;  that  is,  the 
restoration  of  the  persons  whom  they  had  directed  to  be  re- 
stored. The  event  of  this  negotiation  was,  that  Mr.  Hast- 
ings at  length  submitted  to  Mr.  Francis,  and  that  Mr, 
Fowke  and  Mahomed  lieza  Klidn  were  reinstated  in  their 
situations. 

Your  committee  observe  on  this  part  of  the  transaction  of 
Mr.  Hastings,  that  as  long  as  the  question  stood  upon  his 
obedience  to  his  lawful  superiors,  so  long  he  considered  the 
restoration  of  these  persona  us  a  gross  iudigiiitv,  the  submit- 
ting to  which  would  destroy  all  his  credit  and  iuilueucc  in 
the  country.  But  when  it  was  to  accommodate  his  own  oc- 
casions iu  a  treaty  with  a  fullow-Bcr\'ant,  all  these  difficulties 
instantly  vanish  ;  and  he  finds  it  perfectly  consistent  with 
his  dignity,  credit,  and  iuliueuce,  to  do  for  Mr.  Francis  what 
he  had  refused  to  the  strict  aud  reiterated  injiuictionsof  the 
ccnrt  of  directors.     Tranquillity  was,  how^iver,  for  a  time 
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pt'stored  by  this  meaeure,  though  it  did  uot  continue  long. 
In  about  three  months  an  occasion  occiirred,  in  which  Mr. 
Francis  gave  some  opposition  to  a  measure  proposed  by  Mr. 
Hastings ;  which  brought  on  a  duel ;  upon  the  luischievoua 
effects  of  which  your  committee  have  alreadj  made  their  ob- 
eervationa. 

The  departure  of  Mr.  Francis  eoou  after  for  Europe 
opened  a  new  scene,  and  gave  rise  to  a  third  revolution. 
Lest  the  arrangement  with  the  servants  of  the  Company 
should  have  the  least  appearance  of  being  mistaken  for 
obedience  to  their  superiors,  Mr.  Francis  was  little  more 
than  a  month  gone,  when  Mr.  Fowke  was  again  recalled  from 
Benares,  and  Mr.  Bristow  soon  after  from  Oude.  In  these 
measures  Mr.  Hastings  has  combined  the  principles  of  dis- 
obedieuce,  which  he  had  used  in  all  the  cases  hitherto  stated. 
In  his  minute  of  consultation  on  tliia  recall  he  refers  to  his 
former  minutes ;  and  he  adds,  that  lie  has  "  a  recent  motive 
in  the  necessity  of  removing  any  circumstance,  which  may 
contribute  to  lessen  his  influence  in  the  eft'ect  of  any  nego- 
tiations, in  which  he  may  be  engaged  lu  the  prosecution  of 
his  intended  visit  to  Lucknow."  He  here  reverts  to  his  old 
plea  of  preserving  hia  influence ;  nut  content  with  this,  as  in 
the  case  of  Mahomed  Ei?za  Khan  he  had  called  in  the  aid  of 
the  Nabob  of  Bengal,  he  here  calls  in  the  aid  of  the  Nabob 
of  Oude,  who,  on  reasons  exactly  tftllying  with  those  given 
by  Mr.  Hastings,  desires  that  Mr.  Bristow  may  be  removed. 
The  true  weight  of  these  requisitious  will  appear,  if  uot  sufS- 
ciently  apparent  from  the  known  situation  of  the  parties,  by 
the  following  extract  of  a  letter  from  this  Nabob  of  Oude  to  hia 
agent  at  Calcutta,  desiring  him  to  acquaint  Mr.  Hastings, 
that  "  if  it  ia  proper  I  will  vrrite  to  the  king  [of  Great  Bri- 
tain] and  the  vizier  [one  of  his  Majesty's  ministers]  and 
the  chief  of  the  Company,  in  siirk  a  manner  as  he  shall  di- 
rect, and  in  the  words  that  he  shall  order,  tliat  Mr.  Briatow's 
views  may  be  thwarted  there."  Tlrere  is  no  doubt  of  the 
entire  co-operation  of  the  Nabob  Asoph  ul  Dowlah  in  all  the 
designs  of  Mr.  Hastings,  and  in  thwarting  the  views  of  any 
persons,  who  place  their  reliance  on  the  authority  of  this 
kingdom. 

Aa  usual,  the  court  of  directors  appear  in  their  proper 
order  in  the  procession.    After  this  third  act  of  disobedience 


J 


0?r   THE   ATTAIBS   OF    IXDIA. 


147 


with  regard  to  the  same  person  and  the  same  office,  and  after 
ag  the  proceedings  unwarrantahle,  "  in  order  to  vindicate 
and  uphold  their  moti  authoriti/,  and  thinking  it  a  duty  in- 
aimbent  on  them  to  maintain  the  anthority  of  the  court  of 
directors,"  they  again  order  Mr.  Bristow  to  be  reinstated, 
and  Mr.  Middletou  to  be  reoaUed ;  in  this  circle  the  whole 
moves  with  great  regularity. 

The  extraordinary  operations  of  IVIr.  Hastings,  that  soon 
after  followed  in  every  department,  which  was  the  subject 
of  all  these  acts  of  disoheaience,  have  made  them  appear  in 
a  light  pecuharly  unpropitious  to  his  cause.  It  is  but  too 
probable  from  kia  own  accounta,  that  he  meditated  some 
strong  measure,  both  at  Benares  and  at  Oude,  at  the  very 
time  of  the  removal  of  those  oflScera.  He  declares  ho  knew, 
that  his  conduct  in  those  places  was  such  as  to  lie  very  open 
to  mahcious  representations.  He  must  have  been  senaible, 
that  he  was  open  to  such  representatioua  from  the  begin- 
ning ;  he  was  therefore  impelled  by  every  motive,  which 
ought  to  influence  a  man  of  sense,  by  no  means  to  disturb 
the  order  which  he  had  last  established. 

Of  this,  bowever,  he  took  no  care ;  but  he  was  not  so  in- 
attentive to  the  satiafactinu  of  the  suffercra,  either  in  poiJit 
of  honour  or  interest.  This  was  moat  strongly  marked  in 
the  ease  of  Mr.  Fowke.  Hia  reparation  to  that  geutleniau, 
in  point  of  honour,  is  ftdl  as  possible.  Mr.  Hastings  "  de- 
clared, that  he  approved  hia  character  nud  his  conduct  iu 
office,  and  believed,  that  he  might  depend  upon  his  exact  atid 
literal  obedience  andjidelitt/  in  the  execution  of  the  functions 
annexed  to  it."  Such  is  the  character  of  the  man,  whom  Mr. 
Hastings  a  second  time  removed  from  the  oflice,  to  which 
he  told  the  court  of  directora,  in  his  letter  of  the  3rd  of 
March,  1780,  he  had  appointed  him  in  conibrmity  to  their 
orders.  Ou  the  1-lth  ot  January,  1781,  he  again  finds  it  an 
indispensable  obh'gatiou  in  him  to  exercise  powers  "  inhe- 
rent in  the  constitution  of  his  government."  On  this  prin- 
ciple he  claimed  "  the  right  of  nominating  the  agent  of  his 
own  choice  to  the  residence  of  Benares ;  that  it  in  a  repre- 
sentative situation ;  that  speaking  for  luysclf  alone  it  may 

sufficient  to  say,  that  Mr.  Francis  Fowke  is  not  itiy  agent ; 

U  I  cannot  give  him  mi/  confidence ;  that,  while  he  con- 
tinues at  Benares,  he  stands  as  a  screen  between  the  Hajnb 
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and  thiB  goTernment^  instead  of  an  instrument  of  contr 
that  the  Eajah  himself,  and  every  chief  in  Hiiidostftn,  will 
regard  it  aa  the  pledge  and  foundation  of  hia  independence." 
Here  Mr.  Hastings  has  got  hack  to  his  old  principles,  where 
he  takes  post  as  on  strong  ground.  This  he  declares  "  to 
be  his  objection  to  Jlr.  Fowke,  and  that  it  is  insuperable." 
The  very  line  before  this  paragraph  he  wi-ites  of  this  person, 
to  whom  he  could  not  give  his  confidence,  that  "  ho  believed 
he  might  depend  upon  his  Jidelittf,  and  Lis  exact  and  literal 
obedieBce."  Mr.  Heott,  who  is  authorized  to  defend  Mr. 
Hastings,  supported  the  same  principles  before  your  com- 
mittee by  a  comparison,  that  avowedly  reduces  the  couitof, 
directors  to  the  stiite  of  a  party  against  their  servants, 
declared,  that  in  hia  opinion  "  it  would  be  just  as  absurd  \ 
derive  him  of  the  power  of  nominating  liia  ambassador  i 
Benares,  aa  it  would  be  to  force  on  the  ministrt/  of  this  coun- 
try an  ambiuaador  from  the  opposition.^^  8uch  is  the  opinion 
entertained  in  Bengal,  and  that  but  too  effectually  realized, 
of  the  relation  between  the  principal  servauta  of  the  Com- 
pany and  the  court  of  directors.  ^H 

So  far  the  reparation,  in  point  of  honour,  to  ]V£r.  Fowk4| 
was  complete.     The  reparation  in  point  of  interest,  your 
committee  do  Dot  find  to  have  been  equally  satisfactory  ;  but 
they  do  find  it  to  be  of  the  most  extraordinary  nature,  and  of 
the  most  mischievous  example.     Mr.  Fowke  had  been  de- 
prived of  a  place  of  rank  and  honour ;  the  place  of  a  public 
Vackeel,  or  representative.      The  reeompence  provided  for 
him  ia  a  succession  to  a  contract.     Mr.  Hastings  moved,  that 
on  the  expiration  of  Colonel  Morgan's  contract  he  should  be 
appointed  agent  to  aU  the  boats  employed  for  the  military 
service  of  that  establishment,  with  a  commission  of  15  per 
cent,   on   all  disbursements   in  that  office ;    permitting  5lr. 
Fowke,  at  the  same  time,  to  draw  hia  allowance  of  a  hundreds- 
pounds  a  month,  as  resident,  until  the  expiration  of  the  con^H 
tract,  and  for  three  months  after.  ^^ 

Mr.  Hastings  ia  himself  struck,  as  every  one  must  be,  with 
BO  extraordinary  a  proceeding  -,  the  principle  of  which  he 
observes  "  is  liable  to  one  material  objection."  That  one  is 
material  indeed ;  for  no  limit  being  laid  down  for  the  ex- 
pense, in  which  the  per-ceutage  is  to  arise,  it  is  the  direct 
interest  of  the  person  employed  to  make  his  department  ai 
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expensive  as  possible,  To  this  Mr.  Hastings  answers,  that 
"  he  is  convinced  by  esperienoe  it  will  be  better  performed ;" 
and  yet,  be  immediately  after  aubjoiiis,  "  this  deject  can  only 
be  corrected  by  the  probity  of  the  person  intrusted  with  bo 
important  a  charge;  and  I  am  willing  to  have  it  understood 
as  a  proof  of  the  co/ijiiiertce  I  repose  in  Mr.  Fowhe,  that  I 
have  proposed  liia  apjjointiiieut,  in  opposition  to  a  general 
principle,  to  a  truat  so  constituted." 

In  the  beginning  of  this  very  minute  of  consultation,  Mr. 
Haatinga  reuiovea  Mr.  Fowke  from  the  residency  of  Benarea, 
because  "he  cannot  give  him  his  confidence;"  and  yet,  be- 
fore the  pen  is  out  of  his  hand,  he  violates  one  of  the  soundest 
general  principles  in  the  Avhole  system  of  dealing,  in  order  to 
give  a  proof  of  the  confidence  he  reposes  in  that  gentleman. 
This  aj)parent  gross  contradiction  is  to  be  reconciled  but  by 
one  way ;  which  is,  that  confidence  \dt\\  Mr.  Hastings  comes 
and  goes  with  his  opposition  to  legal  authority.  Where  that 
authority  recommends  any  person,  his  confidence  in  him 
vanishes ;  but,  to  show  that  it  is  the  authority  and  not  the 
person  he  opposes,  when  tliat  is  out  of  sight,  there  is  no  rule 
so  aacred,  wkich  is  not  to  be  violated  to  manifest  his  real 
esteem  and  perfect  trust  in  the  person  whom  he  has  rejected. 
However,  by  overturning  genend  principles  to  complinient 
Mr.  Fowke's  integrity,  he  does  all  in  hia  power  to  corrupt  it ; 
at  the  same  time  he  establishes  an  example,  that  must  either 
subject  all  future  dealings  to  the  same  pernieious  clause,  or 
which,  being  omitted,  must  become  a  strong  implied  charge 
on  the  integrity  of  those,  who  sliall  hereafter  be  excluded 
from  a  trust  so  constituted. 

It  is  not  foreign  to  the  object  of  your  committee  in  this 
part  of  their  observations,  which  relates  to  the  obedience  to 
orders,  to  remark  upon  the  manner,  in  which  the  orders  of 
the  court  of  directors,  with  regard  to  this  kind  of  dealing  in 
contracts,  are  observed.  These  orders  relate  to  contracts ; 
and  they  contain  two  standing  regulations. 

Ist,  That  all  contracts  shall  be  publicly  advertised,  and 
that  the  most  reasonable  proposals  shall  be  accepted. 

2ndly,  That  two  contracts,  those  of  provisions  and  for  car* 
riage  bullocks,  shall  be  only  annual. 

These  orders  are  undoubtedly  some  correctives  to  the 
ftbuses,  which  may  arise  in  this  very  critical  article  of  pubiio 
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dealing.  But  the  House  Trill  remark,  that  if  the  business 
usually  carried  on  by  contracts  can  be  converted  at  pleasure 
into  ngt>ncics,  like  tliat  of  Mr.  Fowke,  all  these  regulations 
perish  of  course  ;  and  there  is  no  direction  whatsoever  for 
restraining  the  moat  prodigal  and  corrupt  bargains  for  the 
public. 

Tour  committee  have  inquired  into  the  observance  of  theee 
necessary  regulations ;  and  tliey  find,  that  they  have,  like  the 
rest,  been  entirely  contemned,  and  contemned  with  entire 
impunity.  After  tlie  period  of  Coloael  Monson's  death,  and 
Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr,  Harwell  obtained  the  lead  iu  the 
comicil,  the  contracts  were  disposed  of  without  at  all  adver- 
tising for  proposals.  Tliose  in  1777  were  given  for  three 
ycara ;  and  the  gentlemen  in  question  growing,  by  habit  and 
encouragement,  into  more  boldness,  in  1779  the  conti-acts 
wore  dis[>osod  of  for  five  yf"ara ;  and  this  they  did  at  the  eve 
of  the  expiration  of  their  own  appointment  to  the  govern- 
ment. Thia  increase  in  the  length  of  the  contracts,  though 
contrary  to  orders,  might  have  admitted  some  eicuae,  if  it 
had  beeji  made,  even  in  appearance,  the  means  of  leaaening 
the  expense.  But  the  advantages  allowed  to  the  contractors, 
inBtead  of  being  diminished,  wei-e  enlarged,  and  in  a  manner 
far  beyond  the  proportion  of  the  enlargement  of  terms.  Of 
thia  abuse  and  eontemptof  orders  a  judgment  may  be  formed 
by  the  suiglc  contract  for  supplying  the  army  with  draught 
and  carriage  bullocks.  As  it  stood  at  the  expiration  of  the 
contract  in  1779,  the  expense  of  that  service  wa«  about  one 
thousand  three  hundred,  pounds  a  mouth.  By  the  new  con- 
tract, given  away  in  September  of  that  year,  the  service  was 
raised  to  the  enormous  sum  of  near  six  thousand  pounds  a 
month.  The  monthly  increase  therefore,  being  four  thousand 
Beven  hundred  pounds,  it  constitutes  a  total  increase  of 
charges  for  the  Company,  in  the  five  years  of  the  contract,  of 
no  less  a  sum  than  two  hundred  and  thirty-five  tliouaand 
pounds.  Now,  as  the  former  contract  was,  \vithout  dorJst, 
sufiiciently  advantageous,  a  judgment  may  be  formed  of  tho 
estravaganco  of  the  present.  The  terms,  indeed,  pass  the 
bonnda  of  all  allowance  for  negligence  and  ignorance  of  office. 

The  case  of  Mr.  Bellis's  contract  for  supplying  provision* 
to  the  fort  is  of  the  aamo  description  ;  and,  what  exceedingly 
increases  the  suspicion  against  thia  profusion  in  contmcta, 
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made  in  direct  violation  of  orders,  is,  tbat  tbev  are  alwayn 
found  to  be  given  in  favour  of  persona  cloeeiy  connected 
with  Mr.  Hastings  in  his  family,  or  even  in  his  actual  service. 

The  principles,  upon  which  Sir.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Baiv 
well  justify  this  didobedience,  if  admitted,  reduce  the  Coin- 
pony's  govemment,  so  far  as  it  rejrards  the  supreme  council, 
to  a  mere  patronage ;  to  a  mere  power  of  nominating  per- 
sons to,  or  removing  them  from,  an  authority,  which  is  not 
only  despotic  with  regard  to  those  who  are  subordinate  to 
it,  but,  in  aU  its  acts,  entirely  independent  of  the  legal  power, 
■which  ia  nominally  superior.  These  are  priueiples  du-ectlv 
leading  to  the  destruction  of  the  Company's  government.  A. 
correspondent  practice  beiug  established,  (as  in  this  ease  of 
contracts  as  well  as  others  it  baa  boon,)  the  means  are  turn- 
bbed  of  effectuating  this  purpose  ;  for  the  common  superior, 
the  Company,  having  no  power  to  regulate  or  to  support 
their  own  appoiutmentg,  nor  to  remove  those  whom  they 
wish  to  remove,  nor  to  prevent  the  contracts  from  being 
mado  use  of  against  their  interest,  all  the  English  in  UengaL 
must  natiu*ally  look  to  the  next  in  authority ;  they  must 
depend  upon,  follow,  and  attach  themselves  to  him  solely. 
And  thus  a  party  may  be  formed  of  the  whole  Hystcra  of  chil 
and  military  servants,  for  the  support  of  the  subordinate  and 
defiance  of  the  supreme  power. 

Your  committee  being  led  to  attend  to  the  abuse  of  con- 
tracts, which  are  given  upon  principles  fatal  to  the  sub- 
ordination of  tho  8er\-ice,  and  in  defiance  of  orders,  revert  to 
the  disobedience  of  orders  ia  the  case  of  Mahomed  Heza 
Khan. 

This  transaction  is  of  a  piece  with  those  that  preceded  it. 
On  the  6th  of  July,  1781,  Mr.  Hastings  annouufed  to  the 
board  the  arrival  of  a  messenger,  and  introduced  a  requisition 
from  the  young  Xabob  Mobarck  ul  Dowla,  "  that  he  might 
be  permitted  to  dispoie  of  his  own  stipend^  withoj/i  being  made 
to  depend  on  the  will  of  anot/ier."  In  favour  of  this  requisi- 
tion  Mr.    Hastings   urged   vajious   arguments :— that   the 

abob  cotdd  no  longer  be  deemed  a  minor ; — that  he  was 

enty-six  years  of  age,  and  father  of  many  children  ; — that 
his  understanding  vaxa  much  improved  of  late  by  an  attention 
to  his  education  ; — that  these  circumstances  gave  him  a  claim 
to  the  uncoutroEed  exercise  of  domestic  authority ;  and  it 
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might  reasonably  be  supposed,  that  he  would  pa; 
regard  ta  a  just  economy  in  his  own  family  thai 
observed  by  those  who  were  aliens  to  it.  For  tbeae  reasoDB 
Mr.  Hastings  recommended  to  the  board,  that  Mahomed 
Heza  Khan  should  be  immediately  divested  of  the  office  of 
superintendent  of  the  Nabob's  houaehold,  and  that  the  Nabob 
Mobarfk  ul  Dowla  should  he  intrusted  ipiik  the  exclusive  and 
entire  receipts  and  dishttrsements  of  his  stipend,  and  the  UH' 
controlled  management  and  regulation  of  his  household. — • 
Thua  far  your  committee  are  of  opinioUj  that  the  eoncluaion 
eorrespoiida  with  the  premises ;  for,  aupposing  the  fact  to 
be  eHtabliabed,  or  admitted,  that  the  Nabob,  in  point  of  age, 
capacity,  and  judgment,  was  qualified  to  act  for  hunseli^  it 
Beema  reaBonaole  that  the  management  of  his  domestic  af- 
fairs should  not  be  withheld  from  him.  On  this  part  of  the 
proceeding  your  committee  will  only  observe,  that  if  it  were 
strietly  true,  that  the  Nabob's  understanding  had  been  much 
improved  of  late  by  an  attention  to  hia  education,  (which 
seems  an  extraordinary  way  of  describing  the  qualifications 
of  a  man  of  sii-and-twenty,  the  father  of  many  children,) 
the  merit  of  such  improvement  must  be  attributed  to  Ma- 
homed Reza  Khan,  who  was  the  only  person  of  rank  and 
character  connected  with  him,  or  who  coiUd  be  supposed  to 
have  any  influence  over  him.  Mr.  Hastings  himself  re- 
proaches the  Nabob  with  raiting  mean  men  to  be  his  com- 
panions ;  and  tells  him  plainly,  that  some  persons,  both  of  bad 
character  and  base  origin,  had  found  the  means  of  insinuating 
themselves  into  his  company  and  constant  fellowship. — In  such 
society  it  ia  not  likely  that  either  the  Nabob's  morals  or  his 
understanding  could  have  been  much  improved;  nor  could 
it  be  deemed  prudent  to  leave  him  without  any  check  upon 
his  conduct, — Mr.  Ha-stings's  opinion  on  this  point  may  be 
collected  from  what  he  did,  but  by  no  means  from^  what  be  ^d 
said,  on  the  occasion.  ^| 

The  House  will  naturally  eipect  to  find,  that  the  Nabob's 
request  was  granted,  and  that  the  resolution  of  the  board 
was  conformable  to  the  terms  of  Mr.  Hastings's  recomraend- 
fttion.  Yet  the  fact  is  directly  the  reverse.  Mr.  Hastings, 
after  advising,  that  the  Nabob  should  be  intrusted  with  the  ex- 
clusive and  entire  receipts  and  disbursements  of  his  stipend, 
immediately  corrects  that  iulrice,  beittg  aware,  that  Sf  sudden 
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muJ  unlimited  n  disposal  of  a  large  revenue  might  at  first  en- 
tourage  a  spirit  of  dissipation  in  the  Nabob ;  and  reserves  to 
himself  a  power  of  establishiag,  tpith  the  Nabob's  corisent, 
such  a  plan  for  the  regulation  and  equal  di!<tribution  of  the 
Nabob's  expenses,  as  should  be  adapted  to  the  dissimilar  ap- 
pearances of  preserving  his  interests  and  his  independence  at 
the  same  time.  On  the  name  eoniplicated  principles  the  8ub- 
■equeut  resolution  of  the  hoard  professes  to  allow  the  Nabob 
the  majiagement  of  hia  stipend  and  expenses ;  with  a  hope, 
however,  (which,  considering  the  relative  situation  of  the 
parties,  could  be  nothing  lesa  than  an  iiijuncticm,)  that  he 
■would  Bubinit  to  such  a  plan  as  should  be  agreed  on  between 
kim  and  the  govemor-genenil. 

The  drift  of  these  contradictions  is  suflirieutly  apparent^ 
Mahomed  Eeza  Kh&n  was  to  be  divested  of  his  office  at  all 
events,  and  the  management  of  the  Nabob's  stipend  com- 
mitted to  other  hands.  To  accomplish  the  first,  the  Nabob 
is  said  to  be  "  now  arrived  at  that  time  of  life  when  a  man 
may  be  supposed  capable,  if  ever,  of  managing  his  own  con- 
cerns." ^hen  tWa  principle  has  answered  the  momentary 
purpose  for  which  it  was  produced,  we  find  it  immediately 
discarded,  and  an  opposite  resolution  formed  on  an  opposite 
principle,  >'iz.  that  he  shall  not  have  the  management  of  his 
own  concerns  in  consideration  of  his  want  of  experience, 

Mr.  Hastings,  on  his  arrival  at  Moorshedabad,  gives  Mr. 
Wheler  an  account  of  his  interview  with  the  Nabob,  and  of 
the  Nabob's  implicit  submission  to  his  advice.  The  princi- 
pal, if  not  the  sole,  object  of  the  whole  operation  appears 
from  the  result  of  it.  Sir  Jolm  D'Oyiy,  "■  gentleman  in 
whom  Mr.  Hastings  places  parrieular  confidence,  sueceeda 
to  the  office  of  Mahomed  fieza  Khao,  and  to  the  same  con- 
trol over  the  Nabob's  expenses.  Into  the  hands  of  this  gen- 
tleman the  Nabob's  stipend  was  to  be  immediafehf  paid,  a* 
even/  intermediate  channel  would  be  an  unavoidable  cause  of 
delay  ;  and  to  his  advice  the  Nabob  was  required  to  give  the 
same  attention  as  if  it  were  given  by  Mr.  Hastings  himself. 
One  of  the  conditions  prescribed  to  the  Nabob  was,  that  he 
should  admit  no  Englishman  to  his  presence  without  previ- 
ously consulting  Sir  John  D'Oyly  ;  and  he  must  forbid  any 
person  of  that  nation  to  be  intruded  without  his  introduction. 
On  these  arrangements  it  need  only  be  observed,  that  a 
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Tneaeure  whict  sets  out  with  professing  to  relieve  tbe  Nabob 
from  a  state  of  perpetual  pupilage,  coacludea  with  delivering 
not  only  his  fartuno  but  his  person  to  the  custody  of  a  par- 
ticular friend  of  Mr.  llastinga. 

The  infitructions  given  to  the  Nabob  contain  other  pas- 
Bages  that  merit  attention.  In  one  place  Mr.  Hastings  tells 
him,  "  you  have  otl'ered  to  give  up  the  sum  of  four  lacks  of 
rupees  to  be  allowed  the  free  uae  of  the  remainder ;  but  this 
we  have  refused."  In  another  he  saya,  that  "  os  mam/  mat- 
ters will  occur,  which  cannot  he  so  easili/  explained  by  letter  a* 
hi/  conversation,  I  desire,  that  you  will,  on  such  occasions, 
give  your  orders  to  Sir  John  D'Oyly  reepecting  such  points 
aa  you  may  desire  to  have  imparted  to  me.''  The  offer  al- 
luded to  in  the  firat  passage  does  not  appear  in  the  Na- 
bob's letters,  therefore  must  have  been  in  conversation,  and 
declined  by  Mr.  Hastings  without  consulting  hia  colleague. 
A  refiisal  of  it  might  have  been  proper ;  but  it  supposes  a 
degree  of  incapacity  in  the  Nabob  not  to  be  reconciled  to 
the  principles,  on  vhich  Maliomed  Eeza  Khan  was  removedj 
from  the  management  of  his  aflairs. 

Of  the  matters  alluded  to  in  tlie  second,  and  whicb,  it  iB 
eaid,  coukl  not  he  so  easily  explained  hy  letters  as  in  eonversO' 
tion,  no  explanation  is  given.  Yoiir  committee  will  therefore 
leave  them,  aa  Mr.  Ilaatings  has  done,  to  the  opinion  of  the 
House. 

As  soon  as  the  Nabob's  requisition  was  communicated 
the  board,  it  was  moved,  and  resolved,  that  Mahomed  Reza 
KhS.n  should  be  divested  of  his  office ;  and  the  House  havi 
seen  in  what  manner  it  was  disposed  of.  The  Nabob  had 
stated  various  complaints  against  him: — that  he  had  dis- 
misseJ  tlie  old  established  servants  of  the  Nizamut,  and  filled 
their  places  with  his  own  dependents  r — that  he  had  regu- 
larly received  the  stipend  of  the  Nizamut  from  the  Company, 
yet  had  kept  the  IS'abob  involved  in  debt  and  distress,  and 
exposed  to  the  clamours  of  liis  creditors  ;  and  sometimes  even 
in  want  of  a  dinner.  AH  tlrese  coinplainta  were  recorded  at 
large  in  the  proceedings  of  the  council ;  but  it  does  not  ap- 
pear, that  they  were  ever  conmiuuicated  to  Mahomed  Eeza 
Kh&n,  or  that  he  was  ever  called  upon,  in  any  shape,  to  an- 
Bwer  them.  This  circumstance  inclines  your  committee  to 
believe,  that  all  of  these  charges  were  groundless  ;  especially 


zaH 


A 


Oir   TUI   ATFAIBS   OF   I5DIA- 


155 


SB  it  appears  on  the  face  of  the  proceedings,  that  the  ehief  of 
them  were  not  well  founded,  flir.  Hastings,  in  his  letter  to 
Mr.  Wheler,  urges  the  necessity  of  tlie  monthly  payment  of 
the  Nabob's  stipend  being  rcgularlr/  made;  ami  anys,  that  to 
relieve  the  Nabob's  present  wants,  he  had  direoted  the  resi- 
dent to  raise  an  immediate  supply  on  the  credit  of  the  Com- 
pany, to  be  repaid  from  the  first  reeeipts.  Trom  hence  your 
committee  conclude,  that  the  monthly  payments  had  not  feeen 
regularly  made;  and  that  whatever  distresses  the  Nabob  might 
have  suffered  must  have  been  owing  to  the  governor-general 
and  council,  not  to  Mahomed  lieza  Khan  ;  who,  for  aught  that 
appears  to  the  contrary,  paid  away  the  stipend  »a  fast  as  he 
received  it.  Had  it  been  otherwise,  that  is,  if  Mahomed 
Reza  Khan  had  resened  a  balance  of  the  Nabob's  money  in 
his  hands,  he  ehoxdd,  and  wndoubtedly  he  would,  have  been 
called  upon  to  pay  it  in  ;  and  then  there  would  have  been  no 
necessity  for  raising  an  immediate  supply  by  other  means. 

The  transaction,  on  the  whole,  speaks  very  sufficiently  for 
itself.  It  is  a  gross  instance  of  repeated  disobedience  to 
repeated  orders ;  and  it  is  rendered  particularly  offensive  to 
the  authority  of  the  court  of  directors  by  the  frivolous  and 
contradictory  reasons  assigned  for  it.  But,  whether  the 
Nabob's  requisition  was  reasonable  or  not,  the  govemor- 
general  and  council  were  precluded  by  a  special  instruction 
trom  complying  with  it.  Ihe  dli-ectorSj  in  their  letter  of  the 
14th  of  February,  1779,  declare  that  a  resolution  of  council, 
(taken  by  Mr.  t'raucis  and  Mr  Wheler,  in  the  absence  of 
Mr.  Barw^ell,)  viz.  "  that  the  Nabob's  letter  should  be  re- 
ferred to  them  for  their  decision;  and  that  no  resolution 
should  be  taken  in  Bengal  on  his  requisitions,  witliout  their 
special  orders  and  instructions,"  was  very  proper.  They  pru- 
dently resen'ed  to  themselves  the  right  of  deciding  on  such 
questions  ;  but  they  reserved  it  to  no  puqiose.  In  England 
the  authority  is  purely  formal.  In  Bengal  the  power  ia  posi- 
tive and  real.  When  they  clash,  their  opposition  sei-vea  only 
to  degrade  the  authority  that  ought  to  predominate,  and  to 
exalt  the  power  that  ought  to  be  dependent. 

Since  tJ>e  closing  of  the  above  report  many  material  papers 
have  arrived  from  India,  and  have  been  laid  before  yoic  com- 
mittee :  that,  which  they  think  it  most  immediately  nece* 
■ary  to  annex  to  the  Appendix  to  this  report,  is  the  resolu* 
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Hon  of  the  council-geiieTal  to  allow  to  the  memhers  of  the 
board  of  trade,  resideut  iti  Calcutta,  a  t-harg'e  of  5  peF  cent, 
on  the  sale  in  England  of  the  investment  formed  npon  their 
second  plan,  namely,  that  plan  which  had  been  commimicated 
to  Lord  Macartney.  Tho  investment  on  this  plan  is  stated 
to  be  raised  from  £800,000  to  £1,000,000  sterHng. 

It  is  on  all  accouuts  a  very  memorable  transjiction,  and 
tends  to  bring  on  a  heavy  burthen,  operating  in  the  nature 
of  a  tax,  laid  by  their  own  authoritj'  on  the  gooda  of  their 
maatera  in  England.  If  such  a  compensation  to  the  hoard, 
of  trade  was  necessary  on  account  of  their  engagement  to 
take  no  further  (that  is  to  say,  no  imlawful)  emolument,  it 
implies,  that  the  practice  of  making  siuch  unlawful  emolu- 
ment had  formerly  existed;  and  your  committee  think  it 
very  estraordiuarj'-,  that  the  first  notice  the  Company  had 
received  of  auch  a  practice  should  be,  in  taring  them  for  a 
compensation  for  a  partial  abolition  of  it,  secured  on  the 
parole  of  honour  of  those  very  persons,  who  are  supposed  to 
have  been  guilty  of  this  unjustiiiahle  conduct.  Your  com- 
mittee consider  this  engagement,  if  kept,  as  only  a  partial 
abolition  of  the  implied  corrupt  practice,  because  no  part  of 
the  compensation  is  given  to  the  members  of  the  board  of 
trade,  who  reside  at  the  several  factories,  though  their  means 
of  abuse  are  without  all  comparison  greater ;  and  if  the  cor- 
ruption was  supposed  so  extensive  as  to  be  bought  off  at 
that  price  where  the  means  were  fewer,  the  House  will  judg« 
liow  hv  the  tax  has  purchased  off  the  evil. 


I 
I 


ELEVEKTH  REPORT, 


From  the  Select  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  oon- 
eideration  the  state  of  the  Adiniimtratiou  of  Justice  in 
the  proviocea  of  Bengal,  Bahor,  and  Orisaa,  and  to  report 
the  same,  as  it  shall  appear  to  them,  to  the  House ;  with 
their  observations  thereupon  ;  and  who  were  instructed  to 
consider  how  the  British  PosgeasionB  in  the  East  ladies 
may  be  held  and  governed  with  the  greatest  aecurity  and 
advantage  to  thia  Country ;  and  by  what  means  the  hap- 
piness of  the  Native  Inhabitants  may  be  beat  promoted. — 
(1783.) 

TotlE  committee,  in  the  courue  of  their  inquiry  into  the 
obedience  yielded  by  the  Company's  servants  to  the  orders 
of  the  court  of  directors,  (the  authority  of  which  orders  had 
been  strengthened  by  the  regiUating  act  of  1773,)  could  not 
overlook  one  of  the  most  essential  objetta  of  that  act,  and 
of  those  orders,  namely,  the  taking  of  gifts  and  presents. 
These  pretended  free  gifts  from  the  natives  to  the  Com- 
pany's servants  in  power  had  never  been  authorized  by  law ; 
they  are  contrarj-  to  the  covenants  formerly  entered  into  by 
the  president  and  council ;  they  ai"©  strictly  forbidden  by  the 
act  of  parliament ;  and  forbidden  upon  grounds  of  the  most 
substantial  policy. 

Before  the  regulating  act  of  1773,  the  allowaneeB  made  by 
the  Company  to  the  presidentB  of  Bengal  were  abundantly 
Buflicient  to  guarantee  them  against  anything  like  a  necessity 
for  giving  in  to  that  pernicious  practice.  The  act  of  parlia- 
ment, which  appointed  a  governor-general  in  the  place  of  a 
president,  as  it  was  extremely  particular  in  enforcing  the 
prohibition  of  those  presents,  so  it  was  equally  careful  in 
making  an  ample  provision  for  supporting  the  dignity  of  the 
office,  in  order  to  remove  all  escuae  for  a  coiTupt  increase  of 
its  emoluments. 
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Although  evidence  on  record,  as  well  as  verbal  testin  ony, 
has  appeared  before  your  committee  of  presents  to  a  iarge^™ 
amount  having  been  received  bj  Mr.  Hastings  and  othera^^B 
before  the  year  1775,  they  were  not  able  to  find  distinct^^ 
traces  of  that  practice  in  him,  or  any  one  else,  for  a  few  yeara. 

The  inquiry  set  on  foot  La  Bengal  by  order  of  the  court  of 
directors  in  1775,  with  regard  to  all  corrupt  practices,  and 
the  vigour  with  which  they  were  for  some  time  pursued, 
might  have  given  a  temporary  check  to  the  receipt  of  pre- 
sents, or  might  have  produced  a  more  effectual  concealment 
of  them ;  and  afterwards,  the  calamities,  which  befell  almost 
all  who  were  concerned  in  the  first  discoveries,  did  probably 
prevent  any  further  complaint  upon  the  subject ;  but,  to- 
wards the  cloae  of  the  laat  session,  your  committee  have  re- 
ceived much  of  new  and  alarming  infbrmatioQ  concerning 
that  abuse. 

The  first  traces  appeared,  though  faintly  and 
obscurely,  in  a  letter  to  the  court  of  directors 
from  the  f^overnor-general,  Mr.  Hastings,  ^vritten 
on  the  29th  of  November,  1780.  It  has  been 
stated  in  a  former  report  of  your  committee,  that  on  the  26th 
of  .Tune,  1780,  Mr.  Hastings,  being  very  eartieat  in  the  pro- 
secution of  a  particular  operation  in  the  Mahratta  war,  iu 
order  to  remove  objections  to  that  measure,  which  were 
made  on  account  of  the  expense  of  the  contingencies,  offered 
to  exonerate  the  Company  fi-om  that  "  c'mrge." — Continuing 
his  miuute  of  council,  he  says  :  "  That  sum  (a  sum  of  about 
£23,000)  I  have  already  deposited,  within  a  small  amount, 
in  the  hands  of  the  sub-treaaurers ;  and  I  beg,  that  the  board 
will  permit  it  to  be  accepted  for  that  service."  Hero  ho 
offers  in  his  own  person ;  he  deposits,  or  pretends  that  he 
deposits,  in  his  own  person ;  and,  with  the  zeal  of  a  man 
eager  to  pledge  his  private  fortune  in  support  of  his  mea- 
sures, he  prays,  that  his  offer  may  be  a^-epted.  Kot  the 
least  hint,  that  he  was  delivering  back  to  the  Company 
money  of  their  own,  which  he  had  secreted  from  them.  In- 
deedj  no  man  ever  made  It  a  request,  much  less  earnestly 
entreated,  "  begged  to  be  permitted,"  to  pay  to  any  persona, 
public  or  private,  money  that  was  their  own. 

It  appeared  to  your  committee,  that  the  money  offered  for 
thai  (service,  which  was  to  forward  the  operations  of  a  da* 
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tachment  under  Colonel  Camae,  in  an  expedition  against  one 
of  the  Mahratta  chiefs,  was  not  accepted.  And  your  com- 
mittee, having  directed  search  to  be  made  for  any  buiub  of 
money  paid  into  the  treasury  by  Mr.  Hastings  for  this  ser- 
vice, found,  that,  notwithstanding  his  assertion  of  having  de- 
posited "tw(3  lacks  of  rupees,  or  \vitliiu  a  trifle  of  that  sum, 
in  the  hands  of  the  auh-treasurcr,"  no  entry  whatsoever  of 
that  or  any  other  payment  by  the  governor-ge- 
neral was  made  in  the  treasury  accounts,  at  or  *'''^^,'^,'  ^" 
about  that  time.  This  circumstance  appeared 
very  BtrLking  to  your  committee,  as  the  non-appearance  in 
the  Company's  hooks  of  the  article  in  question  must  be 
owing  to  one  or  other  of  these  four  causes  : — that  the  asser- 
tion of  Mr.  Hastings  of  his  having  paid  in  near  two  lacks  of 
rupees  at  that  time  was  not  true ;  or,  that  the  sub-treasurer 
may  receive  great  sums  in  deposit  without  entering  them  in 
the  Company's  treastu'y  accounts ;  or  that  the  treasury 
books  themselves  are  records  not  to  be  depended  on ;  or, 
lastly,  that  faithful  copies  of  these  books  of  accounts  are  not 
transmitted  to  Europe.  The  defect  of  an  entry,  correspond- 
ing with  Mr.  Hastings's  declaration  in  council,  can  be  attri- 
buted only  to  one  of  those  four  causes ;  of  which  the  want 
of  foundation  in  his  recorded  assertion,  though  very  blamable, 
id  the  least  alarming. 

On  the  29th  of  N<ivembeT  following,  Mr.  Hast- 
ings communicated  to  the  court  of  directors  some  dbf*B*?fo"i 
sort  of  notice  of  tliis  transaction.  In  his  letter 
of  that  date  he  varies,  in  no  small  degree,  the  aspect  under 
which  the  business  appeared  in  his  minute  of  coueultatioa  of 
the  26th  of  June.  In  his  letter  lie  snys  in  the  directors, 
"the  subject  is  now  become  obsolete;  the  fair  hopes,  which 
I  had  built  u])on  thy  prosecution  of  the  Mahratta  war,  have 
been  blasted  by  the  dreadful  calamities  which  have  befallen 
your  presidency  of  Fort  Saint  George ;  and  changed  the 
object  of  our  pursuit  from  the  aggrandizement  of  your  power 
to  its  preservation."  After  thus  confessing,  or  rather  boast- 
ing, of  his  motives  to  the  Mahratta  war,  he  proceeds  :  "  My 
present  reasou  for  reverting  to  in\"  own  conduct  on  the  occa- 
sion, which  I  have  mentioned,"  (namely,  his  offering  a  sum 
of  money  for  the  Cainpany'a  service,)  '•  ia  to  obviate  thefahe 
''.onclusions,   or  purposed  wisrrprestntations,  which  may  be 
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made  of  it,  either  aa  an  artifice  of  ostentation,  or  the  effect  of 
corrupt  influence,  by  assuring  you,  tliat  the  money,  hi/  what' 
ever  means  it  came  into  my  possession,  was  not  my  own  ;  that  I 
liad  myself  no  right  to  it,  nor  -would  or  could  have  received  it 
but  for  the  occasion,  which  prompted  me  to  avail  myself  of  the 
accidental  means,  which  were  at  that  instant  aUurded  me,  of 
accepting  and  converting  it  to  the  property  and  use  of  the 
Company  ;  and  with  this  brief  apology  I  ehall  dismiss  tbs^H 
subject."  ^1 

The  apology  is  brief  indeed,  considering  the  nature  of  the^^ 
transaction  5  and,  what  is  more  material  than  itR  length  or 
ita  shortneaa,  it  is  in  all  poitita  unsatisfactory.  The  matter 
becomes,  if  possible,  more  obscure  by  his  explanation.  Here 
waa  money  received  by  Mr.  Haatinga,  which,  according  to 
his  own  judgment,  ho  had  no  right  to  receive ;  it  waa  money, 
which  "  (but  for  the  occasion  that  prompted  him)  he  could 
not  have  accepted;"  it  was  money  which  came  into  his,  and 
from  his  into  the  Company's  hands,  by  ways  and  means  un- 
deacribed,  and  from  persona  unnamed ;  yet,  though  appre- 
hensive of  false  conclusions,  and  purposed  misrepresent- 
ations, he  gives  his  employera  no  insight  whatsoever  into  a 
matter,  which  of  all  others  stood  in  the  greatest  need  of  a 
full  and  clear  elucidation. 

Although  he  choosea  to  omit  this  essential  point,  he  ex- 
preaaea  the  most  anxious  solicitude  to  clear  himself  of  the 
charges,  that  might  be  made  against  him,  of  the  artifices  of 
ostentation,  and  of  corrupt  influence.  To  discover,  if  possi- 
ble, the  grotmd  for  apprehending  such  imputations,  your 
committee  adverted  to  the  circumstances  in  which  he  stood 
at  the  time : — they  found,  that  this  letter  was  despatched 
about  the  time  that  Mr.  Francis  took  his  passage  for  England; 
his  fear  of  misrepresentation  may  therefore  allude  to  some- 
thing which  passed  in  conversation  between  him  and  that 
gentleman  at  the  time  the  offer  was  made. 

It  was  not  eaav,  on  the  mere  face  of  his  offer,  to  give  an 
ill  turn  to  it.     '^hc  act,  as  it  stands  on  the  minute,  is  not 
only   disinterested,   but  generous,  and  pubhc-spirited. 
Mr.    Hastings   apprehended    miarepresenlatiou  from     MpJ 
Francis,  or  from  any  other  person,  your  committee  coQeeiv€ 
tlxiit  he  did  not  employ  proper  means  for  defeating  the  " 
deaigas  of  his  adversaries.     On  the  contrary,  the  course  he 
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has  taken  in  hia  letter  to  the  court  of  directore  is  calculated 
to  excite  doubts  aud  suspicions  in  minds  the  most  favourably 
disposed  to  hira.  Some  degree  of  ostentation  is  not  es- 
tremely  blamable  at  a  time  when  a  man  advances  largely 
from  his  private  fortune  towards  the  public  service.  It  is 
human  infirmity  at  the  worst,  and  only  detracts  something 
from  the  lustre  of  an  action  in  itself  meritorious.  The  kind 
of  ostentation  which  is  criminal,  and  criminal  only  because  it 
is  fraudulent,  is  where  a  person  makes  a  show  of  giving 
when  in  reality  he  does  not  give.  This  imposition  is  crimi- 
nal more  or  less  according  to  the  circumstances.  But  if  the 
money  received  to  fumisb  such  a  pretended  gift  ia  taken  from 
any  third  person,  without  right  to  take  it,  a  new  guilt,  aud 
guilt  of  a  much  worse  quality  and  description,  ia  incurred. 
The  governor-general,  in  order  to  keep  clear  of  ostentation, 
on  the  29th  of  November,  1780,  declares,  that  the  sum  of 
money,  which  he  offered  on  the  26th  of  the  preceding  June 
aa  his  own,  was  not  his  own,  and  that  he  had  no  right  to  it. 
Clearing  himaell' of  vanity,  he  convicts  himself  of  deceit,  and 
of  injustice. 

The  other  object  of  this  brief  apology  was  to  clear  himself 
of  corrupt  influence.  Of  all  ostentation  he  stands  com- 
pletely acquitted  in  the  month  of  JVovember,  however  he 
might  have  been  faulty  in  that  respect  in  the  month  of  June  ; 
but,  with  regard  to  the  other  part  of  the  apprehended  charge, 
namely,  corrupt  injluence,  he  gives  no  satistactory  solution — 
a  great  sum  of  money  "not  his  own," — money  to  which  "  he 
had  no  right" — money  which  came  into  his  posBession  "  by 
whatever  means :  " — il'this  be  not  money  obtained  by  corrupt 
influence,  or  by  something  worse,  that  is,  by  violence  or 
terror,  it  will  be  difficult  to  fix  upon  circumstances,  which 
can  furnish  a  presumption  of  unjustifiable  use  of  power  and 
influence  ia  the  acquisition  of  profit.  The  last  part  of  the 
apology — that  he  had  converted  this  money  ("  which  he  had 
no  right  to  receive")  to  the  Company's  use,  (so  far  as  your 
committee  can  discover,)  does  nowhere  appear.  He  speaks, 
in  the  minute  of  the  2Gth  of  June,  aa  having  then  actually 
deposited  it  for  the  Company's  service.  In  the  letter  of 
November,  he  says,  that  he  converted  it  to  the  Company's 
property ;  but  there  is  no  trace  in  the  Company's  books,  of 
lt«  being  ever  brought  to  theu*  credit  in  the  Cipeuditur©  for 
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any  specific  aemce,  even  if  any  Bact  entry  and  eipenditui 
could  justify  him  in  taking  money,  which  he  had,  by  his  own 
(ronieasion,  "  no  riglit  to  receive." 

The  directors  appear  to  have  been  deceircd  by  thia  repre- 
eeutation ;  and,  in  their  letter  of  January,  1782,  consider  the 

money  aa  actually  paid  into  their  treasury.  Even 
■^PP^""^'-^  ^-     under  their  error  concerning  the  application  of 

the  money,  they  appear  rather  alarmed  than 
satisfied  with  the  brief  apolog^y  of  the  goveruor-jreneral. 
They  consider  the  whole  proceeding  as  extraordinartf  and 
mt/sterions.  They;  however,  do  not  condemn  it  witli  any 
remarkable  asperity;  after  admitting,  that  he  might  be  in- 
duced to  a  temporary  secrecy,  respecllnff  (he  members  of  the 
ftoarrf,  from  a  fear  of  their  resisting  the  proposed  application, 
or  any  apphcation,  of  thia  money  to  the  Company's  use; 
yet  they  write  to  the  governor-general  and  council  as  follows : 
— "  It  does  not  appear  to  us,  that  there  could  be  any  real 
necessity  for  delajnng  to  communicate  to  us  immediate  in- 
formation of  the  channel,  by  which  the  money  came  into 
Mr.  Haatinga'a  possession,  with  a  complete  illustration  of  the 
cause  or  eauaea  of  so  extraordinarTj  an  event.'*  And  again: 
"  the  means  proposed  of  defraying  the  extni  e.xpeiiaes  are 
very  extraordinart/ ;  and  the  money,  we  conceive,  must  have 
come  into  his  bands  l>y  an  unusual  chaintel ;  and  when  more 
complete  information  canics  before  us  Ave  shall  give  our 
sentiments  fuUy  on  the  transaction."  And,  speaking  ot 
this  and  other  monies  under  a  simihir  description,  they  say, 
"we  shall  suspend  our  judgment,  without  approving  it  in 
the  least  degree,  or  proceeding  to  censure  our  governor- 
general  for  this  transaction."  The  expectations  entertained 
by  the  directors  of  a  more  complete  explanation  were  na- 
tural, and  their  espression  tender  and  temperate.  But  the 
more  complete  intonnation,  which  they  naturally  expected  ' 
they  never  have  to  thia  diiy  received. 
A   cntiii  B  ^^^'  Hastings  wrote  two  more  letters  to  the 

No.  3,  and        secrct  Committee  of  the  court  of  directors,  in 
**"■  ^'  which  be  mentions  thia  transaction.     The  first 

dated  (as  he  asserts,  and  a  Mr.  Larkins  aweara)  on  the  22nd 
of  May.  1782 ;  the  last,  which  accompanied  it,  so  late  aa  tbo 
Appendix  B.    ^^^^  o£  December  in  tlio  same  year.     Though 
Ho.  6.       so  long  an  interval  lay  between  the  traaaaction 
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of  the  26tli  of  June,  1780,  and  the  middle  of  December, 
1782,  (upwards  of  two  years,)  no  further  satisfaction  is 
given.  He  has  Mrritten,  since  the  receipt  of  tlie  above  let- 
ter of  the  court  of  directors,  (which  deraauded,  what  they 
had  a  right  to  demand,  a  clear  explanation  of  the  particulars 
of  the  sum  of  money,  wliicli  lie  had  no  right  to  receive,) 
without  giving  them  any  further  satisfaction.  Instead  of 
explanation  or  apology,  he  aesumea  a  tone  of  complaint  and 
reproach  to  the  directors — He  lays  before  them  a  kind  of  an 
a<'count  of  presents  received  to  the  amount  of  upwards  of 
£200,000,  some  at  a  considerable  distance  of  tune,  and  Mhich 
had  not  been  hitherto  communicated  to  the  Company. 

In  the  letter,  which  accompanied  that  very  extraordinary 
account,  whicli  then  for  tlie  first  time  appeai-ed,  he  discovers 
no  small  solicitude  to  clear  himself  from  the  imputation  of 
ha\'ing  these  discoveries  drawn  from  him  by  the  terrors  of 
the  parliamentary  inquiries  then  on  foot.  To  remove  all 
suspicion  of  such  a  motive  for  making  these  discoveries,  31r. 
Larkins  swears,  in  an  afEdavit  made  before  Mr.  Justice 
Hyde,  bearing  even  dite  with  the  letter  which  accompanies 
the  account,  that  is,  of  the  16th  of  December,  1782,  that  this 
letter  had  been  written  by  him  on  the  22nd  of  May,  several 
months  before  it  was  despatched.  It  appears,  ^,^^^  tariins's 
that  ISIr.  Larkins,  who  makes  this  voluntarj'  affi-  Affidavit.  Ap- 
davit,  is  neither  secretary  to  the  board,  nor  Mr.  pen'^'^i^-^"''- 
Hastings's  private  secretary,  but  an  oiEcer  of  the  treasury  of 
Bengal. 

Mr.  Hastings  was  conscious,  that  a  question  would  in- 
evitably arise,  how  he  came  to  delay  the  sending  intelligence 
of  so  very  interesting  a  nature  from  May  to  Deeciiiber  ?  He 
therefore  thinks  it  necessary  to  account  for  so  suspicious  a 
circumstance.  He  tells  the  directors,  "that  the  despatch  of 
the  Lively  having  been  protracted  irom  time  to  time,  the 
accompanying  address,  which  was  origmally  designed  and 
prepared  for  that  despatch,  and  no  otker  since  occurring,  has, 
of  course,  been  thus  long  delayed." 

The  governor-general's  letter  is  dated  the  22nd  May,  and 
the  Besolution  was  the  last  ship  of  the  season  dcspatclied  lor 
Europe.  The  public  letters  to  the  directors  are  dated  the 
9th  May ;  but  it  appears  by  the  letter  of  the  commander  of 
the  ship,  that  he  did  not  receive  bia  despatches  from  Mr. 
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Lloyd,  then  at  Kedjeree,  until  the  26tli  May  ;  and  aJao,  tha 
the  pilot  was  not  tuscharged  from  the  ship  until  tl 
June.  Some  of  these  presents  (now  for  the  first  time  ac- 
knowledged) had  been  received  eighteen  months  preceding 
the  date  of  thia  letter — noneleaa  than  four  months ;  so  that, 
in  fact,  he  might  hare  sent  this  account  by  all  the  ships  of 
that  season ;  but  the  governor-general  chose  to  write  this 
letter  thirteen  days  after  the  determination  m  council  for 
the  despatch  of  the  last  ship. 

It  does  not  appear,  that  he  has  given  any  communication 
whatsoever  to  his  colleagues  in  office  of  those  extraordinary 
transactions.  Nothing  appears  on  the  records  of  the  council 
of  the  receipt  of  the  presentB ;  nor  is  the  transmission  of 
this  account  mentioned  in  the  general  letter  to  the  court  of 
directors,  hut  in  a  letter  from  himself  to  their  secret  com- 
mittee,  consisting  generally  of  two  persons,  but  at  most  of 
three.  It  la  to  be  ohaerved,  that  the  governor-general 
8t^atea,  "that  the  despatch  of  the  Lively  had  been  protracted 
from  time  to  time ;  that  this  delay  was  of  no  public  conse- 
quence ;  but  that  it  produced  a  situation,  which,  with  respei 
to  himself,  he  regarded  as  unfortunate,  because  it  eiposi 
him  to  the  raeanest  imputations  from  the  occasion,  which 
the  late  parliamentary  inquiries  have  since  furnished ;  but 
which  were  unknown  when  his  letter  was  written."  If  the 
govenior-general  thought  his  silence  exposed  him  to  the 
meanest  imputations,  he  had  the  means  in  his  own  power  of 
avoiding  those  imputations ;  he  might  have  sent  this  letter, 
dated  the  22nd  May,  by  the  Eeaolution.  For  we  find,  that 
in  a  letter  from  Captain  Pojmting,  of  the  26th  May,  he 
states  it  not  impossible  for  him  to  proceed  to  sea  with  the 
smallest  degree  of  safety  without  a  supply  of  anchors  and 
cables ;  and  most  earnestly  requests  they  may  be  supphed 
from  Calcutta ;  and  on  the  28th  May,  we  find  a  minute  from 
the  secretary  of  the  council,  Mr.  Auriol,  requesting  an  order 
of  council  to  the  master-attendant  to  fumiah  a  sloop  to  carry 
down  those  cables ;  which  order  was  accordingly  issued  on 
the  Both  May.  There  requires  no  other  proof  to  show,  that 
the  governor-general  had  the  means  of  sending  thia  letter 
seven  days  after  he  ■wrote  it,  instead  of  delaying  it  for  near 
seven  months,  and  because  no  conveyance  had  offered.  Tour 
committee  must  also  remajrk,  that  the  conveyance  by  land  to 


OIT  THE   AFFATRS   OF  HTDIA.. 


165 


Madras  waa  certain ;  and,  wHLst  sucli  important  operationa 
were  carrying  on  both  by  sea  and  land  upon  the  coast,  that 
deepatchea  would  be  sent  to  the  admiralty,  or  to  the  Com- 
pany, waa  highly  probahle. 

If  the  letter  of  the  22nd  May  had  been  found  in  the  list  of 
packets  sent  by  the  Eesolutiou,  the  governor-general  would 
nave  established  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  and  far  beyond 
the  effect  of  any  affidavit,  that  the  letter  had  been  written 
at  the  time  of  the  date.  It  appears,  that  the  Resolution, 
being  on  her  voyage  to  England,  met  with  so  severe  a  gala 
of  wind,  aa  to  be  obliged  to  put  back  to  Bengal,  and  to  un- 
load her  cargo. — Tins  event  makes  no  difference  in  the  state 
of  the  transaction.  Whatever  the  cause  of  these  new  dis- 
coveries might  have  been,  at  the  time  of  sending  them  the 
fact  of  the  parhamentary  inquiry  waa  publicly  known. 

In  the  letter  of  the  above  date  Mr.  Hastings  laments  the 
mortification  of  being  reduced  to  take  precautions  "  to  guard 
his  reputation  from  diabonour."— "  H  I  had  (saj'S  he)  at 
any  time  possessed  that  degree  of  confidence  from  mj  imme- 
diate employers,  which  tkey  have  never  withheld  from  the 
meoTiest  of  my  predecessors,  I  should  have  disdained  to  use 
these  attentions." 

Who  the  meanest  of  Mr.  Hastings's  predecessors  were 
doea  not  appear  to  your  committee ;  nor  are  they  able  to 
discern  the  ground  of  propriety  or  decency  for  his  assuming 
to  himself  a  right  to  call  any  of  them  mean  persons.  But 
if  auch  mean  persons  have  possessed  that  degree  of  confi- 
dence from  luH  immediate  employers,  which  for  so  many 
years  he  had  not  possessed  "  at  any  time,"  inferences  must 
oe  draw^n  from  thence  very  unfavourable  to  one  or  the  other 
of  the  parties,  or  perhaps  to  both.  The  attentions,  which 
he  practises  and  disdains,  can  in  this  case  be  of  no  service  to 
himself,  his  employers,  or  the  public  j  the  only  attention 
at  all  effectual  towards  extenuating,  or  in  some  degree 
atoning  for,  the  guilt  of  having  taken  money  from  individu- 
als niegally  was,  to  be  full  and  fair  in  his  confession  of  all 
the  particiilars  of  his  offence.  This  might  not  obtain  that 
confidence,  which  at  no  time  he  baa  enjoyed,  but  still  the 
Company  and  the  nation  might  derive  essential  benefit  from 
it ;  toe  directors  might  be  able  to  aftbrd  redress  to  the  suffer- 
era ;  and  hj  hia  laying  open  the  concealed  channels,  of  abuwi 
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nieana  miglit  be  furniaked  for  the  better  diBCOvery,  and  po9» 
eibly  tor  the  prevention,  or  at  least  for  the  restraint,  of  ^^M 
practice  of  the  moat  daoigerouu  nature;  a  practice  of  which  the^^J 
mere  prohibition,  witJirjut  the  meaiia  of  detection,  must  evef 
prove,  aa  hitherto  it  had  proved,  altogether  frivolous. 

Tour  committee,  considering  that  so  long  a  time  had 
elapsed  without  any  of  that  information  which  the  directora 
expected,  and  perceiving  that  thia  receipt  of  suma  of  money, 
under  colour  of  gift,  seemed  a  growing  evil,  ordered  the  at- 
tendance of  Mr.  Haatinga's  agent,  Major  Scott.  They  bad 
found  on  former  occaaiona,  that  this  geutleniari  was  furnished 
with  nmch  more  early  and  more  complete  intelligence  of  the 
Company's  atTaira  in  India  than  was  thought  proper  for  the 
court  of  directora  ;  they  therefore  examined  huii  concerning 
every  particular  sum  of  money,  the  receipt  of  which  Mr. 
Haiitings  had  confeaeed  in  his  account.  It  was  to  their  sur- 
prise, that  Mr.  Scott  professed  hitnsclf  perfectly  uniastructed 
upon  almost  everj^  part  of  the  subject,  though  the  express 
object  of  hia  mission  to  England  was  to  clear  up  such  matters 
as  might  be  objected  to  Mr.  Ha.Htiriga;  and  for  that  purpose 
he  had  early  qualified  himself  by  the  productton  to  your 
committee  of  his  powers  of  agency.  The  ignoranco  in  which 
Mr.  Haatinga  had  left  his  agent  was  the  more  striking,  be- 
cause he  must  have  been  morally  certain,  tliat,  if  his  conduct 
in  these  points  should  have  escaped  auimadvei-sion  from  the 
court  of  directors,  it  must  become  an  object  of  parliamentary 
inquiry  ;  for,  iu  his  letter  of  the  15th  of  December,  1782,  to 
the  court  of  directors,  he  expressly  mentions  hia  fears,  that 
thoae  parliamentary  inquiries  might  he  thought  to  have^H 
estorted  from  him  the  confessious  which  he  had  made.  ^H 

Your  committee,  however,  entering  on  a  more  strict 
examination  concerning  the  two  lacks  of  rnpees,  which  Mr. 
Hastings  declares  he  bad  no  right  to  take,  but  had  taken 
from  aomo  person  then  unknown,  Major  Scott  recollected, 
that  Mr.  Hastings  had,  in  a  letter  of  the  7th  of  December, 
1782,  (in  which  he  refers  to  some  former  letter,)  acquainted 
him  with  the  name  of  the  person  from  whom  he  had  received 
these  two  lacks  of  rupeea,  mentioned  in  the  minute  of  June, 
1780 — It  turned  out  to  be  the  Itajah  of  Benarea,  the  unfor- 
tunate Cheyt  Sing. 

In  the  single  instance,  in  which  Mr.  Seott  seemed  to  po*- 
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Bess  ititelligence  in  this  matter,  he  ia  preferred  to  the  court 
'^^p£  directors.  Under  their  censure  as  Sir.  Hastings  was,  and 
^Bb  lie  felt  himself  to  he,  for  not  infornmig  them  of  the  channel 
^Hi  which  he  received  that  money,  he  perseverea  obstinately 
^[uid  contemptuously  to  conceal  it  from  them ;  though  he 
■  ■  thought  fit  to  intrust  his  agent  Avith  the  secret. 

Tour  committee  were  extremely  struck  with  this  intelli- 
gence.    They  were  totally  uiiacijuainted  with  it  when  they 
presented  to  the  House  the  supplement  to  their  second  report 
on  the  affairs  of  Cheyt  Sing.     A  gift  received  by  Mr.  Hast- 
ings from  the  Bajah  of  Benares  gave  rise  in  their  minds  to 
^Berioua  reflections  on  the  condition  of  the  princes  of  India 
^Bubjected  to  the  British  authority.     Mr.  Hastings  was,  at 
the  very  time  of  his  receiving  this  gift,  in  the  course  of 
making  on  the  Kajah  of  Benares  a  series  of  demands,  un- 
founded and  unjustifiable,  and  constantly  growing  in  pro- 
portion  as  they  were  submitted  to.     To  these  demands  the 
^Htajah  of  Benares,  besidcH  his  objections  in  point  of  right, 
^Btonstantly  set  xip  a  plea  of  poverty.     Presents  from  peraona, 
who  hold  up  poverty  as  a  shield  against  extortion,  can  scarcely 
in  any  case  be  coueidered  as  gratuitous,  whctlier  the  plea  of 
poverty  be  tnie  or  false.     In  this  case  the  presents  might 
^Jiflve  been  bestowed,  if  not  with  an  aasuniucc,  at  least  witli  a 
^■Ktioual  hope,  of  some  mitigation  in  the  oppressive  requisi- 
^^Gona,  that  were  made  by  lilr.  Hastings ;  for  to  give  much 
voluntarily,  when  it  is  known  that  much  wiU  be  taken  away 
forcibly,  is  a  thing  absurd  and  impossible.     On  the  one  hand, 
the  acceptance  of  that   gift   by   ilr.  Hastings  must  have 
pledged  a  tacit  faith  for  some  degree  of  indulgence  towards 
le  donor ;  if  it  was  a  free  gift,  gratitude ;  if  it  was  a  bargain, 
atice  obliged  him  to  do  it.     If,  on  the  other  hand,  Mr. 
Lastings  originally  destined  (as  he  says  he  did)  this  money, 
given  to  himself  secretly,  and  for  his  private  emolument,  to 
the  use  of  the  Company,  the  Company's  favour,  to  whom  he 
acted  as  trustee,  ought  to  have  been  purchased  hy  it.     In 
honour  and  justice  he  bound  and  pledged  himseli  for  that 
powcT,  which  waa  to  profit  by  the  gift,  and  to  prolit  too  in 
the  success  of  an  expedition,  whieh  Mr.  Hastings  thouglit  bo 
Bcessary  to  their  aggraudissement.  The  unhappy  man  found 
is  money  accepted,  but  no  favour  acquixed  on  the  pari 
either  of  the  Company  or  of  Sir.  Hastings. 
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Tour  committee  have,  in  another  report,  stated  to  the 
House,  that  Mr.  Haatiugs  attributed  the  extremity  of  dis- 
tress, which  the  detachments  under  Colouei  Comae  had 
Buffered,  and  the  great  deaertiona  which  ensued  on  that 
expedition,  to  the  want  of  punctuality  of  the  Knjah  in  making 
payment  of  one  of  the  sums,  which  had  been  extorted  jfrom 
him;  and  this  want  of  punctual  payment  was  afterwards 
aaaigned  as  a  principal  reason  for  the  ruin  of  this  prince. 
Your  committee  have  shown  to  the  House  by  a  comparison  or 
facta  and  dates,  that  thia  charge  is  wholly  without  founda- 
tion. But  if  the  cauae  of  Colonel  Camac's  failure  had  been 
true  as  to  the  sum,  which  was  the  object  of  the  public  de-  ^m 
niand,  the  failurei  could  not  be  attributed  to  the  Eajah,  when  ^M 
be  had  on  the  instant  privately  furniahed  at  least  £23,000  to 
Mr.  Hasting  ;  that  is,  furnished  the  identical  money,  which 
he  tella  ua  (but  carefully  eoncealiug  the  name  of  the  giver) 
he  had  from  the  beginning  deatined,  as  he  afierwardu  pub- 
licly offered,  for  this  very  expedition  of  Colonel  Cama^'a. 
The  complication  of  fraud  and  cruelty  in  the  transaction 
admits  of  few  paraliela,  Mr.  Hastings  at  the  council  board 
of  Bengal  displays  himaelf  as  a  xealoua  servant  of  the  Com- 
pany, boutitifully  giving  from  his  own  fortune ; 
and  in  bia  letter  to  the  directors,  (as  he  says  him- 
self,) as  going  out  of  the  ordinary  roads  for  their 
advantage ;  and  all  tbia  on  the  credit  of  supplies  derived 
from  the  gift  of  a  man,  whom  he  treats  with  the  utmost 
severity,  and  whom  he  accuses,  in  this  particular,  of  disaffec- 
tion to  the  Company's  cause  and  interests. 

With  £23.000  of  the  Eajah's  money  in  his  pocket  he  per- 
secutes him  to  hia  destruction ;  assigning  for  a  reason,  that 
his  reliance  on  the  Eajah's  faith,  and  his  breach  of  it,  were  ^m 
the  principal  causes,  that  no  other  provision  was  made  fop  ^M 
the  detaehment   on   the  specific  expedition,  to  which  the  ^^ 
Eajah's  specidc  money  was  to  be  applied;  the  Eajah  had 
given  it  to  be  disposed  of  by  ilr.  Hastings ;  and  if  it  was 
not  disposed  of  in  the  best  manner  for  the  accomplishing  his 
objects,  the  accuser  himself  is  the  criminal. 

To  take  money  for  the  forbearance  of  a  just  demand  woold 
have  been  corrupt  only  ;  but  to  urge  unjust  public  demands ; 
to  accept  private  pecuniary  favours  in  the  course  of  thoao 
demands ;  and,  on  the  pretence  of  delay  or  refusal,  without 
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mercy  to  persecute  a  benefactor;  to  refuse  to  hear  hia  re- 
monstraucea ;  tu  arrest  him  lu  hia  capital,  in  his  pokce,  in 
the  face  of  all  the  people ; — thus  to  give  occasion  to  an  in- 
surrection, and,  on  pretext  of  that  insurret-tion,  to  refuse  all 
treaty  or  explanation ;  to  drive  him  from  bis  government  and 
Ida  country ;  to  proscribe  him  in  a  general  aiunesty  ;  and  to 
send  him  all  over  India,  a  fugitive,  to  publiah  the  shame  of 
British  government  in  all  the  nations  to  whom  he  eucceaft- 
ively  fled  for  refuge ; — these  are  proceedings,  to  which,  for 
the  honour  of  human  nature,  it  is  hoped  few  parallels  are  to 
be  found  in  history;  aud  in  which  the  illegality  and  corrup- 
tion of  the  acts  form  the  smallest  part  of  the  mischief. 

Such  is  the  account  of  the  first  sum  confessed  to  be  taken 
as  a  present  by  ilr.  Hastings,  since  the  year  1775  -,  and  such 
are  its  consequences.  Mr,  Hastings  apologizes  for  this 
action  by  declaring,  "  that  he  would  not  have  received  the 
money  but  for  the  occasion,  wliit'h  prompted  him 
to  avail  himaeli"  of  tbe  accidental  means,  which  ^"b!*}??."".'*'^ 
were  at  that  instant  aflbrded  biin,  of  afoepting 
and  converting  it  to  the  use  of  the  Company."  By  this  ac- 
count be  considers  the  act  as  excusable  only  by  the  particular 
occasion,  by  the  temptation  of  accideutal  nieiuis,  aud  by  the 
suggestion  of  the  i/istant.  How  far  this  is  tbe  case,  appears 
by  the  very  next  paragraph  of  tliia  letter,  in  which  the  ac- 
count is  given,  and  iu  which  the  apology  is  made.  If  these 
were  his  opinions  in  June,  1780,  they  lasted  but  a  very 
short  time ;  his  accidental  means  appear  to  be  growing  ha- 
bitual. 

To  point  out  iu  a  clear  manner  the  spirit  of  the  second 
money  transaction,  to  which  your  committee  adverted,  w^bieh 
is  represented  by  Mr.  Hastings  as  having  soiuo  "affinity 
with  the  former  aiJ£crfo<e,"  (for  in  thia  light  kind 
of  phrase  he  chooses  to  eipreBs  himself  to  his     Vppend^if 
masters,)  your  committee  tbink  it  necessary  to 
state  to  the  House,  that  the  business,  namely,  this  business, 
which  was  the  secoud  object  of  their  inquiry,  appears  in 
three  diflbrent  papers,  and  in  three  different  lights ;  on  com- 
paring these  authorities,  in  every  one  of  which  Mr.  Hastings 
IS  himself  the  voucher,  if  one  of  the  three  be  true,  the  other 
two  must  necessarily  be  false. 

These   three  authorities,  whicb.  your  committee  baa  bo- 
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Ap.  B.  No.  8.   curately  compared,  are,  first,  his  minutes  on  the 
Ap.  B.  No.  I.   consultationa :  Becondly,  his  letter  to  the  court  of- 
Ap.  B.  Na.  4.   jiipg^^tors  OH  the  29th  of  November,  1780:  third!,-* 
his  account,  transmitted  on  the  16th  of  December,  1782. 
About  eight  niontha  after  the  first  trausaction  relative 
Cheyt  Sing,  and  wkieh  is  just  reported,  that  is,  on  the  5th  of 
January,  1781,  Mj.  Haatinga  produ4;ed  a  demaud 
to  the  council  for  money  of  hia  own,  expended 
for  the  Company's  service. 

Here  was  no  occasion  for  secrecy.     Mr.  Francis  was  oi^M 
his  passage  to  Europe ;  Mr.  Wheler  was  alone  left,  who  n^| 
longer  dissented  from  anything ;  Mr.  Hastinge  was  in  effect 
himself  the  whole  council.     He  declared,  that  he  had  dis- 
bursed tbree  lacks  of  rupees,  tliat  is,  thirty-four  thousand 
five  hundred  pounds,  in  secret  services ;  which  having  (he 
Bays)  "  been  advanced  from  m^  own  private  cask,  I  rei[nest, 
that  the  saino  may  be  repaid  to  mo  in  the  following  manner : " 
— He  accordingly  desires  three  bonds,  for  a  lack  of  8iccafl 
rupeea  each,  to  be  given  to  him  in  two  of  the  Company'sH 
subscriptions,  one  to  bear  interest  on  the  8  per  cent,  loan, 
the  other  two  in  the  4  per  cent.     The  bonds  were  ante- 
dated to  the  beginning  of  the  preceding  October. 

On  the  9th  of  the  same  month,  that  is,  on  the 
Append^!'     ^^^  of  January,  1781,  the  three  bonds  were  ac- 
cordingly ordered ;  so  far  the  whole  transaction 
appears  clear,  and  of  a  piece.     Private  money  is  subacribed, 
and  a  public  security  is  taken  for  it.     When  the 
''no.  8^^        Company's  treasury  accounts  are  compared  with 
the  proceedings  of  their  councd-geueral,  a  perfect 
corrcapondcncQ  also  appears.      The  three   bonds  are   then 
entered  to  Mr.  Hastings,  and  he  is  credited  for  principal 
and  interest  on  them,  in  the  exact  terms  of  the  order.     So 
far  the  official  accounts;    which,  because  of  their  perfect 
harmony,  are  considered  as  clear  and  consistent  evidence  to 
one  body  of  fact. 

The  second  sort  of  document  relative  to  these 
*^no.'"k  ^'  Ijonis  (though  the  first  in  order  of  time)  is  :Mr. 
Haatings's  letter  of  the  29th  of  November,  1780. 
It  is  written  between  the  time  of  the  expenditiu'D  of  the 
money  lor  the  Company's  use,  and  the  taking  of  the  bonds. 
Here,  for  the  first  time,  a  very  material  diticreuce  appears ; 
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and  the  difference  is  the  more  striking,  because  Mr.  Hastinga 
claimed  the  whole  money  as  hia  own,  and  took  bonds  for  it 
as  such,  after  this  representation.  The  letter  to  the  Com- 
pany discovers,  that  part  of  the  money  (the  whole  of  which 
he  nad  declared  on  iTcord  to  he  his  own,  and  for  which  he 
had  taken  bonds)  was  not  his,  but  the  property  of  his  mas- 
ters, from  whom  he  had  taken  the  security.  It  ia  no  less 
remarkable,  that  the  letter,  which  rejiresents  the  money  as 
belonging  to  the  Company,  was  written  about  six  weeks  be- 
fore the  minute  of  council,  in  which  he  claims  that  money  as 
his  own.  It  is  this  letter  on  which  your  committee  is  to 
remark, 

Mr.  Hastings,  after  giving  hia  reagons  for  the 
application  of  the  three  lacks  of  rupees,  and  for  ™iJ*jn*'* 
his  having  for  some  time  concealed  the  fact,  says, 
"two-thirds  of  that  sum  I  have  raised  hif  my  own  credit,  and 
shall  charge  it  in  my  oflicial  account ;  the  other  third  I  bavo 
supplied  from  the  cask  in  my  hands,  belonging  to  the  honour- 
able Company." 

The  House  will  observe,  that  in  November  he  tells  the  di- 
rectors, that  he  shall  charge  only  two-thirds  in 
his  ofiScial  accounts ;  in  the  following  January  he  ^' n.'^Nra!*" 
charges  the  tehole.  For  the  other  third,  (although 
he  admitted  that  to  belong  to  the  Company,)  we  have  seen, 
that  he  takes  a  bond  to  himself. 

It  is  material,  that  he  tells  the  Company  in  his  letter,  that 
these  two  lacks  of  rupees  were  raised  on  his  credit.  His  let- 
ter to  the  council  says,  that  they  wore  advanced  from  his 
private  cash.  What  he  raises  on  hia  credit  may,  on  a  fair 
construction,  be  considered  his  own ;  but  in  this  too  he  faila ; 
for  it  is  certain  he  has  never  transferred  these  bonds  to  any 
creditor;  nor  has  he  stated  any  sum  he  has  paid,  or  for 
•which  he  stands  indebted  on  that  account,  to  any  specific 
person.  Indeed,  it  was  out  of  hia  power ;  for  the  first  two- 
thirds  of  the  mouey,  which  he  formerly  stated  as  raised  u^on 
his  credit,  he  now  confcfBes  to  have  been  from  the  beginning 
the  Company's  property ;  and  therefore  could  not  have  been 
raised  on  his  private  credit,  or  borrowed  from,  any  person 
whatsoever. 

To  these  two  accounts  thus  essentially  varying  iP'"°'*'i,^' 
he  has  added  a  third,  varying  at  least  as  easen-  (av.-pnem'i 
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KTOunt  of        tially  from  both.     In  hia  last,  or  tbird  account, 
eei"rf!  dated     which  is  a  Btatement  of  all  the  soma  he  has  re-  ^m 
»2nd  May,        csived  in  an  extraordinary  manner,  and  confessed  ^B 
to  be  the  Company's  property,  he  reverses  the™ 
itema  of  his  first  account ;  and,  instead  of  allowing  the  Cora- 
AisDAppeneiii  P^^?  ^^^  One-third,  and  claiming  two-thirds  for 
B.  No.  8.  The  himBelf,  he  enters  two  of  the  bonds,  each  for  a 
tount'of bonds  l^^ck  of  Tupees,  aa  belong;ing  to  the  Company;  of 
Branted  to  the    the  third  bond,  which  appears  so  distinctly  in  the 
goT.-genera .     consultations,  and  iu  the  treaaury  accounts,  not 
one  word  is  said — ten  thousand  pounds  is  absorbed,  sinka, 
and  disappears  at  once ;  and  no  explanation  whatever  con- 
cerning it  ia  given ;  Mr.  Hastings  seems  not  yet  to  have 
decided  to  whose  account  it  ought  to  be  placed.     In  thifl'^l 
manner  hia  debt  to  the  Company,  or  the  Company's  to  him,  is  ^1 
just  what  he  thinks  fit.     In  a  single  article  he  has  varied 
three  times.     In  one  account  he  states  the  whole  to  be  hia 
own ;  in  another  he  claims  two-thirds ;  in  the  last  he  gives 
up  the  claim  of  the  two-thirds,  and  says  nothing  of  the  re-  ^ 
maining  portion.  ^| 

To  make  amends,  however,  for  the  suppression  of  this  third ^^ 
bond,  given  with  the  two  others  in  Jaauary,  1781,  and  ante- 
dated to  the  beginning  of  October,  Mr.  Haatinga,  in  the 
above-mentioned   general  account  subjoined  to 
^' B.*^n!"'   his  letter  of  the  22nd  May,  1782,  has  brought  to 
the  Company's  credit  a  new  bond. 

This  bond  is  for  £17,000.  It  was  taken  from  the  Com- 
pany (and  so  it  appears  on  their  treasury  accounts)  on  the 
23rd  of  November,  1780.  He  took  no  notice  of  this  when 
in  January  foUowing^  he  called  upon  his  own  council  for  the 
three  others.  What  is  more  extraordinary,  he  was  equally 
silent  with  regard  to  it  when,  only  six  days  after  its  date,  he 
wrote  concerning  the  subject  of  the  three  other  bonds  to  the 
court  of  directors  ;  yet  now  it  cornea  out,  that  that  bond  also 
was  taken  by  Mr.  Hastings  from  the  Company  for  money, 
which  he  declares  he  had  received  on  the  Company'u  ac- 
count; and  that  he  entered  himself  as  creditor,  when  ho 
ought  to  have  made  himself  debtor. 

Your  committee  examined  Major  Scott  concerning  this 
money,  which  Mr.  Hastings  must  have  obtained  in  soma 
clandeatine  and  irregular  mode ;  but  they  could  obtain  ua 
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iBformation  of  the  persons  from  -whom  it  was  taken,  nor  of 
the  occasion  or  pretence  for  takiiig  this  large  sum ;  nor  does 
any  order  of  couucU  appear  for  its  application  to  any  Ben'ice. 
The  whole  of  the  transaction  (wliatBoever  it  was)  relative 
to  this  bond  is  covered  with  the  thickest  ohBcurity. 

Mr.  Hastings,  to  palliate  the  blame  of  his  con- 
duct, declares,  that  he  has  not  received  any  in-  mgt',  Mcount, 
terest  on  these  bonds ;  and  that  he  has  endorsed  *^  ^PJ*,"*"* 
them  as  not  belonging  to  himself,  but  to  the 
Company.     As  to  the  iirat  part  of  this  allegation,  whether 
he  received  the  interest,  or  let  it  remain  in  arrear,  i»  a  mat- 
ter of  indiiference,  as  he  entitled  himself  to  it ;  and,  so  far 
as  the  legal  security  he  has  taken  goes,  he  may,  whenever 
be  pleases,  dispose  both  of  principal  and  interest.     What  he 
has  endorsed  on  the  bonds,  or  when  he  made  the  endorse- 
ment,  or  whether  in  fact  he  has  made  it  at  all,  are  matters 
known  only  to  himself:  for  the  bonds  must  be  in  hia  posaea- 
eion,  and  are  nowhere  by  him  stated  to  be  given  up  or  can- 
celled ;  which  is  a  thing  very  remarkable,  when  he  confesses, 
that  he  had  no  right  to  receive  thera. 

These  boncb  make  but  a  part  of  the  account 
of  private  receipts  of  money  by  Mr.  Hastings, 
formerly  paid  into  the  treaaury  aa  his  owti  pro- 
perty, ana  now  allowed  not  to  be  bo.  This  ac- 
count brings  into  view  other  very  remarkable 
matters  of  a  similar  nature  and  description. 

In  the  public  records,  a  sum  of  not  less  than  yjj^  ^^^^ 
£23,871  is  set  to  hia  credit  as  a  deposit  for  his  Appendix,  ana 
private  account,  paid  in  by  him  into  the  treasury   ^"  ^°' '" 
in  gold,  and  coined  at  the  Company's  mint.    This  appears  in 
the  account  furnished  to  tho  directors,  under  the 
date  of  May,  17S2,  not  to  be  lawfully  his  money, 
and  he  therefore  transfers  it  to  the  Company's 
credit — it  still  remains  as  a  deposit. 

That  the  House  may  be  apprized  of  the  nature  of  this 
article  of  deposit,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  state,  that  the 
Company  receive  into  their  treaaury  the  cash  of  private  per- 
sons, placed  there  as  in  a  bank.  On  this  no  interest  is  paid, 
and  tne  party  depositing  has  a  right  to  receive  it  upon  de- 
mand. Under  this  head  of  account  no  public  money  is  ever 
catered.   Mr.  Haatings,  neither  at  making  the  deposit  aa  hia 
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own,  nor  at  the  time  of  hia  diaclosure  of  the  real  pioprietorjl 
(which  he  makes  to  be  the  Company,)  has  giveu  any  inibrma- 
tion  of  the  persons  from  whom  this  money  had  heen  received. 
Mr.  Scott  was  applied  to  by  your  committee,  but  could  not 
give  any  more  smtisfaction  in  thiia  particular  than  in  those 
relative  to  the  bonds,  ^M 

The  title  of  the  account  of  the  22nd  of  May  purports,  noWB 
only  that  those  suma  were  paid  into  the  Company' a  treasury 
by  Mr.  Hastings's  order,  but  that  they  were  applied  to  the 
Company's  service.  No  eervice  is  specified,  directly,  or  by 
any  reference,  to  which  this  great  aura  of  money  has  been 
applied. 

Two  eitraordinary  articles  follow  this,  in  the 

May    account,    nmounticg    to    about    £29,000. 

Tbese  articlea  art)  called  receipts  of  durbar 
Tho  general  head  of  durbar  charges,  nyade  by  per- 
sons in  office,  when  analyzed  into  the  particulars,  contains 
Tarioua  expenses,  including  bounties  and  presents  made  by 
government,  chiefly  in  the  foreign  department  j  but  in  the 
mat  account  he  confesses,  tliat  this  sum  alao  is  not  his,  but 
the  Company's  property ;  but,  as  in  all  the  rest,  so  in  this, 
he  carefully  conceals  the  means  by  which  he  acquired  the 
money,  the  time  of  bis  taking  it,  and  the  persons  from  whotau 
it  was  taken.     This  is  the  more  extraordinary,  because,  ' 
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looking  over  the  journals  and  ledgers  of  the  treaBurj,  the 
presents  received,  and  carried  to  the  account  of  the  Oom- 
paay,  (which  were  generally  small  and  coraplimental,)  wer^H 
precisely  entered,  with  the  name  of  the  giver-  'IH 

Tour  committee,  on  turning  to  the  account  of  durbar 
charges,  in  the  ledger  of  that  month,  find  the  sum,  as  stated 
in  the  account  of  ilay  22nd,  to  be  indeed  paid  in  ;  but  there 
is  no  specific  application  whatsoever  entered. 

The  accoimt  of  the  whole  money  thus  clandestinely  re- 
ceived, as  stated  on  the  22nd  of  May,  1782,  (and  for  ii  great 
part  of  which  Mr.  Hastings  to  that  time  took  credit  for,  and 
for  the  rest  has  accounted  in  an  extraordinary  manner  aa  hia 
own,)  amounta  in  the  whole  to  upwards  of  ninety-three 
thousand  pounds  sterling ; — a  vast  sum  to  be  ho  obtained, 
and  BO  loosely  accounted  for  !~K  the  money  taken  from  the 
Kaj ah  of  Benares  be  added,  (as  it  ought,)  it  will  raise  the  sum 
toupwaxda  of  £116,000;  ii'the  £11,600  bond  in  October  bo 
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added,  it  will  be  upwards  of  £128,000,  received  in  a  secret 
manner  hy  Mr.  Ha^tino^a  in  about  erne  year  and  Ave  montha. 
To  all  these  be  adda  uuotber  sum  of  oue  bundred  tliousuud 
pounds,  received  aa  a  present  from  the  souhah  of  Oude. 
Total  upwards  of  £228,000. 

Tour  committee  fiud,  that  this  last  is  the  only  sum,  the 
giver  of  which  Mr.  Hastings  has  thought  projicr  to  declare. 
It  is  to  be  observed,  that  he  did  not  receive  this  £100,00(3  in 
money,  but  in  bills  on  a  j2^eat  native  money-dealer  resident 
at  Benares,  and  who  has  ako  a  house  at  Calcutta ;  he  is  call- 
ed Gopal  D&s.  The  negotiation  of  these  bills  tended  to 
make  a  discovery  not  so  difficult  aa  it  would  have  been  in 
other  cases. 

With  regard  to  the  application  of  thia  last  auni  of  money, 
which  ia  said  to  be  carried  to  the  durbar  charges  of  Apnl, 
1782,  your  committee  are  not  enabled  to  make  any  obaerv- 
ationa  on  it,  as  the  account  of  that  period  haa  not  yet  ar- 
rived. 

Tour  CQmmifcfcee  have,  in  another  report,  remarked  ftdly 
upon  most  of  the  circumatancea  of  this  extraordinary  trans- 
action. Here  they  only  bring  so  uauth.  of  these  circmustaneeB 
again  into  view  as  may  serve  to  throw  light  upon  the  true 
nature  of  the  sums  of  money  taken  by  British  subjects  in 
power,  under  the  name  of  presents ;  and  to  show  kow  far 
they  are  entitled  to  that  deaoriptiou  in  any  sense,  which  can 
tairly  imply  iu  tlie  pretended  douors  either  wiUingnesa  or 
ability  to  give.  The  condition  of  the  bountiful  parties,  who 
are  not  yet  discovered,  may  be  conjectured  from  the  state  of 
those  who  have  been  made  known ;  as  far  as  that  state  any- 
where appeorrf,  their  generosity  ia  foimd  in  proportion,  not 
to  the  opulence  they  possess,  or  to  the  favours  they  receive, 
but  to  the  indigence  tliev  feel,  and  the  insults  they  are  ex- 
posed to.  The  House  vriA  particularly  attend  to  the  situation 
of  the  principal  giver,  the  soubah  of  Oude. 

"  When  the  kuife  (saya  he)  had  penetrated  to  the  bone, 
and  I  was  surrounded  wit]i  heavy  distresses,  that  1  could  no 
longer  live  in  expectations,  I  wTote  you  an  account  of  my 
difficulties. 

"  The  answer,  which  I  have  received  to  it,  is  such,  that  it 
has  given  me  inexpressible  grief  and  affliction.  I  never  had 
the  least-  idea  or  expectation  from  you  and  the  council,  that 
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you  would  ever  have  given  your  orders  in  so  afflicting  a  mau* 
ner,  in  whicli  you  never  before  i^Tote,  and  which  I  could  not 
have  imagined.— Ah  1  am  resolved  to  obey  your  orders  nnd 
directiona  of  the  council  without  any  delay,  as  long  as  I  live, 
I  have,  agreeably  to  those  orders,  delivered  up  all  my  private 
papers  to  him,  (the  resident,)  that  when  he  ahall  have  ex- 
amined my  receipta  and  eipenaea,  he  may  take  whatever  re- 
mains. As  I  know  it  to  be  my  duty  to  eatisfy  you,  the 
Company  and  C4>micil,  I  have  not  failed  to  obey  in  any  in- 
stance ;  but  requested  of  him,  that  it  might  he  done  so  as  not 
to  distress  me  in  my  necessary  expenses ;  there  being  no  other 
funds  but  those  for  the  expenses  of  my  mutaeddieB,  house- 
hold expenses,  and  servants,  Ac.  Ho  demanded  these  in  such 
a  manner,  that,  being  remediless,  I  was  obliged  to  comply 
with  what  he  required.  Ho  baa  acoordiutfly  stopped  the  pen- 
siotis  of  my  old  servants  for  thirty  years,  whether  sepoys,  mnt- 
seddies,  or  household  servants,  and  the  expenses  of  my  family 
and  kitchen,  together  with  the  jaghires  of  my  grandmotlierf 
mother,  and  aunts,  and  of  my  brothers  and  dependents,  which 
were  for  t/ieir  support.  I  had  raised  1300  horse,  and  three 
battalions  of  aepoya,  to  attend  upon  me ;  but,  aa  I  have  no 
resources  to  support  them,  I  have  been  obliged  to  remove 
the  people  stationed  in  the  mahala,  [districts,]  and  to  send  his 
people  [the  resident's  people]  into  the  mahala ;  eo  that  I 
nave  not  now  one  single  servant  about  me.  Should  I  mention 
to  what  further  difficulties  I  have  been  reduced,  it  would 
lay  me  open  to  contempt."  ^m 

In  other  parts  of  this  long  remonstTance,  as  well  qb  il|H 
ether  remonstrances  no  leaa  serious,  he  aays,  "  that  it  is  diffi- 
cult for  him  to  save  himseli'  alive ;  that  in  all  his  affiaira  Mr, 
Hastings  had  given  full  powers  to  tlie  genthmen  here,  (mean- 
ing the  English  resident    and  asaiatants,)  who  have   done 
whatever  they  chose,  and  still  continue  to  do  it.     I  never  t^^*^! 
peeted  that  you  would  have  brought  me  into  such  appre^B 
tension,  and  into  so  weak  a  state,  without  writing  to  me  on 
any  one  of  those  stibjects,  since  1  have  not  the  amalleat  con- 
nexion with  anybody,  except  yourself.     I  am  in  such  distress 
both  day  and  night,  that  I  see  not  the  einalleat  proapect  of 
deliverance  from  it,  since  you  are  so  displeased  with  me  as  not 
to  honour  me  with  a  single  letter." 

la  another  remonstrance  he  thus  eipressea  himself: 


"The  afFaire  of  this  world  are  unstable,  and  soon  pa8« 
away ;  it  woald  tberefore  be  incumbent  on  the  English  gen- 
tlemen to  show  some  friendship  for  me  in  my  necessities.  I, 
who  liave  always  exerted  my  very  life  in  the  service  of  the 
English,  assigned  over  to  them  all  the  resources  left  in  my 
country,  stopped  my  very  household  expenses,  together  with 
the  jaghires  of  my  servants  and  dependents,  to  the  amount 
of  98,98,375  rupees.  Besides  tliis,  aa  to  the  jaghiros  of  my 
grandmother,  mother,  and  uncle,  wliioh  were  granted  to 
ihem  for  their  support,  agreeable  to  engagements,  you  are  the 
mtuCers;  if  the  council  have  sent  orders  for  the  atopping 
their  jaghires  also,  stop  them.  1  have  no  resources  left  in 
my  country ;  and  have  no  frienda  by  me,  being  even  distress- 
ed in  my  daily  subsistence.  I  have  some  elephants,  horses, 
and  the  houses  which  I  inhsibit ;  if  tliey  can  be  of  any  ser- 
vice to  my  friends,  they  arc  ready.  AVnenever  you  can  dis- 
»  cover  any  resources,  seize  upon  them  ;  I  shall  not  interfere 
to  prevent  you.  In  my  present  distress  for  my  daily  cs- 
pensea,  I  was  in  hopes  that  they  would  have  excused  some 
part  of  my  debt.  Of  what  use  ia  it  for  mc  to  relate  my 
situation,  which  ia  known  to  the  whole  world  ?  This  muca 
is  sufficient." 

The  truth  of  all  these  represent ationa  is  nowhere  con- 
tested by  Mr.  llLstings.     It  is  indeed  admitted  in  some- 
thing stronger  than  words ;  for,  upon  account  of  the  Nabob's 
n       condition,  and  the   no  less  diatre.=iHed  condition  of  his  do- 

■  minions,  he  thought  it  fit  to  draw  from  him  and  them  a  large 
W  body  of  the  Compnny'a  troops,  together  with  all  the  Eugliah 
f  of  a  civil  description,  who  were  found  no  leas  burthensome 
r       than  the  military.  This  was  done  on  the  declared  inability  of 

the  country  any  longer  to  siipport  them  ;  a  country  not  much 

»  inferior  to  England  in  extent  and  fertility ;  and,  till  lately  at 
least,  its  equal  in  population  and  culture. 
It  was  to  a  prince,  in  a  state  so  far  remote  from  freedom, 
authority,  and  opulence,  so  penetrated  with  the  treatment 
he  had  received,  and  the  behaviour  he  had  met  with  from 
Mr.  Hastings,  that  Mr.  Hastings  has  chosen  to  attribute  a 
^     disposition  so  very  generous  and  munificent  as,  of  his  own 

■  free  grace  and  mere  motion,  to  make  him  a  present,  at  one 
F  donation,  of  upwards  of  £100,000  sterling.  This  vast  private 
I      donation  was  given  at  the  moment  of  vast  instant  demands 
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■everely  exacted  on  account  of  the  Company,  and  accuiuu* 
lated  on  immeuse  debts  to  the  same  body ;  and  all  taken  from 
a  ruined  prince,  and  almost  desolated  territory. 

Mr.  Hastings  has  had  the  firmness,  witli  all  possible  ease, 
and  apparent  unconcern,  to  request  permission  from  the  di- 
rectors to  legalize  thia  forbidden  present  for  his  own  use. 
This  lie  has  had  the  courage  to  do  at  a  time,  when  he  had 
abundant  reason  to  look  for,  what  he  has  since  received, 
their  ceusiu*  for  many  material  parts  of  his  conduct  to- 
wards the  people,  from  whose  wasted  substance  this  pretend- 
ed free  gift  was  drawn.  He  does  not  pretend,  that  he  has 
reason  to  expect  the  smallest  degree  of  partiality,  in  this  or 
any  other  point,  from  the  court  of  directors.     For,  besides 

his  complaint,  first  stated,  of  having  never  pos- 
^'b  ^o™"*"  seesed  their  confidence,  in  a  late  letter  (in  which, 

notwithstanding  the  censures  of  parliament,  he 
magnifies  his  ot*ti  conduct)  he  says,  tlvat  in  all  the  long  pe- 
riod of  his  service  "  he  has  almost  unremittedly  wanted  the 
support,  which  all  his  predecessors  had  enjoyed  from  their 
constituents.  From  mine  (says  he)  I  have  received  nothing 
but  reproach,  hard  epithets,  and  indignities,  instead  of  re- 
wards and  encouragement."  It  must  therefore  have  been 
from  some  other  source  of  protection  than  that  which  the 
law  had  placed  over  him,  that  he  looked  for  countenance  and 
reward  in  violating  an  act  of  parliament,  which  forbade  him 
from  taking  gifts  or  presents  on  any  accouni  whatsoever; 
much  leas  a  gift  of  this  magnitude,  which,  from  the  distress  of 
the  giver,  must  bo  supposed  the  effect  of  the  most  cruel  ex- 
tortion . 

The  directors  did  wrong  in  their  orders  to  ap- 
di  B*S?o*.V.     propriate  money,  which  they  must  know  could 

not  have  been  acquired  by  the  consent  of  the 
pretended  donor,  to  their  own  use.  They  acted  more  pro- 
perly in  refusing  to  confirm  this  grant  to  Mr.  Hastings,  and 
in  choosing  rather  to  refer  him  to  the  law,  which  be  had 
violated,  than  to  his  own  sense  of  what  he  thouglit  he  was 
entitled  to  take  from  the  natives ;  putting  him  in  mind,  that 
the  regulating  act  had  expressly  declared, "  that  no  governor- 
general,  or  any  of  the  council,  shall,  directly  or  indirectly, 
accept,  receive,  or  take,  of  or  from  any  person  or  persons,  or 
nn  any  account  whatsoever,  any  present,  giftj  donation,  gi»» 
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tuity,  or  reward,  pecuniary  or  otherwiae  ;  or  any  promise  or 
engagement  for  any  of  the  aforesaid."  Here  is  no  reserve 
for  the  case  of  a  diacloBure  to  the  directors,  and  lor  the  legal- 
izing the  breach  of  an  act  of  parliaincnt  by  their  smbsequent 
consent.  The  illegality  attached  to  tlie  action  at  its  verv 
commencement;  and  it  could  never  be  afterwards  legalized"; 
the  directors  had  no  such  power  reserved  to  them.  Wordi 
cannot  be  devised  of  a  stronger  import,  or  studied  with  moro 
care.  To  these  words  of  the  act  are  opposed  the  declaration 
and  conduct  of  IVIr.  Hastings  ;  who,  in  hia  letter  of  January, 
1782,  thinks  fit  to  declare,  that  "  an  offer  of  a  very  consider- 
able sum  of  money  was  made  to  him,  both  on  the  part  of  the 
Nabob  and  his  ministers,  as  a  present,  which  he  accepted 
toithout  hesitation."  The  plea  oi  hia  pretended  necessity  i.s 
of  no  avail.  The  present  was  not  in  ready  money,  nor,  as 
your  committee  conceive,  applicable  to  his  immediate  neces- 
sities. Even  his  credit  was  not  bettered  by  biOa  at  long 
periods  ;  he  does  not  pretend,  that  he  raised  any  money  upon 
them  ;  nor  is  it  conceivable,  that  a  banker  at  Benares  would 
be  more  willing  to  honour  the  draughts  of  so  miserable,  un- 
done, and  dependent  a  person  as  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  than 
those  of  the  governor- general  of  Bengal ;  which  might  be 
paid  either  on  the  receipt  of  the  Benares  revenue,  or  at  the 
Beat  of  hia  power,  and  of  the  Company's  exchequer.  Besides, 
it  is  not  explicable  upon  any  grounds,  that  can  be  avowed, 
why  the  Nabob,  who  could  afford  to  give  these  bills  as  a  pre- 
sent to  Mr.  Hastings,  could  not  have  equally  given  them  in 
discharge  of  the  debt,  which  he  owed  to  the  Company.  It 
is  indeed  very  much  to  be  feared,  that  the  people  ot  India 
find  it  sometimes  turn  more  to  their  account,  to  give  presents 
to  the  English  in  authority,  than  to  pay  their  debts  to  the 
public ;  and  this  is  a  matter  of  a  very  serious  consideration. 
No  small  merit  is  made  by  IVIr.  Hastings,  and  that  too  in 
a  high  and  upbraiding  style,  of  his  having  come  to  a  volun- 
tary discovery  of  this  and  other  unlawful  prac- 
tices of  the  same  kind.  "  That  honourable  court  dii*B*?f!^ 
(says  Mr.  Hastings,  addressing  himself  to  his 
masters,  in  hia  letter  of  December,  1782)  ought  to  know 
whether  I  poaaesa  the  integrity  and  honour,  which  are  the 
first  requisites  of  such  a  station.  If  I  wanted  these,  they 
h»Te  afforded  me  too  powerful  incentives  to  auppresa  the  ixk- 
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formation  wbicli  I  now  convey  to  tbem  ttrough  yc«,  and  to 
tppropriate  to  my  own  use  tne  sum 8,  which  I  have  already 
passed  to  their  credit,  by  their  unworthy,  and,  pardon  me  if 
I  add,  dangerous  reflections,  which  they  have  passed  upon  me 
for  the  first  commuJiiration  of  this  kind  ;"  (and  he  immedi- 
ately adds,  what  m  singular  and  striking,  and  savours  of  a 
recriminatory  insinuation  ;)  "  and  your  owa  experience  will 
Buggest  to  you,  that  there  are  persons  who  would  profit  by 
BUfh  a  warning."  To  what  directors  in  particular  this  im- 
putation of  experience  is  applied,  and  what  other  persona 
they  are,  in  whom  experience  has  shown  a  disposition  to  pro- 
fit of  such  a  warning,  is  a  matter  highly  proper  to  be  in- 
quired into.     What    Mr.   Hastings   says  further    on    this 

Biibject  is  no  les3  worthy  of  attention  : — "  that  he 
Appeniiii.       could  have  concealed  these  transaction g,  if  he  had 

a  wrong  motive,  from  theirs  and  the  public  eye  for 
ever."  It  is  undoubtedly  true,  that,  whether  the  observation 
be  applicable  to  the  particidar  case,  or  not,  practices  of  this  cor- 
rupt nature  are  eitremely  diiBcult  of  detection  anywhere,  but 
especially  in  India  ;  but  all  restraint  upon  that  grand  funda- 
mental abuse  of  preaenta  is  gone  for  ever,  if  the  servants  of 
the  Company  can  derive  safety  from^  a  defiance  of  the  law, 
when  they  can  no  longer  hope  to  screen  themselves  by  an 
evasion  of  it.  All  hope  of  reformation  is  at  an  end,  if,  con- 
fiding in  the  force  of  a  faction  among  directors  or  proprietors 
to  bear  them  out,  and  possibly  to  vote  them  the  fruit  of  their 
crimes  as  a  reward  of  their  discovery,  they  find,  that  their 
bold  avowal  of  their  offences  is  not  only  to  produce  indem- 
nity, but  to  be  rated  for  merit.  If  once  a  presumption  is 
admitted,  that  wherever  something  is  divulged  nothing  is  hid, 
the  discovering  of  one  ofi'ence  may  become  the  certain  means 
of  concealing  a  multitude  of  others.  The  contrivance  is  easy 
and  trivial,  and  lies  open  to  the  meaneat  proficient  in  this 
kind  of  art ;  it  will  not  only  become  an  effectual  cover  to 
Buch  practices,  but  will  tend  infinitely  to  increase  them.  In 
that  case  sums  of  money  will  be  taken  for  the  purpose  of 
discovery,  and  making  merit  with  the  Company ;  and  other 
sums  will  be  taken  for  the  private  advantage  of  the  receiver. 
It  must  certainly  be  impossible  for  the  natives  to  know 
what  presents  are  for  one  purpose,  or  what  for  the  other.  It 
in  not  for  a  (jfentoo  or  a  I^Iabometan  land-holder,  at  the  foot 
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of  the  remotest  mountains  in  India,  who  has  no  access  to 
onr  records,  and  kiiowa  nothing  of  our  language,  to  dis- 
tinguish wliat  hicks  of  rupees,  which  he  haa  given  eo  nomine, 
as  a  present  to  a  Company's  servant,  are  to  be  authorized  hj 
his  masters  in  Leadeuhall  Street  as  proper  and  legal,  or 
carried  to  their  public  account  at  their  pleasare;  and  what 
are  laid  up  for  his  own  emolument. 

The  legislature,  in  declaring  all  presents  to  he  the  pro- 
perty of  the  Company,  could  not  consider  corruption,  extor- 
tion, and  fraud,  as  any  part  of  their  resources.  The  property 
in  such  presents  was  declared  to  be  theirs,  not  aa  a  fund  for 
their  benefit,  but  in  order  to  found  a  legal  title  to  a  civil 
suit.  It  was  declared  theirs,  to  facilitate  the  recovery,  out 
of  corrupt  and  oppressive  hands,  of  money  illegally  taken  ; 
but  this  legal  fiction  of  property  could  not,  nor  ought,  by  the 
legislature  to  he  considered  in  any  other  ligbt  than  as  a  trust 
held  by  them  for  those  who  suffered  the  injury.  Upon  any 
other  construction  the  Company  would  have  a  right,  first,  to 
extract  money  from  the  subjects  or  dependents  of  this 
kingdom,  committed  to  their  care,  by  means  of  particular 
conventions,  or  by  taxes,  by  rents,  and  by  monopolies ;  and, 
when  they  had  exhausted  every  contrivance  of  public  im- 
position, then  they  were  to  he  at  liberty  to  let  loose  upon  the 
people  all  their  servants,  from  the  highest  rank  to  the  lowest, 
to  prey  upon  them  at  pleasure,  and  to  draw,  by  personal  anrf 
official  authority,  by  inJhieiice,  venality,  and  terror,  whatever 
was  left  to  them ; — and  that  all  this  was  justified,  provided 
the  product  was  paid  into  the  Company's  exchequer. 

This  prohibition  and  permission  of  presents,  with  this 
declaration  of  property  in  the  Company,  would 
leave  no  property  to  any  man  in  India.     If,  how-     ,Yi'  J-L^s 
ever,  it  Bnould  be  thought,  that  this  dause  in  the 
act  should  be  capable,  by  construction  and  retrospect,  of  so 
legalizing,  and  thus  appropriating  these  preseuta,  (which 
your  committee  conceive  impossible,)  it  is  absolutely  neces- 
Bary  that  it  should  be  very  fully  explaiued. 

The  provision  in  the  act  was  made  in  favour  of  the  natives. 
If  such  construction  prevails,  the  provision  made  as  their 
Bcreen  from  oppression  will  become  the  means  of  increasing 

d  aggravating  it  without  bounds  and  beyond  remedy,    Ii 
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prcaents,  wbich  when  they  are  given  were  unlawful,  can 
afterwards  be  legalized  hy  an  application  of  them  to  the 
Company's  service,  no  sufferer  can  even  reaort  to  a  remedial 
process  at  law  for  his  own  relief.  The  moment  he  attempts 
to  sue,  the  money  may  be  paid  into  the  Company's  treaauiy ; 
it  is  then  lawfully  talten,  and  the  party  is  non-suited.  ^m 

The  Company  itself  must  suffer  extremely  in  the  whole  ^| 
order  and  regularity  of  their  public  accounts,  if  the  idea,  upon 
which  IVIr.  Hastings  justifies  the  taking  of  these 
tnKa'»*]!^sttcr*rf  prcsents,  receives  the  smallest  countenance.  On 
16  netember,  his  principles,  the  Same  sum  may  become  private 
alx^B^N^'e,''  property,  or  public,  at  the  pleasure  of  the  re- 
ceiver ;  it  is  in  his  power,  Mr.  Ilaatinga  saya,  to 
conceal  it  for  ever.  He  certainly  has  it  in  his  power  not 
only  to  keep  it  hack,  and  bring  it  forward  at  his  own  times, 
but  even  to  shift  and  reverse  the  relations  in  the  accounts 
(aa  Mr.  Hastings  has  done)  in  what  manner  and  proportion 
Beema  good  to  him,  and  to  make  himself  alternately  deotor  or^^| 
creditor  for  the  same  sums.  ^B 

Of  this  irregularity  Mr.  Hastings  himself  appears  in  some 
degree  sensible.  He  conceives  it  possible,  that  his  transac- 
tions of  this  nature  may  to  the  court  of  directors 
StB^'No?a.  Beem  unsatisfactory.  He,  however,  puts  it  hypo- 
thctically ; — "  if  to  you  (saya  he)  who  are  ac- 
customed to  view  business  in  an  official  and  regular  light, 
they  should  appear  unprecedented,  if  not  improper."  He  just 
conceives  it  possible,  that  in  an  official  money  transaction 
the  directors  may  expect  a.  proceeding  official  and  regular. 
In  what  other  lights  than  those,  which  are  olficial  and  regular, 
matters  of  public  account  ought  to  he  regarded  by  those  who 
have  the  charge  of  them,  either  in  Bengal  or  in  England^ 
does  not  appear  to  yoiu-  committee.  Any  other  is  certainly 
"unprecedented  and  improper;"  and  can  only  serve  to 
cover  fraud  both  in  the  receipt  and  in  the  expenditure.  The 
acq^uiaition  of  58,000  rupees,  or  near  £6000,  which  appears 
in   the   sort   of  unofficial   and  irregular  account  that  he 

furnishes  of  his  presents  in  his  letter  of  May,  ^ 
™  3^g}^"j     17S2,  must  appear  extraordinary  indeed  to  those,  fl 

who  expect  from  men  in  office  something  of&cial 
end  Bomething  regular.     "This  sum  (says  he)  I  receiv€4, 
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wtile  I  was  on  my  journey  to  Benaree."    He  tells  vmeAppendir 
it  with  the  Bame  careless  indifference,  as  if  things       ®'  ^°'  '■ 
of  this  kind  were  found  by  accident  on  the  high  road. 

Mr.  Hastings  did  not,  indeed  he  could  not,  doubt,  that 
this  unprecedented  and  improper  account  would  produce 
much  discussion.  He  tsays,  "  why  these  sums 
were  taken  by  me ;  why  they  were  (except  the 
second)  quietly  transferred  to  the  Company's  account ;  why 
bonds  were  taken  for  the  first,  and  not  for  the  rest ;  might, 
were  this  matter  to  he  exposed  to  the  view  of  the  public, 
furnish  a  variety  of  conjectures." 

Tliia  matter  has  appeared,  and  has  furnished,  as  it  ought 
to  do,  something  more  serious  than  conjectures.  It  would 
in  anv  othen*  case  he  supposed,  that  Mr.  Hastings,  expectuig 
such  inquiries,  and  considering  that  the  questions  are  (even 
as  they  are  imperfectly  stated  by  himself)  far  from  frivolous, 
would  condescend  to  give  some  information  upon  them  ;  but 
the  conclusion  of  a  sentence  so  importantly  begun,  and  which 
leads  to  such  expectations,  is,  "  that  to  these  conjectures  it 
would  be  of  little  use  to  reply." — This  ia  all  he  aays  to  public 
comecture. 

To  the  court  of  directors  he  ia  very  little  more  complaisant, 
and  not  at  oU  more  Batiafactory ;  he  states  merely  as  a  sup- 
position their  inquiry  concormng  matters  of  which  he  posi- 
tively knew  that  they  had  called  for  an  explanation.  He 
knew  it,  because  he  presumed  to  censure  them  for  doing  so. 
To  the  hypothesis  oi  a  further  inquiry  he  gives  a  conjectural 
answer  of  such  a  kind,  as  probably,  in  an  account  of  a  doubt- 
ful transaction,  and  to  a  superior,  was  never  done  before. 

"  fVere  your  honourable  court  to  question  me  upon  these 
points,  I  would  answer,  that  the  sums  were  taken  for  the 
Company's  benefit  at  times  iu  which  the  Com- 
pany very  much  stood  in  need  of  them  ;  that  1  ^'"^j  ^rfo*?*"* 
either  chose  to  conceal  the  fii-at  receipts  from 
public  ciiriosity  by  receiving  bonds  for  the  amount,  or  pos- 
sibly acted  without  any  ttudied  design,  which  my  memory 
could  at  this  distance  of  time  verify." 

He  here  professes  not  to  be  certain  of  the  motives  by 
which  he  was  himself  actuated  in  so  extraordinary  a  conceal- 
ment, and  in  the  use  of  such  extraordinary  means  to  effect 
I  f  and,  as  if  the  acts  in  question  were  those  of  tax  absolute 
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stranger,  and  not  his  own,  he  gives  various  loose  oonjccturee 
concerning  the  motive  to  them.  He  even  supposes,  in  taking 
preaenta  contrary  to  law,  and  in  taking  bonda  for  them  aa 
his  own  contraty  to  what  he  admits  to  be  truth  and  fact, 
that  he  might  have  acted  without  any  distinct  motive  at  aU, 
or  at  least  such  an  hia  memory  could  reach  at  that  distance 
of  time.  That  immense  diataoce,  in  the  faiiitneas  of  which 
his  recollection  is  so  completely  lost  as  to  set  him  guessing 
at  his  motives  for  hia  own  conduct,  was  fipom  the  15th  of 
January,  1781,  when  the  bonds  at  hia  own  request  were  given, 
to  the  date  of  this  letter,  which  is  the  22nu  of  May,  1782 ; 
that  is  to  say,  about  one  yeav  and  four  months. 

Aa  to  the  other  sums,  for  which  no  bond  waa  taken,  the  1 
groond  for  the  difference  in  his  explanation  ia  still  more  ex- 
traordinary ;  he  says,  "  I  did  not  think  it  worth 
^"b^o.*3^'^  my  care  to  observe  the  same  means  with  the 
rest."     The  rest  of  these  sums,  which  were  not 
worth  his  care,  are  stat-ed  in  his  account  to  be  greater  than 
those  he  was  so  solicitous  (for  some  reason,  which  he  cannot 
guess)  to  cover  under  bonds ;  these  smns  amount  to  near 
£53,000 ;  whereas  the  others  did  not  much  exceed  £40,000. 
For  these  actions,  attended  with  these  explanations,  he  ven- 
tures to  appeal  to  their  (the  directors)  breasts  for  a  candid 
interpretation ;  and  "  he  aasumea  the  freedom  to  add,  that 
he  thinks  liimself,  on  sjich  a  subjoct,  and  on  sack 
an  occasion,  entitled  to  it ;"  and  then,  aa  if  he 
bad  performed  some  laudable  exploit,  in  the  accompanying 
letter  he  glories  in  the  integrity  of  hia  conduct ;  and,  anti- 
cipating his  triumph  over  injusbce,  and  the  applauses  which^ 
at  a  future  time,  he  seems  confident  he  ehaU  receive,  says  be, 
"  the  applause  of  my  own  bre^ast  is  my  surest  reward.     Tour 
applause,  and  that  of  my  country,  is  my  next 
^' B-lvTe!"^  ^"i^h  ui  life."     He  declares  in  that  very  letter, 
that  he  had  not  at  any  time  possessed  the  con- 
fidence with  them  which  thoy  never  withheld  from  the  mean- 
est of  hia  predecessors.     With  wishes  bo  near  his  heart  per- 
petually disappointed,  and,  instead  of  applauses,  (as  he  tells 
lis,)  receiving  nothing  but  reproaches  and  disgraceful  epi- 
thets, his  steady  continuance  for  so  many  years  in  their  ser- 
vice, in  a  place  obnosioua  in  the  highest  degree  to  Buapicion 
and  cenaiire,  is  a  thing  altogether  singular. 
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It  appears  very  neces&air  to  your  coramittee  to  observe 
Qpon  tne  great  leading  prmcijiles,  which  Mr.  Hastings  as* 
Bumes  to  justify  the  irregular  taking  of  these  vast  Bums  of 
money,  and  all  the  irregular  means  he  had  employed  to  cover 
the  greater  part  of  it.  Those  principlea  are  the  more  nece^ 
Bary  to  be  inquired  into,  becauHe,  if  admitted,  they  will  serve 
to  juatily  every  species  of  improper  conduct.  H  is 
words  are,  "  that  the  sources  from  which  these 
reliefs  to  the  public  service  have  come,  would 
never  have  yielded  them  to  the  Company  publicly;  and  that 
the  exigencies  of  their  service  (eiigencies  created  by  the  ei- 
poeitinn  of  their  affairs,  and  faction  in  their  divided  councils) 
required  those  supplies." 

Afl  to  the  first  of  these  eitraordiaary  poeitions,  your  com- 
mittee cannot  conceive  what  motive  coidd  actuate  any  native 
of  India,  dependent  on  the  Company,  in  assisting  them  pri- 
vately, and  in  refusing  to  assist  them  publicly.  li'  the  trans- 
action was  fair  and  honest,  every  native  must  have  been  de- 
siroua  of  making  merit  with  the  great  governing  power.  If 
he  gave  his  money  as  a  free  gift,  he  might  value  himself 
upon  very  honourable,  and  very  acceptable,  service ;  if  he 
lent  it  on  the  Company's  bonds,  it  would  still  have  been  of 
service,  and  he  might  also  receive  8  per  cent,  for  his  money. 
No  native  could  (without  some  interested  view)  give  to  the 
governor-general  what  he  would  refuse  to  the  Company,  as  a 
grant,  or  even  as  a  loan.  It  is  plain,  that  the  powers  of  go- 
vernment must,  in  some  way  or  other,  be  understood  by  the 
natives  to  be  at  sale.  The  gaveruor-general  says,  that  he 
took  the  money  with  an  original  destination  to  the  purposes 
to  which  he  asserts  he  has  since  applied  it.  But  this  origin- 
al destination  was  in  his  own  mind  only,  not  declared,  nor 
by  him  pretended  to  be  declared,  to  the  party  who  gave  the 
presents,  and  who  could  perceive  nothing  in  it  but  money 
paid  to  the  supremo  miigL'itrate  for  his  own  private  emolu- 
ment. All  that  the  natives  could  possibly  perceive  in  such 
a  transaction,  must  be  highly  dishonourable  to  the  Company*B 
government ;  for  they  must  conceive,  when  they  gave  money 
to  Mr.  Hai^tings,  that  they  bought  from  Mr.  Hastings  either 
what  was  their  o^vn  right,  or  something  that  was  not  bo  ^  or, 
that  they  redeemed  themselves  fi-ora  some  acts  of  rigour  in- 
flicted, threatened!  or  apprehended.    K,  in  the  first  case,  Mr. 
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Hastings  gave  them  the  object  for  which  they  hargained,  hit, 
act,  however  proper,  was  corrupt ;  if  he  did  not,  it  was  hoth 
corrupt  and  fraudulent ;  ii'  the  money  was  extorted  by  fon 
or  threats,  it  was  oppreaaive  and  tyrannica-l.  The  very  nature 
of  such  transaction  a  has  a  tendency  to  teach  the  natives  to 
pay  a  corrupt  court  to  the  servants  of  the  Company ;  and 
they  must  thereby  he  rendered  less  willing,  or  less  able,  or 
perhaps  hoth,  to  fulfil  their  engagements  to  the  state.  Mr, 
Scott*a  evidence  ssserts,  that  they  would  rather  give  to  Mr. 
Hastings  than  lend  to  the  Company.  It  is  very  probable ; 
but  it  is  a  demonatration  of  their  opinion  of  hia  power  and 
corruption,  and  of  the  weak  and  precarious  state  of  the  Coia> 
pany's  authority. 

The  second  principle  assumed  by  Mr.  Hastings  for 
juatification,  namely,  that  fectious  opposition.,  and  a  divid( 
government,  might  create  exigencies  requiring  supplies,  ia 
full  as  dangerous  as  the  first ;  for  if,  in  the  divisions  which 
must  arise  in  aH  councils,  one  member  of  government,  when 
ho  thinks  others  factiously  disposed,  shall  be  entitled  to  take 
money  privately  from  the  subject  for  the  purposes  of  hia 
poHtica,  and  thereby  to  dispense  with  an  act  of  parliament, 
pretences  for  that  end  cannot  be  wanting.  A  dispute  may 
always  be  raised  in  council  in  order  to  cover  oppression  and 
peculation,  elsewhere.  But  these  principles  of  Mr,  Hastings 
tend  entirely  to  destroy  the  character  and  ftinctions  of  a 
council,  and  to  vest  them  with  one  of  the  dissentient  mem- 
bers. The  law  baa  placed  the  sense  of  the  whole  in  the  ma- 
jority ;  and  it  is  not  a  thing  to  be  aufFered,  that  any  of  the 
members  should  privately  raise  money  for  the  avowed  pur- 
pose of  defeating  that  sense,  or  for  promoting  designs  that 
are  contrary  to  it ;  a  more  alanning  assumption  of  power  in 
an  individual  member  of  any  deliberative  or  executive  body 
cannot  be  imagined.  Mr.  Hastings  had  no  right,  in  order 
to  clear  himself  of  peculation,  to  criminate  the  majority  with 
faction.  No  member  of  any  body,  outvoted  on  a  question, 
has,  or  can  have,  a  right  to  direct  any  part  of  his  public  con- 
duct by  that  principle.  The  members  of  the  council  had  a 
common  superior,  to  whom^  they  might  appeal  iu  their  mu- 
tual charges  of  faction— they  did  so  frequently ;  and  the 
imputation  of  faction  has  almost  always  been  laid  ou  Mr« 
Hastings  himself. 
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But  there  were  periods^  very  diatinguiahed  periods  too,  in 
the  records  of  the  Company,  in  which  the  clandestine  taking 
of  money  could  not  be  supported  eren  by  this  pretence. 
Mr.  Hastings  haa  been  charged  with  varioua  acts  oi  pecula- 
tion, perpetrated  at  a  time  he  could  not  escuse  himself  by 
the  plea  of  any  public  purpose  to  be  carried  on,  or  of  any 
faction  in  council,  by  which  it  was  traversed.  It  may  h& 
necessary  here  to  recall  to  the  recollection  of  the  House, 
that  on  the  cry,  which  prevailed,  of  the  ill  practices  of  the 
Company's  servants  iu  ludia,  (which  general  cry  in  a  great 
measure  produced  the  regulating  act  of  1773,)  tte  court  of 
directors,  in  their  instructions  of  the  2g^h  of  March,  1774, 
gave  it  as  an  injunction  to  the  council- general,  that  "they 
immediately  cause  the  strictest  inquiry  to  be  made  into  all 
oppressions,  which  may  have  been  committed  either  against 
natives  or  Europeans,  and  into  all  abuses,  which  may  have 
prevailed  in  the  collection  of  the  revenues,  or  any  part  of 
the  civil  government  of  the  presidency;  and  that  you  com- 
municate to  us  all  information,  which  you  may  be  able  to 
obtain  relative  thereto,  or  any  embezzlement  or  dissipation 
of  the  Company's  money." 

In  this  inquiry,  by  far  the  moat  important  abuse  which 
appeared  on  any  of  the  above  beads,  was  that  which  was 
charged  relative  to  the  sale  in  gross,  by  Mr.  Hastings,  of 
nothing  less  than  the  whole  authority  of  the  country  govern- 
ment, in  the  disposal  of  the  guardianship  of  the  Nabob  of 
Bengal. 

The  present  Nabob,  Mobarek  ul  Dowlah,  was  a  minor 
when  he  succeeded  to  the  title  and  office  of  Subadar  of  the 
three  provinces  in  1770-  Although  in  a  state  approaching 
to  subjection,  stiD  his  rank  and  character  were  important. 
Much  was  necessarily  to  depend  upon  a  person,  who  was  to 
preserve  the  moderation  of  a  sovereign,  not  supported  by 
intrinsic  power ;  and  yet  to  maintain  the  dignity  necessary 
to  carry  on  the  representation  of  political  government,  aa 
well  aa  the  substance  of  the  whole  criminal  justice  of  a  great 
country.  A  good  education,  couformably  to  the  maxima  of 
his  religion  and  the  mannera  of  hia  people,  was  necessary  to 
enable  him  to  flU  that  delicate  place  with  reputation  either 
to  the  Mahometau  government  or  to  oiu-s.  He  had  atiU  to 
manage  a  revenue  not  inconsiderable,  which  remaiued  as  tbt 
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Bole  resource  for  the  languisliing  dignitj  of  persons  any  waj 
distinguished  in  rank  anion^  Mussulmen,  who  were  aD  aUh 
tached  and  dung  to  him.     These  considerationa  rendered  9^| 
neceaaary  to  put  his  person  and  affaira  into  proper  handa.^^ 
They  ought  to  have  been  men,  who  were  able  by  the  grarity 
of  their  ranli  and  character  to  ]3reserTe  his  morals  from  the 
contagion  of  low  and  vicious  company  ;   men,  who  by  thei) 
integrity  and  firmneaB  might  be  enabled  to  resist,  in  somd 
degree,  the  rapacity  of  Europeans,  aa  well  aa  to  secure  the 
remaining  fragments  of  his  propei-ty  from  the  attempts  of 
the  natives  themaelvea,  who  mnst  lie  under  strong  tempta- 
tion of  taking  their  share  in  the  laat  pillage  of  a  decaying 
House. 

The  directors  were  fiiHy  impressed  with  the  necessity  of 
BTich  an  arrangement ;  your  committee  find,  that,  on  the  26th 
of  Augustj  1771,  they  gave  iinatructions  to  the  president  and 
council  to  appoint  "  a  minister  to  transact  the  political  affairs 
of  the  Cirear  [government]  ;  and  to  select  for  that  purpose 
some  person  well  qualified  for  the  affairs  of  government,  to^ 
be  the  minister  of  the  government,  and  guardian  of  the  Na^| 
bob's  minority."  ^^ 

The  order  waa  ao  distinct  as  not  to  admit  of  a  mistake ;  it 
was  (for  ita  matter)  provident  and  well  considered ;  and  the 
trust,  which  devolved  on  Mr.  Hastings,  was  of  such  a  nature 
as  might  well  stimulate  a  man,  sensible  to  reputation,  to 
fulfil  it  in  a  manner  agreeably  to  the  directions  he  had  re- 
ceived, and  not  only  above  just  cause  of  exception,  but  out 
of  the  reach  of  auapicion  and  malice.  In  that  situation  it 
was  natural  to  suppose  he  would  cast  his  eyes  upon  men  of 
the  first  repute  and  consideration  among  the  Mussulmen  of 
high  rank. 

Mr.  Hastings,  instead  of  directing  hia  eyes  to  the  durbar, 
employed  his  researches  in  the  seraglio.  In  the  iniaoat  re- 
eesaea  of  that  place  he  diacovered  a  woman,  secluded  from, 
the  intercourse,  and  shut  up  from  the  eyes  of  men,  whom  he 
found  to  correspond  with  the  orders  he  had  received  from 
the  directors,  as  a  person  well  "  qualified  for  the  affaira  of 
government,  fit  to  be  a  minister  of  government,  and  the 
guardian  of  the  Nabob'w  minority."  This  woman  he  so- 
lemnly invests  with  these  functions;  he  appoints  Raja 
Gourdaa,  whom  some  time  after  he  himself  qualified  yni 
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4  description  of  a  young  man  of  mean  abilitiea,  to  be  her 
duan  or  steward  of  the  household.  The  rest  of  the  arrange- 
ment was  correspondent  to  this  disposition  of  the  principal 
officers. 

It  seems  not  to  have  been  lawful  or  warrantable  in  Mr. 
Hastings  to  set  aside  the  arrangement  positively  prescribed 
by  the  court  of  directors,  which  evidently  pointed  to  a  nmn, 
not  to  any  woman  whatever.  As  a  woman,  confined  in  the 
female  apartment,  tlie  lady  he  appointed  could  not  be  com- 
petent to  hold,  or  qualified  to  exercise,  any  active  employ- 
ment ;  she  stood  in  need  of  guardians  for  herself,  and  had 
not  the  ability  for  the  guardianship  of  a  person  circum- 
stanced as  the  Soubali  was.  General  Clavering,  Colonel 
Monson,  and  Mr.  Francis  declare,  in  their  minute,  "  that 
they  believe  there  never  was  an  instance  in  India  of  such  a 
trust  so  disposed  of."  ]VIr.  Hastings  has  produced  no  pre- 
cedent Ln  answer  to  this  objection. 

It  will  be  proper  to  state  to  the  House  the  situation  and 
circurast.inces  of  the  women  priueipally  concerned,  who  were 
in  the  seraglio  of  Jaffier  Ali  Khiu  at  his  death.  The  first  of 
these  was  called  Munny  Begum,  a  person  originally  bom  of 
poor  and  obscure  parents,  who  delivered  her  over  to  the  con- 
ductress of  a  company  of  dancing  girls ;  in  which  profession 
being  called  to  exhibit  at  a  festival,  the  late  Nabob  took  a 
liking  to  her,  and,  after  soma  cohabitation,  she  obtained  such 
influence  over  him,  that  he  took  her  for  one  of  his  wives,  and 
(she  seems  to  have  been  the  favourite)  put  her  at  the  head 
of  his  harem  ;  and  having  a  sou  by  her,  this  son  succeeded  to 
his  authority  and  estate  ;  Munny  Begum,  the  mother,  being 
by  his  vrill  a  devisee  of  considerable  sums  of  money,  and 
other  effects,  on  which  he  left  a  charge,  which  has  since  been 
applied  to  the  service  of  the  East-India  Company.  The  son 
of  this  lady  dying,  and  a  son  by  another  wife  Bucceediug,  and 
dying  also,  the  present  Nabob,  Mobarek  ul  Dowlah,  son  by 
a  third  Avife,  succeeded.  This  woman  was  then  alive,  and  in 
the  seragHo. 

It  was  Munny  Begum  that  Mr.  Hastings  chose,  and  not 
'the  natural  mother  of  the  Nabob.  Whether,  having  chosen 
a  woman  in  dcHance  of  the  Company'^a  orders,  and  in  passing 
by  the  natural  parent  of  the  minor  prince,  he  was  influenced 
by  respect  for  the  disposition  made  by  the  deceased  Nabob 
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durmg  tia  life,  or  by  other  motives,  the  House  will  determine 
upon  a  view  of  the  facts,  wMch  follow.     It  will  be  matter  of 
inqtiiry,  when  the  question  ia  stated  upon  the  appointment 
of  a  atep-mother  in  excluBion  of  the  parent,  whether  the^H 
usage  of  tho  East  constantly  authoriKes  the  continufince  o^| 
that  same  distribution  of  rank  and  power,  whieh  was  settled 
in  the  seraglio  during  the  life  of  a  deceased  prince,  and 
which  was  found  so  settled  at  hin  death,  and  afterwards  to 
the  exclusion  of  the  mother  of  the  eueceasor.     In  case  of 
female  guardianship,  her  claim  seems  to  be  a  right  of  nature ; 
and  which  nothing  but  a  very  clear  positive  law  will  (if  that 
can)  authorize  the  departure  from.     The  history  of  Munny 
Begum  is  stated  on  the  records  of  the  council-general,  and 
no  attempt  made  by  Mr.  Hastings  to  controvert  the  truth|^| 
of  it.  ■ 

That  was  charged  by  the  majority  of  council  to  have  hap- 
pened, which  might  be  expected  inevitably  to  happen ;  the 
care  of  the  Nabob's  education  was  grossly  neglected,  and  his 
fortune  as  grossly  mismanaged  and  embezzled.     What  con-^^_ 
nexion  this  waste  and  embezzlement  had  with  the  aubse<^| 
quent  events,  the  House  will  judge,  ^^ 

On  the  2nd  of  May,  1775,  Mr.  James  Grant,  accountant 
to  the  provincial  council  of  Moorshedabad,  produced  to  the 
governor- general  and  council  certain  Persian  papers,  which 
stated  nine  lacks  of  rupees  (upwards  of  ninety  thousand^™ 
pounds  sterling)  received  by  Munuy  Begiun  on  her  appoLut-^H 
meot  to  the  management  oi  the  Nabob's  household,  over  and 
above  the  balance  due  at  that  time,  and  not  accounted  for  by 
her.  These  Grant  bad  received  firom  Nuned  Roy,  who  had 
been  a  vsriter  in  the  Begum's  treasury-ofBce.  Both  Mr. 
Grant  and  Nuaed  Boy  were  caUed  before  the  board,  and  ex- 
amined respecting  the  autbenticity  of  the  papers.  Among 
other  circumstances  tending  to  establish  the  credit  of  these 
papers,  it  appears,  that  Mr.  Grant  offered  to  make  oath,  that 
the  chief  eunucb  of  the  Begum  had  come  to  him  on  purpose 
to  prevail  on  him  not  to  send  the  papers ;  and  had  declared, 
tliat  the  accounts  were  not  to  be  disputed. 

On  the  9Lh  of  May  it  was  resolved  by  a  majority  of  the 
board,  against  the  opinion  and  solemn  protest  of  the  govern- 
or-general, that  a  gentleman  should  be  sent  up  to  tlie  city 
of  Sloorshedabad  to  demand  of  Munnr  Begum  the  accounts 
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of  the  Nizamut  and  housebold,  from  April,  1764,  to  the  latest 
period,  t-o  which  they  could  he  closed,  and  to  divest  the  Be- 
gum of  the  office  of  guardian  t<i  the  Nabob  ;  and  Mr.  Charles 
Goring  was  appointed  for  this  purpose. 

Tlie  preceding  facts  are  stated  to  the  House,  not  oa  the 
fouudatian  of  an  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  Begum, 
but  as  they  lead  to  aud  are  therefore  necessary  to  explain, 
by  what  means  a  discovery  was  made  of  a  sum  of  money 
giveu  by  her  to  Mr.  Hastings. 

Mr.  Groring'a  first  letter  from  the  city,  dated  17th  May, 
1775,  mentions,  among  other  particulars,  the  young  Nabob's 
joy  at  being  delivered  out  of  the  hands  of  Mimuy  Begum  ; 
the  mean  and  indigent  state  of  confinement,  in  which  he 
was  kept  by  her ;  tlie  di&tress  of  his  mother ;  and  that  he 
had  told  Mr.  Goring,  that  the  "  Begum's  eunuch  had  in- 
structed the  servant.?  not  to  suffer  him  to  learn  anything,  by 
which  he  might  make  himself  acquainted  with  business  :" 
and  he  adds,  "  Indeed  I  believe  there  ia  great  truth  in  it,  aa 
his  Excellency  seems  to  be  ignorant  of  almost  everything  a 
man  of  his  rank  ought  to  know ;  not  from  a  want  of  under- 
standing, but  of  being  properly  educated." 

On  the  21st  of  May,  Mr.  Goring  traJiBmitted  to  the  go- 
vernor-general and  council  an  account  of  sums  given  by  the 
Begum,  under  her  peal,  delivered  to  Mr.  Goring  by  the  Na- 
bob, in  her  apartments.     The  account  is  as  foUows ; 

MEMGEANDITM  of  Diaburaements  to  English  Gi;ntlemen, 
from  the  Nabob's  Sircar,  iu  the  Bengal  year  1179. 


Seal  of  Munny  Bepnm, 
Mutlier  of  the  Naboli 
Nudjuf  ul  Dowla,  de- 
ceasti. 


To  the  Governor,  Mr.  Hastings,  for  an  enter- 
tainment          1,50,000 

To  Mr.  Middleton,  on  account  of  an  agreement 

entered  into  by  Baboo  Begum         .  1,50,000 


Eupees     .  3,00,000 

When   this   paper  was    delivered,   the   governor-general 
moved,  that  Mr.  Goring  might  bo  asked.  How  he  came  by  it^ 
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and,  on  what  account  this  partial  selection  was  made  hy  hint  f 
Alao,  that  the  Begum  ahould  bo  deaired  to  explain  the  sum 
laid  to  his  charge ;  and  that  he  Hhoiild  ask  t/ie  Nabob  or  the 
Begum  their  reasons  for  delivering  this  separate  acco^unt. 

The  substance  of  the  govemor'a  proposal  wna  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Goring's  anawer  to  this  requisition  of  the  board  is 
follow  8 : 

"  In  compliance  with  your  orders  to  explain  the  delivery 
of  the  paper  containing  an  account  of  three  lacks  of  rupees^ 
I  am  to  inform  you,  it  took  its  rise  from  a  measage  sent  me 
by  the  Begum,  requcating  I  would  interest  myself  with  the 
Nabob  to  have  Akbar  Ally  Khan  released  to  her  for  a  fe\r^| 
houra,  haT.nng  eomething  of  importance  to  communicate  to^l 
me,  on  which  aha  wished  to  consult  him.  Thinking  the  ser- 
vice might  be  benefited  by  it^  1  accordingly  desired  the  Na- 
bob would  be  pleased  to  deliver  him  to  my  charge,  engaging 
to  return  hiin  the  same  night ;  which  I  did.  — I  heard  no 
more  till  next  day,  when  the  Begum  requested  to  see  hia 
Excellency  and  myself,  desiring  Akbar  Ally  might  attend. 

"  On  our  firat  meeting,  she  entered  into  a  long  detail  of 
her  adminiatration,  endeavouring  to  represent  it  in  the  faireat 
light ;  at  last  she  came  to  the  point,  and  told  me,  my  urgent 
and  repeated  remonatraucea  to  her  to  be  informed  how  the 
balance  arose,  of  which.  I  was  to  inquire,  induced  her  from 
memory  to  say  what  she  had  heraelf  given  ;  then  mentioning 
the  sum  of  a  lack  and  a  half  to  the  governor  to  feast  him 
whilst  he  staid  there  ;  and  a  lack  and  a  half  to  Mr.  Middle- 
ton  by  the  hands  of  Baboo  Begum.  As  I  looked  on  this  no 
more  than  a  matter  of  conversation,  I  arose  to  depart,  but 
waa  detained  by  the  Begum's  requesting  the  Nabob  to  come 
to  ber — a  scene  of  weeping  and  complaint  then  began,  which 
made  me  atill  more  impatient  to  be  gone  ;  and  I  repeatedly 
sent  to  his  Eicellency  for  that  pwrpoae ;  he  at  last  came 
out,  and  delivered  me  a  paper  I  sent  you,  declaring  it  was 
given  him  by  the  Begum  to  he  delivered  me." 

Mimny  Begum  alao  wrote  a  letter  to  Greneral  Claverin] 
in  which  she  directly  asserts  the  same. 

"  Mr.  GoriDg  has  pressed  me  on  the  subject  of  the  balances 
in  answer  to  which  I  informed  him,  that  all  the  particulars 
being  on  record  would  in  the  course  of  the  inquiry  appeat 
feom  the  papers.     He  accordingly  received  from  the  Nabof 
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MobaT(^k  ul  Dowlah  a  Hat  of  three  lacks  of  rupeea  given  to 
the  governor  and  Mr.  Middleton.  I  now  send  jou  enclosed 
B  list  of  the  dates  when  it  was  presented,  and  through  whose 
means,  which  you  will  receive.'* 

The  governor-general  thep  desired,  that  the  following 
queationa  might  be  proposed  to  the  Begum  by  Mr.  Martin, 
then  resident  at  the  durbar. 

lat,  Was  any  application  made  to  you  for  the  account, 
which  you  have  delivered,  of  three  lacks  of  rupees,  said  to 
have  been  paid  to  the  governor  and  Mr.  Middleton,  or  did 
you  deliver  the  account  of  your  own  free  wQl,  and  unsolicited  ? 

2nd,  In  what  manner  was  the  application  made  to  you ; 
and  by  whom  ? 

3rd,  On  what  account  was  the  sum  of  one  and  half  lacks 
given  to  the  governor-general,  which  you  have  laid  to  hia  ac- 
count ?  Was  it  in  consequence  of  any  requisition  from  him, 
or  of  any  previous  agreement,  or  of  any  established  usage  ? 

The  governor-general  objected  strongly  to  Mr.  Goring's 
being  present  when  the  queationa  were  put  to  tbe  Begum  ; 
but  it  was  insisted  on  by  the  majority,  and  it  was  resolved 
accordingly,  that  ho  ought  to  be  present.  The  reasons  on 
both  sidea  wiU  beat  appear  by  the  copy  of  the  debate,  in- 
serted in  the  Appendix. 

The  Begum's  answer  to  the  preceding  queationa,  addressed 
to  the  governor-general  and  couucQ,  where  it  touched  the 
Bubatance,  was  as  follows : 

"  The  ease  is  this :  Mr.  Goring,  on  his  arrival  here,  seized 
fill  the  papers,  and  secured  them  under  his  seal ;  and  all  tfie 
mutseddies  [clerks  or  accountants^  attended  him,  and  explained 
to  him  all  the  particitlars  of  litem.  Mr.  Goring  inquired  of 
mo  concerning  the  arrears  due  to  the  aepoys,  &o.,  observing, 
that  the  nizau:ut  and  bhela  money  [Nabob's  allowance]  was 
received  from  the  Company ;  from  whence  then  could  the 
balance  arise  ? — I  made  answer,  that  the  sum  was  not  ade- 
quate to  the  expenses.  Mr.  Goring  then  asked,  what  are 
those  expenses,  whith  exceed  the  sum  received  from  the 
Oimpany  ?  I  replied,  all  the  particulars  will  be  found  in  the 
papers.  The  afl'air  of  the  three  lacks  of  rupees,  on  account  of 
entertainment  for  the  governor  and  Mr.  Middleton,  has  been, 
1  am  told,  related  to  you  by  Eajah  Gourdasa ;  besides  which 
there  are  many  other  eipetiaea,  which  wiU  appear  &om  tlie 
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pftpere.  As  the  cuatom  of  entertainment  is  of  long  standing, 
and  accordingly  every  governor  of  Calcutta,  \v!io  came  to 
Moorshertabad,  received  a  daily  sum  of  two  thousand  rupees 
for  entertainment,  which  was  in  fact  instead  of  proviaionB; 
and  tho  lack  and  a  half  of  rupees,  laid  to  Mr.  Hiddleton's 
clinrge,  waa  a  present  on  account  of  an  agreement  entered 
into  by  the  Bhow  Begum,  1  therefore  aflised  uiy  seal  to  the 
account,  and  forwarded  it  to  Mr.  Goring  by  means  of  the 
Nabob." 

In  thia  answer,  the  acfount^  given  to  Mr.  Goring  she 
asserts  to  be  genuine.  They  are  explained,  in  all  the  par- 
ticulars, by  all  tlie  secretaries  and  clerks  in  office.  They  are 
secured  under  Mr.  Goring's  seal.  To  tliem  she  refers  for 
everything  1  to  thein  she  refers  for  the  three  lacks  of  rupees 
given  to  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Middletou.  It  is  iinpoaaible 
to  combine  together  a  clearer  body  of  proof,  composed  of  re- 
cord of  office,  and  verbal  testimony,  mutually  supporting  and 
illustrating  each  other.  ^H 

The  House  will  observe,  that  the  receipt  of  the  money  ilH 
indirectly  admitted  by  one  of  the  governor's  own  questions 
to  Muiiny  Bt'gum. 

If  the  money  waa  not  received,  it  would  have  been  absurd 
to  ask,  on  what  account  it  was  given  f  Both  the  question  and 
the  answer  relate  to  some  established  usage,  the  appeal  to 
which  might  possibly  be  used  to  justify  the  acceptance  of 
the  money,  if  it  was  accepted;  but  would  be  superfluous, 
and  uo  way  applicable  to  the  charge,  if  the  money  was  nev^_ 
given.  M 

On  this  point  your  committee  will  only  add,  that,  in  aj^* 
the  controversy  betweeu  Mr.  Hastings  and  the  majority  of 
the  council,  he  nowhere  denies  the  receipt  of  this  tnonei/. — 
In  his  letter  to  the  court  of  directors,  of  the  31st  of  July, 
1775,  he  sayj,  tliat  the  Begum  was  compelled  by  the  ill 
treatment  of  one  of  her  servants,  which  he  calls  a  species  oj 
torture,  to  deliver  the  paper  to  Mr.  Goring;  but  he  no- 
where affirms,  that  the  contents  of  the  paper  were  fake. 

On  this  conduct  the  majority  remark,  "  We  confess  it  ap- 
pears very  extraordinary,  that  Mr.  Hastings  should  employ 
BO  much  time  and  labour  to  show,  that  the  discoveries  against 
him  have  been  obtained  by  improper  means,  but  that  he 
should  take  uo  step  whatsoever  to  invalidate  the  truth  oJ 
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them.  He  does  not  deny  the  receipt  of  tLe  money;  the 
Begum's  answers  to  the  questions  put  to  her  at  hid  own  de- 
sire making  it  iuiposaible  that  he  should  deny  it,  It  suemB 
he  has  formed  some  plan  of  defence  against  this  and  similar 
charges,  which  he  thinks  will  avail  him  in  a  court  of  justice, 
and  which  it  would  be  imprudent  in  him  to  anticipate  at  this 
time.  If  he  has  not  received  the  money,  we  see  no  reason 
for  such  a  guarded  and  cautions  method  of  proceeding.  An 
innocent  man  would  take  a  shorter  and  easier  course.  He 
would  voluntarily  exculpate  himself  by  his  oath." 

Tour  committee  entertain  doubts  whether  the  refusal  to 
exculpate  by  oath  can  be  used  as  a  circumstance  to  infer  any 
presumption  of  guilt.  But  where  the  cliarge  i»  direct,  spe- 
cific, circumstantial,  supported  by  papers  and  verbal  testi- 
mony, made  before  his  lawful  superiora,  to  whom  he  was  ac- 
countable, by  persons  competent  to  charge ;  if  innocent,  he 
was  obliged  at  least  to  oppose  to  it  a  clear  and  formal  denial 
of  the  fact,  and  to  make  a  demand  for  inquiry.  But  if  he 
does  not  deny  the  fact,  and  eludes  inquiry,  juat  presumptions 
win  be  raised  against  him. 

Tour  committee,  willing  to  go  to  the  bottom  of  a  mode  of 
corruption,  deep  and  dangerous  in  the  act  and  the  example, 
being  informed,  that  Jlr.  Goring  was  in  London,  resolved  to 
exaroine  him  upon  the  subject.  Mr.  Goring  not  only  agreed 
with  all  the  foregoing  particulai-s,  but  even  producecf  to  yom* 
committee,  what  he  declared  to  he  the  original  Persian  papers 
in  his  hands,  dehvered  from  behind  the  ciu'tain  through  the 
Nabob  himself;  who  having  privilege,  aa  a  son-in-law,  to 
enter  the  women's  apartment,  received  them  from  Mimny 
Begum  as  authentic ;  tbe  woman  all  the  while  lamenting  the 
loss  of  her  power  with  many  tears  and  much  vociferation. 
She  appears  to  have  been  induced  to  make  discovery  of  the 
above  practices,  in  order  to  clear  herself  of  the  notorious 
embezzlement  of  the  Nabob's  efi'ects. 

Tour  committee  examining  Mr.  Scott  and  Mjf.  Baber  on 
this  subject,  they  also  produced  a  Persian  paper,  which  Mr. 
Baber  said  he  had  received  from  the  hands  of  a  sen^ant  of 
Munny  Begimi ;  and  along  with  it  a  paper,  purporting  to  be  a 
translation  into  English  of  the  Persian  original.  In  the  paper 
given  as  the  translation,  Mmmy  Begum  is  mada  to  allege 
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mauj  matters  of  hardship  and  cruelty  against  Mr.  Goring, 
and  an  attempt  to  compel  her  to  make  out  a  false  account, 
but  dotJH  not  at  all  deny  the  giving  tho  money — very  far  from 
it.  She  is  made  to  assert,  indeed,  "  that  Mr.  Goring  desired 
her  to  put  down  three  lacks  of  rupees,  as  divided  between 
Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Middleton.  I  begged  to  be  excused, 
obBerving  to  him,  that  this  money  bad  neither  been  tendered 
or  accepted  with  any  criminal  or  improper  view."  After 
some  lively  espreBBions  in  the  European  manner,  she  says, 
"  timt  it  had  been  customary  to  fumish  a  table  for  the  go- 
vernor and  his  attendants,  during  their  stay  at  court.  With 
respect  to  tho  sum  mentioned  to  Mr.  Middleton.  it  was  a 
free  gift  from  my  awa.  privy  purse.  Purburam  replied,  he 
understood  this  money  to  be  paid  to  these  gentlemen,  as  a 
gratuity  for  secret  services  ;  and  as  such  he  should  assuredly 
represent  it."  Here  the  paj^-menta  to  Mr.  Hastings  are  fully 
admitted,  and  excused  as  agreeable  to  iisage,  and  for  keeping^ 
a  table.  The  present  to  Mr.  Middleton  is  justified  as  a  fi^fll^| 
gift.  The  paper  produced  by  Mr.  Scott  is  not  referred  to  bjH 
your  committee  as  of  any  weight,  but  to  show, "that  it  does 
not  prove  what  it  is  produced  to  prove. 

Tour  committee,  on  reading  tho  paper  delivered  in  by  Mr, 
Scott  as  a  translation,  perceive  it  to  be  written  in  a  style, 
which  they  conceived  was  little  to  be  expected  in  a  faithful 
translation  from  a  Persian  original,  being  full  of  quaint  terms 
and  idiomatic  phrases,  which  strongly  bespeak  English  liabits 
in  the  way  of  thinking,  and  of  English  peculiarities  and  af- 
fectations in  the  expression.  Struck  with  these  strong  in- 
ternal marks  of  a  suspicious  piece,  they  turned  to  the  Fersia^H 
itinuuscript  produced  by  Mr.  Scott  and  Mr.  Baber,  and  coia^| 
paring  it  with  Jlr.  Goring's  papers,  they  found  the  latte^^ 
carefully  sealed  upon  every  leaf,  as  they  beheve  is  the  prac- 
tice universal  in  nil  authentic  pieces.  They  found  on  the 
former  no  seal  or  signature  whatsoever,  either  at  the  top  or 
bottom  of  the  aoroU.  This  circumstance  of  a  want  of  siguo. 
turo  not  only  takes  away  all  authority  from  the  piece  as  evi- 
dence, but  strongly  confirmed  tlie  suspiciona  entertained  by 
your  committee,  on  reading  tho  traulsation,  of  unwarrantable 
practices  in  the  whole  conduct  of  this  business,  even  if  the 
translation  should  be  foucd  Bubataatially  to  agree  with  tbe 
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original,  such  an  original  aa  it  is.  The  Pereian  roU  is  in  the 
custody  of  the  clerk  of  your  committee  for  further  eiamio- 
ation. 

IVIr.  Baber  and  Mr.  Scott  being  examined  on  tfieae  ma- 
terial defects  in  the  autheiiticolness  of  a  paper,  produced  by 
them  as  authentic,  could  give  no  sort  of  account  how  it  hap- 
pened to  be  without  a  signature ;  nor  did  Jlr.  Baber  ei- 
plain  how  he  came  lo  acc-ept  and  use  it  ia  that  condition. 

On  the  whole,  your  committee  conceive,  that  all  the  parts 
of  the  transaction,  as  they  appear  in  the  Company's  records, 
are  consistent,  and  mutually  throw  light  on  ench  other. 

The  court  of  directors  order  the  president  and  council  to 
appoint  a  minister  to  transact  the  political  alfairs  of  the 
government,  and  to  select  for  that  purpose  some  person  well 
qualiiied  for  the  affairs  of  government,  and  to  be  the  minister 
of  government.  Mr.  Hastings  selects  for  the  minisiter  so  de- 
scribed, and  so  qualiiied,  a  woman  locked  up  in  a  seraglio. 
He  is  ordered  to  appoint  a  guardian  to  the  Nabob's  minority. 
Mr.  Hastings  passes  by  his  natural  parent,  and  appoints 
another  woman. — These  acts  would,  of  themselves,  have  been 
liable  to  suspicion ;  but  a  great  deficiency  or  embezzlement 
soon  appears  in  this  woman's  account.  To  exculpate  herself 
she  voluntarily  declares,  that  she  gave  a  considerable  sum  to 
Mr.  Hastings; — who  never  once  denies  the  receipt.  The 
account  given  by  the  principal  living  witness  of  the  transac- 
tion, in  his  evidence,  is  perfectly  coherent,  and  touaistent 
with  the  recorded  part.  The  original  accounts,  alleged  to  be 
delivered  by  the  lady  in  question,  were  produced  by  him, 
properly  sealed  and  authenticated.  Nothing  ia  opposed  to 
all  this  but  a  paper  without  signature,  and  therefore  of  no 
authority,  attended  witli  a  translation  of  a  very  extraordinary 
appearance ;  and  this  paper,  in  apologiEing  for  it,  confirms 
the  facts  beyond  a  doubt. 

FiuaUy,  your  committee  examined  the  principal  living 
witness  of  the  transaction,  and  find  his"  G^^denco  consistent 
with  the  record.  Tour  committee  received  the  original  ac- 
^Wtints,  alleged  to  be  delivered  by  the  lady  in  question,  pro- 
^perly  sealed  and  authenticated;  and  ilnd'  opposed  to  them 
nothing  but  a  paper  without  a  aiguature,  and  therefore  of  no 
authority,  attended  with  a  tranalatioa  of  a  very  extraordinary 
appearance. 
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In  Europe,  the  directora  ordered  opinions  to  bo  taken  on 
prosecution ;  they  received  one  doubtfal,  and  three  positive 
for  it. 

They  write,  in  their  letter  of  5th  February,  1777,  para- 
graphH  32  and  33 :  "  Although  it  ia  rather  oiir  wish  to  pre- 
vent ovila  in  future,  than  to  enter  into  a  severe  retrospection 
of  the  past ;  and,  where  facts  are  doubtful,  or  attended  with 
alleviating  circumatanceaj  to  proceed  with  lenity,  rather  thr 
to  prosecute  with  rigour ;  yet  some  of  the  cases  are  go  fl. 
grnntly  corrupt,  and  others  attended  with  circumatancea  t 
oppressive  to  the  inhabitants,  that  it  would  be  unjuat  t 
Buner  the  delinquents  to  go  unpunished.     The  principal  fact 
have  been  communicated  to  our'    eolicitor,  whose   report, 
confirmed  by  our  atanding  counsel,  we  send  you  by  the  pre- 
sent conveyance  ;  authorizing  you,  at  the  same  time,  to  take 
such  steps  aa  ahall  appear  proper  to  be  piu'sued. 

"  If  we  find  it  necessary,  we  shall  return  you  the  original 
corenanta  of  such  of  our  servants  aa  remain  in  India,  and 
have  been  anywise  concerned  in  the  undue  receipt  of  money, 
in  order  to  enable  you  to  recover  the  same  for  the  use  of  the 
Company  by  a  suit  or  auits  at  law,  to  be  inatituted  in  the 
supreme  court  of  judicature  in  Bengal." 

Tour  committee  do  not  iiud,  that  the  covenants  have  b 
sent,  or  that  any  prosecution  has  been  begun. 

A  vast  sceue  of  further  peculation  and  corruption,  as  wi 
in  this  busincfsa  aa  in  several  other  instances,  appears  in  the 
evidence  of  the  Eajah  Nundcomar.  That  evidence,  and  all 
the  proceedings  relating  to  it,  are  entered  in  the  Appendijt. 
It  was  the  last  evidence  of  the  kind.  The  informant  was 
hanged.'  An  attempt  was  made  by  llr.  Hastings  to  indict 
him  for  a  conspiracy  ;  thia  lailing  of  effect,  another  prose- 
cutor appeared  for  an  offence  not  connected  with  these 
charges.  Nundcomar,  the  object  of  tliat  charge,  was  exe- 
cuted at  the  very  crisis  of  the  inquiry  for  an  offence  of  an- 
other nature,  not  capital  by  the  laws  of  the  country.  As 
long  as  it  appeared  safe,  eeverai  charges  were  made  (which 
are  inserted  at  large  in  the  Appendix) ;  and  Mr.  Hastings 
and  Mr.  Barwell  seemed  apprehensive  of  many  more.  Ge- 
neral Clavering,  Colonel  Mouson,  and  Mr.  Francis  declared, 

'  Bclative  to  sn.lt  fanns,  charges  of  ihe  RAiiny  of  Burdwazi,  and  thit 
charges  of  Nundcomar  and  Muniiy  Begum. 
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in  a  minute  entered  on  tlie  conaultations  of  the  5tli  May, 
1775,  that,  "  in  the  late  prooeedings  of  the  revenue  board,  it 
vriU  appear,  that  there  is  no  species  of  peculation,  from  which 
the  honourable  governor-general  has  thought  proper  to  ab- 
stain." A  charge  of  oflences  of  so  heinous  a  nature,  so  very 
extenaire,  so  very  deliberate,  made  on  record  by  persons  of 
great  weight,  appointed  by  act  of  parliament  his  asaociatea 
in  the  highest  tnist :  a  charge  made  at  his  own  board,  to  hia 
own  face,  and  tmndmitted  to  their  couimoa  superiors,  to 
whom  they  were  jointly  and  severally  accountable ; — tins 
was  not  a  thing  to  be  passed  over  by  Sir.  Hastings ;  still 
leas  ought  it  to  have  perished  in  other  hands.  It  ought  to 
have  been  brought  to  au  immediate  and  atrict  discussion, 
Greneral  Claveriug,  Colonel  IMonson,  and  Mr.  Francis  ought 
to  have  been  punished  for  a  groundless  accusation,  if  such  it 
had  been.  If  the  aecuaation  were  founded,  Mr.  Hastings 
was  very  unfit  for  the  higk  office  of  governor-general,  or  for 
any  oflB.ce. 

After  this  comprehensive  account  by  hia  colleagues  of  the 
governor-generar a  conduct,  these  gentlemen  proceeded  to 
the  particulars,  and  they  produced  the  caae  of  a  corrupt  bar- 
gain of  Mr,  Hastings  concerning  the  disposition  of  office. 
This  transaction  is  here  stated  by  your  committee  in  a  very 
concise  manner,  being  on  this  occasion  merely  intended  to 
point  out  to  the  House  the  absolute  necessity,  which,  in 
their  opinion,  exists  for  another  sort  of  inquiry  into  the  cor- 
ruptions of  men  in  power  in  India,  than  hitherto  has  been 
pursued.  The  proceedings  may  be  found  at  large  in  the 
Appendix. 

A  complaint  was  made,  that  Mr.  Hastings  had  sold  the 
office  of  Phouzedar  of  Hughly  to  a  person  ealled  Khfin  Je- 
han  KhAu  on  a  corrupt  agreement ;  which  was,  that  Jrom  hia 
emolvunents  of  72,(X)0  rupees  a  year  he  was  to  pay  to  the 
governor-general  36,000  rupees  annually ;  and  to  hia  Banyan, 
Canto  Babii,  40110  mon^.  The  complainant  ofibrs  to  pay  to 
the  Company  the  40,000  rupees,  which  were  corruptly  paid 
to  these  gentlemen,  and  to  content  himeelf  with  the  allow- 
ance of  32,000, — Mr.  Hastings  was,  if  on  any  occasion  of 
his  life,  strongly  called  upon  to  bring  this  matter  to  the 
most  distinct  issue ;  and  Mr.  Barvvell,  who  supported  his 
adiuinistration,  and  as  such  ought  to  have  been  tender  foi 


k 


200  EEPOBT   OF  A   COMIIITTEB 

hi8  honour,  was  bound  to  help  him  to  get  to  the  bottom  i 
if  tiis  enemies  eliould  be  iingeneroua  enough  to  coimtenauce 
Buch  an  accuBatioii,  without  permitting  it  to  be  detected  and 
exposed.  But  the  coinrae  they  held  was  directly  contrary. 
They  began  by  an  objection  to  receive  the  complaint,  ia 
which  they  obstinately  persevered  aa  far  as  their  power  went. 
Sir.  Banvell  was  of  opinion,  that  the  Company's  instructiona 
to  inquire  into  peculation  were  intended  for  the  public  in- 
terests ;  that  it  could  not  foi-ward  the  public  interests  to 
enter  into  these  inquiries ;  and  that  "  he  never  would  be  a 
channel  of  aspersing  any  character,  while  it  cannot  conduce 
to  the  good  01  govermneut." — Hero  was  a  new  mode  of  rea- 
soning found  out  by  Mr.  Barwell,  which  might  subject  all 
inquiry  into  peculation  to  the  discretion  of  the  vexy  persons 
charged  with  it.  By  that  reasoning  all  orders  of  his  supe- 
riors were  at  his  mercy  ;  and  he  actually  undertook  to  set 
aside  those  commands,  which  by  an  express  act  of  parliament 
he  was  bound  to  obey,  on  his  opinion  of  what  would,  or 
would  not,  conduce  to  the  good  of  government.  On  his 
principles  he  either  totally  annihilates  the  authority  of  the 
act  of  parliament,  or  he  entertains  so  extravagant  a  supposi- 
tion, as  that  the  court  of  directors  possessed  a  more  absolute 
authority,  when  their  orders  were  not  intended  for  the  pub- 
lic good,  than  when  they  were. 

Greneral  Clavcring  was  of  a  different  opinion  ;  he  thought 
"  he  should  he  wanting  to  the  legislature,  and  to  the  court 
of  directors,  if  he  was  not  to  receive  the  complaints  of  the 
inhabitants  when  properly  authenticated,  and  to  prefer  them 
to  the  board  for  investigation,  as  the  only  means  by  which 
theso  grievances  can  be  redressed,  and  the  Company  informed 
of  the  conduct  of  their  aervanta." 

To  these  sentiments  Colonel  Monson  and  Mr.  Francis 
adhered.  Mr.  Hastings  thought  it  more  safe,  on  principles 
similar  to  those  aasiuned  by  ilr.  Barwell,  to  refuse  to  hear 
the  charge ;  but  he  reservod  his  remarks  on  this  transaction, 
because  they  will  he  equallj"^  applicable  to  mantf  others,  which, 
in  the  course  of  this  bttsiness,  are  likely  to  be  brought  before 
the  board.  There  appeared  therefore  to  him  a  prubabihty, 
that  the  charge  about  the  cornipt  bargain  was  no  more  than 
the  comra^ncement  of  a  whole  class  of  such  accusations ; 
Kiace  he  was  of  opinion  (and  what  is  very  extraordinary. 
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pTCTious  to  any  examination)  that  the  same  remarks  would 
b€  applicable  to  several  of  those  which  were  to  follow.  He 
must  suppose  thia  class  of  charges  very  uuifonn,  aa  well  aa 
very  extenaive. 

The  majority,  however,  pressed  their  point ;  and,  notwith- 
Btanding  his  opposition  to  all  inquiry,  as  he  was  supported 
only  by  Mr,  Barwell,  thu  question  for  it  was  carried.  He 
was  then  desired  to  name  a  day  for  the  appeai-ance  of  the 
accuser,  and  the  institution  of  the  inquiry.  Though  baffled 
in  his  attempt  to  stop  the  inquiry  in  the  first  stage,  Mr. 
Hastinga  maue  a  second  stand ;  he  seems  here  to  have  recol- 
lected something  inherent  iu  his  ow^^  office,  that  put  the 
matter  more  iu  his  power  than  at  first  he  had  imagined^  for 
he  speaks  in  a  positive  and  commanding  tone :  "  I  will  not 
(says  his  minute)  name  a  day  for  Mir  Zin  ul  ab  Dieu  to  ap- 
pear before  the  board ;  nor  will  I  suffer  him  to  appear  before 
the  board." 

The  question  for  the  inquiry  had  been  carried.  It  was 
declared  fit  to  inquire ;  but  there  was,  according  to  him,  a 
power,  which  might  prevent  the  appearance  of  witnesses. 
On  the  general  policy  of  obstructing  such  inquiries,  Mr. 
Francis,  on  a  motion  to  that  efl'ect,  made  a  sound  remark, 
which  cannot  fail  of  giving  rise  to  very  serious  thoughts  : 
"  that,  supposing  it  agreed  among  ourselves,  that  the  board 
shall  not  hear  any  charges  or  complaints  against  a  member 
of  it,  a  case  or  caaea  may  hereafter  happen  in  which,  by  a 
reciprocal  complaisance  to  each  other,  our  respective  mis- 
conduct may  be  efl'ectually  screened  Irom  inquiry ;  and  the 
Company,  whose  interest  is  concerned,  or  the  parties  who 
may  nave  reason  to  complain  of  any  one  member  individually, 
may  be  left  without  remedy." 

llr.  Barwell  was  not  of  the  opinion  of  that  gentleman, 
nor  of  the  maker  of  the  motion,  G-enerul  Clavering,  nor  of 
IVIr.  Monson,  who  supported  it.  He  entertains  sentiments 
with  regard  to  the  orders  of  the  directors  in  this  particular 
perfectly  correspondent  with  those  which  he  had  given  against 
the  original  inquiry.  He  says,  "  though  it  may  in  some  little 
degree  save  the  governor-general  from  personal  insult — 
where  there  is  no  judicial  power  lodged,  that  of  inquisition 
can  never  answer  any  good  purpoaf^.'*     This  is  a.  doctiiue  ui 
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a  most  exiTaorduiary  nature  and  tendency ;  and,  as  youp 
committet;  conceive,  contrary  to  every  sound  prLnciple  to  be 
obflcrved  in  the  constitution  of  judicatures  and  inquisitions. 
The  power  of  inquisition  ought  rather  to  be  wholly  separ- 
ated from  the  judicial,  the  former  being  a  previous  step  to 
tbe  latter,  wliich  requires  other  rules  and  methods,  and  ought 
not  (if  possible)  to  be  lodged  in  the  same  hands.  The  rest 
of  his  minute  (contained  in  the  Appendix)  ia  filled  with  a 
cenaure  on  the  native  inhabitanta;  mth  reflections  on  the 
ill  consequences  which  would  arise  from  an  attention  to  their 
complaints ;  and  with  an  assertion  of  the  authority  of  the 
supreme  court,  as  superseding  the  necessity  and  propriety  of 
puch  inquiries  in  council.  With  regard  to  his  principles  rela- 
tive to  the  natives  and  their  complaints,  if  they  are  admitted 
they  are  of  a  tendency  to  cut  oiF  the  very  principle  of  re- 
dress. The  existence  of  the  supreme  court,  aa  a  means  of 
relief  to  the  natives  under  all  oppressions,  is  held  out  to 
qualify  a  refusal  to  hear  in  the  council.  Ou  the  same  pre- 
tence Mr.  Hastings  holds  up  the  authority  of  the  same  tri- 
bunal. But  thia  and  other  proceedings  sliow  abundantly  of 
what  efficacy  that  court  has  been  for  the  relief  of  the  un- 
happy people  of  Bengal.  A  person  in  delegated  authority 
rerusea  a  satisfaction  to  his  superiors,  throwing  himself  on  a 
court  of  justice,  and  supposes,  that  nothing  but  what  judi- 
cLaUy  appears  against  him  is  a  fit  subject  of  iuquiry.  But 
even  in  this  Mr.  Hastings  fads  in  his  application  of  his  prin- 
ciple ;  for  the  majority  of  the  council  were  undoubtedly  com- 
petent to  order  a  prosecution  against  him  in  the  supreme 
court,  which  they  had  no  ground  for  Avithout  a  pre^nous 
inquiry.  But  their  inquiry  had  other  objects.  No  private 
accuser  might  choose  to  appear.  The  party  who  was  the 
aubject  of  the  peculation,  might  bo  (aa  here  is  stated)  the 
accomplice  ill  it.  No  popular  action,  or  popular  suit,  was 
provided  by  tlie  charter,  under  whose  authority  the  court 
was  instituted.  lu  any  event,  a  suit  laigbt  fail  in  the  court 
for  the  puuiahmcnt  of  an  actor  in  an  abuse  for  want  of  the 
strictest  legal  proof,  which  might  yet  furnish  matter  for  the 
correction  of  the  abuse,  and  even  reasons  strong  enough  not 
only  to  justify,  but  to  require,  the  directors  instantly  to  ad- 
drcBS  for  the  removal  of  a  goveraor-general.     The  oppositioa 
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of  Mr.  Hastinig^a  and  Mr.  Banroll  proved  as  jneffectual  in 
this  Btuge  as  the  former ;  and  a  day  waa  named  by  the  ma- 
jority for  the  attendance  of"  the  party. 

The  day  following  this  deliberation,  on  the  assembling  oi 
the  council,  the  governor-general,  Mr.  Hastings,  said,  "  he 
■would  not  sit  to  be  confronted  by  such  accusers,  nor  to  «i/^ 
a  judicial  inquiry  into  his  conduct  at  the  board,  of  which  he 
is  the  presidunt."  As  on  the  former  occasions,  he  declares 
the  board  diasolved.  As  on  the  former  occaaions  the  majority 
did  not  admit  his  claim  to  this  power,  they  proceeded  in  his 
absence  to  examine  the  accuser  and  the  witnesses.  Their 
proceedings  are  in  Appendix  K. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  during  tliis  transaction  KhSn  Jehan 
Khan,  the  party  with  whom  tbe  corrupt  agreement  was 
made,  declined  an  attendance  under  excuses,  wJiich  the  ma- 
jority thought  pretences  for  delay,  though  they  used  no  com- 
pulsory methods  towards  his  appearance ;  at  length,  how- 
ever, he  did  appear,  and  then  a  step  was  taken  by  Mr. 
Hastings  of  a  %ery  extraordinary  nature,  after  the  etepa 
whicb  lie  had  taken  before,  and  the  declarntions  with  which 
those  steps  had  been  accompanied.  Mr.  Hastings,  who  had 
absoJutely  refused  to  be  present  in  the  foregoing  part  of  the 
proceeding,  appeared  with  ILhan  Jebau  Khan.  And  now  the 
affair  took  another  turn ;  other  obstructiona  were  raised. 
General  Clavering  said,  thnt  the  informations  hitherto  taken 
had  proceeded  upon  oath.  Khan  Jehan  Khan  had  previously 
declared  to  Genenil  Clnveriug  his  readiness  to  be  bo  ex- 
amined ;  but,  when  called  upon  by  the  board,  he  changed  his 
mind,  and  alleged  a  delica^yj  relfltive  to  his  rank,  with  regard 
to  the  oath.  In  this  scruple  he  was  strongly  supported  by 
IVIr.  Haatiugs.  He  and  Mr.  Enrwell  went  further ;  they 
contended,  that  the  council  had  no  right  to  administer  an 
oath.  They  must  have  been  very  clear  in  that  opinion,  when 
they  resisted  the  examination  on  oath  of  the  very  person, 
who,  if  he  could  safely  swear  to  Mr.  Hastings's  innocence, 
owed  it  as  a  debt  to  his  patron  not  to  refuse  it ;  and  of  the 
payment  of  this  debt  it  was  extraordinary  in  the  patron  not 
only  to  enforce  but  to  support  the  absolute  refusal. 

Although  the  majority  did  not  acquiesce  in  this  doctrine, 
they  appeai'ed  to  have  doubts  of  the  prudence  of  enforcing  it 
by  riolent  means ;  but,  construing  his  refusal  into  a  diapoBi- 
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tion  to  acreeu  the  peculations  of  the  governor-general,  the^i 
treated  him  as  guilty  of  a  contempt  of  their  board,  dismissed ' 
him  from  the  service,  and  recommended  another  (not  the  ac- 
cuser) to  tie  office. 

The  reasons  on  both  aides  appear  in  the  Appendix.     Mr. 
Hastings  accuses  them  bittorly  of  injustice  to  himself  in  eon- 
Bidering  the   refusal  of  this  person  to  swear  as  a  charge 
proved.     How  far  they  did  so,  and  under  what  qualifications, 
•will  appear  by  reference  to  the  papers  in  the  Appendix.  Bub  i 
Mr.  Hastings  "  thanks  G-od,  that  they  are  not  his  judges."  j 
His  great   hold,  and  not  without  reason,  is  the  auprema  j 
court ;  and  he  "  blesses  the  wisdom  of  parliament,  that  con* 
Btitutcd  a  court  of  judicature  at  so  seaaonahle  a  titiie,  t^i^ 
check  the  despotism  of  the  new  council."    It  was  thought  iri,l 
England,  that  the  court  had  other  objects  than  the  protectiott  ] 
of  the  governor-general  against  the  examinations  of  those 
sent  out  with  instructions  to  inquire  into  the  peculations  of 
men  in  power. 

Though  Mr.  Hastings  did  at  that  time,  and  avowedly  did, 
eveiytbing  to  prevent  any  inquiry,  that  was  instituted  merely 
for  the  Lnfornmtion  of  the  court  of  directors,  yet  he  did  not 
feel  himself  thoroughly  satisfied  with  his  own  proceedings. 
It  was  evident,  that  to  them  hia  and  Mr.  Barwell'a  reason- 
ings would  not  appear  very  respectful  or  satisfactory ;  he 
therefore  proiiiiaes  to  give  them  full  satisfaction  at  aom© 
future  time.  In  hia  letter  of  the  14th  of  September,  1775,  he 
reiterates  a  former  declaration,  and  assures  them  of  his  reso- 
lution to  this  purpose  in  the  strongeat  terms.  "  I  now  again 
recur  to  the  declaration,  which  I  have  before  made^  that  it  is 
my  fixed  determination  to  carry  liieralfy  into  execution,  and 
mosi  futli/  and  liberaUy  explain,  every  circumstance  of  ray 
conduct  on  the  points  upon  which  I  have  been  injuriously  ar^ 
raigned;  and  to  afford  you  the  clearest  conviction  of  my 
own  integrity,  and  of  the  propriety  of  my  motives  for  myij 
declining  a  present  defence  of  it."  1 

These  motives,  aa  far  na  they  can  be  discovered,  were  the 
violence  of  his  adversaries,  the  interested  character  and 
views  of  the  accuser,  and  the  danger  of  a  prosecution  in  the 
supreme  court,  which  made  it  prudent  to  reserve  his  defence. 
These  arguments  are  applicable  to  any  charge.  Notwith- 
standing these  reasons,  it  is  plain  by  tiie  above  letter,  that 
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lie  thought  himself  bound,  at  some  time  or  other,  to  giro 
Batisfaction  to  his  masters ;  till  he  sbould  du  thia,  in  hin 
own  opinion  he  remained  in  an  unpleaeaiit  Bituation.  But 
he  bore  his  misfortune,  it  seems,  patiently,  with  a  confidence 
in  their  j  ustice  for  his  future  relief.  He  Bays,  "  whatever 
evil  may  fill  the  long  interval  which  may  precede  it." — That 
interval  he  has  taken  care  to  make  long  enough,  for  near 
eight  years  are  now  elapsed,  and  ho  haa  not  yet  taken  the 
smalleat  step  towards  giving  to  the  court  of  directors  any 
explanation  whatever ;  much  less  that  full  and  hheral  ex- 
planation, which  he  had  so  repeatedly  and  solemnly  promieed. 
It  is  to  bo  observed,  that  though  Mr.  Hastings  talks  in 
these  letters  much  of  liis  integrity,  and  of  the  purity  of  his 
motives,  and  of  full  eiplanations,  he  nowhere  denies  the  fact 
of  this  corrupt  traffic  of  office,  Tliough  he  had  adjourned 
his  defence  w^ith  8o  much  paiu  to  himself  to  so  very  long  a 
day,  he  was  not  so  inattentive  to  the  ease  of  Kh^n  Jehan 
T\  n^n  as  he  has  shown  himseK  to  hia  own.  He  had  been 
accused  of  corruptly  reserving  to  himself  a  part  of  the 
emoluments  of  this  man's  office ;  it  was  a  delicate  buaiaess 
to  handle,  whilst  his  defence  stood  adjourned ;  yet,  in  a  very 
short  time  after  a  majority  came  into  his  hands,  he  tamed 
out  the  person  appointed  by  General  Clavering,  &c.,  and  re- 
placed the  very  man  with  whom  he  stood  accused  of  the  cor- 
rupt bargain;  what  was  worse,  he  had  been  charged  with 
onginallv  turning  out  another,  to  make  room  for  this  man> 
The  whole  ia  put  in  strong  terras  by  the  then  majority  of  the 
council ;  where,  after  charging  him  with  every  species  of 
peculation,  they  add,  "  we  believe,  the  proofs  of  his  appro- 

? Hating  four  parts  in  seven  of  the  Bolary,  with  which  the 
lompany  is  charged  for  the  Phoiiadar  of  Hughley,  are  such 
as,  whether  sufficient  or  not  to  convict  him  in  a  court  of 
justice,  wQl  not  leave  the  shadow  of  a  doubt  concerning  hia 
guilt  in  the  mind  of  aay  unprejudiced  person. — The  sflJaiy 
is  72,000  rupees  a  year ;  the  governor  takes  36,000,  and  al- 
lows Canto 0  Baboo  four  thousand  more  for  the  trouble  he 
submits  to  in  conducting  the  negotiation  with  the  Phousdar. 
This  also  ia  the  common  subject  of  conversation  and  derision 
through  the  whole  settlement.  It  ia  our  firm  opinion  and 
belief,  that  the  late  Pbouadar  of  Hughley,  a  relation  of 
Mahomed  Eeza  Cawn,  was  turned  out  of  thos  office  merely 
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beeauae  hia  terms  were  not  so  favourable  as  those,  wmch  the 
houourabie  governor-general  baa  obtained  from  the  present 

"The  honourable  governor-general  ia  pleased  to  assert^^| 
wth  a  confidential  spirit  peculiar  to  himself,  that  his  mea- 
Burea  hitherto  stand  unimpeached,  except  by  us.  We  know 
not  how  this  assertion  is  to  be  made  good,  unless  the  most 
darin(f  and  fiagrant  prostitution  in  every  branch  be  deemed 
an  honour  to  his  udminiatratiou." 

The  whole  style  and  tenor  of  these  accusations,  aa  well 
as  the  nature  of  them,  rendered  Mr.  Hastings's  first  post- 
poning, and  afterwards  totally  declining,  all  denial,  or  even 
defence  or  explanation,  estraordiuarj.  No  governor  ought 
to  hear  in  silence  such  charges;  and  no  court  of  directors 
ought  to  have  slept  upon  them.  fl 

The  court  of  directors  were  not  wholly  inattentive  to  ™ 
this  business.  They  condemued  hia  act  aa  it  deserved,  and 
they  went  into  the  business  of  hia  legal  right  to  dissolve 
the  council.  Their  opinions  seemed  against  it,  and  they  gave 
precise  orders  against  the  use  of  any  such  power  in  future. 
On  consulting  Mr.  Sayer,  the  Company's  counsel,  ho  was  of 
a  different  opinion  with  regard  to  the  legal  right ;  but  he 
thought,  very  properly,  that  the  use  of  a  right,  and  the 
manner  and  purposes  for  which  it  was  used,  ought  not  to 
have  been  separated.  What  he  thought  on  this  occasion 
appears  in  his  opinion,  tniusmitted  by  the  court  of  directors 
to  Mr.  Hastings  and  tlie  council-general ;  "  but  it  was  as 
great  a  crime  to  dissolve  the  council  upon  base  and  sinister 
motives,  as  it  would  be  to  assume  the  power  of  dissolving,  if 
he  had  it  not.  I  believe  he  is  thejirst  governor  that  ever  dia- 
Bolved  a  council  inquiring  into  his  behaviour,  when  he  woh 
innocent.  Before  he  could  summon  three  councils  and  dis- 
solve them,  he  had  time  fully  to  consider  what  would  be  the 
result  of  aueh  conduct,  to  convince  everybody,  beyond  a  doubt, 
of  his  conscioits  guilt." 

It  was  a  matter  but  of  small  consolation  to  Mr.  Hastings, 
during  the  painful  interval  he  describes,  to  find,  that  the 
Company's  learned  counsel  admitted, that  he  had  legal  powers, 
of  wnich  he  made  an  use,  that  raised  an  universoj  oresump- 
tion  of  his  guilt. 

Other  counsel  did  not  think  80  faTOurablj  of  the  powera 
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themselvea.  But  this  matter  was  of  less  consequeaee,  be« 
cause  a  great  diflerence  of  opinion  may  arise  concerning  the 
extent  of  official  powers,  even  among  men  professionally 
educated,  (as  in  tliis  case  such  a  diflerence  did  arise,)  and 
\Fell-inteutioned  men  may  take  either  part.  But  the  use, 
that  was  made  of  it,  in  systematical  contradiction  to  the 
Company's  orders,  has  been  stated  in  the  Ninth  lieport,  as 
well  as  in  many  others  made  hj  two  of  your  committees. 


It  has  been  thought  proper  to  insert  here  thejirst  nine  numbers 
of  the  Appendii  B.  to  the  Eleventh  Kc-port,  as  necessary 
for  the  elucidation  of  the  subject-matter  of  that  Report. 


APPENDIi  B.  No.  1. 

COPT  of  a  Letter  from  the  Governor-General  to  the 
Court  of  Directors. 

To  the  Honourable,  the  Court  of  Directors  of  the  Honour- 
able United  East  India  Company. 

Fort  William,  29th  November,  1780. 
HOKOITEABLB    SlBB, 

You  will  be  informed  by  our  consultations  of  the  2Gth 
of  June  of  a  very  unusual  tender,  which  was  made  by  me  to 
the  board  ou  that  day  for  the  purpose  of  indemnifying  the 
Company  for  the  extraordinary  expense,  which  might  bo 
incurred  by  supplying  the  detacliinent  under  the  command 
of  Major  Camac,  in  the  invasion  of  the  Mahratta  dominions, 
which  lay  beyond  the  district  of  Gohed,  and  drawing  tho 
attention  of  Mahdagee  Sindia,  to  whom  that  coimtry  im- 
mediately appertained,  from  General  Goddard,  while  he  was 
employed  iu  the  reduction  of  Basscin,  and  in  securing  the 
conquests  made  by  your  arms  in  Guzerat. — I  was  desirous 
to  remove  the  only  objection,  which  has  been  or  could  be 
ostensibly  made  to  the  measure,  which  I  had  very  much  at 
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heart,  ae  may  be  eaaily  eoneeived  from  the  means  whi rh  T  took 
to  eft'ect  it.  For  the  reasons  at  large,  which  induced  me  to 
propose  that  diversion,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  refer  to  my 
minute  recommendifig  it,  and  to  the  letters  received  from 
General  Goddard  near  the  same  period  of  time.  The  subjecfr' 
is  now  become  obsolete,  and  all  the  fair  hopes,  which  I  had 
built  upon  the  prosecution  of  the  Mahratta  war,  of  its  termin- 
ation in  a  speedy,  honourable,  and  advantageous  peace,  have 
been  blasted  by  the  dreadful  calamities,  which  have  befallen 
your  anns  in  the  dependenciea  of  your  preaidcney  of  Fort  St 
George ;  and  chimged  the  object  of  our  pursuit  fi-om  the 
aggrandizement  of  your  power  to  its  preservation.  My 
present  reasons  for  reverting  to  my  own  conduct  on  the  occa- 
sion which  I  have  mentioned,  ia  to  obviate  the  false  con- 
clusions, or  purposed  misrepresentations,  which  maybe  made 
of  it,  either  as  an  artifice  of  ostentation,  or  as  the  etlect  of 
corrupt  influence,  by  assuring  you,  that  tlie  money,  by  what- 
ever means  ii  came  into  your  possession,  was  not  my  own 
that  1  had  myself  no  right  to  it,  nor  would  or  could  have 
received  it  but  for  the  occasion,  which  prompted  me  to  avail 
myeelf  of  the  accidental  means,  which  were  at  that  instant 
afforded  me,  of  accepting  and  converting  it  to  the  property 
and  use  of  the  Company ;  and  with  this  brief  apology  I  shall 
dismiss  the  subject. 

Something  of  affinity  to  thia  anecdote  may  appear  in  the 
first  aspect  of  another  transaction,  which  I  shall  proceed  to 
relate,  and  of  which  it  is  more  immediately  my  duty  to  in- 
form you ; — you  will  have  been  advised,  by  repeated  ad- 
dresses of  thia  government,  of  the  arrival  of  an  army  at 
Cuttac  under  the  command  of  Chiranajee  Boosia,  the  second 
■on  of  Moodajee  Boosia,  the  Kajah  of  Berar. 

The  origin  and  destination  of  this  force  have  been  largely 
explained  and  detailed  in  the  correspondence  of  the  govern- 
ment of  Berar,  and  in  various  parts  of  our  consultations.  The 
minute  relation  of  these  would  exceed  the  hounds  of  a  letter ; 
I  shall  therefore  confine  myself  to  the  principiil  fact.  About 
the  middle  of  tlie  last  year,  a  plan  of  confederacy  was  formed 
by  the  Nabob,  Nizam  Ally  CawTi,  by  which  it  was  proposed, 
that,  while  the  army  of  the  Mahrattas,  under  the  command 
of  Mahdajee  Sindia  and  Tuckoojee  Hoolkar,  was  employed  to 
check  the  operations  of  Gbneral  Gkiddard  in  the  west  of 
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India,  Hyder  Ally  Cawn  should  invade  the  Carnatie; 
Moodajee  Boosla  the  provinces  of  Bengal ;  and  he  himself 
the  Sircars  of  Rsijamundry  and  Chioncole. 

The  govemmeut  of  Berar  %vaa  required  to  accept  the  part 
assigned  it  in  this  combination,  and  to  inarch  a  large  body 
of  troops  immediately  into  Bengal.  To  enforce  the  reqnest 
on  the  part  of  the  ruiinpj  member  of  the  Mahratta  state, 
menaces  of  instant  hostility,  by  the  combined  forces,  were 
added  by  Mahdajee  SLudia,  Tuckoojee  Iloolkjir,  and  Nizam 
Ally  Cawn,  in  letters  written  by  them  to  Mnodujee  lionsla 
on  the  occasion.  He  was  not  in  a  state  to  sustain  the  brunt 
of  ao  formidable  a  league,  and  ostensibly  yielded.  Such  at 
least  was  the  turn  which  he  gave  to  his  acquiescence,  in  hia 
letters  to  me ;  and  hia  pubai'quent  conduct  has  justified  hia 
professions.  I  was  early  and  ])ro<jressively  acquainted  by 
him  with  the  requisition,  and  with  the  measures  which  wero 
intended  to  be  taken,  and  which  were  taken  by  him  upon  it. 
The  army  professedly  destined  for  Bengal  marcheil  on  the 
dusserra  of  the  last  year,  corresponding  with  the  7th  of  Oc- 
tober. Instead  of  taking  tlie  direct  course  to  Behar,  which 
had  been  prescribed,  it  proceeded  by  varied  deviations  and 
studied  delays  to  Cuttac,  where  it  arrived  late  in  May  last, 
having  performed  a  practicable  ioumey  of  three  mouths  in 
seven,  and  concluded  it  at  the  instant  commencement  of  the 
rains,  which  of  course  would  preclude  its  operations,  and 
afl'orel  the  government  of  Berar  a  further  interval  of  tivo 
months  to  provide  for  the  part  which  it  would  then  bo  com- 
pelled to  choose.  In  the  mean  time  letters  were  continually 
Avritten  by  the  Rajah  and  hia  minister  to  this  government, 
explanatory  of  their  situation  and  motives;  proposing  their 
mediation  and  guarantee  for  a  peace  and  alliance  with  the 
peshwa  ;  and  professing,  without  solicitation  on  our  part,  the 
most  friendly  disposition  towards  us,  and  the  most  deter- 
mined resolution  to  maiutain  it. 

Conformably  to  these  assurances,  and  the  acceptance  of  a 
proposal  made  by  Moodajee  Boosla  to  depute  his  minister 
to  Bengal  for  the  purpose  of  negotiating  and  concluding  the 
proposed  treaty  oi  peace,  application  had  been  made  to  tho 
peshwa  for  credentials  to  the  same  effect. — In  the  mean 
time  the  fatal  news  arrived  of  the  defeat  of  your  army  at 
Conjeveram.  It  now  became  necessary,  that  every  other 
VOL.  IV.  r 
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object  sliould  give  place,  or  he  made  aubaerrieut,  to  the  pre- 
Borvation  of  the  Camatic ;  nor  would  thn  meaaurea  requiait© 
for  that  end  admit  an  instant  of  delav.  Peace  with  tbflH 
Mahrattaa  was  the  firat  object;  to  conciliate  their  aUiance^^B 
and  that  of  every  other  power  in  natural  enmity  with  Hyder 
Ally,  the  next. — Instant  measurea  were  taken  (aa  our  ge« 
neral  advices  will  inform  you)  to  secure  botli  these  points, 
and  to  employ  the  government  of  Berar  as  the  channel  and 
instrument  of  accompli shinf^  them.  Ita  army  still  lay  on 
our  borders,  and  in  distress  for  a  long  arrear  of  pay,  not  lesa 
occasioned  by  the  want  of  pecuniary  funds,  than  a  stoppage 
of  communication.  An  application  had  been  made  to  us  for 
a  supply  of  money ;  and  the  sum  specified  for  the  complete 
relief  of  the  army  was  sixteen  lacks.  We  had  neither  money 
to  spare,  nor,  in  tht)  npparent  state  of  that  government  in  its 
relation  to  ours,  would  it  have  been  either  pnident  or  con- 
sistent with  our  public  credit  to  have  aftbrded  it.  It  was, 
nevertheless,  my  decided  opinion,  that  some  aid  should  be 
given ;  uot  less  as  a  necessary  relief,  than  aa  an  indication 
of  confideuee,  and  a  retnm  for  the  many  instances  of  sub- 
stantial kindness,  which  we  had,  within  the  course  of  the 
last  two  years,  experienced  from  the  government  of  Berar. 
I  had  an  aBsurance,  that  such  a  proposal  would  receive  the 
acquiescence  of  the  board ;  but  I  kuew,  that  it  would  not 
paaa  without  opposition,  and  it  would  have  become  pubhc, 
which  might  have  defeated  its  purpose.  Convinced  of  the 
necessity  of  the  expedient,  and  assured  of  the  eiueerity  uf 
the  government  nf  Berar  from  evidences  of  stronger  proof 
to  me  than  I  could  make  thein  appear  to  the  other  menibera 
of  the  hoard,  I  resolved  to  adopt  it,  and  take  the  entire  re- 
sponsibility of  it  upon  myself.  In  this  mode,  a  lesa  con- 
siderable sum  would  suffice ;  I  accordingly  caused  three 
lacks  of  rupees  to  be  delivered  to  the  minister  of  the  Rajah 
of  Berar  resident  in  Calcutta ;  he  has  transmitted  it  to  Cut- 
tac. — Two-thirds  of  this  sum  I  have  raised  by  my  ovra  credit, 
and  shall  charge  it  in  my  official  accounts ;  the  other  third  I 
have  aupphed  from  the  cash  in  my  hands  belonging  to  the 
Honourable  Company.  I  have  given  due  notice  to  Moodajee 
Boosla  of  this  transaction,  and  explained  it  to  have  been  a 
private  act  of  my  oati,  unknown  to  the  other  members  of 
the  coimcil.    I  have  given  him  expectations  of  the  remainder 
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of  the  amount  reqmred  for  the  arrears  of  his  army,  propor- 
tioned to  the  extent,  to  which  he  may  put  it  in  my  power  to 
propose  it  as  a  public  gratuity  by  his  effectual  orders  for  the 
recall  of  these  troopa,  or  for  tneir  junction  with  ours. 

I  hope  I  ehall  receive  your  approbation  of  what  I  have 
done  for  your  eenice,  and  your  indulgence  fur  the  length  of 
thifl  narrative,  which  I  could  not  comprise  within  a  narrower 
compass.  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Honourable  Sirs, 
Tour  moat  faithful,  obedient, 
and.  humble  servant, 

WaBBEK   HA.8TIIT68. 


APPENDIX  B.    No.  2, 

As  Acoouxkt  of  Money  paid  into  the  Company's  Treasury  bj 
the  Governor-General,  since  the  Year  1773. 


May  April 

1774  to  I776i  For  interest  bonda         .  CRs. 

;  For   bills  of  exchange  on  the 

^^1  court  •     1, 

^^H^  For  money  refunded  by  order  of 

^^^■^_  coart,  account  General  Coote'a 

^^^^^K  commijision 

^^^^^^  •   r  Received  13th  May. 

t  Cancelled  SMh  July,  1 774. 

1775—1776.  For  bills  of  exchango  on  the  court 
1776—1777.  Do    .  .     Do    .  .Do 

1777—1778.  Do  .  Do  .  Do 

1778—1779.  Do     .  .    Do    .  .Do 

1779— 178U.  Do  .  Do  .  Do 

1780—1781.  For  billa  of  exchange 
For  deposits 
^^  For  interest  bonds  at  8  per  cent. 


For         Do 

For  duibor  charges 

If  ay  1 782.    For  interest  bonda 


4  per  cent. 


2,175* 

43,937 

8,413 

CHs. 

1,54,  &3U 

. 

l.S0,4SO 

, 

1,96,800 

. 

1,«JS,(X)0 

, 

1,43,IXHJ 

, 

1,21, tiOO 

43,000 

2,38,715 

4,75,600 

i,6e,()oo 

2,3'i,ClO0 

11,55,315 

• 

35,000 

CBa. 

20,94,725 

East  India  House, 
11th  June,  1783. 


(Errors  excepted.) 
John  Annts, 
Auditor  of  Indian  Accounts. 
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Fort  William,  22nd  May.  1733 
HONOruABLE  SlES, 

In  a  letter,  TU'Lich  I  have  had  tlie  honour  to  address  yon  ' 
in  duplicate,  and  of  which  a  triplicate  accompivmeB  this,  dated 
20th  Januarj-^,  1782,  I  informed  yon,  that  I  had  received  the 
offer  of  a  sum  of  money  from  the  Nabob  vizier  and  hia  minis- 
ters to  the  nominal  value  of  ten  lacks  of  Luckaow  siccaa ; 
and  that  hilla  on  the  house  of  Gopaul  Doaa  had  been  actually 
given  me  for  the  amount,  which  1  liad  accepted  for  the  use  of 
the  honourable  Company ;  and  I  promi&ed  to  account  with 
you  for  the  same  an  w>on  as  it  should  be  in  my  power,  after 
the  whole  sum  had  come  into  my  posseeaion.  Thia  promise 
I  now  perform  ;  and,  deeming  it  consistent  with  the  spirit  of 
it,  I  have  added  such  other  Bums  as  have  been  occasionally 
converted  to  the  Company'a  property  through  my  means, 
and  in  consequence  of  the  like  original  destination.  Of  the 
second  of  these  you  have  bt'cn  already  advised  in  a  letter, 
wliich  I  had  the  honour  to  address  the  honourable  court  of 
directors,  dated  29th  November,  1780.  Both  this  and  the 
third  article  were  paid  immediately  to  the  treasury,  by  my 
order  to  the  sub-treasurer  to  receive  them  on  the  Company's 
account,  hut  never  passed  through  my  hands.  The  three 
sums,  for  which  bonds  were  granted,  were  in  hie  manner 

Eaid  to  the  Company's  treasury,  without  passing  through  vay^m 
anda  ;  hut  their  appropriation  was  not  specified.  ^| 

The  sum  of  58,000  current  rupees  was  received  while  I 
was  on  my  journey  to  Benares,  and  applied  as  expressed  in 
the  account. 

As  to  the  manner  in  which  these  sums  have  been  expend- 
ed, the  reference  which  I  have  made  of  it,  in  the  accompany- 
ing account,  to  the  several  accounts  in  which  they  are  credit- 
ed, renders  any  other  specification  of  it  uuneceaaarj'' ;  besides 
that  those  accounts  eitner  have,  or  \vi}\  have,  received  a  much 
stronger  authentication  than  any  that  I  could  give  to 
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Why  these  sums  •were  taken  by  rac ;  why  they  were,  ex- 
cept the  second,  quietly  traneferred  to  the  Company's  use 
why  bouda  were  taken  for  the  first,  and  not  for  the  rest ; 
might,  were  this  matter  to  be  exposed  to  the  ^iew  of  the 
public,  furnish  a  variety  of  conjectures,  to  which  it  would  be 
of  little  use  to  reply.  Were  vour  honourable  court  to  ques- 
tion me  upon  these  points,  I  would  answer,  that  the  sums 
were  taken  for  the  Company's  benefit  at  times  in  which  the 
Company  very  much  needed  them ;  that  I  either  chose  to 
conceal  the  first  receipts  Irom  public  curiosity  by  receivnng 
bonds  for  the  amount ;  or  possibly  acted  without  any  studied 
design^  which  my  memory  could  at  this  distance  of  time 
verify ;  and  that  I  did  not  think  it  worth  my  care  to  observe 
the  same  means  with  the  rest.  I  trust,  honourable  Sirs,  to 
your  breaata  for  a  candid  interpretation  of  my  actions,  and 
assume  the  freedom  to  add,  that  1  think  myaeLf,  on  such  a 
subiect,  and  on  such  an  occasion,  entitled  to  it. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Honourable  Sirs, 
Tour  most  faithful,  moat  obedient, 
and  moat  humble  servant, 

WaBEEN   HjLBTrNGS. 


APPENDIX  B.  No.  4. 


Ajs  ACCOITNT  of  Sums  received  on  the  Account  of  the 
Honourable  Company  by  the  Q-ovemor-General,  or  paid. 
to  their  Treasury  by  his  order,  and  applied  to  their 
service. 


1780, 
October.  The  followig  sums  were  paid  into  the  trea- 
sury, and  bonds  granted  for  the  same,  in 
the  name  of  the  ^oveniur-gencral,  in.  whose  possea- 
aon  the  bonds  remain,  with  a  declaration  upun  each 
endorsed,  and  signed  by  him,  that  he  has  no  claim 
on  the  Company  for  the  amount  either  of  ptinctpal  or 
>  interest,  no  part  of  the  Utter  having  been  received : 
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One  "bond,  dated  the  1st 
October,    1780,   No. 

Otio  band,  daUid  the  2iid 
October,    1780,   No. 

One  bond,  dated  the  23Td 
November,  1780,  No, 


1,16,000  — 
1,16,000  — 
1,74,000    — 


November.  Paid  into  the  treasury,  and  carried  to  the 
governor-general's  credit  in  the  l'2lh  page 
of  the  deposites  journal  of  1780-81,  muhurs  of  sorts, 
which  bad  been  coined  in  the  mint,  and  produced,  as 
per  358.  and  359  pages  of  the  Company's  general 
iotimal  of  1780-81, 

Goldmohurs  ....  12,861  12  11 
or  Calcutta  siccaa  .  ,  .  2,05,788  14  9 
fiatla  16  per  cent.        .        .        .    32,926      3      6 


1781. 
30  April.     Paid  into  the  treasury,  and  credited  in  the 
€37th    page   of   the   Company's  general 
journal,  as  money  received  from  the   govemor-ge- 
neral,  on  account  of  durbar 

ohttrgea    .         .        Sicca  rupees  2,00,000    —    — 
BatU  16  per  cent  .         .         .       32,000    ^    — 


August.     Received  in  cash,  and  employed  in  defraying 
my  public  disbursements,  and  credited  in 
the  governor-general's  atccount  of  durbax  charges  for 
April,  1782 

Produce  of  tlie  sum  mentioned  in  the  govemor- 
genersd's  letter  to  Uie  honourable  secret  committee, 
dated  20th  January,  1782,  and  credited  in  the  go- 
vemor-gcnerara  account  of  durbar  chargea  for  April, 
1782 


Current  rupees 
(Errors  excepted.) 


4,06,000 


2,38,715    2    8 


2,32,0tJ0  — 


58,000 


10,30,275    I 


19,64,990    3    6 


pre 


ABKEIf  HiLBIIlTQB 


Port  Wmiflm, 
22nd  May,  1782. 


APPENDIX  B.  No.  5. 

I,  WrtiiiAM  Laekins,  do  make  oath,  and  eay,  that  th€ 
letter  and  account,  to  whicli  this  affidavit  is  afced,  were  writ- 
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ten  by  me,  at  the  request  of  tbe  Honourable  Warren  Hastiiigs, 
Eequire,  on  the  22ud  May,  1782,  from  rough  draughts  writ- 
ten by  himself  in  my  prceencc  ;  that  the  cover  of  the  letter 
was  sealed  up  by  him  iu  my  presence,  and  was  then  intended 
to  be  trausmitted  to  England  by  the  Lively,  when  tbut  vesael 
■was  first  ordered  for  despatch  ;  and  that  it  has  remained  closed 
until  this  day,  when  it  was  opened  for  the  express  purpose  of 
being  accompanied  by  this  affidavit. 

So  help  me  Q-od, 

I  Calcutta,  WILLIAM  Lahkihb. 

i      16th  December,  1782. 

■to    Sworn  this  16th  day  of  December,  1782, 
^^L  before  me^  J.  Hyde. 

I        T 


APPENDIX  B.  No,  6. 


To  the  Honourable  the  Secret  Committee  of  tbe  Honourable 
Court  of  Directors. 


h 


Fort  William,  16  December,  1782. 
HOJfOTTKABLE   SiHS, 

The  despatch  of  the  Lively  having  been  protracted  by 
various  causes  from  time  to  time,  the  accompanying  nddi-esa, 
which  was  originally  designed  and  prepared  for  t'hat  despatch, 
(no  other  conveyance  since  occurring,)  has  of  course  been 
thus  long  detained.  The  delay  is  of  no  public  consequence-, 
but  it  baa  produced  a  situation,  which,  with  respect  to  my- 
self, I  regard  as  unfortunate,  becauae  it  exposes  me  to  the 
meanest  imputation  from  the  occasion,  wliich  the  late  parlia- 
mentary inquiries  have  since  furnished,  but  which  were  un- 
kuown  when  my  letter  was  written,  and  written  in  the  ne- 
cessary consequence  of  a  promise,  made  to  that  effect  in  a 
former  letter  to  your  honourable  committee,  dated  20tb 
January  lOst,  However,  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  such 
reflections  from  affecting  me,  I  have  desired  Mr,  Larkina, 
who  was  privy  to  the  whole  transaction,  to  affi.1  to  the  letter 
liis  aifidavit  of  the  date  in  which  it  was  written.  I  own  I 
feel  most  sensibly  the  mortification  of  being  reduced  to  the 
iiecessity  of  using  such  precautions  to  guard  my  reputation 
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from  diBhoaour, — If  I  had,  at  any  time,  poeses&ed  that  de- 
gree of  confidence  from  my  uninediate  employers,  which  thej  ^_ 
never  withheld  from  the  meanest  of  my  predecessors,  1  should  ^M 
have  disdained  to  use  these  attentions :  how  I  have  draTSTi  ^^ 
on  me  a  different  treatment  I  know  not ;  it  is  sufficient,  that 
I  have  not  merited  it :  and  in  the  course  of  a  eemce  of 
thirty-two  years,  and  ten  of  these  employed  in  maintaining 
the  powera,  and  discharging  the  duties,  of  the  first  offir«  of 
the  British   government  in   India^  that   honourable   court 
ought  to  know  whether  I  poaseaa  the  integrity  and  honour, 
"which  are  the  first  requisites  of  such  a  etatton.     If  I  wanted 
these,  they  have  aiforded  me  but  too  powerful  incentives 
to  suppresa  the  information,  which  I  now  convey  to  them 
through  you ;  and  to  appropriate  to  my  own  use  the  eimis, 
wliich  1  have  already  passecl  to  their  credit,  by  the  unworthy, 
and,  pardon  ine  if  I  add,  dangerous  reflections,  which  they 
have  paaaed  upon  me  for  the  first  communication  of  this 
kind ;  and  your  own  experience  will  auggest  to  you,  that  ^M 
there  are  persons  who  would  profit  by  such  a  wai-umg.  ^| 

Upon  the  whole  of  these  transactions,  vrhich  to  you,  who 
are  accustomed  to  view  busineas  in  an  official  antl  regulnr 
light,  may  appear  unprecedented,  if  not  improuer,  I  have  but 
a  few  short  remarks  to  sug!=;est  to  your  cousidenitiou. 

If  I  apfnear  in  any  unfavourable  light  by  tliese  transactions, 
I  resign  the  common  and  legal  security  of  those,  who  commit 
crimes  or  errors.  I  am  ready  to  answer  every  particular 
queetioD,  that  may  be  put  against  myself,  upon  honour,  or 
upon  oath. 

The  sources,  from  which  these  reliefs  to  the  public  Bervica 
have  come,  would  never  have  yielded  them  to  the  Company 
publicly;  and  the  exigencies  of  your  service  (exigencies 
created  by  the  eipoaition  of  your  affiurs,  and  faction  in  your 
councils)  required  those  supplies. 

I  could  have  concealed  them,  had  I  had  a  wrong  motive, 
from  yours  and  the  public  eye  for  ever ;  and  I  know,  that  the 
difficulties,  to  which  a  spirit  of  inj  ustice  may  subject  me  for 
my  candour  and  avowal,  are  greater  than  any  possible  incon- 
venience that  could  have  attended  the  couceiilmeut,  except 
tho  diaaatiafaction  of  my  own  mind.  These  dilficulties  are 
but  a  few  of  those  which  I  have  suflered  in  your  service. 
The  applause  of  my  owu  breaat  is  my  eureat  reward,  and  wu 
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the  support  of  my  mind  in  meeting  them :  your  applaiue, 
and  that  of  my  country,  are  my  next  wish  in  life. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Honourahle  Sirs, 

Your  moat  faithful,  moat  obedient, 

and  most  humble  servant, 


APPENDIX  B,     No.  7. 

ExTBA-CT  of  the  Companv'e  General  Letter  to  Bengal ;  dated 
the  25th  of  January,  17S2. 

Par.  127.  "We  have  received  a  letter  from  our  governor- 
general,  dated  the  29th  of  November,  1780,  relative  to  an 
unusual  tender  and  advance  of  money,  made  by  him  to  the 
council,  aa  entered  on  your  conBultiition  of  tlie  26th  of  June, 
for  the  purpose  of  indemnifying  the  Company  from  the  ex- 
traordinary charge,  which  might  be  incurred  by  supplying 
the  detachment  under  the  command  of  Major  Camac,  in  the 
invaeion  of  the  Mahratta  dominions,  which  lay  beyond  the 
district  of  Gohud ;  and  thereby  drawing  the  attention  of 
Mhadjee  Scindia  (to  whom  the  country  appertained)  from 
Grcueral  Goddard,  while  the  General  was  employed  in  the 
reduction  of  Baasein,  and  in  eecuriag  the  conquests  made  in 
the  Guzerat  country ;  and  also  respecting  the  sum  of  three 
lacks  of  rupees  advanced  by  the  governor-general  for  the  use 
of  the  army  under  the  command  of  Chimnsjee  Boosla  with- 
out the  authority  or  knowledge  of  the  council ;  with  the  rea- 
Bons  for  taking  theie  extraordinary  steps,  under  the  circum- 
Btances  stated  in  his  letter. 

128.  In  regard  to  the  fiioi  of  these  transactions,  we  readily 
conceive,  that  in  the  then  otate  of  the  council  the  governor- 
general  might  be  induced  to  temporary  secrecy  respecting 
the  members  of  the  board,  not  only  because  he  might  be  ap- 
prehensive of  opposition  to  the  proposed  application  of  the 
money,  but  perhaps,  because  doubts  might  have  arisen  con- 
cerning the  propriety  of  ajipropriating  it  to  the  Company's 
Hse,  on  any  account ;  but  it  does  not  appear  to  us  that  there 
could  be  any  real  necessity  for  delaying  to  communicate  to 
UB  immediate  information  of  the  channel  by  which  the  monej 
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came  into  his  possesBiou,  with  a  complete  illustration  of  tb»i 
cauae  or  causes  of  so  extraordinarj  an  event. 

129.  Cijcuraatauced  aa  affairs  were  at  the  moment,  it  ap- 
penra  that  the  governor-general  had  the  measure  much  at 
neart,  and  judged  it  abBolntely  necessary.  The  means  pro- 
posed of  defrajnng  the  extra  expense  were  very  extraordi- 
nary ;  and  the  money,  as  we  conceive,  must  have  come  into 
his  hamda  by  an  unusual  channel :  and  when  more  complete 
information  cornea  before  ue,  we  shall  give  our  sentiments 
fully  upon  tiie  whole  transaction. 

130.  In  regard  to  the  application  of  the  Company's  money 
to  the  array  of  Chimnajee  Boosla  by  the  sole  authority  of  the 
governor-general,  he  knew,  that  it  waa  entirely  at  hia  own 
riak,  and  he  has  taken  the  responsibility  upon  himself; 
nothing  but  the  moat  urgent  necessity  could  warrant  tho 
measure ;  nor  can  anything  abort  of  full  proof  of  such  necea- 
eity,  and  of  the  propriety  and  utility  of  the  extraordinary 
etep  taken  on  the  occasion,  entitle  the  governor-general  to 
the  approbation  of  the  court  of  directors ;  and  therefore,  as 
in  the  former  instance  relative  to  the  sum  advanced  and  paid 
into  our  treasury,  we  must  also,  for  the  present,  suspend  our 
judgment  respecting  the  money  sent  to  the  Berar  army ; 
without  approving  it  in  the  least  degree,  or  proceeding  to 
oeneure  our  governor-general  for  this  transaction. 
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EZTEACT  of  Bengal  Secret  Consultations, 
the  9th  January,  1781. 

TffE  following  letter  from  the  governor-genera!  having 
been  circulated,  and  the  request  therein  made  complied  with, 
an  order  on  the  treasury  passed  accordingly, 

HoNotrsABLE  Sib  Aifn  StsB,  fl 

Having  had  occasion  to  disburse  the  sura  of  three  lacka 
of  sicca  rupees  on  account  of  secret  services,  which  having 
boen  advanced  from  my  own  private  caab,  I  request  the  same 
may  be  repaid  to  me  in  the  following  manner : — a  bond  to 
bti  granted  me  upon  the  terms  of  the  second  loan,  bearing 
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date  fnm  the  Ist  of  October,  for  one  lack  of  sicca  rupees : 
a  bond  to  be  granted  me  upon  the  terms  of  the  iirst  loan, 
bearing  date  from  the  1st  October,  ftir  one  lack  of  sicca 
rupees :  a  bond  to  be  granted  me  upon  the  terma  of  the  first 
loan,  bearing  date  from  the  2Dd  October,  for  one  lack  of  sicca 
rupees. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Ac.,  Ac. 

(Signed)  Waeezn  HAaxiKas. 
Fort  WUliam, 
6th  January,  1781. 


APPENDIX  B.    No.  9. 

Ajt  Account  of  Bonds  granted  to  the  Governor- General, 
from  lat  .January,  1779,  to  Slst  May,  1782,  with  Interest 
paid  or  credited  thereou. 


When  paid  )p»  the 
TreMury. 

Bum. 

D»te  of  Bond. 

■ 
Rite  of 
Interest. 

23rd  November,  1780 
16th  December     .     . 
15th  January,  1781  . 
Do 

€Hb. 
1,71,000 

69,600 
l,16,0UO 
1,16,000 

•i3rd  November,  1780 
15th  December     .     . 
lal  October,  1780      . 

•2iid  Do 

1st  Do 

17th  March,  1781      . 
1.5lh  .September,  1781 
Sth  December,  1781 

at  8  per  cent 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

4  percent 
Do. 

B  per  cent 
Do. 

Do. 

17th  March      .     .     . 
8th  May,  1782      .     . 
Do. 

CRs. 

1,16,000 
50,(X(0 
20,000 
15,000 

6,76,600 

There  does  not  appear  to  have  been  any  interest  paid  on  the 
above  Bonds  to  Slat  May,  1782,  the  last  accounts  re- 
ceived. In  the  Interest  Books  1780-81,  the  last  received, 
the  governor-general  has  credit  for  interest  on  the  first  ax 
to  April,  1781,  to  the  amount  of  CEs.  21,964.  12.  8. 

(Errors  excepted.) 

JoTLN"  Ainns, 
Auditor  of  Indian  Accounts, 
East-India  House, 
Sth  June,  1788. 


Prmentad  to  the  Bovte  of  Commotu  upon  the  ith  day  of  April,  178& 


EOHILLA  WAS. 


That  the  court  of  direcbr>ra  of  the  East-India  Companj, 
from  a  just  seaae  of  the  danger  and  odium  incident  to  the 
etteneioii  of  their  eouqueata  in  the  East  Indies,  and  from  an 
experience  of  the  disorders  and  corrupt  practicea,  wJiida  in- 
trigues and  negotiatioua  to  bring  about  revolutions  among 
the  country  powera  had  produced,  did  positively  and  repeat- 
edly direct  their  servants  in  Bengal  not  to  engage  in  any 
oflFenaivc  war  whatsoever : — that  the  said  court  laid  it  down 

\eui  an  invariable  maxim,  which  ought  ever  to  be  •maintained, 
that  the.if  were  to  avoid  takiiig  part  in  the  political  schemes  of 
any  of  the  country  princes;  imd  did,  in  particular,  order  and 
direct,  that  they  should  not  engage  with  a  certain  prince 
called  Sujah  ul  Dowla,  Nabob  of  Oude,  and  vizier  of  the 
empire,  in  any  operations  beyond  certain  limits  in  the  said 
orders  specially  described. 

Tliat  Warren  llaatinga,  Esq.,  then  governor  of  Port  Wil- 
liam in  Bengal,  did,  with  other  members  of  the  council,  de- 
clare his  clear  understanding  of  the  true  intent  and  meaning 
of  the  aaid  positive  and  repeated  orders  and  injunctions  ; — did 
ex]>resa  to  the  court  of  directors  hia  approbation  of  the  policy 
thereof; — did  declare,  that  he  adopted  the  same  with  sin- 
cerity and  satisfaction,  aud  that  be  was  too  well  aware  of  the 
ruinous  tendency  of  till  schemes  of  conquest  ever  to  adopt  the 
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or  ever  to  depart  from  the  absolute  line  of  self-defence,  UhleM 
impelled  to  it  by  the  most  obvious  necessity ; — did  eigiiity  to 
the  Nabob  of  Oude  the  said  orders,  aod  his  obligatiou  to 
yield  punctual  obedience  thereto  ;  and  did  solemnly  engagfe 
and  promise  to  the  court  of  directors,  with  the  unanimota 
concurrence  of  the  whole  council,  "  that  no  object  or  cou« 
sideration  should  cither  tempt  or  compel  him  to  pasa  the 

Eolitical  line,  which  they  (the  directors)  had  laid  down  for 
is  operations  with  the  vizier;"  a&suring  the  court  of  direct- 
ors, that  he  "  scarce  saw  a  possible  advantage,  which  could 
compensate  the  hazard  and  expeuae  to  be  incurred  by  a  con- 
trary conduct:" — that  he  did  frequently  repeat  the  same 
declarations,  or  declarations  to  the  same  etfect,  particularly 
in  a  letter  to  the  Nabob  himself  of  the  22nd  of  November, 
1773,  in  the  following  words :  "  The  commands  of  my  bu- 
periora  are,  as  I  have  repeatedly  informed  you,  peremptory, 
that  I  shall  not  aufter  their  arms  to  he  carried  beyond  the 
line  of  their  own  boundaries,  and  those  of  your  Excellency 
their  ally." 

That  the  said  Warren  Haatinga,  in  direct  contradiction  to 
the  said  orders,  and  to  his  own  sense  of  their  propriety  and 
coercive  authority,  and  in  breach  of  hia  express  promises  and 
engagements,  did,  in  September,  1773,  enter  into  a  private 
engagement  with  the  said  Nabob  of  Oude,  who  was  the 
special  object  of  the  prohibition,  to  furnish  him,  for  a  stipu- 
lated sum  of  money  to  be  paid  to  the  East-India  Company, 
with  a  body  of  troops  for  the  declared  piu-pose  of  "  thoroughly 
extirpating  the  nation  of  the  Hobillaa;" — a  nation,  from 
whom  the  Compauy  had  never  received,  or  pretended  to  re- 
ceive, or  apprehenci,  any  injury  whatsoever ;  whose  country, 
in  the  month  of  February,  1773,  by  an  unanimous  resolutioii 
of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  and  his  council,  was  included 
in  the  line  of  defence  against  the  Mahrattas,  and  from  whom 
the  Nabob  never  complained  of  an  aggression  or  act  of 
hostility,  nor  pretended  a  distinct  cause  of  quarrel,  other 
than  the  noa-payment  of  a  sum  of  money  in  dispute  between 
him  and  that  people. 

That  eupposing  the  sum  of  money  in  question  to  have 
been  strictly  duo  to  the  said  Nabob  by  virtue  of  any  engage- 
ment between  him  and  the  Eohilla  chiefs,  the  Eaat-India 
Company,  or  their  representatives,  were  not  parties  to  that 
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engagement,  or  guarantees  thereof,  nor  bound  by  any  oblig 
tion  whatever  to  eatbrce  the  execution  of  it. 

That,  previous  to  the  said  Warren  Haatinga's  entering 
into  the  agreement  or  bargain,  aforesaid  to  extirpate  the  said 
nation,  he  did  not  make,  or  cause  to  be  made,  a  due  inquiry 
into  the  validity  of  the  sole  pretext  used  by  the  said  Nabob ; 
nor  did  he  give  notice  of  the  said  claims  of  debt  to  the  na- 
tion of  the  Kohillas,  in  order  to  receive  an  explanation  on^ 
their  part  of  tlie  matter  in  litigation,  nor  did  he  offer  auyj 
mediation,  nor  propose,  nor  afford  an  opportimity  of  propoa 
ing,  an  agreement  or  Bubmiission,  by  which  the  calamities 
war  might  be  avoided ;    as,  by  the  high  state  in  which  the 
East-India  Company  stood  as  a  sovereign  power  in.  the  East 
and  the  honour  and  character  it  ought  to  maintain,  as  wel 
as  by  the  principles  of  equity  and  humanity,  and  by  the 
true  and  obvious  policy  of  uniting  the  power  of  the  Malio. 
metau  princes  against  the  Mahrattas,  he  was  bound  to  do : 
— that,  instead  of  such  previous  inquiry,  or  tender  of  good 
ofBeea,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  did  stimulate  the  ambition 
and  ferocity  of  the  Nabob  of  Oude  to  the  full  completion  of 
the  inhuman  end  of  the  said  unjustifiable  enterprise,  by  in- 
forming him,  "  that  it  would  be  absolutely  necessary  to  per- 
severe in  it  until  it  should  be  accomplished;"  pretending, 
that  a  fear  of  the  Company's  displeasure  was  his  motive  for 
annexing  the  accomplishment  of  the  enterprise  as  a  condition 
of  his  assistance,  and  asserting,  "  that  he  could  not  hazard  or 
answer  for  the  displeasure  of  the  Company,  his  masters,  if 
they  ehouid  find  themselves  involved  in  a,frttitless  war,  or  m 
an  expense  for  prosecuting  it;"— a  pretence  tending  to  the 
high  dishonour  of  the  East-India  Company,  as  if  the  gain  to 
be  acquired  was  to  reconcOe  that  body  to  the  breach  of  their 
own  orders  proliibiting  all  such  enterprises. — And  in  order 
further  to  involve  the  said  Nabob  beyond  the  power  of  re- 
treating, he  did,  in  the  course  of  the  proceeding,  purposely 
put  the  said  Nabob  under  difficulties  in  case  he  should  de- 
cline that  war,  and  did  oblige  him  to  accept  even  the  per- 
mission to  relinquish  the  execution  of  this  unjust  project  as 
a  favour,  and  to  make  concessions  for  it ;  thereby  acting  as  if 
the  Company  were  principals  in  the  hostility ;  and  employing 
for  this  purpose  much  double-dealing,  and  divers  unworthy 
artillceB,  to  entangle  and  perplex  the  aaid  Nabob,  but  by 
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means  of  which  he  found  himself  (aa  he  has  entered  it  on  re- 
cord) hampered  and  embarrassed  in  a  parHcular  manner. 

That  the  said  compact  for  ofl'ensive  alliatiee  in  favour  of  a 
great  prince,  against  a  considerable  nation,  was  not  carried 
on  by  projects  and  counter- projects  in  writing;  nor  were 
the  articles  and  conditions  thereof  formed  into  any  regular 
written  instrument,  signed  and  sealed  by  the  parties ;  but 
the  whole  (both  the  negotiation  and  the  compact  of  oft'en- 
sive  alliance  against  the  Eohillaa)  was  a  mere  verbal  en* 
gagement,  the  piorport  and  conventions  whereof  nowhere 
appeared,  except  in  subsequent  correspondence,  in  which 
certain  of  the  articles,  as  thej  were  stated  by  the  several 
parties,  did  materially  diifer ; — a  proceeding  new  and  unpre- 
cedented, and  directly  leading  to  mutual  misconstruction, 
evasion,  and  ill  faith,  and  tending  to  encourage  and  protect 
every  species  of  corrupt,  clandestine  practice : — that,  at  the 
time  when  this  private  verbal  agreement  waa  made  by  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  with  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  a  public 
oateusible  treaty  was  concluded  by  biin  with  the  said  Nabob, 
in  which  there  is  no  mention  wliatever  of  such  agreement, 
or  reference  whatever  to  it ;  in  defence  of  which  omission  it 
is  asserted  by  the  said  AVarren  Hastings,  that  the  multiplica- 
tion of  treaties  iveakeiis  their  efficacyi^  and  therefore  they 
shotdd  be  reserved  ouft/for  very  important  arid  permanent  ob- 
ligations ;  notwithataiidint;  he  had  pre\4oualy  declared  to  the 
said  Nabob,  "  that  the  points,  which  he  had  proposed,  re- 
quired much  consideration,  and  the  previous  ratification  of  a 
formal  agreement  before  he  could  consent  to  them." — Tbat 
the  whole  of  the  said  verbal  agreement  with  the  Nabob  of 
Oude  in  his  own  person,  without  any  asaiatance  on  hia  part, 
waa  carried  on  and  concluded  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
alone,  without  any  person  who  might  witness  the  same; 
without  the  intervention  even  of  an  interpreter,  though  he 
confesses,  that  he  spoke  the  Hindoatan  language  imperfectly, 
and  although  he  had  with  him  at  that  time  and  place  several 
persons  high  in  the  Company's  service  and  confidence, 
namely,  the  comtiifliider-in-chief  of  their  forces,  two  raem- 
bers  of  their  council,  and  the  secretary  to  the  council,  who 
were  not  otherwise  acquainted  vvitli  the  proceedings  between 
him  and  the  said  Nabob,  than  by  such  commuuicatioad  at) 
he  thought  fit  to  make  to  them. 
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That  the  ohject  avowt'd  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  an(]B 
the  motives  urged  by  him  for  employing  the  British  arms  in 
tii6  utter  extirpation  of  the  Rohilla  nation,  are  stated  by 
himself  in  the  following  terma :  "  the  acquisition  of  forty 
lacka  of  rupees  to  the  Company,  and  of  so  much  speeie«] 
added  to  the  exhausted  currency  of  our  provinces  ; — that  r 
would  give  wealth  to  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  of  which  we  shoul 
participate  ;^that  the  said  Warren  Hastings  should  alwayti 
be  ready  to  profess,  that  he  did  reckon  the  probable  acqui* 
sition  of  wealth  among  hia  reasons  for  taking  up  arms  against 
his  netghbouTS  ,■ — that  it  would  ease  the  Company  of  a  con- 
siderable part  of  their  military  expenae,  and  preserve  their 
troops  from  iuaction  and  relaxation  of  discipline ; — tliat  the 
weak  state  of  the  EohiOas  promised  an  easy  conquegt  of 
them  ; — and,  finaUy,  tliat  such  was  hia  idea  of  the  Company's 
distreaa  at  home,  added  to  his  knowledge  of  their  wants 
abroad,  that  he  should  have  been  glad  of  anff  occasion  to 
employ  their  forces,  whicli  saved  so  mueU  of  their  pay  and 
eipenses." 

That,  in  the  private  verbal  agreement  aforesaid  for  of- 
fensive war,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  transgress  the 
bounds  of  the  authority  given  him  by  his  instructions  from 
the  council  of  Fort  William,  which  had  limited  Iiis  powers 
to  Bueh  compacts  "  aa  were  consistent  with  the  spirit  of  the 
Company's  ordcra  ;"  which  council  he  afterwards  persuaded, 
and  with  dif&culty  drew  into  an  acquiescence  iii  what  he 
had  done. 

That  the  agreement  to  the  effect  aforesaid  was  settled  in 
the  said  secret  conferences,  before  the  10th  of  September, 
1773 ;  but  tlie  said  Warren  Hastings,  concealing  from  the 
court  of  directors  a  matter,  of  which  it  was  hia  duty  to  afford 
them  the  earliest  and  fullest  information,  did,  on  the  said  10th 
of  September,  1773,  write  to  the  directors,  and  despatched 
his  letter  over-land,  giving  them  an  account  of  the  public 
treaty,  but  taking  uut  the  least  notice  of  his  agreement  for 
a  mercenary  war  against  the  nation  of  the  liohillas. 

That,  in  order  to  conceal  the  true  purport  of  the  said 
clandestine  agreement  the  more  effectually,  and  until  he 
flhould  find  means  of  gaining  over  the  rest  of  the  council  to 
a  concurrence  in  his  disobedience  of  orders,  he  entered  a 
minute  in  the  couqclI  books,  giving  a  false  account  of  the 
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transacHoTi ;  in  whicli  minute  he  represented,  that  the  Nabob 
had  indeed  proposed  the  design  aforesaid,  and  that  he  (the 
said  Warreu  Hastings)  was  pleased,  that  he  urged  the  schetne 
of  this  expedition  »o further,  when  in  reality  and.  truth  he  had 
absolutely  consented  to  the  said  enterprise,  and  had  engaged 
to  assist  him  in  it,  (whioli  he  afterwards  admitted,)  and  con- 
fessed, that  he  did  act  in  conBequence  of  the  Bame. 

That  the  said  Warren  Haatinga  and  hia  council  were 
Benaible  of  the  true  nature  of  the  enterprise,  in  which  they 
had  engaged  the  Company's  armSj  and  of  the  heavy  respon- 
sibility, to  which  it  would  subject  himself  and  the  council, 
"  the  personal  hazard  they,  the  council,  run,  in  undertaking 
so  uncommon  a,  uieaanre  without /jojrtrire  instructions,  at  their 
own  risk,  with  the  eyes  of  the  whole  nation  on  the  aiiairs  of 
the  Company,  and  the  pasaions  and  prejudices  of  almost 
every  man  in  Enghmd  inflamed  against  the  conduct  of  the 
Company,  and  the  chai'acter  of  its  servants ;" — yet  they 
engaged  in  the  very  practice,  which  bad  brought  such  odium 
on  the  Company,  and  on  the  character  of  its  aervants,  though 
Ibey  further  say,  that  they  had  continually  bt^fore  their  tyet 
the  dread  of  forfeiting  the  favour  of  their  employers,  and  be- 
coming the  "objects  o^ popular  invectives."  The  said  War- 
ren Hastiuga  hiinself  says,  at  the  very  time  when  he  pro- 
posed the  measure,  "  I  must  confess,  I  entertain  some  doubts 
aa  to  its  expediency  at  this  time,  from  the  cireumstanoes  of 
the  Company  at  home  eiposcd  to  popular  clamour,  and  all  its 
meaBures  liable  to  be  canvassed  in  parliament ;  their  charter 
draw"ing  to  a  close,  and  his  MsyeBty'a  ministers  unquestion- 
ably ready  to  take  advantage  of  every  unfavourable  circuni- 
Btance  in  the  negotiations  of  its  renewal."  All  these  con- 
siderations did  not  prevent  the  said  Warren  Hastings  from 
making  and  carrying  into  execution  the  aaid  mercenary 
agreement  for  a  sum  of  money,  the  payment  of  which  the 
^abob  endeavoured  to  evade  on  a  construction  of  the  verbal 
treaty ;  and  was  so  ikr  from  being  insisted  on,  aa  it  ought  to 
have  been,  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  that  when,  after 
I  the  completion  of  the  service,  the  coiumauder-in-chief  was 
directed  to  make  a  demand  of  the  nujney,  the  agent  of  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  at  the  same  time  assured  the  Nabob, 
"that  the  demand  was  nothing  more  than  matter  of  form, 
common,  and  even  necessary  in  all  public  transactiona ;  and 
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that,  alfchoiigb  the  board  considered  the  claim  of  the  gover 
menfc  literally  due,  it  was  not  the  intentitm  of  the  admiuis- 
tratiou  to  preaci-ibe  to  his  Excellency  the  mode  or  even  li/niii 
of  payment.'''     Nor  waa  any  part  of  the  money  recovered 
until  the  eatahlisbnient  of  the  goTernor-general  and  council 
by  act  of  parliaiuent,  and  their  determination  to  withdraw 
the  brigade  from  the  Nabob's  aerrice:  the  resident  at  his 
court,   appointed  hy    the    said    Warren   Hastings,   liavLa|fl 
■ftfitten,  ihut  he  had  experienced  muck  duplicity  and  decf^^ 
in  most  of  his  transaclioiis  with   his   Excel Icnci/ ;    and  the 
said  Nabob  aiid  hia  succeasora  falling  back  ia  other  payments 
in  the  same  or  greater  proportion,  as  he  advanced  in  the 
payment  of  this  debt ;  the  consideration  of  lucre  to  the  Com- 
pany,  the   declared   motive  to   thia   ehameful  transaction, 
totally  failed,  and  no  money  in  effect  and  Bubatance  (aa  ftH^g 
aa  by  any  account  to  be  depended  on  appears)  haa  bee^H 
obtained.  ^^ 

That  the  said  Nabob  of  Oude  did,  in  consequence  of  the 
said  agreement,  and  with  the  assistance  of  British  troops, 
which  were  ordered  to  march,  and  subjected  to  his  disposal 
by  the  Baid  Warren  Hastings  and  the  council,  unjustly  enter 
into  and  invade  the  country  of  the  Hohiliaa,  and  did  there 
make  war  in  a  barbarous  and  inhuman  manner,  *'  by  an  abuse 
of  victory;"  "  by  the  unuecesaary  destruction  of  the  coun- 
try;" "by  a  wanton  display  of  violence  and  oppression,  (if 
iuhnraanity  and  cruelty  ; ' '  and  "  by  the  sudden  expulsion  and 
casting  down  of  a  whole  race  of  people,  to  whom  the  alight- 
est  benevolence  waa  denied."  When  prayer  was  made  not 
to  dishonour  the  begum  (a  princess  of  great  rank,  whose 
husband  had  been  killed  in  battle)  and  other  women  by 
dragging  them  about  the  countri/^  to  be  loaded  with  the  scoffs  of 
the  Nabob's  rabble,  and  otherwise  still  loorse  used,  the  Nabo^ 
refused  to  listen  to  the  entreaties  of  a  British  eommande 
in-chief  in  their  favour ;  and  the  eaid  Avomen  of  high 
were  exposed  not  only  to  the  vilest  pergonal  indignities,  but 
eveu  to  absolute  want;  and  these  transactions  being  by 
Colonel  Champion  communicated  to  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
ings, instead  of  commendations  for  his  intelligence,  and 
orders  to  redress  the  said  evila,  and  to  prevent  the  like  in 
future  by  moans  which  were  suggested,  and  which  appear  to 
have  been  proper  and  feasible,  he  received  a  reprimand  from 
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tho  said  Warren  Hastings,  who  declared,  that  we  had  no 
authority  to  control  tho  conduct  of  the  \-izier  in  the  treat- 
ment ol  hia  subjects :  and  that  Colonel  Champion  desisted 
from  making  further  representations  on  tliis  subject  to  thft 
said  Warren  Hastings,  being  apprehensive  of  ha\Tug  already 
run  Botae  risk  uf  displeasing  by  perhaps  a  too  free  coiumuiu- 
cation  of  sentiments. — That,  in  consequence  of  the  said  pro- 
ceedings, not  only  the  eminent  Ikniiliea  of  the  chiefs  of  the 
BohiUa  nation  were  either  cut  off  or  banished,  and  their 
wives  and  offspring  reduced  to  utter  ruin,  but  the  country 
itself,  heretofore  distinguiBhed  above  all  others  for  the  extent 
of  its  cultivation,  as  a  garden,  not  having  one  spot  in  it  of 
uncultivated  ground,  and  from  being  in  the  most  Jiourishing 
state  that  a  country  could  be,  was  by  tho  inhuman  mode  of 
carrying  on  the  war,  and  the  iU  government  during  the  con- 
sequent usurpation,  reduced  to  a  state  of  great  decay  and 
depopulation,  in  which  it  still  remains. 

That  the  East-India  Company,  having  had  reason  to  con- 
ceive, that,  for  the  purpose  of  concealing  corrupt  transac- 
tions, their  servants  in  India  had  made  unfair,  mutUated, 
and  garbled  communications  of  correspondence,  and  some- 
times bad  whoUy  withheld  the  same,  marie  an  order  in  their 
letter  of  the  23rd  of  Marchj  1770,  in  the  following  tenor : — 
*'  The  governor  singly  shall  corresijond  with  the  covmtry 
powers ;  but  all  lett^TS,  before  they  shall  be  by  him  sent, 
must  be  communicated  to  the  other  members  of  the  select 
committee,  and  receive  their  approbation  ;  and  also  all  let- 
ters whatsoever^  which  may  be  received  by  the  governor,  in 
answer  to  or  in  coiirse  of  correspondence,  shall  likewise  be 
laid  before  the  said  select  committee  for  their  information 
and  consideration." — And  that  in  their  instructions  to  their 
governor-general  and  council,  dated  30th  March,  1774,  they 
did  repeat  their  orders  to  the  same  purpose  and  effect. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  not  obey,  as  in  duty 
he  was  bound  to  do,  the  said  standing  orders  ;  nor  did  com- 
municate all  his  correspondence  with  Mr.  Middleton,  the 
Company's  agent  at  the  court  of  the  Soubah  of  Oude,  or 
with  Colonel  Champion,  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  Com- 
pany's forces  in  the  EohiUa  war,  to  the  select  committee : 
and  when  afterwards,  that  is  to  say,  on  the  25th  of  October, 
1774,  be  was  required  by  the  majority  of  the  coimcil  ap- 
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pointed  by  tbe  act  of  parliament  of  1773,  whose  opinion 
by  tho  enid  act  directed  to  be  taken  as  the  act  of  the  wl 
council,  to  produce  all  his  correspondence  mth  Mr.  Middle- 
ton  and  Colonel  Champion  for  the  direction  of  their  future 
proceediuga  relative  to  the  obscure,  intricate,  and  critical 
tron&actioa  aforesaid,  he  did  positively  and  pertinaciously 
refuse  to  deliver  any  other  than  such  parts  of  the  said  cor- 
respondence aa  he  thought  convenient ;  covering  his  said 
illegal  refusal  under  general  vague  pretences  of  secrecy  and 
danger  from  the  communication ;  although  the  said  order 
and  inatruction  of  the  court  of  directors  above  mentioned 
was  urged  to  him,  and  although  it  was  represented  to  him 
by  the  said  council,  that  they,  as  well  as  be,  were  bound  by 
an  oath  of  secrecy  ;  which  refusal  to  obey  tbe  orders  of  the 
court  of  directors  (orders  specially,  and  on  weighty  groimda 
of  esperienee,  pointed  to  cases  of  thiu  very  nature)  gave  rise 
to  much  jealousy,  and  excit«d  great  suspicious  relative  to 
the  motives  and  grounds  on  which  the  Eohilla  war  had  been 
undertaken. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  the  grounds  alleged  in 
hia  juatiflcation  of  bis  refusal  to  communicate  to  his  col- 
leagues in  the  superior  council  his  correspondence  with  Mr. 
Middleton,  tbe  Company's  resident  at  Oude,  was  guilty  of  a 
new  offence ;  arrogating  to  himself  imprecedented  and  dan- 
gerous powers,  on  principles  utterly  subversive  of  all  order 
and  discipline  in  service,  and  introductory  to  corrupt  confe- 
deracies and  disobedience  among  the  Company's  servants; 
the  said  Waaren  Hastings  insisting,  tliat  Mr.  Middleton,  the 
Company's  covenanted  servant,  the  public  resident  for  trans- 
acting tho  Company's  aftaira  at  the  court  of  the  Soubah  of 
Oude,  and  as  such  receiving  from  the  Company  a  salarj'  for 
his  service,  was  no  other  than  the  official  agent  of  him  the 
said  Warren  Hastings,  and  that,  being  such,  he  was  not 
obliged  to  communicate  his  correspondenco, 

Tliat  the  court  of  directors,  and  afterwards  a  general  court 
of  the  proprietors  of  the  East-India  Company,  although  the 
latter  showed  favourable  dispositions  towards  the  said  War- 
ren Hastings,  and  expressed  (but  without  assigning  any 
ground  or  reason)  the  highest  opinion  of  hia  services  and  in- 
tegrity, did  unanimously  condemn  (along  with  his  conduct 
relative  to  the  Eohilla  treaty  and  war)  his  reftiaal  to  com« 
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municate  his  whole  correspondence  with  Mr.  MidtUeton  to 
the  superior  council ;  yet  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  ia  de- 
fiance of  the  opinion  of  the  directors,  and  the  unanimoua 
opinion  of  the  general  court  of  the  said  Eaat-India  Company, 
as  well  as  the  precedent  positive  orders  of  the  court  of  di- 
rectors, and  the  injuiictiona  of  an  act  of  parliament,  has, 
from  that  time  to  the  present,  never  made  any  communica- 
tion of  the  whole  of  Ms  correspondence  to  the  governor- 
general  and  council,  or  to  the  court  of  directors. 


n.    SHAW  ALLUM. 

That,  in  a  solemn  treaty  of  peace,  concluded  the  16th  of 
August,  1765,  beiAvoen  the  East- India  Company  and  the  late 
Nabob  of  Oude,  Shuja  ul  Dowla,  and  highly  approved  of, 
confirmed,  and  ratified  hy  the  said  Company,  it  ia  agreed, 
"  that  the  king  Shaw  jUlura  shall  remain  in  full  possession 
of  Corah,  and  such  part  of  the  province  of  Illiahad  a&  he 
now  possesses,  which  are  ceded  to  hia  Majesty  as  a  royal 
demesne  for  the  support  of  his  dign_ity  and  expenses.". — 
That,  in  a  separate  agreement,  coneluded  at  the  same  time 
between  the  king  Shaw  AJlum  and  the  then  suhadar  of 
Bengal,  imder  the  immediate  security  and  guarantee  of  the 
EngUah  Company,  the  faith  of  the  Company  was  pledged  to 
the  said  king  for  the  annual  payment  of  twenty-sue  lacks  of 
rupees  for  his  support  out  of  the  revenues  of  Bengal ;  and 
that  the  said  Company  did  then  receive  fr-om  the  said  king 
a  grant  of  the  dewanny  of  the  provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar, 
and  Orissa,  on  the  crpreaa  condition  of  their  being  security 
for  the  annual  payment  above  mentioned ; — that  the  East- 
India  Company  have  held,  and  continue  to  hold  the  dewancy 
so  grunted,  and  for  some  years  have  complied  with  the  con- 
ditions on  which  they  accepted  of  the  grant  thereof;  and 
have  at  all  times  acknowledged,  that  tbey  held  the  dewanny 
in  virtue  of  the  Mogul's  grants. — That  the  said  court  of  di- 
rectors, in  their  letter  of  the  30th  June,  1769,  to  Bengal, 
declared,  "  that  tbey  esteemed  themselves  bound  by  treaty 
to  protect  the  king's  person,  and  to  secure  him  the  possesaion 
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of  the  Corah  and  Illalialjad  districts ;"  and,  supposing  aa 
agreement  sliould  be  mado  respecting  these  provineea  be- 
tween the  king  and  Shuja  ul  Dowla,  the  directors  then  said, 
"  tiiat  they  ehould  be  Bubjeet  to  no  further  claim  or  requisi- 
tion from  the  king,  excepting  for  the  stipulated  tribute  for 
Bengal,  which  they  (the  governor  and  council)  were  to  pay 
to  hia  agent,  or  remit  to  him  in  Bueh  manner  aa  he  might 
direct." 

That  in  the  year  1772  the  king  Shaw  Allum,  who  had 
Intherta  resided  at  Allahabad,  tnisting  to  engagements  which 
he  had  entered  into  with  the  Mahrattas,  quitted  that  place 
and  removed  to  Delhi ;  but,  having  soon  quarrelled  with 
those  people,  and  afterwards  being  taken  prisoner,  had  been 
tivated  by  them  with  very  great  disrespect  and  cruelty  :■ — 
that  among  other  instances  of  their  abuse  of  their  immedi- 
ate power  over  him,  tlie  governor  and  council  of  Bengal, 
in  their  letter  of  the  16th  of  Auguat,  1773,  inform  the  court 
of  directors,  that  ho  hiul  been  compelled,  while  a  prisoner  in 
their  hands,  to  grant  sunniids  for  the  surrender  of  Corah  arid 
IlUabad  to  them  ;  and  it  appears  fi'om  sundrv'  other  minutea 
of  their  own,  that  the  said  governor  and  council  did  at  all 
times  consider  the  surrender  above  mentioned  aa  extorted 
from  the  king,  and  unyuestionably  an  act  of  violence,  which 
could  not  alienate  or  impair  his  right  to  those  provinces ; 
and  that  when  they  took  possession  thereof,  it  was  at  the 
request  of  the  king's  naib,  or  viceroy,  who  put  them  under 
the  council's  protection ;  that  on  this  footing  they  were  ac- 
cepted by  the;  said  Warren  Hastings  and  his  council,  and  for 
some  time  considered  by  them  as  a  deposit  committed  to  their 
care  by  a  prince,  to  whom  the  posaesaion  thereof  was  par- 
ticularly guaranteed  by  the  East-India  Company. — In  their 
letter  of  the  Ist  of  Jfarch,  1773,  they  (the  said  Warren 
Hastings  and  hia  couneU.)  say,  "  In  no  shape  can  this  com- 
pulsory cession  by  the  king  release  ub  from  the  obligation 
we  are  under  to  defend  the  pro;.dnces,  wliich  we  have  so 
particularly  guaranteed  to  him."  But  it  appears,  that  they 
soon  adopted  other  ideas,  and  assumed  other  principles  con- 
cerning thia  object.  In  the  instruetions,  tbited  the  23rd  of 
June,  1773,  which  the  coiuicil  of  Fort  William  gave  to  the 
Baid  Warren  Hastings,  previous  to  liis  intersiew  with  the 
Nabob  Shuja  ul  Dowla  at  Benares,  they  say,  that  "  whik 
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the  king  continued  at  Dellii,  whither  he  proceeded  in  op- 
position to  their  most  strenuous  remonstraQcea,  they  should 
certainly  consider  the  engagements  between  him  and  the 
Company  as  dissolved  by  his  alienation  from  thera  and  their 
interest ;  that  the  possession  of  so  remote  a  country  could 
never  be  expected  to  yield  any  profit  to  the  Company,  and 
the  defence  of  it  must  require  a  perpetual  aid  of  their 
forces ; "  yet  in  the  same  instructions  they  declare  their 
opinion,  that,  "  if  the  king  should  make  overtures  to  renev 
hia  former  connexion,  ftis  right  to  reclaim  tAe  districts  of 
Corah  and  HHabad  could  not  with  propriety  be  disputed;  " 
and  they  authorize  the  said  W^arren  Hastings  to  restore  them 
to  him  on  condition,  that  he  should  rtnourtce  his  claim  to  the 
annual  tribute  of  twenty-six  lacks  of  rupees,  herein  before 
mentioned,  and  to  the  arrears  tchich  nwjbt  be  due  ; — thereby 
acknowledging  the  justice  of  a  claim,  %vhieh  they  determined 
not  to  comply  with  but  in  return  for  the  surrender  of 
another  equally  valid ; — that,  nevertheless,  in  the  treaty  con- 
cluded by  the  said  Warren  Hastiogs  with  Sliuja  ul  Dowla  on 
the  7th  of  Septeraber.  1773,  it  is  asserted,  that  hia  Majesty 
(meaning  the  king  Shaw  Alluiu)  "  having  abandoned  the  dis- 
tricts of  Corah  and  llliabnd,  aud  given  a  sunnud  for  Corah 
aud  Currah  to  the  Mahrattas,  had  thereby  forfeited  liia  right 
to  the  said  districts,"  although  it  was  well  laiown  to  the 
said  Warren  Hastings,  and  had  been  so  stated  by  him  to 
the  court  of  direetc*rs,  that  this  surrender  on  the  part  of  the 
king  had  been  extorted  from  him  by  violence,  while  he  waa 
a  prisoner  in  the  hands  of  the  Mahrattas,  and  although  it 
was  equally  well  known  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  that 
there  was  nothing  in  the  original  treaty  of  1765,  which 
could  restrain  the  king  from  chauging  the  place  of  hia  re- 
sidence, conso(juently  that  his  removal  to  Delhi  could  not 
occasion  a  forfeiture  of  liis  right  to  the  provinces  seciu^d  to 
him  by  that  treaty. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  in  the  report,  wliich  he 
,de  of  his  interriew  aud  negotiations  with  fcihujah  ul  Dowla, 
dated  the  4th.  of  October,  1773,  doclan^d,  "that  the  ad- 
ministration would  have  been  culpable  in  the  highest  degreft 
in  retaining  possession  of  Corah  and  Tlliabad_/h;-  any  other 
purpose  than  that  of  making  an  advantttge  by  the  disposal  of 
them''  and  therefore  he  had  ceded  them  to  the  vixier  for  fifty 
liicks  of  rupees,  a  measure,  for  which  he  had  uo  authority 
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wbatever  from  the  king  Shaw  Allum,  and  in  the  exeeutiou  of 
which  no  reserve  whatever  was  made  in  favour  of  the  rights 
of  that  prince,  nor  any  care  taken  of  his  interests. 

That  the  aale  of  these  provnncea  to  Suja  Dowla  involved 
the  Eaat-Iudia  Company  in  a  triple  hreach  of  justice,  since 
hy  the  same  act  they  violated  a  treaty,  they  sold  the  property 
of  another,  and  they  alienated  a  deposit  committed  to  thei; 
friendship  and  good  faith,  and  as  such  accepted  by  them  ;■ 
that  a  measure  of  this  nature  is  not  to  be  defended  on  motiv 
of  policy  and  convenience,  supposing  such  motives  to  have 
Gxiated,  without  a  total  loss  of  public  honour,  and  shaking  all 
security  in  the  faith  of  treaties ;  hut  that  in  reality  the 
pretences  urged  hy  the  said  Warren  Hastings  for  selling  the 
kind's  country  to  Suja  Dowla  were  false  and  invalid. — It 
could  not  strengthen  our  alliance  with  Sujah  ul  Dowla; 
since,  paying  a  price  for  a  purchase,  he  received  no  favour, 
and  incurred  no  obligation.  It  did  not  free  the  Company 
from  all  the  dangers  attending  either  a  remote  property  or 
a  remote  connexion  ;  since,  the  moment  the  country  in 
question  became  part  of  iSuja  Dowla's  dominions,  it  was  in- 
cluded in  the  Company's  former  guarantee  of  those  do- 
minions, and  in  case  of  invasion  the  Company  were  obliged  to 
Bend  part  of  their  army  to  defend  it  at  the  requisitiou  of  the 
said  Suja  Dowla;  and  if  the  remote  situation  of  those  pro- 
vinces made  tho  defence  of  them  difficult  and  dangerous, 
much  more  was  it  a  difficult  and  dangerous  enterprise  to 
engage  the  Company's  force  in  an  attack  and  invasion  of 
the  Eflhillas,  whose  country  lay  at  a  much  greater  dis- 
tance from  the  Company's  frontier;  which,  nevertheless,  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  agreed  to,  and  undertook  at  the  very 
time,  when,  under  pretence  of  the  difficulty  of  defending 
Corah  and  Illiabad,  he  sold  those  provinces  to  Suja  Dowla. 
It  did  not  relieve  the  Company  from  the  expense  of  de- 
fending the  country,  since  the  revenues  thereof  far  exceed- 
ed the  subsidy  to  be  paid  by  Suja  Dowla,  and  these  re- 
venues justly  belonged  to  the  Company  as  long  as  the 
country  continued  under  thoir  protection,  and  would  have 
answered  the  expense  of  defending  it. — Finally,  that  the 
Bum  of  fifty  lacks  of  rupees,  stipulated  with  the  said  Suja 
Dowla,  waB  inadequate  to  the  value  of  the  country,  the 
annual  revenues  of  which  were  stated  at  twenty-five  lacks  ol 
rupees,  which  General  Sir  liobert  Barker,  tken  eomcnondcr* 
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in-chief  of  the  Company's  forces,  affirms  was  certain,  and  too 
genernllt/  known  to  admit  of  a  doubt. 

That  the  king  Shaw  AUum  received  for  some  years  the 
annual  tribute  of  twenty-sis  lacks  of  rupees  ahove  mentioned, 
and  was  entitled  to  continue  to  receive  it  by  virtue  of  an 
engagement  deliberately,  and  for  an  adequate  consideration, 
entered  into  with  him  by  the  Company'a  servants,  and  ap- 
proved of  and  ratified  by  the  Company  themselves ;— that 
this  engagement  was  absolute  and  unconditional,  and  did 
neither  express,  nor  suppose,  any  case,  in  which  the  said 
king  should  forfeit,  or  the  Company  should  have  a  right  to 
resume,  the  tribute ; — that,  neverthelfss,  the  said  "VVarren 
Hastings  and  his  council,  immediately  after  selling  the  king's 
country  to  Suja  Dowla,  resolved  to  withhold,  and  actually 
witbheld,  the  payment  of  the  said  tribute,  of  which  the  king 
Shaw  Allum  baa  never  since  received  any  part ; — that  this 
resolution  of  the  council  is  not  justified  even  by  themselves 
on  principles  of  right  and  justice,  but  by  arguments  of  po- 
licy and  convenience,  by  which  the  best  founded  claims  of 
right  and  Justice  may  at  all  times  be  act  aside  and  defeated. 
"  Tliey  judged  it  highly  impolitic  and  unsafe  to  answer  the 
draughts  of  the  king  until  they  were  satisfied  of  his  amicable 
intentions,  and  those  of  his  new  allies.*'  But  neither  had 
they  any  reason  to  question  the  king's  amicable  intentiona, 
nor  was  he  pledged  to  answer  for  those  of  tlie  Mahrattaa ; 
his  trusting  to  the  good  faith  of  that  people,  and  relying  on 
their  assistance  to  reinstate  him  in  the  possession  of  hia 
capita],  might  have  been  imprudent  and  impolitic  ;  but  theso 
measures,  however  ruinous  to  himself,  indicated  no  enmity 
to  the  English,  nor  were  tht=*y  productive  of  any  effects  in- 
jurious to  the  English  interests.  And  it  is  plain,  that  the 
eaid  Warren  Hastings  and  hia  council  were  perfectly  aware, 
that  their  motives  or  pretences  for  withhol£ng  the  tribute 
were  too  weak  to  justify  their  conduct,  having  principally 
insisted  on  the  reduced  state  of  their  treasury,  which,  as 
they  said,  rendered  it  impracticable  to  comply  with  those  pay- 
ments. The  right  of  a  creditor  does  not  depend  on  the 
circumstances  of  the  debtor;  on  the  contrary,  the  plea  of 
inability  includes  a  virtual  acknowledgment  of  the  debt,  sine© 
if  the  creditor's  right  were  denied,  the  plea  would  he  Buper- 
flaous, 
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Thattbe  Eaat-Tnclia  Company,  having  on  their  part  violated 
the  engagements,  and  renounced  the  conditions,  on  which 
they  received,  and  have  liitherto  held  and  enjoyed,  the  de- 
\s'anny  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Oriasa,  from  the  king  Shaw 
Allum,  have  thereby  forfeited  all  right  and  title  to  the  said 
dewanny  ariaing  from  the  said  grant,  and  that  it  is  free  and 
open  to  the  said  king  to  resume  such  grant ;  and  to  transfer 
it  to  any  other  prince  or  state ; — that,  notwithstanding  any 
distress,  or  weakness,  to  which  he  may  be  actually  reduced, 
his  lawful  authority,  as  Bovereign  of  the  IMogul  empire,  is 
Btiil  acknowledged  in  India,  and  that  Ida  grant  of  the  de- 
wanny would  eulBciently  authorize,  and  materially  assist,  any 
prince  or  state,  that  might  attempt  to  dispossess  the  Eaat- 
India  Company  thereof,  since  it  would  convey  a  right,  which 
couid  not  be  disputed,  and  to  which  nothing  hut  force  could 
he  opposed.  Nor  can  these  opinions  he  more  strongly  ei- 
pressed  than  they  have  been  lately  by  the  said  Warrea 
Haatinga  himself,  who,  in  a  minute,  recorded  the  Ist  of  De- 
cember, 1784,  has  declared,  tliat,  "fiillen  as  the  house  of 
Timur  is,  it  is  yet  the  relic  of  the  most  illustrious  Hue  of  the 
Eastern  world  ; — that  its  sovereigntij  is  u>iU<ersaUy  acknow- 
ledged, though  the  substance  of  it  no  longer  exists ;  and 
that  the  Company  itself  derives  its  constitutional  dominion 
from  its  ostensible  bounty." 

That  the  said  Warren  Haatinga  by  this  declaration  has 
renounced  and  condemned  the  principle,  on  which  he  avow- 
edly acted  towards  the  Mogul  in  the  year  1773,  when  he 
denied,  that  the  aunnuda  or  grants  of  the  Mogul,  if  they 
were  in  the  hands  of  another  nation,  would  avail  them  any- 
thing ;  and  when  ho  doclared,  "  that  the  sword,  which  gave 
us  the  dominion  of  Bengal,  must  be  the  instrument  of  its 
preservation  ;  and  that  if  it  should  ever  ccat>e  to  be  ours,  the 
next  proprietor  would  derive  his  right  and  possession  from 
the  same  natural  charter^  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
to  answer  any  immediate  purpose,  adopts  any  principle  of 
policy,  however  false  or  dangerous,  without  any  regard  to 
former  declarations  made,  or  to  principles  avowed  on  other 
occasions  bv  himself;  and  particularly,  that  in  hia  conduct 
to  Shaw  Allum  he  first  maintained,  that  the  grants  of  that 
prince  were  of  no  avail ;  that  we  held  the  dominion  of  Ben- 
gal by  the  sword,  which  he  has  falsely  declared  the  source  (A 
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right,  and  the  natural  charter  of  doraiuion;  whereas  at  a  later 
period  be  has  declared,  that  the  sovereignty  of  the  familj  of 
Shaw  Allum  is  universally  acknowledged  ;  and  that  the 
Company  itself  derires  its  constitutional  dominion  from  their 
ostensible  bounty. 


m.  BENAEE8. 


PART  I. 


Rights  and  Titles  of  the  Rajah  of  Benares. 
I. 

That  the  territory  of  Benares  is  a  fruitful,  and  has  been, 
not  long  since,  an  orderly,  well-cultivated,  aud  improved 
province  ;  of  great  extent ;  and  its  capital  city,  aa  Warren 
Hastings,  Esquire,  haa  informed  the  court  of  directors,  in 
his  letter  of  the  2iat  of  November,  1781,  "  is  highly  revered 
by  the  natives  of  the  Hiudii  persuasion ;  bo  that  manjr,  who 
have  acquired  indppendfut  fortunes,  retire  to  close  their  days 
in  a  place  so  eminently  distinguished  for  its  sanctity  :  "  and 
he  further  acquaints  the  directors,  "  that  it  may  rather  be 
considered  aa  the  seat  of  the  Hindii  religion,  than  aa  the 
capital  of  a  province.  But  as  its  inhabitants  are  not  com- 
posed of  Hindfls  only,  the/or/ner  wealth,  which  flowed  into 
it  from  the  offerings  of  pilgrims,  aa  well  as  from  the  trans- 
actions of  exchange,  for  which  its  central  situation  ia  adapted, 
has  attracted  numbers  of  Mahomcdans,  who  still  continue  to 
reside  in  it  with  their  families."  And  these  circumstances  of 
the  city  of  Benares,  which  not  only  attracted  the  attention 
of  all  the  different  descriptions  of  men  who  inhabit  Indo- 
stan,  but  interested  them  warmly  in  whatever  it  might  suf- 
fer, did  in  a  peculiar  manner  require,  tliat  the  governor-general 
and  council  of  Calcutta  should  conduct  themselves  with  re- 
gard to  its  rulers  and  inhabitants,  when  it  became  dependent 
on  the  Company,  on  the  moat  distinguished  prinoipiea  of 
good  fJEiithj  equity,  moderation,  and  mildness. 
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n. 

That  the  Eajah  Bulwant  Sing,  late  prince  or  zemindar  of 
the  pronnce  aforesaid,  was  a  great  lord  of  the  Mogul  empire,  ^m 
dependent  on  the  aame,  through  the  rizier  of  the  empire,  ^| 
tke  late  Sujah  ul  Dowla,  Nabob  of  Oude;   and  the   said 
Buiwant  Sing,  in  the  conunencement  of  the  English  power, 
did  attach  himself  to  the  cause  of  the  English  Company ;  ^H 
and  the  court  of  directora  of  the  aaid  Company  did  ackno^-  ^| 
ledge,  in  their  letter  of  the  26fch  of  May,  1768,  that  "  Bul- 
want Sing's  joiuing  ua  at  the  time  he  did  waa  of  signal  ser- 
vice, and  the  Btipulation  in  hia  favour  was  what  he   was  ^| 
justly  entitled  to ;  "^and  they  did  commend  "  the  care,  that  ^1 
nad  been  taken  (by  the  then  presidency)  of  those,  that  had 
shown  their  attachment  to  them  (the  Company)  during  the 
war;"  and  they  did  finally  espresa  their  hope  and  expecta- 
tion in  the  words  following  :  "  the  moderation  and  attention 
paid  to  those,  who  hare  espoused  our  interests  in  this  war,  fl 
will  restore  our  reputation  in  Hindostan,  and  that  the  Indian  ™ 
powers  will  be  convinced,  NO  breach  of  treaty  will  ever  have 
our  sanction," 
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That  the  Eajah  Bulwant  Sing  died  on  the  23rd  of  August, 
1770,  and  his  8on>  Cheit  Sing^  succeeding  to  his  rights  and 
pretenaions,the  presidency  of  Calcutta  (John  Cartier,  Esquire, 
being  then  president)  did  instruct  Captain  Gabriel  Harper 
to  procure  a  confirmation  of  the  succeasion  to  his  son  Cheit 
Sing, "  as  it  was  of  the  utmost  political  import  to  the  Com- 
pany's aff"air8 ;  and  that  the  young  man  ought  not  to  con- 
aider  the  price  to  be  paid  to  aatiefy  the  vizier's  jealousy  and 
avarice."  J\nd  they  did  farther  declare  as  follows:  "the 
Mtrong  and  inviolable  attachment,  wliicb  subsisted  betwixt 
the  Company  and  the  father,  makes  us  most  readily  interpose 
our  good  offices  for  the  son."  And  the  young  Hajah  aforesaid 
hfl\Tng  agreed,  under  the  mediation  of  Captain  Harper,  to 
pay  near  two  hundred  thousand  pounds  as  a  gift  to  the  said 
vizier,  and  to  increase  his  tribute  by  near  thirty  thousand 
pounds  annually,  a  deed  of  confirmation  was  passed  l>y  the 
vizier  to  the  said  Bajah,  and  his  heirs,  by  which  he  be- 
came ft  purchaser,  for  valuable  consitierations,  of  hia  right 


« 


a 


L 


A 


AGATSBT   WABBEIf   llASTIXOS. 


287 


K 


k 


and  inlieritance  in  the  zemindary  aforesaid.  In  consequence 
of  this  grant,  so  by  him  purchaaed,  the  Rajah  was  solemnly 
invested  with  the  government  in  the  city  of  Benares, "  amidst 
Lthe  acclamations  of  a  numerous  people,  and  to  the  great 
Wtisfaction  of  all  parties."  And  the  said  Harper,  in  his 
letter  of  the  8th  of  October,  1770,  giving  an  account  of  the 
investiture  aforesaid,  did  express  himself  in  these  words:  "  I 
will  leave  the  young  Eajah,  and  others,  to  acquaint  you  how 
I  have  conducted  myself ;  only  thus  much  let  roe  say,  that 
I  have  kept  a  strict  eve  not  to  diminish  our  national  honour, 
diBintereeteduesa,  and  justice,  which  I  wiU  conclude  has  had 
a  greater  effect  in  securing  to  the  Company  their  vast  pos- 
Bessions,  than  even  the  fbrce  of  arms,  however  formidable, 
could  do."  The  president  of  Calcutta  testified  his  approba- 
tion of  the  said  Harper's  conduct  m  the  strongest  terms, 
that  is,  in  the  following ;  "  Tour  disinterestedness  has  been 
equally  diatinguiahable  as  your  abilities,  and  both  do  you  the 
greatest  honour." 

IV. 

That  the  agreement  between  the  Bajah  and  Nabob  afore- 
eaid  continued  on  both  sides  without  any  violation,  xinder 
the  sanction  and  guarantee  of  the  East-India  Company,  for 
three  years;  when  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  bcmg  then 
president,  did  propose  a  further  confii-roation  of  the  said 
grant ;  and  did,  on  the  12th  of  October,  1773,  obtain  a  dele- 
gation for  himself  to  be  the  person  to  negotiate  the  same,  it 
being  his  opinion,  aa  expressed  in  his  report  of  October  4th, 
1773,  that  the  Rajah  was  not  only  entitled  to  the  inherit- 
ance of  his  zemindary  by  the  grants  through  Captain  Harper, 
but  that  the  preceding  treaty  of  Hliabad,  though  literally 
expressing  no  more  than  a  security  personal  to  Balwont  Sing, 
did,  notwithstanding,  in  the  true  sense  and  import  thereof, 
extend  to  his  posterity ;  "  and  that  it  had  been  differently 
understood  (that  ia,  not  literally)  by  the  Company,  and  by 
this  administration  ;  and  the  vizier  had  before  put  it  out  of 
all  dispute  by  the  solemn  act  passed  in  the  Bajah'a  fsiTOllJ 
^on  his  Bucceasion  to  the  zemindary." 

V. 

That  the  councO,  in  their  instructions  to  the  said  Governor 
Hastings,  did  empower  hin:  "  to  renew  in  behalf  of  the  Eajah 


Cheit  Sing,  tlie  stipulation  which  was  formerly  made  with 
the  vizier  in  consideration  of  his  aervicea  in  17Gi;"  and  the 
goverament  waa  accordingly  settled  on  the  Eajah  and  his 
poaterity,  or  to  hie  heirs,  on  the  same  footing  on  which  it 
was  granted  to  his  said  father,  eiceptiag  the  addition  afore- 
said to  the  tribute ;  with  an  express  prorisioii,  "  that  no  in- 
cre&se  shall  ever  hereafter  be  demanded."  And  the  grant 
and  stipulation  aforesaid  waa  further  confirmed  by  the  said 
Hujah  ul  Dowla,  under  tbo  Company's  guarmitee,  by  the 
nioet  Boleran  and  awfid  form  of  oath  known  in  the  Maho- 
medan  rehgion,  inserted  in  the  body  of  the  deed  or  grant ; 
and  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  strongly  impressed  with  the 
opinion  of  the  propriety  of  protecting  the  Ilajah,  and  of  the 
injustice,  malice,  and  avarice  of  the  said  Sujah  Doi^'la,  and  the 
known  family  enmity  sub ai sting  between  him  and  the  Eajah, 
did  declare,  in  his  report  to  the  council,  as  follows :  "  I  am 
well  convinced,  that  the  Eajah's  inheritance,  and  perhaps 
hifl  life,  are  no  longer  safe  than  while  he  enjoys  the  Com- 
pany's protection,  which  is  his  due  by  the  ties  of  justice,  and 
the  obligations  of  public  faith." 

VI. 

That  some  time  after  the  new  confirmation  aforesaid,  that 
IB  to  say,  in  the  year  IT?^,  the  governor-general,  and  council, 
which  had  been  formed,  aud  the  members  thereof  appointed, 
by  act  of  parliament,  did  obtain  the  assignment  of  the  sove- 
reignty paramount  of  the  said  government  by  treaty  with 
the  Nabob  of  Oude ;  by  which,  although  the  supreme  do- 
minion was  changed,  the  terms  and  the  conditions  of  the 
tenure  of  the  Eajah  of  Benares  remained ;  as  the  said  Nabob 
of  Oude  could  transfer  to  the  East-India  Company  no  other 
or  greater  estate  than  he  himself  possessed  in  or  over  the 
aaia  zemindary.  But  to  obviate  any  miBconstruction  on  the 
Bubject,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  propose  to  the  board, 
that,  whatever  provision  might  in  the  said  treaty  be  made 
for  the  interest  of  the  Company,  the  same  should  he  "  with- 
out an  encroachment  on  the  just  rights  of  the  Kajah,  or  the 
engagements  actually/  subsisting  witft  A»n." 

YIL 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  then  having,  or  pretend- 
ing to  have,  ac  extraordinary  care  of  the  interest  of  the 
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Sajali  of  Benares,  did,  on  bis  transfer  of  the  aoTereignty, 
propose  a  new  grant  to  be  conveyed  in  new  instTuments  to 
the  said  Rajah,  confemno;  \ipan  him.  further  privileges, 
namely,  the  addition  of  the  sovereign  righta  of  the  mint,  and 
of  the  right  of  criminal  justice  of  life  and  death.  And  he 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  as  governor-general,  did  himself 
^^  propose  the  resolution  for  that  purpose  in  councU,  in  tho 
^fciollowing  words,  with  remarks  explanatory  of  the  principles, 
^Hupou  which  the  grants  aforesaid  were  made :  namely, 
^H  Minute. 

I 


vni. 


"That  the  perpetual  and  independent  possession  of  the 
zemindary  of  Benares,  and  its  dependencies,  he  confirmed 
and  guaranteed  to  the  Kajah  Gheit  Sing,  and  his  heirs  for 
ever,  subject  onli/  to  the  annual  payment  of  the  revenues 
hitherto  paid  to  the  hUe  vizier,  amounting  to  Benares  sicca 
rupees,  23,71,656,12,  to  be  disposed  of  as  is  expressed  in  the 
following  artiole :  that  no  other  demand  be  made  on  him 
either  by  the  Naboh  of  Oude,  or  this  government ;  vor  an^ 
kind  qf  authority  or  Jurisdiction  be  exercised  by  either  within 
the  districts  assigned  him.'^  To  which  minute  lie,  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  did  subjoin  the  followiug  observation  in 
writing,  and  recorded  therewith  in  the  council -books,  that  is 
to  say :  The  Rajah  of  Benares,  from  the  situation  of  his  coun- 
try, which  is  a  frontier  to  the  provinces  of  Oude  and  Bithar, 
may  be  made  a  serviceable  ally  to  the  Company,  whenever 
their  affairs  shall  require  it.  He  has  always  been  cons^idered 
in  this  light  both  by  the  Company  and  the  successive  members 
of  the  late  council ;  but,  to  insure  his  attachment  to  the  Com- 
pany,  his  interest  must:  be  connected  trith  it,  which  cannot  be 
better  effected  than  by  freeing  him  totally  from  (he  REMAINS 
of  his  present  vassalage,  under  the  guarantee  and  protection  of 
the  Company;  and  at  the  same  time  guarding  him  against 
any  apprehensions  from  this  government  by  thus  pledging  its 
faUh,  that  no  encroachment  shall  ever  be  made  on  his  rights  by 
the  Company."  And  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  on  the  5th 
of  July,  1775,  did  himself  propose,  among  other  articles  of 
the  treaty  relative  to  this  object,  one  of  the  following  ter.or; 
"  that  whilst  the  Bajali  shall  continue  faithful  to  these  en- 
gagements, and  punctual  in  his  payments,  and  shall  pay  due 
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obedience  to  the  authority  of  this  govemment,  no  more  <fo- 
mands  shall  be  made  upon  him  by  the  hoaourable  Company 
of  A^NX  KIND  ;  or,  on  any  pretence  whatsoever,  shall  any 
person  be  allowed  to  interfere  with  his  authority,  or  to  dis- 
turb the  peace  of  hie  country."  And  the  said  article  was 
by  the  other  membera  of  the  council  assented  to  without 
debate. 

IX. 


On  transferring  the  Eajah's  tribute  from  the  Nabob  to 
the  Company,  the  stipulation  mth  the  Nabob  was  renewed 
on  the  proposition  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  himself,  and 
expressed  in  a  yet  more  distinct  manner ;  namelv,  "  that  no 
more  demands  ehaU  be  made  upon  him  by  the  honourable 
Company  of  any  kind:"  and  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in 
juatifaeation  of  his  proposal  of  giving  the  Hajah  "  a  complete 
and  uncontrolled  authority  over  his  zemindary,"  did  enter  on 
the  council-book  the  following  reasons  for  investing  him  with 
the  same;  strongly  indicating  the  situation,  in  which  he 
must  be  left  under  any  other  cireumatances,  whether  under 
the  Nabob  of  Oude,  or  under  the  English,  or  under  the 
double  influence  of  both :  "  that  the  security  of  his  person 
and  possessions  from  the  Company's  protection  may  be  rated 
equal  to  many  lacks  of  rupees,  which  though  saved  to  him  are 
no  toss  to  the  ffovernment,  on  which  he  depends,  being  all 
articles  of  immible  expejise;  in  fees  to  the  ininisters  and 
officers  of  the  Nabob  ;  in  the  charges  of  a  double  establish- 
ment of  vacteels  to  both  governments ;  in  presents  and 
charges  of  accommodation  to  the  Nabob,  during  his  residence 
at  any  place  within  the  boundaries  of  his  zemindary ;  in  the 
frauds,  embezzlements,  aTid  oppressions  exercised  iV*  the  mini 
afid  Cutwally;  besides  the  allowed  profLts  of  those  ofEcers,  and 
the  advantages,  which  txevy  man  in  occasional  power,  or  in 
the  credit  of  it,  might  make  of  the  Rajah^a  known  weakness, 
and  the  dread  he  stood  in  both  of  the  displeasure  of  the  Na- 
bob, and  the  ill-wUl  of  individuals  among  the  English,  who 
were  all  considered,  either  in  their  present  stations  or  con- 
nexions, or  the  right  of  succession,  as  members  of  the  state  of 
Bengal.  It  woiild  be  scarce  poBBible  to  enumerate  all  the 
ineonveiiiences  to  which  the  Bajah  was  liable  in  his  former 
tituation,  or  to  estimate  the  precise  effect  which  they  pro- 
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daced  on  his  revenue,  and  on  the  gross  amount  of  his  ex- 
pense; but  it  may  be  easily  conceived,  that  both  were 
euoniioua,  and  of  a  nature  the  most  likely  to  lessen  the  pro- 
fits of  government  instead  of  adding  to  them."  And  in  jus- 
tification of  his  proposal  of  giving  the  liajah  the  symbols  of 
sovereignty  in  the  power  of  life  and  death,  and  in  the  coining 
of  money,  as  pledges  of  his  independence,  he  states  the  de- 
plorable situation  of  princes  reduced  to  dependence  on  the 
■vizier,  or  the  Company,  and  obliged  to  entertain  an  English 
resident  at  their  court,  in  the  follnwinw  wrirds  ;  "  It  is  pro- 
posed to  receive  the  payment  of  his  (the  Rajah's)  rents  at 
Patna,  because  that  is  the  neaiTst  provincial  station,  and  be- 
cause it  would  not  frustTate  the  intention  of  rendering  the 
Rajah  independent"  If  a  resident  was  appointed  to  receive 
the  money,  as  it  became  due,  at  Benares,  sttch  a  re&ident 
would  unavoidably  acquire  .in  influence  over  tbe  Eajah,  and 
over  his  country,  which  would  in  effect  render  him  the  master 
of  both.  This  consequence  might  not  perhaps  be  brought 
completely  to  pass  without  a  struggle  and  many  appeals  to 
council,  which  in  a  government  constituted  like  this  cannot 
fail  to  terminate  against  the  Rojah;  and,  b(/  the  construction, 
to  which  his  opposition  to  the  agent  would  be  lia/de,  might 
eventually  draw  on  him  severe  restricfiojis,  and  reduce  him  to 
the  mean  and  deiiraved  state  of  a  mere  zemindar." 

I         That  in  order  to  satisfy  the  said  Eajah  of  the  intentions  of 
I     the  Company  towards  him,  and  of  tbe  true  sense  and  couatruc- 
^Xiaon  of  the  gi^anta  to  him,  the  said  Bajah,  to  be  made,  the 
fgoremor-general  (hetliesnid  Warren  Hastings)  and  council 
did,  on  the  2.tth  August,  1775,  instruct  Sir.  Fowke,  the  resi- 
dent at  the  Kajah's  court,  in  the  following  words:  "It  J8 
proper  to  assure  the  Kajah  we  do  not  mean  to  increase  his 
tribute,  but  to  require  from  him  an  exact  sum.     That,  under 
the  sovereignty  of  the  Company,  we  are  determined  to  leave 
aim  the  free  and  uncontrolled  management  of  the  internal 
government  of  his  country,  and  the  collection  and  regulation 
of  the  revenues,  so  long  as  he  adheres  to  the  terms  of  his 
engagement ;  and  will  never  demand  any  augmentation  of 
fee  annual  tribute,  which  may  be  fixed," 
VOL.  nr.  B 


242 


A.ETICI.E3   or  OILlBeX 


XI. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  and  tlie  council-general, 
not  being  Batiefied  with  having  instructed  the  resident  to 
make  the  represcutatiou  aforesaid,  to  remove  all  Buspicion, 
that  by  the  new  ^rmita  nuy  attempt  should  insidiously  be 
made  to  chan|s;c  his  former  tenure,  did  resolve,  that  a  letter 
should  be  written  by  the  governor-general  himself  to  the 
Bajah  of  Benares,  to  be  delivered  to  Mr.  Fowke  the  resident, 
together  wath  hia  credentials ;  in  which  letter  they  declare 
"  the  board  willing  to  continue  tLe  orrant  of  the  zemindary 
to  him  in  as  J'ufl  and  ample  a  marmer  as  he  possessed  it 

{rom  former  sovereiffus ;  and  on  hia  paying  tlve  annual  tri- 
lute,  &c."  And  in  explaining  the  reasons  for  granting  to 
hira  the  mint  and  criminal  justice,  thej"^  inform  him,  that 
thia  is  done  in  order  "  that  he  mn.y  possess  an  uncontrolled 
and  free  authority/  in  the  regulation  and  government  of  his 
zemindary."  J 

XII. 

That  on  the  26th  February,  1776,  the  board  and  council 
did  order,  that  the  proper  inhtrunienta  should  be  prepared 
for  conveying  to  the  Rajnh  aforesaid  the  government  and 
criminal  justice,  and  mJht  of  Benares,  vi-ith  ita  dependencie  " 
"  in  the  usual  form  ;  expressing  the  conditions  alreadt/  resolve 
on  in  the  several  proceedings  of  the  board.^^  And  on  the  sar 
day  a  letter  was  wTitten  to  the  resident  at  Benares  signifying^ 
that  they  had  ordered  tbe  proper  instruments  to  be  prepared, 
specifying  the  terms  concerning  the  remittance  of  the  Rajah's 
tribute  to  Calcutta,  as  well  as  "  the  several  other  cottditions, 
wkich  had  been  already  agreed  to;  and  that  they  should  for- 
w'ard  it  to  hira,  to  be  delivered  to  the  Rajah."  And  on  the 
20th  of  March  followiug,  the  board  did  again  explain  the 
terms  of  the  said  tribute  in  a  letter  to  the  court  of  directors ; 
and  did  add,  "  that  a  sannud  (grant  or  patent)  for  his 
(Cheit  Sing's)  zemindary  should  be  furnished  him  on  thesCf 
and  the  conditions  before  agreed  on."  |S 

XIII.  ™ 

That  Liurmg  tbe  course  of  tbe  transactiona  aforesaid  in 
council,  and  the  rarious  assurances  given  to  the  KajaJi  and 
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tho  court  of  directors,  certain  improper  and  franrlulent  prao 
ticea  were  used  with  regard  to  the  eyniboLj  of  investiture, 
which  ought  to  have  been  gi^en,  and  the  fonn  of  tlie  deeds, 
by  which  the  said  zemindary  ought  to  have  been  granted ; 
for  it  appears,  that  the  original  deeda  were  Bigned  by  the 
hoard  on  the  4th  September,  1775,  and  transmitted  to  Jlr. 
Powke,  the  resident  at  the  Bajah's  court ;  and  that,  on  the 
20th  of  NovcKiber  following,  the  court  of  directora  were  ac- 
quainted by  the  said  AV^arren  Hastings  and  the  council,  that 
Rajah  Cheit  Sing  had  been  invested  with  the  sannud  (char- 
ters or  patents)  for  his  zemindary,  and  the  keUaut  (or  robea 
of  investiture)  in  all  the  proper  forms.  But,  on  the  Ist  of 
October,  1775,  the  Rajah  did  complain  to  the  governor- 
general  and  council,  that  the  kellaut  (or  robes)  with  which 
ne  was  to  be  invested  according  to  their  order,  "  is  not  of  the 
same  kind,  as  that  which  he  received  from  the  late  vizier  on 
the  like  occasion."  In  consequence  of  the  said  complaint, 
the  board  did,  in  their  letter  to  tho  resident  of  the  llth  of 
the  same  month,  deaire  him  "  to  make  inquiry  respecting  the 
nature  of  the  kellaut,  and  invest  him  with  one  of  the  same 
sort,  on  the  part  of  this  government,  instead  of  that  which 
they  formerly  described  to  him."  And  it  appears  highly 
probable,  that  the  instruments  which  accorapanietl  the  said 
robes  of  investiture,  were  made  in  a  manner  conformable  to. 
the  orders  and  dtrectiona  of  the  boardj  and  the  conditions  by 
them  agreed  to ;  as  the  Rajah,  who  complained  of  the  insuf- 
ficiency of  the  robes,  did  make  no  complaint  of  the  insuffi- 
ciency of  the  instruments,  or  of  any  deviation  in  them  from 
those  he  had  formerly  received  from  the  vizier.  But  a  copy 
or  duplicate  of  the  said  deeds,  or  instritments,  was  in  some 
manner  surreptitiously  disposed  of,  and  withheld  from  the  re- 
cords of  the  Company,  and  never  teas  transmitted  to  the  court 
of  directors. 

XIV. 

That  several  months  after  the  said  aett.lement  and  investi- 
ture, namely,  on  the  15th  of  AprD,  1776,  the  secretary  in- 
formed the  court,  that  he  had  prepared  a  sannud,  cabbolut, 
and  pottah  (that  is,  a  patent,  an  agi'cement,  and  a  rent-roll) 
for  Cheit  Sing's  zemindary ;  and  the  board  ordered  the  same 
to  be  executed.     But  the  resident,  on  receiving  the  same, 
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did  tranBinit  the  several  objections  made  by  tbe 
thereto,  and  particulaj-ly  to  a  clause  in  the  patent,  m 
direct  cuntradiction  to  the  eugagenienta  ot  the  council  so 
solemnly  and  repeatedly  given ;  by  which  clanse  the  fonner 
patents  are  declared  to  be  null.  That  on  the  representation 
aforesaid,  on  the  29tli  July,  the  secretary  was  ordered  tQ^_ 
prepnre  new  and  proper  instmraents,  omitting  the  clause  di/^^ 
claring  the  former  patents  to  be  null,  and  the  said  new  patent^^ 
were  delivered  to  the  Eajah ;  and  the  others,  which  he  ob- 
jected to,  as  well  as  those  which  had  been  delivered  to  him 
originally,  were  returned  to  the  presiileiicy.  But  neither  the 
first  Bet  of  deeds,  nor  the  fraudtdeut  patent  aforesaid,  nor 
the  new  instTumcnts  made  out  on  the  complaint  of  the 
Eajah,  omitting  the  exceptionable  words,  have  been  inserted 
in  the  records,  although  it  was  the  pajtieidar  duty  of  the 
said  Warren  Hastings,  thiit  idl  transactions  with  the  country 
powers  shoidd  be  faithfidly  entered ;  as  well  as  to  talce  care, 
that  all  instruments  transmitted  to  them  on  the  faith  of  the 
Company  should  be  honestly,  candidly,  and  fairly  executed, 
according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  engage  " 
ments  entered  into  on  the  part  of  the  Company ;  giving 
the  s£iid  complicated,  artificial,  and  fraudulent  management 
as  well  as  by  his  said  omitting  to  record  the  said  mater 
document,  strong  reason  to  presnmc,  that  he  did  even  then 
meditate  to  miike  some  evil  use  of  the  deeds,  which  he  thus 
withheld  from  the  Company,  and  which  he  did  ni'terwarda  in 
n?ality  make,  when  he  found  means  and  opportunity  to  effect^ 
his  evil  purpose. 


ted, 
ageJH 

en^H 
;ri^H 


PAET  11. 
Designs  of  Mr.  Hastings  to  ruin  the  Rajah  of  Benares. 

I. 

That  the  tribute  transferred  to  the  Company  by  the  treat 
with  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  being  £250,000  a  year  sterling, 
and  upwm-ds,  Tvithout  any  deductions  whatsoever,  was  paid 
monthly  with  sucli  punctual  exactness,  as  had  no  parallel  iu 
the  Company's  dealings  with  any  of  the  native  princes,  ot 
with  any  subject  zemmdar,  being  the  only  one  who  never 
was  in  ajrears ;  and,  aceording  to  all  appearance,  a  perfect 
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harmoTij  did  prevail  between  the  supreme  council  at  Calcutta 
and  the  Rajah.  But  though  the  Eajah  of  Benares  furnished 
no  occasion  of  displeasure  to  the  board,  yet  it  since  npi)ear8, 
that  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  at  some  time  in  the  year 
1777,  conceive  displeasure  against  him.  In  that  year,  h^ 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  retracted  his  own  act  of  resigna- 
tion of  his  office,  made  to  the  court  of  directors  through  his 
agent  Mr.  Maclean  ;  and,  calling  in  the  aid  of  the  military  to 
support  him  in  his  autliority,  brought  the  divisions  of  the 
government,  according  to  his  own  expression,  "to  an  ex- 
tremity bordering  on  civil  violence."  This  extremity  he 
attributes,  in  a  narrative  by  hira  transmitted  to  the  court  of 
directors,  and  printed,  not  to  his  own  fraud  and  prevarica- 
tion, but  to  what  he  calls  "an  attempt  to  wrest  from  him 
his  authority  ;"  and  in  the  said  narrative  he  pretends,  that 
the  Kajah  of  Benares  had  deputed  an  ai:;cnt  with  an  express 
commission  to  his  opponent  Sir  John  Clavering. — This  fact, 
if  it  had  been  true,  (winch  is  not  proved,)  was  in  no  sort 
criminal  or  oflensive  to  the  Company's  government ;  but  was 
at  first  sight  nothing  more  than  a  proper  mark  of  duty  and 
respect  to  the  supposed  succession  of  office.  Nor  is  it  pos- 
sible to  conceive  in  what  manner  it  could  offend  the  said 
Hastings,  if  he  did  not  imagine,  that  the  express  commission, 
to  which  in  tlie  said  narrative  he  refers,  might  relate  to  the 
discovery  to  Sir  John  Clavering  of  some  practice,  which  he 
might  wish  to  conceal ;  the  said  Clavering;  whom  he  styles 
"his  opponent,"  having  been  engaged,  in  obedience  to  the 
Company's  express  orders,  in  the  discovery  of  sundry  pecula- 
tions, and  other  evil  practieea,  charged  npem  the  suid  Hast- 
ings. But  although,  at  the  time  of  the  said  pretended  de- 
putation, he  dissembled  his  resentment,  it  appears  to  have 
rankled  in  his  mind,  and  that  he  never  forgave  it,  of  what- 
ever nature  it  might  have  been  (the  same  never  having  been 
by  him  explained) ;  and  some  years  after,  he  recorded  it  in 
liis  justification  of  his  oppressive  conduct  towards  the  Rajah, 
■urging  the  same  with  great  virulence  and  asperity  as  a  proof 
or  presumption  of  his  the  said  Eajnh'a  disaliection  to  the 
Company's  government;  and,  by  his  subsequent  acts,  he 
■eems  from  the  first  to  have  resolved,  when  opportunity  should 
occur,  on  a  severe  revenge. 
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That  !iaving  obtained,  in  his  casting  Tote,  a  majority  in 
council  on  the  deatli  of  Sir  John  ClaverinD;^  and  Mr.  Monson, 
he  did  suddenly,  and  without  any  previous  general  communi- 
cation with  the  memhera  of  the  board,  by  a  minute  of  con- 
sultation of  the  9th  of  July,  1778,  make  an  extraordinary 
demand,  namely,  "  that  the  Rajah  of  Benares  shouH  consent 
to  the  eatablishnient  of  three  refi^iilar  battalions  of  sepoys,  to 
be  raised  and  maintained  at  his  own  expense;^'  and  the  said 
expense  was  estimated  at  between  fifty  and  sixty  thousand 
pounds  sterling. 

ni. 

That  the  said  requisition  did  suppose  the  consent  of  the 
Rajah,  the  very  word  being  inserted  in  the  body  of  his,  the 
said  Warren  Hastings's,  minute,  and  the  same  wiis  agreed  to, 
thouph  with  some  doubts  on  the  parts  of  two  of  his  colleagues, 
Mr.  Francis  and  Mr.  Wheler,  concerning  the  right  of  making 
the  same,  even  worded  as  it  was.  But  Sir.  Fi'aucis  and  Mr. 
Wilder  soon  after  finding,  that  the  Rajah  was  much  alarmed 
by  this  departure  from  the  treaty,  the  requisition  aforesaid 
was  atrenuoualy  opposed  by  them.  The  said  TlaBtinga  did, 
notwithstanding  this  opposition,  persevere,  and  by  his  cast- 
inf>  vote  alone  did  carry'  the  said  unjust  and  oppressive  de- 
mand. The  Rajah  submitted,  after  some  murmuring  and  re- 
luoustrauce,  to  pay  the  sum  required ;  but  on  the  express 
condition,  (as  has  been  frequently  asserted  by  him  to  the 
said  Warren  Haatinps  \\ithout  any  contradiction,)  that  the 
exaction  should  continue  bittfor  one  year^  and  should  not  be 
drawn  into  precedent.  He  also  requested,  that  the  extra- 
ordinary demand  should  be  paid  along  with  the  instalments 
of  his  monthly  tribute :  but  althoufi;h  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
ings did  not  so  much  as  pretend,  that  the  instant  payment 
was  at  all  necessary,  and  though  he  was  urged  by  his  before- 
mentioned  colleagues  to  moderate  his  proceedings,  he  did 
insist  upon  immediate  payment  of  the  whole ;  and  did  de- 
liver his  demand  in  proud  and  insulting  language,  wholly 
unfit  for  a  governor  of  a  civilised  nation  to  use  towards  emi- 
nent persona  in  alliance  with,  and  in  honourable  and  free 
dependence  upon,  its  government  j  and  did  support  the  Bama 
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with  arguments  full  of  imwarrantable  paasion,  and  with  re- 
ferencea  to  reports  affecting  merely  his  own  personal  power 
and  consideration,  which  reports  were  not  proved,  nor  at- 
tempted to  be  proved ;  and,  if  proved,  furnishing  reasons  in- 
guiBeient  for  hia  purpoae,  and  indecent  in  any  public  pro- 
ceedings. That  the  eaid  Haetinga  did  cause  the  said  Bums  of 
money  to  he  rigorously  exacted,  althougli  no  such  ren^lar 
battalions,  as  he  pretended  to  establish  as  a  colour  for  his 
demand  on  tlie  Itajah,  were  then  raised,  or  any  steps  taken 
towards  raising  them.  And  when  the  siiid  Eajah  pleaded 
hia  inability  to  pay  the  whole  sum  at  once,  he.tlie  said  Hast- 
ings, persevering  in  hia  said  outrageous  and  violent  demean- 
our, did  order  the  resident  to  wait  on  the  Eajali  forthwith, 
and  "  demand  of  him  in  person,  and  by  writing,  the  full  pay- 
ment in  species  to  be  made  to  him  within  five  days  of  such 
demand ;  and  to  declare  to  him,  in  the  name  of  tliia  govern- 
ment, that  his  evading  or  neglecting  to  accomplish  the  pay- 
ment thereof  -within  that  space  of  time  should  be  deemed 
equivalent  (o  an  absolute  refusal ;  and  in  case  of  non-compli- 
ance with  this  (the  resident's)  demand,  toe  perempforib/  en- 
join you  to  refrain  from  all  further  intercourse  toith  hirn;^' 
the  said  Hastings  appearing  by  all  hia  proceedings  to  be  dis- 
posed to  bring  on  a  quarrel  with  the  prince  of  Benares, 
rather  than  to  provide  money  for  any  public  service. 

IV. 

That  the  said  demand  was  complied  with,  and  the  whole 
thereof  paid  on  the  10th  of  October  that  year.  And  the 
said  Rajah  did  write  to  the  said  Hastiugs  a  letter,  in  order 
to  mitigate  and  molHfy  him,  declaring  to  the  said  Hastmgs, 
that  hia  sole  reliance  was  on  him,  "  and  that  in  every  instance 
he  depended  on  his  faith,  religion,  promises,  and  actions." 
But  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  as  if  the  being  reminded 
of  his  faith  and  promises  were  an  incentive  to  him  to  violate 
the  same,  although  he  had  agreed  that  his  demand  should 
not  be  dra\^'n  iuto  precedent,  and  the  payment  of  the  £50,000 
aforesaid  should  continue  ordy  for  one  year,  did,  the  very 
day  after  he  had  received  the  letter  aforesaid,  renew  a  de- 
mand of  the  same  nature,  and  on  the  very  same  pretence, 
this  year,  even  less  plausible  than  the  former,  of  three  bat- 
fcaliona  to  f>e  raised.  The  said  Rajah,  on  being  informed  of 
this  requisition,  did  remind  the  said  Warren  Hastings  *-^'-' 
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he  engaged  in  the  last  year,  that  liut  one  payment  sliould  be 
made,  and  tliat  he  shoiild  not  be  called  ujum  in  future:  and 

C leading  inability  to  discbarge  tbe  new  demand,  declaroti 
imself  in  the  following  words  to  the  said  Warreu  Jlastiug.s : 
— "I  am  therefore  hopeful  3-ou  will  be  kindly  pleased  to 
ercuae  me  the  five  lacks  now  demanded,  aud  that  nothing 
may  be  demanded  of  me  bejyud  the  amount  espressed  in  the 
pottab," 

V. 

That  on  the  day  after  tbe  receipt  of  this  letter,  that  is,  oa 
the  28th  of  August,  1779,  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
made  a  reply  to  the  said  letter;  and,  without  any  remark 
whatsoever  on  the  allegation  of  the  E-ajah,  stating  to  hiiu  bis 
engagement,  that  he,  the  said  Hajah,  should  not  be  c/iUed 
upon  in  future,  he  saya,  "  I  now  repeat  my  demand,  that  you 
do,  on  tbe  receipt  of  this,  without  evasion  or  delay,  pay  the 
five  lacks  of  rupees  into  the  bands  of  Mr.  Thomas  Graham, 
who  haa  orders  to  receive  it  from  you-,  and,  in  case  of  your 
refusal,  to  anmnion  the  two  battalions  of  sepoys  under  the 
command  of  Major  Gamac  to  Benares,  that  measures  may  be 
taken  to  oblige  you  to  a  compliance ;  and,  in  this  case,  tlie 
whole  expense  of  the  corp»,  from  the  time  of  its  march,  will 
fall  on  you." 

VI. 

That  the  said  Eajah  did  a  second  and  third  time  represent 
to  tbe  said  Warren  Hastings,  that  he  had  broke  bis  promise, 
and  tbe  said  Hastings  did  m  no  manner  deny  the  same ;  but 
did  in  contempt  thereof,  as  well  as  of  the  original  treaty  be- 
tween the  Company  and  the  Eajah,  order  two  battalions  of 
troops  to  march  into  his  territories,  and  in  a  numner  the 
most  harsh,  insulting,  and  despotic,  as  if  to  provoke  that 
prince  to  some  act  of  refiiatance,  did  compel  him  to  tbe  pay- 
ment of  the  said  second  unjust  demand;  and  did  extort  also 
the  sum  of  £2000,  on  pretence  of  the  charge  of  tbe  troops 
employed  to  coerce  him.  . 

VII. 

That  the  third  year,  that  ia  to  aay,  in  tbe  year  1780,  the 
same  demand  was,  with  the  same  menaces,  renewed ;  and 
did^  03  before,  produce  several  humble  remonstrances  aud 
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Hobmissive  complaints,  which  the  said  Hastings  did  always 
treat  as  crimes  and  offences  of  the  highest  order:  and 
althoxigh  in  the  reg\ilfir  subsidy  or  tribute,  •which  wa3 
monthly  payablf  hy  treaty,  fifty  days  of  grace  were  allowed 
on  each  payment,  and  after  the  expiration  of  the  said  fifty 
days  one  quarter  per  cent,  only  was  pro\aded  as  a  penalty, 
he,  the  said  "Warren  Hastings,  on  some  short  delay  of  pay- 
ment of  his  third  arbitrarv  and  illegal  demand,  did  presimie 
of  his  ovra  authority  to  impose  a  Cue  or  mulct  of  £10,000  on 
the  said  Kajah ;  and  thougli  it  does  not  appear  whether  or 
no  the  same  was  actually  leWed,  the  said  threat  was  soon 
after  followed  by  an  order  from  tlie  said  Hastings  for  the 
inarch  of  troops  into  the  country  of  Benares,  as  in  the  pre- 
ceding year. 

VIII. 

That  these  Tiolent  and  insulting  measures  failing  to  pro- 
voke the  Eajah,  and  he  having  paid  up  tiie  wliole  demand, 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  being  resolved  to  drive  him  to 
extremities,  did  make  on  the  said  Kajah  a  sudden  demand, 
over  and  above  the  ordinary  tribute  or  subsidy  of  £200,000 
per  annum,  and  over  and  above  the  £50,<X)0  extraordinary, 
to  provide  a  body  of  cavalry  for  the  service  of  the  Bengal 
government. 

IX. 

The  demand,  as  expressed  in  the  minute  of  consultation, 
and  in  tlie  public  instructions  of  the  board  to  the  resident 
to  make  the  requisition,  is  "  for  such  part  of  the  cavalry  en- 
tertained in  liis  service  aa  he  can  spare;"  and  the  demand 
is  in  this,  and  iu  no  other,  manner  described  by  the  govern- 
or-general and  council,  ia  their  letter  to  the  court  of  di- 
rectors. But  in  a  narrative  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings's, 
addressed  to  Edward  Wlieler,  Esquire,  it  appeara  that  upon 
the  Eajah'a  making  dillicultics  according  to  the  represent- 
ation of  the  said  Hastings,  relative  to  the  said  requisition, 
the  correspondence  concerning  which  the  said  Hastings  hath 
Irauduk-ntly  suppressed,  he,  the  said  Hastings,  instead  of  ad- 
hering to  the  requisition  of  such  cavalry  as  the  Rajah  could 
spare,  and  which  was  all  that  by  the  order  of  council  he 
was  authorized  to  make,  did,  of  hi&  own  private  and  arbitrary 
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authority,  in  Bome  letter,  wTiicH  he  hath  suppressed,  insiract 
the  resident  Marldiam  to  make  a  peremptory  demand  for  2000 
cavalry,  which  he  well  kiiewr  to  be  more  than  the  Rajah'a 
finances  could  support,  eatimatiug  the  provision  for  the  same 
at  £90,000  a  year  at  the  lowest,  though  the  eipense  of  the 
same  would  probably  have  been  much  more :  which  estra- 
vagaut  demand  the  said  Hastings  could  only  have  made  in 
hopes  of  provoking  tho  Rujah  to  some  imprudent  measure, 
or  passionate  remonstrance.  And  this  arbitrary  demand  of 
cavalry  was  made,  and  peremptorily  insisted  on,  although  in 
the  original  treaty  with  the  said  Rajah  it  was  left  entirely 
optionsd  whether  or  not  lie  should  keep  up  any  cavalry  at 
all ;  and  in  the  minute  of  consultation  it  was  expressly  men- 
tioned to  be  thus  optional  ;  aud  that  for  whatsoever  cavalry 
he  the  said  Eajah  should  furnish,  he  should  be  paid  fifteen 
rupees  per  month  for  each  private,  and  so  in  proportion  for 
ofiicers ;  yet  the  demaud  aforesaid  was  made  without  any 
order  whatsoever  of  pro^'idlng  the  said  payment  according 
to  treaty. 


That  the  said  Hastings  did  soon  after,  hut  upon  what 
grounds  does  not  appear  by  any  minute  of  council,  or  from 
any  correspondence  contained  in  his  narrative,  reduce  the 
demand  to  fifteen  hundred,  and  afterwards  to  one  thousand ; 
by  which  he  showed  himself  to  be  sensible  of  the  extrava- 
gance of  hia  first  requisition.  , 

XI.  ^ 

That  in  consequence  of  these  requisitions,  as  he  asserts  in 
his  narrative  aforesaid,  the  Eajah  "  did  offer  two  hundred 
and  fifty  horse,  but  sent  none."  But  the  said  Hastings  doth 
not  accompany  his  said  narrative  witli  any  voucher  or  docu- 
Qient  whatever;  and  therefore  the  account  given  by  the 
Eajah,  aud  delivered  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings  hiraself^ 
inserted  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  himself  in  his  narra- 
tive, and  in  no  part  thereof  attempted  to  be  impeached^  is 
more  worthy  of  credit ;  that  is  to  say, 

"  With  respect  to  the  horse,  you  desired  me  in  your  letter 
to  inform  you  of  what  number  I  could  aiford  to  station  with 
you.     I  sent  you  a  particular  account  of  all,  that  were  in 
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my  service,  amouuting  to  one  thousand  three  himdred  home, 
of  which  several  were  stationed  at  distant  places ;  but  I  re- 
ceived no  answer  to  this.  Mr.  Markhnm  dflivercd  me  an 
order  to  prepare  a  thousand  horae.  In  eonipliauce  with 
your  wishes,  I  collected  five  hundred  horse,  and  a  substitute 
for  the  remainder,  five  hundred  Burkuudasses,  [matchlock 
men,]  of  vrhich  I  sent  you  information;  and  I  told  Mr. 
Markham,  tliat  they  were  ready  to  go  to  whatever  place  tliey 
should  be  sent.  No  answer,  however,  came  from  you  on  this 
head,  aud  I  remained  astonished  at  the  cause  of  it.     Ke- 

{>eatedly  I  aaked  Mr.  Markham  about  an  answer  to  my 
etter  about  the  horse  ;  but  he  told  me,  that  he  did  not 
know  the  reason  of  no  answer  having  been  sent.  I  remained 
astonished." 

XII. 

Tliat  the  said  Hastings  ia  guilty  of  a  high  offence  in  not 
giving  an  answer  to  letters  of  such  importance,  and  in  con- 
cealing the  said  letters  from  the  court  of  directors,  as  well  as 
'       much  of  his  correspondence  with  the  residents  ;    and  more 
particularly  in  not  directing  to  what  place  the  cavalry  and 
matchlock  men  aforesaid  should  be  sent,  when  the  Eajah  had 
I       declared  they  were  ready  to  go  to  whatever  service  should  be 
I       destined  for  them,  and  afterwards  in  maliciously  accusing 
the  Eajah  for  not  ha\'ing  sent  the  same. 

I    I 
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That,  on  the  3rd  of  February,  1781,  a  new  demand  for  the 
'support  of  the  three  Ectitious  battalions  of  sepoys  aforesaid 
■was  made  by  the  said  Warren  Ilastiuga :  but,  whilst  the 
Bajah  was  paying  by  instalments  the  said  arbitrary  demand, 
the  said  Rajah  was  alarmed  with  some  intelligence  of  secret 
projects  on  foot  for  his  ruin  ;  and  being  well  apprized  of  the 
malicious  and  revengeful  temper  of  the  said  Hastings,  in  or- 
der to  pacify  him,  if  possible,  offered  to  redeem^  himself  by  a 
large  ransom,  to  the  amount  of  two  hundred  thousand  pounds 
sterling,  to  be  paid  for  the  use  of  the  Company.  And  it  ap- 
pears, that  the  said  alarm  was  far  from  groundless  ;  for 
Major  Palmer,  one  of  the  secret  aud  confidential  agents  of 
the  said  Hastings,  hath  sworn,  on  the  4th  of  December,  1781, 
at  the  desire  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  before  Sir  EUjah 


Impey,  to  the  following  effect :  that  is  to  say,  "  that  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  Bad  told  him,  tlie  said  Pultner,  that  he.  the 
said  Hastings,  had  rejected  tliD  offer  of  two  huudred  thou* 
Band  pounds  made  by  the  Kajah  of  Benares  for  the  public 
service  ;  and  that  he  was  resolved  to  convert  the  faults  com- 
mitted hi/  the  Rajah  into  a  pnhUc  benefit,  and  would  exact 
the  snm  of  £5CKJ,0<X)  as  a  pntiiKluiiL'tit  for  his  breacli  of  eu- 
gagements  with  the  governiiieut  of  Bengal,  and  acts  of  mis- 
conduct in  his  zemiiidary;  and,  if  the  Eajah  should  abso- 
lutely refuse  the  deiiiatid,  that  he  would  deprive  him  of  hia 
lemindary,  or  transfer  the  sovereignty  thereof  to  the  Nabob 
of  Oude." 

XIV. 

And  Mr.  Anderson,  in  his  declaration  from  Scindia'a 
camp,  of  the  4th  of  January,  17^2,  did  also,  at  the  deairo 
of  Mr.  Hastings,  depose  (though  not  on  oath)  concerning  a 
conversation  between  liim  and  tlve  said  Hastings  (but  men- 
tioning neither  the  time  nor  place  where  the  same  was  held)  ; 
in  which  conversation,  after  reciting  the  allegations  of  the 
said  Hastings  relutive  to  several  particulnrs  of  the  delay  and 
backwardness  of  tlie  Eiyah  in  paying  the  aforesaid  extra  de- 
mand, and  his  resolution  to  exact  from  the  llajah  "  a  con- 
Biderable  snm  of  money  to  the  relief  of  the  Company's  exi- 
gencies," he  proceeds  in  the  following  words  :  "  that  if  he  (the 
llajah)  consented,  you  (the  said  Warren  Hastings)  were  de- 
sirous of  establishing  his  possessions  on  the  most  permanait 
and  eligible  footing;  but,  if  he  refused,  you  had  it  in  your 
power  to  raise  a  large  stim  for  the  Company  by  accepting  an 
offer,  which  had  been  made  for  his  districts  by  the  vizier.'* 
And  the  said  Anderson, in  the  declaration  aforesaid,  made  at 
the  request  of  the  said  Hastings,  and  addressed  to  him,  ex- 
preased  himself  as  follows :  "  that  you  told  nie  you  liad  com- 
municated our  des^i^na  to  Mr.  Wheler  (his  only  remaining 
coUeagtie)  ;  and  I  believe,  but  I  do  not  posiitively  recollect, 
you  6aid  he  concurred  in  them."  But  no  trace  of  anj--  such 
communication  or  concurrence  did,  at  the  time  referred  to, 
or  at  any  time  ever  after,  appear  on  the  consultations,  aa  it 
ought  to  have  done ;  and  the  said  Hastings  is  criminal  for 
having  omitted  to  enter  and  record  the  proceeding.  That 
the  aoid  Wheler  did  also  declare,  but  a  considerable  time 
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after  the  date  of  the  converaations  aforesaid,  that,  "on  the 
eve  of  the  governor-general's  departure,  the  said  Ilastings 
had  told  him,  that  the  Itajah's  ofl'eiices  (not  stating  what 
offences,  he  having  paid  up  all  the  demands,  ordinary  and 
extraordinary)  were  declared  to  require  early  pimishment ; 
and  aa  his  wealth  wa^  great,  and  the  Companr/s  exiyencie* 
pressing,  it  was  thought  a  measure  of  polit-y  and  justice  to 
exact  from  him  a  large  peeuuiary  mulct  ior  their  rehef.  The 
Bum,  to  which  the  governor  declared  his  resolution  to  extend 
the  fine,  was  forty  or  fifty  lacks ;  his  ability  to  pay  it  was 
stated  as  a  fact,  that  could  not  admit  of  a  doubt ;  and  the 
two  alternatives,  on  whicli  the  governor  declared  himself  to 
have  resolved,  were,  to  the  best  of  my  recollectiou,  either  a 
removal  from  his  zeniindary  entirely  ;  or,  hy  taking  immedi- 
ate possession  of  all  his  forts,  to  obtain  out  of  the  treasure 
deposited  in  tliem  the  above  sum  for  the  Company." 

XT. 

That,  in  the  declaration  of  the  said  Wheler,  tbe  time  of 
the  conversation  aforesaid  is  stated  to  be  on  the  eve  of  the 
governor's  departure,  and  then  said  to  be  confidential ;  nor  is 
it  said,  or  insinuated,  that  he  knew,  or  ever  heard  thereof,  at 
a  more  early  period,  though  it  appears  by  Major  Palmer's 
affidavit,  that  the  design  of  taking  not  four  or  five,  but  ab- 
solutely five  hundred  thousand  pounds  from  the  Kajnh,  was 
communicated  to  him  as  early  as  the  month  of  June.  And  it 
docs  not  appear  by  the  declarations  of  the  said  Wheler,  he 
did  ever  casually  or  officially  approve  of  the  measure ;  which 
long  concealment  and  late  communication,  time  not  being 
allowed  to  Ma  colleague  to  consider  the  nature  and  conse- 
quences of  sucli  a  project,  or  to  advise  any  precaution  con- 
cerning the  same,  is  a  high  misdemeanour, 

XVI. 

That  the  said  Hastings,  having  formed  n  resolution  to  ex- 
ecute one  of  tbe  three  violent  and  arbitrary  resolutions 
aforesaid,  namely,  to  sell  the  Company's  sovereignty  over 
Benares  to  the  Nabob  of  Oude  5  or  to  disposaesa  the  Eajah 
of  his  territories  ;  or  to  seize  upon  his  forts,  and  to  plunder 
them  of  the  treasure  therein  contained,  to  the  amount  of  four 
or  five  hundred  thoiisand  pounds,  did  reject  the  offer  of  two 
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hundred  thousand  pounds,  tendered  by  the  said  Rajah  for  Mb 
redemption  fi'om  the  injuriea,  which  he  had  discovered  that 
the  said  Kastinga  had  clandestinely  meditated  against  him, 
although  the  sum  aforesaid  would  have  beeu  a  considerable 
and  aeasonable  acquisition  at  that  time ;  the  said  Hastings 
being  determined,  at  a  critical  period,  to  risk  the  existence 
of  the  British  empire,  rather  thaa  fail  in  the  gratification  of 
his  revenge  against  tlie  said  Eajab. 


xvn. 


That  the  first  of  hia  three  instituted  projects,  namely,  tho 
depriving  the  Kajab  of  his  territoriea,  was  by  liimself  con^ 
sidered  as  a  measure  likely  to  be  productive  of  much,  odium 
M  the  British  goverameut ;  he  having  declared,  whatever 
opiniona  he  might  entertain  of  ita  justice,  "  that  it  would 
have  an  appearance  of  severity ;  and  might  furniab  grounds 
unfavourable  to  the  credit  of  our  government  and  to  his  own 
reputation,  from  tho  natural  influence  which  every  act  of 
rigour,  exercised  in  the  persona  of  men  in  elevated  situations, 
is  apt  to  impress  on  those,  who  are  too  remote  from  the 
scene  of  action  to  judge,  by  any  evidence  of  the  facta  them- 
eelvea,  of  their  motives  or  propriety."  And  the  second  at* 
tempt,  the  sum  of  money,  which  he  aimed  at  by  attacking 
the  fortresses  of  the  Rajah,  and  plundering  thera^  of  the  trea- 
sure supposed  to  be  there  secured,  besides  the  ob\nou3  un- 
certainty of  acquiring  what  was  thus  sought,  would  be  liable 
to  the  same  imputations  with  the  former.  And  with  regard 
to  the  third  project,  namely,  the  sale  of  the  Company's  sove- 
reignty to  tlie  Kahub  of  Oude,  and  hia  having  actually 
received  proposals  for  the  same,  it  waa  a  high  oflence  to  the 
Company,  as  presuming,  without  their  authority  or  consent, 
to  put  up  to  sale  their  sovereign  righta  ;  and  particularly 
to  put  them  up  to  salt3  to  that  very  person,  against  whom 
the  independence  of  the  said  province  had  been  decbired  by 
the  governor-general  and  council  to  be  necessary,  as  a  barrier 
for  the  security  of  the  other  provinceSj  in  case  of  a  future 

rupture  with  him.  It  waa  a  heinous  injury  to 
^^etter!'"^*^  the  aaid  Rajah  to  attempt  to  change  his  rehi'tion 

without  his  consent,  especially  on  account  of  the 
person,  to  whom  he  was  to  be  made  over  for  money,  by  rea- 
sou  of  the  known  emnity  subsisting  between  his  family  and 
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that  of  the  Nabob,  who  was  to  be  the  purchaser ;  and  it  was 
s  grievous  outrage  ou  tlie  lunoeeut  inUabitauts  of  the  zemin- 
dary  of  Benares,  to  propose  puttinip;  tliom  under  a  person  long 
before  described  by  bim&elf  to  tlie  court  of  directors,  "to 
want  the  qualities  of  the  head  and  heart  requisite  for  hig 
station;"  and  a  letter  fi-om  the  British  resident  at  Oude, 
trauamitted  to  the  said  court,  represeuta  him  "  to  have  wholly 
lost,  by  his  oppressions,  the  coiitidenee  and  affections  of 
bis  own  subjects :  "  and  whose  distresses,  and  the  known 
disorders  in  his  government,  he,  the  said  Hastiujjs,  did  at- 
tribute solely  to  his  own  bad  conduct  and  evil  character ; 
admitting  also  in  a  letter  written  to  Edward  Wheler,  Esq, 
and  transmitted  to  the  court  of  directors,  "  that  many  cir- 
cumstances did  favour  suspicion  of  his  (the  said  Nabob's) 
fidelity  to  the  English  interest,  the  Nabob  being  surrounded 
by  men  base  in  their  characters,  and  improvident  in  their 
understandings,  his  favourites,  and  his  companions  of  hia 
looser  hours.  These  had  every  cause  to  dresid  the  effect  o£ 
my  influence  on  theirs ;  and  both  these,  and  the  relations 
of  the  family,  whose  views  of  coiisequenco  and  power  were 
intercepted  oyour  participation  in  the  admiuistratiuu  of  his 
affiiirs,  entertained  a  uiortal  hatred  to  our  nation,  and  openly 
avowed  it."  And  the  aaid  Hastings  was  well  aware,  that  iu 
ease  the  Nabob,  by  him  described  iu  the  manner  aforesaid, 
on  making  such  piurchase,  should  continue  to  observe  the 
terms  of  bis  father's  original  covenants  and  engugementa 
with  the  Eajah,  and  should  pay  the  Company  the  only  tri- 
bute which  he  could  lawfully  exact  from  the  said  Kajah,  it 
was  impossible  that  he  could,  for  tlie  mere  naked  and  un- 
profitable rights  of  a  sovcreigoty  paramount,  afford  to  oflfer 
BO  great  a  sum  as  the  Bajah  did  offer  to  the  said  Hastings 
for  his  redemption  from  oppression.  Such  an  acquisition  to 
the  Nabob  (while  he  kept  his  faith)  could  not  possibly  be  of 
any  advantage  whatever  to  him ;  and  that  theretore,  if  a  great 
Bum  was  to  be  paid  by  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  it  must  be  for 
the  purpose  of  oppression ,  and  violation  of  public  faith,  to 
be  perpetrated  in  the  person  of  the  said  Nabob,  to  an  extent 
and  in  a  manner,  whleh  the  said  Ilaatinga  was  then  appre- 
hensive he  coxild  not  justify  to  the  court  of  directors,  aa  hii 
own  personal  act. 


TuAT  the  aaid  "Warren  Hastings,  being  resolved  on  the  ruin 
of  the  Eajah  ^foresaid,  as  a  pT^limiiiary  step  thereto,  did, 
against  the  expresa  ordera  of  the  eoiu-t  of  directors,  remove 
Francis  Fowke,  Eaquiro,  the  Company's  resident  at  the  city 
of  Benares,  without  any  complaint,  or  pretence  of  complaint, 
whatsoever,  but  merely  on  his  own  declaration,  that  he  must 
have,  aa  a  resident  at  Benares,  a  perBon  of  his  own  special 
and  personal  nomination  and  confidence,  and  not  a  man  of 
the  Conipsmy's  nomination ;  and  in  the  place  of  tlie  said 
Francis  Fowke,  thus  illef^ally  divested  of  his  office,  did  ap- 
point thereto  another  servant  of  the  Company  of  his  own 
choice. 

II. 

That  soon  after  he  had  removed  the  Company's  resident, 
he  prepared  for  a  jr)urney  to  the  Upper  Provinces,  and  par* 
ticularly  to  Beuarcs,  in  order  to  execute  the  wicked  and  per- 
fidious desigUB  hy  him  before  meditated  and  contrived  ;  and 
although  lie  did  communicate  hia  purpose  privately  to  such 
persona  as  he  thought  fit  to  iutrnat  therewith,  he  did  not 
enter  anything  on  the  consnltationa  to  that  purpose,  or  re* 
cord  tlie  priuciples,  real  or  pretended,  on  which  he  had  re- 
solved  to  act,  nor  did  ho  state  any  gvnlt  in  the  Eajah,  which 
he  intended  to  pnnisti,  or  charge  him,  the  said  Rajah,  with 
entertaining  any  hoetile  intentions,  the  eltects  of  which  were 
to  be  prevented  by  any  strong  measure ;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, he  did  industrioiisly  conceal  his  real  designs  from  the 
court  of  directors,  and  did  faliacionsly  enter  on  the  consult- 
ations a  minute,  declaratory  to  purposes  wholly  different 
therefrom,  and  which  supposed  nothing  more  than  an  arnica* 
ble  adjustment,  founded  on  the  treaties  between  the  Com- 
pany and  the  Kijah,  investing  himself  hy  his  said  minute 
with  *'  full  power  and  authority  to  form  suck  arrangements 
with  the  Rajah  of  Benares  for  the  belter  government  and 
management  of  hia  zemindary,  and  to  perform  such  acts  for 
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the  improTement  of  the  intereat,  whicU  the  Company  pos- 
seases  in  it,  as  he  shall  thiuk  Jit,  and  consonant  to  the  mutual 
engagements  subsisting  between  the  Company  and  the  Rajah :" 

nud  for  this  and  other  purposes  he  did  invest  hirasell'  with 
the  whoJe  power  of  the  council,  giving  to  himself  an  au- 
thority, as  if  his  acts  had  been  the  acts  of  the  council  itself; 
which,  though  a  power  of  a  dangerous,  unwarriintabk',  and 
illegal  extent,  yet  does  plainly  imply  the  following  limita, 
namely,  that  the  acts  done  should  be  arranged  with  the  Ra- 
jah, that  is,  with  his  consent ;  and,  secondly,  that  they  should 
be  consonant  to  the  actual  engagementH  between  the  parties ; 
and  nothing  appears  in  the  minute  conferring  the  said  power, 
which  did  express  or  imply  any  authority  for  depriving  the 
Bfyah  of  hija  government,  or  selliug  the  sovereignty  thereof 
to  hia  hereditary  enemy,  or  for  the  plunder  of  hia  jSbrt- 
treasures. 

III. 

That  the  said  "Warren  Hastings,  having  formed  the  plana 
aforesaid  for  the  ruin  of  the  Bajah,  did  sot  out  on  n  journey 
to  the  city  of  Benares,  with  a  great  train,  hut  with  a,  very 
small  force,  not  much  exceeding  six  companies  of  regular 
black  soldiers,  to  perpetrate  some  of  the  unjust  and  violent 
acta  by  him  meditated  and  resolved  on ;  and  the  said  Hastings 
was  met,  according  to  the  usage  of  distinguished  persons  in 
that  country,  by  the  Bajah  of  Benares  with  a  very  great  at- 
tendance, both  in  boats  and  on  shore,  which  attendance  he 
did  apparently  intend  aa  a  mark  of  honour  and  observance 
to  the  place  and  person  of  the  said  Hastings,  bat  which  the 
said  Hastings  did  afterwards  groundlessly  and  iiialiciously 
represent  as  an  indication  of  a  design  upon  his  life ;  and  the 
said  Bajah  came  into  the  pinnace,  in  which  the  said  Hastings 
was  carried,  and  in  a  lowly  and  euppliimt  manner,  alone,  and 
without  any  guard  or  attendance  whatsoever,  entreated  his 
favour ;  and  being  received  with  great  sternness  and  arro- 
gance, he  did  put  his  turban  in  the  lap  of  the  said  Hastings, 
therehy  signifying,  that  he  abandoned  his  life  and  fortune  to 
his  disposal,  and  then  departed-,  the  said  Hastings  not  ap- 

f»rehending,  nor  having  any  reason  to  apprehendj  any  Tio- 
euce  whatsoever  to  hia  person, 

VOL.   iV,  n 
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IV. 

That  the  said  Hastings,  in  the  utmoat  Becurity  and  fi«e» 
dom  from  apprehension,  did  pursue  hie  journey,  and  did 
arrive  at  the  city  of  Benarea  on  the  14th  of  August,  1781, 
some  hours  before  the  Rajah,  who  soon  after  Ms  arrival  in^^H 
tended  to  pay  him  a  visit  of  honour  and  respect  at  his  quari^l 
ters,  but  was  by  the  said  Haatinga  rudely  and  insolently 
forbid,  until  he  should  receive  hia  permiasion.  And  the  said 
Hastings,  although  he  had  previously  determined  on  the  ruin 
of  the  said  Eajah,  in  order  to  afford  some  colour  of  regularity 


and  justice  to  his  proeeedLugs,  did  on  the  day  after  huMH 
arrival,  that  is,  on  the  15  th  day  of  Augusi;,  1781,  send  to  th^| 
Eajah  a  charge  in  writing,  which,  though  informal  and  irre- 
gular, may  be  reduced  to  four  articles,  two  general,  and  two 
more  particular ;  the  first  of  the  general  being,  "  that  he  (thafl 
Eajah)  had,  by  the  means  of  hia  secret  agents,  endeavourecl^l 
to  excite  disorders  in  the  government,  on  which  he  depend- 
ed;"  the  second,  "  that  he  had  aaft'ered  the  daili/  perpetration 
of  robberie9  and  murders,  even  in  the  streets  of  Benares,  to 
the  great  and  public  scandal  of  the  Englifih  name.'* 


That  it  appears,  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings  is  guilty 
of  a  high  offence,  contrary  to  the  fundamental  principles  of 
justice,  in  the  said  mode  of  charging  misdemeanours  without 
any  specification  of  person,  or  place,  or  time,  or  act,  or  any 
offer  of  specification  of  proofs,  by  which  the  party  charged 
may  be  enabled  to  refute  the  same,  in  order  to  unjuistly  load 
his  reputation,  and  to  prejudice  him  with  regard  to  the  arti- 
cles more  clearly  specified. 

VI. 

That  the  two  specified  articles  relate  to  certain  delays 
the  first,  with  regard  to  the  payment  of  the  siuns  of  money 
unjustly  extorted  as  aforesaid;  and  the  second,  the  non- 
compliance with  a  requisition  of  cavalry ;  which  non-compli- 
ance the  said  Hastiags  (even  if  the  said  charges  had  been 
founded)  did  falsely,  and  in  contradiction  to  all  law,  afi&rm 
and  maintain  (in  his  accusation  against  the  Bajah,  and  ad- 
dressing himself  to  him)  "  to  amount  to  a  direct  charge  of 
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diaaffectioa  and  infidelity  to  the  government,  on  wMch  you 
depend."  And  further  proeeeded  as  follows:  "I  therefore 
judged  it  proper  to  state  them  (the  aiiid  charges)  thus  fullr 
to  you  in  writing,  and  to  reqtiire  your  answer ;  and  this  I 
expect  immediately."  That  the  aaid  Hastings,  stating  his 
pretended  facta  to  amount  to  a  charge  of  the  nature  (aa  he 
would  have  it  understood)  of  high  treason,  and  therefore  call- 
ing for  an  immediate  answer,  did  wilfully  act  against  the 
rules  of  natural  iuistice,  which  requirea,  that  a  convenient 
time  should  be  given  to  answer,  proportioned  to  the  great- 
ness of  the  offence  alleged,  and  the  heavy  penalties  which  at- 
tend it ;  and  when  he  did  arrogate  to  himself  a  right  both  to 
charge  and  to  judge  in  his  own  person,  ho  ought  to  have 
allowed  the  Hajah  full  opportunil^jr  for  conferring  with  his 
ministers,  hia  doctors  of  kw,  and  his  accountants,  on  the 
facts  charged,  and  on  the  criminality  inferred  in  the  said  ac- 
cusation of  disloyalty  and  disaffection,  or  offences  of  that 
quality. 

vn. 


That  the  said  Eajah.  did,  under  the  pressure  of  the  disad- 
vantages aforesaid,  deliver  in,  upon  the  very  evening  of  the 
day  of  the  charge,  a  fiill,  complete,  and  apeciflc  answer  to  the 
two  articles  therein  specified ;  and  did  allege,  and  offer  proof, 
that  the  whole  of  the  extraordinary  demands  of  the  said 
Hastings  had  been  actually  long  before  paid  and  discharged ; 
and  did  state  a  proper  defence  with  regard  to  the  cavalry, 
even  supposing  him  bound  (when  he  was  not  bound)  to  furn- 
ish any,  And  the  said  Kujah  did  make  a  direct  denial  of  the 
truth  of  the  two  general  articles,  and  did  explain  himself  on 
the  same  in  as  satisfactory  a  manner  and  as  fuUy  as  their 
nature  could  permit ;  offering  to  enter  into  immediate  trial 
of  the  points  in  issue  between  him  and  the  said  Hastings,  in 
the  remarkable  worda  following ;  "  My  enemies,  with  a  view 
to  my  ruin,  have  made  false  representations  to  you.  Now 
that,  happily  for  me,  you  have  yourself  arrived  at  this  place, 

Eou  will  be  able  to  ascertain  all  the  circumstances ;  first,  re- 
itive  to  the  horse ;  secondly,  to  my  people  going  to  Cal- 
cutta ;  and  thirdly,  the  dates  of  the  receipts  of  the  particular 
Bums  above  mentioned.  You  will  then  know  whether  I  have 
aiQiised  you  with  a  false  representation,  or  made  a  jist  report 

■  3 
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to  you."  And  in  the  said  answer  tbe  said  Bajah  complained, 
but  in  the  most  modest  terms,  of  an  injury  to  him  of  the 
most  daugeroua  and  criminal  nature  in  transaetiona  of  such 
moment,  namely,  his  not  receiving  any  answer  to  his  letter* 
and  petitions ;  and  concluded  in  the  following  words :  "  I 
have  never  swerved  in  the  emollest  degree  from  my  duty  to 
you.  It  remains  with  you  to  decide  on  aU  these  matters. 
I  am  in  every  case  your  slave.  What  ia  juat  I  have  repre- 
Bented  to  you.     May  your  prosperity  increase  I" 

VIII.  4 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  was  hound  by  the  essen- 
tial priaeipleB  of  natural  justice,  to  attend  to  the  claim  made 
by  the  liajah  to  a  fair  and  impartial  trial  and  inquiry  into 
the  matter  of  accusation  brought  against  him  by  the  said 
Hastings,  at  a  time  and  place,  which  furniahed  all  proper 
materials,  and  the  presence  of  all  neceasary  witncBsea  ;  but 
the  said  Hastings,  instead  of  instituting  the  said  inquiry,  and 
granting  trial,  did  receive  an  humble  request  for  justice  from 
a  great  prince,  as  a  fresh  offence,  ajid  as  a  personal  insult  to 
himself;  and  did  conceive  a  violent  passion  of  anger,  and  a 
strong  resentment  thereat,  declaring,  that  he  did  consider 
the  said  answer  aa  not  only  unsatisfactory  in  subatance,  but 
offensive  in  style.  "  This  answer  you  will  perceive  to  be  not 
only  unsatisfactory  in  substance,  but  offensive  in  style ;  and 
less  a  vindication  of  himaell^  than  a  recrimination  on  me. 
It  Bspreasea  no  concern  for  the  causes  of  complaint  cxintaiued 
in  my  letter,  or  desire  to  atone  for  them,  nor  the  amallest 
intention  to  pursue  a  different  line  of  conduct.  An  answer 
couched  nearly  in  terms  of  defiance  to  requisitions  of  so  seri- 
ous a  nature,  I  could  not  but  consider  as  a  strong  indication 
of  that  spirit  of  independency,  which  the  Bajah  has  for  some 
years  past  assumed,  and  of  which  indeed  I  had  early  observed 
other  manilest  symptoms,  both  before  and  from  the  instant 
of  my  arrival." — AVhich  representation  ia  altogether,  and  in 
all  parts  thereof,  groundless  and  injurious ;  as  the  substance 
of  the  answer  ia  a  justificaition  proper  to  be  pleaded,  and  the 
style,  if  in  anything  exceptionable,  it  is  in  its  extreme  hu- 
mility, resulting  rather  from  an  unmanly  and  abject  spirit, 
than  from  anything  of  an  offensive  liberty ;  but  being  received 
AS  disrespectful  by  the  said  KastingSj  it  abundantly  iudicatee 
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the  tyrannical  arrogance  of  the  said  Hastings,  and  the  de- 
pression into  which  the  natives  are  Bunk  under  the  British 
government. 


IX. 


W 


That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  pretending  to  have  been 
much  alarmed  at  the  offensive  language  of  the  said  Rajah'a 
defence,  and  at  certain  appearances  of  independency,  wliich 
he  had  ohserved,  not  only  on  former  occasions,  but  since  Ida 
arrival  at  Benares,  (where  he  had  been  but  little  more  than 
one  day,)  and  which  appearances  he  never  has  specified  in 
any  one  instance,  did  as&ert,  tbat  he  conceived  himself  indis- 
pensably obliged  to  adopt  some  deciaive  plan ;  and  without 
any  further  inquiry  or  consultation  (which  appears)  with  any 
person,  did  at  ten  o'clock  of  the  very  night  on  which  he  re- 
ceived the  before-mentioned  full  and  satisfactory,  as  well  as 
submissive,  answer,  send  an  order  to  the  British  resident 
(then  being  a  public  minister  representing  the  British  go- 
vernment at  the  court  of  the  said  Eajah,  and  as  such  bound 
by  the  law  of  nations  to  respect  the  prince,  at  whose  court 
he  was  resident,  and  not  to  attempt  anything  against  his 
person  or  state  ;  and  who  ought  not  therefore  to  have  been 
chosen  by  the  said  Hastings,  and  compelled  to  serve  in  that 
business)  that  he  should  on  the  neit  morning  arrest  the  said 
prince  in  his  palace,  and  keep  him  in  his  cnstody  until  fur- 
ther orders ;  which  said  order  being  conceived  in  the  most 
peremptory  terms,  the  Kajali  was  put  under  arrest,  with  a 
guard  of  about  thirty  orderly  sepoys,  with  their  swords  drawn ; 
and  the  particulars  thereof  were  reported  to  him  as  follows : 

"  Honourable  Sir, 

I  this  morning,  in  obedience  to  your  orders  of  last 
bight,  proceeded  with  a  few  of  my  orderlies,  accompanied  by 
Lieutenant  Stalker,  to  Showalla  &haut,  the  present  residence 
of  Bajah  Cheit  Sing,  and  acquainted  him  it  was  your  plea- 
sure he  should  consider  himself  in  arrest;  that  he  should 
order  his  people  to  behave  in  a  quiet  and  orderly  manner,  for 
that  any  attempt  to  rescue  him  would  be  attended  with  his 
own  destruction.  The  Rajah  submitted  quietly  to  the  arrest, 
and  assured  me,  that  whatever  were  your  orders,  he  was  ready 
implicitly  to  obey ;  he  hoped  that  you  would  aUow  him  a 
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gubsistence ;  but  aa  for  his  zemindary,  his  forts,  and  hit 
treasure,  he  was  ready  to  lay  them  at  your  feet,  UTid  hit  life  if 
required.  He  ciprcaeed  himself  much  hurt  at  the  ignominy, 
which  he  alBrraed  must  be  the  consequence  of  his  confine- 
ment ;  and  entreated  me  to  return  to  you  witli  the  foregoing 
BubmiBsion,  hoping  that  you  would  make  allowances  for  hia 
youth  and  inexperience,  and  in  consideration  of  his  father's 
name  release  him  from  hie  confinement,  as  soon  as  he  should 
prove  the  sincerity  of  his  oiFera,  and  himself  deserving  of 
your  companion  and  forgiveness."  ■ 


That  B  further  order  wae  given,  that  every  servant  of  the 
Eajoh  should  be  disarmed,  and  a  certain  number  only  left  to 
attend  him  under  a  strict  watch.  In  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
after  thia  conversation,  two  companiea  of  grenadier  sepoys 
were  sent  to  the  Eajah's  palace  by  the  said  Haetings  j  and 
the  Eajah,  being  dismayed  by  this  unexpected  and  unpro- 
voked treatment,  wrote  two  short  letters  or  petitions  to  the 
said  Hastings,  under  the  greatest  apparent  dejection  at  the 
outrage  and  dishonour  he  had  aufTered  in  the  eyes  of  hia  aub- 
jecta,  (aU  imprisonment  of  persona  of  rank  being  held  in  that 
country  as  a  mark  of  indelible  infamy ;  and  he  also,  in  all 
probability,  considering  his  imprisonment  aa  a  prelude  to  the 
taking  away  his  life,)  and  in  the  first  of  the  said  petitions  he 
did  express  himself  in  thia  manner :  *'  Whatever  may  be  your 
pleasure,  do  it  with  your  own  hands;  I  am  your  slave. 
Wliat  occasion  can  there  be  for  a  guard  ? "  And  in  the 
other,  '*  My  honour  was  bestowed  upon  me  by  your  Highness. 
It  depends  on  you  alone  to  take  away,  or  not  to  take  away, 
the  country  out  of  my  hands.  In  ease  my  honour  is  not  left 
to  me,  how  shall  I  be  equal  to  the  business  of  the  govern- 
ment ?  "Wlioever,  with  his  hands  in  a  supplicating  posture,  ia 
ready  with  his  life  and  property,  what  necessity  can  there  be 
for  him  to  be  dealt  with  in  thia  way  ?  "  j 

XI.  1 

That  according  to  the  said  Hastings's  narrative  of  thia 
transaction,  he,  the  said  Hastings,  on  accoimt  of  the  ap* 
parent  despondency,  in  which  these  lettera  were  written, 
"  thought  it  necessary  to  give  him  some  encouragement ; " 
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and  therefore  wrote  him  a  note  of  a  few  lines,  carelesaly  and 
haughtily  expressed,  and  little  calculated  tc  relieve  him  from 
his  uneasiness,  promising  to  send  to  him  a  person  to  eiplain 
particulars ;  and  desiring  him  "  to  set  his  mind  at  rest,  and 
not  to  conceive  any  terror  or  apprehension."  To  which  an 
answer  of  great  humility  and  dejection  was  received. 

XIL 

That  the  report  of  the  Eajah'a  arrest  did  cause  a  great 
alarm  in  the  city,  in  the  suburbs  of  which  the  Rajah's  palace 
is  situated,  and  in  the  adjacent  country.  The  people  were 
filled  with  dismay  and  anger,  at  the  outrage  and  indignity 
offered  to  a  prince,  under  whoso  government  they  enjoyed 
much  ease  and  happiness.  Under  these  circumstances  the 
Bajah  desired  leave  to  perform  his  ablutions ;  which  was 
reuiaed,  unless  he  sent  tor  water,  and  performed  that  cere- 
mony on  the  spot.  This  he  did.  And  soon  after  some  of 
the  people,  who  now  began  to  surround  the  palace  in  con- 
siderable numbers,  attempting  to  force  their  way  into  the 
palace,  a  British  officer,  commanding  the  guard  upon  the 
jSajah,  struck  one  of  them  with  his  sword.  The  people  grew 
more  and  more  irritated ;  but  a  message  being  sent  from  the 
£ajah  to  appease  them,  they  coatinued,  on  this  interposition, 
for  a  while  quiet.  Then  the  Eajah  retired  to  a  sort  of  stone 
pavilion,  or  bastion,  to  perform  his  devotions,  the  guard  of 
sepoya  attending  him  in  this  act  of  religion.  In  the  mean 
time,  a  person  of  the  meanest  station,  called  a  chubdar,  at 
best  answering  to  oiu"  common  beadle  or  tipstaflf,  was  sent 
with  a  message  (of  what  nature  does  not  appear)  from  Mr. 
Hastings,  or  the  resident,  to  the  prince  under  arrest ;  and 
this  base  person,  without  regard  to  the  rank  of  the  prisoner, 
or  to  his  then  occupation,  addressed  him  in  a  rude,  boisterous 
manner,  "  paasiouately  and  insultingly,"  (as  the  said  Eojah 
has  without  contradiction  asserted,)  "  and  reviling  him  with 
a  loud  voice,  gave  both  him  and  his  people  the  molest  abuse  :'* 
and  the  manner  and  matter  being  observable  and  audible  to 
the  multitude,  divided  only  by  an  open  stone  lattice  from 
the  scene  within,  a  firing  commenced  from  without  the 
palace;  on  which  the  Eajah  again  interposed,  and  did  what 
in  him  lay  to  suppress  the  tumult,  xmtil  an  English  officer 
striking  him  with  a  sword,  and  wounding  him  on  the  hand, 
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the  people  no  longer  kept  any  measurea,  but  broke  through 
the  enclosure  of  the  palace.  The  insolent  tipstaff  waa  firs^t 
cut  down,  and  the  multitude  falling  upon  the  sepoys  and  the 
English  officerSj  the  whole,  or  nearly  the  whole,  were  cut 
to  pieces ;  the  soldiers  having  been  ordered  to  that  service 
without  any  charges  for  their  pieces.  And  in  this  tumult 
the  Rajah,  being  justly  fearfid  of  falling  iuto  the  hands  of 
the  said  Hastinga,  did  make  hia  escape  over  the  walla  of  hia 
palace  by  means  of  a  rope,  formed  of  his  turban  tied  together, 
mto  a  boat  upon  the  river,  and  from  thence  into  a  place  of 
security ;  abaudoning  many  of  his  family  to  the  diacretioa 
of  the  said  Hastings,  who  did  cause  the  said  palace  to  be 
occupied  by  a  company  of  soldiera  after  the  flight  of  the 
iEajaa. 

XIII. 

That  the  Eajah,  as  soon  as  he  had  arrived  at  a  place  of 
refuge,  did,  on  the  very  day  of  hia  flight,  send  a  Buppliant 
letter  to  the  said  Hastings,  filled  with  eipressiona  oi  con- 
cern (affirmed  by  the  said  Hastings  to  be  slight  expressions) 
for  what  had  happened,  and  profeseions  (said  by  the  said 
Hastings  to  be  indefiaite  and  unapplied)  of  fldeHty :  but  the 
Baid  Warren  Hastings,  though  bound  by  his  duty  to  hear  the 
said  Bajah,  and  to  prevent  eitremitiea,  if  possible,  being 
filled  with  insolence  and  malice,  did  not  think  it  "  becoming 
of  him  to  make  any  reply  to  it ;  and  that  be  thought  he  or- 
dered the  bearer  of  the  letter  to  be  told,  that  it  required 
none." 

3IT.  i 

That,  this  letter  of  subausaion  having  been  received,  the 
Baid  Bajah,  not  discouraged  or  provoked  from  using  every 
attempt  towards  peace  and  reconcdiation,  did  again  apply, 
on  the  very  morning  following,  to  B-iehard  Johnson,  Esquire, 
for  hia  interposition,  but  to  no  purpose ;  and  did  likewise, 
with  as  little  effect,  send  a  message  to  CantA  Babfi,  native 
steward,  and  couiideutial  agent  of  the  said  Hastings,  which 
was  afterwardft  reduced  into  writing,  "  to  exculpate  himself 
from  any  concern  in  what  had  passed,  and  to  profess  hia 
obedience  to  his  will  (Hastings's)  in  whatever  way  he  should 
dictate."     But  the  said  Haetmga,  for  several  false  and  cou- 
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lictor 
taffe  of  tte 


reaaons 

opening. 


by  tim  aBsigned,  did  not  take  anj  advau- 
attribufcins  the  same  to  artifice,  in 


order  to  gain  time  ;  but  instead  of  accepting  the  said  sub- 
nuBsions,  he  did  resolve  upon  fliglit  from  the  city  of  Beuaree, 
'  did  suddenly  fly  therefrom  in  great  coniiision. 


i__md  d 

Till 


XV. 


Tliat  the  said  Hastings  did  persevere  in  his  resolutions 
not  to  listen  to  any  submiaaion  or  offer  of  accommodatloa 
whatsoever,  though  several  were  afterwards  made  through 
almost  every  person,  who  might  be  supposed  to  have  influ- 
ence with  him,  but  did  cause  the  Eajan's  troops  to  be  at- 
tacked and  fallen  upon,  though  they  onlv  acted  on  the  defen- 
sive, (as  the  Rajah  has  without  eoutradiction  asserted,)  and 
thereby,  and  by  his  preceding  refusal  of  propositions  of  the 
same  nature,  and  by  other  his  perfidious,  unjust,  and  tyran- 
nical acta  by  him  perpetrated  and  done,  and  bv  his  total 
improvidence  in  not  taking  any  one  rational  security  whatso- 
ever against  the  inevitable  consequeucea  of  those  acts,  did 
make  himself  guilty  of  all  the  mutual  slaughter  and  devasta- 
tion, which  ensued,  ae  well  as,  in  bis  opinion,  of  the  imminent 
danger  of  the  total  subversion  of  the  British  power  in  India, 
by  the  risk  of  his  own  person,  which  he  asserts,  that  it  did 
run ;  aa  also,  "  that  it  ought  not  to  be  thouglit,  that  he  at- 
tributed too  much  consecjuence  to  his,  personal  safety,  when 
he  supported  the  fate  of  the  British  empire  in  India  connected 
vith  it;  and  that,  mean  as  its  substaneo  may  be,  its  acci- 
dental qualities  were  equivalent  to  those,  which,  like  tho 
characters  of  a  talisman  in  the  Arabian  mythology,  formed 
the  essence  of  the  state  itself,  representation,  title,  and  the 
estimate  of  the  public  opinion.  That  had  he  fallen,  such  a 
Btroke  would  be  universally  considered  aa  decisive  of  tho  na- 
tional fate.  Ever)"^  state  round  it  would  have  started  into 
arms  against  it ;  and  eveiy  subject  of  its  own  dominion  would, 
according  to  their  several  aAiiities,  have  become  its  enemy," 
And  that  he  knew,  and  baa  declared,  that,  though  tho  said 
stroke  was  not  struck,  great  convulsions  did  actually  ensue 
from  his  proceedings.  "  That  half  tho  province  of  Oude  was 
in  a  state  of  as  complete  rebellion  aa  that  of  Benares ;"  and 
that  invasions,  tumults,  and  insurrections  were  occasioned 
thereby  in  various  other  parts. 
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XVI. 

That  the  said  Warren  UaBtings,  after  he  hod  collected  hii 
forcea  fi^m  all  parts,  did,  with  fittie  difficulty  or  bloodshed, 
subsequent  to  that  time,  on  the  part  of  hia  troops,  and  in  a 
few  days,  entirely  reduce  the  said  province  of  Benares  ;  and 
did,  after  the  said  short  and  little-reaisted  hostility,  in  cold 
blood,  is8ue  an  order  for  burning  a  certain  town,  in  which 
he  accused  the  people  at  large  of  having  killed,  "  upon  what 
provocation  he  knows  not,"  certain  wounded  sepoya,  who 
were  prisonera ;  which  order,  belDg  generalltf  given,  when  it 
was  his  duty  to  have  made  some  inquiry  concerning  the  par- 
ticular ofibaders,  but  which  he  did  never  make,  or  cause  to 
be  made,  was  cruel,  inhuman,  and  tended  to  the  destructioa 
of  the  revenues  of  the  Company ;  and  that  this,  and  other 
acta  of  devastation,  did  cause  the  loaa  of  two  months  of  the 
collections. 

STIL 

That  the  said  "Warren  Hastings  did  not  only  refiiae  thej 
BubmiBaioiia  of  the  said  Eajah,  which  were  frequently  r©»i 
peated  through  various  persona  after  he  had  lett  Benarea, 
and  even  after  the  defeat  of  certain  of  the  Company's  foroea, 
but  did  proscribe  and  eicept  him  from  the  pardons,  which 
he  issued,  after  he  had  satisfied  his  vengeance  on  the  pro- 
vince of  Benares. 


XVIII. 


That  the  said  "Warren  Haatinga  did  send  to  a  certun 
castle,  called  Bidgigur,  the  residence  of  a  person  of  high 
rank,  called  Pannah,  the  mother  of  the  Eajab  of  Benares, 
with  whom  hia  wife,  a  woman  described  by  the  said  Hast- 
ings "  to  be  of  an  amiable  character,"  and  all  the  other 
women  of  the  Sajah'a  family,  and  the  survivors  of  the  family 
of  his  father  Bulwant  Sing,  did  then  reside,  a  body  of  troops 
to  dispossess  them  of  her  said  residence,  and  to  seize  upon 
her  money  and  effects,  although  she  did  not  stand,  even  by 
himself,  accused  of  any  offence  whatsoever ;  pretending,  but 
not  proving,  and  not  attempting  to  prove,  then  nor  since, 
that  the  treasures  therein  contained  were  the  property  of 
the  Bajah,  and  not  her  own ;  and  did,  in  order  to  stimulata 
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the  British  soldiery  to  rapine  and  outrage,  isBue  to  them 
eeveral  barharous  orders,  contrary  to  the  practice  of  civilized 
nations,  relative  to  their  property,  moveahle  and  immoveable, 
attended  with  unworthy  and  utibecoming  menaces,  liighly 
offensive  to  the  manners  of  the  Ea?t,  and  the  particular  re- 
spect there  paid  to  the  female  sei ;  which  letters  and  orders, 
as  well  aa  the  letters  which  he  had  received  fi:om  the  ofEcera 
concerned,  the  said  Hastings  did  unlawfully  suppreea,  until 
forced  by  the  disputes  between  him  and  the  said  officers  to 
discoTer  the  same  -,  and  the  said  orders  are  as  follow : 

"  I  am  this  instant  iavoured  with  yours  of  yesterday.  Mine 
of  the  same  date  {22nd  October,  1781)  has  before  this  time 
acquainted  you  with  my  resolutions  and  sentiments  respect- 
mg  the  Eannee  (the  mother  of  the  Rajah  Chevt  Sing);  1  think 
every  demand  she  has  made  to  you,  except  that  of  safety  and 
respect  for  her  person,  is  unreasonable.  If  the  reports 
brought  to  me  are  true,  pour  rejectivg  her  off'erty  or  antf  ne- 
ffoliations  with  her,  woiJd  soon  obtain  you  possession  of  the 
fort  upon  your  own  terms.  I  apprehend,  that  she  will  con- 
trive to  defraud  the  captors  of  a  considerable  part  of  the 
booty  by  bemg  suffered  to  retire  tpithont  examination.  But 
this  is  your  consideration,  and  not  mine.  I  should  be  very 
torry,  that  your  officers  and  soldiers  lost  ANY  PAR  T  of  the 
reward,  to  which  they  are  so  well  ejititlcd;  but  I  cannot  make 
any  objection,  as  you  must  be  the  beat  judge  of  the  expedi- 
ency of  the  promised  indulgence  to  the  Kiuuiee.  What  you 
have  engaged  for  1  will  certainly  ratify  ;  but  as  to  permitting 
the  Eannee  to  hold  the  purgunnah  of  Hurluk,  or  any  other 
in  the  zemindary,  without  being  subject  to  the  authority  of 
the  zemindar,  or  any  lands  whatever,  or  indeed  making  any 
conditions  with  her  for  a  provision,  I  icill  never  consent  to  it." 
And  in  another  letter  to  the  same  person,  dated  Benares,  3rd 
cf  November,  1781,  in  which  he  the  said  Hatitinga  consents, 
that  the  said  woman  of  distinction  should  he  allowed  to 
evacuate  the  place,  and  to  receive  protection,  he  did  express 
himself  aa  follows :  "  I  am  willing  to  grant  her  now  the  same 
conditions,  to  which  I  at  first  consented ;  provided,  that  she 
delivers  into  your  possession,  within  twenty-four  hours  fipom 
the  time  of  receiving  your  message,  the  fort  of  Bidzigurr, 
with  the  treasure  and  eifects  lodged  therein  by  Cheyt  Sing, 
or  any  of  his  adherents,  with  the  reserve  only,  as  above  meo- 
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tioned,  of  sucli  articles  as  you  shall  think  necessary  < 
and  condition,  or  aa  you  sliall  be  disposed  of  yourself  to  in- 
dulae  fter  with.  If  she  complies,  aa  1  expect  she  will,  it  will 
be  your  part  to  secure  the  fort,  and  the  property  it  contains, 
for  the  benefit  of  yourself  and  detachment.  I  have  only  fui^ 
tlier  to  request,  that  you  will  grant  an  escort,  if  Fauna  snould 
require  it,  to  conduct  her  here,  or  wherever  she  may  cbooae 
to  retire  to.  But  should  she  refuse  to  execute  the  promise 
she  haH  made,  or  delay  it  beyond  the  term  of  24  Aottrs,  it  is 
my  positive  iuj unction,  that  you  immediately  put  a  stop  to 
any  further  intercourse  or  negotiation  with  her,  and  on  no 
pretext  renew  it.  If  she  disappoints,  or  trifles  with,  me, 
after  I  have  subjected  my  duan  to  the  disgraee  of  retuniing 
ineffectually,  and  of  course  myself  to  discredit,  I  shall  consi- 
der it  as  a  vsanton  affront  and  indignity,  which  I  can  never 
forgive,  nor  will  I  grant  her  any  conditions  whatever,  but 
leave  her  exposed  to  those  dangers,  which  she  has  chosen  to 
risk,  rather  tbm  trust  t«  the  clemency  and  generosity  of 
our  government,  I  think  she  cannot  be  ignorant  of  these  con' 
ttquences,  and  will  not  venture  to  incur  them ;  and  it  is  for 
this  reason  I  place  a  dependence  on  her  oflers,  and  have  con- 
sented to  send,  my  duan  to  her." 

XIX.  fl 

That  the  castle  aforesaid  beiag  surrendered  upon  terms  oi^ 
Bufety,  and  on  express  condition  of  not  attempting  to  search 
their  persons,  the  woman  of  rank  aforesaid,  her  female  rela- 
tions and  female  dependents,  to  the  number  of  three  hundred, 
besides  children,  evacuated  the  said  castle ;  but  the  spirit  of 
rapacity  being  excited  by  the  letters  and  other  proceedings 
of  the  said  Hastings,  the  capitulation  was  ahamcfully  and 
outrageously  broken ;  and  in  despite  of  the  endeavours  of 
the  eommandiag  officer,  the  said  woman  of  high  condition, 
and  her  female  dependents,  friends,  and  sen^ants,  were  plun- 
dered of  the  effects  they  carried  with  them,  and  which  were 
resert'ed  to  them  in  the  capitulation  of  their  fortress,  and  in 
their  persons  were  otherwise  rudely  and  inhumanly  dealt 
with  by  the  licentious  followers  of  the  camp ;  for  which  out- 
rages, represented  to  the  said  Hastings  with  great  concern  by 
the  commanding  officer,  Major  Popham,  he,  the  said  Hast- 
inga,  did  afterwards  recommend  a  kte  and  fi'uitlosa  redress. 
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XX. 

That  the  govemor-general,  Warren  Haatings,  in  exciting 
the  hopes  oi  the  military  by  declaring  them  well  entitled  to 
the  plunder  of  the  fortreas  aforesaid,  the  residence  of  the 
mother  and  other  women  of  the  Itajah  of  Benares,  and  hy 
wishing  the  troopa  to  secure  the  same  for  their  own  benefit, 
did  advise  and  Sbct  in  direct  contradiction  to  the  orders  of 
the  court  of  directors,  and  to  hia  own  opinion  of  his  public 
duty,  aa  well  as  to  the  truth  and  realiW  thereof;  he  having 
eome  yeais  before  entered  in  writing  the  declaration,  which 
follows.  "  The  very  idea  of  prize-money  auggeats  to  my 
remembrance  the  former  disorders  which  arose  in  our  army 
from  this  source,  and  had  almost  proved  fatal  to  it.  Of  this 
circumstance  you  muat  he  sufficiently  apprized,  and  of  the 
necessity  for  diacoura^ng  every  espectation  of  this  kind 
amongst  the  troops — it  is  to  be  avoided  like  poison.  The  bad 
effects  of  a  similar  measure  were  but  too  plainly  felt  in  a 
former  period,  and  our  honourable  masters  did  not  fail  on 
that  occasion  to  reprobate  with  their  censure,  in  the  most 
severe  terms,  a  practice,  which  they  i-egarded  as  the  souroe 
of  infinite  evils ;  and  which,  if  established,  would  in  their 
judgment  necessarily  bring  corTuption  and  niin  on  their 
army." 

XXI. 


That  tho  said  Hastings,  after  he  had  given  the  licence 
aforesaid,  and  that  in  consequence  thereof  the  booty  found 
in  the  castle,  to  the  amount  of  23,27,813  current  rupees,  was 
distributed  among  the  soldiers  employed  in  its  reduction, 
the  said  Hastings  did  retract  hia  declaration  of  right,  and 
his  permission  to  the  soldiers  to  appropriate  to  themselves 
the  plunder,  and  endeavoured,  by  various  devices  and  arti- 
fices, to  explain  the  same  away,  and  to  recover  the  spoil 
aforesaid  for  the  use  of  the  Company ;  and  wholly  failing  in 
his  attempts  to  resume  by  a  breach  oi"  faith  with  the  soldiers, 
what  he  had  unlawfully  disposed  of  bjr  a  breach  of  duty  to 
his  constituents,  he  attempted  to  obtain  the  same  as  a  loan, 
BX  which  attempt  he  also  failed;  and  the  aforesaid  money 
being  the  only  part  of  the  treasures  belonging  to  the  Rajah, 
or  any  of  his  fkiuily,  that  had  been  foiind,  he  was  altogether 
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fruatrated  in  the  acquisitioa  of  every  part  of  that  dishonour- 
able object,  which  alone  he  pretended  to,  and  pursued 
through  a  long  series  of  acta  of  injustice,  inhumanity,  oppres- 
fiion,  violence,  and  bloodahed,  at  the  hazard  of  hia  person 
and  reputation,  and,  m  his  own  opinion,  at  the  risk  of  the 
total  a ub version  of  the  British  empire.  ^_ 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  after  the  commission  of 
the  offences  aforesaid,  being  well  aware,  that  he  should  be 
called  to  an  account  for  the  same,  did,  by  the  evil  counsel 
and  agency  of  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  knight,  his  Majesty's  chief 
juatice,  who  was  then  out  of  the  limita  of  hia  jurisdiction, 
cause  to  be  taken  at  Benarea,  before,  or  by  the  said  Sir  Elijah 
Impey,  and  through  the  intervention,  not  of  the  Company's 
interpreter,  but  of  a  certain  private  interpreter  of  his  the 
said  Hastinga'a  own  appointment,  and  a  dependent  on  him, 
called  Major  Davy,  several  declarations  and  depositions  hy^M 
uativea  of  Hindostan  -,  and  did  also  cause  to  be  taken  before^l 
the  said  Sir  Elijah  Impey  several  attestations  in  Enghah, 
made  by  British  subjects,  and  which  were  afterwards  trans> 
mitted  to  Calcutta,  and  laid  before  the  council-general ;  some 
of  which  depositions  were  upon  oath,  aome  upon  honour,  and 
others  neither  upon  oath  nor  hommr,  but  all  or  most  of  which 
were  of  an  irregialar  and  irrelevant  nature,  and  not  fit  or  de- 
cent to  be  taken  by  a  British  magistrate,  or  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  a  Britiah  government.  ^^ 

zxni.  4 

That  one  of  the  said  attestationa  (but  not  on  oath)  was 
made  by  a  principal  miuister  of  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  to  whom 
the  said  Hastings  had  some  time  before  proposed  to  aeU  the 
aovereignty  of  that  very  territory  of  Benarea ;  and  that  one 
other  attcatatdon  (not  upon  oath)  waa  made  by  a  native 
woman  of  distinction,  whose  son  he,  the  said  Hastinga,  did 
actually  promote  to  the  government  of  Benares,  vacated  by 
the  unjuat  eipulaion  of  the  Hajah  aforesaid,  and  who  in  her 
deposition  did  declare,  that  she  considered  the  expelled 
Hajah  as  her  enemy ;  and  that  he  never  did  confer  with  her, 
or  suffer  her  to  be  acquainted  with  any  of  his  deaigns. 
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That  besides  the  depositions  of  persons  interested  in  the 
ruin  of  tte  Rajab,  others  were  made  by  peTsona,  who  then 
received  pensioiifl  from  Mm  the  said  Hastings ;  and  several 
of  the  aindavita  were  made  by  persons  of  mean  condition, 
and  80  vrholly  iihterate  as  not  to  be  able  to  write  tbeix 
names. 

XXT. 

That  he,  the  said  Hastings,  did  also  cause  to  be  eiamined 
by  various  proofs  and  essays,  the  result  of  "which  waa  de- 
livered in  upon  honour,  the  quality  of  certain  military  stores 
taken  by  the  British  troops  from  the  said  Hajah  of  Bcinares ; 
and  upon  the  report,  that  the  same  were  of  a  good  (quality, 
and  executed  by  persons  conversant  in  the  making  of  good 
military  storesj  although  the  cannon  was  stated  by  the  same 
authority  to  be  bad,  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  from  the 
report  foresaid,  did  maliciously,  and  contrary  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  natural  and  legal  reason,  infer,  that  the  insurrection, 
"W^hich  had  been  raised  by  bia  owu  violence  and  oppression, 
and  rendered  for  a  time  successful  by  his  own  improvidence, 
was  the  consequence  of  a  premeditated  design  to  overturn 
the  British  empire  in  India,  and  to  exterminate  therefrom 
the  British  nation ;  which  deaign,  if  it  had  been  true,  the 
said  Hastings  might  have  known,  or  rationally  conjectured, 
and  ought  to  have  provided  against.  And  if  the  said  Hast- 
ings had  received  any  credible  information  of  such  design,  it 
■was  his  duty  to  lay  the  same  before  the  council-board,  and 
to  state  the  same  to  the  Bajah  when  he  was  in  a  condition 
to  have  given  an  answer  thereto,  or  to  observe  thereon  ;  and 
not,  after  he  had  proscribed  and  driven  him  from  his 
dominions,  to  have  inquired  into  offences  to  justify  the  pre- 
vious infliction  of  punishment. 

XXVI, 

That  it  does  not  appear,  that  in  takuig  the  said  depositions 
there  was  any  person  present  on  the  part  of  the  Kajah  to 
object  to  the  competence,  or  credibility,  or  relevancy  of  any 
of  the  said  afiidavita,  or  other  atteatafciona,  or  to  account, 
otherwise  than  a&  the  said  deponents  did  acuount,  for  any  of 
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tbe  facte  therein  stated ;  nor  were  any  copiea  thereof  sent  to 
the  said  Eajah,  although  the  Company  had  a  mimster  at  the 
place  of  hia  residence,  namely,  in  the  camp  of  the  Mahratta 
oHief  Sciudia,  bo  as  to  enable  him  to  transmit  to  the  Com- 
pany any  raattera,  wliich  might  induce  or  enable  them  to  do 
justice  to  the  injured  printe  aforesaid.  And  it  does  not 
appear,  that  the  eaid  Ilaatinga  has  ever  produced  any  witness, 
letter,  or  other  document,  tending  to  prove,  that  the  said 
Eajah  ever  did  carry  on  any  hostile  negotiation  whatever 
with  any  of  those  powers,  with  whom  he  waa  charged  with 
B  conspiracy  against  the  Company,  previous  to  the  period  of 
the  said  Haatinga's  halving  arrested  him  in  his  palace, 
although  he  the  said  Hastings  had  varioua  agents  at  the 
courts  of  all  those  princes  ;  and  that  a  late  principal  agent 
and  neju  relation  of  a  minister  of  one  of  them,  the  Eajah  of 
Berar,  called  Benaram  Pundit,  waa,  at  the  time  of  the  tumult 
at  Benares,  actually  with  the  said  Hastings,  and  the  said 
Benaram  Pundit  was  by  him  highly  applauded  for  hie  zeal 
and  fidelity,  and  was  therefore  by  hiia  rewarded  with  a  large 
pension  on  those  veiy  revenues,  which  he  bad  taken  from 
the  Eajah  Cheyt  Sing :  and  if  auch  a  conspiracy  had  pne- 
viouely  existed,  the  Mahratta  minister  aforesaid  must  have 
known,  and  would  have  attested  it.  ■ 

xxvn.  ( 

That  it  appears,  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  at  the 
time  that  he  formed  hia  design  of  seizing  upon  the  treasures 
of  the  Rajah  of  Benares,  and  of  deposing  htm,  did  not  believe 
him  gudty  of  that  premeditated  project  for  driving  the 
English  out  of  India,  with  which  he  afterwards  thought  fit 
to  charge  him,  or  that  he  was  really  guilty  of  any  other 
great  offence ;  because  he  has  caused  it  to  be  deposed,  that 
if  the  said  Hajah  should  pay  the  sum  of  money  by  him  ex- 
acted, "  he  would  settle  his  zemindary  upon  him.  on  the  most 
eligible  footing."  Whereas  if  he  had  conceived  him  to  have 
entertained  traitorous  designs  against  the  Company,  from 
whom  he  held  hia  tributary  estate,  or  had  been  otherwise 
guilty  of  such  enormous  oftoncea  as  to  make  it  necesaa^  to 
take  extraordinary  methods  for  coercing  him,  it  would  not 
have  been  proper  for  him  to  settle  upon  such  a  traitor  and 
crimiiml  the  zemindary  of  Benares,  or  any  other  territory, 
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upon  the  moat  elijjible.  or  upon  any  other  footing  whatever; 
whereby  the  eaid  HastingB  has  by  his  ovra  stating  demon- 
strated, that  tbe  money  intended  to  have  been  exacted  waa 
not  aa  a  puniahmeut  for  crimes,  but  that  the  Crimea  were 
pretendetl  for  the  purpose  of  exacting  money. 

xxvni. 

That  the  said  Warren  Haatinga,  in  order  to  justify  the 
acts  of  violence  aforesaid  to  the  court  of  directora,  did  assert 
certain  false  facta,  known  by  him  to  be  auch,  and  did  draw 
from  them  certain  false  and  dangerous  iuierences,  utterly 
subversive  of  the  rights  of  the  princes  and  subjects  depend- 
ent on  tlie  British  nation  in  India,  contrary  to  the  principles 
of  all  just  govemnicut,  and  highly  dishonounihle  to  that  of 
Great  Britain ;  namely,  that  the  "  Kajah  of  Benares  was  not 
a  vassal  or  tributary   prince;    and   that   the  deeds,  which 
passed  between  him  and  the  hoard  upon  thu  tranater  of  the 
zemiudary  in  1775,  were  not  to  be  understood  to  hear  the 
quality  and  force  of  a  treaty  upon  optional  conditions  be- 
tween equal  states ;  that  the  payments  to  he  made  by  him 
were  not  a  tribute,  but  a  rent ;  and  that  the  instruments,  by 
which  his  territories  were  convoyed  to  him,  did  not  differ 
from  common  grants  to  zemindars  who  were  merely  sub- 
jects ;  but  that  being  nothing  more  than  a  common  zemin- 
dar, and  mere  subject,  the  Company,  holding  the  acknow- 
ledged  rights   of  hia  former   sovereign,  held  an   absolute 
authority  over  him ;  that  in  the  known  relations  of  zemindar 
to  the  sovereign  authority,  or  power  delegated  by  it,  he  owed 
8  personal  allegiance,  and  an  implicit  ana  unreserved  obedi- 
ence to  that  authority,  at  the  forfeiture  of  hia  zemindary,  and 
fiTen  of  his  lite  and  property."     Whereas  the  said  Hastinga 
did  well  kuow,  that  whether  the  paymenta  firam  the  Kajah 
were  called  rent  or  tribute,  having  been  fi'equeutly  by  himself 
called  the  one  and  the  other,  and  that  of  whatever  nature 
the  instrumenta,  by  which  he  held,  might  have  been,  he  did 
not  consider  him  aa  a  common  zemindar  or  landholder,  but 
rSB  far  independent  Jia  a  tributary  prince  could  bo ;  for  he  did 
■assign  as  a  reason  for  receiving  his  rent  rather  within  the 
Company's  province  than  in  his  own  capital,  that  it  would 
Dot "  frustrate  the  intention  of  rendering  tbe  Rajah  indepenii- 
mt{  that  11'  a  resident  was  appointed  to  receive  the  money 
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the  act  of  parliament   appointing  a  goTcmor-general   and 
council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

XXXI. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  at  last  odmnce  another 
dangerous  and  pernicious  principle  in  justification  of  his  vio- 
lent, arbitrary,  and  iniquitoua  acting  aforesaid ;  namely, 
"  that  if  he  bad  acted  with  an  unwarrantable  ria[our,  and  even 
injustice,  towards  Cheyt  Sing,  yet,  first,  if  he  did  believe 
that  extraoTdinory  means  were  necessary,  and  those  exerted 
with  a  strong  hand,  to  preserve  the  Company's  interests 
from  sinking  under  the  accumulated  weight  that  oppressed 
them  5  or,  secondly,  if  he  saw  a  polilical  necessiti/  for  curbing 
the  overgrown  power  of  a  great  member  of  their  dominion, 
imd  to  make  it  contribute  to  the  lelief  of  their  pressing  eii- 
gencies  ;  that  his  error  woidd  be  excusable,  aa  prompted  by 
an  excess  of  zeal  for  their  (the  Company's)  interest,  operating 
ivith  too  strong  a  bias  on  his  judgment;  but  that  much 
stronger  is  the  presumption,  that  such  acta  are  founded  on 
just  principles,  than  that  they  are  the  result  of  a  misguided 
judgment."  That  the  said  doctrines  are,  in  both  the  mem- 
bers thereof,  suhveraive  of  all  the  principles  of  juat  govern- 
ment, by  empowering  a  governor  with  delegated  authority  in 
the  first  case,  on  his  own  private  belief  concerning  the  ne- 
cessities of  the  state,  not  to  levy  an  impartial  and  equal  rate 
of  taxation  suitable  to  the  circiunstances  of  the  several  mem- 
bers of  the  community,  but  to  select  any  individual  from  the 
same  as  an  object  of  arbitrary  and  unmeasured  imposition ; 
and,  in  the  second  case,  enabling  the  same  governor,  on  the 
same  arbitrary  principles,  to  determine  whose  property  should 
be  considered  as  overgrown,  and  to  reduce  the  same  at  his 
pleasure. 

PAET  IV. 

Second  Revolution  in  Benares. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  after  he  had,  in  the  man- 
ner aforesaid,  unjustly  and  violently  expelled  the  E«jah 
Cheyt  Sing,  the  lord  or  zemindar  of  Benares,  from  his  said 
lordship  or  zemiudary,  did,  of  his  own  mere  usurped  au- 
thority, and  without   any  communication  with   the  othtir 
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members  of  the  council  of  Calcutta,  appoint  another  perscm, 
of  the  name  of  Mehip  Narrain,  a  descendant  by  the  mother 
from  the  bite  Bajah  Bulwaot  Sing,  to  the  government  of 
Benaree  ;  and,  on  aeeount  or  pretence  of  bia  youth  or  inex- 
perience (the  said  Jlehip  Narrain  not  being  above  twenty 
years  old)  did  appoint  hia  father  Durbege  Sing  to  act  as  hia 
representative  or  administrator  of  aflaire ;  but  did  give  a 
controlling  authority  to  the  British  resident  over  both,  not- 
withstanding his  declarations  before  mentioned  of  the  mis- 
chiefs likely  to  happen  to  the  said  country  from  the  eatah- 
lishiuent  of  a  resident,  and  hia  opiniooa  since  declared,  in  a 
letter  to  the  court  of  directors,  dated  from  this  very  place 
(Benares)  the  1st  of  October,  1784,  to  the  same  or  stronger 
effect,  in  case  "  agents  are  aent  into  tbe  country,  and  armed 
with  authority  for  the  purposes  of  vengeance  and  corrup* 
tion,/or  to  no  other  will  thet/  be  applied."  ^ 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  by  the  same  usurpfll 
authority,  entirely  set  aside  all  the  agreements  made  between 
the  late  Rajah  and  the  Company  (which  were  real  agree* 
menta  with  the  state  of  Benares,  in  the  person  of  the  lord  or 
prince  thereof,  and  hia  heirs) ;  and  without  any  form  of 
trial,  inqniaitioa,  or  other  legal  process,  for  forfeiture  of  the 
privileges  of  the  people  to  be  governed  by  magistrates  of  their 
own,  and  according  to  their  natural  laws,  customs,  and 
usages,  did,  contrary  to  the  said  agreement,  separate  the 
mint  and  the  criminal  justice  from  the  said  government,  and 
did  vest  the  mint  in  the  British  resident,  and  the  criminal 
justice  in  a  Mahomedan  native  of  his  own  appointment ;  and 
did  euliauee  the  tribute  to  be  paid  from  the  province,  firom 
£250,000  annually,  limited  by  treaty,  or  thereabouts,  to 
three  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  pounds  for  the  first  year, 
and  to  four  hundred  thousand  for  every  year  after  ;  and  did 
compel  the  administrator  aforesaid  (father  to  the  Bajah)  to 
agree  to  the  same ;  and  did,  by  tbe  same  usurped  authority, 
illegally  impose,  and  cause  to  be  levied,  aunary  injudiciouB 
and  oppressive  duties  on  goods  and  merchandise,  which  did 
greatly  impair  the  trade  of  the  province,  and  threaten  the 
••attGr  ruin  thereof  5  and  did  charge  several  pensions  on  the 
iaid  revenues,  of  his  own  mere  authority  ;  and  did  send  and 
keep  up  various  bodies  of  tho  Company's  troops  in  the  said 
country  ;  and  did  perform  sundry  other  acts,  with  regard  to 
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the  said  territory,  in  total  subversion  of  the  rights  of  the 
sovereign  and  the  people,  and  in  violation  of  the  treaties  and 
agreements  aforesaid. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  being  absent,  on  account 
of  ill  health,  from  the  presidency  of  Calcutta  at  a  place  called 
Nia  Serai,  about  forty  miles  distant  tfierefrom,  tfid  carry  on 
a  secret  correspondence  with  the  resident  at  Benares,  and 
under  colour,  that  the  instalments  for  the  new  rent  or  tribute 
were  in  arrear,  did  of  his  osra  authority  make,  in  about  one 
year,  a  second  revolution  in  the  government  of  the  territory 
aforesaid ;  and  did  order  and  direct,  that  Durbege  Sing  afore- 
said, father  of  the  Rajah,  and  administrator  of  his  authority, 
should  be  deprived  oi  hia  otBce  and  of  his  lands,  and  thrown 
into  prison  ;  and  did  threaten  him  with  death,  although  he, 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  had,  at  the  time  of  the  making 
his  new  arrangement,  declared  himself  sensible,  that  the  rent 
aforesaid  might  require  abatement ;  although  he  was  well 
apprized,  that  the  administrator  had  been  for  two  months  of 
his  administration  io  a  weak  and  languid  state  of  body,  and 
wholly  incapable  of  attending  to  the  business  of  the  coUee- 
tions ;  though  a  eonsiderable  drought  had  prevailed  in  the 
said  province,  and  did  consequently  affect  the  regularity  and 
produce  of  the  collections ;  and  though  he  had  other  suffi- 
cient reason  to  beUevo,  that  the  said  administrator  had  not 
himself  received  from  the  collectors  of  government,  and  the 
cultivators  of  the  soil,  the  rent  in  arrear ;  yet  he,  the  said 
Warren  HastinErs,  without  any  known  process,  or  recording 
any  answer,  defence,  plea,  excidpation,  or  apology  from  the 
party,  or  recording  any  other  grounds  of  rigour  against  hjm, 
except  the  following  paragraph  of  a  letter  from  the  resident, 
not  only  gave  the  order  as  aforesaid,  but  did  afterwards, 
without  laying  any  other  or  better  grouud  before  the  couDcil- 
,^neraL,  persuade  them  to,  and  did  procure  from  them,  a 
■confirmation  of  the  aforesaid  cruel  and  illegal  nroceedings, 
correspondence  concerning  which  had  not  been  before 
_  lunicated ;  he  pleading  Ms  illness  for  not  communicat- 
ing the  same,  though  that  illnesa  did  not  prevent  him  from 
carrying  on  correspondence  concerning  the  deposition  of  the 
said  adnunistrutor,  and  other  important  aSkir«i  in  VArious 
places. 
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That  in  tlie  letter  to  the  council  requiring  the  confirma* 
tion  of  his  acts  aforesaid,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  not 
only  propose  the  confinement  of  the  said  adrainiBtrator  at 
Benares,  although  hy  his  impriaonment  he  must  have  been 
in  a  groat  measure  diaahlea  from  recovering  the  balances 
due  to  him,  and  for  the  non-payment  of  which  he  was  thus 
imprisoned,  but  did  propose,  as  an  alternative,  his  imprison* 
meiit  at  a  remote  fortress,  out  of  the  said  territory,  and  in 
the  Company'a  provinces,  calJed  Chunar ;  desiring  them  to 
direct  the  resident  at  Benares  "  to  exact  from  Baboo  Dur- 
bitzeo  Sing  every  rupee  of  the  collectiona,  which  it  Bhall  ap- 
pear that  he  has  made,  and  not  brought  to  account ;  and 
either  to  confine  him  at  Benares,  or  to  send  him  a  prisoner 
to  Chunar,  and  to  keep  him  in  confinement  until  he  shall 
have  discharged  the  whole  of  the  amount  due  from  him." 
.Ajid  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  assign  motives  of  passion 
and  personal  resentment  for  the  said  unjust  and  rigorous 
proceedings,  as  follows  :  "  I  feel  myself,  and  may  be  allowed 
on  such  an  occasion  to  acknowledge  it,  personally  hurt  at 
the  ingratitude  of  this  man,  and  at  the  discredit,  which  bia 
ill  conduct  has  thrown  on  my  appointment  of  him.  He  has 
deceived  mo  ;  he  has  offended  against  tlie  government,  which 
I  then  represented."  Ani.  as  a  further  reason  for  depriving 
him  of  his  jaghire  (or  salary  out  of  land)  he  did  insinuate  in 
the  said  letter,  but  vidthout  giving  or  offering  any  proof,  "  that 
the  said  Eajah  liad  been  guilty  of  little  and  mean  peculations, 
although  the  appointments  assigned  to  him  had  been  suffi- 
cient to  free  him  from  the  temptations  thereto." 

That  it  appears,  as  it  might  naturally  have  been  expected, 
that  the  wife  of  the  said  administrator,  the  daughter  of  Bul- 
waut  Sing,  the  late  Bajah  of  Benares,  and  her  son  the  reign- 
ing Hajah,  did  oppose  to  the  best  of  their  power,  but  by 
what  remonstrances,  or  upon  what  plea,  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  did  never  inform  the  court  of  directors,  the  depo-j 
sition,  impriaonment,  and  conftseation  of  the  estates  of  the 
husband  of  the  one,  and  the  father  of  the  other ;  but  that 
the  said  Hastings,  persisting  in  his  malice,  did  declare  to  tha 
said  council  as  follows ;  "  the  opposition  made  by  the  Baja] 
and  the  old  Eannee,  both  equally  incapable  of  judging 
themselves,  does  certainly  originate  from  some  secret  uiflJ 
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ence,  which  ought  to  be  checked  by  a  decided  and  peremp- 
tory declaration  of  the  authority  of  tht^  board,  and  a  denun- 
ciation of  their  displeasure  at  their  prest/mption.'^ 

That  the  said  Warren  llastitiifra,  not  satiafed  with  the  in- 
juries done,  and  tlic  inaults  and  disc^raoea  oflbred,  to  the 
family  aforesaid,  did  in  a  manner  unparalleled,  except  by  an 
act  of  his  own  on  another  occasion,  fraudulently  and  inhumanly 
endeavour  to  make  the  wife  and  son  of  the  said  administra- 
tor, contrary  to  the  sentiments  and  the  law  of  nature,  tlio 
instrumenta  of  his  oppressions ;  directing,  "  that  if  they  (the 
mother  and  son  aforesaid)  could  he  induced  to  yield  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  cheerful  acquiescence  in  the  new  arrangement, 
and  to  adopt  it  as  a  measure  formed  with  their  participation^ 
it  would  he  better  than  that  it  should  be  done  by  a  detilared 
act  of  compulsion;  but  that  at  all  eveuta  it  ought  to  be 
done." 

That,  in  consequence  of  the  pressing  declarations  afore- 
said, the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  on  epocial  recommend- 
ation appoint,  in  opposition  to  the  wishes  ajid  desires  of  the 
Rajah  and  his  mother,  another  person  to  the  administration 
of  his  affairs,  called  Jsigher  Deo  Seo. 

That  the  Company  having  sent  express  orders  for  the 
Bending  the  resident  by  them  before  appointed  to  Benares, 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  strongly  oppose  himself  to 
ta  the  same ;  and  did  throw  upon  the  person  appointed  by  tho 
P  Company  (Francis  !Fowke,  Esquire)  several  strong,  but  un- 
speeiiied,  reflections  and  aspersions,  contrary  to  the  duty  he 
owed  to  the  Company,  and  to  the  justice  he  owed  to  all  its 
servants . 

That  the  aaid  resident  being  appointed  bj  the  votes  of  the 
rest  of  the  council,  in  obedience  to  the  reiterated  orders  of 
the  Company,  and  in  despite  of  the  opposition  of  the  said 
Hastings,  did  proceed  to  Benares ;  and,  on  the  reprcaent- 
fition  of  the  parties,  nnd  the  subniiasion  of  the  accounts  of 
the  aforesaid  Durbitzee  Sing  to  an  arbitrator,  did  find  him, 
'the  aaid  Durbitzee  Sing,  in  debt  to  the  Company  for  a  sum 
not  considerable  enough  to  justify  the  severe  treatment  of 
the  said  Durbitzee  Sing  ;  his  wife  and  son  complaining,  at 
or  about  the  same  time,  that  the  balances  due  to  him  from 
the  aumils.  or  sub-collectors,  had  been  received  by  the  new 
adminifltrator,  and  carried  to  his  own  credit,  in  prejudice 
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^^H  and  wrong  to  the  said  Durbitzee  Sing ;  which  rtpreBenta- 

^^V  tion,  the  only  one  that  has  been  transmitted  on  the  part  of 

^^V  the  Haid  Bufferera,  has  not  been  contradicted. 

^H  That  it  appears,  that  the  said  Dnrbitzce  Sing  did  after- 

^H  wards  go  to  Calcutta  for  the  redress  of  hia  grievances ;  and 

^H  that  it  does  not  appear,  that  the  same  were  redressed,  or  even 

^V  his  complainta  heardj  but  he  received  two  peremptory  ordera 

^1  from  the  Bupreme  council  to  leave  the  said  city,  and  to  re- 

H  turn  to  Benares ;  that  on  his  return  to  Benares,  and  being 

■  tlicre  met  bv  Warren  Hastings  afore&aid,  he,  the  said  Warren 

■  HastingBj  although  he  had  reason  to  be  well  asaured,  that 

■  the  eaid  Durbitzee  Sing  was  in  possession  of  Binall  or  no 
I  substance,  did  again  crueUy  and  inliumanly,  and  without  any 
[  legal  authority,  order  the  said  Durbitzce  Sing  to  be  strictly 

imprisoned ;  and  the  aaid  Durbitzee  Sing,  in  consequence  of 
the  veiations,  hardahipa,  and  oppresBioua  aforesaid,  died  in 
a  short  time  after  insolvent ;  but  whether  in  prison  or  not, 
does  not  appear. 

PAET  V. 
Third  Revolution  in  Benares. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  haviQe,  in  the  maiuieT 
before  recited,  divested  Durbege  Sing  of  the  administration 
of  the  province  of  Benares,  did  of  his  own  ai-bitrary  will  and 
pleasure,  and  against  the  remonstrances  of  the  Eajah  and  his 
mother,  (in  whose  name,  and  in  whose  right,  the  said  Dur- 
bege  Sing,  father  of  the  one  and  husband  of  the  other,  had 
administered  the  affairs  of  the  government,)  appoint  a  person 
called  Jagher  Deo  Sheo,  to  administer  the  same. 

That  the  new  administrator,  warned  by  the  severe  example 
made  of  his  predecessor,  is  represented  by  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  as  ha\ang  made  it  hia  "  avowed  principle  (as  it 
might  be  expected  it  shoidd  be)  that  the  sum  fixed  for  the 
revenue  mvgt  be  collected."  And  he  did,  upon  the  principlt 
aforesaid,  and  by  the  means  suggested  by  a  principle  of  that 
■ort,  accordingly  levy  from  the  country,  and  did  regularly 
discharge  to  the  Britisli  resident  at  Benares,  by  monthly 
payments,  the  sums  imposed  by  the  said  Warren  Hftstings,  as 
it  is  asserted  by  the  resident  Fowke ;  but  tlie  said  Warren 
Hastings  did  assert,  that   bis   annual  collections  did   n^ 
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amount  to  more  than  lack  37.37,600,  or  thereabouts,  which 
lie  says  is  much  short  of  the  revenues  of  the  proviuce,  and  is 
about  twenty-four  thousand  pounds  short  of  his  atrreemeut. 

That  it  further  sppears,  that  notwithstauditig  the  new 
administrator  aforesaid  waa  appointed  two  montha,  or  there- 
abouts, after  the  beginning  of  the  Fuseli  year,  that  is  to  say, 
about  the  middle  of  November,  1782,  and  the  former  ad- 
ministrator had  collected  a  certain  portion  of  the  revenues 
of  that  year,  amounting  to  £17,000  and  upwards;  yet  he, 
the  said  new  administrator,  upon  the  unjust  aud  destructive 
principle  aforesaid,  suggested  by  the  cruel  and  violent  pro- 
ceedings of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  towards  his  prede- 
cessor, did  levy  on  the  province,  within  the  said  year,  the 
whole  amount  of  the  revenues  to  be  collected,  in  addition  to 
the  sum  collected  by  his  predecessor  aforesaid. 

That  on  account  of  a  great  drought,  which  prevailed  in 
the  province  aforesaid,  a  remission  of  certain  duties  in  grain 
was  proposed  by  the  chief  criminal  judge  at  Benares ;  but 
the  administrator  aforesaid,  being  fearful  that  the  revenue 
would  fall  short  in  hia  hands,  did  strenuously  oppose  hinself 
to  the  necessary  relief  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  city. 

That  notwithstanding  the  cantonment  of  several  bodies  of 
the  Company's  troops  within  the  province,  since  the  abolition 
of  the  native  government,  it  became  subject  in  a  particular 
manner  to  the  Rajahs  upon  the  borders  ;  insomuch  that  in 
one  quarter  no  fewer  than  thirty  villages  bad  been  sacked 
and  burned,  and  the  inhabitants  reduced  to  the  most  extreme 
distress, 

That  the  resident,  in  his  letter  to  the  board  at  Calcutta, 
did  represent,  that  the  collection  of  the  rcwnue  was  become 
ver}'  diificult ;  and  besides  the  extreme  drought,  did  assign 
for  a  cause  of  that  difficulty  the  following : 

*'  That  there  is  also  one  fund,  which  in  former  years  was 
applied  in  this  country  to  remedy  temporary  inconveniences 
in  the  revenue,  and  which  in  the  present  year  does  not  exist. 
This  was  the  private  fortunes  of  merchants  and  shroffa 
(bankers)  reisident  in  Benares,  from  whom  auinila  (collecTors) 
of  credit  could  obtain  temporary  loans  to  satisfy  the  imme- 
diate calls  of  the  Eajah.  These  sums,  which  used  to  circu- 
late between  the  anmil  and  the  merchant,  have  been  turned 
into  a  di^erent  channel,  by  bills  of  exchange  to  defray  the 
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expenses  of  government  both  on  the  west  coast  of  India, 
and  also  nt  Madras."  To  which  representation  it  does  not- 
appear  that  any  answer  waa  given,  or  that  any  mode  of  re- 
dress was  adopted  in  conBemience  thereof. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  having  passed  through 
the  province  of  Benares  (Gauzipore)  in  hia  progress  towards 
Oude,  did,  in  a  letter  dattd  from  the  city  of  Lucknow,  the 
2nd  of  April,  17S4,  give  to  the  council-board  at  Calcutta  an 
account  (highly  dishonourable  to  the  British  government) 
of  the  effect  of  the  arrangements  made  by  himself  iu  the 
years  1781  and  1782,  in  the  words  following :  "  Having  con- 
tarived,  by  making  forced  stages,  while  the  troops  of  my 
escort  marched  at  the  ordinary  rate,  to  make  a  stay  of  five 
days  at  Benares,  I  was  thereby  furnished  with  the  means  of 
acquiring  some  knowledge  of  the  state  of  the  province,  which 
I  am  anxious  to  commmvicate  to  yoa.     Indeed  the  inquiry, 
which  was  in  a  great  degree  obtruded  upon  me,  allected  me 
with  very  mortifying  reliectiona  on  my  inability  to  apply  it 
to  any  useful  puqjose.      From  the  confines  of  Buxar  to 
Benares  1  was  followed  and  fatigued  by  the  clamours  of  the 
discontented  inhabitants.     It  was  what  I  expected  in  a  de- 
gree, because  it  is  rare  that  the  exercise  of  autliority  sboxdd 
prove  satisfactory  to  all  who  are  the  objects  of  it.     The  dis- 
tresses which  were  produced  by  the  long-continued  drought, 
unavoidably  tended  to  heighten  the  general  discontent ;  yet 
I  have  reason  to  fear^  that  the  cause  existed  principalli/  in  a 
defective,  if  not  a  corrupt  and  oppressive,  administration." 
"  Of  a  multitude  of  petitions,  which  were  presented  to  me, 
and  of  which  I  took  minutes,  everj'  one,  that  did  not  relate 
to  a  personal  grievance,  contained  the  repreaeutatiou  of  one 
and  the  same  species  of  oppression,  which  if?  in  its  nature  of 
an  iuiflueuee  most  fatal  to  the  futm-o  cultivation.    The  prae- 
tice  to  which  I  allude,  is  this  :  it  is  affirmed,  that  the  aumils 
and  renters  exact  from  the  proprietors  of  the  actual  harvest 
a  large  increase  in  kind  on  their  Btipulatcd  rent ;  that  is, 
from  those  who  hold  their  potta  by  the  tenure  of  paying  one 
half  of  the  produce  of  their  crops,  either  the  whole,  without 
Buhterfuge,  or  a  large  proportion  of  it  by  a  false  measure- 
ment, or  other  pretexts ;  and  from  those,  whose  engagements 
are  for  a  fixed  rent  in  money,  the  half,  or  a  greater  propor- 
tdoii,  ia  taken  in  kind.     This  ia  iu  ciect  a  tax  upon  the  in« 
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dustry  of  the  inhabitants;  since  there  is  seurce  n  field  of 
grain  in  the  proviuce,  /  might  sa^  not  one,  which  has  not 
been  preserved  by  the  rncesaant  labour  of  the  cultivator,  by 
digging  wfUs  for  their  sti|H)ly,  or  watering  thcni  ffixii  the 
wella  of  niaaonrj,  with  which  their  country  abounds,  or  from 
the  neighbouring  tanks,  rivers,  and  nuDahs.  The  people, 
■who  imposed  on  themaelves  this  voluntary  and  estraordinary 
labour,  and  not  unattended  with  expense,  did  it  on  the  ex- 
pectation of  reaping  the  profits  of  it ;  and  it  is  certain  they 
would  not  have  done  it,  ii  they  had  known,  that  their  rulers, 
from  whom  they  were  entitled  to  an  indemni^cation,  would 
take  from  them  what  they  so  hardly  earned.  If  the  same 
administration  continues,  and  the  country  shall  again  labour 
under  want  of  rain,  every  field  will  be  abandoned^  the  revenue 
fail,  and  thousands  perish  through  want  of  subsistence ;  for 
who  will  labour  for  the  sole  benefit  of  others,  and  to  make 
luniself  the  subject  of  exaction  ?  These  practices  are  to  be 
imputed  to  the  naib  himself  [the  administrator  forced  fay  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  on  the  present  Eajah  of  Benares]. 
The  avowed  principle  on  which  he  acts,  and  which  ho  ac- 
knowledged to  myself,  is,  that  the  whole  sunt  fLxed  for  the 
revenue  of  the  pri>vmce  inust  be  collected  ;  and  that,  for  this 

Eurpose,  the  deficiency  arising  in  places  where  the  crops 
ave  failed,  or  which  have  been  left  uncultivated,  must  oe 
supplied  from  the  resourcea  of  others,  where  the  soil  has 
been  better  suited  to  the  season,  or  the  industry  of  the  cul- 
tivators hath  been  more  successfully  exerted:  a  principle, 
which,  however  specious  and  plausible  it  may  at  first  appear, 
certainly  tends  to  the  most  pernicious  and  destructive  conse- 
qifences.  If  this  declaration  of  the  naib  had  been  made  only 
to  myself,  I  might  have  doubted  my  construction  of  it;  but 
it  was  repeated  by  him  to  Mr.  Anderson,  who  understood  it 
exactly  in  the  same  sense.  In  the  management  of  the  cus- 
toms, the  conduct  of  the  naib,  or  of  the  officer  under  him, 
was  forced  also  upon  my  attention.  The  exorbitant  rates 
exacted  by  an  arbitrary  valuation  of  the  goods ;  the  practice  of 
exacting  duties  twice  on  the  same  goods,  first  from  the  seller, 
and  afterwards  fi*om  the  buyer ;  and  the  vexations,  disputes, 
and  delays,  drawn  on  the  merchants  by  these  oppressions, 
were  loudly  complaiued  of;  and  some  iustances  of  this  kind 
were  said  to  exist  at  the  very  time  I  was  at  Benares.  Under 
ch  circumstances  we  are  not  to  wonder  if  the  merchants  of 
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foreign  countries  are  discouraged  from  resorting  to  Benarea. 
aud  il"  the  comuierce  of  that  province  should  aunually  decay. 
Other  eviis,  or  imputt^d  evils,  have  accidentally  come  to  my 
knowledge,  which  I  will  not  now  particularize ;  as  I  hope, 
that,  with  the  aaaistance  of  the  rcBident,  they  may  be  in  part 
corrected.  One  evil  I  must  mention,  because  it  has  been 
verified  by  my  own  observation,  and  ia  of  that  kind,  which 
reflects  aa  unmerited  reproach  on  our  general  and  uatioaal 
character.  When  I  was  at  Buiar,  the  resident,  at  my  desire, 
enjoined  the  naib  to  appoint  creditable  people  to  everj"-  town, 
through  which  our  route  lay,  to  persuade  and  encourage  the 
inhabitantis  to  reniaiii  in  their  houaea,  promising  to  give  them 
guards  as  I  approached,  and  they  required  it  for  their  pro- 
tection; and  that  he  might  perceive  how  earnest  1  was  for 
his  observation  of  this  precaution,  I  repeated  it  to  him  in 
person,  and  dismis&ed  him,  that  he  might  precede  me  for 
that  purpose.  But,  to  my  p^at  disappointment,  /  found 
every  place  through  which  I  passed  abandoned ;  nor  had 
there  been  a  man  left  in  any  of  them  for  their  protection.  I 
am  sorry  to  add,  that,  from  Buxar  to  the  opposite  boundary,  I 
have  teen  nothing  hut  traces  of  complete  devastation  in  every 
village;  whether  caused  by  the  followers  of  the  troops,  which 
have  lately  passed,  for  their  natural  relief  and  I  know  not 
whether  my  own  vmy  not  have  had  their  share,  or  from  the 
ajpprehensions  of  the  inhabitants  left  to  themselves,  aud  of 
themselves  deaerttug  their  houses.  I  wish  to  acquit  my 
own  countrymen  of  the  blame  of  these  unfavourable  appear- 
ances, and  in  my  own  heart  1  do  acquit  them  ;  for  at  one  en- 
campment a  crowd  of  people  came  to  me,  complaining,  that 
their  new  aumil,  {collector,)  on  the  approach  of  any  military 
detachment,  him&eff  first  fled  from  the  place ;  and  the  inJiabU- 
ants,  haviuff  no  one  to  whom,  they  could  apply  for  redress,  or 
for  the  represejitation  of  their  grievances,  and  being  thu4 
remediless,  fied  also ;  so  thnt  their  houses  and  effects  became  a 
prey  to  any  person  who  chose  to  plunder  them.  The  general 
conclusion  appearijd  to  me  an  inevitable  consequence  from 
Buch  a  state  of  facta. ;  and  my  own  sensea  bore  testimony  to 
it  in  this  specific  instance ;  nor  do  I  know  how  it  is  possible 
for  any  officer  commanding  a  military  party,  how  attentive 
soever  he  may  be  to  the  discipline  and  forbearance  of  his 
people,  to  prevent  disorders  when  there  is  neifJier  opposition 
to  hinder  nor  evidence  to  detect  tftem.     These  and  many  othei 
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irregtuarities  I  impute  tolely  to  the  naib,  and  recommeDd 
hia  instant  removal. 

I  cannot  help  remarking,  that,  except  the  citr  of  Ben&re&, 
ihe  province  is  in  effect  tcitAout  a  government.  The  adminiatra' 
tioji  of  the  province  is  misconducted,  and  the  people  oppressed, 
trade  discouraged,  and  the  revenue  in  danger  of  a  rapid  de- 
cline from  die  violent  appropriation  of  its  means' 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  recommend  to  the 
council,  for  a  remedy  of  the  disordere  and  calamities  which 
had  arisen  from  his  own  acta,  dispoeitioQa,  and  appointments, 
that  the  administrator  aforesaid  should  he  instantly  removed 
from  his  oflBce  ;  attributing  the  aforesaid  '*  irreguJarities, 
and  mantf  others,  solely  to  him  ; "  although  on  his  own  re- 
presentation it  does  appear,  that  he  was  the  sole  cause  of 
the  irregiilarities  therein  described :  neither  does  it  appear, 
that  the  administrator,  so  by  the  said  Hastings  nominated 
end  removed,  was  properly  charged  and  called  to  answer  for 
the  said  recited  irregularities,  or  for  the  many  othert  not 
recited,  but  attributed  soMy  to  him ;  nor  has  any  plea  or 
excuse  from  him  been  transmitted  to  the  board,  or  to  the 
court  of  directors ;  hut  he  was,  at  the  instance  of  the  said 
Hastings,  deprived  of  hia  said  office,  contrary  to  the  princi- 
ples of  natural  justice,  in  a  violent  and  arbitrary  manner  j 
which  proceeding,  combined  with  the  example  made  of  his 
predecessor,  must  neceaaarily  leave  to  the  person,  who  should 
succeed  to  the  said  office,  no  distinct  principle,  upon  which  he 
might  act  with  safety.  But  in  comparing  the  consequencea 
of  the  two  delinquencies  charged,  the  failure  of  the  payment 
of  the  revenues  (from  whatever  cause  it  may  arise)  is  more 
likely  to  be  avoided  than  any  severe  course  towards  the  in- 
habitants ;  as  the  former  fault  was,  besides  tlie  deprivation 
of  ofBce,  attended  with  two  imprisonments,  with  a  menace  of 
death,  and  an  actual  death,  in  disgrace,  poverty,  and  insol- 
vency ;  whereas  the  latter,  namely,  the  oppression,  and 
thereby  the  total  ruin,  of  the  country,  charged  on  the  second 
administrator,  was  only  followed  by  loss  of  office ;  although 
he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  did  further  assert  (but  with 
what  truth  does  not  appear)  that  the  collection  of  the  last 
administrator  had  faMen  much  short  of  the  revenue  of  the 
province. 

That  the  said  Warren  Haatioga  himself  was  sensible,  that 
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the  frequent  changes  by  him  made  would  much  disorder  the 
management  of  the  revenues,  and  seemed  deairoua  of  conceal- 
ing his  iutentiona  concerning  tbe  laat  change  until  the  time 
of  its  execution.  Yet  it  appears  by  a  letter  from  the  British 
resident,  dated  the  23rd  of  June,  1784i,  "  that  a  very  strong 
report  prevailed  at  Benaroa  of  Lis  (the  said  HaatLnga'a)  inten- 
tions ot  appointing  a  new  naib  for  the  approaching  year ;  and 
that  the  effect  ia  evident,  which  the  prevalence  of  such  an 
idea  amongst  the  aumils  woiild  probably  have  on  the  cultiva- 
tion  at  this  particular  time.  The  heavy  mofuBsU  kiats  (bar* 
Test  instahnenta)  have  now  been  collected  by  the  aumUs ;  the 
season  of  tillage  is  arrived ;  the  ryots  (country  farmers)  must 
be  indulged,  and  even  assisted  by  advances;  and  the  anmil 
must  look  for  his  returns  in  the  abundance  of  the  crop,  the 
consequence  of  this  eorli/  attention  to  ike  cultivation.  The 
effect  is  evident,  which  the  report  of  a  change  in  the  ^first  of- 
Jicer  of  the  revenue  must  have  on  the  minds  of  the  auniils,  by 
leaving  them  at  an  uncertainty  ojfwkat  they  have  in  future  to 
expect;  and,  in  proportion  to  the  degree  of  this  uneertaiuty, 
their  eilbrts  and  expenses  in  promoting  the  cultivation  will 
be  languid  and  sparing. 

"  In  compliance  with  the  naib'a  request  I  have  written  to 
all  the  aumila,  encouraging  and  ordering  them  to  attend  to 
the  cultivation  of  their  respective  districts.  But  I  conceive 
I  should  be  able  to  promote  this  very  desirable  intention 
much  more  effectually,  if  you  wxU  honour  me  with  the  com- 
munication of  your  intentions  on  this  subjet^t.  At  the  same 
time  I  cannot  help  just  remarking,  that,  if  a  change  is  in- 
tended, the  sooner  it  takes  place,  the  more  the  bad  effects  I 
have  described  will  be  obviated." 

That  the  council,  having  received  the  proposition  for  the 
removal  of  the  administrator  aforesaid,  did  also  in  a  letter  to 
him  (the  said  Hastings)  condemn  the  frequent  changes  by 
him  made  in  the  administration  of  the  collections  of  Benares  ; 
but  did  consent  to  such  alterations  as  might  be  made  with- 
out encroaching  on  the  righta  established  by  his  (the  said 
Hastings's)  agreement  in  the  year  1781,  and  did  desire  him 
to  transmit  to  them  his  plan  for  a  new  administration. 

That  the  said  Haattnga  did  transmit  a  plan,  which,  not- 
withstanding the  evils  which  had  happened  from  the  former 
frequent  changes,  he  did  propose  as  a  temporary  expedient 
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foi  the  admlniatration  of  the  revenues  of  the  said  pravince; 
in  which  no  provision  was  made  for  the  reduction  or  retnis- 
aion  of  revenue,  ns  exigencies  might  require ;  or  for  the  ex- 
traction of  the  circulating  species  Irom  the  said  province ;  or 
for  the  supply  of  the  iieceBanry  advaucea  for  cultivation;  nor 
for  the  removal  or  prevention  of  any  of  the  grievancea  hy  him 
before  complained  of,  other  than  an  inspection  by  the  resident 
and  the  chief  criminal  nia^strate  of  Beuares,  and  other  regTi- 
lations  equally  void  of  eflett  and  anthority;  and  which  plan 
Mr.  Stables,  one  of  the  supreme  covnicil,  did  altofrether  reject ; 
but  the  same  was  approved  of,  og  rt  temporartf  erpedie-rit,  irith 
some  exceptions,  by  two  other  members  of  the  board,  JNIr. 
^Vlioler  and  Mr.  Macpherson,  declarino;  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  responsible  for  the  temporary  expediency  of  the  same. 

That  the  said  Warren  Ilastiu^s,  in  the  plan  aforesaid, 
having  strongly  ohjei:tcd  to  the  appointment  of  any  European 
collectors,  that  is  to  say,  of  any  European  servants  td"  the 
Company  being  coucenied  in  the  same,  declared,  that  there 
bad  been  sufheient  experience  of  the  ill  eil'ecta  of  their  being 
so  employed  in  the  pro^duce  of  Bengal ;  by  which  the  said 
Hastings  did  either  in  loose  and  general  terms  convey  a  false 
imputation  upon  tlie  conduct  of  the  Company's  servants  cm- 
ploved  in  the  collectiou  of  the  revenues  of  Bengal,  or  he  was 
guilty  of  a  criminal  neglect  of  duty,  in  not  bringing  to  pun- 
ishment the  particular  persons,  whose  evil  practices  had  given 
rise  to  such  a  general  imputation  on  British  Buhjecta  and 
Ben'ants  of  the  Company,  as  to  render  them  unfit  for  service 
in  other  places. 

That  the  said  "Warren  Hastings  having,  in  the  course  of 
three  years,  made  three  complete  revolutions  in  the  state  of 
Benares,  by  cipclling,  in  the  first  instance,  the  lawfui  and 
rightful  governor  of  the  same,  under  whose  care  and  superin- 
tendence a  large  and  certain  revenue,  suitable  to  the  abili- 
ties  of  the  countrj',  and  consistent  with  its  prosperity,  was 
paid  with  the  greatest  punctuality  ;  and  by  afterwards  dis- 
placing two  effective  governors  or  administrators  of  the  pro- 
vince appointed  in  succession  by  himself;  and,  in  cousctjuence 
of  the  said  appointments,  and  violent  and  arbitrary  reniovalsi, 
the  said  ])rovince  "being  left  in  eflecl  without  a  govern- 
ment," except  in  one  city  only  ;  and  having,  after  all,  settled 
no  more  than  a  tempornrj'  arrangement ;  is  guilty  of  a  high 
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crime  and  misdemeanour  in  tlie  destruction  of  the  coimtrr 


aforesaid. 


IV.    PEmCESSES  OF  OTJDE. 

L 

That  the  reigning  Nabob  of  Oude,  commonly  called  Asopl 
ul  Dowla,  (son  and  Huccesaor  to  Bbuja  ul  Dowla,)  by  taking 
into  or  continuing  in  his  pay  certain  bodies  of  regular  British 
troops,  and  by  having  afterwards  admitted  the  British  resi- 
dent at  his  comt  into  the  management  of  tdl  his  affairs, 
foreign  and  domestic,  and  particularly  into  the  admiuistra- 
tion  of  his  financea,  did  gradually  become,  in  substance  and 
effect,  as  well  aa  in  general  repute  and  estimation,  a  depend- 
ent on,  or  vassal  of,  the  East- India  Company  ;  and  was,  and 
is,  BO  much  under  the  control  of  the  governor-general  and 
council  of  Bengal,  that,  in  the  opinion  of  all  the  native 
powers,  the  English  name  and  character  is  concerned  in  ^ 
every  act  of  his  government.  fl 

n. 

That  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  contrary  to  law,  and  to 
his  duty,  and  in  disobedience  to  the  orders  of  the  East- 
India  Company,  arrogating  to  himself  the  nomination  of  the 
resident  at  the  court  of  Oude,  aa  hia  particular  agent  and  re- 
presentative, and  rejecting  the  resident  appointed  by  the 
Company,  and  ohtniding  upon  them  a  person  of  hia  own 
choice,  did  from  that  time  render  himself  in  a  particular  man- 
ner responsible  for  the  good  government  of  the  provinces 
compoamg  the  dominions  of  the  Nabob  of  Oude.  ^h 

III.  ' 

That  the  provinces  aforesaid,  having  been,  at  the  time  of 
*:heir  first  connexion  with  the  Company,  in  an  improved  and 
flourishing  condition,  and  yielding  a  revenue  of  more  than 
three  milliona  of  pomida  sterling,  or  thereabouts,  did  soon 
after  that  period  begra  sensibly  to  decline;  and  the  subsidy 
of  the  British  troops  stationed  in  that  province,  as  well  aa 
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other  Bums  of  money  due  to  the  Company  by  the  treaty,  ran 
considerably  in  arrear ;  although  the  prince  of  the  country, 
during  the  time  these  arrears  accrued,  was  othcrwiae  in  di*- 
Ikss,  and  had  been  obliged  to  reduce  all  his  eBtablishmeuta. 

lY. 

That  the  prince  aforesaid,  or  Nabob  of  Oude,  did,  in 
tumble  and  submissive  terms,  supplicate  the  said  Warren 
Hastinga  to  be  relieved  from  a  body  of  troops,  whose  licen- 
tious behaviour  he  complained  of,  and  who  were  stationed 
in  his  country  without  any  obligation  by  treaty  to  maintain 
them ;  pleading  the  failure  of  harvest,  and  the  prevalence  of 
fiimine  m  his  country ; — a  compliance  with  which  request  by 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  was  refused  in  unbecoming,  of- 
fensive, and  insulting  language. 

V. 

That  the  said  Nabob,  labouring  under  the  aforesaid  and 
other  burthens,  and  being  continually  urged  for  payment, 
was  advised  to  extort,  and  did  extort,  from  his  mother  aud 
grandmother,  under  the  pretext  of  loans,  (and  sometimes 
without  that  appearance,)  various  great  sums  of  money, 
smountine  in  the  whole  to  £630,000  sterling,  or  there- 
abouts ;  alleging  in  excuse  the  rigoroua  demands  of  the  Eiist- 
"  ia  Company,  for  whose  use  the  said  extorted  money  had 
•a  demanded,  and  to  which  a  considerable  part  of  it  had 
been  applied. 

VI. 

That  the  two  female  parents  of  the  Nabob  aforesaid  were 
mnong  the  women  of  the  greatest  rank,  family,  and  dis- 
tinction in  Asia ;  and  were  left  by  the  deceased  Nabob,  the 
Bon  of  the  one,  and  the  husband  of  the  other,  in  charge  of  a 
certain  considerable  part  of  his  treasures  in  money,  and  other 
valuable  moveables,  as  well  as  certain  landed  estates,  called 
^hirea,  in  order  to  the  support  of  their  own  dignity,  and 
the  hono;irable  maintenance  of  his  women,  and  a  numerous 
offspring,  and  their  dependents ;  the  said  family  amounting 
in  the  whole  to  two  thousand  persons,  who  were  by  the  said 
Nabob,  at  his  death,  recommended  in  a  particular  manner  to 
the  care  and  protection  of  the  said  Warren  Hastinga. 


ohoi 

■ttodi 


«-  ^' 


▲0AI98T  WAABEK   HABTUIOa. 


291 


said  prince,  did,  contrary  to  justice  and  equity,  nnd  the  se- 
curity of  property,  as  well  as  to  public  faith,  and  the  sanc- 
tion of  toe  Company's  guarantee,  under  the  colour  of  a 
treaty,  which  treatj  was  conducted  secretly  without  a  writ- 
ten document  of  any  part  of  the  proeeediug,  (t^xcept  the 
pretended  treaty  itself,)  authorize  the  said  Nabob  to  seize 
upon  and  coniLicate  to  his  own  profit,  the  landed  estates, 
called  jaghires,  of  hia  parents,  kindred,  and  principal  nobility ; 
only  stipulatiDg  a  pension  to  the  net  amount  of  the  rent  of 
the  said  lauda  aa  an  equivaleut,  and  that  equivaleut  to  such 
only  whose  lands  had  been  guaranteed  to  them  by  the  Com- 
pany :  but  pro\-ided  neither  in  the  aaid  pretended  treaty,  nor 
in  any  subsequent  act,  the  least  security  for  the  pajTuent  of 
the  said  pension  to  those,  for  whom  such  pension  was  osten- 
sibly reserved ;  and,  for  the  others,  not  bo  much  as  a  show 
of  indemnity ; — to  the  estrcine  scandal  of  the  British  govem- 
meut,  which,  valuing  itself  upon  a  strict  regard  to  property, 
did  expressly  authorize,  if  it  did  not  command,  an  attack 
upon  that  right,  unprecedented  in  the  despotic  government*! 
of  India. 

\  .  '^■.     . 

That  the  said  Warren  HastingB,  in  order  to  cover  the 
riolent  and  unjust  proceedings  aforesaid,  did  assert  a  claim 
of  right  in  the  same  Nabob  to  all  the  poasessiona  of  hia 
said  mother  and  grandmother,  as  belonging  to  him  by  the 
Mahomediin  law :  and  this  pretended  claim  was  set  up  by 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  al'ter  the  Nabob  had,  by  a  regu- 
lar treaty  ratified  and  guaranteed  by  the  said  Haatinga  [UJ 
governor-general,  renounced  and  released  all  demands  on 
them.  And  this  false  pretence  of  a  legal  demand  Avas  taken 
up  and  acted  upon  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  without 
laying  the  said  question  on  record  before  the  councd-general, 
or  giving  notice  to  the  persons  to  be  affected  thereby,  to  sup- 
port their  rights  before  any  of  the  principal  magistrates  and 
eipoundcrs  of  the  Mahomedan  law,  or  taking  publicly  the 
opinions  of  any  person  conversant  therein. 


That,  in  order  to  give  fiirther  colour  to  the  acta  of  iU 
fiuth  and  violence  aforesaid,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did 
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cause  to  be  taken  at  Lucknow,  and  other  places,  before 
divers  pereons,  and  particularly  before  Sir  Elijah  Irapey, 
knight,  his  Majesty's  chief  juHtice,  acting  extra-judicially, 
and  not  Tvithin  the  limits  of  tiiB  jurisdiction,  seTerai  passion-^ 
ate,  careless,  irreleA'ant,  and  irregular  affidavits,  consisting  d^^ 
matter  not  fit  to  be  deposed  on  oath  ;  of  reports,  conjectured^ 
and  liearsays ;  some  of  the  persons  swearing  to  the  said 
hearsays  having  declined  to  declare  from  whom  thev  heard 
the  accounts  at  second-hand  sworn  to  ;  the  said  affiaarits  in 
general  tending  to  support  the  calumnious  charge  of  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  namely,  that  the  aged  women  before 
mentioned  had  formed,  or  engaged  in>  a  plan  for  the  deposi* 
tion  of  their  son  and  sovereign,  and  the  utter  extirpation  of 
the  English  nation :  and  neither  the  said  charge  against  per- 
sona, whose  dependence  was  principally,  if  not  wholly  on  the 
good  faith  of  this  nation,  and  highly  affecting  the  honour, 
property,  and  even  lives,  of  women  of  the  highest  condition; 
nor  the  afEda\it3  intended  to  support  the  eajme,  eitra-iudi- 
cially  taken  ex  parte,  and  without  notice,  by  the  said  Sir 
Elijah  Impey,  and  others,  were  at  any  time  communicated 
to  the  partiea  charged,  or  to  any  agent  for  them  ;  nor  were 
they  called  upon  to  answer,  nor  any  explanation  demanded 
of  them. 

XI. 

That  the  article  affecting  private  property  secured  by 
public  acts,  in  the  said  pretended  treaty,  contains  nothing 
more  than  a  general  permission,  given  by  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  for  confiscating  such  jaghires,  or  landed  estates, 
with  the  modifications  therein  contained,  "  as  he  [the  Nabob] 
may  find  necessary;"  but  does  not  directly  point  at,  or  ex- 
press by  name,  any  of  the  landed  posaeaeions  of  the  Nabob's 
mother.  But  soon  after  the  signing  of  the  said  pretended 
treaty,  (that  is,  on  the  29th  November,  1781,)  it  did  appear, 
that  a  principal  object  thereof  was  to  enable  the  Nabob  to 
seixe  upon  the  estates  of  his  female  parents  aforesaid,  whiet 
Imd  been  guaranteed  to  thera  by  the  East-India  Company. 
And  although  in  the  treaty,  or  pretended  treaty,  aforesaid, 
nothing  more  is  purported  than  to  give  a  simple  permission 
to  the  Nabob  to  seize  upon  and  confiscate  the  estates,  leaving 
the  execution  or  non-execution  oi  the  same  wholly  to  his 
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discretion,  yet  it  appears,  by  several  letters  from  Nathaniel 
Middletan,  Esq.,  the  resident  at  the  court  of  Oude,  of  the 
6th,  7th,  and  9th  of  December,  1781,  that  no  such  discretion, 
as  expressed  in  the  treaty,  was  left,  or  intended  to  he  left, 
with  him  the  said  Nabob;  but  that  the  said  article  ought 
practically  to  have  a  construction  of  a  directly  contrary  tend- 
eucy ;  that,  instead  of  considering  the  article  as  oriy^iuating 
fi-ora  the  xvabob,  and  containing  a  power  provided  in  his 
favour,  which  he  did  not  possess  before,  the  couliseation  of 
the  jaghires  aforesaid  was  to  be  considered  as  a  measure 
from  the  English,  and  to  be  intended  for  their  benefit,  aod 
as  such,  that  the  execution  was  to  he  forced  upon  him  ;  and 
the  execution  thereof  was  accordingly  forced  upon  him.  And 
the  resident,  Middleton,  on  the  Nabob's  refusal  to  act  iu 
contradiction  to  liis  sworn  engagement,  guaranteed  by  the 
East-India  Company,  and  iu  the  undutiful  and  unnatural 
manner  required,  did  totally  supersede  his  authority  iu  his 
own  dominions,  considering  himself  as  empowered  so  to  act 
by  the  instructions  of  the  said  Haatings,  although  he  had 
reason  to  apprehend  a  general  insurrection  in  consequence 
thereofj  and  that  he  found  it  necessary  to  remove  his  family, 
"  which  he  did  not  wish  to  retain,  there,  in  case  of  a  rupture 
with  the  Kahob,  or  the  necessity  of  employing  the  British 
forces  in  the  reduction  of  his  aumila  and  troops-,"  and  he 
did  accordingly,  as  Bovereign,  issue  his  o\vn  edicts  and  war- 
rants, in  defiance  of  the  resistance  of  the  Nabob,  in  the  man- 
ner by  htm  described  in  the  letters  aforesaid,  iu  a  letter  of 
6th  December,  1781,  that  is  to  say,  '^Finding  the  Nabob 
wavering  in  his  determination  about  the  resumption  of  the 
Jaghires,  I  this  day,  in  presence  of  and  with  the  minister's 
concurrence,  ordered  the  necessary  perwannaha  to  be  written 
to  the  several  aumils  for  that  purpose ;  and  it  was  my  firm 
resolution  to  have  despatched  them  this  evening,  with  proper 
people  to  see  thera  punctually  and  implicitly  carried  into 
execution ;  but  before  they  were  all  transcribed  I  received  a 
message  from  the  Nabob,  who  had  been  informed  by  the 
minister  of  the  resolution  I  had  taken,  entreating  that  I 
would  mthhold  the  perwannahs  until  to-morrow  morning, 
when  he  would  attend  me,  and  afford  me  satisfaction  on  this 
point.  As  the  loss  of  a  few  hours  in  the  despatch  of  the 
perwannahs  appeared  of  iittle  moment,  and  as  it  is  possible 
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the  Nabob,  sedng  that  the  business  will  at  all  avents  he  done, 
may  malie  it  an  act  of  his  own,  I  have  consented  to  indulge  him 
in  his  request;  but,  be  the  result  of  ovr  interinew  whatever  it 
nm>/,  mUhing  shall  prevent  the  orders  being  issued  to-morrow, 
either  bi/  him  or  myself,  with  the  concurrence  cf  the  ministeri. 
Your  pleasure  respecting  the  begums  I  have  learnt  from  Sir 
Elijah  ;  and  the  measure  heretofore  proposed  will  soou  fol- 
low the  reauinptluu  of  the  jaghires.  From  both,  or  indeed 
from  the  former  alone,  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  complete 
Itquidatiou  of  the  Company's  balance." — And  also  in  another 
letter  of  the  7th  December,  1781, — "I  had  the  honour  to 
address  you  yesterday,  informing  you  of  the  steps  I  had 
taken  in  regard  to  the  resumption  of  the  jaghircs.  This 
morning  the  vizier  came  to  me  according  to  his  agreement,  but 
seemiitglg  without  ani/  intention  or  desire  to  i/ield  me  satisfac- 
tion on  the  subject  under  discussion  ;  for,  after  a  great  deal  of 
conversation,  consisting,  on  his  part,  of  trifling  evasion,  and 
puerile  excuses  for  withholding  his  assent  to  tlte  measure, 
though  at  the  same  time  professing  the  most  implicit  submission 
to  your  wishes,  I  found  mt/siff  without  any  other  resource  than 
the  one  of  employing  that  exclusive  authoriti/,  with  which  I 
cotvtider  your  instructions  to  vest  me  ;  I  therefore  declared  to 
the  Nabob,  in  presence  of  the  minister  and  Mr.  Johnson,  who 
I  desired  might  hear  witness  of  the  conversation,  that  I  con- 
strued his  rejection  of  the  measure  proposed  as  n  breach  of  his 
solemn  promise  to  you,  and  an  unwi}li?igness  to  yield  that  assist- 
ance, which  was  eriderifly  in  his  pouter,  torcards  lifjuidating  his 
heavy  aecumuluting  debt  to  the  Company ;  and  that  I  must 
iu  eonseqiienee  determine,  in  my  cnvn  justiticatiou,  to  issue 
immediately  the  perwannahs,  which  had  only  been  mthheld 
iu  the  sanguine  hope,  that  he  would  be  prevailed  upon  t<j 
make  that  his  oicn  act.,  which  nothing  but  the  most  urgent 
necessity  could  force  me  to  mnhe  mine. — He  left  me  without 
any  reply ;  but  afterwards  sent  for  his  minister,  and  authorized 
him  to  gise  nie  hopea^  that  my  requisition  wonld  be  com- 
plied with ;  on  whidh  I  expressed  my  satisfaction,  but  de- 
clared, that  I  could  admit  of  no  further  delays ;  and  imless 
I  received  his  Excellency's  formal  acquiescence  before  the 
eveuing.  I  should  then  moat  assuredly  issue  my  perwannahs ; 
which  r  have  aecordingly  done,  not  having  liad  any  assurances 
from  hJB  Excellency,  that  could  justify  a  further  suspension 


sball,  as  soou  as  possible,  inform  you  of  the  effects  of  the 
perwannuha,  which,  in  mnny  pnrts,  I  am  apprehensiTe  it  will 
be  foimd  necessary  to  enforce  with  military  aid.     I  ain  not, 
however,  entirely  without  hopes,  that  the  Nabob,  when  he 
sees  the  ivefficacy  of  further  opposition,  may  alter  his  conduct, 
I      and   prevent    the  confusion   and  disagreeable  canseqttences, 
^^Mihich  tvoTt/d  be  too  likely  to  rc.ttiU  from  the  prosecution  of  a 
^^gneasure  of  such  importance  without  his  concurrence.     His 
^KXxcellency  talks  of  going  to  Fyzabad,  for  the  purpose  here- 
^rtofore  mentioned,  in  three  ur  four  days ;  /  wish  he  may  be 
serious  in  his  intuntion,  and  you  may  rest  assured,  /  shall 
rpare  no  pains  takeejt  him  to  it." — And  further,  in  a  letter  of 
the  9th  of  December,  17S1 — "  I  had  the  honoiu-  to  addresa 
you  ou  the  7th  instant,  informing  you  of  the  conversation 
which  had  passed  between  the  Nabob  and  me,  on  the  subject 
of  resuming  the  jaghires,  and  the  step  I  had  tnken  in  con- 
sequence.    His  Excellency  appeared  to  be  very  mtKh  hurt 
^^■avd  incensed  at  the  measure  i  and  loitdly  complains  of  the 
^K^eachery  of  his  ministers ;  first,  in  giving  you  any  hopes,  that 
^^lucha  measure  tcovld  he  adopted;  and,  secondly,  in  their  prO' 
^Rnumi/  me  their  whole  support  in  carrying  it  through  :  but,  as 
^^  1  apprehend,  rather  than  suffer  it  to  appear,  tJuit  the  point 
had  been  carried  in  nppoxition  to  his  will,  he  at  length  yielded 
a  nominal  acquiescence,  and  has  this  day  issued  his  own  per- 
wannahs  to  tnat  efiect ;  declaring,  however,  at  the  same  time^ 
both  to  me  and  his  ministers,  that  it  is  an  act  of  compulsion, 
I   hope  to  be  able  in  a  few  days,  in  consequence  of  this 
measure,  to  transmit  you  an  account  of  the  actual  value  and 
produce  of  the  jaghireg,  opposed  to  the  nominal  amount,  at 
■which  they  stand  rated  on  the  books  of  the  sircar." 

XII. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  instead  of  expressing 
any  disapprobation  of  the  proceedings  aforesaid  in  violation 
of  the  rights  secured  by  treaty  with  the  mother  and  grand- 
mother of  the  reigning  prince  of  Oude,  and  not  less  in  viola- 
tion of  the  sovereign  rights  of  the  Nabob  himself,  did  by 
frequent  messages  etimuJate  the  said  Middleton  to  a  per- 
severance in,  and  to  a  rigorous  execution  of,  the  same ;  and 
in  his  letter  from  Benares  of  the  25th  December,  1781,  did 
"■  express  doubts  of  his  firmneBa  and  activity,  and  above  all, 
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of  Ilia  recollection  of  his  inBtruetions,  and  their  importance ; 
and  that,  if  he  could  not  rely  on  his  own  [power]  and  tlie 
meana  he  possessed  for  perlbrming  those  scrvieea,  lie  would 
free  him  [the  aaid  Middleton]  from  t/ie  charges,  and  would 
proceed  himtelf  to  LueknoWj  and  would  himself  undertake 
them."  J 

XIII.  ^ 

That  very  doubtfid.  credit  is  to  be  given  to  any  letters 
written  by  the  Baid  Middleton  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
when  they  answer  the  purposes,  which  the  said  Warren 
HiistiDga  had  evidently  in  view,  the  aaid  Middleton  having 
written  to  him  in  the  wllowiug  manner  from  Lucknow,  30ta 
December,  1781. 


XIV. 


"  My  dear  Sir, 

I  have  this  day  answered  your  public  letter  in  the  form 
Tfou  seem  to  expect.  I  hope  there  ia  nothing  in  it,  that  may 
appear  to  you  too  pointed.  If  you  tcish  the  matter  to  be 
otherwise  understood  than  I  have  taken  up  and  stated  it,  I 
need  not  say  I  shall  he  ready  to  confortii  to  whatever  i/mi  may 
prescribe,  and  to  take  upon  myself  any  share  of  the  blame  of 
the  {hitkertd)  non-performance  of  the  stipulations  made  on  be- 
half of  the  Nabob.  Though  I  do  assure  you,  1  myself  re- 
presented to  his  Excellency  and  the  ministers,  conceiving 
rt  to  be  your  desire,  that  the  apparent  assumption  of  the  reins 
of  his  government  (for  in  tlmt  light  he  undoubtedly  consi- 
dered it  at  the  first  view)  as  specified  in  the  agreement  ex- 
ecuted by  him,  was  not  meant  to  be  fully  and  literally  en- 
forced, but  that  it  was  necessary  yort  should  have  something 
to  show  on  your  side,  as  the  Company  were  deprived  of  a  be- 
nefit without  a  requital;  and  vpon  the  faith  of  this  assurance 
alone,  1  believe  I  may  safely  aliirni  his  Excellency's  objections 
t-o  signing  the  treaty  were  given  up.  If  i  have  understood 
the  matter  wrong,  or  misconceived  your  design,  I  am  truly 
sorry  for  it ;  however,  it  is  not  too  late  to  carreet  the  erro* ; 
and  I  am  ready  to  undertake,  and,  God  willing,  to  carry 
through,  whatever  you  may,  on  receipt  of  my  public  letter,  teU 
me  is  your  final  resolve. 


I 
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XT. 

That  it  appears,  but  on  his  the  said  Middleton's  sole  au- 
thority, in  a  letter  from  the  eaid  Mirldleton,  dated  Lucknow, 
2nd  December,  1781,  that  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  wishing  to 
evade  the  measuro  of  resuiuing  the  jaghirea  aforesaid,  did 
send  a  message  to  him,  purporting,  "that  if  the  measure 
proposed  was  intended  to  procure  the  payment  of  the  balance 
due  to  the  Company,  he  could  better,  and  more  expeditiously, 
effect  that  object  by  taking  from  his  mother  the  treasures  of 
bis  father,  which  he  did  aasert  to  be  in  her  hands,  and  to  which 
he  did  claim  a  right;  and  that  it  vrotild  be  sufficient,  that  he 
the  said  Ilastingd  icoidd  hint  his  opitiion  upon  it,  without  ffit>- 
ing  a  formnl  sanction  to  the  measure  proposed ;  and  that 
whatever  his  resolution  upon  the  subject  should  be,  it  woukl 
be  expedient  to  keep  it  secret ;  "  adding,  "  the  resumption  of 
the  jaghires  it  is  necessary  to  suspend  till  I  have  your  answer 
to  this  letter" 

XVI. 

That  it  does  not  appear,  that  the  said  Hastings  did  write 
any  letter  in  answer  to  the  proposal  of  the  said  Middleton, 
but  he,  the  said  Hastings,  did  communicate  his  pleasure 
thereon  to  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  being  then  at  Lucknow,  for  hia 
the  said  Jliddleton's  information;  and  it  does  appear,  that 
the  seizing  of  the  treasures  of  the  mother  of  the  Nabob, 
said  to  have  been  proposed  as  an  alternatit^e  by  the  said  Na- 
bob, to  prevent  the  resumption  of  the  jaghires,  was  deter- 
inined  upon  and  ordered  bv  the  said  Hastings  ;  and  that  the 
resumption  of  the  said  jaghires,  for  the  ransom  of  which  the 
seizing  of  the  treasures  was  proposed,  was  also  directed  ;  not 
one  only,  but  both  sides  of  the  alternative  being  enforced 
upon  the  female  parents  of  the  Nabob  aforesaid,  although 
both  the  one  and  the  other  had  been  secured  to  them  by  a 
treaty  with,  the  East  India  Company. 


IXVIIT. 


I  See  Oilg. 


I 


That  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  knight,  bis  Majesty's  chief  justice 
at  Fort  William,  did  undertake  a  journey  of  nine  hundred 
miles,  from  Calcutta  to  Lucknow,  on  pretence   of  health 
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and  pleasure  ;  "but  was  m.  reality  in  the  secret  of  these  aai} 
other  irregular  transactions,  and  employed  as  a  channel  of 
coufidential  coninuinication  therein.  And  the  said  "Warren 
Hastings,  by  preauming  to  employ  the  said  chief  justice,  a 
person  particularly  unfit  for  an  agent,  in  the  transaction  of 
affairs,  primd  facie  at  least  unjust,  violent,  and  oppressive, 
contrary  to  public  faith,  and  to  the  sentiments  and  law  of 
nature,  and  vrhich  he  the  said  Hastings  was  sensible  "  cotdd 
not  fad  to  draw  obloquy  on  himself  by  hia  participation," 
did  disCTace  the  king's  commission,  and  render  odious  to 
the  natives  of  Hindoatau  the  justice  of  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain.  J 

XIX.  1 

That  althougli  the  said  "Warren  Hastings  waa  from  the 
beginning  duly  informed  of  tho  violence  offered  to  the  per- 
sonal inclinations  of  the  Nabob  in  the  "  apparent  assump- 
tion of  the  reins  of  hie  government"  for  the  porpoaes  afore- 
said, yet,  more  than  two  years  after,  he  did  write  to  hia 
private  agent,  Major  Palmer,  that  is  to  say,  in  hia  letter  of 
the  6th  of  May,  1783,  "  that  it  has  been  a  matter  of  cqiml 
surprise  and  concern  to  liiui  to  learn  from  the  letters  of  the 
resident,  that  the  Nabob  vizier  was  with  difficulty,  and  al- 
most unconquerable  reluctance,  induced  to  give  hia  consent  to 
the  attachment  of  the  treasure  deposited  by  his  father  under 
tlie  charge  of  the  begum  his  mother,  aud  to  the  resumption 
of  her  jaghire,  and  the  other  jaghires  of  tho  indivHduala  of 
his  family  ;"  which  pretence  of  ignorance  of  the  Nabob's 
inclinations  is  fictitious  and  groundless.  But  whatever  de- 
ception ho  might  pretend  to  be  in  concerning  the  original 
intention  of  the  Nabob,  ho  was  not,  nor  did  he  pretend  to 
be,  ignorant  of  hia,  the  Nabob's,  reluctance  to  proceed  in  the 
said  measures  ;  but  did  admit  his  knowledge  of  the  Nabob's 
reluctance  to  their  full  ciecution,  and  yet  did  justify  the 
Bamo  as  follows  :  J 

XX  ^ 

"  I  desire,  that  you  will  inform  him  (the  T^Tabob)  that  in 
these  and  the  other  measures,  which  were  either  proposed 
by  hira,  or  received  hia  concurrence  in  the  agreement  passed 
between  us  at  Chunar,  I  neither  had  nor  could  have  any  ub« 


ject  but  his  relief,  and  the  strengtfiening  of  his  connexion  tPtth 
the  Company ;  and  that  1  should  not  on  any  other  ground 
have  exposed  myself  to  the  personal  obloquy,  which  they  could 
not  fail  to  draw  upon  me  by  my  particijmtion  in  them,  but 
left  him  to  regulate,  by  his  own  discretion,  and  by  his  ovm 
means,  the  economy  of  his  nwn  finances,  and,  with  vtiich  mor* 
cause,  the  assertion  of  his  domestic  right.  In  these  he  had  no 
regtdar  claim  to  my  interference;  nor  had  I,  in  my  public  cha- 
racter, any  claim  upon  him,  but  for  the  payment  ot  debt  then 
due  from  him  to  the  Company,  although  I  was  under  the 
strongest  obligations  to  require  it  for  the  relief  of  the  press- 
iug  exigencies  of  their  affairs. — He  will  well  remember  the 
manner,  in  ivhieb,  at  a  visit  to  him  in  hia  own  t«nt,  I  de- 
clared my  acquiescence  freely,  and  without  hesitation,  to 
each  proposition,  which  afterwards  formed  the  substance  of 
a  written  agreement,  aa  he  sererally  made  them ;  and  he  can 
want  no  other  evidence  of  my  motives  for  so  cheerful  a  con- 
tent, nor  for  the  requests,  which  I  added  aa  the  means  of 
fulfllliug  his  purposes  in  them.  Hnd  he  not  made  these 
measures  his  own  option,  I  should  not  have  proposed  them  ; 
but  having  once  adopted  them,  and  made  them  the  conditions 
of  a  formal  and  sacred  agreement,  I  had  no  longer  an  option 
to  dispense  loith  them,  but  ii^as  bound  tn  the  complete  perform- 
ance and  execution  of  them,  as  points  of  public  duty,  and  of 
national  faith,  for  which  I  was  respo/mble  in  my  king,  and 
the  Company  my  immediate  superiors ;  and  this  teas  the  rea- 
son for  my  insisting  on  their  performnnce  and  execution,  when 
Z  was  told,  that  tke  Nabob  himself  had  relaxed  from  his  ori- 
ginal purpose,  and  expressed  a  reluctance  to  proceed  in  it" 

XXI. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  does  admit,  that  the  Na^ 
bob  had  originally  no  regular  claim  upon  him  for  hia  inter- 
ference, or  he  any  claim  on  the  Nabob,  which  might  entitle 
him  to  interfere  in  the  Nabob's  domestic  concerns  ;  yet,  in 
order  to  justify  hia  eo  invidious  an  interference,  he  did,  in 
the  letter  aforesaid,  give  a  false  account  of  the  said  treaty, 
■which  (as  before  mentioned)  did  nothing  more  than  give  a 
oermission  to  the  Nabob  to  resume  the  jaghires,  if  HE 
should  judge  the  same  to  be  necessary ;  and  did  thereforo 
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leave  the  rierht  of  dispensing  witb  the  whole,  or  any  part 
thereof,  as  much  in  his  option  after  the  treaty,  as  it  was  be- 
fore ;  the  dechired  intent  of  the  article  being  only  to  reraoTe 
the  restraint  of  the  Company's  guarantee  forbidding  such  re- 
Bumption,  but  furuiehing  nothing,  which  could  authorize 
putting  that  resumption  into  the  hands  and  power  of  the 
Company,  to  be  enforced  at  their  discretion.  And  with  re- 
gard to  the  other  part  of  the  spoil  made  by  order  of  the  said 
HastingB,  and  by  him,  in  the  letter  aforesaid,  stated  to  be 
made  equally  against  the  will  of  the  Nabob,  namely,  that 
which  waa  committed  on  the  personal  and  moveable  property 
of  the  female  parents  of  the  Nabob,  uothijig  whatsoever  in 
relation  to  the  same  ia  stipulated  in  the  said  pretended 
treaty. 

XXII. 


I 


That  the  said  Hastings,  in  asserting  that  he  was  bound  tci 
the  a,cts  aforesaid  by  public  duty,  and  even  by  national  faith, 
in  the  very  instance  ia  which  that  national  faith  was  by  him 
groaely  violated ;  and  in  justifying  himself  by  alleging,  that 
he  was  bound  to  the  complete  execution  by  a  responsibility 
to   the   Company,  wliich   he  immediately  served ;   and  by 
asserting,  that  these  violent  and  rapacious  proceedings,  sub- 
jecting all  persons  concerned  in  them  to  obloquy,  would  be 
the  means  of  strengthening  the  connexion  of  the  Nabob 
with  the  British  united  company  of  merchants  trading  to 
the  East  Indies  ;  did  disgrace  the  authority,  under  which  he 
immediately  acted.     And  that  the  said  Hastings,  in  justify--^! 
ing  his  obiigationa  to  the  said  acts  by  a  responsibility  to  " 
the  king,  namely,  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  did  endeavour 
to  throw  upon  his  Majesty,  his  lawful  sovereign,  (whose  ^ 
name  and  character  he  was  boimd  to  respect,  and  to  preserva^f 
in  estimation  witli  all  persons,  and  particularly  with  tho^^ 
sovereign  princes,  the  allies  of  bis  government,)  the  disgrace 
and  odium  of  the  aforesaid  acts,  in  which  a  sovereign  prince 
was  by  Mm,  the  said  Hastings,  made  an  inBtruraent  of  per- 
fidy, wrong,  and  outrage  to  two  mothers  and  wives  of  sove- 
reign princes ;   and  in  which  he  did  ezhibit  to  aU  Asia  (a 
country  remarkable  for  the  utmost  devotion  to  parental  au- 
♦;hority)  the  spectacle  of  a  Christian  governor,  representing  4 
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Christian  sovereign,  compelling  a  boh  to  become  the  instru- 
ment of  such  violence  and  extortion  against  hia  own  mother. 
That  the  said  Wnrren  Hastings,  bj  repeated  messages 
and  iniunctioii3f  and  under  menaces  of  "  a  dreadful  responsi- 
bility, did  urge  the  resident  to  a  completion  of  thia  barbar- 
0U8  act ;  and  well  knowing  that  such  an  act  would  probablv 
"be  resisted,  did  order  him  theeaid  resident  to  use  the  British 
troops  iindor  hia  direction  for  that  puqjoae  ;  and  did  offer 
the  assistance  of  further  forces,  urging  the  execution  in  the 
following  peremptory  terms :  you  yourse//"  must  ,5,1^  d^c  n&i 
be  personally  present ;  you  must  not  allow  ant/ 
negotiation  or  forbearance ;  but  must  prosecute  both  eer- 
vices,  until  the  begums  (princesses)  are  at  the  entire  mercy 
of  the  Nabob." 

I  xxin. 


That  in  conformity  to  the  eaid  peremptory 

ivith 
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orders,  a  party  of  British  and  other  troops,  wi 
the  Nabob  in  the  ostensible,  and  the  British  resident  in  the 
real,  command,  were  drawn  towards  the  city  of  Fyzabad,  in 
the  eaatle  of  which  city  the  mother  and  grandmother  of  the 
Nabob  had  their  residence  ;  and  after  expending  two  days  in 
negotiation,  (the  particulars  of  which  do  not  appear,)  the 
resident  not  receiving  the  satisfaction  he  looked  for,  the 
town  i\aa  first  stormed, and  afterwards  the  castle ;  and  httlo 
or  no  resistance  being  made,  and  no  blood  being  shed  on 
either  side,  the  British  troops  occupied  all  the  outer  enclo- 
Bure  of  the  palace  of  one  of  the  priucessea,  and  blocked  up 
the  other. 

1  XZIY. 

f  That  thia  violent  assault,  and  forcible  occupation  of  their 
houses,  and  the  further  extremitiea  they  had  to  apprehend, 
did  not  prevail  on  the  female  parents  of  the  Nabob  to  con- 
sent to  any  submission,  imtil  the  resident  sent  in  unto  them 
a  letter  from  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  (no  copy  jg,^  j^^  jygj 
of  which  appears,)  declaring  himself  no  longer 
bound  by  the  guarantee,  and  containing  such  other  matter 
as  tended  to  remove  all  their  hopea,  whioh  seemed  to  be  cen- 

,  tred  in  British  fiuth. 
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That  the  chief  officers  of  their  household,  -who  were  their 
treasurers  and  confidential  agents,  the  eunuchs  Jewar  Ali 
Khau  and  Behar  Ali  Khiu,  persona  of  great  eminence,  rank, 
and  distinction,  who  had  heen  in  high  trust  and  favour  with 
the  late  Nabob,  were  ignominiously  put  into  confinement 
under  an  inferior  officer,  in  order  to  extort  the  discovery  of 
the  treaaurea  and  effects  committed  to  their  care  and  fidelit)% 
And  the  said  Middleton  did  soon  after,  that  is  to  sa^',  on  the 
12th  of  January,  1782,  deliver  them  over  for  the  same  pvu*- 
poae  into  the  custody  of  Captain  Neal  Stuart,  commanding 
the  8th  regiment,  by  his  order  given  in  the  following  words : 
"  To  be  kept  in  close  and  secure  confinement,  admitting  of 
no  intercourse  with  them,  excepting  by  their  four  menial 
servants,  who  are  authorized  to  attend  them  until  further 
orders.  You  will  allow  them  to  have  any  necessary  and 
convenience,  which  may  be  consistent  with  a  strict  guard 
over  thenL" 


* 
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That  in  conaequence  of  these  severities  upon  herself,  and 
on  those  whom  she  most  regarded  and  tnistod,  the  mother  of 
the  said  Nabob  did  at  length  consent  to  the  delivering  up  of 
her  treasures,  and  the  same  were  paid  to  the  resident,  to  the 
amount  of  the  bond  given  by  the  N'abob  to  the  Company  for 
'his  balance  of  the  year  1779-80,  and  the  said  txeasure  '*  was 
taken  from  the  moat  secret  recesses  in  the  houses  of  the  two 
eunuchs." 


XXVII. 


That  the  Nabob  continuing  stiU  under  the  pressure  of  & 
further  pretended  debt  to  the  Company  for  his  balance  of 
the  year  1780-Sl,  the  resident,  not  Batiafied  with  the  seizure 
of  the  estates  and  treasures  of  his  parents  aforesaid,  although 
he  the  said  resident  did  confess,  that  the  princess  mother 
"  had  declared,  with  apparent  (rufk,  that  she  had  delivered 
up  tfie  ivhole  of  the  prnpertt/  in  ktr  hands,  excepting  goods, 
which  from  the  experieueej  which  he  the  resident  had,  of  the 
tmaU  produce  of  ttie  sales  of  a  former  payment  made  by  her 
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JD.  that  mode,  lie  did  refuse,  and  that  in  bia  opinion  it  cerw 
taiuly  would  have  amounted  to  little  or  nothing  ;"  did  pn> 
feed  to  extort  another  gi-eut  Bum  of  moneVj  tkiit  ia  k)  say, 
the  8uin  of  £120,000  sterling,  on  account  of  the  last  pre- 
tended balance  aforesaid.  In  order  therefore  to  compel  the 
said  ministera  and  treaaurera  either  to  diafcreas  their  pruiti- 
pals  by  extorting  whatever  valuable  substance  might,  by  any 
possibility,  remain  concealed,  or  to  furnish  the  said  sum  from 
[•their  own  eistates,  or  from  their  credit  Avith  their  friends,  he, 
the  resident,  did  order  their  iraprtsonmeut  to  be  aggravated 
■with  circumstances  of  great  cruelty,  giving  an  order  to 
liieutenaut  Francis  Kutledge,  dated  20t;h  January,  1782,  in 
the  following  words : 

XXYIII, 
"Sir, 

When  this  note  is  delivered  to  yon  by  Hoolaa  Koy, 
I  have  to  desire,  that  you  order  the  two  prisoners  to  be  put 
in  irons,  keejnng  them  from  all  food,  ^c.^  agreeable  to  my 
instructions  of  yesterday. 

(Signed)         "  Nath.  Middlcton." 


XXIX. 


That  by  the  said  unjust  and  rigorous  proceeding  the  said 
eutiueha  were  eoiupelled  to  give  then"  engagement  for  the 
payment  of  £120,000  sterling  aforesaid,  to  be  completed 
within  the  period  of  one  mouth  ;  but  after  they  had  entered 
into  the  said  compulsor}^  engagenvent,  they  were  still  kept  in 
close  imprisonment,  and  the  mother  and  grandmother  of  the 
Nabob  were  themselves  held  under  a  strict  guai'd ;  although, 
at  the  same  time,  the  coniiscated  estates  were  actually  in  the 
Company's  possession,  and  found  to  exceed  the  amount  of 
what  they  were  rated  nt  in  the  general  list  of  Let,„j  from 
rconfiscated  estates;  and  although  the  assistant  Mr. MWdieton, 
'resident  Johnson  did  confess,  "  that  the  object  of 
distressing  the  bhow  hegum  was  merely  to  obtaui  a  ready' 
mo7iey,  instead  of  a  dilatory^  pai/ment,  and  that  this  ready- 
money  pa\nnent,  if  not  paid,  was  recoverable  in  the  course  of 
a  few  months  upon  the  jaghirea  in  his  possession  ;  and  that 
therefore  it  was  not  -Jvorth  proceeding  to  any  eitremitiea 
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beyond  the  one  described,  (namely,  tbe  confine- 
ment of  the  princesses,  and  the  imprisonmenj 
and  fettering  of  their  ministera,)  upon  so  re- 
Bpectable  a  family." 


Lneknow, 

t2nd  July, 

17S2. 
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That  after  the  surrender  of  the  treasure,  and  the  passing' 
the  bonds  and  obligations  given  as  aforesaid,  the  resident 
having  been  strictly  ordered  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
not  to  make  any  settlement  whatsoever  with  the  said  women 
of  high  rank,  the  Nabob  was  induced  to  leave  tbe  city  of 
Fyzabad  without  taking  leave  of  his  mother,  or  showing  her 
any  mark  of  duty  or  ci\Tlity.  And  on  the  same  day  the 
resident  left  the  city  aforesaid ;  and  after  his  return  to 
Lucknow,  in  order  to  pacify  the  said  Hastings,  who  appeared 
to  resent,  that  the  Nabob  was  not  urged  to  greater  degrees 
of  rigour  than  those  hitherto  used  towards  his  mother,  he 
the  said  resident  did,  in  his  tetter  of  the  6th  February,  give 
him  an  assurance  in  the  following  words : — "  I  shall,  as  yoa 
direct,  use  my  influence  to  dissuade  his  Excellency  from  con- 
cluding any  sttthmeni  uutQ  I  have  your  further  commands." 


I 
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That  the  payment  of  the  bond  last  extorted  from  the 
eunuchs  was  soon  after  commenced,  and  the  grandmother, 
as  well  as  the  mother,  were  now  compelled  to  deliver  what 
they  declared  was  the  extent  of  the  whole  of  both  their  pos- 
Bessions,  including  down  to  their  table  utetisils ;  which,  as 
the  resident  admitted,  "they  had  been,  and  were  still  de- 
livering, and  that  no  proof  had  yet  been  obtained  of  their 
having  more." 


I 
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That  bullion,  jewels,  and  goods,  to  the  amount  of  five  huu' 
dred  thousand  pounds  and  upwards,  were  actually  received 
by  the  resident  for  the  use  of  the  Company,  before  the  23rd 
of  February,  1782 ;  and  there  remained  on  the  said  extorted 
bond  no  more  than  about  £25,000  according  to  the  state- 
ment of  tbe  eunuchs,  and  not  above  fil'ty  thousand  according 
*"  that  made  by  the  resident. 
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That  in  this  advanced  state  of  the  delivery  of  foe  eitorted 
tre'asure,  the  ministers  of  the  womeu  aforesaid  of  the  reign- 
ing family  did  apply  to  Cnptatii  Leonard  Jaques,  under 
whose  custody  they  were  cotmned,  to  be  iid'ormed  of  the  de. 
ficieney,  with  which  they  stood  charged,  that  they  might  en- 
deavour, with  the  assistance  of  their  friends,  to  provide  for 
the  same,  and  praying  that  they  might,  through  his  media- 
tion, be  freed  iroiu  the  hardshipB  they  sudered  under  their 
confinement ;  to  wJiich  application  they  received  au  insolent 
answer  from  the  said  Eichard  Johnson,  dated  I'ehruary  27th, 
1782,  declaring,  that  part  of  what  he  had  received  in  payment 
was  ki  jewels  and  bullion ;  and  that  more  than  a  month,  the 
time  filed  for  the  final  payment,  would  elapse  before  he  could 
dispose  of  the  same ;  insisting  upon  a  ready -money  payment, 
and  assuring  them,  •'  that  the  day  on  which  their  agreement 
expired,  he  should  he  indigpensably  obliged  to  recommence 
severities  upon  them,  until  the  last  farthing  was  fnlly  paid." 
And  in  order  to  add  to  their  terrors  and  hardships,  as  well 
as  to  find  some  pretest  for  the  further  cruel  and  inhiiinau 
acts  intended,  an  apparently  groundless  and  uijnrioua  charge 
was  Buggeated  to  the  imprisoned  miniatera  aluresaid,  in  the 
following  words : — ■"  You  may  also  mention  to  them,  that  1 
have  reason  to  suspect,  that  the  commotions  raised  by  Bul- 
Ihidder  have  not  been  "ftithout  their  suggestion  and  abet- 
tunt,  which,  if  proved  upon  them,  in  addition  to  the  proba- 
Ue  breach  of  their  agreement,  will  make  their  situation  very 
detperate." 

XXUV. 

That  on  the  receipt  of  the  said  letter,  that  is,  on  the  2nd 
March,  the  ministers  aforesaid  did  avor,  that  they  were  net 
ible  to  obtain  cash  in  lieu  of  the  jewels  and  other  etfects ; 
Wt  that  if  the  goods  were  sold,  and  they  released  from  their 
confinement,  and  permitted  (as  they  have  before  requested) 
^  go  abroad  among  their  friends,  they  could  soon  make  good 
tte  deficiency ;  and  they  did  absolutely  deny  "  that  they  had 
toy  hand  in  the  commotions  raised  by  Bulbudderj  or  any 
«nd  of  correspondence  with  him  or  hia  adherent!, " 

VOL.    IV.  K 
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That  the  prisonera  aforesaid  did  shortly  after,  that  18 
say,  on  the  13th  March,  a  third  time  renew  their  application 
to  Kathaiiiel  Mvddletou,  Esquire,  the  reeident,  and  did  re- 
quest, that  the  jewels  remaining  in  hia  the  said  resident's 
hands,  towards  the  payment  of  the  halance  remaining,  "  might 
he  valued  by  four  or  five  eminent  merchants,  Muasulmen 
and  Hiudfls,  upon  oath;"  and  that  if  any  balance  should 
afterwards  appear,  they  would  upon  their  release  get  their 
friends  to  advance  the  same :  and  they  did  again  represent 
the  hardHhip  of  their  impriaonmeat,  and  pray  for  relief;  and 
did  again  assert,  that  the  imputations  thrown  upon  them  by 
the  said  Kichard  Johnson  were  false  and  groimdless ;  "  that 
thev  had  no  kind  of  intercourse,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
witii  the  authors  of  the  commotions  alluded  to,  and  that 
they  did  stake  their  lives  upon  the  smallest  proof  thereof 
being  brought."  |H 

XXXYI.  " 

That,  instead  of  their  receiving  any  answer  to  any'of  the 
aforesaid  reasonable  propositions,  concerning  either  the  ac- 
count stated,  or  the  crimes  imputed  to  them,  or  any  relief 
from  the  hardahips  they  suffered,  he  the  resident  Middleton 
did,  on  the  ISth  of  the  said  inonth,  give  to  the  officer,  who 
had  Bupplieated  in  favour  of  the  said  prisoners,  an  order,  in 
which  he  declared  himself  "  under  the  disagreeable  necessity 
of  recurring  to  severities,  to  enforce  the  said  payment ;  and 
that  this  is  therefore  to  desire  that  you  immediately  cause 
them  to  be  put  in  irons,  and  keep  them  so  until  I  shall  arrive  at 
Pyzabad  to  take  further  measures  as  may  be  necessary." 
Which  order  being  received  at  Eyzabad  the  day  after  it  was 
given,  the  said  eunuchs  were  a  second  time  thro\m  into 
irons.  And  it  appears,  that  (probably  in  resentment  for  the 
humane  representations  of  the  said  Captain  .Taques)  the 
resident  did  refuse  to  pay  for  the  fetters,  and  other  con- 
tingent charges  of  the  imprisonment  of  the  said  minister  of 
the  Nabob's  mother,  when  at  the  same  time  very  liberal  con- 
tingent allowances  were  made  to  other  officers ;  and  the  said 
■raquoa  did  strongly  remonstrate  against  the  same  as  follows ; 
— "  You  have  also  ordered  me  to  put  the  prisonera  in  irons 
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— ttiB  I  have  done:  yet  as  I  have  bo  business  to  purcliase 
fetters,  or  supplv  them  any  other  vay,  it  ia  but  reasonable 
that  you  ehoulJ  order  me  to  be  reimbursed.  And  whj 
ehould  I  add  anything  more  ?  A  late  commander  at  this 
phvce,  1  am  told,  draws  near  as  many  thousands  monthly 
contingencies,  as  my  trifling  letter  for  hundreds.  However, 
if  you  cannot  get  my  hill  paid,  he  so  obliging  as  to  return  it ; 
and  give  me  an  opportunity  of  declaring  to  the  world,  that 
I  believe  I  am  tne  first  officer  in  the  Company's  service, 
who  has  suffered  in  hia  property  by  an  independent  com- 
mand." 

XXXVII. 

That,  in  about  two  months  after  the  said  prisoners  had 
continued  in  irons  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  the  officer  on 
guard,  in  a  letter  of  the  18th  Jlay,  did  represent  to  the  resi- 
nent  as  follows : — "  The  prisoners,  Baher  and  Jewar  Ally 
Khein,  Mho  eeem  to  be  very  sickly,  have  requested  their  irons 
might  be  taken  off  for  a  few  days,  that  they  might  take 
medicine,  and  walk  about  the  garden  of  the  place  where  they 
are  confined.  Now,  as  I  am  sure  diet/  wilt  he  equally  as  ar- 
cure  ■without  iheir  irons  as  irith  them,  1  think  it  my  duty  to 
inform  you  of  this  request :  I  desire  to  know  your  pleasure 
concerning  it."  To  which  letter  the  said  officer  did  receive 
a  direct  refusal,  dated  22nd  May,  1782,  in  the  following 
words : — "  1  am  sorry  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  comply  with 
your  proposal  of  easing  the  prisoners  tor  a  few  days  of  their 
fetters.  Much  as  my  humanity  may  he  touched  by  their 
sufferings,  I  should  think  it  inexpedient  to  afford  them  any 
alleviation  while  they  persist  in  a  breach  of  their  contract 
with  me ;  and  indeecf  no  indulgence  can  be  shown  them 
without  the  authority  of  the  Nabob,  who,  instead  of  consent- 
ing to  moderate  the  rigours  of  their  situation,  would  be  most 
wuling  to  raidtiply  them."  Endeavouring  to  join  the  Na- 
bob, whom  he  well  knew^  to  be  reluctant  in  the  whole  pro- 
ceeding, as  a  party  in  the  cruelties,  by  which,  through  tho 
Inedium  of  her  servants,  it  was  intended  to  coerce  his  mother. 

XXXTIII. 

That  the  said  resident,  in  a  few  days  after,  that  is  to  say, 
on  the  Ist  June,  1782,  in  a  letter  to  Major  GUpin,  in  com- 

X  i 
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jiand  at  FyzabaJ,  did  order  the  accomit,  as  by  himself  stated, 
to  be  read  to  the  prisoners  ;  and,  without  taking  any  notice 
of  their  propoaal  concerning  the  valuation  of  the  effects,  or 
their  denial  of  the  offences  imputed  to  them,  to  demand  a 
positive  answer  relative  to  the  payment ;  and,  "  upon  re- 
ceiving from  them  a  negative  or  nn satisfactory  reply,  to  in- 
form them,  that,  all  further  negotiation  being  at  an  end,  they 
must  prepare  for  their  removal  to  Lueknow,  where  they 
would  be  called  upon  to  answer  not  only  their  recent  breactt 
of  faith  and  solemn  engagement,  but  alao  to  atone  for  other 
heavy  offeucea ;  the  punishment  of  which,  m  had  frequently 
been  eigiiiJied  to  theni,  it  was  in  their  power  to  have  miti- 
f^ated  by  a  proper  acquittal  of  themselves  in  this  transac- 
tion." By  which  insinuations  concerning  the  pretended 
nffencea  of  tlie  said  unhappy  peraons,  and  the  manner  by 
/hich  they  tvere  to  atone  for  the  same,  and  by  their  never 
having  been  specifically  and  directly  made,  it  doth  appear, 
that  the  said  crimes  and  oflbncea  were  charged  for  the  pur- 
pose of  extorting  money,  and  not  upon  principles,  or  for  thfl 
ends,  of  justice. 

XXXIX. 


That  after  some  ineffectual  negotiations  to  make 
prisoners  pay  the  money,  which  it  doea  not  appear  to  have 
been  in  their  power  to  pay,  they  were  again  threatened  by  the 
resident,  in  a  letter  to  Major  Gilpin,  dated  9th  June,  1782, 
in  the  follo-vving  terms : — "  I  wish  you  to  explain  once  more 
to  the  prisoners  the  imprudence  and  foUy  of  their  conduct 
in  forcing  me  to  a  measure,  which  must  be  attended  with 
consequences  so  very  serious  to  them ;  and  that,  when  once 
they  are  removed  to  Lueknow,  it  will  not  be  in  my  power  to 
show  them  mercy,  or  to  stand  between  them  and  the  venge- 
ance of  the  Nabob.  Advise  them  to  reflect  seriously  upon 
the  unhappy  situation,  in  which  they  wiU  be  involved  in  one 
case,  and  the  relief  it  will  be  in  my  power  to  procure  them, 
in  the  other ;  and  let  them  make  their  option." 


XL. 


That  he,  the  said  resident,  did  also,  at  the  same  time,  re- 
ceive a  letter  from  the  princess  mother,  which  letter  does  not 
appear,  but  to  which  only  the  following  insolent  return  was 
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made ;  fhat  is  to  say,  "  the  letter  from  the  bhow  begum  is  no 
ways  Batisfoctory,  and  1  cannot  think  of  returniBg  an  answer 
to  it.  Indeed  all  correspondence  between  the  begum  and  me 
has  long  been  stopped  ;  and  1  request  jou  will  be  pleased  to 
inform  her,  that  1  by  no  means  wish  to  resume  it,  or  to  main 
tain  any  friendly  intercourse  with  her,  luitil  she  haa  made 
good  my  claim  upon  her  for  the  balance  due." 

XLI. 

That  in  consequence  of  these  threats,  and  to  prevent  a 
paration  of  the  ministera  from  their  mistresses,  several 
ilans  for  the  payment  of  the  balance  were  oiTered  both  by 
be  mother  of  the  Nabob,  and  the  prisoners,  to  which  no 
jther  objection  appears  to  have  been  made,  than  the  length 
of  time  required  by  the  parties  to  discharge  the  compara- 
tively amall  remainder  of  the  extorted  bond ;  the  jj^^j^,,  onpfa's 
officer  on  command  declaring,  tbat,  conlbrmably  leitfr.  isth 
to  his  instructions,  he  could  not  receive  the  same.     ""*'    * ' 


r  xLii. 

That  the  prisoners  were  actually  removed  from  the  city  of 
their  residence  to  the  city  of  Lucknow,  where  they  arrived 
on  the  24th  of  June,  17S2,  and  were,  on  the  next  day,  threat- 
ened ^vith  severities,  "  to  make  them  discover  where  the 
"balance  might  be  procui-able."  And  on  the  28th,  it  should 
Beem,  that  the  severities,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  were  in- 
flicted, at  least  upon  one  of  them  ;  for  the  assistant  resident, 
Jolinson,  did,  on  that  day,  write  to  Captain  Waugh,  the 
officer  commanding  the  guard,  the  letter  following,  full  of 
disgrace  to  the  honour,  justice,  and  humanity  of  the  British 
nation. 


XLni. 


*'Sir, 


The  Nabob  having  determined  to  inflict  corporal 
punishment  upon  the  prisoners  under  your  guard,  this  is  to 
desire,  that  his  officers,  when  they  shall  come,  may  have  free 
access  tf>  the  prisoners,  and  be  permitted  to  do  with  them  eu 
ikey  shall  see  proper,  only  taking  care,  that  they  leave  them 
always  under  your  charge." 


aid 
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Mr.  Johnion'i. 
tetter,  '.)th 
July,  17B2. 


XLIV. 

Tlmt  the  said  Eicliard  JolitiaoTi  did,  further  to 
terrily  the  prisoners,  atid  to  extort  by  all  way« 
tlie  remainder  of  the  aaid  uTijuet,  oppreseive,  and 
rapacious  demand,  threaten  to  remove  them  out  of  the  Na- 
bob's dominions  into  the  castle  of  Churna^ir,  in  order  for 
ever  to  separate  them  from  their  prineipala,  and  deprive 
both  of  their  reciprocal  protection  and  services,  and  did 
Mr.  joTinson'a  Order  ft  further  guard  to  be  pnt  on  the  palace  of 
Idler,  4IU  the  grandmother  of  the  Nabob,  an  ally  of  the 
"  ^" '  ■  Company,  and  to  prevent  the  entrance  of  the 
provisions  to  her,  (which  order  relative  to  the  guard  only 
was  executed,)  and  did  use  sundry  unworthy  and  insult- 
ing menaces  both  with  regard  to  herself  and  to  her  principal 
ministera.  ■ 


XLY. 


Major  Gilpin's 
leUer,  Gtb 

July,  mi. 

Mr.  Jolintan'i 
letter,  Z3n(l 
July,  1782. 


That  a  proposal  was  soon  after  made  by  the 
aaid  priticesa  and  her  daughter-in-law,  praying, 
that  their  ministers  aforesaid  should  be  returned 
to  Fyzabad,  and  offering  to  raise  a  sum  of  money 
on  that  condition ;  as  also  that  they  would  re- 
move from  one  of  their  palaces,  whilst  the  English  uere  to 
be  permitted  to  search  the  other.  But  the  assistant  resident 
Johnson  did,  instead  of  a  compliance  with  the  former  of 
these  propositions,  send  the  following  orders,  dated  23rd 
July,  17S2,  to  the  officer  commanding  the  guard  on  the 
niiniatera  aforesaid :  "  Some  violent  demands  having  been 
made  for  the  release  of  the  prisoners,  it  is  necessary,  that 
every  possible  precaution  be  taken  for  their  security  ;  you 
will  therefore  be  pleased  to  be  very  strict  in  guarding  them; 
and  I  herewith  send  another  pair  of  fetters  to  be  added  to 
those  now  upon  the  prisoners."  And  in  answer  to  the  second 
proposition,  the  aaid  resident  did  reply  in  the  followng 
terms :  *'  The  proposal  of  evacuating  one  palace,  that  it  may 
he  searched,  and  then  evacuating  the  next,  upon  the  same 
principle,  ia  apparently  fair ;  but  it  is  well  known,  in  the 
tu'Bt  place,  that  such  bricked-up,  or  otherwise  hidden,  tre»« 
auro  is  not  to  be  hit  upon  in  a  day  without  a  guide,  I  have 
therefore  informed  tha   Nabob  of  this  proposal,  and  if  ll 
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matter  is  to  be  reduced  to  a  search,  he  will  go  himself  with 
Buch  people  as  he  may  poaaess  for  information,  togetlier 
with  the  pnaouers ;  and  when  iu  possesaion  of  the  j;,'rouud, 
by  punishing  the  prisoners,  or  by  sueh  other  means  as  he  mat/ 
find  most  effectual  to  forward  a  suecessful  search  upon  the 
Bpot,  he  will  avail  himself  of  the  proposal  made  by  the  bhow 
begum." 

XLYI. 

That,  probably  from  the  Nabob's  known  and  avowed  re- 
luctance to  lend  himaelf  to  the  perpetration  oi'  the  oppressive 
and  iuiquitouB  proceedings  of  the  repreaentative  of  tlio 
British  government,  the  scandalous  plan  aforesaid  was  not 
carried  into  execution ;  and  all  the  rigoura  practised  upon 
the  chief  ministera  of  the  ladies  aforesaid  at  Lurkuovv  being 
found  ineffectual,  and  the  priucesa  mother  having  declared 
herself  ready  to  deliver  up  everything  valuable  in  her  pos- 
Bession,  which  Baher  Ally  Khan,  one  of  her  confidential 
ministers  aforesaid,  only  could  come  at,  the  said  chan^je  of 
prison  was  agreed  to ;— but  not  until  the  Nabob's  mother 

aforesaid  had  ciimsed  to  pny  for  the  said  chanire  ^.,  ,  . 

c       ■  1.-  I.        li.  J  1       /  Major  Gilpln'i 

of  prison  a  sum  oi  ten  tnovisand  pounds,  (one  letters,  i«tb 

halt  of  wluch  was  paid  on  the  return  of  the  g^'^Js''*"' 
cunuchB,)  and  that  "  ahe  would  ransack  the  Ze- 
nana (women's  apartments)  for  kiucobs,  muslina,  clothes^ 
Ac.  &e.  &c.,  and  that  she  would  even  allow  a  deduction  from 
the  annual  allowance  made  to  her  for  her  subsistence  in  lieu 
of  her  jaghire." 

[  XLVII. 

That  soon  after  the  return  of  the  aforesaid  ^i^j^,  ciipin's 
ministers  to  the  place  of  their  imprisonment  at  ie"er.  istii 
Fyzabad,  bonds  for  tho  five  thousand  pounds  "^^^' 
aforesaid,  and  goods,  estimated,  according  to  the  valuation 
of  a  merchant  appointed  to  value  the  same,  at  tlie  sum  of 
forty  thousaud  pounds,  even  allowing  them  to  sell  greatly 
under  their  value,  were  delivered  to  the  commanding  officer 
at  Fyzabad  ;  and  the  said  commanding  officer  did  promise  to 
the  tegum  to  visit  Lucknow  with  such  proposals  as  ho  hoped 
would  secure  the  muall  balance  of  fifteen  tnouaand  pounds 
remaining  of  the  unjust  exaction  aforesaid.  Bui  the  said  rf 
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sident  Middleton  did,  in  tis  letter  of  the  17th  of  the  said 
month,  positively  refuse  to  listen  to  any  terms  before  the 
tinal  discharge  of  the  whole  of  the  demand ;  and  did  posi- 
tively forbid  the  commanding  officer  to  come  to  Lucknow  to 
make  the  propoeal  aforesaid,  in  the  terms  followring :  "  As  it 
is  not  poeaible  to  listen  to  any  terms  fi"om  the  begums  before 
the  final  diacharge  of  their  conditional  agreement  for  fifty- 
five  lacks,  your  coming  here  upon  such  an  aigency  can  only 
he  loss  of  time  in  completing  the  recovery  of  the  balance  of 
6,55,000,  for  which  your  regiment  was  sent  to  Fyzabad.  I 
must  therefore  desire  you  will  leave  tw  efforts,  gentle  or  harsh, 
unattempted  to  complete  this,  before  you  move  from  Fyza- 
bad ;  and  1  am  very  anxious,  that  this  should  be  as  soon  as 
possible,  as  I  want  to  emplo}j  tfour  regiment  upon  other  emergent 
service^  now  suffering  by  every  delay." 

XLVIII.  1 

That  the  goods  aforesaid  were  sent  to  Lucknow,  and  dis- 
posed of  in  a  manner  iinknown ;  and  the  harsh  and  oppressive 
Major  Giipin'B  measures  aforesaid  being  still  continued,  the  be- 
iistter,  iMih  gum  did,  about  the  middle  of  October,  1782,  cause 
to  be  represented  to  the  said  Middleton  as  fol- 
lows r  "  that  her  situation  was  truly  pitiable  j  her  estate 
sequestered  ;  hor  treasury  ransacked  j  her  cojahs  prisoners ; 
and  her  servants  deserting  daily  from  want  of  subsistence. 
That  she  had  solicited  the  loan  of  money,  to  satisfy  the 
demands  of  the  Company,  from  every  person  that  she 
imagined  would  or  could  assist  her  with  any ;  but  that  the 
opulent  would  not  listen  to  her  adversity. — She  had  hoped, 
that  the  wardrobe  sent  to  Lucknow  might  have  sold  for  at 
least  one  half  of  the  Company's  demands  on  her;  but  even 
jewellery  and  goods,  she  finds  from  woeful  esperience,  lose 
their  value  the  moment  it  is  known  they  come  from  her. 
That  she  had  now  solicited  the  loan  of  cash  from  Almas  Ally 
Cawn,  and  if  she  failed  in  that  application,  she  had  no  hopes 
of  ever  borrowing  a  sum  equal  to  the  demand." — A  hope 
not  likely  to  be  realized,  as  the  said  Almas  All  was  then 
engaged  for  a  sum  of  money  to  be  raised  for  the  Company's 
use  on  the  security  of  their  confiscated  lauds,  the  restoration 
of  which  could  form  the  only  apparent  security  for  a  loan. 
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3EXIX. 

That  this  remonstrance  produced  no  effect  on  the  mind  of 
the  aforeeaid  resident ;  who  heing  about  this  time  reraoved 
from  his  residency  did, in  a  letter  to  hia  succeaeor,  Mr.  Briatow, 
dated  23rd  October,  17S2,  in  effect  recommend  a  perseverance 
in  the  cruel  and  oppressive  reatrainta  aforesaid,  as  a  certain 
means  of  recovering  the  remainder  of  the  extorted  bond  ;  and 
that  the  landa,  with  which  the  princesses  aforesaid  had  been 
endowed,  should  not  be  restored  to  them. 


That  the  said  Warren  Hasting-a  was  duly  apprized  of  all 
the  material  circiunstanoea  in  the  unjust  proceedings  afore- 
said ;  but  did  nothing  to  stop  the  course  they  were  in,  or  to 
prevent,  relieve,  or  mitigate,  the  sufferings  of  the  parties 
affected  by  them  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  did,  in  his  letter  of  the 
25th  of  January,  17S2,  to  the  resident  Middleton,  declare,  that 
the  Nabob  having  consented  to  the  "reaumptiou  of  the 
jaghires  held  by  the  begums,  and  to  the  confiscation  of  their 
treasures,  and  tliereby  involved  my  own  name,  and  the  credit 
of  the  Company,  in  a  participation  of  both  measures,  I  have  a 
right  to  require  and  i/isist  on  the  complete  execution  of  them  ; 
and  I  look  to  ytm  for  their  execution,  declaring  that  I  shall 
hold  you  accountable  for  it."  And  it  appears,  that  he  did 
write  to  the  Nabob  a  letter  in  the  same  peremptory  manner ; 
but  the  said  letter  has  been  suppressed. 

LI. 

That  he  the  said  Hastings  further  did  manifest  the  concern 
he  took  in,  and  the  encouragement  which  he  gave  to,  the  pro- 
ceedinga  aforesaid,  by  conferriag  honours  and  distinctions 
upon  the  ministers  of  the  Nabob,  whom  he,  the  Nabob,  did 
consider  as  having  in  the  said  proceedings  disobeyed  him  and 
betrayed  hiui,  and  as  instruments  in  the  dishonour  of  his 
family,  and  the  usurpation  of  his  authority. — That  the  said 
ministera  did  make  addresses  to  the  said  Uastings  for  that 
purpose  (which  addresses  the  said  Hastings  hath  suppressed)  ; 
and  the  resident  Bliddleton  did,  \tith  hia  letter  ot  the  11th 
of  February,  1782,  trausmit  the  same ;  and  did,  in  the  said 
letter,  acquaint  the  said  Hastings, "  that  the  ministera  of  the 
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Nabob  laad  incarred  much  odium  on  accouut  of  their  pap- 
ticipation  in  his  measures,  and  that  they  were  not  only  cou- 
aidered  by  the  party  of  the  dispoaaessed  jaghiredars,  and  the 
mother  and  uucie  of  the  Nabob,  but  by  the  Nabob  himself, 
aa  the  dependents  of  the  Knglisk  government,  which  they  cer- 
tainly are,  and  it  is  htf  its  declared  and  most  obviovs  support 
alone,  that  they  can  maiutain  the  authority  and  influence, 
which  ia  indippensably  necessary."  And  the  said  Middleton 
did  therefore  recommend,  "that  they  should  be  honoured  with 
Bome  testimony  of  his  (the  said  Hastings's)  approbation  and 
favour."  And  he  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  send  kellauta, 
or  robes  of  honour,  (the  most  public  and  distinguished  nioc' 
of  acknowledging  merit  known  in  India,)  to  the  said  mini 
terB  in  teatimony  of  his  approbation  of  their  late  aervicea, 

LIT. 

That  the  said  Hastinge  did  not  only  give  the  aforesaid 
public  encouragement  to  the  ministers  of  the  Nabob  to  be- 
tray and  insult  their  master  and  his  family  in  the  manner 
aforesaid,  but  when  the  said  Nabob  did  write  several  letters 
to  him  the  said  Hastings,  expressive  of  hia  dislike  of  being 
used  as  an  instrument  in  the  diebonourable  acta  aforesaid, 
and  refusing  to  be  further  concerned  therein,  he  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  did  not  only  euppress  and  hide  the  said 
letters  from  the  view  of  the  court  of  direotors,  but  in  hia  in- 
Btnictiona  to  the  resident  Briatow  did  attribute  them  to 
Hyder  Beg  Khan,  minister  to  the  Nabob,  (whom  in  other 
respects  he  did  before,  and  ever  since,  su]>port  against  hia 
master,)  and  did  express  himself  with  great  scorn  and  con- 
tempt of  the  said  Nabob,  and  with  much  asperity  against 
the  aaid  minister ;  aflirming,  in  proud  and  insolent  terms, « 
that  he  had,  "  by  an  abuse  of  his  influeuee  over  the  Nabol^H 
he,  the  Nabob  himself,  being  {as  he  ever  must  be  in  the  hands 
of  some  person^  a  mere  cipher  in  Aw  (Mf  said  wiin£s<cr's) 
hand^i,  dared  to  make  him  (the  Nabob)  assume  a  very  unbe- 
eoming  tone  of  refusal,  reproach,  and  resentment,  in  oppo- 
sition to  mensures  recommended  by  ME,  and  even  to  acts 
done  by  MV authority  ;"  the  said  Hastings,  in  the  instruc- 
tion aforesaid,  particularising  the  resumption  of  the  jaghircs, 
and  the  confiscation  of  the  treasures,  that  had  been  so  long 
suffered  to  remain  in  the  hands  of  his  (the  Nabob's)  mother. 
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But  the  letters  of  the  Nabob,  which  in  the  said  itistructions 
he  refers  to,  as  containing  an  opposition  to  the  meaaurea  re- 
coiniueuded  by  him,  and  whieh  ho  asserts  was  conveyed  in  a 
very  unbecoming  tone  of  refusal,  reproach,  and  resentment, 
he  the  said  Hastings  hath  crimiuaUj  withheld  from  the 
Company,  contrary  to  their  orders,  and  to  his  dtity ;  and  the 
rnore,  as  the  Baid  letters  must  teud  to  show  in  what  manner 
the  said  Nabob  did  feel  the  iudifn^itiea  oflercd  to  hia  mother, 
and  the  manner  in  which  the  said  miniaters,  notwithstanding 
their  knoiiv-n  dependence  on  the  Enj^lieh  govermnent,  did 
express  their  eense  of  the  part,  T,vhieh  their  sovereign  was 
compelled  to  act  in  the  aaid  disgraceful  measures.  And 
in  further  instrtictionB  to  him  the  said  new  resident,  he 
did  declare  hia  approbation  of  the  evil  acts  aforesaid,  as  well 
aa  Ilia  resolution  of  compelling  the  Nabob  to  those  rigor- 
ous proceedings  against  Tub  parent,  from  which  he  had  long 
shown  himself  so  very  averse,  in  the  following  words  :  "the 
severities,  whi(;h  have  been  increased  towards  the  begums, 
were  most  justly  merited  by  the  advantage,  which  they  took 
of  the  troubles  in  which  1  was  personally  involved  laat  year, 
to  create  a  rebellion  in  the  Nabob's  government,  and  to 
complete  the  ruin  which  they  thought  was  impending  on 
oura."  "If  it  is  the  Nabob's  desire  to  forget  and  to  forgive 
their  past  offences,  I  have  no  objection  to  his  allowing  them, 
in  pension,  the  nominal  amoimt  of  their  jaghirea  ;  but  if  he 
ehall  ever  offer  to  restore  their  jagliires  to  them,  or  to  give 
them  any  property  in  land,  after  the  warning  which  they 
have  given  him  by  the  dangerous  abuse  which  they  formerly 
made  of  his  indulgence,  you  must  remonstrate  in  the  strong- 
est terms  againat  it  ;  you  must  not  permit  suck  an  event  to 
t-ahe  place,  until  this  government  shall  have  received  inform- 
ation of  it,  and  shall  have  had  time  to  interpose  its  influence 
for  the  prevention  of  it."  And  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
■who  did,  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  positively  refuse  to  admit 
the  Nabob  to  restore  to  his  mother  and  grandmother  any 

Eart  of  their  landed  estates  for  their  maintenance,  did  weU 
now,  that  the  revenues  of  the  said  Nabob  were  at  that 
time  BO  far  applied  to  the  demands  of  the  Company,  (by  him 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  aggravated  beyond  the  whole  of 
what  they  did  produce,)  or  were  otherwise  so  far  applied  to 
the  purposes  of  several  of  the  servants  of  the  Company,  and 
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others,  tlie  dependenta  of  him  the  said  Hastings,  that  none 
of  the  pensions  or  allowances,  asaigried  by  the  said  Nabob  in 
lieu  of  the  said  estates  confiscated,  were  paid,  or  were  likely 
to  be  discharged,  w4fch  that  punctuality,  which  was  necessary 
even  to  the  scanty  Hubaiatence  of  the  persoiiB,  to  wliich  they 
were  in  name  and  appearance  applied.     For, 

Liii.  ^ 

That,  BO  early  as  the  6th  March,  1782,  Captain  Leonard 
Jaquea,  who  commanded  the  forces  on  duty  for  the  purpose 
of  distressiniij  the  Beveral  women  in  the  palacea  at  Fyzaoad, 
did  complain  to  the  reaident,  Eiehard  Jolinsorij  in  the  follow- 
ing worda  :  "The  women  belonging  to  the  khord  mohul  (or 
leaser  palace)  complain  of  their  being  in  want  of  every  necea- 
eary  oi  life,  and  are  at  last  driven  to  that  desperation,  that 
they  at  night  get  on  the  top  of  the  zenanah,  make  a  great 
diatitrhanee,  and  last  night  not  only  alarmed  the  sentinels 
posted  in  the  garden,  but  threw  dirt  at  them^;  they  threaten 
to  throw  themselves  from  the  walls  of  the  zenanah,  and  also 
to  break  out  of  it.  Humfljiity  oblipjea  nie  to  acquaint  you  of 
this  matter,  and  to  request  to  know  if  you  have  any  direc- 
tions to  give  me  concerning  it.  I  alao  beg  leave  to  acqtiaint 
you  I  Bent  for  Letafit  Ali  Khdn,  the  cojah,  who  has  the 
charge  of  them,  and  who  informs  me  it  is  well  grounded,  that 
they  have  sold  ererythmg  iKey  had,  even  to  fjie  clothes  from 
their  backs,  and  now  Iiave  no  means  of  subsisting." 


LIV. 


odS 


That  the  distreasea  of  the  eaid  women  grew  so  urgent 
the  night  of  the  said  6th  of  March,  the  day  when  the  letter 
above  recited  was  written,  that  Captain  Leonard  .laques 
aforesaid  did  tkiuk  it  necesaary  to  write  again,  on  the  day^| 
following,  to  the  Britiah  resident,  in  the  following  words  :^B 
"  I  beg  leave  to  address  you  again  concerning  the  women  in 
the  khord  mohul  [the  lesser  palace].  Their  behaviour  last 
night  was  so  furious,  that  there  seemed  the  greatest  pro- 
bability of  their  proceeding  to  the  uttermost  extremities,  and 
that  they  would  either  throw  themselves  from  the  walls,  or 
force  open  the  doors  of  the  zenanah.  I  have  made  every  in- 
quiry caneeming  tlie  cause  of  their  complaints,  and  find  from 
Lattaflt  Ally  Kli4n,  that  thny  are  in  a  starving  condition^ 


AOArNST   WARBElf   HABTIITOS. 


817 


i 


Juiving  sold  all  their  clothes  and  necessaries,  and  now  have  not 
wherewithal  to  sitpport  nature ;  and  as  ray  mstructioua  are 
quite  silent  on  this  head,  I  ah&uld  be  glad  to  kuow  how  to 
proceed  in  case  they  were  to  force  the  doors  of  the  zenanah, 
aa  I  suspect  it  will  happeo,  Bhould  no  subsistence  be  very 
quickly  sent  to  them." 

LV. 

That  in  consequence  of  these  representattona  it  appean, 
tbat  the  said  roaident,  Richard  John&on,  did  promise,  that 
an  application  should  be  made  to  certain  of  the  servants  of 
the  Nabob  Tizier  to  provide  for  tlieir  subBiatence. 

LVI. 

That  Captain  Jaques  being  relieved  from  the  duty  of  im- 
prisoning the  women  of  Suja  ul  Dowla,  the  late  Bovereign  of 
Oude,  and  ally  of  the  Company,  who  dwelt  in  the  said  leaeer 
palace,  and  JIajor  GTdpin  being  appointed  to  succeed,  the 
same  malicious  design  of  destroying  the  said  women,  or  the 
same  scandaioua  neglect  of  their  preservation  and  eubaiat- 
ence,  did  still  continue ;  and  Major  Gilpin  found  it  neces- 
sary to  apply  to  the  new  reBident  Bristow,  iu  a  letter  of  the 
30th  of  October,  1782,  as  foUows : 


"Sir, 


Lvn. 


\i 


Last  niglit  about  eight  o'clock  the  women  in  thd 
khord  mohul  [lesaer  palace]  or  zenanah  [women's  apartment] 
under  the  charge  of  Latafut  Ally  Ehan,  asBembled  on  the 
topa  of  the  buildinga,  crying  in  a  most  lamentable  manner  for 
food,  that  for  the  last  four  days  they  had  got  but  a  very  scanty 
ttUowance,  and  that  yesterday  they  had  got  none. 


LTIII. 


T7i€  melancholy  cries  of  famine  are  more  easily  imagined 
than  described ;  and  from  their  representation,  I  fear  the 
I^abob'a  agents  for  that  buainesB  are  very  inattentive ;  I 
therefore  think  it  requisite  to  make  you  acquainted  with  the 
circumstance,  that  bis  Excellency  the  Nabob  may  cause  hia 
agents  to  be  more  circumspect  iu  their  conduct  towards  theRe 
jjoor  unhappy  women." 


SIS 
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LIX. 

Tliat,  altliougb.  the  resideut  Bristow  did  not  then  think 
himself  authorized  to  remove  the  guard,  he  did  apply  to  the 
minister  of  the  Naboh,  who  did  promise  eome  relief  to  the 
women  of  the  late  Nabob,  confined  in  the  lesser  palace :  but 
apprehending  with  reason,  that  the  minister  aforesaid  might 
not  be  more  ready  or  active  in  making  the  necessary  pro- 
vision for  them  than  on  former  occasiona,  he  did  render  him- 
self  personally  responsible  to  Major  Gilpin  for  the  repay- 
ment of  any  sum,  equal  to  oue  thousand  pounds  sterling, 
■which  he  might  procure  for  the  subsistence  of  the  sufferers. 
But  whatever  relief  waa  given  (the  amount  thereof  not  ap- 
pearing) the  same  was  soon  exhausted ;  and  the  number  of 
f)er8ona  to  be  maintained  in  the  aaid  lesser  palace  being  eight 
mndred  women,  the  women  of  the  iate  sovereign,  Sujah  ul^B 
Dowla,  and  several  of  the  younger  children  of  the  said  sove^J 
reign  prince,  besidea  their  attendants,  Major  Grilpin  waa 
obliged,  on  the  15th  of  November  following,  figaiu  to  ad- 
dress the  resident  by  a  representation  of  this  tenor :  "  Sir, 
the  repeated  cries  of  the  women  in  the  khord  mobul  zenanah 
for  Bubfliatence  have  been  truly  melancholy. 


LX. 


"  77tetf  beg  most  piteousl^  for  liberty,  that  they  may  earn 
their  doily  dread  by  lahorhus  servitude,  or  to  be  relieved  from 
their  misery  by  immediate  deaths 

LXI.  \ 

"  In  consequence  of  their  unhappy  Bituation,  I  have  this 
day  taken  the  liberty  of  drawing  on  you  in  favoitr  of  Rim- 
narain,  at  ten  daya'  sight,  for  twenty  Son  Kerah  rupees,  ten 
thousand  of  which  I  have  paid  to  Cojah  Latafut  Ally  Cawn, 
under  whose  charge  that  ze"nanah  is." 

LXIL  ^ 

Tliat,  notwithstanding  all  the  promises  and  reiterated 
engagements  of  the  minister  Ilyder  Beg  Khan,  the  ladies  of 
the  palace  aforesaid  fell  ngain  into  extreme  distress ;  and  the 
resident  did  again  complain  to  the  said  minister,  who  waa 
considered  to  be,  and  really  and  substantially  was,  the  mini»i. 
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t«r  of  the  gOTemor-general  Warren  Hastings  aforesaid,  and 
not  of  the  Nabob,  (the  said  Nabob  being,  according  to  the 
said  Hastings's  OT.rn  account,  "a  cipher  in  hia  [the  said 
minifiter'a]  hands,")  that  the  funds  allowed  for  their  sub- 
sietence  were  not  applied  to  their  support.  But  notwith- 
standing  all  these  repeated  complaints  and  remonstrancee, 
and  the  constant  promise  of  amendment  on  the  part  of  his 
the  said  Hastings's  minister,  the  supply  was  not  more 
plentiful  or  more  regular  than  before. 

I  Lxni. 

That  the  said  resident  Briatow,  finding  by  experience  the 
inefficacy  of  the  courses  which  had  been  pursued  with  re- 
gard to  the  mother  and  grandmother  of  the  reigning  prince 
of  Oude,  and   having  received   a   report  from  ^.^  ^.^  j^,^. 
Major  Gilpin  informing  him,  that  all,  which  could  letter,  is  Nov. 
be  done  by  force,  had  been  done ;  and  that  the   "^' 
only  hope  which  remained  for  realizing   the  remainder  of 
the  money,  unjustly  exacted  as  aforesaid,  lay  in  jj^  Bristow'i 
more  lenient  methods ;  he,  the  said  resident,  did,  letter,  2nd 
of  his  own  authority,  order  the  removal  of  the  ^^"^  "*^' 
guard  from  the  palaces,  the  troops  being  long  and  much 
■wanted  for  the   defence  of  the  frontier,  and  other  material 
scnices ;  and  did  release  the  said  ministers  of  the  said  women 
of  rank,  who   had  been  confined   and   put  in    irons,  and 
variously  distressed  and  persecuted,  as  afore  recited,  for  near 
twelve  months. 

LXTV. 

That  the  manner  in  which  the  said  inhuman  acta  of 
rapacity  and  violence  were  felt,  both  by  the  women  of  high 
rank  concerned,  and  by  all  the  people,  strongly  appears  m 
the  joy  expressed  on  their  release,  wliieh  took  place  on  the 
6th  of  December,  1782;  and  is  stated  in  two  letters  of 
that  date  from  Major  Gilpin  to  the  resident,  in  the  words 
follo^viiig : 

"  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
2nd  instant,  aud  in  consequence  immediately  enlarged  the 
prisoners  Behar  Ally  KhtLn  and  Jewar  Ally  Kh&n  froui  their 
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confinement ;  a  circumstance,  that  gave  the  begums,  und  tht 
city  of  Fyzabad  in  general,  the  greatest  satisfaction. 

LXVI. 

"  In  tears  of  joy  Behar  and  Jewar  Ally  Khan  expressed 
their  sincere  acknowledgments  to  the  governor-general,  his 
Exeelleiicy  the  Nabob  vizier,  and  to  you,  Sir,  for  restoring 
them  to  that  invaluable  blessing,  liberty,  for  Tchich  they 
would  ever  rotxun  the  most  grateful  remembrance ;  and  aik 
their  request  I  transmit  you  the  enclosed  letters. 

LXTH. 

"I  wish  you  had  been  tireeent  at  the  enlargement  of  th«| 
prisoners.     The  quivering  lips,  with  the  tears  of  joy  stealing 
down  the  poor  men's  cheeks,  was  a  scene  truly  affecting.  , 

Lxvni.  f 

"  If  the  prayers  of  these  poor  men  will  avail,  you  will,  at 
the  LAST  TBUMP  I  be  translated  to  the  happiest  regions  ia 
heaven." 

LXIX. 
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And  the  resident  Bristow,  knowing  how  acceptable  the! 
said  proceeding  would  be  to  all  the  people  of  Oude,  and  the 
Mr.  Brijtow'i    neighbouring  independent  countries,  did  gener- 
irtter,  IS  Dee.  ouply  sud  politically  (though  not  truly)   in  his 
letter  to  the  princess  mother  attribute  the  said 
relief  given  to  herself,  and  the  release  of  her  miniBtere,  to 
the  humanity  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  agreeably  to 
whose  orders  he  pretended  to  act ;    asserting,  that  he  the 
fiaid  Hafitings  "  was  the  spring  from  whence  she  was  reatore4^— 
to  her  dignity  and  consequence."     And  the  account  of  the^| 
proceedings  aforesaid  was  regularly  transmitted  to  the  said  ^^ 
Warren  HaatingB  on  the  30th  of  December,  1782,  with  the 
reaaona  and  motives  thereto,  and  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  ^m 
officer  concerning  the  inutility  of  further  force,  attended  witl)^| 
sundry  documents  concerning  the  famishing,  and  other  treat-  ^^ 
ment,  of  the  women  and  children  of  the  late  sovereign ;  but 
the  same  appear  to  have  made  no  proper  impression  on  the 
mind  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings ;  tor  no  answer  whatso* 
erer  was  given  to  the  said  letter  until  the  3rd  of  Marclit 


1783,  when  the  said  Hastings,  •vrritiDg  in  hia  own  cbaracter 
and  that  of  tlie  councO,  did  eutirelir  pass  by  all  the  cireum- 
atancfs  before  recited,  but  did  give  direetions  tor  tbo  renewal 
of  measures  of  the  like  nature  and  tendency  with  those, 
which  (for  several  of  the  last  months  at  least  of  the  aaid  pro- 
ceeding) hud  been  employed  with  so  little  advnntage  to  the 
interest,  and  with  so  much  injviry  to  the  reputation,  of  the 
Company,  his  masters,  in  whose  naine  he  acted;  expressing 
himself  in  the  said  letter  of  the  3rd  of  March,  1783,  as  fol- 
lows :  "  We  desire  you  will  inform  us  what  means  have  been 
taken  for  recovering  tlie  bahniee  [the  pretended  balance  of 
the  extorted  money]  due  from  the  begums  [princesses]  at 
Fyzabad ;  and,  if  necessary,  you  must  rceonuiieud  it  to  the 
Tizier  to  enforce  the  most  effectual  means  for  tiiat  purpose." 
And  the  resident  did,  in  his  answei;  to  the  board,  dated  yist 
March,  17S3,  ou  this  peremptory  order,  again  detail  the  par- 
ticulars aibresaid  to  the  said  Warren  llastings,  referring  him 
to  his  former  correspoudeuce,  stating  the  utter  impossibility 
of  proceeding  further  by  force,  and  mentioning  certain  other 
disgraceful  and  oppressive  circumstances  ;  and  in  particular, 
that  the  Company  did  not,  in  plundering  the  mother  of  the 
reigning  prince  of  her  wearing  apparel  and  beasts  of  carriage, 
receive  a  value  in  the  least  equal  to  the  loss  she  suHbred ; 
the  elephants  having  no  buyer  but  the  Kabob,  and  the 
clothes,  which  had  hist  been  delivered  to  Middietou  at  a 
raluation  of  thirty  thousand  pounds,  were  ao  damaged  by  ill 
keeping  in  warehouses,  that  they  could  not  be  sold,  even  for 
ail  months'  credit,  at  much  more  than  about  eight  thousand 
pounds  ;  by  wlilch  a  loss  in  a  single  article  was  incurred  of 
twenty-two  thousand  pounds  out  of  the  fifty,  for  the  recovery 
of  wdiich  (supposing  it  had  been  a  just  debt)  such  rigorous, 
means  had  been  employed,  after  having  actually  received  up- 
wards of  five  hundred  thousand  pounds  in  value  to  the  Com- 
pany, and  extorted  much  more  in  loss  to  the  sufiering  indi- 
riduala.  A  nd  the  said  Bristow,  being  well  acquainted  with 
the  unmerciful  temper  of  the  said  Hastings,  in  order  to  leave 
no  means  untried  to  appease  him,  not  contented  with  the 
letter  to  the  governor-general  and  council,  did  on  the  samn 
day  write  another  letter  to  hi/n  particutarfy,  in  which  he  did 
urge  several  arguments,  the  necessity  of  using  of  which  to 
the  said  Hastings  did  reflect  great  diBbonour  on  this  oatioui 

VOL.    IV.  t 
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nnd  on  the  Cbritstian  religion  therein  professed ;  \-iz.  "  that 
he  had  experienced  great  emharrassmeut  in  treating  with  her 
[the  mother  of  the  reigning  prince] ;  for,  aa  the  mother  of 
the  rJKJer,  the  people  look  up  to  her  with  great  respect ;  and 
any  hard  meaBurea,  practised  against  womeu  of  her  high 
rank,  create  discontent,  and  affect  our  national  character." 
And  the  said  resident,  after  eoiidemniiig  very  unjustly  her 
conduct,  added,  "  etili  she  is  the  mother  of  the  prince  of  the 
country,  and  the  religiouB  preiudicea  of  Mussutmen  prevail 
too  strongly  in  their  minds  to  torget  her  aitaatiou."  ^M 

LXX.  " 

That  the  said  Wiirren  Haa tings  did  not  make  any  answer 
to  the  said  letter.  But  the  mother  of  the  prince  aforesaid, 
as  well  as  the  mother  of  his  father,  being,  in  consequence  of 
his  the  aaid  Hastings' b  directions,  incessantly  and  rudely 
pressed  hy  their  descendant,  in  the  name  of  the  Company,  to 
pay  to  the  last  farthing  of  the  demand,  they  did  both  posi-^| 
tivel}'  refuse  to  pay  any  part  of  the  pretended  balances  afore-  ^1 
said,  until  their  landed  estates  were  restored  to  them;  on 
the  security  of  which  alone  they  aUeged  themselves  to  be  in 
a  condition  to  hori'ovF  any  money,  or  even  to  provide  for  the 
subaiatencB  of  themselves  and  their  numerous  dependents. 
And  in  order  to  put  some  cud  to  these  dillerences,  the  vizier 
did  himself,  about  the  beginning  of  August,  1783,  go  to 
Fyzabad,  and  did  hold  divers  conferences  with  his  parents, 
»nd  did  consent  and  engage  to  restore  to  thera  their  lauded 
estates  aforesaid ;  and  did  issue  an  order,  that  they  should 
be  restored  accordingly :  but  his  minister  aforesaid,  having 
before  his  eyes  the  peremptory  orders  of  him  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  did  persuade  hia  mastor  to  dishonour  himself  in 
breaking  his  faith  and  engagement  with  his  mother  and  the 
mother  of  his  father,  by  first  evading  the  ese- 
vizier  toHyder  cutiou,  aud  afterwards  totally  revoking  his  said 
Ramsur^iiaz''  P^^^''^  ^"^l  Solemn  act,  on  pretence,  that  he  had 
agreed  to  the  grant  "  from  shame,  being  in  their 
pre.<9enee,  [the  presence  of  bis  mother  and  grandmother,]  and 
that  it  was  unavoidable  at  the  time;" — the  said  minister 
declaring  to  him,  that  it  would  be  sufficient  if  he  allowed 
them  "  money  for  their  necessary  expenses,  aud  that  would 
he  doing  enough.^' 
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That  the  faith  given  for  the  restoration  of  their  landed 
estates  heiug  thus  violated,  and  the  money  for  necessary  er- 
penses  being  as  ill  supplied  as  before,  tlio  women 
and  children  of  the  late  sovereign,  father  of  the  ter.*29th*r»ii. 
reigniuff  prinee,  continued  exposed  to  frequeut  l^^*'^^'^^*^' 
want  of  the  common  necessaries  of  life ;  and, 
being  sorely  pressed  by  famine,  they  were  compelled  to 
break  through  all  the  priuciplea  of  local  decorum  and  re- 
serve, which  constitute  tlie  dignity  of  the  female  sei  in  that 
part  of  the  world,  and  alter  great  clamour  and  violent  at- 
tempts, for  one  whole  day,  to  break  the  enclosure  of  tlie 
palace,  and  to  force  their  way  into  the  public  market,  it, 
order  to  move  the  compassion  of  the  people,  and  to  beg  their 
bread,  they  did,  on  the  next  day,  actually  proceed  to  the  ex- 
txemity  of  expoaiug  themselvea  to  public  view — an  extremity, 
implying  the  lowest  state  of  disgrace  and  degradation;  to 
avoid  which  many  women  in  India  have  laid  violent  hands 
upon  themselves — and  they  did  proceed  to  the  public  mar- 
ket-place with  the  starving  children  of  the  late  sovereign, 
and  the  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  reigning  prince ! — A 
minute  account  of  the  transaction  aforesaid  was  written  to 
the  British  resident  at  Lucknow  by  tlie  person  appointed  to 
convey  iiitelligence  to  him  from  Fyzabad,  in  the  following 

Earticulars,  highly  disgracefid  to  the  honour,  justice,  and 
uraanity  of  thia  nation: 


fc 
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"  The  ladies,  their  attendants,  and  servants,  were  still  as 
clamorous  as  last  night.  Letafut,  the  daroga,  went  to  them 
and  remonsti'ated  with  them  on  the  impropriety  of  their 
conduct,  at  the  same  time  uasuriug  them,  that  in  a  few  days 
all  their  allowances  woidd  be  paid  ;  and,  should  not  that  be 
the  case,  he  would  advance  them  ten  days'  subsistence,  upon 
coaditiou  that  they  returned  to  their  habitation.  None  of 
them,  however,  consented  to  his  proposals ;  hut  were  still 
intent  upon  luaking  their  escape  through  the  bazar,  [market- 
place,] and  in  consequence  formed  themselves  into  a  line, 
arranging  themselves  in  the  following  order :  the  children  in 
the  front ;  behird  them  the  ladies  of  the  seraglio ;  and  bo- 
le 2 
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hind  them  again  their  attendants ;  but  their  intentioni  were 
frustrated  by  the  opposition  -which  they  met  from  Letafut'a 
sepoys. 

LXXIII. 

"Tlie  next  day  Letafut  went  twice  to  the  women,  and 
used  his  endeavours  to  make  th^in  return  into  the  zenanah, 
promising  to  advance  them  10,000  rupees  ;  which,  upon  the 
money  being  paid  down,  they  agreed  to  comply  with ;  hat 
night  coming  on,  nothing  transpired.  ^_ 

LXXIT.  f 

"  On  the  day  following,  their  clamours  were  more  violent 
than  usual.  Letafut  went  to  conault  with  them  ou  the  busi- 
ness of  veBterday,  otferiug  the  same  terms.  Depending  upon 
the  fidelity  of  hia  promises,  they  conaented  to  return  to  their 
apartments,  which  they  aceordiiigly  did,  except  two  or  three  ^B 
of  the  ladiea,  and  most  of  their  atteudants.  Letafut  then  went  ^H 
to  Ilushmund  -Ally  Cawm,  to  consult  with  hiiu  upon  what 
means  they  should  talto.  Tliey  came  to  a  resolution  of  driving 
them  in  by  force ;  and  gave  orders  to  their  sepoys  to  beat  any 
one  of  the  women,  who  should  attempt  to  move  forward.  The 
sepoys  consec^uently  assembled  ;  and  each  one  being  provided 
w4th  a  bludgeon,  they  drove  them  by  dint  of  beating  into  the 
zeuanah.  The  women  seeing  the  treachery  of  Letafut,  pro- 
ceeded to  throw  stones  and  bricks  at  the  sepoys,  and  again  at- 
tempted to  get  out ;  but  finding  that  impossible  from  the 
gates  being  shut,  they  kept  up  a  continual  discharge  of  stones 
and  bricks  till  about  ten  ;  when  finding  their  situation  des- 
perate, they  retired  into  the  kung  mohul,  and  forced  their  way 
Irom  thence  into  the  palace,  and  dispersed  themselves  about 
the  house  and  garden  ;  after  this  they  were  desirous  of  get- 
ting into  the  begum's  apartmentj  but  she  being  apprised  of 
their  intention  ordered  tier  doors  to  be  shut.  In  the  meao^H 
time,  Letafut  and  Hushmund  Ally  Cawn  posted  sentries  to^l 
secure  the  gatea  of  the  lesser  mahal.  During  the  whole  of 
this  conflict,  all  the  ladies  and  women  remained  exposed  to 
the  view  of  the  sepoys.  The  begum  then  sent  for  Letafjit 
and  Hushmund  Ally  Cawn,  whon  she  severely  reprimanded, 
and  insisted  upon  knowing  the  causes  of  this  infamous  be- 
haviour. They  pleaded  in  their  defence  the  impossibility  of 
Jtielping  it,  as  the  treatment  the  women  had  met  with  bad 
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been  conformable  to  his  Eicellenoy  the  vizier's  orders.  The 
hegura  alleged,  that  even  admitting  that  the  Nabob  had 
given  those  orders,  they  were  by  no  means  authorized  in 
this  manner  to  disgrace  the  family  of  Shnja  Dowla ;  and 
ebould  they  not  i-eeeive  their  aOowauee  for  a  day  or  two, 
it  could  he  of  no  great  moment :  what  vvaa  passed  was 
now  at  an  end;  hut  thut  the  vizier  should  certainly  be  acv 

auainted  with  the  whole  of  the  aflair,  and  that  whatever  ho 
esired  she  should  implicitly  comjily  with.  The  bcf^um  then 
sent  for  five  of  the  children,  who  were  wonnded  in  the  aifray 
of  last  night,  and,  after  endeavouring  to  soothe  tbem,  she 
sent  again  for  Letafut  and  Huslmmnd  Ally  Cawu,  and  in  the 
presence  of  the  children  expressed  her  disapprobation  of 
their  conduct,  and  the  improbiibility  of  Asuf  ul  Dowla's  suf- 
fering the  ladies  and  children  nf  Shuja  Dowla  to  be  di*i^acpd 
by  being  exposed  to  the  view  of  the  rnbhle.  Upon  which  Le- 
tafut produced  the  letter  i'rom  the  Nabob,  at  the  same  time  re- 
presenting, that  be  was  amenable  only  to  the  orders  of  his 
Excellency,  and  that  whatever  he  ordered  it  was  his  duty  to 
obey  ;  and  that  had  the  ladies  thought  proper  to  have  retired 
into  their  apartments  quietly,  he  would  not  have  used  the 
means  he  luid  taken  to  compel  tliem.  The  begfum  again  ob- 
served, that  what  had  happened  was  now  over.  She  then 
gave  the  children  KiO  rupees,  and  dismissed  tbem,  and  sent 
word  by  Jumriid  and  the  other  eunuchs,  that  if  the  ladies 
would  peaceably  retire  to  their  apartments,  Letafut  would 
supply  them  with  3  or  4,000  rupees  for  their  personal  ex- 
penses, and  recommended  to  them  not  to  incur  any  fnrther 
disgrace,  and  that  if  tliey  did  not  think  proper  to  act  agree- 
ably to  her  directions,  they  would  do  wrong.  The  Indies 
followed  her  advice,  and  about  ten  at  night  went  back  into 
the  zenanah.  The  next  morning  the  begum  waited  upon  the 
mother  of  Sbuja  Dowla,  and  related  to  her  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  disturbances.  The  mother  of  Shuja  Dowla 
returned  for  imawer,  that  after  there  being  no  accounts  kept 
of  erores  of  revenues,  she  was  not  surprised,  tliat  the  family 
of  Shuja  Doula,  in  their  endeavours  to  procure  a  subsistence, 
should  be  obliged  to  expose  themselves  to  the  meanest  of 
the  jieople.  After  bewailing  their  misfortunes,  and  shedding 
many  tears,  the  begum  took  her  leave,  and  returned  home." 
That  the  said  atl'cctiug  narrative  being  sent  with  others  of 
the  same  nature,  ou  the  29th  of  January,  17S4,  to  the  sold 
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Warren  Hastinf^s,  lie  did  not  order  any  relief  in  eons!e<|n<m(» 
thereof,  or  take  any  sort  of  notice  wliataoever  of  the  said  in- 
telligence. 

LXXY, 

That  the  court  of  directors  did  express  strong  doubts  ol 
the  propriety  of  seizin^  the  estates  aforesaid,  and  did  declare 
to  him  the  said  Hastings,  "  that  the  only  consolation  they 
felt  on  the  occasion  is,  that  the  amount  of  those  ja^hircs, /or 
which  the  Company  were  guarantees,  is  to  be  paid  through  our 
resident  at  the  court  of  the  vizier ;  and  it  very  materially  con- 
cerns the  credit  of  your  governor  on  no  account  to  suffer 
stick  pfiymetits  to  be  erarfw/."  But  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
ings did  never  make  the  arrangement  supposed  in  the  said 
letter  to  be  actually  made,  nor  did  he  cause  the  resident  to 
pay  them  the  amount  of  tbeir  jaghires,  or  to  make  any  pay- 
ment to  them. 

And  the  said  Hastings  being  expressly  ordered  by  the 
court  of  directors  to  restore  to  them  their  estates,  in  case 
the  eharges  made  upon  them  should  not  he  found  true,  he 
the  said  Hastings  did  contumaciuusly  aud  cruelly  decline  any 
compliance  with  the  said  orders  imtil  his  journey  to  Luck- 
now,  when  he  did,  as  he  says,  "  conform  ably  to  the  orders  of 
the  court  of  directors,  and  more  to  the  inclination  of  the 
Nabob  vizier,  restore  to  them  their  jaghires,  but  with  the 
defalcation,  according  to  his  own  account,  of  a  large  portion 
of  their  respective  shares;"  pretending,  without  the  least] 
probability,  that  the  said  defalcation  was  a  "  voluntary  con- 
cession on  their  part."  But  what  he  has  left  to  them  for 
their  support,  or  in  what  proportion  to  that  which  he  has 
taken  away,  he  has  no  where  stated  to  the  court  of  directors, 
whose  faith  he  has  broken,  and  whose  orders  he  has  thus 
eluded,  whlLsfc  he  pretended  to  yield  some  obedience  to  them. 

LXXTI. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  having  made  a  malicious, 
loose,  and  ill-supported  charge,  backed  by  certain  unsatis- 
faetorv  afBdavits,  as  a  ground  for  his  seiziug  on  the  jaghires, 
and  the  treasures  of  the  vizier'i*  mother,  solemuly  ^fuaranteed 
to  them  ;  the  court  of  directors  did,  in  their  letter  of  the  14th 
of  February,  1783,  express  themselves  as  follows  coucerninB 
that  measure  ; — "  which  the  govern rr-general  (he  tbe  eaid 
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Warren  HaetiDgs)  in  his  letter  to  your  board,  the  23rd  of 
Jauuary,  1782,  lias  declared  he  strennoits't/  encourayed  and 
supported ;  we  hope  aiid  trust,  for  the  houtitir  cit'  tlie  Hritieh 
nation,  that  the  measure  appeared  fully  justified  in  the  eyea 
of  all  lliudostaii.  The  governor-general  has  inlbrmed  us, 
that  it  can  he  well  attested,  that  the  begums  (the  tnother 
and  grandmother  of  the  Nabob  aforesaid)  prinn'paNt/  excited 
and  8up]iorted  the  late  commotions  ;  and  that  they  carried 
their  inveteracy  to  the  English  nation  so  far,  as  to  aim  at 
our  utter  extirpation."— ^ And  the  court  of  directors  did  fur- 
ther declare  as  tbllows: — "that  it  nowhere  appears  from  the 
papers  at  present  in  our  poasesaion,  that  they  (the  mother 
and  grandmother  of  the  Nabob  of  Oude)  excited  nny  cora- 
motions  previous  to  the  imprisonment  of  liajah  Cheit  Sing, 
and  only  armed  thetnselves  in  consequence  of  that  transac- 
tion ;  and  it  la  probable,  that  such  a  eundnct  proceeded  from 
motives  of  self-defence,  under  an  apprehension,  that  they 
themselves  might  likewise  be  laid  under  unwarrantable  con- 
tributions."—And  the  said  court  ot"  directors,  in  giving  their 
orders  for  the  restoration  of  the  jaghires,  or  for  the  payment 
of  an  equivalent  through  the  resident,  did  give  this  order  for 
the  restoration  of  their  estates  as  aforesaid  on  condition,  that 
it  should  appear  from  inquiry,  that  they  were  not  guilty  of 
the  practices  charged  upon  thcEi  by  the  said  Hastings,  Mr. 
Stables,  one  of  the  council-general,  did,  in  execution  of  the 
said  conditional  order,  pro[)ose  an  inquiry,  leading  to  the 
ascertainment  of  the  condition,  and  did  euter  a  minute  aa 
follows  :  "  that  the  court  of  directors,  bv  their  letters  of  the 
14th  of  February,  1784,  seem  not  to  be  satisfied,  that  the 
disaffection  of  the  begums  to  this  government  ia  sufficiently 
proved  by  the  evidence  before  them  ;  I  therefore  think,  that 
the  late  and  present  resident,  and  coinmandiug  officer  in  the 
vizier's  country  at  the  time,  should  be  called  on  to  collect 
what  further  information  they  ca.n  on  this  subject,  in  which 
the  honour  and  dignity  of  tliia  government  is  so  materially 
^concerned;  and  that  such  information  may  be  transmitted 
to  the  court  of  directors."  i\nd  lie  did  further  propose 
heads  and  modes  of  inquiry,  suitable  to  the  doubts  expressed 
by  the  eourt  of  directors.  But  the  said  Warren  Itustings, 
who  ought  long  before,  on  principles  of  natural  justice,  to 
have  instituted  a  diligent  inquiry  in  support  of  nis  so  im- 
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probable  a  charge,  and  was  bound,  even  for  lira  own  honour, 
as  viell  Eis  for  the  satisfaotion  of  the  court  of  directors,  to 
take  a  strong  part  in  the  said  inquiry,  did  set  himself  in  op- 
poaitiua  to  the  earae,  and  did  carry  with  him  a  majority  of 
council  ogainat  the  said  inquiry  into  the  justice  of  the  cause, 
or  any  proposition  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers ;  assertintj, 
"  that  the  reasons  of  the  court  of  directors,  if  transmitted 
■with  the  orders  for  the  iuquifv,  will  prove  in  effect  an  order 
for  coUectiug  evidence  to  the  fustif tea  lion  and  acqidtlal  of  the 
begums,  and  not  for  tite  mvestigatinn  of  the  truth  of  the 
charges,  which  have  been  preferred  agaitist  them.^'  That 
Mr.  Stables  did  not  propose,  (aa  in  the  aaid  Hastings's  mi- 
nute is  groundleesly  suppoaed,)  that  the  reaaons  of  the  court 
of  directors  should  be  transmitted  with  tlie  orders  for  an  in- 
quiry. But  the  apprehension  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  of 
the  probable  result  of  the  inquiry  proposed,  did  strongly  in- 
dicate bis  sense  of  his  own  guilt,  and  the  innocence  of  the 
particB  accused  by  bim ;  and  if,  by  hie  construction,  Mr. 
Stablea's  minute  did  indicate  an  inquiry  merely  for  the  juati- 
fieation  of  the  partiea  by  him  accused,  {which  construction 
the  motion  did  not  bear,)  it  was  no  more  than  what  the  ob- 
vious rulea  of  justice  would  w^ell  support;  his  own  proceed- 
ings having  heen  ex  parte ;  bo  having  employed  Sir  Elijah 
Impey  to  take  affidarits  against  the  women  of  high  rank 
aforesaid,  not  only  without  any  inquiry  made  on  their  part, 
but  witliout  any  eommunicatlon  to  them  of  his  practice  and 
proceedings  against  them  ;  and  equity  did  at  least  require, 
that  they,  with  his  own  knowledge,  and  by  the  subordinatea 
of  his  own  government,  should  be  allowed  a  public  inquiry 
to  acquit  tbemaelvea  of  the  heavy  offences,  with  which  they 
bad  been  by  biin  clandestinely  charged.  j 

LXXYII.  1 

That  he,  the  aaid  Hastings,  in  order  to  effectually  stifle  the 
said  inquiry,  did  enter  on  record  a  further  minute,  asserting, 
that  the  said  inquiry  would  be  productive  "  of  evils  greater 
than  any  which  have  already  taken  place,  and  which  time  has 
almost  obliterated ;"  as  also  the  following — "  If  I  am  rightly 
informed,  the  Nabob  vizier  and  the  beguma  are  on  terms  of 
mutual  good-will.  It  would  ill  become  thia  government  to 
hiterpoae  its  influence  by  any  act,  which  might  tend  to  to 


A 


AOia;rKT  wijtBEK  HASTnros.  WB 

-re  their  animosities,  and  a  very  Blij^ht  occasion  -would  be 
sufficient  to  effect  it.  They  will  instantly  take  lire  on  such 
a  declaration,  proclaim  the  judfjincnt  of  the  Cottipiniy  in 
their  favour,  demand  a  reparation  of  the  acts*,  whii-h  they 
"wrill  construe  Tnroiigs,  with  such  a  sentence  warranting  that 
conHtrnction,  and  either  accept  the  invitation,  to  the  pro- 
claimed scnndiil  of  the  Naboh  vizier,  which  trill  not  add  to 
the  credit o/ our  government;  or  remain  iu  his  doininionR,  hut 
not  under  his  authority,  to  add  to  his  vexatious,  and  tlie  dis- 
ordera  of  the  conntrj^  by  continual  intrigues  and  seditions. 
I^ough  already  exists  to  aiTect  his  peace  and  the  quiet  of  his 
people.  If  we  cannot  heal,  let  us  not  inflame,  tlie  wonnds 
tohich  have  been  uijficted.''' — "  If  the  begnnis  think  themselves 
.aggrieved  to  such  a  degree  as  to  justiiy  them  iu  an  appeal 
to  a  foreign  jurisdiction  ;  to  appeal  to  it  against  a  ninn  stand- 
ing in  the  relation  of  s(m  and  grandson  to  tliem ;  to  appeal 
to  the  justice  of  those  who  have  been  the  abettors  and  instru- 
ments  of  their  imputed  irrougs;  let  us  at  least  permit  them  to 
be  the  judges  of  their  own  t'eelings,  and  prefer  their  com- 
plaints, before  we  ofler  to  redress  them.  They  will  not  need 
to  be  prompted.  I  hope  I  shall  not  depart  from  the  sim- 
plicity of  official  language  in  saying,  the  aiDJeHty  of  justice 
ought  to  bo  approached  with  solicitation,  not  descend  to 
provoke  or  invite  it,  much  less  to  debase  itself  by  the  sug- 
gestion of  wrongs,  and  the  promise  of  redress,  with  the 

enunciation  of  punishmentH  before  trial,  and  even  before 
usation." 


LXiVIII. 


race 
That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  attempting  to  pass  an 
act  of  indemnity  for  his  own  crimes,  and  of  oblivion  for  the 
sufferings  of  others,  supposing  the  latter  almost  obliterated 
I  by  time,  did  not  only  mock  and  insult  over  the  sufferings  of 
the  allies  of  the  Company,  hut  did  ahow  an  indecent  con- 
I  tempt  of  the  undcrstaiiditigs  of  the  court  of  directors ;  be- 
cause his  violent  attempts  on  the  property  and  liberty  of  the 
mother  and  grandiiiother  of  the  ally  aforesaid,  had  not  their 
first  commencement  much  above  two  years  before  that  time, 
and  had  been  eoutinned,  without  abatement  or  rolaiation  on 
his  part,  to  the  very  time  of  his  iiiiiiute  ;  the  Nabob  having, 
by  the  inatigation  of  his  the  «iid  Haatinga'a  iustruraent, 
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Hyder  Beg  Klian,  not  two  moutlis  before  the  date  of  tie 
cousultatioB,  been  obliged  a  second  time  to  break  his  faith 
with  relation  to  the  estatea  of  his  mother  in  the  mancpp 
herein  before  recited.     And  the  said  ITastinga  did  not,  and 
could  not,  conceive,  that  the  clearing  the  mother  could  re- 
vive any  animosity  betiveen  her  and  her  aon,  by  v:\iom  »\ic 
never  had  been  accused.  The  said  Hastings  was  iilso  sensible, 
that  the  restoration  of  her  landed  estates,  recommended  bv 
the  court  of  directors,  could  not  produce  any  ill  effect  on  the 
mind  of  the  said  son,  as  it  was  "\vith  almost  uncoiKjuerable 
reluctance  he  had  been  persuaded  to  deprive  her  of  them" 
And  at  the  time  of  his  submitting  to  become  an  instrument 
in  thta  injustice,  he  did  "  deehire,"  both  to  the  rcaident  and 
his  miniatera,  "that  it  was  an  act  of  compulsion." 

LXXIX. 

That  the  Raid  Ha«tiDga  further,  by  insinuating  that  tbe 
women  in  queatiori  would  act  amiss  in  appealing  to  a/orfl^ 
jurisdiction  against  a  aou  and  grandson,  could  not  forget, 
that  he  himself,  being  that  foreign  jurisdiction,  (if  anyjun*" 
diction  there  waa,)  did  himself  direct  and  order  the  injiirie»  \ 
did  himself  urge  the  calumnies;  and  did  himself  cause  to^® 
taken  and  produced  the  unsatisfactory  evidence,  by  whi****. 
the  women  in  question  had  auffered ;  and  that  it  was  agaia*^ 
him  the  said  Hastings,  and  not  against  their  aon,  that  t\\.^^ 
had  reasou  to  appeal.  But  the  truth  is,  that  the  iuquir^-^ 
was  moved  for  by  Jlr.  Stablea,  not  on  the  prayer,  or  appea 
of  the  autibrera,  but  upon  the  ill  impression,  which  the  «ai 
Hastings's  own  conduct,  merely  and  solely  on  his  own  stafc 
of  it,  and  on  hia  own  evidence  in  support  of  it,  had  made  o^^^t 
the  court  of  directors,  who  were  his  lawful  masters,  and  no  -^ 
suitors  in  his  court.  And  his  arrogating  to  himself  and  hi:^^^,^. 
colleagues  to  be  a  tribunal,  and  a  tribunal  not  for  the  pur- 
pose of  doing  justice,  but  of  refusing  inquiry,  was  a  high 
oflFence  and  misdemeanour,  (particularly  aa  the  due  obedience 
to  the  Company's  orders  was  eluded  on  tV  insolent  nre--*^^  . 
tence,  "  that  the  majesty  of  justice  ought  to  be  approache»^^ 
with  solicitation,  and  that  it  would  debase  itself  by  the  sug-^ 
gestion  of  wrongs,  and  the  promise  of  redress,")  in  a  governor"' 
whoso  business  it  is,  even  of  himself,  and  unsolicited,  nof 
only  to  promise,  but  to  afford,  redress  to  all  those,  wbc 
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sliould  Buffer  Huder  tbe  power  of  tlie  Company,  even  if  their 
ignorance,  or  want  of  protection,  or  the  imbecility  of  their 
ftei,  or  the  fear  of  irritating  persons  in  rank  and  station, 
should  prevent  them  from  seeking  it  by  formal  solicitation. 

I  That  the  said  Warren  Haatinga,  at  the  time  when  he  pre- 
tended ignorance  of  all  Bolicitatiou  for  justice  on  the  part  of 
the  women  aiVirenaid,  and  on  that  pretence  did  rcfnse  the 
inquiry  moved  by  his  collenguo  Mr.  Stablca,  had  in  all  pro- 
bability received  from  the  resident  Middleton,  or  if  he  had 
made  the  slightest  inquiry  from  the  said  Middleton,  then  at 
Calcutta,  might  immediately  receive,  an  account,  that  they 
did  actnalf?/ solicit  the  said  resident,  through  Major  Gilpin, 
for  redress  ajL^ainst  his  the  said  Hastings's  calumnious  aecus- 

Iation,  and  the  false  testimony  by  which  it  was  supported; 
and  did  aeud  the  said  complaint  to  the  resident  Middleton 
by  the  said  Gilpin,  to  be  transmitted  to  him  the  said  Hast- 
ings and  the  council,  so  early  as  the  19th  of  October,  1782 ; 
and  that  she,  the  mother  of  the  Nabob,  did  afterwards  send  the 
same  to  the  resident  Bristow,  asserting  their  innocence,  and 
accompainnng  the  same  Avith  the  copies  of  let- 
ters (the  originals  of  which  they  asserted  were 
in  their  bauds)  from  the  chief  witnesses  against 
them,  Hannay  and  Gordou,  which  letters  directly  overturn 
the  charges  or  insinuations  in  the  affidavits  made  by  them ; 
and  that  instead  of  any  accusation  of  an  attempt  upon  them 
and  their  parties  by  the  inatigatiou  of  the  mother  of  the  Na- 
bob, or  by  her  ministers,  they  the  said  Hannay  and  Gordon 
did  attribute  their  preservation  to  them,  and  to  their  serv- 
ices ;  and  did,  with  strong  expressions  of  gratitude  both  to 
the  mother  of  the  Nahoh  and  to  her  ministers,  fully  ackuovv- 
ge  the  same.  Which  remonstrance  of  the  mother  of  the 
fahob,  and  the  letters  of  the  said  Hannay  and  Gordon,  are 
annexed  to  this  charge;  and  the  said  Hastings  is  highly 
criminal  for  not  having  examined  into  the  facts  alleged  in 
the  Bftid  remonatrance. 

LXXXI. 

That  the  vioSent  proceedings  of  the  aaid  Warren  Hastings 
did  tend  to  impress  all  the  neighbouring'  princea,  some  of 
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whom  •were  allied  in  blood  to  the  oppressed  ■women  of  rank 
aforesaid,  with  an  ill  opinion  of  the  faith,  honour,  and  de- 
cency of  the  British  nation;  and  accordingly,  an  the  journey 
aforesaid  made  by  tlie  Nabob  from  Lucknow  to  Fyzabad, 
which  the  eaid  Nabob  did  restore,  in  the    manner  befot 
mentioned,  the  confiaeated  estates  of  hia  mother  and  grand- 
mother, uud  did  after warda  revoke  hia  said  g^ant,  it  appears, 
that  the  said  journev  did  cause  a  general  alarin,  (the  uoi^ 
motives  obtaining  the  most  easy  credit  with  regard  to  axijj 
future    proceeding   on  account  of  the  foregone  acts,)  and 
excited  great  indignation  among  the  ruling  persons  of  the 
adjacpnt  country  ;  insomuch  that  Major  Brown,  agent  to  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  at  the  court  of  the  king  Shaw  Allum 
at  Delhi,  did  write  a  remonstrance  therein  to  Mr.  Bristow, 
reaideut  at  Oude,  as  follows: — "The  evening  of  the  7th,  at  a 
conference  I  luid  witli  Mirza  Shaffee  Cawn,  he  introduced  a 
subject  respecting  the  Nabob  vizier,  which,  however  it  may 
be  disagreeable  for  you  to  know,  and  consequently  for  me  to 
commvniicate,  1  am   muler  a  necessity  of  laying  before  yoU.^_ 
He  told  me  he  had  received  information  from  Lneknow,  thalH 
by  the  advice  of  llyder  Beg  Cawn  the  vizier  had  determinea™ 
to  bring  his  grandmother,  the  widow  of  Sufdar  Jung,  from 
Fyzabad  to  Lucknow,  with  a  view  of  getting  a  further  suni^ 
of  money  from  her,  by  seizing  on  her  onnuchs,  digging  u|^| 
the  apartnionta  of  her  house  at  Fyzabad,  and  putting  hef^ 
own  person  under  restraint.     This,  he  said,  he  knew  was  not 
an  act  of  our  government,  but  the  mere  advice  of  Hyder  Begw 
Cawn,  to  which  the  vizier  had  been  induced  to  attend.     H<^H 
added,  tlvat  the  old  begvim  had  resolved  rather  to  put  herself^ 
to  death  than  submit  to  the  disgrace  intended  to  be  put  upon 
her ;  that  if  such   a  circumstance   should   liappen,  there  IffiH 
nat  fit  man  in  Hindostan  who  will  attribute  the  act  to  the  viziei^^k 
\_Ntibob  of  Oii<}e..'\  but  n-ert/  one  iciii  jjx  the  odium   on  the 
English,  who   might  easihj,  by  the  influence   they  so  largely 
exercise  in   their  own  concerns  (here,   have  prevented   such 
unnatural  conduct  in  the  vizier.     lie  therefore  called  upon 
me,  as  the  English  rcprescntntive  in  this  quarter,  to  inform 
you  of  this,  that  you  may  prevent  a  step,  which  will  de.*troy 
all  confidence  in  the  English  nation  throughout  Hindostau, 
and   excite  the  bitterest  resentment  in  all  those,  who  by 
blood  are  connected  with  the  house  of  Sufdar  Jung." 
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yjiiciuded  by  eaying,  "that  if  the  vizier  so  little  regarded  his 
laoiily  and  personal  honour,  or  hia  naturu!  duty,  as  to  wish 
to  disgrace  hia  father's  mother  for  a  sum  of  riiouey,  let  hiioc 
plunder  her  of  all  she  has,  but  let  him  si>nd  her  safe  up  tc 
Delhi,  or  Apra,  and,  poor  as  I  am,  I  will  fiiruish  subsistence 
for  her,  which  she  shall  possess  with  safety  and  honour, 
though  it  cannot  he  adequate  to  her  rank. — Thia,  Sir,  is  a 
most  exact  detail  of  the  conversation  (aa  far  as  related  to 
that  afliiir)  on  the  part  of  Mirza  Shutfee  Cuwn,  On  my  part 
I  could  only  say,  that  I  imagined  the  iifFair  was  miareprcsent- 
©d,  and  that  I  should  write  aa  he  requested.  Let  me  there- 
fore request,  that  you  will  enable  me  to  anawer,  in  a  more 
effectual  manner,  any  further  questions  on  this  subject." 

LXXXII. 

"As  Mirza  Shuffee'a  grandfather  was  brother  to  Sufdar 
Jung,  there  «aii  be  no  doubt  of  what  hia  declaration  means  ; 
and  if  this  ineasure  of  dismissing  the  old  begum  should  be 
persisted  in,  I  should  not,  from  the  state  of  afiairs  and  the 
character  of  the  Amir  ul  Omrah,  be  surprised  at  some  im- 
mediate and  violent  resolution  being  adopted  by  him." 

LXXXIII. 

That  jiiirza  Shuffee,  mentioned  in  this  correspondence, 
(who  has  since  been  murdered,)  was  of  near  kindred  to  the 
lady  in  question,  (grandmother  to  the  Nabob,)  was  resident 
in  a  province  immediately  adjoining  to  the  province  of  Oude, 
and  from  proximity  of  situation  and  nearness  of  connexion, 
was  likely  to  have  any  intelligence  couceraing  bis  female  re- 
lations from  the  best  authority. 

LXXXIY. 

That  the  resident  Briatow,  on  receiving  this  letter,  did 
apply  to  the  said  Hyder  Beg  Cawn  for  an  explanation  of  the 
Nabob's  intentions,  who  denied  that  the  Nabob  intended 
more  than  a  visit  of  duty  and  ceremony ;  which,  Avhatevor 
bis  dispositions  might  have  been,  and  probably  were,  towards 
his  own  mother,  was  not  altogether  probable,  aa  it  was  well 
known,  that  he  was  on  very  bad  terms  with  the  mother  of  hia 
father ;  ind  it  appears,  that  intentions  of  a  similar  natura 
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had  been  bef."ir»  nanifcatt'd  even  with  regard  to  hi»  own 
roothtT,  and  tliercfore  obtained  tbe  more  easy  credit  concern- 
ing the  otber  woman  of  hi^h  rank  aforesaid,  especially  as  the 
ev-il  designs  of  the  said  Hyder  Beg  were  abundantly  known; 
and  that  the  said  Haatiiigs,  upon  whom  he  did  wholly  de- 
pend, continued  to  recommend  "  the  most  eflectual,  that  is, 
the  most  violent,  means  for  the  recovery  of  the  small  remain* 
of  his  extorted  demand."  But  although  it  does  not  appear, 
that  the  resident  did  ^ive  credit  to  the  said  report,  yet  the 
effect  of  the  same  on  the  minds  of  the  neighbouring  princea 
did  make  it  proper  and  necessary  to  direct  a  strict  inquiry 
into  the  same,  which  was  not  done ;  and  it  does  not  appear, 
that  any  further  inquiry  was  made  into  the  true  motives  for 
this  projected  journey  to  Fyzabad,  nor  into  the  proc^jedinga 
of  Hyder  Beg  Cawn,  althou|»h  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
well  knew,  that  all  the  acts  oi"  the  Nabob  and  hia  principal 
ministers  were  constantly  attributed  to  him  ;  and  that  it  wat 
known,  that  secret  agents,  as  well  as  the  Company's  regular 
agent,  were  employed  by  him  at  Luekuow  and  other  place*. 

LXXiV. 

That  the  said  Hastings,  who  did,  on  pretence  of  the  ma- 
jesty  of  justice,  refuse  to  inquire  into  the  charges  made  upon 
the  female  parents  of  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  in  justification  of 
the  violence  offered  to  them,  did  voluntarily  and  of  hia  own 
accord  make  himself  an  accuser  of  the  resident  Middleton 
for  the  waiit  of  a  literal  execution  of  his  orders  in  the  plans 
of  extortion  and  rapine  aforesaid ;  the  criminal  nature,  spirit, 
and  tendency  of  the  said  proceedings,  for  the  defective  exe- 
cution of  which  he  brought  the  said  charge,  appearing  in  the 
defence  or  apology  made  by  Mr.  Middleton,  the  resident,  for 
hia  temporary  and  short  forbearances. 

Lxxs;vi. 

"  It  could  not,  I  flatter  myself,  be  termed  a  long  or  un- 
warrantable  delay  (two  days)  when  the  importance  of  the 
business,  and  the  peculiar  embarrassments  attending  the 
prosecution  of  it  to  its  desired  end,  are  considered.  The 
Nabob  waa  son  to  the  beguin,  whom  we  were  to  proceed 
gainst ;  a  %on  against  a  mother  must  at  least  save  appear- 
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ances  in  his  mode  of  proceeding. — The  prodiice  of  his  nego- 
tiation was  to  be  received  by  the  Coiupaay.  Heceiviug  a 
benefit,  acconipanyiiig  the  IS'abob,  withdrawing  their  pro- 
tection, were  cii"<?iimstance8  sufficient  to  mark  the  Ejifflish  a* 
the  principal  movers  in  this  business.  At  a  court,  where  no 
opportimity  is  lost  to  throw  odium  on  us,  so  favourable  an 
occasion  was  not  misaed  to  peraiiade  the  Nabob,  that  we  in- 
stigated him  to  dishonour  Iiis  fftrnily  for  our  benefit.  The 
impreaaiona  made  by  these  suggestions  constantly  retarded 
the  progress,  and  more  than  once  actually  broire  off  the  busi- 
ness ;  which  rendered  the  utmost  caution  on  my  part  neces- 
sary, especially  as  1  had  no  asaistauee  to  expect  from  the 
luiniatera,  who  could  not  openly  move  in  tbe  business.  In 
the  East,  it  is  well  known,  that  no  man,  either  by  himself  or 
his  troops,  can  enter  the  walls  of  a  zeiiuua,  scarcely  in  the  case 
of  actiuf^  against  an  open  enemy,  mtu:h  leas  of  an  aUtf  ; — an 
ally  acting  against  his  own  mother.  The  outer  walls,  and  the 
begum's  agents,  were  all  tliat  were  liable  to  immediate  attatk ; 
tbey  were  dealt  with,  and  successfully,  as  the  event  proved." 
— He  had  before  observed  to  Mr.  Ilaatinga,  in  his  corre- 
spondence, what  Mr.  lluatinga  well  knew  to  be  tTue,  that  no 
further  rigour  than  that  he  had  exerted  could  be  used  against 
females  iu  that  country ;  where  force  could  be  employed  it 
was  not  spared. — "  That  the  place  of  concealment  was  only 
known  to  tlie  chief  eunuchs,  who  could  not  be  drawn  out  of 
the  women's  apartments,  where  they  had  taken  refuge,  and 
from  which,  if  au  attempt  had  been  made  to  storm  them, 
they  might  escape  ;  and  the  secret  of  the  money  being 
known  ouly  to  them,  it  was  necessary  to  get  their  persons 
into  his  hands,  which  could  be  obtained  by  negotiation 
only." — The  resident  concluded  his  defence  by  declaring  his 
"  hope,  that  if  the  main  object  of  his  orders  was  fulfilled,  he 
should  be  no  longer  held  criminal  for  a  deviation  from  the 
precise  letter  of  them." 

LXXXVII. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  enter  a  reply  to  this 
answer,  in  support  of  his  criminal  charge;  continuing  to  in- 
sist, "that  hia  orders  ought  to  have  been  literally  obeyed," 
although  he  did  not  deny,  that  the  above  difficulties  occurred, 
and  the  above  conae^uenvee  must  have  been  the  result ;  and 
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though  the  reports  of  the  military  officera,  charged  with  the 
execution  of  his  comuiissioii,  coiifirmed  the  moral  impossi- 
bility, aa  well  na  iiiutjlity  in  point  of  profit,  of  forcing  a  son 
to  greater  violence  and  rigour  against  hia  mother. 

LXXXVIII. 

That  the  eaid  Hastings,  after  all  the  acta  aforesaid,  did 
presume  t(i  declare  on  reeord,  in  his  minute  of  the  23rd  Sep- 
tember, 1783,  "that  whatever  may  happen  of  the  events, 
which  he  dreads,  in  the  train  of  aftaira  now  subsisting,  he 
shall  at  least  receive  this  consolation  uudcr  them,  that  he  used 
his  utmost  exertions  to  prevent  them ;  and  tliat  in  the  annals 
of  the  nations  of  India,  which  have  been  subjected  to  the 
British  dominions,  HE  shall  not  be  remembered  among  their 
oppressors."  And,  speaking  of  certain  alleged  indignities 
offerpd  to  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  and  certain  alleged  suspicions 
of  his  authority  with  regard  to  the  management  of  his  house- 
hold, he  the  said  Hastings  did,  in  the  said  minute,  endeavour 
to  excite  the  spirit  of  the  British  nation,  severeij  animad- 
verting on  such  oiFences,  making  use  of  the  following  terms : 
"If  there  be  a  spark  of  generous  virtue  in  the  breasts  of  any 
af  my  countrymen,  who  shall  be  the  readers  of  this  compil- 
ation, this  letter  [a  letter  of  complaint  from  the  Nabob]  shall 
stand  for  an  instrument  to  awakeu  it  to  the  call  of  vengeance 
against  so  flagitious  an  abuse  of  authority,  and  reproach  o£ 
the  British  name." 


From  her  ExceUency  the  Bhtrw  Begnm  to  Mr.  Briatow, 
Resident  at  the  Vizier  s  Court. 


I 


There  is  no  necessity  to  write  to  you  by  way  of  inform- 
ition  a  detail  of  my  suiferings.  From  common  report,  and 
the  intelligence  of  those  who  are  about  you,  the  account  of 
them  will  have  reached  your  ears :  I  will  here  relate  a  pi 
of  them. 

After  the  death  of  Suja  Dowla,  most  of  his  imgrateL_ 
servants  were  coustautly  labouring  to  gratify  their  enmity; 
but  finding  from  the  firm  and  sincere  ft'iendahip,  which  sub- 
sisted between  me  and  the  English,  that  the  accomplishment 
of  their  purposes  was  frustrated,  they  formed  the  design  of 
occasioning  a  breach  in  that  alliance,  to  insure  their  own 
■uccess.     I  must  aci^uaint  you,  that  my  sou  Aeuf  ul  Dowla 


A 


AG.  TSST  WABEEy   HASTIXQa. 


33r 


had  formerly  threatened  to  seize  my  jaghire ;  but  upon  pro- 
ducing the  treaty  signed  by  you,  and  showing  it  to  Mr.  Mid- 
dleton,  he  interfered,  and  prevented  the  impending  ctiI.— 
The  conspiration  now  framed  an  aeeusation  against  me  of  a 
conduct,  which  I  never  had  conceived  even  in  idea,  of  render- 
ing assiatance  to  Eajah  Cheit  Sing.  Tlie  particulars  are  m 
foUow : — My  son,  Aauf  ul  Dowla,  and  his  miuistera,  with 
troops,  and  a  train  of  artillery,  accoiapanied  by  Mr.  Middle- 
ton,  on  the  16th  of  the  month  of  Mohurum,  arrived  at  Fyaa- 
bad,  and  made  a  demand  of  a  croro  of  rupees.  As  my  in- 
ability to  paj'  so  vast  a  sum  was  manifest,  I  produced  the  treaty 
you  signed  and  gave  me,  but  to  no  eifect ;  their  hearts  were 
determined  upon  violence.  I  offered  my  son  Asnf  ul  Dowla, 
whose  will  is  dearer  to  me  than  all  my  riches,  or  even  life 
itself,  whatever  money  and  goods  I  was  possessed  of;  but  an 
amicable  adjustment  seemed  not  worth  accepting ;  he  de- 
manded the  delivering  up  the  fort,  and  the  recall  of  the  troopis 
that  were  stationed  for  the  preserving  the  peace  of  the 
city.  To  me  tumult  and  discord  appeared  unnecessary.  I 
gave  up  these  points,  upon  which  they  seised  upon  my  head 
eunuchs,  Jewar  Ally  Cawn  and  Behar  Ally  Cawii,  and  sent 
them  to  Mr.  Middleton,  after  having  obliged  them  to  sign  a 
bond  for  sixty  lacks  of  rupees  ;  they  were  thrown  into  pristfc, 
with  fetters  about  theii-  feet,  and  denied  food  and  water.  I, 
who  had  never  even  in  my  dreams  experienced  such  an  oppres- 
sion, gaA^e  up  all  I  had  to  preserve  my  honour  and  dignity  ;  but 
this  would  not  satisfy  their  demands  ;  they  charged  me  with 
a  rupee  and  a  half  batta  upon  each  mohur,  and  on  this  ac- 
count laid  claims  upon  me  to  tlie  amount  of  six  lacks  some 
thousand  rupees,  and  sent  Major  QUpin  to  exact  the  pay- 
ment. Major  Gilpin,  according  to  orders,  at  first  was  im- 
portunate ;  but  being  a  man  of  experience,  and  of  a  beQO- 
volent  disposition,  when  he  was  convinced  of  my  want  of 
means,  he  changed  his  conduct,  and  was  willing  to  apply  to 
the  shroffs  and  bankers  to  lend  mo  the  money.  But  with 
the  loss  of  my  jaghires  my  credit  was  sunk;  1  could  not 
raise  the  sum ;  at  last,  feeling  my  helpless  situation,  I  col- 
lected my  wardrobe  and  furniture,  to  the  amount  of  about 
tliree  lacks  of  rupees,  besides  fifty  thousand  rupees,  which  I 
borrowed  from  one  place  or  other,  and  sent  Major  Gilpin 
with  it  to  Lucknow.     Mv  sufferings  did  not  terminate  here» 
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The  disturbances  of  Colonel  Hamiay  and  Mr.  Gordon  were 
made  a  pretence  for  seszmg  my  jaghire.     The  state  of  tfc 
matter  ia  tliia  ;  when  Colonel  llannay  was  hy  Tklr.  Hasting 
ordered  to  niairh  to  Benares  during  the  troubles  of  Cheff 
Sing,  tlie  Colonel,  who  had  plundered  fhe  whole  country,  wcu 
incapable  of  proceeding,  from  the  union  of  thousands  of 
mindars,  who   had  seized  this  favourable  opportunity;  th€ 
harassed  Mr.  Gordon  near  Junivard,  and  the  zemindars 
that  plaee  and  Acherpore  opposed  his  march  from  thenci 
till  he  arrived  near  Sanda.     As  the  Sanda  Nutta,  from 
overflowing,  was  difficult  to  eroes  without  a  boat,  Mr.  Gordfl 
sent  to  the  ibuzilar  to  supply  him  :  he  replied,  tiie  boats  were 
all  in  the  river,  but  would,  according  to  orders,  assist  him  a^^ 
soon  as  poBeiblc.     Mr.  Gordon's  situation  would  not  adn]|^| 
of  his  waiting ;  he  forded  the  Nutta  upon  his  elephant,  aiuH 
was  hospitably  entertained  and  protected  by  the  fouzdar  for 
sis.  days.     In  the  mean  time  a  letter  was  received  by  m^_ 
fi'om  Colonel  Hannay,  desiring  me  to  eaeort  Mr.  Gordon  t^| 
Pyzabad.     As  my  friendship  for  the  English  was  always  siB^^ 
cere,  I  readily  complied,  and  sent  some  companies  of  Ncjeebs 
to  escort  Mr.  Gordon,  and  all  his  efleeta,  to  Pyzabad  ;  where, 
having  ])rovided  for  iiia  entertainment,  I  effected  his  junction 
with  Colonel  Hannay.   The  letters  of  thanks  I  received  from 
both  these  gentlemen  upon  this  occasion  are  still  in  my  pos- 
session ;  copies  of  which  1  gave  in  chiirge  to  Major  Gilpin, 
to  he  delivered  to  Mr.  IMiddleton,  that  he  might  forward 
them  to  the  governor-general.     To  be  brief,  those  who  hav^e 
loaded  uie  with  accusations,  are  now  clearly  convicted  of 
falsehood.     But  is  it  not  eitraordinary^  notwitlistandiug  ti 
justness  of  my  cause,  that  nobody  relieves  my  misfortum 
Why  did  Major  Gilpin  return  without  effect  ? 

My  prayers  have  been  constantly  offered  to  Heaven 
voitr  arrival ;  report  has  announced  it ;  for  which  reason 
■have  taken  up  the  pen,  and  request  you  will  not  place  im- 
pUcit  eontidence  in  my  accusers,  but,  weighing  in  the  scale 
of  justice  their  falsehoods  and  my  representatione,  you  will 
eiert  your  influence  in  piitting  a  period  to  the  misfortunes 
with  w^hicb  I  am  overwhelmed. 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Colonel  Hannay  to  Jewar  Ally  Cawn 

and  Bahar  Ally  Cawn. 

I  had  the  pleas^iire  to  receive  your  friendly  letter,  fraught 
with  beuevoleuoe;  aud  whatever  favours  ymi,  my  friends, 
have  been  pleased  to  confer  respecting  Mr.  G-ordon.  alibrded 
me  the  greatest  pleasure. 

Placing  a  firm  reliance  on  your  irieudsliip,  I  am  in  expect- 
ation, that  the  aforesaid  gentleman,  with  his  baggage,  will 
arrive  at  Fyzabad  in  safety,  that  the  same  may  oblige  and 
afford  satisfaction  to  rao. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Gordon  ia  enclosed  to  yon — T  am  in 
expectation  of  its  being  enclosed  in  a  cover  to  the  anmil  of 
Saunda,  to  the  end  that  the  aiiinil  may  forward  it  to  the 
above-meutioued  gentleman,  and  procure  his  reply.  When- 
ever the  answer  arrives,  let  it  be  delivered  to  Hoolaa  Roy, 
who  will  forward  it  to  me. 

Always  rejoice  rae  by  a  few  lines  respecting  your  health. 
(Continue  to  honour  me  with  your  coraespondence.) 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Colonel  Hannay  to  Jewar  and  Bahar 
Ally  Cawn. 

Cawn  Saib,  my  indulgent  fiiends,  remain  uuder  the  pro- 
tection of  God. 

Tour  friendly  letter,  fraught  with  kindness,  accompanied 
by  an  honorary  letter  from  the  bcfjum  eaib,  of  exalted  dig- 
nity, and  enclosing  a  letter  from  Mr.  Gordon,  sent  through 
your  hircarahs,  obliged  and  rejoiced  me. 

With  respect  to  what  you  comraunicate  regarding  your 
not  having  received  an  auswer  to  jour  friendly  epifltle,  i 
became  perfectly  astonished,  as  a  reply  waa  written  from 
Mohadree ;  it  may  be  owing  to  the  danger  of  the  road,  that 
it  never  arrived ;  not  to  the  emallest  neglect  on  my  side  (or 
of  mine). 

I  now  send  two  letters  to  you  ;  one  by  the  Dawk  people, 
and  the  second  by  one  of  my  hircarahs,  (who  will  present 
them  to  yon,)  which  you  certainly  w  ill  receive. 

I  am  extremely  well  contented  and  pleased  with  the  friend- 
ahip  you  have  shown. 

iou  ^vrote  me  to  remain  perfectly  easy  concerning  Mr. 
c  2 
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Gordon. — Verilj,  from  the  kindness  of  you,  my  indu.L 
friends,  my  heart  is  quite  easy.    You  also  observed  and  men* 
tioned,  that  as  Mr.  Gordon's  coming  with  those  attached  toj 
him  (probably  his  eepoya  and  others)  might  he  attended  j 
with  difiiculty,  if  1  approved,  he  should  he  invited  alone  to 
Fyzabad. — -My  friends,  I  place  my  expectation  entirely  upon 
yoiur  fiiendships,  and  leave  it  to  you  to  adopt  the  manner  in 
which  the  said  Rentlcman  may  arrive  in  aecnrity  witbout 
molestation  at  Eyzabad ;  but  at  the  same  time,  let  the  plim 
be  80  managed,  that  it  may  not  come  to  the  knowledge  of 
any  zemindars;  in  thia  case  you  are  men  of  discemment 
However,  he  is  to  come  to  Fyzabad ;  extend,  your  aasistance 
and  endeavours. 

It  is  probable,  that  the  begum  saib,  of  high  dignity,  ^ 
received  authentic  intelligence  from  the  camp  at  Benares. 
Favour  me  with  the  coutenta  or  purport. 

From    Mr.    Gordon's  letter  I   understand,   that  Jfiftt 
Imaum  Baksh,  whom  you  despatched  thither,  (Saunda,)  h"* 
and  atill  continuea  to  pay  great  attention  to  that  gentlein»n«  1 
which  aflbrda  me  great  pleasure. 

An  auBwer  to  the  beg;um'B  letter  is  to  be  presented.    *  i 
also  send  a  letter  for  Mr.  Gordon,  which  please  to  forward.   | 

An  Address  from  Colonel  Hannay  to  the  Begum. 

Begum  Saib,  of  exalted  dignity  and  generosity,  &c.,  wh* 
God  preserve. 

Tour  exalting  letter,  fraught  with  grace  and  benevolence, 
that  through  youi'  imbounded  generosity  and  goodneBH  vaa 
sent  through  grace  and  favour,  I  had  the  honour  to  receiw 
in  a  fortunate  moment :  and  whatever  you  were  pleased  to 
write  respecting  Mr.  Gordon,  "  that  as  at  this  time  the 
Bhort-sighted  and  deluded  ryots  had  carried  their  diBturb- 
ances  and  ravages  beyond  all  boimda,  Mr.  Gordon's  coiniBo 
with  his  whole  people  (or  adherents)  might  be  attended  vritli 
difficulty  ;  and  therefore,  if  I  chose,  he  ahould  be  invited  to 
come  alone."  i^ow,  aa  yourHighnesa  ia  the  best  judge,  TOur 
faithful  servant  reposeth  his  moat  unbounded  hopes  ani  f-^' 
pectation  upon  your  Highness,  that  the  aforesaid  Mr.  Gordon 
may  arrive  at  Fyzabad  without  any  apprehension  or  daDg*^' 
1  ahall  be  then  extremely  lionoured  and  obliged. 
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Considering  me  in  the  light  of  a  firm  and  faithful  Hcrr- 
ant,  ctotiuue  to  houour  and  eialt  me  by  your  letters. 
What  further  can  I  my  ? 

A  Copy  of  an  yiddress  from  Mr.  Gordon  to  the  Begum. 

Begum  Saib,  of  exalted  dignity  and  generosity,  whom  God 
preserve. 

AftfT  presenting  tho  iiBual  profeasiona  of  servitude,  &c.  in 
the  custoroarv  manner,  my  address  ia  presented. 

Tour  gracious  letter,  in  answer  to  the  petition  of  your 
servant  from  Goondah,  exalted  me.  From  the  contents,  I 
became  unspeakably  impressed  with  the  honour  it  conferred. 
May  the  Almiglity  protect  that  royal  purity,  and  bestow 
happiness,  increase  of  wealth,  and  prosperity. 

The  welfare  of  your  servants  ia  entirely  owing  to  your 
favour  and  beuevoleuce.  A  few  days  have  elapaed  since  I 
arrived  tit  Goonduh  with  tho  colonel  saib. 

This  is  presented  for  your  Higliness's  information.  I 
cherieh  hopes  from  your  generosity,  that,  considering  me  in 
the  light  of  one  of  your  servants,  you  will  always  continue 
to  exalt  and  honour  me  with  your  gracious  letters. 

^lay  the  sun  of  prosperity  continually  shine! 

Copy  of  a  Letter  to  Makommed  Jewar  Alfy  Cawn  and  Bahar 
AUif  Cawn,  from  Mr.  Gordon. 
Sirs,  my  indulgent  friends, 
Kemain  under,  Ac.  Ac. 

After  complJmenta.  I  hai-e  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  you, 
that  yesterduy.  having  taken  leave  of  you,  I  passed  the 
night  at  Noorgtinge,  and  next  monn"ng  about  tea  or  eleven 
o'clock,  through  your  tavonr  and  benevolence,  arrived  safe 
at  Goondah  ;  Mur  Aboo  Buksh,  zemindar,  and  Mur  Euatum 
Ally,  accompanied  me. 

I'o  what  extent  can  I  prolong  the  praises  of  you,  my 
beneficent  friends  ?  May  the  Supreme  Being,  for  this  benign, 
eompasaionate,  humane  action,  have  you  in  hia  keeping,  and 
increase  yovir  prosperity,  and  speedily  grant  me  the  pleasure 
of  an  interview.  Until  which  lime  continue  to  favour  mo 
■with  finendly  letters,  and  oblige  me  by  any  commands  in  mjr 
power  to  execute. 

M»y  your  wishes  be  ever  crowned  with  succeas ! 

Mj  compliments,  &c.  &c.  Ac 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  f  mm  Colonel  Hannay  to  Jewar  Ally  Ci 
and  Bahar  Ally  Cawn. 

CawB  Saib,  my  indulgent  frienda, 
'Remain  under  tho  protection  of  the  Supreme  Being. 

After  compliments,  and  signifying  my  earnest  desire  of  an 
interview,  1  address  you. 

Tour  friendly  letter,  fraught  with  kindness,  I  had  the 
pleasure  to  receive  in  a  propitious  hour,  and  your  inexpress- 
ible kindness  in  sending  for  5Iur  Nassar  Ally  with  a  force 
to  Saiuida,  for  the  purpose  of  conducting  "Mr.  Gordon,  mth 
all  his  baggage,  who  is  now  arrived  at  Fyzabad. 

This  event  has  afforded  me  the  most  excessive  pleaaute 
and  satisfaction.  Jlay  the  Omnipotence  preserve  you,  niy 
atedfast  firm  friends.  The  pen  of  frieudshi])  itself  canao* 
sufficiently  express  your  generosity  and  benevolence,  »^* 
that  of  the  begum  of  high  dignity,  who  so  graciously  ^^ 
interested  herself  in  this  matter.  Enclosed  is  an  address  *?* 
her,  which  please  to  forward.  I  hope  from  your  frieiidsl>*t' 
xintil  we  meet,  you  will  continue  to  honour 
account  of  your  health  and  welfare 
write  P 


with 


ttn 


me  wuu        -i 
What  further  ca*^ 


V.  EEVOLFTIONS  IN  FAEKTJCKABAD. 


I. 

That  a  prince  called  Ahmed  Khan  was  of  a  family  amon^^^,^jy 
the  most  distuiguiahed  in  Hindostnu,  and  of  a  nation  famo^^^„^ 
through  that  empire  for  its  valour  in  acquiring,  and  its  poli- 
and  prudence  iu  well  governing,  the  ten-itories  it  had  ^^^.^g, 
quired,  called  the  Patans,  or  Afghans,  of  which  the  Kohil^^-^ 
were  a  braneh.     The  said  Ahmed  Khan  had  fixed  his  re 
dence  in  the  city  of  Farruckabad,  and  in  the  first  wars 
this  nation  in  India  the  said  Alinied  Khan  attached  hims 
to  the  Company  against  Sujah  Dowla,  then  an  enemy,  nc*^ 
a  dependent  on  that  Company.     Ahraed  Khan,  towards  t^    . 
close  of  his  life,  was  dispossessed  of  a  large  part  of  9^'^ 
dominions  by  the  prevalence  of  the  Mahratta  power;  b^*'*^ 
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his  SOD,  a  minor,  succeeded  to  his  pretensions,  and  to  tbu 
remainder  of  his  dominions.  The  ilahrattas  vrere  expelled 
by  Sujah  ul  Dovhi,  the  hite  \'izier,  who  findinp;  a  want  ol 
the  services  ot'the  Hon  and  sncccseior  of  Ahmed  Khan,  called 
jNIouzaffer  Juug,  did  not  onlv  g'uarnntee  hiui  iu  the  posaes- 
siou  of  what  he  then  ai^tuf^lly  held,  but  euj^atft  d  to  restore 
all  the  other  territories,  "whieh  had  been  occupii-d  hj  the 
Mahi-attaa :  and  this  was  confirmed,  hy  repeated  treaties 
and  aolernu  oaths,  by  the  late  A'izier  nnd  by  the  pi'esent ;  but 
neither  the  late  nor  the  present  vizier  fulfilled  their  engage- 
ments, or  observed  their  oaths :  the  former  having  withheld 
what  he  had  stipulated  to  reatore,  and  the  latter  not  only 
8ubjectifl|Lj  him  to  a  tribute,  instead  of  reatoriug  him  to  what 
his  father  had  unjuj*tly  withheld,  but,  having  iiiude  u  further 
invasion  by  depriving  him  of  fifteen  of  his  districts,  levying 
the  tribute  of  the  whole  on  tlie  little  that  remained,  and 
putting  the  small  renmiuB  of  hid  territory'  under  H  seques- 
trator or  collector  appointed  by  Almas  Ali  Khan,  who  did 
grievously  afflict  iuid  opjiresa  the  prince  and  territoiy  afore- 
said. 

That  the  hardships  of  his  case  being  frequently  represented 
to  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  he  did  suggest  a  doubt,  whether 
"that  little  ought  to  be  still  subject  to  tribute,"  indicating, 
that  the  said  tribute  might  be  hard  aud  inequitable;  but 
whatever  its  justice  migh#^  have  been,  that  "  from  the  earliest 
period  of  our  connexion  with  the  present  IS^abob  of  Oude,  it 
bad  invariably  conttiuied  a  part  of  the  funds  assigned  by  his 
Excellency  as  a  provision  for  the  liquidation  of  the  several 
public  demands  of  fhis  government  (Calcutta)  upon  him  ; 
and  ill  consequence  of  the  powers  the  board  deemed  it  ex- 
pedient to  vest  in  the  resident  at  his  eourt,  for  the  collection 
of  the  Company's  assignments,  a  sezauwil  [a  sequestrator] 
has  always  been  stationed  to  enforce  by  every  means  in  his 
power  the  payment  of  the  tribute."  And  the  said  tribute 
was,  in  consequence  of  this  arntugement,  not  paid  to  the 
Jfabob,  but  to  the  British  resident  at  Oude ;  aud  the  same 
being  therefore  under  the  direction,  and  for  the  sole  use,  of 
the  Company,  and  indeed  the  prince  himself  wholly  depend- 
ent, the  representatives  of  the  Baid  Company  were  reapons- 
ible  for  the  protection  of  the  prince^  and  for  the  good 
govemiuent  of  the  country. 
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That  the  said  Warren  HaBtingrs  did,  on  the  22nd  of  3fay, 
1780,  represent  to  the  board  of  Calcutta  the  condition  of  the 
Baid  couutry  in  tlie  following  manner; 

"  To  the  total  want  of  all  order,  regularity,  or  authority  in 
his  govorntncut,  (the  Farruckabad  government.)  among  o/^w 
obvious  causes^  it  may.  no  doubt,  be  owing,  that  the  country 
of  Farruckabad  is  become  an  almost  entire  waste,  without  cuU 
tivation,  or  inhabitants ;  that  the  capital,  which  but  a  very 
short  time  ago  was  distinguished  as  one  of  the  most  populout 
and  opulent  commercial  cities  in  Hindostan,  at  preaent  ex- 
hibits nothing  but  scenes  of  the  moHt  wretched  poverty, 
desolation,  auii  misery :  and  tho  Nabob  hiiiiBelf,  though  in 
poasesaion  of  a  tract  of  country,  which,  with  only  common 
care,  ia  notoriously  capable  of  yielding  an  annual  revenue  of 
between  thirty  and  forty  lacks,  (tbree  or  four  hundred 
thousand  pounds,)  with  no miHian/ estabfishmpnt  to  maintain, 
scarcely/  cmnmancUitg  the  means  of  bare  subsistence."  And 
the  said  Warren  Haatings,  taking  into  consideration  the  said 
state  of  the  country,  and  its  prince,  and  that  the  latter  had 
"  preferred  frerpient  complaints  "  (which  complaints  the  said 
Hastings  to  that  time  did  not  lay  before  the  board,  as  hia 
duty  required)  "  of  the  harthkips  and  indignities,  to  which  he 
is  subjected  by  the  conduct  of  the  sezauwil  [sequestrator] 
Btationed  in  the  country  for  the  purpose  of  levying  the  annual 
tribute,  which  he  ia  bound  by  treaty  to  pay  to  the  soubab  of 
Oude ; "  he,  the  said  Haatings,  did  declare  himself  "extremely 
desirous,  as  well  from  motivea  of  common  justice,  as  due  re- 
gard to  the  rank,  which  that  chief  holds  among  the  princes  oj 
Hindostan,  of  atibrding  him  relief."  And  he,  the  said  War»^B 
ren  Hastings,  as  the  means  of  the  said  relief,  did,  with  tb»^| 
consent  of  the  beard,  order  the  said  native  sequestrator  to  be 
removed,  and  an  Euglish  resident,  a  servant  of  the  Company, 
to  be  appointed  in  hia  room,  declaring,  "he  understood  a 
local  interference  to  be  indispensably  necessarif  for  realising 
the  vizier's  just  demands."  ^H 

III.  ™ 

That  the  said  native  sequestrator  being^  witbdrawnj  and  ■ 
reoident  appointed,  no  complaint  whatever  coucerning  thf 
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collection  of  the  revenue,  or  of  any  indignities  offered  to  thtt 
prince  of  tbe  country,  or  oppreasion  of  hia  subjects  by  the 
said  resident,  waa  made  to  the  superior  council  at  Calcutta ; 
yet  the  said  Warrer  Hastings  did,  nevertbeleaa,  in  a  certain 
paper,  purporting  to  be  n,  treaty  made  at  Chunar  with  the 
Nabob  of  Oiuie  on  the  19th  of  September,  1781,  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  f<aid  Nabob,  consent  to  an  article  therein,  "that 
no  English  reaident  be  appointed  to  FarruL'kabad,  and  that 
the  present  be  recalled;"  and  the  said  Warrt-n  lla-stinga 
knowing,  that  the  Nabob  of  Oiide  was  ill  affected  towards  tliie 
said  Nabob  of  Farrucbabad,  and  that  he  was  already  supposed 
to  have  oppressed  him,  did  justify  his  conduct  on  the  princi- 

Jles  and  in  the  words  following  ;  "  that  if  the  Nabob  Mozaffer 
ung  must  endure  oppression,  (and  I  dare  not  ot  this  timeprO' 
pose  his  total  relief,)  it  coucerna  the  reputation  of  our  govern- 
ment to  remove  owv participation  in  it."  And  the  said  Warren 
[Hastinga  making,  recording,  and  acting  upon  the  first  of 
le  said  false  and  inluiman  suppositions,  most  scandalous  to 
fchia  nation,  namely,  that  princes  paying  money  wholly  for 
the  use  of  the  Company,  and  directly  to  its  agent,  for  tbe 
maintenance  of  British  troops,  by  whose  force  and  power 
the  said  revenue  was  in  effect  collected,  must  of  necessity 
endure  oppression,  and  that  our  government  at  any  time 
dare  not  propose  their  total  relief,  was  a  high  offence  and 
misdemeanour  in  the  said  TV^arren  Hastings,  and  the  rather, 
I  because  in  tlie  said  treaty,  as  well  as  before  and  after,  the  said 
Hastings, who  pretended  not  to  dare  to  relieve  those  oppressed 

i by  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  did  assume  a  complete  authority  over 

^■Ihe  eaid  Nabob  hlmBclf,  and  did  dare  to  oppress  him. 


me 


IV. 


That  the  second  principle  assumed  by  the  aaid  "VVarreu 
Hastings,  as  a  ground  for  voluntarily  abandoning  the  pro- 
tection of  those,  whom  he  had  before  undertaken  to  relieve, 
on  the  sole  strength  of  his  oivn  authoriti/,  and  in  full  confi- 
dence of  the  lawful  foundation  thereof,  and  for  delivering 
over  the  persons  so  taken  into  protection,  under  false  names 
and  preteiided  descriptions,  to  known  oppression,  assert- 
ing, that  the  reputation  of  the  Company  waa  saved  by  re- 
moving this  apparent  participation,  when  the  new,  as  well 
as  the  old,  arrangen.entB  were  truly  and  substantially  acta  of 
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the  British  goTcrnnient,  waa  disingenuous,  deceitful,  and 
used  to  cover  iitijustiliable  designs,  fiiuce  the  said  Warreu 
Hastings  well  kiK^w,  that  all  opprcaRiona  exercised  by  the 
Nabob  of  Oude  were  solely,  and  in  this  instance  particularly, 
iiplifld  by  British  force,  and  were  impiittd  to  this  nation ^H 
and  because  he  himself,  in  not  more  than  three  days  after  the^^ 
execution  of  this  treaty,  and  in  virtue  thereof,  did  direct  the 
British  resident  at  Oude  in  orders,  to  which  he  required  fii$, 
snost  impHcii  obedience,  "  that  the  ministers  (the  Nabob  of 
Oude'a  ministers)  arc  to  choose  all  aumik  and  collectors  of  ^ 
revenue  with  your  concurrence. "  And  the  dishonour  to  the 
Compiuiy  in  thus  deceitfidly  eoucurring  in  oppression,  which 
they  were  able  and  were  bnaud  to  prevent,  is  nuich  agt^'a- 
vated  by  the  said  Warren  ITastinefs's  receiving  from  the  per- 
son, to  whose  oppression  lie  had  delivered  the  said  prince,  as 
a  private  gift  or  donation  to  himself,  and  for  his  own  use,  a 
Bum  of  money,  amounting  to  one  hundred  tiiousaud  pounds 
and  upwards,  which  might  give  just  ground  of  suspicion,  that 
the  said  gift  from  the  oppressor  to  the  person  surrendering 
the  person  injured  to  his  mercy  might  have  had  some  share 
in  the  said  criminnJ  transaction.  i 

^:     .   .  .   .  ■ 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  (in  the  paper  justify- 
ing the  said  surrender  of  the  prince,  put  by  himself  under 
the  protection  of  the  East-India  Compnny)  assert.  "  that  it 
was  a  fact,  that  the  Nabob  Muzzattor  J  ung  (the  Nabob  of 
Parruckabad)  is  equally  urgent  with  tlie  Nabob  vizier  for 
the  removal  of  a  resident,"  without  producing,  as  he  ought  ^- 
to  have  done,  any  document  to  prove  his  intprobable  ;i»>^| 
aertion,  namely,  his  assertinn,  that  the  oppressed  prince  did^' 
apply  to  his  known  enemy  and  oppressor,  the  Nabob  of 
Oude,  (who,  if  he  would,  was  not  able  to  relieve  him  against 
the  will  of  the  English  government,)  rather  than  to  that 
English  governraent,  which  he  must  have  conceived  to  be 
more  impartial,  to  which  he  had  made  his  former  complaint, 
and  which  was  alone  able  to  relieve  him.  ^^ 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings.,  in  the  said  n-riting,  did 
farther  convey  an  insinuation  of  an  ambiguous,  but.  on  any 
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constniction,  of  a  euspicioiis  and  dangerous  import;  viz.  "it 
is  a  fact,  tbat  Mr.  Shee's  (the  resident's)  antliority  over  the 
territory  of  Farmekflljtid  is  in  it!»L-lf  ns  muih  subversive  of 
that  {of  the  lawful  rulers)  aa  that  of  the  vizier's  auinil  (eol- 
It'ctor)  ever  was,  and  is  the  more  oppressive,  as  the  power 
from  whence  it  is  derived  js  greater,"  The  enid  aasertioil 
proceeds  upon  a  supposition  of  the  illegality  both  of  the 
Nabob's  aud  the  Cotnpauy's  government ;  all  consideration 
of  the  title  to  authority  beinsf  tiierefore  on  that  supposition 
put  out  of  the  ijuestiuti,  and  the  wliole  turning  only  upon 
the  exercise  of  authority,  the  sjiitl  Hastings's  suggestion,  that 
the  oppression  of  governtiieut  must  be  in  proportion  to  its 
power,  is  the  result  of  a  false  and  dangerous  principle,  and 
Buch  as  it  is  criminal  for  any  person  intrusted  with  tlio  lives 
aud  fortunes  of  men  to  entei'tain,  uiueh  more  publicly  to 
profess  as  a  rule  of  action,  us  the  same  hath  a  direct,  tendency 
to  make  the  new  and  powerfid  govcruiuent  of  this  kingdom 
iu  India  dreadful  to  the  natives,  and  odious  to  the  world. 
But  if  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  mean  thereby  indirectly 
to  insinuate,  that  oppressious  liad  been  actually  exercised 
under  the  British  authority,  he  ivaa  bound  to  inquire  into 
these  oppressions,  and  to  animadvert  on  the  person  guilty  of 
the  same,  if  jiroof  thereof  could  be  had  ;  and  the  more,  as  the 
authority  was  given  by  himself  and  the  perston  exercising  it 
was  by  himself  also  named.  And  the  said  Warren  Ilastinga 
did  on  another  ocea.'iion  assert,  tbat  "whether  they  were 
well  or  ill  fonutled  lie  never  had  an  opportunity  to  ascertain." 
But  it  is  not  true,  that  the  said  Hastings  did  or  could  want 
Bueh  opportunity :  the  fact  being,  that  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  did  never  cause  any  inquiry  to  be  made  into  any 
(supposed  abuses,  dnriug  the  said  residency,  but  did  give  a 
pension  of  fifteen  hundred  pounds  a  year  to  the  said  late 
resident,  as  a  compeusation  to  him  for  an  injiu-y  received, 
and  did  afterwards  promote  the  resident,  as  a  faithful  servant 
of  the  Com[)any,  (aud  nothing  appears  to  show  him  other- 
wise,) to  a  judicial  otliee  of  high  trust ;  thereby  taking  away 
all  credit  from  any  grounds  asserted  or  insinuated  by  the 
said  Hastings  for  delivering  the  said  Nabob  of  FaiTuckabad 
to  the  baud  of  a  known  eueuiv  and  oppivssor,  who  had  al- 
ready, «-ontrary  to  repeated  treaties,  deprived  him  of  a  largo 
pai-t  of  his  tenitories. 
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Tlial;  on  the  said  Warren  Hastings's  representation  of  tli» 
transantion  aforesaid  to  the  court  of  directors,  thev  did 
heavily  and  justly  censure  the  said  Warren  Hastings  for  the 
eaine,  and  did  convey  their  censure  to  him,  recommendiDg 
relief  to  the  suffering  prince,  but  without  any  order  Ibr 
sending  a  new  resident ;  being,  as  it  may  be  supposed,  pre- 
vented fii>ra  taking  that  step  by  the  faith  of  the  treaty  mad" 
.at  Chunar. 

if  vin. 

That  all  the  oppressions  foreseen  by  him  the  said  "Wan** 
Hastings,  when  he  made  the  article  aforesaid  in  the  trei^^J 
of  Chuuar,  did  actually  happen  ;  for  immediately  on  the  **\ 
moval  of  the  British  resident,  the  country  of  Farruckat''*\ 
was  subjected  to  the  discretion  of  a  certain  native  mana.^  -i 
of  revenue,  called  Almaa  Ali  KhSn,  who  did  impoverish  ^^^^ 
oppress  the  country,  and  insult  the  prince,  and  did  depr*  ^ 
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him  of  all  subsistence  from  his  own  estates;  taking  ^^\J^ 
him  even  his  gardens,  and  the  tomba  of  his  ancestors,  ^p-"*^ 
the  funds  for  maintaining  the  same. 

IX. 

That  on  complaint  of  those  proceedings  the  said  HastiniJ^^tYv 
did,  of  his  own  authority,  and  without  communicating  wi  ^^^  -^er 
his  council,  direct   the  native  collector  aforesaid  to  be  T^       >^ 
moved,  and  the  territory  of  Farruckabad  to  be  left  to  tC^j^-^e 
sole  mauagemeut  of  its  natural  prince.     But  in  a  short  tintf^^^^^ts* 
the  said  Hastings,  pretending  to  receive  many  complaiutrf-^^^^  glly 
purporting  that  tfie  tribute  to  the  Nabob  remained  wholl*^*^^  the 
unpaid,  aud  the  agent  to  the  prince  of  Farruckabad  at  ^i^       ^x^ 
presidency,  and  afterwards  chief  manager  to  the  prince  afon''^      ^  \^. 
said,  having,  as  the  said  Warreu  Hastings  saith,  '"  had  the  ii*^-^  ^-^ich 
Boletiee  to  propagate  a  report,  that  the  interference,  to  whic^  -^  .^lafd 
his  master  owed  the  power  he  then  enjoyed,  was  purchas^'^Z.     i,g. 
through  him,"  he  the  said  Hastings  did  again  (but,  as  b-^^ 
fore,  without  the  council)  "  withdraw  his  protection  and  y:^         . 
terferenee  altogether"  on  or  about  the  month  of  Auguff -*-^-^ 
1782,  and  did  signify  his  resolution  through  the  refide^-*^^^* 
Middlcton,  to  the  Xahob  vizier.     But  the  said  Hastin*=^=^%* 
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asserts,  that  "  the  consequence  of  this  hia  own  second  dere- 
liction of  the  prince  of  Farruckahad  was  an  aggravated  n- 
ttewal  of  (he  severities  exercised  against  hi^  goverunieut,  and 
^■ihe  re-appoiutment  of  a  sczawnll,  with  powtirs  delegated,  or 
^^Msumed,  to  the  utter  extinction  of  the  rights  of  Muzuffer 
^^3ung,  and  actually  depriving  him  of"  the  means  of  suhaiat- 
^Pence."     And  the  said  Hastings  did  receive,  on  the  IGth  of 
February,  1783,  from  the  prince  aforesaid,  a  hitter  complaint 
of  the  same  to  the  following  toner : 

"  Tlie  miaeries  which  have  fallen  upon  my  conntry,  and  the 
poverty  and  distress  which  have  been  heaped  upon  me  by  the 
re-appointmeut  of  the  sezawall,  arts  sui-h,  tliat  a  relation  of 
them  woidd,  I  am  convinced,  excite  tire  strongest  feelings  of 
compassion  m  your  breast.  But  it  is  iniposeible  to  relate 
them  ;  on  one  side,  my  country  ruined,  and  uncultivated  to  a 
degree  of  desolation,  which  exceeds  ail  description ;  on  the 
other,  my  domestic  concerns  and  connexiona  involved  *«  such 
a  stale  of  distress  and  horror,  that  even  the  relations,  the  chil- 
dren, and  the  wives  of  my  father,  are  stannng  in  want  of  dailt/ 
bread,  and  are  on  the  point  of  flf/ing  voluntary  exiles  from 
their  country,  a»dfrom  each  other." 

But  although  the  said  Hnatiugs  did,  on  the  16th  of  Feb- 
ruary, receive  and  admit  the  justice  of  the  said  complaint, 
and  did  not  deny  the  urgent  necessity  of  redress,  the  said 
letter  containing  the  following  sentence, "  if  there  should  be 
any  delay  in  your  acceptance  of  this  proposal,  my  existence 
and  the  existence  of  my  funiily  will  become  dijficult  and  doubt- 
ful:"— and  although  he  did  admit  the  hiterference  to  be  the 
more  urgently  demanded,  "  as  the  services  of  the  English 
troops  have  been  added  to  enforce  the  authority  of  the  sexa." 
wall,"  and  although  he  admits  also,  that  even  before  that 
time  similar  complaints  and  applicationa  had  been  made,  yet 
he  did  withhold  the  said  letter  of  comjjlaint,  a  minute  of 
which  he  asserts  he  had,  at  or  about  that  time,  prepared  for 
the  relief  of  the  sufferer,  from  the  board  of  council,  and 
did  not  so  much  as  propose  anything  relative  to  the  same 
for  seven  mouths  after,  viz.  until  the  6th  of  October,  1783  •. 
the  said  letter  and  minute  being,  as  he  asserts,  "  withheld, 
from  cauaea  not  necessary  to  mention,  from  presentation." 
By  which  means  the  said  country  and  prince  did  sufter  a 
long  continuajice  of  unnecessary  hardship,  from  which  tho 
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paid  Hastings  confessed  it  "vvas  his  duty  to  relieve  thenij  and 
that  a  Britisli  resiileut  was  necessary  at  Farruckabad  "  from 
a  sense  of  euhnnssiion  to  the  implied  orders  of  the  court  ofi^| 
directors,  in  their  letter  of  1783.  hitely  received,  added  to>^l 
the  conviction  I  have  LONG  5iiV'C£  entertained  of  the  ne- 
cessity of  such  an  appointment  fo"  the  preservation  of  our 
national  credit,  aud  the  nieans  of  rescuing  an  ancient  and 
respectable  family  from  ruin." 

And  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  at  length  perform 
what  he  thought  had  long  since  been  necessary,  and  in  con- 
tradiction to  hia  cngagementa  with  the  Nabob  in  the  treaty 
of  Chunar  ;  and  against  his  strong  remonstrances,  urging 
his  huinihation  from  this  mea&ure,  aud  the  faith  of  the  agree- 
ment, and  against  his  ovrn  former  deelaratioii,  that  it  con- 
cerned the  reputation  of  our  govennneut  to  remove  our 
participutiou  in  the  oppressions,  which  be,  the  said  Hastings, 
supposed  the  prince  of  Farruckabad  must  undergo,  did  once 
more  recommend  to  the  council  a  British  resident  at  Farrucka- 
bad, and  the  withdrawing  the  native  sezawall ;  no  course  be- 
ing left  to  the  said  Haetings  to  take,  which  was  not  a  violar 
tion  of  some  eng.igetnenfc,  and  a  contradiction  to  some 
principle  of  justice  and  policy  by  him  deliberately  advanced, 
and  entered  on  record. 

That  Mr.  Willes  being  appointed  rc.iidcnt,  and  having  ar- 
rived at  Farruckabad  on  the  25th  of  February,  1784,  with 
iDstruetinua  to  inquire  minutely  into  the  state  of  the  coun- 
try and  the  rulii^g  fiimily,  he,  the  said  resident  \Yilie9,iu  obedi- 
ence thereto,  did  fully  explain  to  him,  the  governor-general, 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  (he  being  then  out  of  the  Com- 
pany's provinces,  at  Lucknow,  on  a  delegation,  whicb  re- 
spected this  very  country  as  part  of  the  dependencies  of 
Oude.)  the  situation  of  the  province  of  Farruckabad ;  but  the 
Baid  Warren  Hastings  did  not  take  or  recommend  any  measure 
•whatsoever  for  the  relief  thereof  in  consequence  of  the  said 
representation  :  nor  even  communicate  to  tlie  council-general 
the  said  representation  ;  and  it  was  not  until  the  28tb  of 
June,  17S3,  that  is,  sixteen  months  from  the  arrival  of  the 
resident  at  his  station,  that  au^rthing  was  laid  before  the  board 
relative  tu  the  regulation  or  relief  of  tlie  distressed  country 
aforesaid,  and  that,  not  from  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  but 
from  other  members  of  the  council;  which  purposed  neglect 
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of  duty,  joined  to  the  pret'edinc;  wilful  delay  of  neven  months 
m  proposing  the  said  relief  origiimlly,  cfiu-^cd  near  two  yeara* 
delay.  And  the  »aid  Warren  Hastings  is  further  culpable 
in  not  communicating  to  tire  council-board  the  order,  which 
he  had  of  his  own  authnrity,  and  without  any  powers  irom 
them,  given  to  the  said  resideut  Willes,  and  did  thereby  pre- 
vent thcni  from  talking  Hueh  steps  na  might  counteract  the 
ill  effects  of  the  said  order  ;  whit-h  order  purported,  that  the 
said  Willoa  was  not  to  interfere  with  the  Nabob  of  Farrucka- 
bad'a  government,  for  the  regulatiuu  of  which  he  waa  in 
eflect  appointed  to  the  residency ;  declaring  aa  follows  :  "  I 
rely  much  on  your  moderation  and  good  judgment,  which  I 
hope  will  enable  you  to  regulate  your  conduct  towards  the 
Nabob  and  his  servants  in  such  a  manner,  that  without  i/iter- 
feriny  ill  the  rxecuiive  part  of  his  government  you  may  render 
him  esaeutial  service  by  your  council  and  advice'*  And  thia 
restriction  the  said  Hastings  did  impoao,  which  totally  frus- 
trated the  purpose  nf  the  resident'a  mission,  though  he  well 
knew,  and  had  frequently  stated,  the  extreme  imbecility  and 
weakness  of  the  said  Nabob  of  Farrnekabad,  and  his  subjec- 
tion to  unworthy  servants.  And  in  the  minute  of  conenlta- 
tion,  upon  which  he  founded  the  appointment,  he  did  state 
the  Nabob  of  Farruckabad  "  as  a  weak  and  unespertouced 
young  man,  who  had  abandoned  himself  entirely  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  his  servants  ;  and  the  reatoratiou  of  his  independ- 
^  (nee  was  followed  by  a  total  breach  of  the  engagements  he 
'tad  promised  to  fulid,  attended  by  pointed  instances  of  con- 
tumacy and  disrespect,"  And  in  tlie  said  minute  the  said 
Hastings  adds,  (as  before  mentioned,)  his  principal  servant 
and  manager  had  propagated  a  n-port,  that  th.a^''  interferenee, 
(namely,  his  the  said  Hastings's  interference,)  to  which  his 
master  owed  the  power  he  then  enjoyed,  was  purchased  by 
'  itn,"  the  principal  servant  aforesaid  ;  yet  he,  the  said  Hast- 
ings, who  had  assigned  on  record  the  character  of  the  said 
^'abob,  and  the  conduct  of  his  servants,  and  the  aforesaid 
report  t>f  his  principal  servant,  so  liighly  dishonourable  to 
him  the  said  Hastings,  as  reasons  for  taking  away  the  inde- 
pendency of  the  Nabob  of  Farruckabad,  and  the  subjecting 
him  to  tiie  oppression  of  the  Nabob  of  Oude'a  officer,  Alniar 
AIL,  did  again  establish  the  pretended  independence  of  the 
Baid  prince  of  Farmckabadj  and  the  real  independence  of  hia 
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corrupt  and  perfidious  servmila,  not  against  the  Nabob  of 
Oude,  but  against  a  British  residpnt  appointed  by  himself, 
("  B.B  a  chnracter  eminently  qualified  for  such  a  charge,")  for 
the  correction  of  those  evila,  and  for  rendering  the  prince 
sroresnid  an  useful  ally  to  the  Company,  and  restoring  hia 
dominions  to  order  and  plenty, 

TJiat  the  said  Hnstiuga  did  not  only  disable  the  resident  at 
Farruckabad  by  hia  said  prohibitory  letter,  but  did  render 
his  very  remaining  at  all  in  that  station  perfectly  precarious 
by  a  pubaequent  letter,  renderiug  him  liable  to  dismiseion  bj^n 
the  vizier — thereby  changing  the  tenure  of  the  resident'l^H 
office,  and  changing  him  from  a  minister  of  the  Company, 
dependent  on  the  governor-general  in  council,  to  a  depend- 
ent upon  an  unresponsible  power ;  in  this  also  acting  with- 
out the  council,  aud  by  his  own  usurped  authority ;  and 
accordingly  the  resident  did  declare,  in  hia  letter  of  the  24th 
of  April,  1785,  "  that  the  eituation  of  the  country  Avas  niore 
dietreasful  than  when  he  (the  prince  oi"  Farruckabad)  ad- 
dressed himself  for  relief  in  1783  ;  and  that  he  was  sorry  to 
B&y,  that  hia  appointment  at  Parruckabad  was  of  no  use,** 
That  though  the  old  tribute  could  not  be  paid,  owing  to 
famine  and  other  causes,  it  was  increased  by  a  new  imposi- 
tion, making  the  whole  equal  the  entire  gross  produce  of  the 
revenue  ;  that  therefore  there  %\nM  not  be  "  antfikinff  for  the 
subsisfence  of  the  Nabob  and  family."  And  the  uncles  of 
the  said  Nabob  of  Farruckabad,  the  brethren  of  the  late 
Ahmed  Khan,  (who  had  rendered  important  servicea  to  the 
Company,)  and  their  cbUdrcn,  in  a  petition  to  the  resident, 
represented,  that  soon  after  the  succession  of  Mouzaffer 
Jung  "  their  misery  commenced.  The  jaghires,  (lands  and 
estates,)  on  which  they  subaiHted,  were  disallowed.  Our 
distress  is  great  5  we  have  neither  clothes  nor  food.  Though 
we  felt  hurt  at  the  idea  of  explaining  our  situation,  yet, 
could  we  have  found  a  mode  of  conveyance,  we  would  have 
proceeded  to  Calcutta  for  redress.  The  scarcity  of  grain  thi« 
flcason  is  an  additional  niisfortunB.  With  difficulty  we  sup- 
port life.  From  your  presence  without  the  provinces  we 
expect  relief.  It  is  not  the  custom  of  the  Company  to  de- 
prive the  zemindars  and  jaghiredara  of  the  means  of  aub- 
eistence.     To  your  justice  we  look,  up." 

This  being  the  situation  of  the  persoa  and  family  of  tbJ 
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Nabob  of  rarruclcabad  and  bia  nearest  relations,  tbe  state  of 
the  country  and  its  capital,  prevented  fri>ra  all  relief  by  the 
said  Warren  llastinj^9,  ia  described,  in  the  following  words, 
jy  tbe  resident  WiDea  : 

"  Almas  All  baa  taken  tbe  pergunnab  of  Marara  at  a  very 
inadequate  rent,  and  his  aumilH  have  seized,  many  adjacent 
villages  ;  the  perpimnaba  of  Coeutmow  and  Souje  are  con- 
stantly plundered  by  hia  people.  The  collection  of  tbe  gauta 
near  Futty  Ghur  has  been  seized  by  the  vizier's  cutwal,  and 
tbe  zemindars  in  four  pergxmnaha  are  so  refractory  as  to  have 
fortified  themselves  in  their  gurries,  and  to  refuse  all  pay- 
ments of  revenue.  This  is  the  state  of  the  pergunnaba ; 
and  Farrvckabad,  which  was  once  the  seat  of  great  opulence 
and  trade,  is  rioto  dniiy  deserted  by  its  inhabitants  ;  its  trails 
mouldering  awai/,  without  police,  without  protection  ;  exposed 
to  the  depredations  of  a  banditti  of  two  or  three  hundred  rob- 
bers, tcho,  night  after  night,  enter  it  for  plunder,  tnurdering 
all  who  oppose  them.  The  ruin  that  has  overtaken  this  coun- 
try, is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  when  it  is  considered,  that  there 
has  been  no  stable  government  for  many  years.  There  baa 
been  the  Nabob  vizier's  authority,  his  ministers,  the  residents 
at  Lueltuow,  the  sezawaUs,  tbe  carap  autbority,  the  Nabob 
Muxufler  Jung's,  and  that  of  twenty  dewans  or  adviflera.  No 
Butbority  sufficiently  predominant  to  establish  any  regula- 
tions for  the  benefit  of  the  country,  whilst  each  authority 
baa  been  exerted,  as  opportunity  ofiered,  for  temporary  pur- 
poses." 

"  Such  being  the  present  deplorable  state  of  Farmckabad 
I       and  its  districts,  in  the  ensuing^  year  it  will  be  in  vain  to 
L      look  for  revenue,  if  some  regulatious  equal  to  the  exigency 
^■1)6  not  adopted.     The  whole  country  will  be  divided  between 
^^Ihe  neighbouring  powerful  aumils,  the  refractory  zemindaTS, 
^^  and  banditti  of  robbers  ;   and  tbe  Patans,  who  might  be 
I       made  useful  subjects,  will  lij  from  tbe  scene  of  anarchy. 
'       The  crisis  appears  now  come,  that  either  some  plan  of  go- 
vernment should  be  resolved  on,  so  as  to  form  faithlul  sub- 
jects on  the  frontier,  or  tbe  country  be  given  up  to  its  fate  ; 
and  if  it  be  abfUTdoned,  there  can  be  little  doubt  but  that 
the  Mahrattas  will  gladly  seize  on  a  station  so  favourable  to 
incursions  into  tbe  vizier's  dominions ;  will  attach  to  their 
interests  the  Hindoo  zemindars,  and  possess  tbemsoivea  of 
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forts,  which,  witb  little  expense  made  formidable,  would  gitre 
employment  perhaps  to  the  whole  of  our  force,  ghould  it  be 
ever  necessary  to  recover  them." 

Thnt  the  council  at  Calcutta,  on  the  representation  afore- 
said made  by  the  resident  at  Farruckahad,  did  propose  and 
record  a  jdan  for  the  better  government  of  the  said  country, 
but  dill  df'lay  the  execution  of  the  same,  until  the  arrange- 
ments made  by  the  said  Ilaatinga  with  the  Nabob  vizier 
should  be  known ;  but  the  said  Hastingis,  as  far  as  in  him 
lay,  did  entirely  set  aside  any  plan,  that  could  be  formed  for 
that  purpose  upon  the  basis  of  a  British  resident  at  Farruck- 
abad,  by  enfrapmg  with  the  said  Nabob  vizier,  that  no  British 
influence  sbail  be  employed  within  his  dominions,  and  he 
has  cnfi;ap;ed  to  that  prince  not  to  abandon  him  to  any  other 
mode  of  relation ;  and  he  has  informed  the  court  of  directors, 
that  the  territories  of  the  Nabob  of  Oude  will  be  ruined, 
residents  are  sent  into  them,  observing,  that  "  resideu 
never  will  be  sent  for  any  other  purposes  than  those 
Tenr»^eance  and  corruption." 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  declare  to  the  court 
of  directors,  that  in  his  opinion  the  mode  of  relief  most  ef- 
fectual, and  most  lenient  with  regard  to  Farruckahad,  would 
be  to  nominate  one  of  the  family  of  the  prince  to  superintend 
his  afiairs,  and  to  secure  the  payments ;  but  this  plan,  which 
appears  to  be  most  connected  with  the  rights  of  the  ruliug 
family,  Avhilst  it  provides  against  the  imbecilitj'  of  the  natural 
lord,  and  is  free  from  his  objection  to  a  resident,  is  the  only 
one,  which  the  said  Hastings  never  has  executed,  or  even 
proposed  to  execute. 

That  the  said  Hastings,  by  the  agreements  aforesaid,  hat 
left  the  Company  in  such  an  alternative,  that  they  can  nei- 
ther relieve  the  said  prince  of  Farruckahad  from  oppression 
without  a  breach  of  the  engagements  entered  into  by  him, 
the  said  Hastings,  with  the  Nabob  vizier  in  the  name  of 
the  Company,  nor  suffer  him  to  remain  under  the  said  op- 
pression without  violating  all  faith,  ami  all  the  rules  of  jus- 
tice with  regard  to  him.  And  the  said  Hastings  hath  directly 
made  or  authorized  no  leas  than  six  revolutions  in  less  than 
five  years  in  the  aforesaid  harassed  province ;  by  which  fre- 
quent and  rapid  changes  of  government,  all  of  them  made  in 
contradiction  to  all  his  own  declared  motives  and  reasons  fof 
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the  several  acts  successively  done  and  undone  in  tliia  trans- 
action, the  distresses  of  the  countrjj  and  the  disorders  in  its 
administration,  have  been  highly  aggravated;  and  in  the 
said  irregular  proceediuga,  and  in  the  gross  and  complicated 
violations  of  faith  with  all  parties,  the  said  Haatiuga  ia  guilty 
of  high  crimes  and  iniBdemeanours. 


Tl.   DE8TEUCTI0N  OF  THE  EAJAH  OF 

SAHLOKE. 


L 

That  the  late  Nabob  of  Dude,  Siija  ul  Dowla,  did  (on 
what  reasons  of  policy,  or  pretences  of  justice,  is  unknown) 
dispossess  a  certain  native  person  of  distiuetiou,  or  eminent 
Eajah,  residing  in  the  country  of  tSahlone, "  the  lineal  descend- 
ant of  the  most  powerful  Hindoo  family  in  that  part  of 
Hindostan,"  of  his  patrimonial  estate;  and  conferred  the 
same,  or  part  of  the  same,  on  his  (the  Nabob's)  motherj  as  a 
jaghire  [or  estate]  for  the  term  of  her  life ;  and  the  mother 
of  the  Nabob,  in  order  to  quiet  the  country,  and  to  satisiy, 
in  some  measure,  the  principal  and  other  inhabitants,  did 
allow  and  pay  a  certain  pension  to  the  said  Eajah ;  which 
pension,  on  the  general  confiscation  of  jaghires,  (made  afc  the 
instigation  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings,)  and  by  the  letting 
the  lands  so  confiscated  to  farmers  at  rack-rents,  was  dis- 
continued, and  refused  to  be  paid ;  and  the  discontinuance  of 
the  said  pension  "  on  account  of  the  peraoual  respect  borne 
to  the  Eajah,  (as  connexions  with  hiiu  are  Bought  for,  and 
thought  to  confer  honour,)  "  did  cause  an  universal  discontent, 
and  violent  commotions,  in  the  district  of  Saiilone,  aiid  other 
parts  of  the  province  of  Oude,  with  great  consequent  effusioa 
of  blood,  and  interruption,  if  not  total  discontinuance,  to  the 
collection  of  the  revenues  in  those  parts,  other  than  as  the 
same  w^as  irregularly,  and  with  great  damage  to  the  country, 

I  enforced  by  British  troops. 
That  Mr.  Lumsdaine,  the  officer  employed  to  reduce  those 
disordered  parts  of  the  province  to  submiaaion,  after  several 
advantages  gained  over  the  Eajah  and  hia  adherents,  &uJ 
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eipellinfi^  him  from  the  country,  did  repTesent  the  utter  im- 
nosaibility  of  hrinering  it  to  a  permanent  fiettlcment  merely 
by  forcible  methoda ;  as  iu  any  of  his  (the  Eajah's)  incursions 
it  would  not  be  necessary  to  bring  even  a  force  \rith  him,  as 
the  zemindars  [landed  proprietors  and  freeholders]  are  much 
attached  to  the  Eajah,  whom  they  consider  ae  their  hereditary 
prince,  ami  nev^er  fail  to  assist  him ;  and  that  his  rebellion 
against  government  ia  not  looked  on  as  a  crime :  "  and  Mr. 
Lumsdaine  declared  it "  as  his  clear  opinion,  that  the  allowing 
the  said  Rajah  a  pension,  suitable  to  his  rank  and  influence 
in  the  country,  would  be  the  most  certain  mode  of  obtaining 
a  permanent  peace;  "  alleging  among  other  cogent  reasons, 
"that  the  expense  of  the  force  necessary  to  be  employed  to^ 
Bubdue  the  country  might  be  spared,  and  employed  elsewhere  | 
and  that  the  people  would  return  to  their  villages  with  the' 
cattle  and  effects,  and  of  course  government  have  some  se 
curity  for  the  revenue,  whereas  at  present  they  have  none; 
and  the  representation  containing  that  prudent  and  tetn'j 
perate  counsel,  given  by  a  military  man  of  undoubted  in- 
formation, and  perfect  experience  in  the  local  circumstances 
of  the  country,  was  transmitttd  by  the  resident  Bristow  to 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  who  did  wilfully  and  criminally 
omit  to  order  sny  relief  to  the  said  Eajah  in  conformity  to 
tlie  general  tteuse  and  mshea  of  the  inhabitants  ;  a  compliance 
with  whose  so  reasonable  an  expectation  his  duty  in  restor- 
ing the  tranquillity  of  the  country,  and  in  retrieving  the 
honour  of  the  English  government,  did  absolutely  require. 
But,  instead  of  making  such  provision,  a  price  was  set  upon 
his  head ;  and  several  bodies  of  Britisli  troops  being  em- 
ployed to  pursue  hun,  after  many  skirmishea  and  much  blood- 
shed, and  mutual  waste  of  the  country,  the  said  Eajah, 
honoured  and  respected  by  the  natives,  was  hunted  down,  and 
at  length  killed  in  a  thicket. 


VII.  CONTEACTS. 


That  the  court  of  directors  of  the  East-India  Company 
had  laid  down  the  following  fundamental  rules  for  the  con- 
duct of  Buoh  of  the  Company's  business  in  Bengal  as  couJd 
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be  performed  by  contract ;  and  had  repeatedly  and  etrictly 
ordered  the  governor  and  council  of  Fort  Willtara  to  oh- 
nerxc  those  niles ;  viz.  that  all  coutrai^ts  should  be  publicly 
advertised,  and  the  inoat  reasonable  proposals  accepted  ;  that 
the  contracts  of  provisions,  and  for  furnishing  draught  and 
carriage  bullocka  for  the  army,  should  bo  annual;  and  that 
they  should  not  faU  to  advertise  for  and  receive  proposals  for 
those  contracts  eveTy  year. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  direct  diaobedience  to 
the  said  positive  orders,  iind,  as  the  directors  themselves  eay, 
by  a  most  deliberate  breach  of  his  duty,  did,  in  Sfpteniber, 
1777,  accept  of  proposals  offered  by  Ernest  Alexander  .John- 
son for  providing  draught  and  carriage  bullocks,  and  for 
victualling  the  Europeans,  without  advertising  for  proposals, 
as  he  was  expressly  commanded  to  do,  and  extended  the  con- 
tract for  three  years,  v^hich  was  positively  ordered  to  be 
annual:  and,  notwithstanding  that  extension  of  the  period, 
which  ought  at  least  to  have  been  compensated  by  some  ad- 
vantage to  the  CoBipauy  in  the  conditions,  did  conclude  the 
said  contract  upon  fertns  less  advantageous  than  the  preceding 
contract,  and  therefore  not  on  the  lowest  tt'rms  procurable  .•— 
that  the  said  AV'arren  Hastings,  in  defiance  of  the  judgment 
and  lawful  orders  of  his  superiors,  which  in  this  case  left  him 
no  option,  declared  that  he  disapproved  of  publishing  for  pro- 
posals, and  that  the  contract  was  reduced  too  low  already ; 
thereby  avowing  himself  the  advocate  of  the  contractor, 
against  whom,  as  representative  of  the  Company,  and  guard- 
ian of  their  interests,  he  properly  was  party,  and  preferring 
the  advantage  of  the  contractor  to  those  of  his  own  con- 
stituents and  employers  ; — that  the  court  of  directors  of  tho 
East-India  Company,  having  carefully  considered  the  circum- 
stances and  tendency  of  this  transaction,  condemned  it  in 
the  strongest  terms,  declaring,  that  they  would  no^joerwaV  the 
contract  to  be  continued,  and  that,  "  if  the  contractor  should 
think  himaeLf  aggrieved,  and  take  measures  in  consequence, 
by  wliich  the  Company  became  involved  Ln  loss  or  damage, 
they  should  certainly  hold  the  majority  of  the  couucd  re- 
sponsible for  Biich  loss  or  damage,  and  proceed  against  them 
accordingly." — That  the  said  Wan-en  Hastmgs,  in  defiance 
of  orders,  v  hich,  the  directors  aay,  were  plain  and  unequi- 
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vocal,  did,  in  Janiiarv,  1777,  rcpeive  from  Georr^e  Templor  a 

{tropofal,  essentially  different  from  the  advertisoineut  pub- 
ished  by  the  pivemor-genoral  and  conucil  for  receiving 
proposals,  for  feedinf^  the  Company^B  elepli.'intH,  and  did  ac- 
cept thereof,  not  only  without  having  recourse  to  the  proper 
means  for  aseertninins;  whether  the  said  proposal  was  the 
lowest  thiit  would  he  offered,  but  with  another  actually  be* 
fore  the  hoard,  nearly  31)  per  cent,  lower  than  that  made  by 
the  said  (leorifc  Teiiipler,  to  whom  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
granted  a  cnntra<'t,  in  the  terinH  proposed  by  the  said  Tem* 
pier,  for  three  years,  and  did  afterwardES  extend  the  same  to 
iivn  years,  with  new  and  distinct  conditions  accepted  by  the 
eaid  Wnrrcn  Haatiuf^n,  without  advcrtisiniGf  for  fresh  pro- 
posals, by  which  the  Compimv  were  very  considerable  losers; 
— on  all  which  the  court  ot  directors  declared,  "  that  thit 
waste  of  their  property  could  not  be  permitttid:  that  be, 
the  enid  Warren  Hastings,  had  disregarded  their  authority, 
and  disobeyed  their  ordera,  in  not  taking  the  lowest  offers  ;" 
and  they  ordered,  that  the  contract  for  elephants  should  be 
aiinulled ;  and  the  said  directors  further  declared,  that  "i£^H 
the  contractor  ahould  ret-over  damages  of  the  Company  foV^f 
l)i"each  of  engagement,  they  were  determined,  in  such  case,  ^^ 
to  institute  a  suit  at  law  against  those  members  of  the  board, 
who  had  presumed,  in  direct  breach  of  their  orders,  to  prefer 
the  interest  of  an  individual  to  that  of  the  Company." — That 
the  said  Warren  Haatinga  did  in  the  year  1777  conclude 

with Forde  a  contract  for  an  armed  vessel  for 

the  pilotage  of  the  Ghittigong  river,  and  for  the  defence  of 
the  coast  and  river  nguinat  the  incuraions  of  robhcrs,  for  the 
term  of  five  years,  in  fui'ther  disobedience  of  the  Company's 
orders  respecting  the  mode  and  duration  of  contracts,  and 
with  a  considerable  increase  of  expense  to  the  Company  ;— 
that  the  farming  out  the  defence  of  a  country  to  a  contractor, 
being  wholly  unprecedented,  and  evidently  absurd,  could 
have  no  real  object  but  to  enrich  the  contractor  at  the  Com- 
pany's expense ;  since  either  the  service  was?  not  dangerous, 
and  then  the  establishment  was  totally  unnecessary,  or,  if  it 
was  a  dangerous  serrice,  it  was  evidently  the  interest  of  the 
eontractor  to  avoid  such  danger,  and  not  to  hazard  the  loss 
of  his  ship  or  men,  which  must  be  replaced  at  his  own  ex* 
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peuse;  and  therefore  that  an  active  and  faiUiitil  discharge 
of  the  ooutractor's  daty  was  infumpatdde  with  his  interest. 
That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  further  defiance  of  the 
Compauy's  orders,  and  in  hreach  of  the  esitablished  rule  of 
their  service,  did,  in  the  year  1777,  conclude  a  t'ontriwit  with 
the  master  and  deputy  master-attendant  of  the  Company's 
marine,  or  pilot-service,  for  supplying  the  said  marine  with 
naval  stores,  and  executing  the  said  serrice  fur  the  term  of 
two  years,  and  ^'tithont  advertising  for  proposals;  that  the 
uae  and  expenditure  of  anch  stores,  and  the  diri'ctiou  of  the 
pilot  vessels,  are  under  the  management,  and  at  the  disposi- 
tion, of  the  master-attendant  by  virtue  of  his  office  ;  that  he 
19  officially  the  proper  and  regular  check  upon  the  person 
who  furnishes  the  etores,  and  bound  by  hia  duty  to  talie  care, 
that  all  contracts  for  furiiisking  such  stores  are  duly  aud 
faithfully  executed;  —  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  by 
uniting  tlie  supply  iiud  the  cheek  in  the  same  haudjs,  did  not 
only  disobey  the  Company's  specific  orders,  antl  violate  the 
fundamental  rules  aud  practice  of  the  service,  hut  did  overset 
the  only  just  and  rational  principle,  on  which  this,  and  every 
other  service  of  a  similar  nature,  ought  to  be  conducted; 
and  did  not  only  subject  the  Company's  interest,  in  point  of 
erpense,  to  fraud  and  collusion,  but  did  thereby  expose  tlie 
navigation  of  the  Bengal  river  to  manifest  hazard  aud  dis- 
tress ;  considering,  that  it  :a  the  duty  of  the  master-attend- 
ant to  take  care,  tliat  the  pilot-vcssela  are  constantly  sta- 
tioned in  the  roada  to  await  the  arrival  of  the  Coinpauy'a 
ships,  especially  in  tempestuous  weather,  aud  that  they 
should  be  in  a  constant  condition  to  keep  the  sea ;  whereas 
it  is  manifestly  the  interest  of  the  contractor,  in  the  first 
instance  to  equip  the  said  vessels  as  scantily  as  possible,  and 
afterwards  to  expose  them  as  little  as  possible  to  any  service, 
in  which  the  stores  to  be  replaced  by  him  might  be  lost  or 
consumed;  and  finally,  that  in  June,  1770,  the  said  coutract 
was  prolonged  to  the  said  master-attendant  by  the  said 
Warreu  Hastings  for  the  further  space  of  two  years  from  the 
expiration  of  the  first,  without  advertising  for  proposals.^- 
That  it  does  not  appear,  that  any  of  the  preceding  coutrQcta 
have  been  annulled,  or  the  charges  attending  any  of  them 
abated,  or  that  the  court  of  directors  have  ever  taken  any 
measures  to  compel  the  said  Warren  Hasting?  to  indemni^ 
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the  Company,  or  to  make  good  any  part  of  tlie  preceding 
loss  incurred  by  the  contracta. 

That  iu  the  year  1777  the  said  Warren  HaBtiaga  did  re« 
commend  and  appoint  John  Bflli,  at  that  time  his  private 
secretary,  to  be  agent  for  Bupplying  the  garrison  of  Fort 
William  with  victualling  stores ;  that  the  stores  were  to  be 
purclmsed  with  money  adranced  by  the  Company ;  and  that 
the  said  agent  waa  to  be  allowed  a  commission  or  per-cent- 
age  for  his  risk  and  trouble :  that,  in  order  to  ascertain 
what  Bum  would  be  a  reasonable  compeiisatioa  for  the  agent, 
the  governor-general  and  council  agreed  to  consult  some 
of  the  principal  merchants  of  Calcutta;  that  the  raerchanti 
80  consulted,  reported  their  opinion,  that  20  per  cent,  a 
tlie  prime  coat  of  the  etorea  would  be  a  reasonable  com- 
nensation  to  the  agent :  that  Dcvertheless  the  said  WarreU 
Hustings,  supported  by  tbe  vote  and  concurrence  of  Richard 
Barwell,  then  a  member  of  the  supreme  council,  did  propose 
and  carry  it,  that  30  per  cent,  per  annum  should  be  allowed 
upon  all  stores  to  be  provided  by  tbe  agent ;  that  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  profesHed,  that  "  he  preferred  an  agency 
to  a  contract  for  this  service,  because  if  it  were  performed  by 
contract,  it  must  then  be  advertised,  and  the  world  would 
know  what  proviaion  was  made  for  tbe  defence  of  the  fort ;" 
as  if  its  being  publicly  known,  that  the  fort  was  well  pro- 
vided for  defence,  were  likely  to  encourage  an  enemy  to  at- 
tack it. — That  ui  August,  1779,  in  defiance  of  the  principle 
laid  down  by  himself  for  preferring  an  agency  to  a  contract, 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  propose,  and  carry  it,  that  the 
agency  should  be  converted  into  a  contract,  to  be  granted  to 
the  said  John  Belli,  without  advertising  for  proposals,  and 
fixed  for  the  term  of  five  years,  "  pretending,  that  he  had  re- 
ceived frequent  remonstrances  from  the  said  agent  concern- 
ing the  heavy  losses  and  inconvemences,  to  which  he  waa 
mbjecled  by  the  indefinite  terms  of  his  agency;"  notwith- 
standing it  appeared  by  evidence  produced  at  the  board,  that, 
on  a  supply  of  about  £37,OUO,  he  had  already  drawn  a  com- 
mission of  £22,000  and  upwards. — That  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  pledged  himself,  that,  if  required  bi/  the  court  oj 
directors,  the  profits  arising  from  the  agency  should  be  paid  into 
the  Compani/s  treasury,  and  appropriated  as  the  court  should 
<&wef.— That  the  court  of  directors,  as  soon  as  they  were  ad- 
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TiBed  of  the  first  appointment  of  the  said  agency,  declared, 
that  they  considered  the  commission  of  20  per  cent,  ae  an 
ample  compensation  to  the  agent ;  and  did  positively  order, 
that,  according  to  the  engagement  of  the  aaid  Warren  Hast- 
ings, "  the  commission,  paid  or  to  be  paid  to  the  »uid  ajjent, 
should  be  reduced  to  £20  per  ceot." — That  the  said  John 
Belli  did  positively  refuse  to  refund  any  part  of  the  profita 
he  had  received,  or  to  submit  to  a  diminution  of  those  which 
he  was  still  to  receive  ;  and  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
has  never  made  good  hia  own  voluntary  and  aolenm  engage- 
ment to  the  court  of  directors  hereinabove  mentioned:  and 
aa  his  failure  to  perform  the  said  engagement  is  a  breach  of 
faith  to  the  Company,  bo  his  performance  of  such  engage- 
ment, if  he  had  performed  it,  and  even  his  offering  to  pledge 
himself  for  the  agent,  in  the  first  instance,  o\ight  to  be  taken 
as  presumptive  evidence  of  a  connexion  between  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  and  the  said  agent,  liis  private  seeretary  ; 
which  ought  not  to  exist  between  a  governor  acting  in  behalf 
of  the  Company,  and  a  contractor  making  terms  with  such 
governor  for  the  eiecution  of  a  public  service. 

That,  before  the  expiration  of  the  contract  hereinbefore 
mentioned  for  aupplying  the  army  with  draught  and  carriage 
tuUocks,  granted  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  Ernest 
Alexander  Johnson  for  three  years,  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
ings did  propose  and  carry  it  in  council,  that  a  new  contract 
should  be  made  on  a  new  plan,  and  that  an  offer  thereof 
should  be  made  to  Richard  Johnson,  brother  and  executor 
of  the  said  contractor,  without  advertising  for  proposals,  for 
the  term  of  five  years: — that  this  offer  was  voluntarili/  ac- 
cepted by  the  said  Ki chard  Johnson,  who  at  the  same  time 
desired,  and  obtained,  that  the  new  contracts  should  be  made 
out  in  the  name  of  Charles  Croftes,  the  Comp'niy'a  account- 
ant and  sub-treasnrer  ab  Fort  William: — that  the  said 
Charles  CrotT;es  offered  the  said  Eichard  Johnson  as  one  of 
his  securities  for  the  performance  of  the  said  contract,  who 
was  accepted  as  such  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings ;  and 
that,  at  the  request  of  the  said  contractor,  the  contract  for 
victualling  the  Eviropeans  serving  at  the  presidency  was 
added  to  and  united  with  that  for  furnishing  bullocks,  and 
filed  for  the  same  period ;  that  this  exteuyiou  of  the  perioda 
of  the  said  contracts  was  not  compensated  by  a  diminution 
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in  the  charge  to  be  incurred  by  the  Companj 
count,  as  it  ought  to  have  been ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  the 
charge  was  immoderately  iticreast'd  by  the  new  contracts; 
insoniuch.  thiit  it  was  proved  by  statements  and  computa- 
tiouH  produced  at  the  board,  tliat  the  increase  on  the  vie- 
tualhn^  contract  would,  in  five  years,  amount  to  i£40,000; 
and  tliat  the  increase  on  the  bullock  contract,  in  the  same 
period,  would  amount  to  above  four  hundred  thousand, 
pounds :  that  when  this  and  many  other  weighty  objectionj 
agaiust  tlie  terms  of  the  said  contracts,  were  urged  in  coun« 
cil  to  tlie  said  Warren  Haatingti,  ho  declared,  that  he  should 
deliver  a  rephf  (Aerefo ;  but  it  does  not  appear,  that  he  did 
ever  deliver  such  reply,  or  ever  enter  into  a  justification  of 
any  part  of  liia  cotKiuct  in  this  transat^tion.  That  the  act  of 
parh'anient  of  1773,  by  which  the  first  (jovemor-general  and 
council  were  appointed,  did  eipressly  limit  the  duration  of 
their  ofHce  to  tlie  term  of  five  years,  which  expired  in  Octo- 
ber, 177S),  and  that  the  several  contracts,  hereinbefore  men- 
tioned, were  granted  in  September,  1779,  and  were  made  to 
continue  ^ve  years  after  the  expiration  of  the  government, 
by  which  they  were  grunted;  that  by  this  anticipation  the 
discretion  and  judgment  of  the  succeeding  government,  re- 
apectuig  the  Bubject-niatter  of  such  conti-acts,  was  taken 
away,  and  any  correction  or  improvement  therein  rendered 
impnrcticable. — That  tho  said  "\\  arrcn  Hastings  mtght  have 
been  juetiHed  by  the  rules  and  practice,  or  by  the  necessity, 
of  the  public  service  in  binding  the  government  by  engage- 
ments to  endure  one  year  after  the  expiration  of  his  own 
oflice ;  hut  on  no  principles  could  he  be  justified  in  extend- 
ing such  engiigements  beyond  the  term  of  one  year,  much 
less  on  the  principles  he  haa  avowed,  namely,  "  that  it  was 
only  an  ati  of  common  justice  in  him  to  secure  every  man 
connrctt'd  with  him,  as  far  as  he  legally  could,  from  the  ap-  ^— 
prehension  of  future  oppression."  That  the  oppression,  to^| 
■which  such  apprehension,  if  real,  must  allude,  could  only^^B 
consist  in,  and  arise  out  of,  the  obedience,  which  he  feared  a 
future  government  might  pay  to  the  orders  of  the  court  of 
directors,  by  making  all  contracts  annual,  and  advertising 
for  proposals  publicly  and  indifierently  from  all  persona 
•whatever,  by  which  it  might  happen,  that  such  beneficial 
contracts  would  not  be  conBtantly  held  by  men  connected 
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vith  hiM,  the  said  Warrea  Hastings :— that  this  declaratioD, 
ade  by  the  said  Warren  IIa*tirig;s,  conibiucd  with  all  the 
ircumstancea  oi"  these  traiisiictions,  leaves  uo  room  to  doubt, 
hat  in  disobeying  the  Company's  ordrrs,  and  betraying  the 
trust  reposed  in  hixii  as  guardiau  of  the  CornpHuy's  property, 
his  object  was  to  purchase  the  ittlaehment  of  a  number  of 
individuals,  and  to  form  a  party  capable  of  supporting  and 
protectinfT  hiia  in  retiu-n. 

That  with  the  same  view,  and  on  the  same  principles,  it 
appears,  tliat  excessive  salaries  and  emoluments,  at  the  Eaat- 
Iiidiu  Company's  eharge  and  espeuse,  have  been  la^nshed  by 
the  sjiid  AVarrcn  Knstinga  to  suudry  individuals,  <."onti"ary 
to  the  general  prineiples  of  bia  duty,  and  in  direct  contra- 
diction to  the  positive  orders  of  the  court  of  directors  ;  par- 
ticularly, that  whereas  by  a  resolution  of  the  court  of  pro- 
prietors of  the  East-India  Company,  and  by  an  instruction 
of  the  court  of  directors,  it  was  provided,  and  expressly 
ordered,  that  there  should  be  paid  to  the  late  Sir  John 
Clavering  "the  sum  of  six  thousand  pounds  sterling  per 
num  in  full  for  his  services  as  cominauder-iii-ehief,  in  lieu 
of  truvelliug  charges,  and  of  all  otiier  advantages  and  emolu- 
ments whatever:"  and  whereas  the  court  of  directors  posi- 
tively ordered,  that  the  late  "  Sir  Eyre  Coote  should  receive 
the  same  pay  as  conimauder-iu-cbief  of  their  forces  in  India, 
as  was  received  by  Lieutenant-General  Sir  John  Clavering;" 
— the  siaid  Warren  Hastings,  nevertheless,  within  a  very 
abort  time  after  Sir  Eyre  Coote's  arrival  in  Bengal,  did  pro- 
pose and  carry  it  in  councU,  that  a  new  establiBhment  should 
be  created  for  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  by  which  an  increase  of 
expense  would  be  incurred  by  the  India  Company  to  the 
umouut  of  eighteen  thousand  pounds  a  year  and  upwards, 
exclusive  of  and  in  addition  to  his  salary  of  ten  thousand 
pounds  a  year,  provided  for  him  by  act  of  parliament  as  a 
member  of  the  supreme  council,  and  exclusive  of  and  in 
addition  to  his  salary  of  six  thousand  pounds  a  year  as  com- 
mander-in-chief, appointed  for  him  by  the  Company,  and 
expressly  lixed  to  that  amount. 
That  the  disobedience  and  breach  of  trust,  of  which  the 
id  Warren  Hastings  was  guilty  in  this  transaction,  ia  highly 
gravated  by  the  following  circumstanceB  connected  witn  it: 
irom  the  death  of  Sir  Jobu  Clavering  to  the  arrival  of 
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Sir  EjTe  Coote  in  lit^ngal  tb:;  provisional  command 
army  had  devolved  to,  aiid  been  vested  in.  Brigadier- G 
GUes  Stibbert,  the  eldest  officer  ou  that  establishment :  that 
in  this  capacity,  and,  as  the  eaid  Warren  Hastings  has  de- 
clared, '*  standing  no  way  diatintjuished  from  the  other  officers 
in  tlie  army,  but  by  his  accidental  succcsision  to  the  first 
place  on  the  list,"  he,  the  said  Giles  Stihbert,  had,  by  the 
reconiinoudution  and  proeurenieiit  of  the  said  Warren  llaat^_ 
inj^s,  received  and  eujoyed  a  eaUiry,  and  other  allowances,  tH^M 
the  amount  of  thirteen  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fil'ty-foi^^ 
pounds  twelve  Bhillings  per  annum. — That  8ir  Eyre  Coote, 
soon  after  hia  arrival,  represented  to  the  board,  tliat  a  con- 
Biderable  part  of  those  allowances,  amounting  to  £8220  10*. 
per  anuum,  ought  to  devolve  to  himself,  a«  commander-i»« 
chief  of  the  Company's  forces  in  India;  and  stating,  that  thlH 
said  Giles  Stibbert  could  no  longer  be  considered  as  com- 
mander-in-chief under  the  presidency  of  Fort  William,  made 
a  formal  demand  of  the  same. — That  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
inga,  inetead  of  reducing  tho  allowauces  of  the  said  Giles 
Stibbert  to  the  establishment,  at  which  they  stood  during 
General  Clavering's  command,  tiud  for  the  continuance  of 
which,  after  Sir  Eyre  Coote's  arrival,  there  coidd  be  no  pre- 
tence, uontiuued  the  allowances  of  tliirteen  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifty-four  pounds  twelve  shillings  per  annum  to 
the  said  (Jiles  8tibbcrt ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  in  order  to 
appease  and  satisty  the  demaud  of  the  said  Sir  Eyre  Coote, 
did  create  for  him  that  new  establishment,  hereinbefore 
apecified,  of  eighteen  thousand  pounds  per  annum ;  inso- 
much, that  instead  of  the  allowance  of  six  thousand  poundi 
a  Iffnr,  in  heit  of  traveUimj  chargfs,  and  of  all  emoluments 
and  allownnces  whatsoever,  to  whjch  the  pay  and  allowances 
of  conimnnder-iii-i;hief  were  ex[>resHly  limited  by  the  united 
act  of  the  legislative  and  executive  powers  of  the  Company, 
the  annual  charge  to  be  borne  by  the  Company  on  that  ac- 
count was  iucreascd  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  the 
enormous  sum  of  thirty-eight  thousand  fwo  hundred  and 
seventeen  pounds  ten  shilliugi*  sterling. 

"That  on  the  1st  of  November,  1779,  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  did  move,  and  carry  it  in  council,  that  the  resident 
ftt  the  vizier's  court  should  be  furnished  with  an  account  of 
«J1  the  extra  aDowauces  and  charges  of  the  commauder-ia" 
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cliief  when  in  the  field,  with  orders  to  add  the  same  to  the 
debit  of  the  vizier's  account,  as  a  part  of  his  peneral  eubaidy ; 
the  charge  to  commence  from  the  day  on  whit^h  the  general 
ehall  pas3  the  Carumnaaaa,  and  to  continue  till  his  return  to 
the  same  line." — That  this  additional  expense,  imposed  by 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  on  the  Yizier,  waa  unjust  in  itself, 
and  a  brejich  of  treaty  with  that  prince,  the  specific  amount 
of  the  subsidy  to  be  paid  by  him  having  been  fiied  by  a 
treaty,  to  which  no  addition  could  justly  be  made,  but  at  the 
previous  requisition  of  the  vizier. — 'That  the  court  of  direct- 
ors, in  their  letter  of  the  18th  of  October,  1780,  did  con- 
demn and  prohibit  the  continuation  of  the  allowances  above 
mentioned  to  Mir  Eyre  Coote  in  the  following  words  :  "  these 
allowauces  appear  to  na  in  a  light  bo  very  extraordinary, 
and  so  rep;ignant  to  the  spirit  of  a  resolution  of  the  general 
court  of  projirietora  respecting;  the  allowance  made  to  G-ene- 
rai  Clavering,  that  we  poaitavely  direct,  that  they  be  dis- 
continued immediately,  and  no  part  thereof  paid  after  the 
receipt  of  this  letter."— That  on  the  27th  of  April,  1781, 
the  governor-general  and  council,  in  obedience  to  the  orders 
of  the  directors,  did  eignity  the  same  to  the  commissaiy- 
gcncral,  as  an  instruction  to  him,  that  the  extraordinary 
allowances  to  Sir  E\Ti"e  Coote  should  he  discontinued,  and  no 
part  thereof  paid  after  fhatdaff ;  that  it  appears,  nevertheless, 
that  the  said  extra  allowances  (amounting  to  above  twenty 
thousand  pouflds  sterling  a  year)  were  continued  to  be 
charged  to  the  vizier,  and  paid  to  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  in  defiance 
of  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors ;  in  defiance  of  the 
consequent  resolution  of  the  governor-general  and  council ; 
and  in  contradiction  to  the  terms  of  the  original  motion, 
made  by  the  said  "WaiTcn  Hastings,  for  adding  those  allow- 
ances to  the  debit  of  tlie  vizier,  viz.  "  that  they  should  con- 
tinue till  Sir  Eyre  Coote'a  return  to  the  Carumnassa." — 
That  Sir  Eyre  Coote  arrived  at  Calcutta  about  the  end  of 
August,  1780,  and  must  have  crossed  the  Carutnuassa,  in  his 
return  from  Oude,  some  weeks  before,  when  the  charge  on 
the  vizier,  if  at  any  time  proper,  ought  to  have  ceased. — 
That  it  appears,  that  the  said  allowances  were  continued  to 
be  cfiarged  against  the  vizier,  and  paid  to  Sir  Eyre  Coote, 
for  three  yeara  after,  even  while  he  waa  serving  in  the  Car- 
natic,  and  that  this  was  done  by  the  sole  authority  and 
private  eomniaud  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings. 
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Tliat  the  East-Iridm  Company  having  thought  proper  to 
create  the  office  of  Advocate-General  in  Bpirgal,  and  to  ap- 
point Sir  John  Day  to  that  office,  it  was  resolved  by  a  gen^ 
ral  court  of  proprietors,  that  a  salary  of  £3000  a  year  should 
be  allowed  to  the  said  Sir  John  Day  in  full  consideration  of 
all  demands  and  allowances  ichotsoever  far  his  services  to  iht 
Companif  at  the  presidenci/  of  Fort  I'Viiliam  .'—that  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  nevertheless,  shortly  after  Sir  .John  Day's 
arrival  in  Bengal,  did  increase  the  said  Sir  John  Day's  salary 
and  allowances  to  six  thonaand  pounds  a  year,  in  direct  dis- 
obedience to  the  resolutiou  of  the  coitrt  of  proprietors,  and  of 
the  order  of  thf*  court  of  directors: — that  the  directors,  as  soon 
as  they  were  informed  of  this  proceeding,  declared,  "that 
they  held  themselves  bound  by  the  resolution  of  the  general 
court,  and  that  they  could  not  allow  it  to  be  disregarded 
by  the  Company's  servants  in  India ; "  and  ordered,  that  the 
increased  allowances  shonld  be  forthwith  discontinued. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  after  having  first  thought 
it  necessary,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  court  of 
directors,  to  stop  the  extraordinary  allowance,  which  he  had 
granted  to  Sir  John  Day,  did  afterwards  resolve,  that  the 
aUowance,  which  had  been  struck  off,  should  be  repaid  to  him 
upon  his  signing  an  obligation  to  refund  the  amount,  which 
he  might  receive,  in  case  the  directors  should  coutirm  their 
former  orders,  already  twice  given : — that  in  this  transaction 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  trifled  with  the  authority  of  the 
Company,  eluded  the  repeated  orders  of  the  directors,  and  ex- 
posed the  Company  to  the  risk  and  uncertainty  of  recovering, 
at  a  distant  period,  and  perhaps  by  a  process  of  law,  a  sum 
of  money,  which  they  had  positively  ordered  him  not  to  pay. 

That,  in  the  latter  part  of  1776,  by  the  death  of  Colonel 
Monaon,  the  whole  power  of  the  government  of  Fort  William 
devolved  to  the  governor  and  one  member  of  the  council: 
and  that  from  tliat  time  the  governor-general  and  councU 
have  generally  coiisiated  of  an  even  number  of  persons,  in 
consequence  of  which  the  casting  voice  of  the  said  W'arren 
Hastings  has  usually  prevailed  in  tiie  decision  of  all  questions. 
— That  about  the  end  of  the  year  1776,  the  whole  civil  estab- 
lishment of  the  said  government  did  not  exceed  £205,399 
per  annum  ;  that  in  tlie  year  1783,  the  snid  civil  establish- 
ment had  been  increased  to  the  enormous  annual  sum  of 
£927,915. — That   such  incr«>:uv  in  the  civil  establishment 
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oould  not  haye  taken  place,  if  the  enid  Warren  IlastingB,  who 
was  at  the  head  of  tbe  goverument  with  the  power  auuexed 
to  the  casting  voice,  had  not  actively  promoted  the  saiil  in- 
crease, which  he  had  power  to  jireveiit,  and  which  it  was  hi* 
duty  to  have  prevented  : — that  by  such  immoderate  w  aate  of 
the  property  of  Jiis  employers,  and  by  such  scandalous  breach 
of  his  fidelity  to  them,  it  wa3  the  intention  of  the  said  War- 
ren Hastings  to  gain  and  secure  tlie  attachment  and  snpport 
of  a  multitude  of  individuals,  by  whose  united  interest,  in- 
fluence, and  intrigues,  he  hoped  to  be  protected  against  any 
future  inquiry  into  his  conduct : — that  it  was  of  itself  highly- 
criminal  in  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  have  so  wasted  the 
property  of  the  East-India  Company,  and  that  the  purpose 
to  be  obtained  by  such  waste  was  a  great  aggravation  of 
that  crime. — That  among  tlie  various  instances  of  profusion, 
by  which  the  civil  eBtablishment  of  Fort  William  was  in- 
creased to  the  enormous  annual  sum  hereinbefore  mention" 
ed,  it  appears,  that  a  salt- office  was  created  of  six  coramis- 
onera,  whose  annual  emoluments  were  as  follow  :  viz. 


President,  or  comptrollerj  per  annum    .         .     £18,480 

iBt  member 13,100 

2uddo 11,480 

3rd  do 13,183 


4th  do. 
5th  do. 


6,257 
.   10,307 

£72,807 


m 


That  a  board  of  revenue  was  created  by  the  said  Warrer: 
Hastings,  consiBting  of  five  commissionera,  whose  annual 
olumenta  were  as  follow :  viz. 


Ist  member,  per  annum         ....    £10,960 

2nd  do i>,100 

3rd  do 9,100 

4thdo.       .......         .   9,100 

4)tlido 9,100 


£47,350 


8G8 
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That  David  Anderson,  Esq.,  first  member  of  the  said  board, 
did  not  execute  the  duties,  though  he  received  the  emolu- 
ments, ot"  the  said  office ;  having  acted,  for  the  greatest  part 
of  the  time,  as  ambassador  to  Madajee  Sciudia,  with  a  fur- 
ther minry  of  £42S0  a  year,  making  in  all  £15,230  a  year. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  create  an  office  of 
agent  victualler  to  the  garrison  of  Fort  William,  ivhose  pro- 
fits, on  an  average  of  three  years,  were  £15,970  per  annum  : 
— that  this  agency  was  held  by  the  poatmHster-general,  who, 
in  that  capacity,  received  £2200  a  year  from  the  Company, 
and  who  Avas  actually  no  higher  than  a  ■writer  in  the  service : 
— that  the  person,  who  held  these  lucrative  offices,  viz.  John 
Belli,  was  private  secretary  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  created  a  nominal  office 
of  resident  at  Groa,  where  the  Company  never  had  a  resident, 
nor  business  of  any  kind  to  transact,  and  gave  the  said  no- 
minal office  to  a  person,  who  was  not  a  covenanted  servant 
of  the  Company,  with  an  allowance  of  £1280  a  year.  |H 

That  these  instances  are  proofs  of  a  criminal  profasioi^™ 
and  high  breach  of  trust  to  the  India  Company,  in  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  under  whose  government,  and  by  means 
of  whose  apocial  power,  derived  from  the  effect  of  bis  casting 
voice,  all  the  said  waste  and  profuuion  did  take  place. 

That  at  the  end  of  the  year  1780,  when,  as  the  court  of 
directors  affirm,  i/te  Company  were  in  the  utmost  distress  for 
money,  and  almost  evert/  departmeut  in  arrear,  and  when  it 
appears,  that  there  was  a  great  scarcity  and  urgent  want  of 
grain  at  Fort  St.  George,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  ac- 
cept of  a  proposal  made  to  him  by  James  Peter  Auriol,  the 
aecretary  to  the  councd,  to  supply  the  presidency  of  Foi 
St.  George  with  rice  and  other  articles,  and  did  appoint  the^ 
said  Auriol  to  be  the  agent  for  supplying  all  the  other  pre- 
sidencies with  those  articles  v — that  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
ings declared,  that  the  intention  of  the  appointment  "  was 
Most  likely  to  be  fulfilled  by  a  liberal  consideration  of  it," 
and  therefore  allowed  the  said  Auriol  a  commission  of  15 
per  cent,  on  the  whole  of  bis  disbursements ;  thereby  ren- 
dering it  the  direct  interest  of  the  said  Auritil  to  make  his 
disbursements  as  great  aa  possible  ; — that  the  chance  of  cap- 
ture by  the  enemy,  or  danger  of  the  sea,  was  to  be  at  the 
risk  of  the  India  Company,  and  not  of  the  said  Auriol : — that 
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tlie  said  "Warren  Hastinga  declared  pergoually  to  the  said 
Auriol,  "that  thia  post  was  intended  aa  a  reward  for  his 
long  and  faitkl'u]  servicea."— That  the  president  and  council 
of  Bombay  did  remonstrate  against  what  they  called  the 
enormous  amount  of  the  charges  of  the  rice,  with  which  they 
wore  supplied,  which  they  state  to  be  nine  rupees  a  bag  at 
Calcutta,  when  they  themaelvea  could  have  contracted  for 
its  delivery  at  Bombay,  free  of  all  risk  and  charges,  at  five 
rupees  and  three-eixteenths  per  bag;  and  that  even  at 
Madras,  where  the  diatrcaa  and  demand  was  greatest,  the 
suppliea  of  grain  by  private  traders,  charged  to  the  Com- 
pany, were  nineteen  per  cent,  cheaper  than  that  aupplied  by 
the  said  Auriol,  exclusive  of  the  risk  of  the  aea,  and  of 
capture  by  the  enemy. — That  it  is  stated  by  the  court  of  di- 
rectors, that  the  agent's  commiasion  on  a  supply  of  a  single 
year  (the  said  couimiaaion  being  not  only  charged  on  the 
prime  coat  of  the  rice,  but  also  on  the  freight,  and  on  all 
other  charges)  would  ataount  to  pounds  sterling  twenty-sis 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  aeventy-three,  and  by  the  said 
Auriol  himself  is  admitted  to  amount  to  £18,292: — that 
"William  Lartins,  the  accomptant-general  at  I'ort  Wdliam, 
having  been  ordered  to  examine  the  accoimts  of  the  aaid 
agent,  did  report  to  the  governor-general  and  council,  that 
he  found  them  to  be  correct  in  the  additions  and  calculo' 
tions ;  and  that  tlien  the  said  Larkins  adda  the  following  de- 
claration :  "  the  agent  being  upon  honour  vrith  respect  to  the 
sums  charged  in  his  accounts  for  the  coafc  of  the  articles 
BuppUed,  I  did  not  think  myself  authorized  to  require  ant/ 
voucher  of  the  sums  charged  for  the  demurrage  of  sloops, 
either  aa  to  the  time  of  detention,  or  the  rate  of  the  charge, 
or  of  those  for  the  articles  lost  in  going  down  the  river ; 
and  on  that  ground  I  thought  myself  equally  bound  to  ad- 
mit the  sums  acknowledged  aa  received  tor  the  saless  of  goods 
returned,  without  requiring  vouchers  of  the  rates  at  which 
they  were  sold." — That,  in  thia  transaction,  the  said  War- 
ren Ha-Htinga  has  been  guilty  of  a  high  breach  of  trust  and 
duty  in  the  unnecessary  expenditure  of  the  Company's 
money,  and  in  subjecting  the  Company  to  a  profusion  of  ex- 
pense, at  all  times  wholly  unjuatiiable,  but  particularly  at 
the  time  when  that  eipense  was  Lncurred. — That  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  was  guilty  of  breach  of  orders,  as  well  w 
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breacli  of  tniat,  in  not  advertising  generally  for  proposals ; 
va.  not  cotitracting  indiffei-ently  for  the  supplies  with  such 
raercliantB  aa  might  ofter  to  fumiah  them  on  the  lowest 
terms ;  in  giving  an  enonnoua  commission  to  an  agent,  and 
that  commission  not  confined  to  the  prime  coat  of  the  articles, 
but  to  be  computed  on  the  whole  ot  his  charges ;  in  accept- 
ing of  the  honour  of  the  said  agent  as  a  aufEcient  voucher  for 
the  cost  of  the  fU'ticlea  supplied,  and  for  all  charges  what- 
ever, on  which  hie  commission  was  to  be  computed;  and 
finally,  in  giving  a  lucrative  agency  for  the  supply  of  a  dis- 
treased  and  starving  province,  as  a  reward  to  a  secretary  of 
state,  whose  labours  in  that  capacity  ought  to  have  been  re- 
warded by  an  avowed  public  salary,  and  not  otherwise. — 
That,  after  the  first  year  of  the  said  agency  was  expired,  the 
said  Warren  Haatinga  did  agree,  that  for  the  future  the  com- 
misHion  to  he  drawn  by  the  said  agent  should  be  reduced  to 
6  per  cent.,  which  the  govemor-gcnenil  and  council  then  de- 
clared to  be  the  customary  avtount  drawn  hy  vterchants  ;  but 
that,  even  in  this  reduction  of  the  commiasiou,  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  was  guilty  of  a  deception,  and  did  not  in 
fact  reduce  the  commiaaiuu  from  15  to  5  per  cent.,  having 
immediately  after  resolved,  that  he,  the  agent,  should  be 
allowed  the  current  iutereat  of  Calcutta  upon  all  his  draughts 
on  the  treasury  from  the  day  of  their  dates,  until  they  should 
be  completely  liquidated :  that  the  legal  interest  of  money 
in.  Bengal  is  12  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  the  current  inter- 
est from^  8  to  10  per  cent. 


Tm.    PBESENTS. 


That,  before  the  appointment  of  the  governor-general  and 
council  of  Fort  William  by  act  of  parliament,  the  allowances 
made  by  the  East-India  Company  to  the  presidents  of  that 
government  were  abundantly  sufficient;  and  that  the  said 

f)re8ident8  in  general,  and  the  said  Warren  llaatings  parricu- 
arly,  was  restrained  by  a  specific  covenant  and  Indenture, 
which  he  entered  into  unth  the  Company,  from  accepting , 
wiy  gifts,  rewards,  or  gratuities  whatsoever,  on  any  account  i 
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or  pretence  whatsoever. — Tbat,  in  tlie  regulating  act  passed 
IB.  the  year  1773,  which  appointed  the  saio  Warren  IlastingB, 
Esquire,  governor-general  of  Fort  William  in  Bengal,  a 
Balaiy  of  £25,000  a  year  was  cfltabliahcd  for  him,  to  which 
the  court  of  directors  added,  "  that  he  should  enjoy  their 
principal  houBea,  with  the  plate  and  furniture,  both  in  to^vn 
and  country,  rent  free"  That  the  same  law,  which  created 
the  office,  and  provided  the  salary,  of  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
ings, did  eipresely,  and  in  the  clearest  and  moat  coinprehen- 
Bive  terms  that  coiild  be  devised,  prohibit  him  from  receiving 
any  present,  gift,  or  donation,  in  any  manner,  or  on  any  ac 
count  whatsoever ;  and  that  the  said  Warren  Haatinga  per- 
fectly understood  the  meaning,  and  acknowledged  the  binding 
force,  of  this  prohibition,  before  he  awepted  of  the  office,  to 
which  it  was  annexed.  He  knew,  and  h.ad  declared,  that  the 
prohibition  was  positive  mid  decisive  ;  that  it  admitted  neither 
of  refnement  or  misconstruction  ;  and  that  in  his  opinion  an 
opposition  would  be  to  incur  the  penalty. 

That,  notwithstanding  the  covenants  and  engagements 
above  mentioned,  it  appears  in  the  recorded  proceedings  of 
the  governor-general  and  coimeil  of  Fort  William,  that  sun- 
dry chaxgee  have  been  brought  against  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  for  gil'ta  or  presents  corruptly  taken  by  him  before 
the  promulgation  of  the  act  of  1773  in  India,  and  that  these 
charges  were  produced  at  the  council-board  in  the  presence 
of  the  said  Warren  Hastings :  that,  in  March,  1775,  the  late 
Kajah  Nundcomar,  a  native  Hindoo,  of  the  highest  cast  in 
hia  rehgion,  and  of  the  highest  rank  in  society  by  the  offices 
which  he  had  held  under  the  country  government,  did  lay 
before  the  council  an  account  of  various  euma  of  money  paid 
by  him  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  amounting  to  £40,000 
and  upwards,  for  offices  and  employments  corruptly  disposed 
of  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  and  did  offer  and  engage  to 
prove  and  establish  the  same  by  sufficient  evidence. — ^That 
this  account  is  stated  with  a  minute  particularity  and  pre- 
cision ;  the  date  of  each  payment  down  to  that  of  small  sums 
IS  specified ;  the  various  coins,  in  which  such  payments  were 
severally  made,  are  diRtinguished ;  and  the  different  persons, 
through  whose  hands  the  money  pa.ssed  into  those  of  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  are  named  ;^ — that  such  particularity  on 
the  face  of  such  a  charge,  supposing  it  false,  is  favourable  to 
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the  party  "WTongfiilly  accTiaed,  and  espones  the  accuser  to  UJ 
inetant  and  easy  detection ;  for  though,  as  the  said  Wamn 
Hastings  himself  haa  ohserved  on  another  occasion,  "papers 
may  be  forged,  and  evidences  may  appear  in  numbers  to  at- 
test them,  yet  it  must  always  be  an  easff  matter  to  detect  the 
falsity  of  any  forged  paper  produted  by  exuniining  the  wit- 
nesses separately,  and  subjecting  them  to  a  subsequent  cross 
examination,  in  which  case,  if  false,  they  will  not  be  able  to 
persevere  in  one  re^lar  consistent  atory." 

Whereas,  if  no  advantage  be  taken  of  such  particularity 
in  the  charge  tu  detect  the  falsehood  thereof,  and  if  no  at- 
tempt to  disprove  it,  aud  no  defence  whatever  be  made,  ft 
presumption  justly  and  reasonably  arises  in  favour  of  the 
truth  of  such  charge. — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in- 
stead of  oftering  auj-thing  in  his  defence,  declared,  that  he 
would  not  suffer  Nnndcomar  to  appear  before  the  board  at 
his  accuser. — That  he  attempted  to  indict  his  said  accuser  for 
a  conspiracy,  in  which  he  failed ;  and  that  the  said  Eajah 
Nnndcomar  was  soon  after,  and  while  his  charge  against  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  was  depending  before  the  council^  in- 
dicted upon  an  English  penal  statute,  which  does  not  extend 
even  to  Scotland,  before  the  supreme  court  of  judicature,  for 
an  offence  said  to  have  been  committed  several  years  before, 
aud  not  capital  by  the  laws  of  India,  and  was  condemned  and 
executed. — That  the  evidence  of  this  man,  not  having  been 
encountered  at  the  time,  when  it  might  and  ought  to  have 
been,  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  remains  justly  in  force 
against  him,  and  is  not  abated  by  the  cjipital  pumsbment  of 
the  said  Kundcomar,  hut  rather  confirmed  by  the  time  and 
cirt'urastancea,  in  which  the  accuser  of  the  »aid  AVarren 
Hastiugs  suffered  death. — That  one  of  the  offices,  for  which  a 
part  of  the  money  above  mentioned  ia  stated  to  have  been 


paid  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  was  given  by  him  to 
M  * 
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[unuy  Begum,  the  widow  of  the  late  Myr  Jaffier,  Nabob 
Bengal,  whose  son,  by  another  woman,  holds  that  title 
present, — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  had  been  instruct 
by  the  coiut  of  directors  of  the  East-India  Company  to  ap-" 
point  "  a  minister  to  transact  the  political  affairs  of  the  go- 
vernment, and  to  select  for  that  purpose  some  person  well  ^ 
qualified  for  the  affairs  of  government,  to  be  the  minister  aii^H 
giiardian  of  tho  Nabob's  minority." — That,  for  these  office^^ 
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and  for  the  execution  of  the  Beveral  duties  hclongmg  to  them, 
the  said  Warren  UaBtings  selected  and  appointed  the  said 
Mimny  Begum,  a  woniaii  i>videtitly  unqualified  for,  and  in- 
capable of,  Bueh  ofBces,  and  TPstrained  from  acting  in  anch 
Cttpacities  hj'^  her  necessary  seclusion  from  the  world,  and  re- 
tirement in  a  seraglio. — That  a  considerable  defic-ieney  or 
embezzlement  appearing  in  thia  woman's  account  of  the 
young  Nabob's  atipeud,  she  voluntarily  declared,  by  a  ^rriting 
under  her  seal,  tbat  she  had  given  £15,1300  to  the  said  War- 
ren Hastings  for  an  entertainment ;  which  declaration  cor- 
reaponda  with  and  confirms  that  part  of  the  charge  produced 
by  Hajah  !Nundcomar,  to  which  it  relates. — That  neither 
this,  nor  any  other  part  of  the  said  charge,  has  been  at  any 
time  directly  denied  or  disputed  by  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
ings, thougk  made  to  his  face,  and  though  he  was  repeatedly 
accused  by  his  collciigues,  who  were  appointed  by  parliament 
at  the  same  time  with  himself,  of  peculation  of  every  sort. — 
That  instead  of  proraotiug  a  strict  inquiry  into  hia  conduct 
for  the  clearance  of  hia  innocence  aud  honour,  he  did  re- 
peatedly endeavour  to  elude  and  stifle  all  inquiry  by  attempt- 
ing to  dissolve  the  meetings  of  tlie  council,  at  which  such 
charges  were  produced,  and  by  other  means  ;  aud  has  not 
eince  taken  any  steps  to  disprove  or  refute  the  same. — That 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  so  long  ago  as  September,  1776, 
assured  the  court  of  directors,  "  that  it  was  his  fixed  deter- 
mination most  fully  and  liberally  to  explain  every  circum- 
stance of  hia  conduct  on  the  points,  on  which  he  had  been 
in,juriously  arraigned,  and  to  attbrd  them  the  clearest  con- 
viction of  his  own  integrity,  and  of  the  propriety  of  hia 
motives  for  declining  a  present  defence  of  it ; "  and  having 
never  since  given  to  the  court  of  directors  any  esplanation 
whatever,  much  less  the  full  and  liberal  esplanation  he  had 

{jromiaed  so  repeatedly,  has  thereby  abandoned  even  that 
ate  and  protracted  defence,  which  he  himself  must  have 
thought  necessary  to  be  made  at  some  time  or  other ;  and 
which  he  would  bethought  to  have  deferred  to  a  period  more 
suitable  and  convenient  than  that,  in  which  the  facta  were 
recent,  aud  the  impression  of  these  and  other  charges  of  the 
eame  nature  against  him  was  fresh  and  unimpaired  in  the 
^Blinds  of  men. 
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produced  and  laid  before  the  board  a  petition  from  Mir  Zein 
Abid  Dheeu,  (formerly  fiirmer  of  a  district,  and  who  had 
been  in  rreditablp  stations,)  setting  forth,  that  Khan  Jchan 
Khan,  then  phonsdar  of  Houghly,  had  obtained  that  office 
from  the  anid  Warren  Uastings,  with  a  salary  of  seventy-two 
thouBand  sicca  rupees  a  year ;  and  that  the  B&\dphousdar  had 
(liven  a  receipt  of  bribe  to  the  patron  of  the  city,  meaning 
Warren  Hastings,  to  pay  him  annually  thirty-six  thousand 
rupees  a  year,  and  also  to  his  banyan,  Cantoo  Baboo,  four 
thousfuid  rupees  a  year,  out  of  the  salary  above  mentioned. — 
That  by  the  35th  article  of  the  Instriictiona  f^iven  to  the 
governor-general  and  counci],  they  are  directed  *'  immediately 
to  canae  the  utricteBt  inquiry  to  be  made  into  ail  oppressions, 
which  might  have  been  committed  either  against  the  natives 
or  EuTopeana,  and  into  all  abases,  that  might  have  prevailed 
in  the  collection  of  the  revennes,  or  any  part  of  the  civil 
government  of  the  presidency,  and  to  communicate  to  the 
directors  all  information,  which  they  might  be  able  to  obtain 
relative  thereto,  or  to  any  dissipation  or  embezzlement  of  the 
Company's  money." — That  the  above  petition  and  instruc- 
tion having  been  read  in  council,  it  was  moved,  that  the 
petitioner  should  be  ordered  to  attend  the  next  day  to  make 
good  his  charge. — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  declared, 
"  that  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  purpose  of  the  majoritj^B 
to  make  him  the  sole  object  of  their  personal  attacks. — Thas^B 
they  had  taken  theirline,  and  might  pursueit. — That  be  should 
have  other  remarks  to  make  upon  this  transaction,  but  as 
they  would  be  equally  applicable  to  many  others,  which  in  the 
course  of  this  business  were  likely  to  be  brought  before  the 
board,  he  should  say  no  more  on  the  subject ;  "^-and  he 
objected  to  the  motion. — That  by  the  preceding  declaration 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  admit,  that  many  other 
charges  were  likely  to  be  brought  against  him,  and  that 
auch  charges  would  be  of  a  similar  nature  to  the  first,  viz.  a 
corrupt  bargaining  for  the  disposal  of  a  great  office,  since  he 
declared,  that  hia  remarks  on  that  transaction  would  he 
equally  applicable  to  the  rest ;  and  that,  by  objecting  to  the 
motion  for  the  personal  attendance  of  the  accuser,  he  re- 
sisted and  disobeyed  the  Company's  instructions ;  and  did, 
as  far  as  depended  on  his  power,  endeavour  to  obstruct 
aud  prevent  all  inquiry  into  the  charge.     That  in  so  doing 
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Failed  in  Lis  duty  to  the  Company ;  he  dieobeyed  their 
•ess  orders,  and  did  leave  the  charge  against  himself  with- 
a  reply,  and  even  withont  a  denial ;  and  with  that  un- 
dahle  presumption  against  his  innocence  which  lies 
nst  every  person  accused,  who  not  only  refuses  to  plead, 

as  far  as  his  vote  goes,  endeavours  to  prevent  an  ei- 
lation  of  the  charge,  and  to  stifle  all  inq^uiry  into  the 
h  of  it. — Tliat  the  motion  having  been  nevertheless  car- 
,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  on  the  day  folloiving, 
are,  "  that  he  could  not  sit  to  be  confronted  with  such 
laers,  nor  sniFer  a  judicial  inquiry  into  hia  conduct  at  the 
•d,  of  which  he  was  president ;  and  declared  the  meeting 
he  hoard  diHSolved." — That  the  board  contuiued  to  ait 
Lesamine  witnesses,  seri'ants  of  the  phousdar,  on  oath 
f^ritten  evidence,  being  letters  under  the  hand  and  Boal 
he  phoiiadar,  all  directly  tending  to  prove  the  charge ; 
that  out  of  the  salary  ol  seventy-two  thousand  rupees  a 
'  paid  by  the  Company,  the  said  phousdar  received  but 
ty-two  thousand,  and  that  the  remainder  was  received  by 
said  Warren  Hastings  and  hia  banyan. — That  the  phous- 

though  repeatedly  ordered  to  attend  the  board,  did, 
er  various  pretences,  decline  attending,  until  the  19th  of 
r,  when  the  lett«ra  stated  to  be  hia,  that  is,  under  his 
i  and  seal,  being  shown  to  him,  it  was  proposed  by  a 
j.ber  of  the  board,  that  he  should  be  asked,  whether  he 
tony  objection  to  swear  to  the  truth  of  such  answers  as 
might  make  to  the  questions  proposed  by  the  board. — 
fc  the  said  Warren  Hastings  objected  to  his  being  put  to 
jath. — That  the  question  was  nevertheless  put  to  him,  in 
lequence  of  a  resolution  of  the  board.' — That  he  first  de- 
id  to  swear,  imder  pretence,  that  it  was  a  matter  of  seri- 
conseqtience  to  his  character  to  take  an  oath ;  and,  when 
as  finally  left  to  his  option,  he  declared,  "  mean  people 
bt  swear,  but  that  hia  character  wovdd  not  allow  him  ; 

be  could  not  swear,  and  had  rather  subject  himself  to  a 
That  the  evidence  in  support  of  the  charge  being  on 


was  in  tliis  manner  left  uncontradicted ;  that  it  was  ad- 
>d  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  that  neither  Mnssul- 
iiior  HindooB  are  forbidden  by  the  precepts  of  their  re- 
%  to  swear.  That  it  is  not  true,  aa  the  said  Warren 
ings  asserted,  that  it  was  reptupiant  to  the  mannen 
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either  of  Hindoos  or  MuBsulmen ;  and  that  if,  under  aucJi 
preteuces,  the  natives  were  to  be  exempted  from  taking  aa 
oath,  when  examined  by  the  governor  and  council,  all  the 
inquiries  pointed  out  to  them  by  the  Oompany's  iostructions 
might  stop,  or  be  defeated. — That  no  vahd  reason  was,  or 
could  he,  assigned,  why  the  eaid  phousdar  should  not  be  ex- 
amined on  oath ;  that  the  charge  waa  not  against  himself; 
and  that,  if  any  questions  had  been  put  to  Sim,  tending  to 
make  him  accuse  hlmaeU",  he  might  have  declined  to  answer 
them. — ^That,  if  he  could  have  safely  sworn  to  the  innocence 
of  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  from  whom  he  received  hia 
employment,  ho  waa  bound  in  gratitude,  as  well  as  justice, 
to  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  to  have  consented  to  be  ei- 
amtued  ou  oath.— That  not  having  done  bo,  and  having  been 
supported  and  abetted  in  hia  refusal  by  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  hitnaelf,  whose  character  and  honour  were  imme- 
diately at  Btake,  the  whole  of  the  evidence  for  the  truth  of 
the  charge  remains  unanswered,  and  in  full  force  against  the 
Baid  Warren  Hastings,  who  on  this  occasion  recurred  to  the 
declaration  he  had  before  made  to  the  directors,  viz.  "  that 
he  would  most  fully  and  liberally  explain  every  circumstance  ^ 
of  Ms  conduct,"  but  has  never  since  that  time  given  the  di-  fl 
rectors  any  explanation  vvhataoevcr  of  hia  said  conduct. —  ™ 
And  finally,  that  when  the  court  of  directors,  in  January, 
1776,  referred  the  question  (concerning  the  legality  of  the 

Sower  assumed,  and  repeatedly  exercised,  by  the  said  Warren 
[aatings,  of  dissolving  the  council  at  hia  pleasure)  to  the 
late  Charles  Sayer,  then  standing  counsel  of  the  East-India 
Company,  the  said  Charles  Sayer  declared  his  opinion  in  fa- 
vour of  the  power ;  but  concerning  the  use  and  exercise  of 
it  in  the  caaes  stated,  did  declare  his  opinion  in  the  follow- 
ing w^ords  :  "  I  believe,  he,  Warren  Hastings,  is  the  first 
governor  that  ever  dissolved  a  council  inquiring  into  his  be- 
haviour, when  be  was  innocent,"  Before  he  could  summon 
three  councils,  and  dissolve  them,  he  had  time  fully  to  con- 
sider what  would  be  the  result  of  such  conduct,  to  convince 
everybody  beyond  a  doiibt  oj  his  conscious  guUt, 

That  by  a  resolution  of  a  majority  of  the  council,  consti- 
tuting a  lawlful  act  of  the  governor-general  and  council,  the 
sftid  Khan  Jehan  Khan  was  dismissed  from  the  office  of 
phousdar  of  Houghly  for  a  contempt  of  the  authority  of  thu 
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'  board. — That,  within  a  few  weeks  al'ter  the  death  of  the  lat© 
Colonel  Mouson,  the  number  of  the  council  being  then  even, 
and  all  questionB  being  then  deterinini'H  by  the  gjovemor- 
general'a  casting  voice,  the  said  Warren  Hustinija  (lid  more, 
and  carry  it  in  council,  that  the  t<tiid  KhSn  Jehiin  Khftu 
should  be  restored  to  liia  office ;  and  that  restoration,  not 
having  been  preceded,  accompanied,  or  followed,  by  anj  ex- 
planation or  defence  whatsoever,  or  even  by  a  denial  of  the 
specific  and  circumstantial  charge  of  collusion  vvit)i  the  said 
Khan  Jehan  Khdn,  haa  confirmed  the  truth  of  the  mud  charge. 
That,  besides  the  Bunis  charged  to  have  been  pmd  to  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  hy  the  said  Nundcumar,  ai'd  Munny 
Bei2^m,  and  Khiin  Jehan  Khan,  and  besides  the  sum  of 
£110,000,  already  mentioned  to  have  been  accept«^d  without 
hesitation  by  him,  as  a  present  on  the  part  of  th'i  Nabob  of 
Oude  and  that  of  hia  niinistera,  the  eircunistances  of  which, 
have  been  particularly  reported  to  the  House  of  Commons, 
it  appears  by  the  confession  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
that  he  has,  at  different  times  since  the  promulgation  of  the 
act  of  1773,  received  various  other  sums,  contrary  to  the  ex- 
press prohibition  of  the  said  art,  and  his  own  dfcJared  sense 
of  the  evident  intent  and  obligation  thereof. — That  in  the 
month  of  June,  1780,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  made  to 
the  council,  what  be  called,  "  a  very  unusual  tender,  by  offer- 
ing to  exonerate  the  Company  from  the  expense  of  a  par- 
ticular measure,  and  to  taAeiVf/^o/i!  himself;  declaring,  that  be 
had  already  deposited  two  lacks  of  rupees  (or  twenty-three 
thousand  pounds)  in  the  hands  of  the  Company's  sub-trea- 
surer for  that  service."  That  in  a  subsequent  letter,  dated 
the  29th  of  November,  17S0,  he  informed  the  court  of  di- 
rectors, that  "  this  money,  by  whatever  means  it  came  into 
their  possession,  was  not  ins  own;''  but  he  did  not  then, 
nor  has  he  at  any  time  since  made  known  to  the  court  of 
directors  from  wlinm,  or  on  what  account,  he  received  that 
money,  as  it  was  his  duty  to  have  done  in  the  first  instance ; 
and  notwithstanding  the  said  directors  eignilied  to  him  their 
espectatioD,  that  he  should  communicate  to  them  "imme- 
diate information  of  the  channel,  by  which  thia  money  came 
into  his  possession,  with  a  complete  illuatration  of  the  ctiuse 
or  causes  of  so  extraordinary  an  event ; " — but,  from  evi- 
deccu  examined  in  England  it  tma  been  discovered,  that  this 
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money  was  received  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  from  Chert 
Sing,  the  Rajah  of  Benares,  who  was  booq  aft«r  dispossessed 
of  all  liis  property,  and  driven  from  his  country  and  govern- 
ment, by  the  said  Warren  Hastinga. 

That  notwithstanding  the  declaration  made  by  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  that  he  had  actually  deposited  the  sum 
above  mentioned  in  the  hands  of  the  Company's  sub-trea- 
surer  for  their  service,  it  does  not  appear,  that  **  any  entry 
whatsoever  of  that,  or  any  other  payuicnt  by  the  governor- 
general,  was  made  in  the  treasury  accounts  at  or  about  the 
time;"  nor  is  there  any  trace  in  the  Company's  books  of  its 
being  actually  paid  into  their  treasury. 

It  appears  then  by  the  confession  of  the  said  Warren 
Hastinga,  that  this  money  was  received  by  him  ;  but  it  does 
not  appear  that  lie  has  converted  it  to  the  property  and  use 
of  the  Company. 

That  in  a  letter  from  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  the  said 
court  of  directors,  dated  the  22nd  of  May,  1782,  but  not  de* 
spatched  as  it  might  and  ought  to  have  been  at  tliat  time,  but 
detained  and  kej)t  back  by  the   said  Warren  Hastinga  till 
the  16th  of  December  following,  he  has  confessed  the  receipt 
of  various  other  sums,  amounting  (with  that  which  he  ac- 
cepted from  the  Nabob  of  Oude)  to  nearly  £200,000,  which 
sums  he  affirmed  had  been  converted  to  the  Company's  pro- 
perty through  his  means,  but  without  discovering  from  whom, 
or  on  what  account,  he  received  the  same. — That,  instead  of 
convertiiig   this  money  to  the  Company's  property   as  he 
affirmed  he  had  done,  it  appears,  that  he  had  lent  the  greateaB 
part  of  it  to  the  Company  upon  bonds  bearing  interest,  whicSB 
bonds  were  demanded  and  received  by  him,  and,  for  aught 
that  yet  appears,  have  never  been  given  up  or  cancelled.^^ 
That  for  another  considerable  part  of  the  above-mentione<^H 
sum  he  has  taken  credit  to  himself,  as  for  a  deposit  of  hi»" 
own  property,  and  therefore  demaudable  by  him  out  of  the 
Company's  treasury  at  his  discretion. — That  all  auras  so  lent 
or  deposited  are  not  alienated  from  the  person  who  lends  or 
deposits  the  same ;  consequently,  that  the  declaration  made 
by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  that  he  had  converted  the 
whole  of  these  sums  to  the  Company's  property,  was  not 
true ;  nor  would  such  a  transfer,  if  it  had  really  Ibeen  made, 
haTe  justified  the  said  Warren  Haatings  in  originally  re* 
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eeiving  the  money ;  which,  being  in  the  first  instance  con- 
trary to  law,  CDXild  not  be  rendered  legal  by  any  subsequent 
disposition  or  application  thereof;  much  less  would  it  have 
justified  the  said  Warren  Hsistings  in  delaying  to  make  a 
discovery  of  these  transactions  to  tlie  court  of  directors, 
until  he  had  heard  of  the  inquiriea  then  begun,  and  proceed- 
ing in  parliament ;  in  fiuallv  making  a  discovery,  auch  as  it 
is,  in  terms  the  most  intricate,  obscure,  and  contradictory. 
That,  instead  of  that  full  and  dear  explanation  of  his  conduct, 
which  the  court  of  directors  demanded,  and  which  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  was  bound  to  give  them,  he  has  contented 
limself  with  telling  the  said  directors,  that,  "if  this  matter 
was  to  be  exposed  to  the  view  of  the  public,  his  reasons  for 
acting  as  he  had  done  might  furnish  a  variety  of  conjectures, 
to  which  it  would  be  of  little  use  to  reply.  That  he  either 
chose  to  conceal  the  first  receipts  from  public  curiosity  by 
receiving  bonds  for  the  amount,  or  possibly  acted  without 
any  studied  design,  which  hia  memory  could  at  that  distance 
of  time  verily  ;  and  that  he  could  have  concealed  them  from 
their  eye  and  that  of  the  public  for  ever."  That  the  dis- 
covery, as  far  as  it  goes,  establishes  the  guilt  of  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  in  taking  money  against  law,  but  does  not 
warrant  a  conclusion,  that  he  has  discovered  all  that  he  may 
have  taken.  That,  on  the  contrary,  such  discovery  not  being 
piade  in  proper  time,,  and  when  made,  being  imperfect,  per- 
plexed, and  wholly  unsatisfactory,  leads  to  a  just  and  reason- 
able presumption,  that  other  facts  of  the  same  nature  have 
been  concealed,  since  those  which  he  has  confessed  might 
have  been  for  ever;  and  that  this  partial  confession  was 
either  extorted  from  the  said  Warren  iiastiuga  by  the  dread 
of  detection,  or  made  vidth  a  view  of  removing  auspicion,  and 
preventing  any  further  inquiry  into  hia  conduct. 

Tlmt  the  said  Warren  Hastinga,  in  a  letter  to  the  court  of 
directors,  dated  2lBt  of  February,  1784,  has  confessed  his 
having  privately  received  another  sum  of  money,  the  amount 
of  which  he  has  not  declared,  but  which,  from  the  applica- 
tion he  Bays  he  has  made  of  it,  could  not  bo  less  than  thirty- 
four  thousand  pounds  sterling. — That  he  has  not  informed  the 
directors  from  whom  he  received  this  money,  at  what  tim^e, 
nor  on  what  account  j  but  on  the  contrary,  has  attempted 
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to  justify  the  receipt  of  it,  vphich  waa  illegal,  by  Uie  applica- 
tion of  it,  wliicU  was  vmautliorized  and  unwarrantable,  and 
whicli,  if  admitted  aa  a  reason  for  receiving  money  privately, 
would  constitute  a  precedent  of  the  moat  dangerous  jiature 
to  the  Company's  service. — That  in  attempting  to  juatify  the 
receipt  and  application  of  the  said  money,  he  has  endeavoured 
to  eatahUali  prineiplej*  of  conduct  in  a  governor,  which  tend 
to  subvert  all  order  and  ref!;ularity  in  the  conduct  of  public 
business ;  to  encourage  and  facilitate  fraud  and  corruption 
in  all  offices  of  pecuniary  trust ;  and  to  defeat  all  inquiry 
into  the  misconduct  of  any  person,  in  whom  pecuniary  trust 
ifl  reposed. — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  his  letter 
above  mentioned,  has  made  a  declaration  to  the  court  of  di- 
rectors, m  the  following  terms  : — "  Having  had  occasion  to 
disburse  from  my  own  cash  many  sums,  which,  though  re- 
quired to  enable  me  to  execute  the  duties  of  my  station,  IH 
have  hitherto  omitted  to  enter  in  my  public  accounts,  aao^ 
my  own  fortune  being  unequal  to  so  heavy  a  charge,  I  have 
resolved  to  reimburse  myaelf  in  a  mode  the  most  suitable  to 
the  situation  of  your  atl'aira,  by  charging  the  same  in  mj^H 
durbar  accounts  of  the  present  year,  and  crediting  them  bj^| 
a  sum  privately  received,  and  appropriated  to  your  sen'ice  in 
the  same  manner  with  other  auma  received  on  account  of 
the  honourable  Company,  and  already  carried  to  their  ac- 
count.*'— That,  at  the  time  of  writing  this  letter,  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  had  been  in  possession  of  the  government 
of  Fort  William  about  twelve  years,  with  a  clear  salary,  or 
avowed  emoluments,  at  no  time  less  than  twenty-five  thou- 
sand poimds  sterling  a  year,  exclusive  of  which  all  the  prin- 
cipal expenses  of  his  residence  were  paid  for  by  the  Com- 
pany.— That  if  the  services  mentioned  by  him  were  requir 
to  enable  him  to  execute  the  duties  of  his  station,  he  ou§^ 
not  to  have  omitted  to  enter  them  in  his  public  accounts 
the  times  wlien  the  espenaea  were  incurred.  That  if  it 
true,  as  he  aflfirma,  that  whoa  he  first  engaged  in  these 
penses  ho  had  no  intention  to  carry  them  to  the  account 
the  Company,  there  was  no  subsequent  change  in  his  situa^ 
tion  which  could  justify  his  departing  from  that  intention.^ — 
That  if  his  own  fortune  in  the  year  iTS-t  waa  unequal  to  so 
heavy  a  charge,  the  state  of  his  fortune  at  any  earlier  period 
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must  have  been  still  more  unequal  to  so  heavy  a  charge. — 
That  the  fact  eo  asserted  by  the  saitl  Warren  Hastinga 
leads  directly  to  an  inference  palpably  false  and  absurd,  via. 
that  the  longer  a  governor-gt-nenil  holds  that  lucrative 
office,  the  poorer  he  must  become. — That  neither  would  the 
assertion,  if  it  were  true,  nor  the  infercace,  if  it  were  ad- 
mitted, justify  the  conduct  avowed  by  the  aaid  Warrea 
Hastings,  in  resolving  to  reimburse  himself  out  of  the  Com^ 
pany'a  property  without  their  consent  or  knowledge. — That 
the  account  transmitted  in  this  letter  is  styled  by  himself 
an  aggregate  of  a  coriti/igerit  account  of  twelve  T/ears. — That 
all  contingent  accounts  should  he  subniitted  to  those,  who 
ought  to  have  an  official  control  over  them,  at  annual  or 
other  shorter  periods,  iu  order  that  the  expense  already  in- 
curred may  he  checked  and  examined,  and  Bimilur  expenses,  if 
disapproved  of,  may  be  prohibited  in  time ;  that,  after  a  very 
long  period  is  elapsed,  all  check  and  control  over  eueh  ex- 
peusea  is  impracticable ;  and  if  it  were  practicable  in  the 
present  instance,  would  be  completely  useless,  since  the 
said  Warren  Hastings,  without  waiting  for  the  consent  of 
the  directors,  did  resolve  to  reimburse  himself — That  the  con- 
duct of  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  withholding  these 
acconnta  for  twelve  years  together,  and  then  resolving  to 
reignburse  himself  without  the  consent  of  his  employers,  has 
been  fraudulent  in  the  first  instance,  and  in  the  second 
amounts  to  a  denial  and  mockery  of  the  authority  placed  over 
him  by  law ;  and  that  he  has  thereby  aet  a  dangerous  ei- 
amnle  to  his  successors,  and  to  every  man  in  trust  or  office 
under  him. — That  the  mode,  in  which  he  has  reimbursed 
himself,  is  a  crime  of  a  much  higher  order,  and  greatly  ag- 
gravates whatever  was  already  criminal  in  the  other  parts  of 
this  transaction.  That  the  said  Warren  Hastinga,  in  declaring 
that  he  should  reimburse  Iiimself  by  crediting  the  Ckimpany 
by  a  Slim  privately  received,  has  acknowledged  himself  guilty 
of  an  illegal  act  in  receiving  money  privatefi/. — That  he  has 
Buppressed  or  withheld  every  particular  which  could  throw 
any  light  ou  a  conduct  so  auspicious  in  a  governor,  as  the 
private  receipt  of  money. — That  the  geueral  confession  of  the 
private  receipt  of  a  largo  aura  in  gross,  in  which  no  circum- 
fltance  of  time,  place,  occasion,  or  person,  nor  even  the  amount, 
is  specified,  tends  to  cover  or  protect  any  act  of  the  same 
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nature,  (as  far  as  a  general  confession  can  protect  sucli  acta,) 
which  may  be  detected  hereafter,  and  which  in  tact  may  not 
make  part  of  the  p"osa  sum  bo  confessed,  and  that  it  tends 
to  perplex  and  defeat  all  inquiry  into  such  practices. — That 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  stating  to  the  directors  that  he 
has  resolved  tn  reimburse  himself  in  a  mode  the  most  suitable 
to  the  sititatimt  of  their  affairs,  viz.  by  recei\TJig  money  pri- 
vately against  law,  has  stated  a  presumption  highly  injurious 
to  the  integrity  of  the  said  directors ;  tiz.  that  they  will  not 
olyect  to,  or  even  inquire  into,  any  extraordinary  expenses, 
incurred  and  charged  by  their  governors  in  India,  provided 
auch  expenses  are  reimbursed  by  money  privately  and  iLle» 
gaily  received. — That  he  haa  not  explained  what  that  situa- 
tion of  their  affairs  was,  or  could  be,  to  which  so  dangerous 
and  corrupt  a  principle  waa  or  might  be  applied.- — That  no 
evidence  has  been  produced  to  prove  that  it  was  true,  nor 
any  ground  of  argument  stated  to  show  that  it  might  be 
credible,  that  any  native  of  India  had  voluntarily  and  gra- 
tuitously given  money  privately  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
that  is,  witliout  some  prospect  of  a  benefit  in  return,  or  some 
dread  of  hia  resentment,  if  he  refused. — That  it  is  not  a  thing 
to  be  believed,  that  any  native  would  give  large  sums  pri- 
vately to  a  governor,  which  he  refused  to  give  or  lend  pub- 
licly to  government,  unless  it  were  to  derive  some  adequate 
secret  advantage  from  the  favour,  or  to  avoid  some  mischief 
from  the  enmity,  of  auch  governor.  Tliat  the  late  confessiona 
made  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  of  money  received  against 
law  are  no  proof,  that  he  did  not  originally  intend  to  appro- 
priate the  same  to  his  own  use,  such  confessions  having  been 
made  at  a  suspicioua  moment,  when,  and  not  before,  he  waa 
apprized  of  the  inquiries  commenced  iu  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, and  when  a  dread  of  the  consequence  of  those  in- 
quiries might  act  upon  hia  mind ;  that  such  confessions,  from 
the  obscure,  intricate,  and  contradictory  manner  in  which 
they  are  made,  imply  guilt  in  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  dH 
far  as  they  go ;  that  they  do  not  furnish  any  colour  of  reasdl^ 
to  conclude,  that  he  has  confessed  all  the  money  which  he 
may  have  corruptly  received  j  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  they 
warrant  a  just  and  reasonable  presumption,  that  in  discover^ 
ing  some  part  of  the  bribes  he  had  received  he  hoped  to  luU 
auapicion,  and  thereby  conceal  and  secure  the  rest. 
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That  tlie  court  of  directora,  when  the  former  accourita  of 
these  traaaactions  came  hefore  them,  did  ahow  au  evident 
disposition  not  to  censures  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  but  to 
give  the  most  favourable  eonatructioa  to  his  conduct;  that 
nevertheless  they  found  themselves  obliged  "  to  confess,  that 
the  statement  of  thoae  transactions  appeared  to  them  in 
many  parts  so  unintelUgible,  that  they  felt  themselves  under 
the  necessity  of  callintr  on  the  govemor-genei-al  for  an  ex- 
planation, agreeably  to  his  promise  voluntarilv  made  to  them." 

That  their  letter,  containing  this  reqvaiaition,  was  received 
in  Bengal  in  the  month  of  Augvist,  1784,  and  that  the  said 
"Warren  Hastiuj^  did  not  embark  for  England  untU  the  2nd 
of  February,  1785,  hut  made  no  reply  to  that  letter  before 
his  departure,  owing,  aa  he  has  since  said,  to  a  variety  of 
other  more  important  occupations. — That,  uuder  pretence  of 
Bueh  occupations,  he  neglected  to  transmit  to  the  court  of 
directora  a  copy  of  a  paper,  which,  he  says,  contained  the 
only  account  he  ever  kept  of  the  transaction.  That  such  a 
paper,  or  a  copy  of  it,  might  have  been  transmitted  without 
interrupting  other  important  oeeupations,  if  any  could  be 
more  important  than  that  of  giving  a  clear  and  satisfactory 
answer  to  the  requisition  of  the  directors.  That,  aiuce  hie 
arrival  in  England,  he  has  written  a  letter  to  the  gg^  jjj,  letter 
chairman  of  that  court,  professedly  in  answer  to  of  the  i  ith 
their  letter  above  mentioned,  but  in  fact  giving  thcl'nd  or'tho 
no  eiplanatiou  or  satisfaction  whatsoever  on  the  (^hargBa. 
points,  which  they  had  declared  to  be  uninteUigihle.  That 
the  terms  of  his  letter  are  ambiguous  and  obscure,  such  as  a 
guilty  man  miglit  have  recourse  to  in  order  to  cover  his 
guilt,  hut  such  as  no  innocent  man,  from,  whom  nothing  was 
required  but  to  clear  his  innocence  by  giving  plain  answers 
to  plain  questions,  could  possibly  have  made  use  of.  That 
in  his  letter  of  the  11th  ot  July,  1785,  he  says,  "that  he  haa 
been  kindly  apprized,  that  the  information  required  as  above 
ictis  yet  expected  from  him :  that  the  submission,  which  his 
respect  woidd  have  enjoined  him  to  pay  to  the  command  im- 
posed on  him,  was  lost  to  his  recollection,  perhaps,  from  the 
atronger  impression,  which  the  first  and  distant  perusal  of  it 
had  left  ou  his  mind,  that  it  was  rather  intended  as  a  repre- 
hension for  something,  which  had  given  offence  in  hia  report 
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of  the  ori^na/  tranBaction,  than  as  expressive  of  any  want 
of  a  further  elucidation  of  it." 

That  the  said  \f  arren  Hastings,  in  affeetir.g;  to  doubt  whe- 
ther the  information  expressly  required  of  him  by  his  em- 
ployero  was  espented  or  not,  haa  endeavoured  to  justify  a 
criminal  delay  and  evasion  in  giving  it. —  That,  considering 
the  importance  of  the  subject,  and  tho  recent  date  of  the 
command,  it  ia  nut  possible  that  it  could  be  lost  to  his  recol- 
lection ;  much  less  is  it  possible,  that  he  could  have  under- 
stood the  specific  demand  of  an  answer  to  specific  questions 
to  be  intended  only  aa  a  reprehension  for  a  former  offence ; 
viz.  the  offemie  of  withholding  from  the  directors  that  very 
explanation,  which  he  ought  to  have  given  in  the  first  in* 
stance. — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  his  answer  to 
the  said  qucationa,  cautiously  avoids  aifij-ming  or  denying 
anything  in  clear  positive  terms,  and  pfofeases  to  recollect 
nothing  with  absolute  certainty. — That  iie  has  not,  even  now, 
informed  the  directors  of  the  name  of  any  one  person,  from 
whom  any  part  of  the  money  in  question  was  received,  nor 
what  was  the  motive  of  any  one  person  for  giving  the  same. 
— That  he  baa  indeed  declared,  that  his  motive  for  lending 
to  the  Company,  or  depositing  in  their  treasury  in  his  own 
name,  money,  which  he  has,  in  other  places,  declared  to  be 
their  property,  was  to  avoid  ostentation ;  and  that  lending 
the  money  was  the  least  liable  to  re/lection ;  yet,  when  he  has 
stated  these  and  other  cotijectiiral  motives  for  his  own  con- 
duct, he  declares  he  will  not  affirm,  though  he  is  Jirmlif  per- 
suaded,  that  those  were  his  sentiments  on  the  occasion.  That 
of  one  thing  only  the  said  Warren  Hastings  declares  he  ia 
certain  ;  viz.  "  That  it  was  his  design  origLually  to  have  con- 
cealed the  receipt  of  all  auma,  except  the  second,  even  from 
the  knowledge  of  the  court  of  directors ;  but  that  when  for- 
tune threw  a  sum  in  his  way  of  a  magnitude,  which  could  not 
be  concealed,  and  the  peculiar  delicacy  of  bis  situation  at  the 
time  in  which  he  had  received  it,  made  him  more  circ 
apect  of  appearances,  he  chose  to  ajiprize  his  employers 
it." — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  informs  the  directoi 
that  he  had  endorsed  the  bonds  taken  by  bim  for  money 
longing  to  the  Company,  and  lent  by  him  to  the  Company," 
m  order  to  guard  against  their  becoming  a  claim  on  the  Com* 
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wtny,  ax  part  of  his  estate  in  the  event  of  his  death ;  but  be 

has  not  affirmed,  nor  does  it  unywliere  appear,  thnt  be  baa 
■uiTendered  the  said  bonds,  as  lie  ought  to  bave  done.  Tbat 
the  eaid  Warren  HaatingM  in  aifirmiug,  that  be  had  not  time 
to  answer  tbe  questions  put  to  bim  by  the  directors,  while 
he  was  in  Bengal — in  not  bringing  with  him  to  England 
the  documente  necessary  to  enable  him  to  answer  those 
questions,  or  in  pretending  that  he  has  not  brought  them — 
in  referring  the  directors  back  again  to  Bengal  for  those 
documents,  and  for  any  further  information  on  a  subject,  on 
•which  he  has  given  them  no  information,  and  particularly  in 
referring  them  bock  to  a  person  in  Bengal  for  a  paper,  which 
he  says  contained  tbe  onfy  aceoinit  he  ever  kept  of  the  trans  ■ 
action,  while  he  himself  professes  to  doubt  whether  tbat 
paper  be  still  in  being,  whether  it  be  in  the  hands  of  that  per- 
son, or  whether  tbat  person  can  recollect  am/tMng  distinctly 
eoncerrdng  it — has  been  guilty  of  groaa  evasions,  and  of  pal- 
pable prevarication  and  deceit,  as  well  aa  of  contimiacy  and 
disobedience  to  the  lawful  orders  of  the  court  of  directors ; 
and  thereby  confirmed  all  the  former  evidence  of  his  having 
constantly  used  the  influence  of  hia  station  for  tbe  most 
BcandaJouHj  illegal,  and  corrupt  purposes. 


IX. 


EESIGNATION  OF  THE  OFFICE  OF 
GOVEENOR-GENEEAIi. 


■V  That  "Warren  Hastings  having  by  his  agent  Laucblin 
^jlaeleane,  Esquire,  on  the  10th  day  of  October,  in  the  year 
1776,  "  Mgnified  to  the  court  of  directors  hia  desire  to  resign 
his  office  of  governor-general  of  Bengal,  and  requested  their 
nomination  of  a  successor  to  the  vacancy,  which  would  be 
thereby  occasioned  in  the  supreme  council,"  the  court  of 
directors  did  thereupon  desire  the  said  Lauchlin  Macleane 
**  to  inform  them  of  the  authority,  under  which  he  acted  in 
a  point  of  such  very  great  importance ;"  and  the  said  Laucb- 
lin Macleane  "  siguifying  thereupon  his  readiness  to  give  the 
court  every  possible  satisfaction  on  that  subject,  but  tbe 
powers,  with  which  be  was  intrusted  by  tbe  papers  in  hia 
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custody,  being  mixed  witk  other  matters  of  a  nature  extremely 
confidential,  he  would  Bubniit  the  same  to  the  inspection  of 
any  three  of  the  memhers  of  the  court,"  the  said  court  of 
directora  empowered  the  chairman,  deputy  chairman,  and 
Richard  Beecher,  Esquire,  to  inspect  the  authorities,  powers, 
and  directions,  with  which  Mr.  Macleane  was  fumished  by 
Sir.  Hastings,  to  make  the  propositions  contained  in  hia 
letter  of  the  10th  of  October,  1776,  and  to  report  their 
opinion  thereon.  And  the  said  committee  did  accordingly, 
on  the  23rd  of  the  said  month,  report,  "that,  hariug  con- 
ferred with  Mr.  Macleane  on  the  subject  of  his  letter  pre- 
sented to  the  court  the  11th  instant,  they  found,  that  from 
the  purport  of  Mr.  Hafjtings's  instruction?,  contained  in  a 
paper  in  hia  own  hand-writing  given  to  Mr.  Slacleane,  and 
produced  by  him  to  them,  Mr.  Hastings  declared  he  would 
not  continue  in  the  government  of  Bengal,  unless  certailj^B 
conditions,  therein  specified,  could  be  obtained,  of  whit^H 
they  saw  no  probability;  and  Mr.  George  Vansittart  had 
declared  to  them,  that  he  was  present  when  tbese  instruc- 
tions were  given  to  Mr.  Macleane,  and  when  Mr.  Hastiaga 
empowered  Mr.  Macleane  to  declare  his  resignation  to  the 
said  court ;  that  Mr.  Stewart  had  likewise  confirmed  to  them, 
that  Ml*.  Haatiugs  declared  to  him,  that  he  had  given  di^_ 
rectiona  to  the  above  purpose  by  Mr.  Macleaue."  ^M 

And.  the  court  of  directors,  having  received  from  the  said^ 
report  due  satisfaction  respecting  the  authority  vested  in 
the  said  Lauchlin  Macleane  to  propose  the  said  resignation 
of  the  oiEce  of  governor-general  of  Bengal,  did  unanimously 
resolve  to  accept  the  same ;  and  did  also,  under  powers 
vested  in  the  said  court  by  the  act  of  the  13th  year  of  hia 
present  Majesty,  "nomiuate  and  appoint  Edward  Wbeler, 
Esquire,  to  succeed  to  the  office  in  the  council  of  Fort 
William  in  Bengal,  which  will  become  vacant  by  the 
resignation,  if  such  nomination  shall  be  approved  by 
Majesty:"  which  nominaticm  and  appointment  was  ait 
wai'da,  in  due  form^  approved  and  confirmed  by  hia  Majest 

That  the  court  of  du-ectors  did,  by  a  poatacript  to  thetl 
general  letter,  dated  25th  October,  1776,  acquaint  thi 
governor-general  and  council  at  Calcutta  of  their  acceptance 
of  the  said  resignation,  of  their  appointment  of  Edward 
Wheler,  Esquire,  to  fiU  the  said  vacancy,  and  of  hia  Ma- 
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je8t)''B  approbation  of  the  said  appomtment,  together  with 
the  grounda  of  their  said  proeeedmgs :  and  did  trimaniit  to 
the  said  governor-general  and  council  copies  of  the  said  in- 
Btrumenta  of  appointment  and  confirmation. 

That  the  said  despatches  from  the  court  of  directors  were 
received  at  Calcutta,  and  were  read  in  council  on  the  19th 
day  of  June,  in  the  year  1777 ;  and  that  Warren  Haatinga, 
Esquiri',  having  taken  no  steps  to  yield  the  government  to 
his  successor,  (General  Clavermg,  and  having  observed  a  pro- 
found silence  on  the  subject  of  the  said  despatches,  he,  the 
Baid  General  Claverioig,  did,  on  the  next  day,  being  the  20th 
of  June,  by  a  letter  addressed  to  the  aaid  Warren  Hastings, 
reqiiire  hini  to  surrender  the  keys  of  Fort  William  and  of 
the  Company'B  treasuries;  but  the  said  Warren  Jlaatmgs 
did  positively  refuse  to  comply  with  the  said  requisition, 
"  denying  that  his  office  was  vacated,  and  declaring  hia  re- 
solution to  assert  and  maintain  hia  authority  by  every  legal 
means." 

That  the  said  G^ene^al  Clavering.  conceiving,  that  the 
office  of  governor-general  was  vacated  by  the  arrival  of  the 
aaid  despatches,  which  acquainted  the  couoicil-general  of  the 
resignation  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  and  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  said  Edward  Wheler,  Esquire,  and  that  he,  the 
said  General  Clavering,  had  in  consequence  thereof  legally 
succeeded  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  13th  year  of 
his  present  Majesty's  reign  to  the  said  ofEce  of  governor- 
general,  become  vacant  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  did,  in  virtue 
thereof,  issue  in  hie  own  name  sumraonseB  to  Eichard  Bar- 
well,  Esquire,  and  Philip  Francis,  Esquire,  members  of  the 
council,  to  attend  the  same  ;  and  in  the  presence  of  the  aaid 
Philip  Francis,  Eaqurre,  who  obeyed  the  said  fiummone,  did 
take  the  oatha  as  goverivor-general,  and  did  sit  and  preside  in 
council  as  governor-general,  and  prepared  several  acts  and 
resolutions  in  the  said  capacity  of  governor-general ;  and  did, 
amongst  other  things,  prepare  a  proclamation  to  be  made  of 
his  said  succession  to  the  government,  and  of  its  commeucing 
from  the  date  of  the  said  proclamation ;  but  did  not  carry 
any  of  the  acts  or  resolutions  so  prepared  into  execution. 

The  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  notAvithstanding  thereof, 
And  in  pursuance  of  his  resolution  to  assert  and  maintain  hia 
authority,  illegally  and  unjustidably  summon  the  council  to 
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meet  iii  another  department,  and  did  sit  and  preside  therein, 
apart  from  the  said  General  Clavering  and  his  council ;  and 
in  conjunction,  with  Eichard  Barwell,  Esquire,  who  concurred 
thereiuj  issued  sundrj'  orders,  and  did  Bundry  acts  of  govern- 
ment belonging  to  the  office  of  governor-general ;  and 
amongst  others,  did  order  several  letters  to  be  written  in 
the  name  of  the  governor-general  and  council,  and  did  sub- 
scribe the  same,  to  the  coronaandant  of  the  garrison  of  Vart 
"William,  and  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Barrackpore,  and 
to  the  commanding  officers  at  the  other  stations,  and  also  to 
the  provincial  eouneila  and  collectors  in  the  provinces,  en- 
joining them  severally  "  to  obey  no  orders,  excepting  such  sa 
should  be  signed  by  the  said  Warren  Ilaatings,  or  a  majority 
of  his  council." 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  by  the  said  proceed- 
ings, which  were  contrary  both  to  law  and  to  good  faith, 
constitute  a  double  government,  thereby  destroying  and 
annihilating  all  government  whatever ;  and,  by  his  said 
orders  to  the  military  officers,  did  prepare  for  open  resist- 
ance by  arms,  expoaing  thereby  the  settlement,  and  all  the 
inhabitants,  subjects  of  or  dependent  on  the  British  govern- 
ment, whether  native  or  European,  not  only  to  poHtieal 
diatraetiona,  but  to  the  horrors  of  civil  war;  and  did,  by 
exposing  the  diviBlons  and  weakness  of  the  supreme  govern- 
ment, and  thereby  loosening  the  obedience  of  the  provinces, 
shake  the  whole  foundation  of  British  authority,  and  immii^| 
nently  endanger  the  existence  of  the  British  nation  in  IndiOi^l 

That  the  said  evils  were  averted  oidy  by  the  moderation  of 
the  said  General  Clavering,  and  Philip  Fraucis,  Esq.,  in  con- 
senting to  a  reference,  and  submitting  to  the  decision  of  the 
judges  of  the  supreare  court  of  judicature,  although  they  en- 
tertained no  doubts  themselves  on  the  legality  of  their  pro- 
ceedings, and  tho  validity  of  General  Clavering' a  instant 
right  to  the  chair ;  and  although  they  were  not  in  any  vty 
bound  by  law  to  consult  the  said  judges,  who  had  no  legal  or 
judicial  authority  therein  in  virtue  of  their  offices,  or  as  a 
court  of  justice,  but  were  consulted,  and  interposed  their 
advice,  only  as  individuals,  by  the  voluntary  reference  of  the 
parties  in  the  said  dispute.  And  the  said  Warren  HastiogB 
by  his  declaration,  entereu  in  minutes  of  councQ,  "that  it 
was  his  determination  to  abide  by  the  opinion  of  the  judgefl^" 
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tnd  by  the  meaffores  be  had  previoualy  taken  aa  aforesaid  to 
enibrc»  the  same  bj  arms,  did  risk  all  the  dan^erouB  con- 
sequences  above  mentioned ;  which  must  have  taken  place,  if 
the  said  General  Clavering  and  Philip  Francis,  Esq.  had  not 
been  more  tender  of  the  public  inferesta,  and  less  tenat'ious 
of  their  ovm  righta,  and  had  persiated  in  their  claim,  as  they 
were  by  law  entitled  to  do,  the  extra-judicial  interposition  of 
the  judges  notwithstanding ;  and  from  which  claim  they  re- 
ceded only  firom  their  desire  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  set- 
tlement, and  to  prevent  the  mischief*,  which  the  illegal 
resistance  of  the  said  AVarren  Hastings  would  otherwise  in- 
CaJlibly  have  occasioned. 

That  after  the  said  judges  had  deliyered  their  opinion, 
"  that  the  place  and  office  of  governor- general  of  this  presi- 
dency had  not  yet  been  vacated  by  Warren  Hastings,  and 
that  the  actual  assumption  of  the  government  by  the  mem- 
ber of  the  council  nest  in  succession  to  Mr,  Haatings,  in 
consequence  of  any  deduction,  which  could  be  made  from 
the  papers  conmiunicated  to  them,  woidd  be  absolutely  ille- 
gal;" and  after  the  said  General  Clavering  and  Philip 
Francia,  Esq.  had  signified  to  the  Baid  Warren  Haatings,  by 
a  letter  dated  the  21st  of  June,  "  their  intention  to  acquiesce 
in  the  opinion  of  the  judges ;"  and  when  the  differences  in 
the  supreme  council  were  by  these  means  composed,  and  the 
calamities  consequent  thereon  were  avoided,  the  said  War- 
ren Hastings  and  Richard  Bamrell,  Esq.  did  once  more 
endanger  the  public  peace  and  security  by  other  illegal,  un- 
warrantable, and  unprovoked  acts  of  violence  ;  having  omit- 
ted to  summon  either  the  said  (Jeneral  Clavering,  or  the 
said  PbUip  Francis,  Esq.,  to  council ;  and  having,  in  a  council 
held  thus  privately  and  clandestinely,  and  contrary  to  law, 
on  tho  22nd  day  of  June,  come  to  the  following  resolu- 
tions, vis. 

"  Resolved,  that  by  the  said  acts,  orders,  and  declarationa 
of  Lieutenant- General  John  Clavering,  recited  in  the  fore- 
going papers,  [meaniug  the  jiroceedings  of  General  Claver- 
ing in  his  separate  council  on  the  20th  of  June,]  he  hog 
actually  usurped  and  assumed,  and  taken  posaeasion  of  the 
place  and  office  of  govemor-generai  of  the  presidency  of 
Fort  William  in  Bengal,  granted  by  the  act  of  the  13tn.  of 
his  present  Majesty  to  Warren  Hastings,  Esq. 
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"Eesolved,  that  Lieutenant-General  Jokn  ClaverJng  has 
thereby  relinquished,  resided,  aurrendered,  and  vacated  thfl 
office  of  senior  counsellor  of  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

"Eesolved,  that  Lieutenant- Qenenil  John  Clavering  has 
thereby  reliuquished,  resigned,  surrendered,  and  vacated  his      , 

flace   of  commander-in-chief  of  the  Company's   forces  in^f 
ndia.  ^| 

"Resolved,  that  Richard  Barwell,  Esquire,  by  virtue  of 
the  8aid  act  of  parliament,  and  by  the  death  of  the  Honour- 
able George  Monaon,  Esq.,  is  promoted  to  the  office  of  senior 
eounaellor  of  the  presidency  of  Eort  William  in  Bengal,  in 
consequence  of  the  aaid  relinquishment,  resignation,  surren- 
der, and  vacation  of  General  Clavering. 

"  E<;solvcd,  that  the  office  of  commander-in-chief  of  the 
Company's  forces  in  India,  by  the  relinquishment,  resigna- 
tion, sur^jender,  and  vacation  of  Q-eneral  Clavering,  and  by 
the  death  of  tlio  Honourable  G^eorge  Monaon,  Esq.,  does  no 
longer  exist. 

"Resolved,  that,  for  the  preservation  of  the  legality  of 
our  proceedings,  Lieutenant- General  John  Clavering  be  not 
in  future  summoned  or  admitted  as  a  member  of  the  go^H 
vernor- general  and  council."  ^M 

And  the  said  Warren  Hastiuga  and  Richard  Barwell,  Eaqf^ 
did  again  sit  in  council  on  tho  next  day,  being  the  23rd  of 
June,  without  summ.oning  either  General  Clavering  or  Phi-j 
lip  Francis,  Esq.,  and  did  como  to  several  other  resolutior 
and  make  several  orderai,  contrary  to  law  or  juatice,  and 
consiateut  with  the  tranquillity  and  the  security  of  the  set 
tlement ;   that  is  to  say,  they  ordered  their   secretary  "to 
notify  to  General  Clavering,  that  the  board  had  declared  his 
offices   of  senior  counsellor  and  eomraander-in-chief  to  be 
vacant ;  and  to  furnish  him  ydth  a  copy  of  these  proceed- 
ings, containing  the  grounds  of  the  board  for  the  afore 
declaration." 

And  they  ordered  extracts  of  the  said  proceedings  "  to 
issued  in  general  orders,  with  letters  to  all  the  provincii 
councils  and  military  stations,  directing  them  to  publish  the 
same  in  general  orders:"  and  they  resolved,  "  that  all  mili- 
tary returns  be  made  to  the  governor-general  and  council  in 
their  militarv  department,  until  a  commauder-ui-chief  sh&ll. 
be  appointed  by  the  Compajay." 
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That  on  the  day  following,  that  is  to  b&j,  on  the  24th  of 
June,  the  said  Warreu  Llastinga  did  again  omit  to  summon 
General  Clavering  to  council,  and  did  again,  together  mth 
Itichard  Barwell,  Eaq^uire,  who  eoncurred  therein,  adhere  to 
and  confirm  the  said  illegal  resolutions  come  to  on  the  two 
former  days,  declaring,  "  that  they  could  not  he  retracted 
but  by  tlie  preaent  authority  of  the  law,  or  by  future  orders 
from  komej"  and  aggravating  the  guilt  of  the  said  unjusti- 
fiable acta  by  declarmg,  as  the  said  Warren  Haatinga  did, 
"  that  they  were  not  the  precipitate  effects  of  an  instant  and 
passionate  impulse,  but  the  fruits  of  long  and  moat  temper- 
ate deliberatione,  of  ine^ntaihle  necessity,  of  the  etricteat 
Benae  of  public  duty,  and  of  a  conviction  equal  in  its  impres- 
sion on  his  mind  to  absolute  certainty." 

That  the  said  Worreu  Hasting  was  the  less  excusable  in 
this  obstinate  adherence  to  his  former  unjust  proceedinga,  aa 
the  said  declarationa  were  made  in  answer  to  a  motion  made 
by  Philip  Francis,  Esquire,  for  the  reversal  of  the  said  pro- 
ceedings, and  to  a  minute  introducing  the  said  motion ;  in 
which  Mr.  Frani'ia  set  forth  in  a  clear  and  forcible  manner, 
and  in  terms  with  which  the  court  of  directors  have  since 
declared  their  entire  concurrence,  both  the  extreme  danger, 
and  the  illegality  and  invalidity,  of  the  said  proceedinga  of 
Warren  Hastings  and  Eichard  BarweU,  Esq.,  concluding  the 
said  minute  by  the  following  concOiatory  declaration :  "  and, 
that  this  salutary  motion  may  not  be  impeded  by  any  idea  or 
suspicion,  that  General  Clavering  may  do  any  act  inconsist- 
ent mtli  the  acquiescence,  which  both  he  and  I  have  avowed 
in  the  decision  of  the  judges,  I  will  undertake  to  answer  for 
him  in  this  respect ;  or  that,  if  he  should  depart  from  the 
true  spirit  and  m.eaniiig  of  that  acquiescence,  I  will  not  bo  a 
party  with  him  io  such  proceedinga." 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  could  not  plead  ignorance 
I  of  the  law  in  excuse  for  the  said  illegal  acta,  as  it  appears 
from  the  proceedinga  of  the  four  preceding  days,  that  he  wag 
well  acquainted  with  the  tenure,  by  which  the  memhera  of 
the  council  held  their  offices  imder  the  act  of  the  13th  of  hia 
present  Majeaty,  and  has  stated  the  same  as  a  ground  for  re- 
taining his  own  office,  contrary  to  an  express  declaration  of 
the  court  wf  directors,  and  an  instrmiient  under  the  eign- 
itiHtnia]  of  his  Majesty ;  and  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court, 
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m  their  reasons  for  their  decission  in  hia  faroor.  had  stated 


13  6«o.  in. 

e.  63,  {  10. 


the  provisions  in  the  said  act,  so  far  as  they  re- 
lated to  tlie  matter  in  dispute ;  from  which  it 
appeared,  that  there  were  but  four  grounde,  on 
which  the  ofhce  of  any  member  of  the  council  could  be  v* 
cated;  namely,  death,  removal^  resignation,  or  promotion. 
And  as  the  act  confined  the  power  of  removal  to  "  his  Ma- 
jesty, his  heirs  and  successors,  upon  representation  made  by 
the  court  of  directors  of  the  said  united  Company  for  the 
time  being  ;"  and  conferred  no  such  power  on  the  governor- 
general,  or  a  majority  of  the  councU,  to  remove  on  any 
ground,  or  for  any  cause  wliatever,  one  of  their  colleagues ; 
so,  granting  the  claim  of  General  Clavering  to  the  chair,  and 
hia  acts  done  in  furtherance  thereof,  to  have  been  illegal,  and 
criminal  in  whatever  degree,  yet  it  did  not  furnish  to  the  rest 
of  the  councU  any  ground  to  remove  him  from  his  office  of 
counsellor  under  the  provisions  of  the  said  act ;  and  there 
could  therefore  remain  only  his  resignation  or  promotion,  as 
a  possible  means  of  vacating  his  said  office.  But  with  r^ptrd 
to  the  promotion  of  General  Clavering  to  the  office  of  go- 
Temor-general,  although  he  claimed  it  himself,  yet,  as  Mr. 
Hastings  did  not  admit  it,  and  as  in  fact  it  was  even  receded 
from  by  General  Clavering,  it  could  not  be  considered,  at 
least  by  Jlr.  Hastings,  as  a  vahd  ground  for  vacating  hia 
office  of  senior  counsellor,  since  the  act  requires  for  that 
purpose  not  a  rejected  claim,  but  an  actual  and  effectui 
promotion ;  and  General  Clavering's  office  of  counsellor  coi; 
no  more  be  vacated  by  such  a  naked  claim,  unsupported 
disallowed,  thun  the  seat  of  a  member  of  the  House  of  Con 
mons  could  be  vacated,  and  a  new  writ  issued  to  supply  tl 
vacancy,  by  hia  claim  to  the  office  of  steward  of  the  Chilter 
Hundreds,  when  hia  Majesty  has  refused  to  appoint  him 
the  said  ofEce.  And  with  regard  to  resignation,  althougl 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  as  a  colour  to  hia  illegal  resole 
tions,  had  affectedly  introduced  the  word  "  resigned  "  amonga 
those  of  "  relinquiahed,  surrendered,  and  vacated,"  yet  he 
well  knew,  that  General  Clavering  had  made  no  offer,  nor 
declaration,  of  hia  resignation  of  his  offices  of  senior  comisel- 
lor  and  commander-in-chief  j  and  that  he  did  not  claim  the 
office  of  governor-general  on  the  ground  of  any  such  resigna* 
tion  made  by  himself,  but  on  the  ground  of  a  resignation 
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iDttde  Tiy  the  said  "Warren  Haatings,  which  resignation  the 
Baid  Warren  Haetinffs  did  not  admit ;  and  tlie  uee  of  the 
term  resigned,  on  that  occasion,  was  therefore  a  maniiest  and 
wilful  misconstruction  and  misapplication  of  the  words  of 
the  act  of  his  present  Majeaty.  And  such  misinterpretation 
and  false  extension  of  the  term  of  resignation  waa  the  more 
indecent  in  the  said  Warren  Hastinga,  aa  he  was  at  the  same 
moment  disavowing  and  refusing  to  give  effect  to  his  own 
4fear  and  express  resignation,  ti/ccording  to  the  true  intent 
ttEkd  meaning  of  the  word  oa  used  in  the  said  act,  made  by  hia 
agent,  duly  authorized  and  instructed  by  himself  so  to  do,  to 
an  authority  competent  to  receive  and  accept  the  same. 

That,  although  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  afterwards 
recede  from  the  said  illegal  measures  in  compliance  with  the 
opinion  and  advice  of  the  judges  again  interposed,  and  did 
thereby  avoid  the  guilt  of  suck  further  acts,  and  the  hlame  of 
such  further  evils,  as  must  have  heen  consequent  on  a  per- 
sietance  therein,  yet  he  was,  nevertheless,  still  guilty  of  the 
illegal  acts  above  described ;  and  the  same  are  great  Crimea. 
and  misdemeanours. 

That,  although  the  judges  did  decide,  that  the  office  of 
governor-general,  held  oy  the  said  Wan-en  Hastings,  waa  not 
ipso  facto  and  instanter  vacated  hy  the  arrival  of  the  said 
despatches  and  documents,  transmitted  hy  the  court  of  di- 
rectors ;  and  did  consider  the  said  consequences  of  the  resig- 
nation aa  awaiting  some  future  act  or  event  for  its  complete 
and  efft-ctual  operation ;  yet  the  said  judges  did  not  declare 
any  opinion  on  the  ultimate  invalidity  of  the  said  acts  of 
Lauchlin  Madeaue,  Esq.,  as  not  being  binding  on  his  princi- 
pal, Warren  Hastings,  Esq.,  nor  did  they  declare  any  opinion, 
that  the  obligation  of  the  said  resignation  was  not  from  the 
beginning  conclusive  and  etfectual,  although  its  operation 
was,  from  the  necesHity  of  the  ease,  on  account  of  the  dis- 
tance between  England  and  India,  to  take  place  only  in 
future ;  or  that  the  said  resignation  made  by  Lauchlin 
Macleane,  Esq.  was  only  an  offer  or  proposal  of  a  resignation 
to  be  made  at  some  future  and  indefinite  period,  or  a  mere 
intimation  of  the  desire  of  Warren  Hastings,  Esq.  to  resign 
at  some  future  and  indefinite  period,  and  that  the  said  resig- 
nation, notwithstanding  the  acceptance  thereof  hy  the  court 
of  directors,  and  the  regular  appointment  and  coniirmatioil 
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of  a  BucceBSor,  was  still  to  remain  optional  in  the  said  Warren 
lIuHtingB,  to  be  ratified  or  departed  from  at  his  future  choice 
ur  pleasure  ;  nor  did  the  said  judges  pronounce,  nor  do  any 
of  their  reaaoninga,  which  accompanied  their  decision,  tend 
to  establiah  it  as  their  opinion,  that  even  the  time  for  ratify- 
ing and  completing  the  said  transaction  was  to  be  at  the  sole 
discretion  of  tlie  aaid  Warren  Hastings ;  but  they  only  de- 
livered their  opinion,  as  aforesaid,  that  his  s^id  office  "  has 
not  yet  been  vacated,  and  therefore  that  the  actual  assump- 
tion of  the  government  by  the  member  of  the  council  next 
in  Bucceaeion  was,  in  the  actual  cir  cum  stances,  and  rebus  sic 
Mtantibtis,  illegal." 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  does  nowbere  himself 
contend,  that  the  said  resignation  was  not  absolute,  but 
optional,  according  to  the  true  meaning  and  understanding 
of  the  parties  in  England,  and  so  far  as  the  acts  of  Lauchlin 
Macleaue,  Esq.  and  the  court  of  directors  were  binding  on 
him ;    but,  on  the  contrary,  he  grounds  his  refusal  to  com- 
plete the  same,  not  on  any  interpretation  of  the  words,  in 
which  the  said  resignation,  and  the  other  instruments  afore- 
Baid,  were  conceived,  but  rather  on  a  disavowal  (not  direct 
indeed,  but  implied)  of  hia  said  agent,  and  of  the  powers, 
under  which  the  said  agent  had  claimed  to  act  in  his  behalf 
Neither  did  the  said  Warren  Hastings  ground  his  said 
fusal  on  any  objection  to  the  particular  day>  or  period,  oi 
circumstauceSj  iu  which  the  requisition  of  General  Claver 
was  made  ;  nor  accompany  the  aaid  refusal  with  any  qualif 
cation  in  that  respect,  or  with  any  intimation,  that  he  would, 
at  any  future  or  more  convenient  season,  comply  with  the 
aame ;  although  such  an  intimation  might  probably  have  in- 
duced General  Clavering  to  waive  an  instant  and  immediat^™ 
claim  to  the  chair,  and  might  therefore  have  prevented  tb^H 
distractions  which  happened,  and  the  greater   evils  which 
impended,  iu  consequence  of  the   said   claim   of   General 
Clavering,  and  the  said  refusal  of  AVarren  Hastings,  Es^h 
But  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  on  the  contrary,  exprewH 
hta  aaid  refusal  in  such  general  and  unqualified  terms,  as  in- 
timated an  intention  to  resiet  absolutely  and  altogether,  both 
then  and  at  any  fiture  time,  the  said  requisition  of  General 
Clavering,      And  the  subsequent  proceedingB  of  the  said 
<yi  Hastings  do  all  concur  in  proving,  that  such  was  hia 
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intention  ;  for  he  did  afterwards,  in  conformity  to  the  advice 
of  the  judges,  move  a  resolution  re  eouncil,  "  that  all  prirties 
be  placed  in  the  same  situation,  in  which  they  stood  before 
the  receipt  of  the  last  advices  from  Eiipland ;  reserving  and 
submittiria;  to  a  decision  in  England  the  respective  claims, 
that  each  party  may  conceive  they  have  a  right  to  make,  but 
not  acting  upon  those  claims  till  such  decision  shall  arrive 
in  Bengal ;"  thereby  clearly  and  explicitly  declaring,  that  it 
■was  not  his  intention  to  Hurrender  the  government  until  such 
decision  should  arrive  in  Bengal,  which  could  not  be  ex- 
pected in  Heaa  than  a  year  and  a  half  after  the  date  of  the 
said,  resolution  ;  and  thereby  clearly  and  explicitly  declaring, 
that  he  did  not  consider  hia  resignation  ag  binding  for  the 
present.  And  the  said  intention  was  manifested,  if  possi- 
ble, still  more  directly  and  expressly  in  a  letter  wi'itten  by 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  the  court  of  directors,  dated 
the  loth  of  August,  1777,  being  almost  two  months  after  the 
receipt  of  the  said  despatches;  in  which  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  declares,  that  "  he  did  not  hold  himself  bound  by 
the  notification  made  by  Mr.  Macleane,  nor  by  any  of  the 
acts  consequent  of  it." 

That,  such  appearing  to  have  been  the  intention  of  the 
said  Warren  Hastings,  General  Clavering  was  justified  in 
immediately  assuming  the  government,  without  waiting  for 
any  future  act  of  the  said  AYarren  Hastings  for  the  actual 
surrender  of  the  said  government,  none  such  being  likely  to 
happen  ;  and  Philip  Francis,  Esquire,  was  justified  in  sup- 
porting General  Clavering  in  the  same  on  the  soundest 
principlea  of  justice,  and  on  a  maxim  received  in  courts  of 
equity,  namely,  that  no  one  shall  avail  himself  of  his  own 
wrong ;  and  that,  if  any  one  refuse  or  neglect  to  perform 
that,  which  he  ia  bound  to  do,  the  rights  of  others  shall  not 
be  prejudiced  thereby,  biit  such  acta  shall  be  deemed  and  re- 
puted to  have  been  actually  performed,  and  all  the  conae- 
quencea  shall  be  enforced,  which  would  have  followed  from 
such  actual  performance.  And  therefore  the  resolutions  moved 
and  voted  in  council  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  declaring 
the  offices  of  General  Clavering  to  be  vacant,  were  not 
only  illegal,  inasmuch  as  the  said  Warren  Hastings  had  no 
authority  to  warrant  such  a  declaration,  even  on  the  suppo- 
sition of  the  acts  of  General  Clavering  being  contrary  to  law ; 
but  the  said  resolutions  were  further  highly  culpable  and 
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mminal,  inftsmucli  as  the  said  acta  done  by  Greneral  CUvcp- 
ing,  which  were  made  the  pretence  of  that  proceeding,  were  ^ 
strictly  regiilar  and  legal.  ^| 

That  the  refusal  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  ratify" 
the  re8i|tpiation,and  his  disavowal  of  the  said  Lauchljn  Mae- 
leane,  his  agent,  is  not  justified  by  anything  contained  in  his 
said  letter  to  the  court  of  directors,  dated  on  the  15th  of 
August,  1777,  the  eaid  Warren  Hastings  nowhere  directly 
and  positively  assertina;,  that  the  said  Lauchlin  Macleane 
was  not  hia  agent,  and  had  not  both  full  and  general  powers, 
and  even  particular  iuatructions  for  this  very  act ;  although 
the  said  Warren  Hn^tiuga  uses  many  indirect  and  circuitous, 
but  insufficient  and  inapplicable,  insinuations  to  that  effect. 
And  the  said  letter  does  on  the  contrary  contain  a  clear 
and  express  avowal,  that  the  said  Lauchlin  Macleane  was 
bis  confidential  agent,  and  that  in  that  capacity  he  acted 
throughout,  and  particularly  in  this  special  matter,  with 
zeal  and  fidelity.  And  the  said  letter  does  further  admit 
in  effect  the  instructions  produced  by  the  said  Lauclilin 
Macleane,  Esquire,  confirmed  by  Mr.  Vansittart  and  Mr. 
Stewart,  and  relied  on  and  confided  in  by  the  court  of  di- 
rectors, by  which  the  said  Lauchlin  Macleane  appeared  to 
be  specially  empowered  to  declare  the  vsaid  resignation  ;  the 
words  of  the  said  instruction  beiuj.!;  as  follow  :  "that  he  (Mr. 
HastiTigs)  wilt  not  condntie  in  t/ie  government  of  Bengal,^ 
"  unless  certain  conditions  therein  ppecified  can  be  obtained : " 
and  the  words  of  the  said  letter  beiug  as  follow :  "  What  I' 
myself  know  with  certainty,  or  can  recollect  at  this  distance 
of  time,  concerning  the  powers  and  inBtructions,  which  were 
given  to  Messieurs  Macleane  and  Gniham,  when  they  undertook 
to  be  my  agents  in  England,  I  will  circumstantially  relate. 

"I  am  in  posseasion  of  two  papers,  which  were  presented 
to  those  gentlemen  at  the  time  of  their  departure  from  Ben- 
gal ;  one  of  which  comprises  four  short  propositions,  whkA  I 
required  a^  the  conditions  of  my  being  confirmed  in  thit  go* 
vemment." 

And  although  the  said  Warren  Hastings  does  here  artfully 
somewhat  change  the  words  of  his  written  instructions  (and 
which  having  in  his  possession  he  might  as  easily  have  given 
verbatim)  to  other  words,  which  may  appear  less  explicit, 
■vet  they  are  in  fact  capable  of  only  the  same  meaning; 
-'^  at  the  time  of  giving  the  said  instructions  to  uiti 
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figenta  he  was  in  full  poBsession  of  bis  office,  be  could 
want  no  confirmation  therein,  except  Am  oum;  and,  in  each 
circumatanceB,  "  to  require  certain  tlunj^a,  as  the  conditioHt 
of  his  being  confirmed  in  his  goverument"  is  tantamount  to  a 
declaration,  "  that  he  will  not  continue  in  his  government,  un- 
iess  those  conditions  can  be  obtained."  And  vhe  eaid  attempt 
at  prevarication  can  serve  its  author  the  less,  aa  either  both 
Bentencea  have  one  and  tlie  Bame  meaning,  or  it'  their 
meaning  be  different,  the  oripnal  instructions  in  his  own 
hsnd-writing,  or,  in  other  words,  the  thing  itself,  must  be 
preferred  as  evidence  of  its  contents  to  a  loose  statement 
of  its  purport,  founded,  perhaps,  on  a  loose  recollection  of  it 
at  a  great  distance  of  time. 

That  the  said  refusal  of  Warren  Hastings,  Esq.  was  a 
breach  of  faith  with  the  court  of  dlreutors,  and  hia  Majesty's 
ministera  Lu  England  ;  as  the  aaid  resiguation  was  not  merely 
a  voluntary  offer  wnthout  any  (-onsideration,  and  therefore 
subject  to  be  recalled  or  retracted  at  the  pleasure  of  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  but  ought  rather  to  be  considered  as 
having  been  the  result  of  a  negotiation  carried  on  between 
Mr.  Macleane  for  the  benefit  of  Warren  Hastings,  Esq.  on 
the  one  hand,  and  by  the  coxirt  of  directors  for  the  interests 
of  the  Company  on  the  other :  which  view  of  the  transaction 
vnll  appear  the  more  probable,  when  it  is  considered,  that  at 
the  time  of  the  said  resignation  a  strict  inquiry  had  been 
carrying  on  by  the  court  of  directors  into  the  conduct  of  the 
said  Warren  Hastings ;  and  the  solicitor  and  counsel  to  the 
Company,  and  other  eminent  counsel,  had  given  it  aa  their 
opinions,  on  cases  stated  to  them,  that  there  were  groimds  for 
suing  the  said  Warren  Hastings  in  the  courts  of  law  and  equity; 
and  that  the  Company  would  be  entitled  to  recover  iu  the  said 
Baits  against  Warren  Hastings,  Esq.,  several  very  large  sums 
of  money  taken  by  him  in  his  oifico  of  governor-general, 
contrary  to  law,  and  in  breach  of  hia  covenants,  and  of  his 
duty  to  the  Company  and  the  pubhc ;  and  the  court  of  di- 
rectors had  also  come  to  various  severe  resolutions  of  censuro 
against  the  said  Warren  Haatinga,  and  amongst  others  to  a 
resolution  to  recall  the  said  Wiuren  Hastings,  and  remove  him 
from  his  office  of  governor-general,  to  answer  for  sundry  great 
crimes  and  delinquencies  by  him  committed  in  his  said  office. 
And  on  these  accounts  it  appears  probable,  that  the  said 
ligoation  was  tendered  and  accepted  ^  a  conaideration  fur 
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I  ^eaelcnd  conoessiona  made  in  consequence  thereof  to 
tk»  md  Warren  Hastings  in  his  said  dangerous  and  des* 
met*  ciiatfrion 

Asitfe  aaid  icfiial  was  also  an  act  of  great  disrespect  to 

of  dirBcfeai%  and  to  his  Majesty ;  and  by  rendering 

easuree,  solemnly  and  deliberately  taken, 

eonfinaed  bv  his  Majesty,  tended  to  bring 

nt  dM  eotttt  o^  directors,  and  of  his  Majesty, 

Aki  tW  said  refiual  ma  an  injury  to  General  Clavering. 

Aai  waa  also,  or  might  hfare  been,  a  great  injury  to  ^- 
^ia<i  WUer,  Esquire. 

JUmI  «aa  an  act  of  si^^nal  treachery  to  Lauchlin  Macleane, 
Si|^  aa  also  to  Mr.  Vansittart  and  Mr.  Stewart,  whose 
^HMWra  and  veracity  were  thereby  brought  into  question, 
liMlbl»  and  suspicion. 

.And  the  said  refusal  was  prejudicial  to  the  affairs  of  the 
wrrants  of  the  Company  in  India,  by  shaking  the  confidence 
tu  be  placed  in  their  agents  by  those  persons,  with  whom  it 
Might  be  for  their  interest  to  negotiate  on  any  matter  of 
igaportance,  and  by  thus  subjecting  the  communication  of 
peraoua  abroad  with  those  at  home  to  difficulties  not  known 
before. 
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X.  STJEGEON-GENEEAL'S  CONTEACT. 

That  the  said  "Warren  Hustings,  in  the  year  1777,  did 
Brant  to  the  surgeon-general  a  contract  for  three  years,  for 
Qefrayiug  every  kind  of  hospital  and  medicine  expense — not 
only  ui  breach  of  the  general  orders  of  the  court  of  directors 
with  respect  to  the  duration  of  contracts,  but  in  direct  oppo- 
sition to  a  particular  order  of  the  court  of  directors,  of  the 
80th  of  March,  1774,  when  they  directed,  "  that  the  surgeon 
should  not  be  permitted  to  enjoy  any  emolument  arising 
from  hia  being  concerned  in  dieting  the  patients ;  and  that 
occupations  of  surgeon  and  contractor  should  he  forth- 
»ted." — That  the  said  contract  was  in  itself  highly 
inconsistent  with  the  good  of  the  service  ;  as  it 
latest  temptation  to  abuse,  and  established  a 
est  in  the  anrgeon-general,  contrary  to  the 
^tion  and  profession. 
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XI.   CONTRACTS  FOE  POOLBUNDT  EEPAIES. 


That  the  governor-general  aud  council  at  Fort  William 
did,  on  the  motioD  and  recommendation  of  Warren  Hastings, 
Esquire,  enter  into  a  coutrat't  witli  Archibald  Frazer,  Eaquire, 
on  the  16th  of  April,  1778,  for  the  repairs  of  the  poola  and 
banks  in  the  province  of  Biirdwan,  for  two  years,  at  the  rate 
of  120,000  sicca  rupees  for  the  first  year,  and  80,000  rupees 
for  the  second  year. 

That  on  the  19th  of  December,  1778,  the  aaid  Warren 
Hastings  did  further  persuade  the  supreme  council,  to  pro- 
long the  term  of  the  above  contract  with  Archibald  Frazer 
for  the  space  of  three  years  more  on  the  same  conditions  ; 
namely,  tire  payment  of  80,000  aicca  rupees  for  each  year. 
To  WDich  was  added  a  permiasion  to  Mr.  Frazer  to  make 
dohunds,  or  special  repairs,  whenever  he  should  judge  them 
necessary,  at  the  charge  of  govemment. 

That  the  said  contracts,  both  in  the  manner  of  their  jmj- 
ceptance  by  the  supreme  council,  without  having  previously 
advertised  lor  proposals,  and  in  the  extent  of  their  dura- 
tion, were  made  in  direct  violation  of  the  special  orders  of 
the  court  of  directors. 

That  so  far  from  any  advantage  having  been  obtained  for 
the  Company  in  the  terms  of  these  contracts,  in  consideration 
of  the  length  of  time  for  which  they  were  to  cootinue,  the 
expense  of  government  upon  this  article  waa  increased  by 
these  engagements  to  a  very  great  amount. 

That  it  appears,  that  this  contract  had  been  held  for  some 
years  before  by  the  Eajah  of  ]3iu:'dwarL,  at  the  rate  of  25,000 
rupees  per  annum. 

That  the  superintendent  of  Poolbundy  repairs,  after  an 
accurate  und  diligent  survey  of  the  bunds  and  pools,  aJid  the 
provincial  council  of  Burdwan,  upon  the  beat  information 
they  could  pi*ocure,  had  delivered  it  as  their  opinion  to  the 
governor-general  and  council,  before  the  said  agreement  waa 
entered  into,  that  after  the  heavy  expense,  (stated  in  Mr. 
Kinlock's  estimate,  viz.  119,405  sicca  rupees,)  if  disbursed 
as  they  recommended,  the  charge  in  future  seasons  would  be 
greatly  reduced,  and  after  one  t/iorough  and  effectual  repair, 
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Mey  conceived  a  small  annual  expense  would  he  sufficieni  (0 
keep  the  bunds  vp  and  prevent  their  going  to  decay. 

That  whatever  ejtraordinary  and  unusual  damagea  tbe 
poola  and  biuids  might  have  austainod,  either  from  the  neglect 
of  the  Kajah's  officers,  or  from  the  violence  of  the  then  late 
mins,  and  the  torrents  thereby  occasioned,  to  justify  the  ex» 
pense  of  the  first  year,  yet  as  they  were  aU  considered  and 
included  in  the  estimate  for  that  j'ear,  there  could  be  no  pre- 
tence for  allowing  and  continuing  bo  krge  and  bnrthensome 
a  payment  as  80,000  rupees  per  annum  for  the  four  succeed* 
iBg  years. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  in  his  minutes  of  the 
13th  of  February,  1778,  himself  support  that  opinion,  in  the 
comparison  to  he  made  between  Mr.  Thomson' a  proposals  of 
undertaking  the  same  service  for  60,000  rupees  a  year,  for 
nme  years,  and  the  terms  of  Mr.  Frazer'a  contracts;  preferring 
the  latter,  because  these  were  "  to  etfect  a  complete  repair, 
which  could  hardly  he  concluded  in  one  season,  and  the  8ul> 
sequent  expense  would  be  hut  trilling." 

Notwithstanding  which  the  said  \Varren  Hastings  iur| 
and  prevailed  upon  the  council  to  allow  in  the  first  y 
the  full  amount  proposed  by  Mr.  Kinlock  in  his  estimate 
of  the  necessary  repairs,  and  did  burthen  the  Company  with 
what  he  must  have  deemed  to  be,  for  the  greater  part,  an 
xmnecessary  expense  of  80,000  rupees  per  annum  for  four 
years. 

That  the  permission  granted  to  Mr.  Frazer  to  mate  do 
bnnda,  or  new  and  additional  embankments  in  aid  of  the  old 
ones,   whenever  he  should  judge  them  necessary,    at  the 
eharge  of  government,  (the  said  charge  to  be  verified  by  the 
oath  of  the  said  Frazer,  without  any  voucher,)  was  a  power 
very  much  to  be  suspected,  and  very  improper  to  be  intrust- 
ed to  a  contractor,  wuo  had  already  covenanted  to  keep  the 
old  pools   in  perfect  repair,  and   to   construct  new   ones 
wherever  the  old  poola  ha;d  been  broken  down  and  washed^^ 
away,  or  where  the  course  of  the  rivers  might  have  rendere^fl 
new  ones  necessary,  in  consideration  of  the   great   sumS^^ 
Htipulated  to  be  paid  to  him  by  the  government. 

That  the  grant  of  the  foregoing  contracts,  and  the  pert 
mission  afterwards  annexed  to  the  second  of  the  said  grants, 
become  much  more  reprehensible  from  a  consideration  of  j 
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the  circum stances  of  the  person  to  ■whom  such  a  grant  vaa 
made. 

Tbat  the  due  performance  of  the  service  required  local 
knowledge  aud  experience,  which  the  said  Archihald  Frazer, 
being  ao  officer  in  the  Bupremo  court  of  juatiee,  could  not 
have  poHseased. 


XII.   CONTRACTS  POE  OPITTM. 

That  it  appears,  that  the  opium  produced  in  Bengal  and 
Bahar  is  a  cousiderable  and  lucrative  article  in  the  export 
trade  of  those  provinces  ;  that  the  whole  produce  haa  been 
for  many  years  monopolized  either  hj  individuala  or  by  the 
goveruraent ;  that  the  court  of  directors  of  the  East-India 
Company,  in  consideration  of  tlie  hardship  imposed  on  the 
native  owners  and  cultivators  of  the  lands,  who  were  deprived 
of  their  natural  right  of  dealing  with  many  competitors,  and 
compelled  to  sell  Uie  produce  of  their  labour  to  a  single 
monopolist,  did  authorize  the  governor-general  and  council 
to  give  lip  that  commodity  as  an  article  of  commerce. 

That  while  the  said  commodity  continued  to  be  a  mono- 
poly for  the  benefit  of  government,  and  managed  by  a  con» 
tractor,  the  contracts  for  providing  it  were  subject  to  the 
Company's  fundamental  regulation,  namely,  to  be  put  up  to 
auction,  and  disjposed  of  to  the  best  bidder ;  and  that  the 
Company  particularly  ordered,  that  the  commodity  when 
provided  should  be  consigned  to  the  board  of  trade,  who 
were  directed  to  dispoBe  thereof  by  public  auction. 

That  in  May,  177/,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  granted  to 
John  Mackenzie  a  contract  for  the  provision  of  opiumj  to 
continue  three  years,  and  without  advertising  for  proposals  : 
that  this  transaction  was  condemned  by  the  court  of  di- 
rectors, notwithstanding  a  clause  had  been  inserted  in  that 
contract,  by  which  it  was  left  open  to  the  court  of  directors 
to  annul  the  same  at  the  expiration  of  the  first  or  aecond 
year. 

That  about  the  end  of  the  year  1780,  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  in  contradiction  to  the  order  above  mentioned, 
did  take  away  the  sale  of  the  opium  from  the  board  of  trade. 

VOL.  IT.  S  D 
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fchougli  he  diBclairaed,  at.  tbo  Bame  time,  any  intention  of  it 
pttfing  a  censure  on  their  management.  ^h 

Tlmt  in  ^March,  1781,  the  said  Warren  HaHtings  dilH 
grant  to  Stephen  Sullivan,  son  of  Lawrence  Sullivan,  chair- 
man  of  the  court  of  directors  nf  the  East-India  Company,  a 
contract  for  the  provision  ot  opium,  without  advertising  for 
proposals,  and  without  even  receiving  anj  written  proposals 
from  him  the  said  Sullivan ;  that  he  granted  this  contract 
for  four  years,  and  at  the  request  of  the  said  Sullivan  did 
omit  that  cLause,  which  was  inserted  in  the  preceding  con- 
tract, and  hy  which  it  was  rendered  liable  to  be  determined 
by  orders  from  the  Company  ;  the  said  Warren  HaBtinge  de 
ciariug,  contrary  to  truth,  that  such  clause  was  now  unnece 
sary,  aa  the  directors  had  approved  the  contract. 

That  the  aaid  Sullivan  had  been  but  a  few  months  in  Ben- 
gal when  the  above  contract  was  given  to  hi  in  ;  that  he  was 
a  stranger  to  the  country,  and  to  all  the  local  commerce 
thereof,  and  therefore  unqualified  for  the  management  of 
such  a  concern ;  and  that  the  said  Sullivan,  iu8tead  of  exe- 
cuting the  contract  himself,  did,  shortly  after  obtaining  the 
same,  assign  it  over  to  John  Beon,  and  others  ;  and  in  con- 
sideration of  such  aasigument  did  receive  from  the  said  Eena 
a  great  sum  of  money. 

That  from  the  preceding  facta,  aa  well  as  from  sundry 
other  circumstances  of  restrictions  taken  off,  (particularly 
by  abolishing  the  office  of  inspector  into  the  quality  of  the 
opium,)  and  of  beneficial  clauses  introduced,  it  appears  that 
the  aaid  Warren  Hastings  gave  this  contract  to  the  said 
Stephen  Sullivan  in  contradiction  to  the  orders  of  the 
court  of  directors,  and  without  any  regard  to  the  interests 
of  the  India  Company,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  creating 
an  instant  fortune  for  the  said  SulKvau  at  the  expense  of 
the  India  Company,  without  any  chum,  of  service  or  pre- 
tence of  merit  on  his  part,  and  without  any  apparent  mo- 
tive whatever,  except  that  of  securing  or  rewarding  the 
attachment  and  support  of  his  father,  Lawrence  Sullivan,  n 
person  of  great  authority  and  influence  in  the  direction  of 
the  Company's  affairs,  and  notoriously  attached  to  and  con* 
nected  with  the  said  Warren  Hastniga. 

That  the  eaid  Stephen  Sullivan  neither  possessed,  nor  pr&« 
tended  to  possess,  any  skill  in  the  buamesa  of  hia  coutmrts 
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tliiat  he  exerted  no  industry,  nor  showed,  nor  could  show, 
any  eiactuess  in  the  performance  of  it,  since  he  immediately 
Bold  the  contract  Ibr  a  sum  of  money  to  another  person,  (for 
the  sole  purpoHe  of  which  sale,  it  must  be  presumed,  the 
same  was  given.)  by  which  person  another  profit  was  to  be 
made  ;  and  by  that  person  the  same  was  again  sold  to  a  third, 
hy  whom  a  third  profit  was  to  be  made. 

Tliat  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  at  the  very  time  whea  ho 
engaged  the  Company  in  a  contraet  Ibr  engrossing  the  \\  hole 
of  the  opium  produced  in  Bengal  and  Bahar  in  the  ensuing 
four  years  on  terras  of  such  exorbitant  profit  to  the  con- 
tractor, affirmed,  that  "there  was  little  prospect  of  selling 
the  opium  iu  Beugal  at  a  reaeouable  price ;  and  that  it  was 
but  natural  to  suppose,  that  the  price  of  opium  wovld  fall 
from  the  demand  being  lessened :'^^tha.t  iu  a  letter,  dated  the 
6th  of  May,  1781,  he  informed  the  directors,  "  that  owing  to 
the  indifferent  state  of  the  markets  last  season  to  the  east- 
ward, and  the  very  enhanced  rates  of  insnrance,  which  the 
war  had  occasioned,  they  had  not  been  able  to  dispose  of  the 
opium  of  the  present  year  to  so  great  an  advantage  as  they 
expected ;  and  that  more  than  one  half  of  it  remained  still 
in  their  warehouses. " — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  was 
ffuilty  of  a  manifest  breach  of  trust  to  his  constituents  and 
his  employers  in  monopolizing  for  their  pretended  use  an 
article  of  commerce,  for  which  he  declared  no  purchasers  had 
o'ffered,  and  that  there  was  little  pj^spect  of  any  offeri?ig ;  and 
Vie  price  of  which,  he  said,  it  was  but  natural  to  suppose  would 
fall.  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  having,  by  hig  own 
act,  loaded  the  Company  with  a  commodity,  for  which,  either 
in  the  ordinary  and  regular  course  of  public  auction,  or  even 
by  private  contract,  there  was,  as  he  affirmed,  no  sale,  did^ 
imder  pretence  of  finding  a  market  for  the  same,  engage  the 
Company  in  an  enterprise  of  great  and  certain  expense,  sub- 
ject to  a  manifest  risk,  and  full  of  disgrace  to  the  Eaat-lndia 
Company,  not  only  in  their  political  character,  as  a  great 
sovereign  power  in  India,  hut  in  their  commercial  character, 
as  an  eminent  and  respectable  body  of  merchants :  and  that 
the  execution  of  this  enterprise  was  accompanied  with  sun- 
dry other  engagements  witli  other  personB,  in  all  of  which 
the  Company's  interest  was  constantly  sacrificed  to  that  of 
individtmla  fiivottred  by  the  said  Warren  Hastinga. 
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That  the  said  "Warren  Hastings  first  enpagLd  in  a  scheme 
to  export  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty  chests  of 
opium,  on  the  Company's  account,  on  hoard  a  ship  belonging 
to  Cudbert  Thoruliill,  half  of  which  was  to  be  disposed  of  ia 
a  coasting  voyage,  and  the  remainder  in  Canton. — That,  be- 
sideB  the  freight  and  commiasion  payable  to  the  said  Tliorn- 
hill  on  this  adventure,  twelve  pieces  of  cannon  belonging  to 
the  Company  were  lent  for  arming  the  ship;  though  his 
original  projjosal  waa,  that  the  ship  should  be  amied  at  his 
expense. — That  this  part  of  the  adventure,  depending  for  its 
BUCcesB  on  a  prudent  and  fortunate  management  of  various 
sales  and  resales  in  the  course  of  a  circuitoua  voyage,  and 
being  exposed  to  such  risk  both  of  sea  and  enemy,  that  all 
private  traders  had  declined  to  be  concerned  in  it,  was  par- 
ticularly unfit  for  a  great  trading  Company,  and  could  not 
be  undertaken  on  their  account  vrith  any  rational  prospect 
of  advantage. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  aoon  after  engaged  in 
another  scheme  for  exporting  two  thousand  chests  of  opium 
directly  to  China  on  the  Company's  account,  and  for  that 
purpose  accepted  of  an  offer  made  by  Henry  Watson,  the 
Company's  chief  engineer,  to  convey  the  same  in  a  vessel  of 
his  own,  and  to  deliver  it  to  the  Company's  super-cargoes. — 
Tliat  alter  the  offer  of  the  said  Henry  Watson  had  been  ac- 
cepted, a  letter  fi"om  him  was  produced  at  the  board,  in 
which  he  declared,  that  he  was  nnable  to  equip  the  ship  with 
a  proper  number  of  cannon,  and  requested,  that  he  might  be 
furnished  with  thirty-six  guns  from  the  Company's  stores  at 
Madras,  with  which  request  the  board  complied. — That  it 
appears,  that  George  WiUiamaon,  the  Compimy's  auctioneer 
at  Calcutta,  having  complained,  that  by  this  mode  of  export- 
ing the  opium  which  used  to  be  sold  by  public  auction,  he 
loat  his  commission  as  auctioneer,  tbe  board  allowed  him  to 
draw  a  coaunission  of  1  per  cent,  on  all  the  opium  which  had 
been  or  was  to  be  exported. — That  it  appears  that  the  con- 
tractor for  opium  (whose  proper  duties  and  emoluments  as 
contractor  ended  with  the  delivery  of  the  opium)  waa  also 
allowed  to  draw  a  commission  on  the  opium  then  shipping 
on  the  Company's  account ;  but  for  what  reason,  or  on  whl^H 
pretence,  does  not  appear.  f^^ 


That  the  said  Warren  HaatingB,  in  order  to  pay  the 
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Stephen  Sullivan  in  advance  for  the  opium  furnished,  or  to 
be  furnished,  by  him  in  the  first  year  of  his  contract,  did 
borrow  the  sura  of  twenty  hicks  of  rupees  at  8  per  cent.,  oi 
two  himdred  thousand  pounds  stcrhng,  to  he  repaid  by 
draughts  to  be  drawn  on  the  Company  by  their  super-cargoes 
in  China,  provided  the  opium  consigned  to  them  should  ar- 
rire  safe ;  but  that  if  the  adventure  failed,  whether  by  the 
loss  of  the  ships,  or  otherwise,  the  subacribera  to  the  above 
loan  were  to  he  n^paid  their  capital  and  interest  out  of  the 
Company's  treasury  in  Bengal. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  having  in  this  manner 
purchased  a  commodity,  for  wliieb  he  said  there  waa  no  sale, 
and  paid  for  iit  with  money,  which  he  was  obliged  to  borrow 
at  a  high  interest,  was  still  more  crimimd  in  his  attempt,  or 
pretended  phia,  to  introduce  it  clandestinely  into  China. 
That  the  importation  of  opium  into  China  is  forbidden  by  the 
Chinese  government ;  that  the  opium,  on  Beizure,  is  burnt ; 
the  vessel,  that  importa  it,  confiscated ;  and  the  Chinese,  in 
whose  posscBsiou  it  may  be  found  for  sale,  punished  with 
death. 

That  the  governor-general  and  council  were  well  aware  of 
the  exiatence  of  theae  prohibitiona  and  penalties,  and  did 
therefore  inform  the  super-cargoes  in  China,  that  the  ship 
belonging  to  the  said  Henry  Watson  would  enter  the  river 
at  China  as  an  armed  ship,  and  would  not  be  reported,  as 
bearing  a  cargo  of  opium ;  that  being  a  contraband  trade. — 
That  of  the  above  two  ships,  the  tirst,  belonging  to  Cudhert 
Thornhill,  waa  taken  by  the  French  ;  and  that  the  second, 
arriving  in  China,  did  occasion  much  embaiTassment  and  dis- 
tress to  the  Company's  auper-cargocs  there,  who  had  not 
been  previously  consulted  on  the  formation  of  the  plan,  and 
were  exposed  to  great  difficulty  and  hazard  in  the  execution 
of  their  part  of  it.  That  the  ship  was  delayed,  at  a  demur- 
rage of  an  hnndred  dollars  a  day,  for  upwards  of  three 
months,  waiting  in  vain  for  a  better  market. — The  factory 
estimate  the  loss  to  the  Company,  ijiclnding  port-chargea, 
demurrage,  and  factory  charges  allowed  the  captain,  at  siity- 
niue  thousand  nine  hundred  and  ninety-three  dollars,  or 
about  twenty  thousand  pounds  sterling. 

That  the  Company's  factory  at  China,  after  atating  tho 
foregoing  facts  Uy  the  court  of  directora,  conclude  with  th© 
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following  general  obBervations  thereon : — "  On  a  roN-iew 
these  circumstancea,  with  the  extravagant  and  imusiial  terms 
of  the  freij^ht,  demurrage,  fiu-tory  t-harges,  Su-.,  &c.,  we  can- 
not help  beiag  of  (ipinion,  that  private  considerations  have 
been  suiiered  to  intert'ere  too  mucli  for  anj  benefit  that  m&j 
have  been  intended  to  the  honourable  Compauv.  We  hope 
for  the  honourable  court's  approbation  of  our  conduct  in  thi« 
affair.  The  novelty  and  nature  of  the  fousiguments  have 
been  the  source  of  much  trouble  and  anxiety  ;  and  though 
we  wished  to  hiive  had  it  in  our  power  to  do  more,  we  majr 
truly  say  we  have  exceeded  our  expectations." 

That  every  part  of  this  transaction,  from  the  monopoly, 
with  which  it  commenced,  to  the  coutrabntvd  dealing,  with.' 
which  it  concluded,  criminates  the  said  Warren  Hasting»i 
with  wilful  disobedience  ol'  orders,  and  a  continued  breach  cf| 
trust;  that  every  step  taken  in  it  was  attended  with  heavy 
I088  to  the  Company,  and  with  a  sacrifice  of  their  interest  to 
that  of  individuals,  and  that,  if  finally  a  proiit  had  reaulted 
to  the  Company  from  sui-b  a  transaction,  no  profit  attending 
it  coidd  compensate  far  the  probable  riKk,  to  which  their 
trade  in  China  waa  thereby  expo-sed  ;  or  for  the  certain  dis- 
honour and  consequent  distrust,  vi'bich  the  East-India  Com- 
pany mu.Ht  incur  in  the  eyes  of  the  Chinese  government  by 
being  engaged  in  a  low  clandestine  traffic,  prohibited  by  thie 
lawfl  of  the  country. 
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XIII.   APPOINTSIENT  OP  E.  J.  SULLIVAN. 

TnAT,  in  the   month    of  February,   1781,  Mr.   Richard 
Joseph  Sullivan,  eecretary  to  the  select  committee  at  Fort 
St.  (xeorgc,  applied  to  them  for  leave  to  proceed  to  Cnlcut 
on  his  private  affairs.    That,  being  tlie  confidential  secretar 
to  the  select  committee  at  Fort  St.  George,  and  consequentlj 
pcsseascd  of  all  the  views  and  secrets  of  the  Company,  as 
as  they  related  to  that  government,  he  went  privately  int 
the  Bcrvice  of  the  Nabob  of  Aroot;  and  under  the  pretence^ 
of  proceeding  to  Calcutta  on  his  private  busincBs,  undertook 
a  commission  from  the  said  Nabob  to  the  governor-general] 
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and  council,  to  negotiate  with  them  in  favour  of  certain  pro- 
jects of  the  said  Nabob,  which  had  beeu  reprobated  by  tho 
Company. 

That  "the  aaid  SuUivan  was  soon  after  appointed  back 
again  by  the  said  Warren  Huatiugs  to  the  office  of  resident 
at  the  durbar  of  the  said  Nabob  of  Areot.  That  it  was  a 
liigh  crime  and  misdemeanour  in  the  said  Hastings  to  en- 
courage so  dangerous  an  example  in  the  Companj's  senice, 
and  to  interfere  unneceasarilj  with  the  government  of  Ma- 
dras in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  pecidiarly  ascribed  to 
them  by  the  practice  and  orders  of  the  Company,  for  the 
purpose  of  appointing  to  a  great  and  confidential  situation  a 
man,  who  bad  bo  recently  committed  a  breach  of  trust  to  his 
employers. 

That  the  court  of  directors,  in  their  letter  to  Bengal, 
dated  the  12th  of  July,  1782,  and  received  there  on  the  18th 
of  February,  1783,  did  coTtdemn  and  revoke  the  said  appoint- 
meut.  That  the  eaid  directors,  in  theirs  to  Fort  St.  Greorge, 
dated  the  28th  of  August,  1782,  and  received  there  the  Slat 
of  January,  1783,  did  highly  condemn  the  conduct  of  the 
said  8ullivan  ;  and,  in  order  to  deter  their  servants  from  prac- 
tices of  the  same  kind,  did  dismiss  him  from  their  service. 

That  tlie  said  Hastings,  knowing  that  the  said  Sullivan'* 
appointment  had  been  condemned  and  revoked  by  the  court 
of  directors,  and  pretending  that  on  the  15th  of  March, 
1793.  he  did  not  know  that  the  eaid  Sullivan  was  dismissed 
from  the  Company's  service,  though  that  fact  was  known  at 
Madras  on  the  31st  of  the  preceding  January,  did  recom- 
mend the  said  Sullivan  to  be  ambassador  at  the  court  of 
Nizam  Ally  Cawii,  subahdar  of  the  Deccau,  in  defiance  of 
the  authority  and  orders  of  the  court  of  diiiectora. 

That  even  admitting,  what  is  highly  improbable,  that  the 
dismission  of  the  said  Sullivan  from  the  service  of  the  said 
Company  was  not  known  at  Calcutta  in  forty-three  days 
from  Madras,  the  last- mentioned  nomination  of  the  said  Sul- 
livan was  made  at  least  ia  contempt  of  the  ceusure  already 
expressed  by  the  court  of  directors  at  his  former  appoint- 
ment to  the  durbar  of  the  Nabob  of  Aj'cot,  and  whicti  waa 
certainly  known  to  the  said  Haetings. 
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XIV.    EANNA  OF  GOHTJD, 

That  on  tbe  2nd  of  Decem'ber,  1779,  the  govemor-genend 
and  council  of  Fort  WiUiara,  at  the  special  recommendation 
and  iustance  of  Warren  Hastingfa,  Esquire,  then  povernor^ 
general,  and  contrary  to  tht>  declared  opinion  and  proteat 
of  three  of  the  membera  of  the  council,  (viz,.)  Philip  Francis 
and  Edward  Wlieler,  Esquires,  who  were  present ;  and  of  Sir 
Eyre  Coote,  who  was  absent,  (by  whose  absence  the  casting 
voice  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  prevailed,)  did 
conclude  a  treaty  of  perpetual  friendship  and  alliance,  offen- 
sive and  defensive,  with  a  Hindoo  prince,  called  tbe  Ranna  of 
Gobud,  for  the  express  purpose  of  using  the  forces  of  the  said 
Kauna  in  opposition  to  the  MahrattaB. 

Tliat,  among  other  articles,  it  was  stipulated  with  the  said 
Banna  by  tbe  said  Warren  Hastin^jSj  "  that  whenever  peace 
ebould  be  concluded  between  tbe  Company  and  tbe  Mabratta 
Btate,  the  Maba  Eajnh  should  be  inchided  as  a  party  in  the 
treaty,  which  should  be  made  for  that  purpose  :  and  his  pre- 
sent poBsessions,  together  with  the  Fort  of  Gualior,  which 
of  old  belonged  to  the  family  of  the  Maha  Ttajah,  if  it  should 
be  then  in  his  poasessioQ,  and  such  countries  as  he  should 
have  acquired  in  the  course  of  war,  and  which  it  should  then 
be  Btipuliited  to  leave  In  his  lianda,  should  be  guaranteed  to 
him  by  such  treaty." 

That  in  the  late  war  against  tbe  Mahraltas  the  said  Ran- 
na  of  Gobud  did  actually  join  the  British  army,  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  Muir,  with  two  battailous  of  infantry 
and  1200  cavalry,  aud  did  then  serve  in  person  against  the 
Mahrattas,  thereby  affording  material  assistance,  and  ren- 
dering essential  service  to  the  Company. 

That  in  conformity  to  the  above-mentioned  treaty,  in  thi 
fourth  article  of  tbe  treaty  of  peace,  concluded  on  the  13tl 
of  October,  1781,  between  Colonel  Muir  on  the  part  of  th« 
English  Company,  and  Madmee  Sciudia  the  Mabratta  gene 
ral,  the  said  Ranna  of  Gobud  was  expressly  included. 

That,  notwithstaoding  the  said  express  provision  anij 
ugreemeut,  Madiijee  Sciudia  proceeded  to  attack  tlie  fortu, 
and  lay  waste  the  territories,  of  the  said  Riuiua,  and  did  un- 
dertake and  prosecute  a  war  agamst  biui  for  the  apace  of  tv 
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years ;  in  tlie  course  of  which  the  Ranna  and  hia  family  were 
reduced  to  extreme  distress,  and  in  the  end  he  was  dt-prived 
of  his  forts,  and  the  whole  not  only  of  his  acquired  puitses- 
sions,  but  of  his  original  dominions,  so  specially  guaranteed 
to  him  hy  the  British  govemraeat  in  both  the  above-ineu- 
tioned  treaties. 

That  the  said  "Warren  Hastings  was  duly  and  regularly 
informed  of  the  progress  of  the  war  against  the  Ealiiih,  and 
of  erery  event  thereof;  notwithstanding  which,  he  not  only 
neglected  iu  auy  manner  to  interfere  therein  in  farourof  the 
said  Tlanna,  or  to  use  any  endeavours  to  prevent  the  infrac- 
tion of  the  treaty,  hut  gave  considerable  couuteuauce  and 
eneouragemcDt  to  Madajee  Scindia  in  his  violation  of  it,  both 
by  the  residence  of  the  British  minister  in  the  Mahratta 
camp,  and  by  the  approbation  shown  by  the  said  AVarren 
Hastings  to  the  promises  marie  bj  his  agent  of  observing  the 
strictest  neutrality,  notwithstanding  he  waa  in  justice  bound, 
and  stood  pledged  by  the  most  aolomn  and  sacred  eugage- 
ments,  to  protect  and  preserve  the  said  lianna  from  those 
enemies,  whose  resentment  he  had  provoked  only  by  his  ad- 
herence to  the  interests  of  the  British  nation. 

Tliat  in  the  only  attempt  made  to  sound  the  diapoaitiou  of 
Madajee  Selndia,  relative  to  a  pacification  between  him  and 
the  Ttannn  of  Gohud,  on  the  14th  of  May,  1783,  Mr.  Ander- 
son, in  obedience  to  the  orders  he  had  received,  did  clearly 
and  explicitly  declare  to  Bhow  Buckscy,  the  minister  of 
Madajee  Scindia,  tlie  sentiments  of  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
ings in  the  words  following; — ^"  that  it  was  so  far  from  your 
(the  said  Hastings's)  meaning  to  intercede  in  his  (the  Raid 
Hanna'a)  favour,  tbat  I  only  desired  him  to  sound  Scindia'a 
sentinieuts,  and  in  case  he  was  desirous  of  peace,  to  mention 
what  I  had  said  ;  but  if  he  seemed  to  prefer  carrying  on  the 
war,  I  begged,  that  he  would  not  mention  a  syllable  of  what 
had  passed,  but  let  the  matter  drop  entirely." 

That  it  afterwards  appeared,  in  a  minute  of  the  said  Hast- 
ings in  council  at  Fort  William,  on  the  22nd  of  Septeiriber, 
17S3,  that  be  promised,  at  the  instance  of  a  member  of  the 
council,  to  write  to  Lieutenant  James  Andersoii  iu  favour  of 
the  Banua  of  Oohud,  and  lay  his  letter  before  the  board. 

That  nevertheless  the  said  Hastings,  professing  not  to 
recollect  his  Baid  promiije,  did  neolect  to  write  a  formal  letter 
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$0  Lieutenant  Anderson  in  favour  of  the  said  Ranna  of  Gohvd, 
and  that  the  private  letter,  the  extract  of  wbicb  the  said 
Hustings  did  lay  before  the  board  on  the  21st  of  October, 
1783,  HO  far  from  directing  any  efiectual  interference  in 
favour  of  the  said  Eanna,  or  commanding  his  agent,  the  said 
James  Andersua,  to  interpose  the  medialiou  of  the  British 
government  to  procure  "  honnurahie  terms  "  for  the  said 
E-anna,  or  even  "  safvty  to  his  person  and  famih/,^'  containi 
the  hitterest  invectives  against  bini,  and  is  expressive  of  the 
satisfaction,  which  the  said  Hastings  acknowledgeg  himselt 
to  have  etijoyed  in  the  distreaBes  of  the  said  liaiiua,  the  nlly  , 
of  the  Company.  ^M 

That  the  measures  therein  recommended  appear  rather  ta^l 
have  been  designed  to  satiafy  Madajee  Scuidia,  and  to  justify 
the  conduct  of  the  British  government  iu  not  having  taken  a      , 
more  active  and  a  more  hostile  part  against  the  said  Kannaj^l 
than  an  intercession  on  his  behalf.  ^H 

That  though  no  consideration  of  good  faith,  or  observance 
of  treaties,  coidd  induce  the  said  Haatinga  to  incur  the 
hazard  of  any  hostile  exertion  of  the  British  force  for  the  de- 
fence or  the  relit'f  of  the  allies  of  the  Company,  yet  in  the 
said  private  letter  he  directed,  that,  in  case  his  mediation 
should  be  accoptt^d,  it  should  be  ?nade  a  specijfe  condition, 
that,  if  the  said  Ranna  should  take  adrantage  of  Scindia't 
absence  to  renew  his  hostilities,  tve  ought  in  that  case,  on  requi- 
gitioUf  to  itwfide  the  dominions  of  the  Ranna. 

That  no  beneficial  eft'ects  could  have  been  procured  to  the^ 
8aid  Ranna  by  an  offer  of  mediation  delayed  till  Scindia  noH 
longer  wanted  '^^  our  assistance  to  crush  so  fallen  an  enemy  ;^*^^ 
at  the  same  tiuie  that  no  reason  was  given  to  Scindia  to  ap- 
prehend the  danger  of  drawing  upon  himself  the  resentment 
of  the  British  government  by  a  disregard  of  their  proposal, 
and  the  destruction  of  their  ally.  ^m 

That  it  uas  a  gross  and  scandalous  mockery  in  the  sai<l^| 
Hastings  to  defer  an  application  to  obtain  honourable  tertiis 
for  the  Eflnna,  and  safety  for  his  person  and  family,  till  he 
had  been  deprived  of  his  principal  fort,  in  defence  of  which  hift^l 
uHcle  lost  his  lifc,and  on  the  capture  of  which  hia  wife,  lo  avoid^l 
the  dishonour  consequent  upon  falling  into  the  liands  of  her 
enemies,  had  destroyed  herself  by  an  explosion  of  gunpowder 

That,  however,  it  does  not  appear,  that  anj  ofier  of  medi^ 


A 


AGAUfBT 


39  F«bruu7, 


Dated  Denaivf, 
4th  of  Nor  em- 
ber, 1781. 


tion  ■was  ever  actually  made,  or  any  influence  exerted,  either 
for  the  safety  of  the  Kanna'a  person  antl  family,  or  in  mitiga- 
tion of  the  rigorous  intentions  supposed  by  Lieu- 
tenant Anderson'  to  have  been  eutertaiued 
against  him  by  Madajee  Scindia  after  hia  sur- 
render. 

That  the  said  Hastings,  in  the  instructions 
given  by  him  to  Mr.  Da\dd  Andersoti  for  hia 
conduct  in  negotiating  the  treaty  of  peai^e  with 
the  Mahrattas,  expressed  his  determination  to  desert  the 
Sauna  of  &ohud,  in  the  fuUowiag  words :  "  You  will  of 
course  be  attentive  to  any  engagementa  subsisting  between 
UB  and  other  powers,  in  settling  the  terras  of  peace  and  alli- 
ance with  the  Mahrattas ;  I  except  from  thia  the  Banna  of 
Gohud." — "  Leave  him  to  settle  hia  own  afiairs  with  the 
Mahrattas." 

That  the  said  Anderson  appears  very  asaiduoualy  to  have 
sought  for  grounds  to  justify  the  execntion  of  thia  part  of 
lis  instructions,  to  which,  however,  he  was  at  all  events  ob- 
liged to  conform. 

That  even  after  hia  application  for  that  purpose  to  the 
Mahrattas,  whose  testimony  was  much  to  he  suspected,  because 
it  waa  their  interest  to  accuse,  and  their  determined  object 
to  destroy,  the  said  Eanna,  no  satiafactory  proof  was  obtained 
of  his  defection  from  the  engagements  ne  had  entered  into 
with  the  Company. 

That  moreover,  if  all  the  charges,  which  have  been  pr^ 
tended  against  the  Ranna,  and  have  been  alleged  by  the 
said  Hastings  in  justification  of  hia  conduct,  had  been  well 
founded,  aud  proved  to  be  true,  the  subject-matter  of  those 
accusations,  and  the  proofs,  by  which  they  were  to  be  sup- 
ported, were  known  to  Colonel  Muir  before  the  conclusion  of 
the  treaty  he  entered  into  with  Matlajee  Scindia;  aud  there- 
fore, whatever  suspicions  may  have  been  entertained,  or  what- 
ever degree  of  criminality  may  have  been  proved  against  the 
said  Ranna,  previous  to  the  said  treaty,  from  the  time  he  was 
60  provided  tor  and  included  in  the  said  treaty,  he  was  fullj 
anil  justly  entitled  to  the  security  stipulated  for  him  by  the 
Company,  and  had  a  right  to  demand  and  receive  theproteo 
tton  of  tbe  British  government. 

That  these  coQsideratious  were  urged  by  Mr.  AudemoQ.  to 
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the  said  Warren  HaHtin^s,  iu  his  letter  of  the  24th  of  June, 
1781,  and  were  enforced  by  this  additional  argument, '' that 
in  point  of  policy,  I  believe,  it  ouf^ht  not  to  be  our  msh,  that 
the  Mahrattaa  aliould  ever  recover  the  fortress  of  G-ualior;,, 
it  forma  an  important  barrier  to  our  own  posaessions.     lat 
hands  of  the  Kanua  it  eau  be  of  no  prejudice  to  us  ;  andnol 
witbstandinir  the  pivsent  prospect  of  a  permanent  peace  bi 
twiit  us  and  tlie  Mahrattaa,  it  eeema  highly  expedient,  tl 
there  should  always  remain  some  strong  barrier  to  sepanite  ui 
on  this  side  of  India,  from  that  warlike  and  powerful  nation." 

That  the  said  Warren  Haatinf!;3  was  highly  culpable  in 
abandoning  the  said  Hanna  to  the  fury  of  his  enemies,  there- 
by forefeiting  the  honour,  and  iiijuriug  the  credit,  of  the 
British  nation  in  India,  notwithstjuiding  the  said  H»»tin 
waa  fully  convinced,  and  had  professed,  "  that  the  most  sa^ 
observance  of  treaties,  justice,  and  good  faitli,  were  necessary' 
to  the  exiateticB  of  the  national  interests  in  that  country,"— 
And  thougli  the  said  Hnsting'S  haa  coiirplaiued  of  the  insuffi- 
ciency of  the  laws  of  this  kingdom  to  enforce  this  doctrine 
"  by  the  punishment  of  persons  in  the  possession  of  powet^^f 
who  may  be  impelled  by  the  provocation  of  ambition,  avaricej^ 
or  vengeance,  strouger  tliau  the  restrictions  of  integrity  and 
honour,  to  the  violation  of  this  just  and  wise  maxim." 

That  the  said  Hastings,  in  thus  departing  from  these  his 
own  principles,  with  a  full  and  juat  sense  of  the  guilt  hi 
would   thereby  incur,  and  in   BaeriRcing   the  allies  of  t 
country  "  to  the  provocations  of  amhUion,  avarice,  or  ven_ 
ance"  in  violation  of  the  national  faith  and  justice,  did  com" 
mit  a  gross  and  wilful  breach  of  his  duty,  and  was  there' 
guilty  of  a  high  crime  and  misdemeaaour. 


XV.   REVENUES. 

PART  I. 

That  the  property  of  the  lands  of  Bengal  is,  according  to 
the  laws  and  cuHtotns  of  that  country,  an  inheritable  pro- 
perty, and  that  it  ia,  with  few  exceptions,  vested  in  certain 
Dativea,  called  zemindars,  or  hmdholders,  under  whom  oth« 
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natives,  eiilled  talookdare  and  rvots,  hold  certain  subor- 
dinate rights  of  property,  or  occupancy,  in  the  said  lands : — 
that  the  said  natives  are  HuidooSj  and  that  their  rightM 
and  privileges  are  grounded  tipon  the  possesion  of  regular 
grants,  a  long  series  of  family  succession,  and  fair  purchase: 
—that  it  appears,  tbat  Bengal  has  heen  under  the  dominion 
of  the  Mogul,  and  subject  to  a  Mahoniednn  government,  for 
above  two  hundred  years :— that,  while  the  Mogid  govern- 
ment was  in  its  vigour,  the  property  of  zemindars  was  held 
sacred;  and  that  either  hj  voluntary  grant  from  the  said 
Mogul,  or  by  composition  with  him,  the  native  Hindoos 
were  left  in  the  free,  quiet,  imd  undisturbed  poaBesaioa  of 
their  lands,  on  the  single  condition  of  paying  ahxed,  certain, 
and  unaUerahle  revenue,  or  quit-rent,  to  the  IMogul  goveni- 
meut : — that  thia  revenue,  or  quit-rent,  was  failed  the  Ausstt 
Jumma,  or  original  groimd-rent,  of  the  provinces,  and  was  not 
increased  from  the  time  when  it  was  firBt  settled  in  1573  to 
1740,  when  the  regular  and  effective  Mogul  government 
ended : — that,  from  that  time  to  1765,  invasions,  usurpa- 
tions, and  various  revolutions  took  place  iu  the  govermneut 
of  Bengal,  in  consequence  of  which  the  country  was  con- 
siderably reduced  and  impuveriahed,  when  the  East-India 
Company  received  from  the  present  Mogul  emperor,  Shi 
Alum,  a  grant  of  the  dewanny,  or  collection  of  the  revenues : 
— that  about  the  year  1770  the  provincea  of  Bengal  and 
Bahar  were  visited  with  a  dreadful  famine  and  mortality,  by 
which  at  least  one-third  of  the  inhabitants  perished : — that 
Warren  Hastinga,  Esquire,  has  declared,  "that  he  had  al- 
ways heard  the  loss  of  inhabitants  reckoned  at  a  third,  and 
in  many  places  near  ouc-half,  of  the  whole ;  and  that  he 
knew  not  by  what  means  such  a  lose  cordd  be  recruited  in 
four  or  five  yeara,  and  believed  it  impossible."  That  never- 
theless the  revenue  was  molenfh/  kepi  tip  to  its  former  stand- 
ard, that  is,  in  the  two  years  immediately  precediug  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  said  WaiTcu  Hastings  to  the  government 
of  Fort  William ;  in  consequence  of  which  the  remaining 
two-thirds  of  the  inhabitants  were  obliged  to  pat/ for  the  lands 
now  left  without  cultivation  ;  and  that  from  the  year  1770  tn 
the  year  1775  the  country  had  languished,  and  ike  evil  con- 
tinued enhancing  every  day ; — that  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
in  a  letter  to  the  secret  conunitee  of  the  couii  of  directors^ 
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dated  lat  September,  1772,  declared,  "that  tb 
Buffered  unteard-of  depopulation  by  the  famine  ai 
of  17G9  ; — that  the  collections  violently  kept  up  to  their  former 
standard,  had  added  to  the  distreas  of  the  coiintrj',  and 
threatened  a  general  decay  of  the  revenue,  unless  immediate 
remedies  were  applied  to  prevent  it."  That  the  said  "VSTap- 
ren  Haatiuga  has  declared,  "  that,  by  intrusting  the  collec- 
tions to  the  hereditary  zemindars,  the  people  would  be 
treated  with  more  tenderness,  the  rents  more  improved,  aad 
cultivation  more  likely  to  be  eucoiu-aged;  that  they  have  a 
perpetual  interest  in  the  country  ;  tbat  their  inheritance  can- 
not be  removed ;  that  they  are  the  proprietors ;  that  the 
lands  are  their  estates,  and  their  iuheritiiuco ;  that,  from  a 
long  continuance  of  the  lands  in  their  familiea,  it  is  to  be 
concluded  they  have  riveted  an  authority  in  the  district,  ac- 
quired an  a^cendeiii-y  over  the  minds  of  the  ryots,  and  ingra- 
tiated their  affections.  That,  from  continuing  the  lands 
under  the  management  of  those,  who  have  a  natural  and  per- 
petual interest  in  their  proaperity,  solid  advantages  might  be 
expected  to  accrue  :  that  the  zemindar  would  be  lesa  hable 
to  failure  or  deficiencies  than  the  farmer,  from  the  perpetual 
intereat  which  the  former  hath  in  the  country,  and  because 
hia  inheritance  cannot  be  removed ;  and  it  would  he  impro- 
bable, that  he  ahoidd  risk  the  loaa  of  it  by  eloping  from  hi» 
district,  which  is  too  frequently  practised  by  a  farmer  when 
he  is  hard  pressed  for  the  payment  of  his  balances,  and  as 
frequently  predetermined  when  he  receives  his  farm :" — that 
notwithstanding  all  the  preceding  declarationa  made  by  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  of  the  loss  of  one-third  of  the  in- 
habitants, and  general  decline  of  the  country,  he  did,  imme- 
diately after  hia  ap]>ointment  to  the  government,  in  the  year 
1772,  make  an  arbitrary  settlement  of  the  revenues  for  five 
years,  at  a  higher  rate  than  had  ever  been  received  before, 
and  with  a  progressive  and  accumulatin^j  increase  on  each  of 
the  four  last  years  of  tbe  said  settlement. 

That  notwithstanding  the  right  of  property  and  inherit* 
ance,  repeatedly  acknowledged  by  the  said  Warren  Haatingi 
to  be  in  the  zemindars,  and  other  native  landholders ;  and 
notwithstanding  ho  had  declared,  "that  the  security  of  pri- 
Tate  property  is  the  greatest  encouragement  to  industry,  on 
which  the  wealth  of  every  state  depends  ;'*  tb*  said  Warren 
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HastiDgs*,  nevertheleas,  in  direct  violation  of  tbose  acknow- 
ledged rig;hts  and  principles,  did  universally  let  the  lands  of 
Bengal  in  farm  for  five  years;  thereby  destrovinfT  all  the 
rights  of  private  propert}'  of  the  zemindars ;  thereby  deliver- 
ing the  management  of  their  estates  to  farmers,  and  trans- 
ferring by  a  most  arbitrary  and  unjust  act  of  power  the  whcle 
landed  property  of  Bengal  from  the  owners  to  strangers : — 
that,  to  accomplish  thia  iniquitous  purpose,  he,  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  did  put  the  lands  ot  Bengal  up  to  a  pre- 
tended public  auction,  and  invited  nil  persons  to  make  pro- 
posals for  farming  the  same,  thereby  encouraging  strangers 
to  hid  against  the  proprietors  ;  in  consequence  of  which  not 
only  the  said  proprietors  were  ousted  of  the  possession  and 
management  of  their  estates,  but  a  great  part  of  the  landa 
fell  into  the  hands  of  tlie  banyans,  or  principal  black  serr- 
anta  of  British  Buhjects,  connected  with  and  protected  by 
the  government :  and  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings  him- 
self has  since  declared,  that  bi/  this  wot/  (he  lands  Rf^n,,^  c^n 
too  generally  fell  into  the  hands  of  desperate  or  buU.  2stli  Jnn. 
knavish  adventurers: — that,  before  the  measure  '  ^' 
hereinbefore  described  was  carried  into  execution,  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  did  establish  certain  fundameutal  regu- 
lations in  council,  to  be  observed  in  executing  Revenue 
the  same  : — that  among  these  rogulationa  it  waa  ho&tn,  nth 
specially  and  strictly  ordered,  that  no  farm  should  ^^' 
exceed  the  annual  amount  of  one  lack  of  rupees ;  and  "  that 
no  peshcar,  banyan,  or  other  gicrvant,  of  whatever  denomina- 
tion, of  the  collector,  or  relation  or  dependent  of  any  such 
servant,  should  be  allowed  to  farm  lauds,  nor  directly  or  in- 
directly to  hold  a  concern  in  any  farm,  nor  to  be  security 
for  any  farmer:" — that,  in  direct  violation  of  these  his  own 
regulations,  and  in  breach  of  the  public  trust  reposed  in  him, 
and  sufficiently  declared  by  the  manifest  duty  of  his  station, 
if  it  had  not  been  expressed  and  enforced  by  any  positive  in- 
stitution, he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  did  permit  and  sufi'er 
his  own  banyan,  or  principal  black  steward,  named  Cantoo 
Baboo,  to  hold  farms  in  dift'erent  pergunnas,  or  districtB,  or  to 
be  security  for  farms,  to  the  amount  of  thirteen  lacks  of  ru- 
pees [£130,000,  or  upwards]  per  annum;  aud  that,  after  en- 
joying the  whole  of  those  farms  for  two  years,  he  was  permit- 
ted by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  relinquish  two  of  them  i^— 
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that  on  the  auhject  of  the  farms  held  by  Cantoo  Baboo,  the  said 
Warren  Haatinfjs  made  the  foUowing  declaration :  "  Many 
of  his  farms  were  taken  'without  my  knowledge, 
wun'ofd?-"'"  and  almost  au  against  my  advice.  I  had  no 
rectora,  zsth      riirht  to  UBC  compulBion,  or  authority  j  nor  could 

March,  1775.        ,         ii.    ■      x-  «    j      U'        i  1.      ^ 

1  With  juatice  exclude  him,  because  be  was  my 
servant,  from  a  liberty  allowed  to  all  other  persons  in  the 
country. — The  farma,  which  he  quitted,  he  quitted  by  my 
advice,  because  I  thought,  that  he  might  eugage  hiniselt'  be- 
yond hia  abilities,  and  be  involved  iu  disputes,  which  I  did 
not  choose  to  have  como  before  me  as  judge  of  them."— 
That  the  said  declaration  contains  sundry  false  and  contra- 
dictory assertions : — that,  if  almost  all  the  said  ferms  were 
taken  against  hia  advice,  it  cannot  be  true,  that  many  of 
them  were  taken  without  bia  knowledge : — that,  whether 
Cautoo  Baboo  hud  been  his  servant  or  not,  the  said  Warr^jj^l 
Hastings  was  bound  by  bis  own  regulations  to  prevent  hu^| 
holding  any  farms  to  a  greater  amount  than  one  lack  of  ru- 
pees ]>t'r  annum  ;  and  that  the  said  Cantoo  Baboo,  being  the 
servant  of  the  governor-general,  waa  eicluded  by  the  a  " 
regulations  from  holding  any  farms  whatever : — that  if 
the  directora  observe)  it  was  thought  dangerous  to  permit 
the  banyan  of  a  collector  to  be  concerned  in  fiuins,  the  same 
or  stronger  objections  would  always  lie  against  the  governor's 
banyan  being  bo  concerned: — that  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
had  a  right,  and  waa  bound  by  hia  duty,  to  prevent  his  serv- 
ant from  holding  the  same  : — that,  in  advising  the  said  Can- 
too  Baboo  to  relinquish  some  of  the  said  farms,  for  which  he 
was  actually  engaged,  he  has  acknowledged  an  influence 
over  his  servant,  and  baa  used  that  influence  for  a  purpose 
inconsistent  with  his  duty  to  the  India  Company,  namely, 
to  deprive  them  of  the  security  of  the  said  Cautoo  Baboo's 
engagement  for  farma,  which  on  trial  he  had  found  not  bene- 
ficial, or  not  likely  to  continue  beneficial,  to  himself;  and 
that  if  it  was  improper  that  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
should  be  the  judge  of  any  dispates,  iu  which  bis  sen'ant  might 
be  JTiTolvcd  on  account  of  his  farms,  that  reason  ought  to  hav*) 
obliged  him  to  prevent  his  servant  from  being  engaged  in 
any  farms  whatever,  or  to  have  adviacd  his  said  servant  to  re- 
linijuish  the  remainder  of  hia  farms,  as  weli  as  those  which 
the  said  Warren  IlaBtings  aJErms  he  ^mtfeed  by  hia  advice  v 
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that  on  tlie  subject  of  the  said  charge,  the  court  of  directors  of 
the  East- India  Company  have  come  to  the  folloiving  resolu- 
tions :  "  JResolvedf  that  it  appears  that  the  conduct  of  the  late 
president  and  council  of  Fort  William  in  Ben|E;al,  in  suffer- 
ing Cautoo  Baboo,  the  present  govern or-general's  banyan,  to 
hold  farms  in  different  pergunnas  to  a  large  amount,  or  to  be 
security  for  such  fnrms,  contrary  to  the  tenor  and  spirit  of 
the  17th  regulation  of  the  committee  of  revenue  at  Port 
WUIiani,  of  the  14th  May,  1772,  aud  afterwarda  relinquish- 
ing that  security  without  satisfaction  made  to  the  Company, 
was  highly  improper,  and  has  been  attended  with  consider- 
able loss  to  tlie  Company  :" — -and  tiiat,  in  the  whole  of  tliis 
transaction,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  has  been  guilty  of 
gross  collusion  with  his  een'ant,  aud  manifest  breach  of  trust 
to  his  employers : — that,  whereas  it  was  acknowledged  by  the 
said  WatTen  Ilastiugs,  that  tlie  country,  in  the  years  1770 
and  1771,  had  sufi'ered  great  depupulation  and  decay ; — and, 
that  the  cullectioua  of  those  years,  having  been  violently  kept 
up  to  their  fornier  standard,  had  added  to  the  distress  of  tuo 
coixntry, — the  settlement  of  the  revenuea  made  by  him  for 
five  years,  commencing  the  1st  of  May,  1772,  instead  of 
offering  any  abatement  or  relief  to  the  inhabitants,  who  had 
survived  the  famine,  held  out  to  the  East-India  Company  a 
promise  of  great  increase  of  revenue,  to  be  exacted  from  the 
country  by  the  means  hereinbefore  described: — that  this 
settlement  was  not  realized,  but  fell  considerably  short,  even 
in  the  first  of  the  five  years,  when  the  demand  was  the  light- 
est ;  and  that,  ou  the  wliolo  of  the  five  years,  the  real  collec- 
tions fell  short  of  the  settlement  to  the  enormous  amount  of 
two  millions  and  a  half  sterling  and  upwards; — that  such  a 
settlement,  if  it  had  been,  or  could  have  been,  rigorously  ex- 
acted from  a  country  already  so  distressed,  and  irom  a  popu- 
lation so  impaired,  that  in  the  belief  of  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  it  was  impossible  such  loss  could  be  recruited  in 
four  or  five  years,  woidd  have  been  in  fact,  what  it  appeared 
to  be  in  form,  an  act  of  the  most  cruel  and  tyrannical  op- 
pression; but  that  the  real  use  made  of  that  unjust  demand 
upon  the  natives  of  Bengal  was,  to  oblige  them  to  compound 
privately  witii  the  persons,  who  formed  the  settlement,  and 
who  threatened  to  enforce  it : — that  the  enormous  balances 
and  remissions  on  that  settlement  arose  &om  a  general  col* 
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lusion  between  tlie  fanners  Rud  collectors,  and  from  a  geuera. 
peculntiou  amd  eiiibezzleineut  of  the  revenues,  by  which  the 
East-India  Company  was  grossly  imposed  on,  in  the  first  in- 
Btaaice,  by  a  promised  increase  of  revenue ;  and  defrauded,  in 
the  second,  not  only  by  the  failure  of  that  increase,  but  by 
the  revenues  falling  siiortof  what  they  were  in  the  two  years 
preceding  the  tsaid  settlement  to  a  great  amount. — That  the 
said  ^Varren  Hasting&,  being  then  at  the  head  of  the  govern- 
ment of  Bengal,  waa  a  party  to  all  the  said  impoeition,  fraud, 
peculation,  and  embezzlement,  and  is  principally  and  Bpeeialll^B 
answerable  for  the  same  ;  and  that  whereas  sundry  proofs  ai^| 
the  said  peculation  and  embezKlement  were  brought  before 
the  court  of  dire ctors,  the  said  directors  (in  a  letter  dated  4th 
of  March,  1778,  and  signed  by  "William  Devayues  and  Na- 
thaniel Smith,  Esquires,  now  chairman  and  deputy^  chairman 
of  the  said  court,  uud  members  of  this  House)  did  declare, 
that,  "although  it  waa  rather  their  wish  to  prevent  future 
evils,  than  to  enter  into  a  severe  retrospection  of  past  abusei 
yet,  as  in  enme  of  the  eases  then  before  thera  they  couceiv 
there  had  hec'iijlac/rani  corruption^  and  in  others  great  op 
prt^ssions  committed  on  the  native  inhabitants,  they  thought 
it  unjust  to  sutler  the  delinquents  to  pass  wholly  nnjmnis^ 
ed  ;  and  therefore  they  directed  the  governor-general  aa 
council  forthwith  to  commence  a  prosecution  against  the 
persons,  who  composed  the  committee  of  circuit,  aud  their 
representatives,  and  against  all  other  proper  parties ;" — hut 
that  the  prosecutions,  so  ordered  by  the  coinrt  of  directors  in 
the  year  1778,  have  never  been  brought  to  trial ;  and  that 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  on  the  23rd  of  December, 
1783,  propose  and  carry  it  in  council,  tkat  orders  should  he 
given  for  wUhdrairing  the  said  prosecutions  ;  declaring,  that 
he  was  clearly  of  opiuion,  that  there  was  no  ground  to  main- 
tain them,  and  that  ifief/  loould  onh/  be  productive  of  expenu 
to  the  Company,  aud  unmerited  vexation  to  the  parties. 
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That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  has,  on  sundry  occasioni, 
declaimed  his  deliberate  opinion  generally  against  all  innova- 
tiou^j  and  particuhirly  m  the  collection  and  management 
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of  the  revenues  of  Bengal ;  that  "  he  was  well 
aware  of  tlie  expense  aiid  ineonvenience,  which   l^^^^  o"ct'.  1774! 
ever  attends  innovations  of  all  kinds   on   their 
first   institution.  —  That  iimovations  are   always   attended 
with  difiicultics  and  inconveniencies,  aud  Lmova- 
tions  in  the  revenue  with  a  suspension  of  the 
collections:- — that  the  continual   variationa  in 
the  mode  of  collecting  the  revenue,  and  the  continual  usurp- 
ation of  the  rights  of  the  people,  have  fixed  in  the  minds  of 
the  ryota  a  rooted  distrust  of  the  orcliininces  of  government." 
— that  the  court  of  diret'tors  have  repeatedly  de- 
clared their  appreheusiona,  "  that  a  sudden  transi-  J'J  JuUj'im. 
tion  from  one  mode  to  another,  in  the  investiga- 
tion and  coUection  of  their  revenue,  might  hav^e  alarmed  the 
ihhabitanta,  lessened  their  confidence  in  the  Company's  pro- 
ceedings, and  been  attended  with  other  evils:" — that  the 
said  "VVurren  HaatingB,  immediately  after  hia  appointment  to 
the  government  of  Fort  William  in  April,  1772,  did  aholiah  the 
office  of  naib  duan,  or  native  collector  of  the  revenues,  then 
existing  : — that  he  did  at  the  same  time  appoint  a  committee 
of  the  board  to  go  on  a  circuit  through  the  provinces,  and  to 
form  a  settlement  of  the  revenues  for  five  yeara : — that  he 
did  then  appoint  sundry  of  the  Company's  servants  to  have 
the  management  of  the  collections,  viz.  one  in  e-ach  diatrict, 
under  the  title  of  collector  :■ — that  he  did  then  abolish  the 
general  board  of  revenue  or  couacil  at  Muxada-   ,  .  „      ,.,, 
vad  for  the  following  reasons :  "  that  while  the 
controlling  and  executive  part  of  the  revenue,  and  the  cor- 
respondence with  the  collectors,  was  carried  on  by  a  council 
at  Mvixadavad,  the  membera  of  the  administration  at  Cal- 
cutta had  no  ojiportunity  of  acquiring  tliat  thorough  and  com- 
prehensive knowledge,  whicli  could  only  result  from  practical 
experience :  that  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  which 
established  a  new  system,  which  enjoined  many  new  regula- 
tions and  inquiries,  could  not  properly  be  delegated  to  a 
subordinate  council ;    and  it  became  absolutely  necessary, 
that  the  busineea  of  the  revenue  should  be  conducted  under 
the  immediate  observation  mid  direction  of  the  board:  " — that^ 
in  November,  1773,  the  said  Warren  Haatings  abolished  the 
office  of  collector,  and  transferred  the  collection  and  manage- 
ment of  the  revenues  to  several  councils  of  revenue,  com- 
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monly  called  promncial  councils: — that  on  the  24th  of  Oct* 
ber,  1774,  Iho  ssiiJ   Warreu  llastiuga   earneMbf  offend  Ait 
advice  (to  the  governor-general  and  council  then  newlv  ap 
pointed  bv  act  of  parliament)  ^or  the  continuation  of'  themU 
si/stem  of  provincial  councils  in  all  its  parts  : — that  the  said 
Warreu  ILiistiuga  did,  on  the  22ad  of  April,  1775,  transmit 
to  the  (iirectora  a  formal  plan  for  tho  future  settlement  of 
the  revenues,  and  did  therein  declare,  that,  "  \vith  respect  1o 
the  mode  of  managing  tho  cuUectiou  of  the  revenue,  and  the 
adtniulHtration  of  justice,  none  occurred  to  him  bo  good  as 
the  system,  which  was  already  established,  of  proviiidal 
councils:" — that  on  the  ISth  of  January,  1776,  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  did  transmit  to  tlie  court  of  directors  a 
plan  for  the  better  administration  of  justice:  that  iu  this 
plan  the  eBtablishment  of  the  said  provincial  councils  wis 
Bpecially  provided  for,  and  contirmed ;    and  that  Warrea 
Hastings  did  recommend  it  to  the  directors  to  obtain  ihe 
sanction  of  parliament /or  a  confirmation  of  the  said  plan  .•— 
that  on  the  30th  of  April,  177(J,  the  said  Warreu  Hastings 
did  transmit  to  tho  court  of  directors  the  draught  or  scheme 
of  an  act  of  parliament  for  the  better  administration  of  jus- 
tice in  the  provinces,  in  ■vvbich  the  said  establishment  of  pro- 
vincial councils  is  again  specially  included,  and  special  juria- 
diction  assigned  to  the  said  councUs.     That  the  court  of 
dircotorSj  in  a  letter  dated  Sth  of  February,  1777,  did  give 
the  following  instruction  to  the  governor-general  and  council, 
a  majority  of  whom,  viz.  Sir  John  Clavering,  Colonel  Monson, 
and  Mr.  Francis,  had  disapproved  of  tho  plan  of  provincial 
councils. — "  If  you  are  fully  convinced,  that  the  establish- 
raent  of  provincial  conncila  has  not  answered,  nor  is  not 
culpable  of  answering,  the  purposes  intended  by  such  insti- 
tutions, we  hereby  direct  you  to  form  a  new  plan  for  the 
collection  of  the  revenues,  and  to  transmit  the  same  to  m 
for  our  co?isiderafion.'^' — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in 
contradiction  to  hia  own  sontimenta  repeatedly  dechiretl,  and 
to  h.is  ovra  advice  repeatedly  and  deliberately  g^ven,  and  ia 
defiance  of  the  orders  of  tho  directors,  to  whom,  he  trans- 
mitted no  previous  commuuiciitioa  what<?ver  of  hia  inten- 
tion to  abolish  the  said  provincial  councils,  did,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year  1781,  again  change  the  whole  system  oi 
the  coUectiona  of  the  public  revenue  of  Bengal,  aa  aiso  the 
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Iminiflfcration  of  civil  nnd  criminal  justice  tliroixgliout  the 
roviiicea.  —  Tbat  the  said  Warreu  Hastings,  iu  a  letter 
ited  5th  of  Maj,  17S1,  advisint,'  the  court  of  directors  of 
be  said  changes,  has  faboly  altirmed,  "  that  the  plan  of 
iperiatending  and  collecting  the  public  revenue  of  the 
ttroviiicea  tlirough  the  agency  of  proiiucial  councils,  had 
een  instituted  for  the  temporary  and  declared  purpose  of 
introduetug  auother  more  permanent  mode  by  an  easy  and 
gradual  change  :"• — that,  on  the  contrary,  the  said  Warren 
Haatinga,  from  the  yeai"  1773  to  the  year  1781,  has  con- 
stantly and  uniformly  insisted  on  the  wisdom  of  that  institu- 
tion, and  on  the  necessity  of  never  departing  from  it : — that 
he  has  in  that  time  repeatedly  advised,  that  the  said  institu- 
tion should  be  confinued  m  perpetuity  by  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment: — that  the  said  total  dissolution  of  the  provincial 
councils  was  not  introduced  by  any  easy  and  gradual  change, 
nor  bj'  any  gradations  -whatever ;  but  was  sudden  and  un- 
prepared, and  instantly  accomplished  by  a  single  act  of 
power :  and  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  the  place  of 
the  said  councils,  has  substituted  a  committee  of  revenue, 
consisting  of  four  covenanted  servants,  on  principles  opposite 
to  those,  which  he  had  himself  professed ;  and  with  exclusive 
powers,  tending  to  deprive  the  membera  of  the  supreme 
council  of  a  due  knowledge  of,  and  inspection  into,  the  man- 
agement of  the  territorial  revenuoa,  specially  and  unalicn* 
ably  vested  by  the  legislature  in  the  governor-general  and 
council,  and  to  vest  the  aame  solely  and  entirely  in  the  said 
"Warren  Hastings.— That  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  eaid 
Warren  Hastings  for  constituting  the  said  committee  of 
revenue  are  incompatible  with  those,  which  he  professed 
when  he  abolished  the  subordinate  coiuicil  of  revenue  at 
Muxadavad  : — tbat  he  has  invested  the  said  committee,  in 
the  fullest  manner,  with  all  the  powers  and  avthority  of  the 
governor-general  and  council:' — ^that  he  has  thereby  contracted 
the  whole  power  and  office  of  the  provincial  councils  into  a 
small  compass,  and  vested  the  same  in  four  persons  appointed 
by  himself  ;^ — that  he  has  thereby  taken  the  general  trans- 
action and  cognizance  of  revenue  business  out  of  the  supreme 
council : — that  the  said  committee  are  empowered  to  conduct 
the  current  business  of  the  revenue  department  without 
reference  to  the  supreme  council,  and  only  report  to  the  board 
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sicch  extrttordinary  occurrences,  claims,  and  proposals,  as  tnaj 
require  t/ie  special  orders  of  the  board: — that  even  the  instru(> 
tion  to  report  to  ihe  board,  in  extraordinary  cases,  is  nu- 
gatory and  InllaciouB,  being  accompanied  with  limitations, 
wliicli  make  it  impossible  for  theBaid  board  to  decide  on  any 
quBiitions  whatsoever;  since  it  is  expressly  provided  by  the 
said  Warren  Hastinga,  that,  if  the  members  of  the  committee 
differ  in  opinion,  it  is  not  expected,  that  every  dissentient 
opinion  should  he  recorded;  consequently  the  supreme 
council,  on  any  reference  to  their  board,  can  see  nothing  but 
the  resolutions  or  reasoua  of  the  majority  of  the  committee, 
without  the  arguments,  on  which  the  diasentient  opinions 
might  be  founded ;  and  since  it  ia  also  expressly  provided  by 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  that  the  determination  of  the  major- 
ity of  the  committee  should  not  therefore  be  stayed  unless  it 
should  be  so  agreed  by  the  majority ;  that  is,  that  notwithstand- 
ing the  reference  to  the  supreme  council,  the  measure  shall  be 
executed  without  waiting  for  their  decision.  That  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  has  delivered  his  opinion,  with  many  ar- 
guments to  support  the  same,  in  favour  of  long  leases  of  the 
Innda,  in  pretercnco  to  annual  settlements;  that  he  has 
particulai;y  deolired,  "  that  the  farmer,  who  holds  his  farm 
tor  OTie  year  only,  having  no  interest  in  the  next,  takes  what 
he  can  with  the  hand  of  rigour,  which,  even  in  the  execution 
of  legal  cluiraa,  is  often  equivalent  to  violence.  He  is  under 
tho  necesaity  of  being  rigid,  and  even  cruel;  for  what  is  left 
in  arrear  after  the  expiration  of  hia  power,  is  at  best  a  doubt- 
ful debt,  if  ever  recoverable.  He  will  be  tempted  to  exceed 
the  bounds  of  right,  and  to  augment  his  income  by  irregular 
exactions,  and  by  racking  the  tenants,  for  which  pretences 
wU  not  be  wanting  where  the  farms  pass  annually  from  one 
hand  to  another.  That  the  diacouragements,  wliich  the 
tenants  feel  from  being  tranaferred  every  year  to  new  land- 
lords, are  a  great  objection  to  sueh  short  leases  ;  that  they 
contribute  to  injure  the  cultivation,  and  dispeople  the  lands. 
That,  on  tho  contrary,  from  loug  forma  the  farmer  acquires 
n.  permanent  interest  in  his  lands :  he  will,  for  hia  own  sake, 
lay  out  money  in  assisting  his  tenants  in  improving  lands 
already  cultivated,  and  in  clearing  and  cultivating  waste 
lands."  That  nevertheless  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  having 
left  it  to  the  discretion  of  the  committee  of  revenue,  ap» 
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pointed  by  him  in  17S1,  to  fix  tlie  time,  for  wliicli  the  ensu- 
ing settlement  should  be  made :  and  the  said  committee  having 
declared,  tb.at,  with  respect  to  the  period  of  the  leases  m  general, 
\t  appeared  to  the  committee,  that  to  iimif  them  to  one  year  trmdd 
he  tlie  best  period,  be,  the  said  Wurreu  llastiiiffs,  approved  of 
that  limitation,  in  manifest  contradietion  to  all  his  own  argu- 
ments, professions,  and  declarations,  concerning  the  fatal  con- 
sequences of  annual  leases  of  the  lands  :< — that,  in  so  doing, 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  not  hold  himself  bound  or  re- 
Btrained  by  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  but  acted 
upon  hie  own  discretion ;  aud  that  he  has,  for  partial  and 
interested  purposes,  exercised  that  discretion  in  particular 
instances  against  his  own  general  settlement  for  one  year, 
by  granting  perpetual  leases  of  farms  and  zcmindaries  to 
persons  specially  favoured  by  him  ;  and  particularly  by  graut- 
inff  a  perpetual  lease  of  the  zeniindary  of  Euhurbuiid  to  his 
servant  Cantoo  Baboo  on  very  low  terms  : — that,  in  all  the 
preceding  transactions,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  act 
contrary  to  his  duty,  as  governor  of  Fort  AVilJiam,  crmtrary 
to  the  orders  of  his  emjdoyers,  and  contrary  to  his  own  de- 
clared sense  of  expediency,  consistency,  and  justice ;  and 
thereby  did  harass  and  afllict  the  inhabitants  of  the  provinces 
with  perpetual  chauges  iu  the  system  and  execution  of  the 
government  placed  over  them,  aud  with  eoutluued  iunovn- 
tiona  and  exactions  against  tlie  rights  of  the  said  inhabit- 
ants ;  thereby  destroying  all  security  to  private  property, 
and  all  conficlence  in  the  good  faith,  principles,  and  justice 
of  the  British  government ;  and  that  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
ings, Iiaving  substituted  his  own  instruments  to  be  the 
managers  and  collectors  of  the  public  revenue,  in  the  man- 
ner hereinbefore  mentioned,  did  act  in  manifest  breach  and 
defiance  of  an  act  of  the  13th  of  his  present  Majesty,  by 
which  the  ordering  and  vmnagement  and  government  of  all 
the  territorial  revenues  in  the  kingdoms  of  Bengal.,  Bnhar, 
and  Orissa,  were  vested  in  the  governor-general  and  council, 
without  any  power  of  delegating  the  said  trust  and  duty  to 
any  other  persons ;  and  that  hj  such  unlawful  delegation  of 
the  powers  of  the  council  to  a  subordinate  board  appointed 
by  himself,  be,  the  said  Wnrren  Hastings,  did  in  effect  unite 
and  vest  in  his  own  person  the  ordering,  government,  and 
nmoiigement  of  all  the  said  territorial  revenues  : — aud  that, 
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for  the  said  illegal  act,  be,  the  Baid  "Warren  Hastings,  ii 
Bolely  onawerabLe,  the  same  having  been  proposed  and  resolved 
in  council,  wlien  the  govemor-geaeral  and  council  consisted 
bul  of  two  persona  present ;   namely,  the  said  Warren  QmU 
ingB,  and  tlic  late  Edward  Wheler,  Esquire ;  and  when  con- 
Bequently  the  governor-general,  by  virtue  of  the  casting  voitie, 
possessed  the  whole  power  of  the  government. — That  in  all 
the  changes  and  innovations  hereinbefore  described,  the  pre- 
tence used  by  the  said  Warren  liastinga  to  recommend  and 
justify  the  eame  to  the  court  of  directors  has  been,  that  such 
changes  and  innovations  would  be  attended  with  increase  of 
revenue,  or  diminution  of  expense  to  the  East-India   Com- 
pany : — that  Buch  pretence,  ii'  true,  would  not  have  been  a 
justification  of  such  acta  ;  but  that  such  pretence  is  false  and 
grouudletjs. — -That,  during  the  administration    of  the  said 
Warren  Hasting,  the  territorial  revenues  have  declined  ;  that 
the  charges  of  collecting  the  same  have  greatly  increased ; 
and  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  by  his  neglect,  niis- 
manngement,  and  by  a   direct  and  intended  waste  of  the 
Company's  property,  is  chargeable  with,  and  answerable  for, 
all  the  said  decline  of  revenue,  and  all  the  said  increase  of 
expense. 


XTI.    MISDEMEAKOUES  IN  OtJDE. 


That  the  province  of  Oude  and  its  dependencies  were^ 
before  their  connexion  mth  and  subordination  to  the  Com- 
pany, in  a  flonrieliing  condition  with  regard  to  culture,  com- 
merce, and  population,  and  their  rulers  and  principal  nobility 
maintained  themselves  in  a  state  of  affluence  and  splendour ; 
but  very  shortly  after  the  period  aforesaid,  the  prosperity 
both  of  the  country  and  its  chiefs  began  sensibly  and  rapidly 
to  decline ;  insomuch  that  the  revenue  of  the  said  province, 
■which  on  the  lowest  estimation  had  been  found,  in  the  com- 
mencement of  the  British  iufluence,  at  upwards  of  three 
millions  sterling  annually,  (and  that  ample  revenue  raised 
without  detriment  to  the  country,)  did  not,  in  the  year  1779, 
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exceed  the  Bum  of  £1,500,000,  and  in  tbe  subsequent  years 
did  fall  much  short  of  that  sum,  although  tlie  rents  were 
generally  advanced,  and  the  country  grievously  oppressed  ia 
order  to  raise  it. 

11. 

That  in  the  aforesaid  year  1779,  the  demands  of  the  East- 
India  Company  on  the  jN'ahob  of  Oude  are  stated  by  Mr. 
Purling,  tht'ir  resident  at  the  court  of  Oude,  to  amount  to 
the  sum  of  £1,3G0,000  sterling  and  upwards,  lea^-ing  (upon 
the  supposition,  that  the  whole  revenue  should  amount  to 
the  sum  of  £1,500,000  sterling,  to  which  it  did  not  amount) 
no  more  thau  £140,000  sterling  for  the  support  of  the 
dignity  of  the  household  and  family  of  the  IVaboh,  and  for 
the  maintenance  of  his  government,  as  -well  aa  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  public  debts  due  withiu  the  province- 

III. 

That  by  the  treaty  of  Fyzabad  a  regular  brigade  of  the 
Company's  troops,  to  he  stationed  in  the  dominions  of  the 
Kaboh  of  Oude,  was  kept  up  at  %he  expense  of  the  said 
Nabob ;  in  addition  to  which  a  temporary  brigade  of  the 
Bame  troops  was  added  to  his  establishment,  together  with 
several  detauhed  corps  in  the  Company's  service,  and  a  great 
part  of  his  own  native  troops  were  put  under  the  command 
of  British  officers, 

IV. 

That  the  eipense  of  the  Company's  temporary  brigade  in- 
creased in  the  same  year  (the  year  of  1779)  upwards  of 
£80,000  sterlLug  above  the  estimate ;  and  the  expense  of  the 
country  troops  under  Jiritish  officers,  in  thu  tsame  pf^riod,  in- 
crea.scd  upwards  of  £40,000  sterling ;  and  in  addition  to  the 
aforesaid  ruinous  expenses  a  large  civil  establishment  was 
gradually,  secretly,  and  without  any  authority  from  the  court 
of  directors,  or  record  in  the  hooka  of  the  council-general 
concerning  the  same,  formed  for  the  resident,  and  another 
tmder  Mr.  Wombwell,  an  agent  for  the  Company ;  as  also 
several  pensions  and  allowances,  in  the  same  secret  and 
clandestine  marjier,  were  charged  on  the  revenues  of  the  said 
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Nabob  for  the  benefit  of  British  subjects,  besidtis  large  t*  T 
caaional  gifta  t->  persona  in  the  Company's  service. 


That  in  the  month  of  November,  1779,  the  said  Nabo^ 
did  represent  to  Mr.  Purliijg,  the  Company's  resident  afore« 
said,  the  distressed  state  of  his  revenues  in  the  foUovring 
terms :  "  During  three  years  past,  the  expense  occasioned  by 
the  troops  iu  brigade,  and  others  commanded  by  European 
officers,  has  much  diHtreased  the  support  of  my  household, 
insomuch  that  the  allowances  made  to  tlie  seraglio  and 
children  of  the  deeenscd  Nabob  have  been  reduced  to  one- 
fourth  of  what  it  had  been,  upon  which  they  have  subsisted 
in  a  very  distressed  manner  for  two  years  past.  The  attend- 
ants, writers,  and  servants,  &c.  of  my  court,  hav^e  received  no 
pay  for  two  years  past ;  and  there  is  at  present  no  part  of 
the  country,  that  can  be  allotted  to  the  payment  of  my 
father^a  private  creditors,  whose  applications  are  daily  press- 
ing upon  me.  All  these  difficulties  I  have  for  these  three 
years  past  struggled  through,  and  found  this  consolation 
therein,  that  it  was  complying  with  the  pleasure  of  the 
honourable  Compauy,  and  in  the  hope,  that  the  supreme 
council  would  make  inquiry  from  impartial  persons  into  mjH 
distressed  sitviation ;  but  1  am  now  forced  to  a  representsifl 
tion.  From  the  great  increase  of  erpetise  the  revenues  were 
necessarUj  farmed  out  at  a  hkjh  rate;  and  deficiencies 
followed  yearly.  The  country  and  cultivation  is  abandoned,^ 
and  thia  year,  in  particular,  from  the  eseessivc  drought,  de^fl 
ductions  of  many  lacks"  [stated  by  the  resident,  in  his 
letter  to  the  board  of  the  13th  of  the  mouth  following,  to 
amoimt  to  25  lacks,  or  £250,000  sterling]  "  have  been  allow- 
ed the  farmers,  wbo  were  still  left  unsatisfied.  I  have  re- 
ceived but  just  sufficient  to  support  my  absolute  necessities, 
the  revenues  being  deficient  to  the  amount  of  15  lacks, 
[£150,000  sterling,]  and  for  this  reason  many  of  the  old 
chieftains,  with  their  troops,  and  the  useful  attendants  of 
the  court,  were  forced  to  leave  it,  and  there  is  now  only  a 
few  foot  and  horse  for  the  collection  of  my  roveouea ;  and 
should  the  zemindars  be  refractory,  there  is  not  left  a  suffi- 
cient number  to  reduce  them  to  oDedience."     Ajid  the  said 
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Nabob  did  therefore  pray,  tbat  the  assignmenta  for  the  new- 
brigade,  the  corps  of  horae,  and  the  otht'r  detached  bodies  of 
the  Company's  troops,  might  not  be  required  from  him  -, 
alleging:;,  "  that  the  former  was  not  only  q^iute  uaeleaa  to  his 
government^  hut  moTeover  the  cause  of  mueh  loss  both  in 
the  revenues  and  customs ;  and  that  the  detached  bodies  of 
troopa  under  their  European  oflicera  brought  nothing  hut 
connision  into  the  affiiirs  of  his  government,  and  were  en- 
tirely their  own  maetera." 


W. 


\^. 


That  it  appears,  that  the  said  Nabob  was  not  boTmd  by 
any  treaty  to  the  maintenance,  without  his  consent,  even 
of  the  old  brigade ;  tlie  eoiirt  of  directors  h!^\^ng  in  their  let- 
ter of  the  15th  December,  1775,  approved  of  keeping  the 
Bame  in  his  service,  ^^ provided  it  was  done  with  the  free  con- 
sent of  the  subah,  and  by  no  means  without,  it."  And  the 
neiD  brigade,  and  temporary  corps,  wore  raised  on  the  express 
condition,  that  the  expense  thereof  should  he  chargfed  on  the 
Nabob  only  '^for  so  long  a  time  as  he  should  require  the  corps 
for  his  service,"  And  the  court  of  directora  express  to  tho 
govern  or- general  and  council  their  sense  of  the  said  agree- 
ment in  the  foliowiug  terms :  "  but  if  you  intend  to  eiert 
your  iniluence,  first  to  induce  the  ^^Vrier  to  ncquieace  in  your 
proposal,  and  afterwards  to  compel  him  to  keep  the  troops  in 
his  pay  during  your  pleasure,  i/otir  intents  are  ttnjust;  and  a 
correspondent  conduct  would  reflect  great  dishonour  on  the 
Company." 

TIL 

That  in  anawer  to  the  decent  and  humble  representation 
aforesaid  of  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  the  allegations  of  which,  bo 
far  as  they  relate  to  tho  distressed  state  of  the  Nabob's 
finances,  and  his  total  inability  to  discharge  the  demands, 
made  on  hira,  were  conJirmcd  by  the  testimony  of  the  Eng- 
lish resident  at  Oude,  and  which  tho  said  Ilastinga  did  not 
deny  in  the  whole  or  in  any  part  thereof,  he,  the  said  Warren 
Hastinga,  did,  on  pretence  of  certain  political  dangers,  de- 
chire  the  relief  desired  to  be,  "  without  hesitation,  totally  in- 
admiasible  ;"  and  did  falsely  and  maliciously  insinuate,  "  that 
"le  tone  in  which  the  demands  of  the  Nabob  were  asserted, 
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and  the  season  in  ivhich  they  were  made,  did  civc  cause  for 
the  most  alarming  suspicions."     And  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
ings did,    in    n   letter  to   the  Nabol)   aforesnid  written  ia 
hauglity  and  insolent  lanj^ige,  and  without  taking  any  no- 
tice of  the  distresses  of  the  said  IS  aboh,  alleged  and  verified 
as  before  recited,  "require  and  insist  upon  your  [the  Na- 
bob's] granting  tuneaws  faaaignments]  for  the  full  amount 
of  their  [the  Company's]  demands  upon  you  for  the  ciurent 
year,  and  on  your  reserving  funds  aafficient  to  answer  tiiem, 
even  shvufd  the  deficiencies  of  your  revenues  compel  you  to 
leave  your  own  troops  tmprovidedjbr,  or  to  disband  a  part  of 
t/iem,  to  enable  you  to  effect  it." 

Yni. 

That  in  a  letter  writtea  at  the  same  time  to  the  resident 
Pturling,  and  intended  for  hia  directions  in  enforcing  on  the 
Nabob  the  unjust  demands  aforesaid, the  said  Warreu  Hast- 
ings hath  nsserted,  in  direct  eoutradiction  to  the  treaties 
Bubsiating  between  the  said  Nabob  and  the  Company,  "  that 
he  [the  Nabnb^  standa  engaged  to  our  government  to  main- 
tain the  Enghsh  armies,  which,  at  his  o^sti  request,  have  been 
formed  for  the  protection  of  his  dominions  ;  and  that  it  is  our 
part,  and  not  his,  to  jud^e  and  determine  in  what  manner 
and  at  ichat  time  these  skull  be  reduced  and  wit/tdrawn." 
And  in  a  minute  of  consultation,  wheu  the  aforesaid  measure 
was  proposed  by  the  said  Hastings  to  the  supreme  council, 
he  did  affirm  and  maintain,  that  the  troops  aforesaid  had  now 
no  separate  or  distinct  existence  from  ours,  and  may  be  pro- 
perly said  to  consist  of  our  whole  mOitar)'  establishment,  with 
the  exception  only  of  our  European  infantry  ;  and  that  they 
conld  not  be  mthdrawn  without  imposing  on  tlie  Company 
the  additional  burthen  of  them,  or  disbanding  nine  battaliona 
of  disciplined  sepoys,  and  three  regiments  of  horae."  j 

IX.  " 

That  in  the  minute  of  consultation  aforesaid  he  [the  said 
"Warren  nastings]  hath  further,  in  justification  of  the  violent 
and  arbitrary  proceedings  aforesaid,  asserted,  "  that  the  ar- 
rangement of  mcastircs  between  the  British  government  and 
their  allies,  the  native  powers  of  India,  must,  in  case  of  dis- 
aeroement  about  the  necessity  thereof,  be  decided  by  tkt 
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rongest;''^  and  hath  thereby  advanced  a  daiigeroua  and 
lost  indecently  expressed  positi  on,  subversive  of  the  rights 
of  allies,  and  tending  to  breed  vrar  and  eoufusion,  instead  of 
cordiality  and  co-operation  amongst  them,  and  to  destroy  all 
confidence  of  the  princea  of  India  in  the  faith  and  juatiee  of 
the  English  nation ;  and  the  said  Hustings  having  further, 
in  the  miuntc  aforesaid,  presumed  to  threfiten  to  "  bring  to 
punishment,  if  my  influence  [his  the  said  Kastinga's  influ- 
ence] can  produce  that  effect,  those  incendiaries,  flho  have  en- 
deavoured to  make  themselves  ttie  iiistrnmenta  of  division 
between  us,"  hath,  as  far  as  in  him  lay,  obstructed  the  per- 
formance of  one  of  the  most  essential  duties  of  a  prince, 
engaged  in  an  unequal  alliance  with  a  presiding  state — that 
of  ivpreaenting  the  grievances  of  his  subjects  to  that  more 
powerful  Btate,  by  whose  acts  they  suffer ;  leaving  thereby 
the  governing  power  in  total  ignorance  of  the  ellects  of  its 
own  measures!,  and  to  the  oppressed  people  no  other  choice 
than  the  alternative  of  an  unqualilied  submission,  or  a  resist- 
ance productive  of  conseqiaencos  more  fatal. 


to 


That  aU  relief  being  denied  to  the  Nabob,  in  the  manner 
and  on  the  grounds  aforesaid,  the  demands  of  the  Company 
on  the  said  Nabob  in  the  year  following,  that  is  to  say, 
in  the  year  1780,  did  amount  to  the  enormous  sum  of 
£1,400,000  sterlingj  and  the  distress  of  the  province  did 
rapidly  increase. 

XI. 

That  the  Nabob,  on  the  24th  of  February  of  the  same 
year,  did  again  write  to  the  governor-general,  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  a  letter,  in  which  he  expressed  his  constant  friend- 
ship to  the  Company,  and  hia  submission  aiid  obedience  to 
their  orders ;  and  asserting,  that  he  had  not  troubled  them 
with  any  of  hia  difficulties,  trusting  they  would  learn  I  hem 
from  other  quarters,  and  that  he  should  be  relieved  by  their 
friendship  :  ''  but  (he  eaya)  when  the  knife  had  penetrated  to 
tite  bone,  and  I  was  surrounded  with,  such  heavy  distresses, 
that  I  could  no  longer  live  in  cspectationa,  I  then  wi'ote  an 
account  of  my  diiBeulties.  The  answer  I  have  received  to  il 
IB  such,  that  it  has  given  me  inexpressible  grief  and  afSiction. 
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I  never  had  tbe  least  idea  or  expectation  from  you  and  (the 
council,  that  you  would  have  given  your  orders  in  so  afflict' 
ing  a  manner^  in  which  you  never  before  wrote,  arid  I  could 
never  have  imagined.  I  have  delivered  up  all  my  private 
papers  to  him,  [the  resident,]  that  after  examining  my  re- 
ceipts and  expenses,  he  may  take  whatever  remains.  That 
aa  I  know  it  to  be  my  duly  to  satisfy  you,  [the  Company  and 
council,]  I  have  not  fiailed  to  obey  in  any  instance  ;  but  re- 
quested of  him,  that  it  might  be  done  eo  aa  not  to  distresa 
me  in  my  necessary  expenses.  There  being  no  other  funds 
but  those  for  the  expeusea  of  my  mutseddies,  [clerks  and  ae- 
ooimtanta,]  household  expenses,  and  servants,  &c.,  he  demand- 
ed these  in  such  a  manner,  that  being  remedileaa  I  waa  ob- 
liged to  comply  with  what  he  required.  He  has  accordingly 
stopped  the  pensions  of  my  old  servants  for  30  years^  whether 
sepoys,  \soIdiers,'\  mutseddies,  [^secretaries  and  accountants,^  or 
househotd  servants,  and  the  expenses  of  my  family  and  kitchen, 
together  with  the  jaghires  of  my  grandmother,  mother,  and 
aunts,  and  of  my  brothers  and  dependents,  which  were  for  . 
their  support."  ■ 

XII.  ' 

That  in  answer  to  the  letter  aforesaid  the  resident  re- 
ceived from  the  said  TkVarren  Hastings  and  council  an  or- 
der to  persevere  in  the  demand  to  its  fullest  extent,  that  is  to 
Bay,  to  the  amomit  of  £1,400,000  sterling. 

XIII. 

That  on  the  15th  of  May  the  Kahob  replied,  eompl 
in  an  humble  and  supphaut  manner  of  his  distressed  ait 
ation,  that  ho  had  at  first  oppoaed  the  assigning  to  the  use 
of  the  Company  the  estates  of  his  mother,  of  his  grandmother, 
of  one  of  his  uncles,  and  of  the  sons  of  another ;  but  that, 
in  obedience  to  the  injunctions  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  coun- 
cil, it  had  been  done  to  the  amount,  on  the  whole,  of  £80,000 
eterling  a  year,  or  thereabouts ;  that  whatever  effects  were 
in  the  countrj-,  with  even  hia  table,  his  animals,  and  the  sa- 
laries of  hia  servants,  were  granted  in  assignments;  that 
besides  these,  if  they  were  resolved  again  to  compel  him  to 
give  up  the  estates  of  his  parents  and  relations,  which  weru 
snmted  them  for  their  maintenance,  they  were  at  the  Com- 


A 


leAUTST  WABDEN   HASTUfGS. 


431 


i  disposal;  pajnng,  "if  the  council  have  directed  you  to 
attach  them,  do  it ;   ia  the  country  no  further  sources  re- 

^main.     I  hare  no  means ;  for  1  have  not  a  subsistence. — How 
long  shall  I  dwell  upon  my  misfortuiieB  ?  " 
n 


XIV. 


I 


That  the  truth  of  the  said  Temonstrancee  was  not  disputed, 
nor  the  tone,  in  ■which  thej^  were  written,  complained  of,  the 
Biuue  being  submissive,  and  even  abject,  though  the  cause 
(his  distresses)  was  by  the  said  Hastings,  in  a  great  degree, 
and  in  tenna  the  most  offensive,  attributed  to  the  Nabob 
liimself ;  but  no  relief  was  given,  luid  the  same  unwarrantable 
eslablisliments,  maintained  at   the  same  rninoua   espenae, 

ere  kept  up, 

XV. 


W 


That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  having  considered  aa  in- 
cendiaries those,  who  adTised  the  remonstrancea  aforesaid, 
and,  to  prevent  the  same  in  future,  having  denounced  venge- 
ance on  those  concerned  therein,  did,  for  the  purpose  of  keep- 
ing in  his  own  power  all  ropresentatinUB  of  the  state  of  the 
court  and  country  aforesaid,  and  to  subject  both  tbe  one  and 
the  other  to  his  own  arbitrary  will,  and  to  draw  to  himself 
and  to  his  creatures  the  management  of  the  Nabob's  revenues, 
in  defiance  of  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  a  second 
time  recall  Mr.  Biiatow,  the  Company's  resident,  from  the 
court  of  Oude  ;  having  once  before  recalled  him,  aa  the  said 
directors  express  themselves,  "  without  the  shadow  of  a 
charge  being  exhibited,  against  him;"  and  having,  on  the 
occasion  and  time  now  stated,  produced  no  speeiiic  charge 
against  the  said  resident ; — and  he  the  said  Hastings  did 
Appoint  Nathaniel  IMiddleton,  Esquire,  to  succeed  him,  it 
being  hia  declared  principle,  that  he  must  have  a  person  of 
his  oum  confidence  m  that  situation. 

L  XVI. 

'  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  after  be  had  refused  all 
relief  to  the  distresses  of  the  Nabob  in  the  manner  afore- 
said, and  had  described  those,  who  advised  the  representa- 
tion of  tlio  giievancea  of  Oude,  as  incendiaries,  did  hiinftel^ 
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in  a  minute  of  the  21at  of  IMay,  1781,  describe  that  prorinoe 
"  as  fallen  iato  a  state  of  great  disorder  and  confusion,  and 
its  resources  in  an  extraordinary  dcOTee  diminished  ;"  and 
did  state,  that  bis  presence  in  the  said  province  was  requested 
by  the  Nabob;  and  that  unless  some  effectual  measures 
were  taken  for  his  relief,  he  [the  Nabob]  must  be  under  the 
necessity  of  leaving  his  country,  and  coming  down  to  Cal- 
cutta, to  represent  the  situation  of  his  government.  And  Mr. 
Wheler  did  declare,  that  the  governor-general's  representa- 
tion of  the  state  of  that  province  "  was  but  too  well  founded; 
and  was  convinced,  that  it  would  require  his  utmost  abilities 
and  powers,  applied  and  esercised  on  the  spot,  to  restore  it 
to  its  former  good  order  and  affluence." 

XVII. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  consequence  of  the 
minute  aforesaid,  did  grant  to  liimself,  and  did  procure  the 
consent  of  his  only  coUeague,  Edward  Wheler,  Esquire,  to  a 
commission  or  delegation,  with  powers  *'  to  assist  the  Nabob 
vizier  in  forming  such  regulations  as  may  be  necessary  for 
the  peace  and  good  order  of  his  government,  the  improve- 
nient  of  his  revenue,  and  the  adjustment  of  the  mutual  con- 
cerns subsisting  between  him  and  the  Company. "• — And  in 
the  said  commission  or  delegation  he,  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
ings, did  cause  to  be  inserted  certain  powers  and  provisions 
of  a  new  and  dangerous  nature ;  (that  is  to  say,)  reciting  the 
business  before  mentioned,  he  did  convey  to  himself  "  such 
authority  to  enforce  the  same,  as  the  governor-geHeral  and 
council  might  or  could  exercise  on  occasions,  in  which  they 
could  be  tcarranted  to  exercise  the  same ;  and  to  form  and 
conclude  such  several  eugagements  or  treaties  with  the  Na- 
bob vizier,  the  government  of  Barar,  and  with  any  chiefs  or 
powers  of  Hindostan,  as  he  should  judge  expedient  and  neces- 
sary." Towards  the  conclusion  of  the  act  or  instrument 
aforesaid  are  the  words  following ;  viz.  "  it  ia  hereby  declared, 
that  all  Bueh  acta,  and  all  such  eugagements  rr  treaties  afore- 
said, shall  be  binding  on  the  governor-general  and  council  in 
the  same  manner,  and  as  effectualk/,  as  if  they  had  been  done 
and  passed  by  the  specific  and  immediate  concurrence  and  ac- 
tual junction  of  the  governor-general  and  council^  in  couneil 
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assembled.^'  And  the  said  powers  were,  by  tLe  said  Warren 
Hastings,  given  by  himself  and  the  said  \7heler,  under  the 
seal  of  the  Company,  on  the  3rd  July,  1781. 

CE  XVIII. 

Tliat  the  said  commission,  deleirating  to  bim,  the  Baid 
"Warren  llastinga,  the  whole  functions  of  t!ie  council,  is  de- 
structive to  the  constitution  thereof;  and  is  contrary  to  tho 
Company's  standing  orders  ;  and  ia  illegal. 
If  .      .  XIX. 

That  in  virtue  of  thoae  powera,  and  the  illegal  delegatioa 
aforesaid,  the  said  Warren  Haatinga,  after  he  had  finished  his 
business  at  Benares,  did  procure  a  meeting  with  the  JS'abob 
of  Oude  at  a  place  called  Chimnr,  upon  the  confines  of  the 
country  of  Benares,  and  did  there  enter  into  a  treaty,  or  pre- 
tended treaty,  with  the  said  Nabob  ;  one  part  of  which  the 
said  AVarren  Hastiugs  did  pretend  was  drawn  up  from  a 
seriGB  of  requisitions  presented  to  him  by  the  Nabob,  but 
which  requisitions,  or  any  copy  thereof,  or  of  any  other 
I  material  document  relative  tliereto,  he  did  not  at  the  time 
transmit  to  the  presidency ;  the  said  Warren  Hastings  in- 
forming Mr.  Wheler,  that  the  resident  Ididdleton  bad  taken 
the  authentic  papers  relative  to  this  transaction  with  him  to 
Lucknow;  and  it  does  not  appear,  that  the  said  Warren 
I  Hastings  did  ever  reclaim  the  said  papers,  in  order  to  reeord 
'  them  at  the  presidency,  to  bo  transmitted  to  the  court  of 
directors,  as  it  was  his  duty  to  do. 
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That  the  purport  of  certaua  articles  of  tho  said  treat}',  on 
the  part  of  the  Company,  was,  that  iu  eunaideration  of  the 
Nabob's  inabilii//  (which  inability  the  preamble  of  the  treaty 
asserts  to  have  been  "  repeatedly  and  urgently  represented") 
to  support  the  expenses  of  the  temporary  brigade,  and  of 
three  regiments  of  cavalry,  and  also  of  the  British  officers, 
wth  their  battalions,  and  of  other  gentlemen,  who  were  then 
paid  by  him,  t]ie  several  corps  aforesaid,  and  the  other  gen- 
tlemen, (with  the  exception  of  the  resident's  office,  iken  mi 
the  Nabob^s  list,  and  a  regiment  of  sepoys  for  the  resident'^ 
(^uard,)  should,  after  a  term  of  two  and  a  half  mouths,  be  uu 
vol..  IT.  %  r 
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longer  at  his  [the  Nabob's]  charge. — "  The  true  meaning  of 
this  being,  that  no  more  troops  th.iu  one  brigade,  and  the 
pay  and  allowaucea  of  a  regiment  of  aepoja,"  (as  aforesaid 
to  the  resident,)  amounting  in  the  wliole  to  £3i2,000  a  year, 
should  be  paid  by  the  Nabob.  And  that  no  officers,  troops, 
or  othert,  should  he  put  upon  the  Nabob's  establishment,  ex- 
clusive of  thoae  in  the  said  treaty  stipulated. 

XXI. 

That  the  said  Warreu  Haatinga  did  defend  and  justify  tie 
said  articles,  in  whioh  the  troopa  aforesaid  were  to  be  re- 
moved from  the  Nabob's  establishment,  by  declaring  as  fol- 
lows :  "  that  the  actual  disbursements  to  those  troops  had 
fallen  upon  our  oian  funds,  and  that  we  support  a  body  of 
troops,  established  solely  for  the  defence  of  the  Nabob's  pos- 
sessions, at  our  own  expense.  It  is  true,  vre  charge  the 
Nabob  with  this  expense ;  but  the  large  balance  already  due 
from  him  shows  too  justly  the  little  prospect  there  was  of 
diaengan^ng  ourselves /row  a  burthen,  which  was  daily  adding 
to  our  diatresscs,  and  must  soon  become  insupportable,  al- 
though it  %vere  granted,  that  the  Nabob's  debt,  then  suflered 
to  accumulate,  might  at  some  future  period  be  liquidated  :  and 
that  this  measure  would  aubstautially  ellect  an  instant  relief 
to  the  pecimiary  diatresses  of  the  Company." 


XXII. 


That  Nathaniel  Middletou,  tlie  resident,  did  also  dechire, 
that  ho  would  at  all  times  testify,  "  that  upon  the  plan  of  the 
foregoing  years  the  receipts  from  the  Nabob  were  only  a 
deception,  and  7iot  an  advantage,  but  an  injury,  to  the  Com- 
pany ; "  and  "  that  a  remission  to  the  Nabob  of  this  iusuffer- 
ahle  burthen  was  a  profit  to  the  Company."  And  the  said 
Hastings  did  assert,  that  the  force  of  the  Company  was  not 
lessened  by  withclriiwing  the  temporary  troops ;  although 
(when  it  suited  the  purpose  of  the  said  Hastmga,  in  denying 
iust  relief  to  the  distresses  of  the  said  Nabob  of  Oude)  he 
bad  not  scrupled  to  assert  the  direct  contrary  of  the  positions 
by  him  maintained  in  justification  of  the  treaty  of  Chunar, 
having  in  his  minute  aforesaid,  of  the  15th  of  December, 
1779,  asserted,  "that  these  troops"  [the  troops  maintained 
^  the  Nabob  of  Oude]  "  had  no  separate  or  distinct  existenee, 
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aad  maybe  properly  said  ta  consist  of  our  ■vvholc  miiitary 
establisUment,  \Yith  the  exception  only  of  our  European  in- 
fimtry ;  and  that  they  could  Dot  be  icilhdrawn  withont  im- 
posing on  the  Company  the  additiotial  burl  hen  of  their  erpense^ 
or  disbandiun;  nine  battaliona  yf  Jiacipliueil  sepoya,  and  three 
pegimenta  of  horse." 

XXIII. 

That  he,  the  Bnid  "Warren  Hastings,  in  justification  of  his 
agreement  to  withdraw  the  troops  aforesaid  from  the  terri- 
toriea  niid  pay  of  the  Nabob  oi  Oude,  did  further  declare, 
"  that  he  had  been  too  much  accustomed  to  the  talcs  of  liostile 
preparation,  and  impending  iavastona,  against  all  the  evi- 
dence of  political  probability,  to  regard  them  as  any  other 
than  phantoms,  raised  for  the  purpose  of  perpetuating  or 
multiplying  commands;"  and  he  did  trust  "all  ideas  oi 
danger  from  the  neighbouring  powers  were  altogether  vision- 
ary ;  and  that,  even  if  they  had  been  better  founded,  this 
mode  of  anticipating  possible  evila  would  be  more  mischievoua 
than  anything  they  had  reason  to  apprehend,"  and  that  the 
internal  state  of  the  Nabob's  dominions  did  not  require  the 
continuance  of  the  said  troops  ;  and  that  the  Nabob,  "  whose 
concern  it  teaSf  and  not  ours,"  did  affirm  the  aame,  uotwith- 
atanding  be  the  eaid  Hastings  bad  before,  in  answer  to  the 
humble  supplications  of  the  Nabob,  aaserted,  that  "  it  was 
our  part,  and  not  his,  to  judge  and  determine  in  what  man- 
lier, and  at  what  time,  they  should  be  reduced  or  withdrawn." 


XXIT. 


That  the  said  Warren  Hastinga,  in  support  of  his  measure 
of  withdrawing  the  said  brigade,  and  other  troopa,  did  also 
represent,  that  "  the  remote  stations  of  those  troops,  placing 
the  comiunuding  officers  beyond  the  notice  and  control  oi* 
the  board,  aftbrded  too  much  opportunity  and  temptation 
for  unwarrantable  emoluments,  and  excited  the  eontaffion  of 
peculation  and  rapacity  throughout  the  whole  anny ;  and  aa 
an  instance  thereof,  that  a  court  martial,  composed  of  officers 
of  rank  and  respectable  characters,  imanimously  and  honour- 
ably, 'most  honourably,'  acquitted  an  officer  upon  an  ac- 
knowledged fact,  AvliicQ  in  times  of  stricter  discipline  would 
have  been  deemed  a  crime  deserving  the  severest  puniahmeut." 

2w'i 
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XXV. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  having  in  the  letter  afore- 
said contradicted  all  the  grounds  and  reasons  by  him  as- 
signed for  keeping  up  the  aforesaid  establishment,  and 
ha\-ing  declared  his  ovra.  conviction,  that  the  whole  was  a 
fallacy  and  imposition,  and  a  detriment  to  the  Company  in- 
htead  of  a  benefit,  circumstances  (if  they  are  true)  which  he 
might  and  ought  to  have  well  known,  was  guilty  of  a  high 
crime  and  misdemeanour  in  carrying  on  the  imposture  and 
delusion  aforesaid,  and  in  continuing  an  insupportable  bur 
then  and  grievance  upon  the  Nabob  for  several  years,  with 
out  attending  to  his  repeated  auppheations  to  be  relieved 
therefrom,  to  the  ntter  ruin  of  hia  country,  and  to  the  de- 
Htruction  of  the  discipline  of  the  British  troops,  by  diffusing 
among  them  a  general  spirit  of  peculation;  and  the  said 
Hastings  hath  committed  a  grievous  ofi'ence  in  upholding 
the  same  pernicious  system,  until  by  hia  own  confession  and 
declaration  in  his  minute  of  the  2l8t  of  May,  1781,  "  the 
t'vils  had  grown  to  so  great  a  height,  that  exertions  will  be 
required  more  powerful  than  can  be  made  through  the  dele- 
gated authority  of  the  servants  of  the  Company  now  in  the 
pro\-ince ;  and  that  he  was  far  from  sanguine  in  hia  expectar 
tions,  that  even  fits  own  endeavours  would  be  attended  with 
mttc/i  success.'^ 

XXVI.  i 

That  at  the  time  of  making  the  said  treaty,  and  at  the  time 
when,  under  colour  of  the  distresses  of  the  Nabob  of  Oude, 
and  the  failure  of  all  other  means  for  his  relief,  he  the  said 
'Hastings  broke  the  Company's  faith  with  the  parents  of  the 
Nabob,  and  first  encouraged,  and  afterwards  compelled,  him 
to  despoil  them  of  their  landed  estates,  money,  jewels,  and 
household  goods  ;  and  while  the  said  Nabob  continued  heavily 
ill  debt  to  the  Company,  he  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did, 
'•  without  hesitation,^''  accept  of  and  receive  from  the  Nabob 
of  Oude,  and  his  ministers,  (who  are  notoriously  known  to 
be  not  only  under  his  influence,  but  under  hia  absolute  com- 
mand,) a  bribe,  or  unlawful  gift  or  present,  of  one  hundred 
thousand  pounds  sterling,  and  upwards :  that  even  if  tha 
*^J'i  oretended  giil  could  be  supposed  to  be  voluntary,  it 
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was  contraiT  to  the  erprcsa  provision  of  the  regulatiug  acl 

of  the  IStli  year  of  liis  Majeatj'a  reiga,  prohibiting  the 

receipt  of  all  presenta  upon  any  pretence  whatsoever,  and 

conlTary  to  hia  o\to  acnse  of  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of 

the  said  act,  declared  upon  a  similar  but  not  so  strong  a 

I      ease  ;  that  is,  where  the  service  done,  and  the  present  offered 

in  retxjni  for  it,  had  taken  plat-e  before  the  promnlgation  of 

the  above  la^vs  in  India;  on  that  occasion  he  declared,  "that 

^the  exclusion  bj  an  act  of  parliament  udmiited  of  no  abate- 

^^anent  or  evasion,  wherever  its  authority  eitended." 

w 


SSVII. 


^ 


That  the  said  "Warren  Hastrngg,  confiding  in  an  interest, 
•which  he  supposed  himself  to  have  formed  in  the  East-India 
House,  did  endeavour  to  prevail  on  the  court  of  directors  to 
violate  the  said  act,  and  to  suffer  him  to  appropriate  the 
money  so  illegally  accepted  by  him  to  Ma  profit,  as  a  reward 
for  hia  services. 

XXVIII. 

That  the  said  T»V"arren  Haatinga  haa  since  de- 
clared to  the  court  of  directors,  that  when /or-  ofth^e*!*"" 
tune  threw  a  sum  in  his  loay  (meaning  the  sum  Jub'.  iJas,  &t 
of  money   above   mentioned)   of  a   magnitude,   chaigts. 
which. could  not  he  concealed,  he  chose  to  apprize 
his  emploj/ers  of  it;   thereby  confessing,  that,  but  for  tlie 
magnitude  of  the  same  rendering  it  difficult  to  be  concealed, 
he  never  would  have  discovered  it  to  them.     And  the  said 
unlawful  present  being  received  at  the  time  when,  for  reasona 
directly  contradictory  to  all  his  former  recorded  declarations, 
he  did  agree  to  remove  the  aforesaid  troops  from  the  Kabob'a 
dominions,  aiul  to  recall  the  penaiouerg  aforesaid,  it  must  be 
presumed,  that  he  did  not  agree  to  give  the  rehcf  (which  he 
had  before  so  obstinately  refused)  upon  the  grounds  and 
motives  of  justice,  policy,  or  humanity,  but  in  consideration 
of  the  sum  of  money  aforesaid,  which  in  a  time  of  such  ex- 
treme distress  in  the  Nabob's  uflairs  could  not  be  rationally 
ffiven,  except  for  those  and  other  concessions  stipulated  for 
in  the  said  treaty,  but  which  had  on  former  occaaiona  been 
zefused. 
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XXIX. 

That  rot-vrithstanding  his,  the  said  "Warren  Hastings'^] 
receipt  of  the  present  of  £100,000  as  aforesaid,  he  did  vio- 
late every  one  of  the  stipulations  in  the  said  treaty  con- 
tained ;  and  particularly  he  did  continue  in  the  country,  and 
in  the  service  of  the  Nahob  of  Oude,  those  troops,  which  he 
liad  so  recently  stipulated  to  vrithdraMT  from  his  country, 
and  to  take  from  his  establishment ;  for,  upon  the  24th  of 
December  following,  he  did  order  the  temporary  brigade, 
making  10  battalions  of  500  men  each,  to  be  again  put  on 
the  vizier's  list;  although  he  had  recently  informed  the 
court  of  directors,  through  Edward  Wheler,  Esquire,  that 
any  benefit  to  be  derived  from  the  ^Nabob's  paying  that 
brigade  vraa  &  fallacy  and  a  deception,  and  that  the  same  was 
a  charge  upon  the  Company,  and  not  an  alleviation  of  its  di»- 
tresses,  as  well  as  an  insupportable  burthen  to  the  Nabob ; 
thus  having,  within  a  short  space  of  time,  twice  contradicted 
himself,  both  in  declaration  and  in  conduct. 

XXX.  M 

That  this  measure,  in  direct  violation  of  a  treaty  of  not 
three  months'  duration, was  so  injudicious,  that,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  assistant  resident,  Johnson,  "  nothing  less  than  blows 
could  effect  it;"  he  the  said  resident  further  adding,  "that 
the  Xabob  was  not  even  able  to  pay  oflF  the  arrears  still  due 
to  it  [the  new  brigade] ;  and  that  the  troops  being  all  in 
arrears,  and  no  possibility  of  present  payment,  so  large  a 
body  assembled  here  [viz,  at  Lucknow]  without  any  means 
to  check  and  control  them,  nothing  but  disorder  could  fol- 
low. As  one  proof,  that  the  Nabob  is  as  badly  off  for  funds 
as  we  are,  I  may  inform  you,  that  his  cavalry  rose  this  day 
upon  him.  and  went  all  armed  to  the  palace,  to  demand  from 
13  to  18  months'  arrears,  and  were  with  great  difficulty  per- 
suaded to  retire,  which  was  probably  more  effected  by  a  body 
of  troops  getting  under  arms  to  go  against  them,  than  any 
other  consideration."  But  the  letter  of  Warren  Hastinga^^ 
Efiquirc,  of  the  24th  of  December,  giving  the  above  orders  f<^fl 
the  iufraction  of  the  treaty,  and  to  which  the  letter,  fronr™ 
whence  the  foregoing  extracts  are  taken,  is  an  answer,  doth 
not  appear,  any  otherwise  than  as  the  same  is  recited  in  tha 
'wer. 
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XXXI. 

That,  notwithatnnding  the  diaordera  and  deficiencicB  in 
e  revenue  aforesaid  liad  continm^d  and  increased,  and  that 
ihree  very  largo  balancca  had  accumulated,  the  said  AV'svrrcii 
tings  did  cause  the  treasury  accounts  at  Calcutta  to  he 
uamined  and  scrutinized,  and  an  account  of  another  arrear, 
composed  of  various  articles,  pretended  to  have  accumulated 
duriug  seven  years  previous  to  the  year  1799,  (the  articles 
composiug  which,  if  thej  had  been  juat,  ouf!;ht  to  have  beer/ 
charged  at  the  times  they  aeverally  became  due,)  vras  sent  to 
the  resident,  and  payment  thereof  demanded,  to  the  nuiount 
of  £260,000  sterling ;  which  unexpected  demand,  in  so  dia- 
tressed  a  situation,  did  uot  a  little  embarrass  the  Kabob, 
But  whilst  he  and  hia  ministers  were  exajnining  into  the  said 
aneipected  demand,  another,  and  fifth  balance,  made  up  of 
similar  forgotten  articleSj  was  demanded  to  the  aiunniit  of 
JE140,000  sterling  more.  Which  said  two  last  demands  did 
"0  terrify  and  confound  the  JN'abob  and  his  ministers,  that 
they  declared,  that  the  resident  "might  at  once  take  tbo 
country,  since  justice  was  out  of  the  question." 

xxxn. 

That  the  eaid  IlastiDgB,  in  order  to  add  to  the  confusion, 
perplexity,  and  distress  of  the  Nabob's  affairs,  did  send  to 
his  court  (in  which  he  had  already  a  resident  and  an  assist- 
ant resident)  t^vo  secret  agents,  Major  Pabner  and  Major 
Davy,  and  did  instruct  Major  Palmer  to  make  a  variety  of 
Dew  claims,  one  of  a  loan  to  the  Company  of  £600,000 
Bterliug,  although  he  well  knew  the  Nabob  was  himself 
beavily  in  arrear  to  the  Company,  and  was  utterly  unable  to 
discharge  the  same,  aa  well  as  in  arrear  to  hia  own  troops, 
and  to  many  individuals,  and  that  lie  borrowed  (when  he 
eould  at  all  borrow)  at  an  interest  of  near  30  per  cent. 
To  this  demand  was  added  a  new  bribe,  or  \inlawful  present 
to  himself,  to  the  amount  of  £100,000  sterling,  which  ho 
did  uot  refuse  as  unlawful,  and  of  evil  example,  but  aa  ;'w- 
deiicaie  in  the  Nabob's  present  situation  i  and  did,  as  if  the 
Bame  was  his  own  property,  presume  to  dispose  of  it,  and  to 
desire  the  transfer  of  it,  as  of  his  own  bounty,  to  the  Company 
hia  masters.     To  this  second  demand  he  the  said  Hastinga 
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added  a  third  demand  of  £120,000  sterling,  for  four  ad- 
ditioiml  ri'f^iments  on  tlie  Nabob's  list,  after  he  had  solemnly 
engaged  to  take  off  the  ten,  with  which  it  had  been  burthen- 
ed  ;  tlie  wliolw  of  the  claims  through  his  private  agent  afor^ 
aaid  nmking  the  sum  of  £820,000  sterling. 

xxxm. 

Tliat  the  demands,  claims,  &c.  made  by  the  said  "Warren 
Hastings  upon  the  government  of  Oude  in  that  year,  amount- 
ed to  the  euonnoua  buiu  of  £2,530,000  sterling,  and  being 
joined  to  the  atreara  to  troops,  and  some  internal  failures, 
fliiHiutitingto  j;255,OO0  sterliug  more,  the  whole  charge  arose 
to  £2,785,000  sterling ;  which  was  considerably  more  than 
double  the  nel.  produce  of  the  Nabob's  revenue,  the  same 
only  arnountii'iw  to  £1,450,000  "  nominal  reyenue,  never 
completely  reauzed." 

XXXIV. 

TImt  towards  providing  for  these  extravagant  demands,  he 
tho  said  Warmn  Hastings  did  direct  and  authorize  another 
breach  of  the  public  faith,  given  in  the  treaty  of  Chunar. 
Por  whereas  hy  the  second  article  of  the  treaty  aforesaid  it 
was  left  to  tb'j  Nabob's  discretion,  whether  or  not  he  should 
rcflurue  tlio  landed  estates  called  jaghires,  within  his  do- 
minions ;  and  notwithstanding  the  said  Hastings,  in  defence 
of  the  said  article,  did  declare,  that  the  Nabob  should  be  left 
to  the  exercise  of  hia  own  autbority  and  pleasure  respecting  ^ 
them,  yet  he  the  said  Hastings  did  authorize  a  violent  com-M 
pulsion  to  be  used  towards  the  said  Nabob  for  accomplishing^ 
an  universal  confiscation  of  that  species  of  landed  property  5 
and  in  so  doing  he  did  also  compel  the  Nabob  to  break  his 
faitli  with  all  the  landholders  of  that  description,  not  only  in 
\iolating  i  he  assurance  of  hia  own  original  grants,  but  hia 
assurance  recently  given,  Mhen,  being  pressed  by  the  Com- 
jtany,  he  [the  Nabob]  had  made  a  temporary  seizure  of  the 
profits  of  the  lands  aforesaid,  in  the  manner  of  a  compulsory 
loan,  for  the  re-payment  of  which  he  gave  hia  bonds  and 
obligations  ;  and  although  he  had  at  the  same  time  solemnly 
pledged  hia  faith,  that  he  nevc;r  would  again  resort  to  the 
like  oppressive  measure,  yet  he  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
did  cause  him  to  be  compelled  to  conBscate  the  estates  of  at 
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least  Bixty-sevcn  of  the  principal  persons  of  las  country, 
comj-rehending  therein  his  owu  nearest  relations,  and  the 
ancient  friends  and  dependents  of  his  ftinily;  the  aunual 
Value  of  the  said  estates  thus  cantisciited  aniounting  to 
£433,000  sterling,  or  thereabouts,  upon  an  old  valuation,  but 
stated  l)T  the  resident  JVliddletou  as  being  found  to  yield 
considerably  more. 

XXXV. 

Thrtt  the  ^*iolent  aud  unjust  measure  aforesaid,  subversive 
of  property,  utterly  destructive  of  aeveral  ancient  and  con- 
siderable families,  and  moat  dishonourable  to  the  British 
govemnieut,  did  [iroduce  an  universal  discontent,  and  the 
greatest  confusion  throughout  tbe  -whole  country  ;  the  said 
confiscjited  lauds  beLufj;^  ou  this  occasion  put  to  rack-rents, 
and  the  people  pfHevously  oppressed.  And  to  prevent  a 
possibility  ot  redress,  at  least  for  a  considerable  time,  the 
said  confiscated  estates  were  raortf;ao;ed  (it  appearin^r  other- 
wise impracticable  to  make  an  approacti  towarila  Batisfying 
the  exorbitant  demands  of  the  said  Hastings)  for  a  great 
sum  to  certain  usurious  bankers  or  iiiouey  dealers  at  Benares, 

XXXVI. 

Tliat  besides  these  enormous  demands,  which  were  in  part 
made  for  the  support  of  several  corps  of  troops  under  British 
ofEcers,  which  by  the  treaty  of  Chunar  ought  to  have  been 
removed,  very  large  extra  charges,  not  belougingto  the  mili- 
tary list  of  the  said  Nabob,  and  several  civil  charges  and 
pensions,  were  continued,  and  others  newly  put  on,  since 
the  treaty  of  Cluinar,  namely,  au  allowance  to  Sir  Eyre 
Coote,  ot  15,554  rupees  per  month,  (being  upwards  of 
£IS,6G4  sterling  a  jear,)  aud  an  allowance  to  Trevor  "VVheler, 
Esquire,  of  5000  rupees  per  month,  (or  £6000  sterling,  and 
upwards,  a  year,)  and  the  whole  of  the  settled  charges,  not  of 
a  military  nature,  to  Britisli  subjects  amounting  to  little  less 
than  £140,000  yearly;  and  if  olhcr  allowances,  not  included 
in  the  estimate,  were  added,  they  would  greatly  exceed  tiiat 
Bum,  besides  much  more,  which  may  justly  be  suspected  to 
have  been  paid,  no  part  whereof  had  at  that  time  been 
brought  forward  to  any  public  account. 


4^ 


ABTICLES   OF   CHAHOS 


XXX  vn. 

That  the  commander  of  one  of  these  corps,  of  whose  bur  | 
then  the  said  Nabob  did  complain,  was  Lieut,- Colonel  Alei 
andL'rIIiUinay,  who  did  farm  the  revenues  of  certain  district 
called  Baraitch  and  Gorachpore,  which  the  said  Hastings,  ill 
the  ninth  article  of  his    instructions  to  Mr.  Bristow,  di^" 
estimate  at  23  lacks  of  rupees,  or  £230,000  per  annum ;  but 
under  his  the  said  Hannny's  management  the  collections  did 
very  greatly  decline ;  complaints  were  made,  that  the  cou 
tries  aforesaid  were  harassed  and  oppressed,  and  the  san 
did  fall  into  confusion — and,  at  last,  tlie  inhabitants  broke 
out  into  a  general  rebellion. 

xxxvni. 

That  the  far  greater  part  of  the  said  heavy  list  was  au- 
thorized or  ordered  by  him  the  said  Warren  Hastings  for 
the  purpose  of  extending  his  own  corrupt  influence.     For  i6| 
doth  appear,  that  at  the  time  when  he  did  pretend,  in  con 
fonnity  to  the  treaty  of  Chunar  aforesaid,  to  remove  th 
Company's  servants,   "  «ri7  and  military,  from  the  cour 
and  service  of  the  vizier,"  he  did  assert,  that  he  thereby 
did   "  diminish  his  otcn   influence,  aa  well   as  that  of  bi& 
coUeao^ues,  by  narrowing  the  line  of  patronage  ;'^    which 
proves,  that   the  offices,   pensions,  and  other  emolumeo^^ 
aforesaid,  in  Oude,  were  of  his  patronage,  as  his  patrouag^H 
could  not  be  diminished  by  taking  away  the  said  offices^^ 
Ac,  unless  the  same  had  been  substantially  of  his  gift; 
and  he  did,  at  the  time  of  the  pretended  reformation  afore- 
said, express  both  his  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  the 
said  exce^re  and  abusive  establishments,  and  his  senae  ^H 
his  duty  in  taUng  them  away  ;  for  in  agreeing  to  the  article 
ia  tho  treaty  of  Chiuiar  for  abolishing  the  said  establiah* 
ments,  he  did  declare  himself  "  actuated  solely  by  motives  of 
to  the  Nabob,  and  a  resard  to  the  honour  of  nur  no- 
'  tkmntetrr;"  and,  acixnding  to  his  own  representation, 
Ibe  said  servants  of  the  Company,  civil  and  military,  "  by 
ttMir  numbers,  their  iuflitence,  and  the  enormtnu  amount  of 
tboir  wlgricNk  pensioaB,  atMl  emoluments,  were  an  intolerable 
buiilMli  on  tiw»  reTenues  and  authority  of  the  vizier ;  and 
•i^(W«Ni  us  to  the  tnrif  amd  mentmetU  of  the  whole  country, 
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by  excluding  the  native  servants  and  adherents  of  the  tizier 
from  the  rewards  of  their  services  and  attachment," 

XXXIX. 

f  That  the  revenue  of  the  country  heing  anticipated,  morfc 
gaged,  and  dilapidated  by  the  counsel,  coneurreDce,  conniv- 
ance, and  influeuce,  and  often  by  the  direct  order  of  the  said 
Varren  Hastings,  the  ■whole  civil  c^overnment,  magistracy,  and 
administration  oi"  justice,  gradually  declined,  and  at  length 
totally  ceased  through  the  whole  of  the  vast  proviucca  which 
compose  the  territory  of  Oude ;  aud  no  power  was  visible 
therein  but  that  of  the  farmers  of  the  revenue,  attended  by 
bodies  of  troops  to  enforc^e  the  collections ;  insomuch  that 
robberies,  assassinations,  and  acts  of  every  description  of 
outrage  and  violence,  were  perpetrated  with  impunity  ;  and 
even  in  the  capital  citj'  ol  Lucknow,  the  seat  of  the  sove- 
reign power,  there  was  no  court  of  justice  whatever  to  take 
cognizance  of  such  oHences. 

ft  XL. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  when  he  did  interfere  in 
the  government  of  Oude,  was  obliged  by  his  duty  to  inter- 
fere for  the  good  purposes  of  government,  aud  not  merely  for 
the  purpose  of  extorting  money  therefroni,  and  enriching  hia 
own  dependents,  which  latter  purpose  alone  he  did  effect  in 
the  manner  before  mentioned,  but  not  one  of  the  former. 
For  the  said  Hastings,  having  procured  the  ertraordinary 
powers  given  by  huii  and  to  himself  by  his  delegation  of  the 
3rd  of  July,  1781,  did  declare  the  same  to  be  for  the  pur- 
pose, among  many  others,  "  of  assisting  the  Nabob  vizier  in 
forming  such  regulations  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  peace 
and  good  order  of  his  government,  and  the  improvement  of 
bis  revenue."  And  in  consequence  of  the  said  powers  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  did,  iu  the  treaty  of  Chunar,  obtain  an 
article  from  the  Nabob,  by  which  the  said  Nabob  did  pro- 
mise to  attend  to  his  advice  in  the  reformation  of  hia  civil 
administration ;  and  he  did  give  certain  instructions  to  the 
resident  Middleton,  to  which  he  did  require  him  to  yield  the 
most  implicit  obedience ;  and  did  in  ono  article  thereof  direct 
him  to  urge  the  Nabob  to  endeavour  gradually,  if  it  could 
not  be  done  at  onoe,  to  establish  courts  of  adawlet,  [justice,] 
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and  that  tlic  darogaa,  [chief  criminal  magistrates,]  raoulabfe 
[consulting  or  assistant  lawyers,]  and  other  officers,  should  I 
Bek'L'ted  by  tbf  ministers,  with  his  the  resident's  concurrentyj 
and  aftervsards,  in  his  instructiona  to  the  resident  Bristol, I 
desiring  liim  to  pursue   the   same  object,  he  declared 
opinion,  "  that  the  vrant  of  aueh  courts,  and  the  extreine  I 
iicentiouisnesB  occasioned  thereby,  id  one  of  the  most  dis- ! 
reputable  defects  in  his  Highness  the  Nabob's  goTemment. 
And  that  while  thej  do  not  exist,  ever^'  man  knows  the 
hazard,  which  he  incurs  in  lending  his  money."     But  he  did 
give  him  the  said  resident  no  positive  instruction  concerning 
the  same,  supposing  the  establishment  of  such  courts  a  mat- 
ter of  diificiilty  ;  and  did  therefore  leave  him  a  latitude  in  his 
proceedings  therein. 

XLI. 

That  the  said  resident  Briatow  did,  however,  in  conformity ' 
to  the  said  instructions,  at  last,  given  with  such  latitude,  ea- 
deavour  to  prevail  on  the  said  minister  3;radually  to  intro- 
duce courta  of  juHtice  for  the  cognizance  of  crimes,  by  begin- 
ning to  establish  a  criminal  court  under  a  native  jud^e,  to 
judge  according  to  the  Mahomedan  law  in  the  city  of  Luck- 
now.  Bnt  Hyder  Beg  Khan,  a  minister  of  the  said  Warren , 
Hastings's  nomination,  and  solely  dependent  upon  him,  did 
elnde  and  obstruct,  and  in  the  end  totally  defeat,  the  estal 
liahment  of  the  same, 

XLIL 

That  the  obstruction  aforesaid,  and  the  evil  consequen< 
thereof,  were  duly  represented  to  the  said  Hastings;  and 
though  the  said  Hastings  had  made  it  the  fotirth  article  of 
criminal  charge  against  the  resident  Middleton,  "that 
did  not  report  to  the  governor-general,  or  to  the  board,  t 
progress  which  he  had  made  from  tmie  to  time  in  his 
deavours  to  comply  mth  his  instructiona;  and  that,  if  be 
met  with  any  impedimenta  in  the  execution  of  them,  he  had 
omitted  to  state  those  impediments,  and  to  apply  for  firesh 
orders  upon  them;" — yet  he  the  said  Hastings  did  give  no 
manner  of  support  to  the  resident  Bristow  against  the  said 
Hyder  Beg  Khan,  and  did  not  even  answer  several  of  his 
letters,  the  said  Briatow's  letters,  stating  the  said  itnpedt* 
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ments,  or  take  any  notice  of  his  remonstrances  :  but  did  at 
length  revoke  his  own  instructions,  declaring,  that  he,  the 
said  resident,  should  not  presume  to  act  upon  the  same  ;  and 
yet  did  not  furnish  him  with  any  others,  upon  which  he 
might  act,  but  did  uphold  the  said  Ilyder  Beg  Khan  in  the 
obstruction  by  him  gi\en  to  the  performance  of  the  first  and 
fundamental  duty  of  all  government ;  namely,  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice,  and  the  protection  of  the  lives  and  pro- 
perty of  the  subject  against  wrong  and  ^-lolence. 
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That  the  said  Hastings  did  afterwards  proceed  to  the 
length  of  criminating  the  resident  Bristow  afun-Kaid  for  hia 
endeavours  to  establish  the  said  necessarv  court,  aa  an  in- 
vasion of  the  rights  of  the  Jf abob*a  government ;  when,  if 
the  Nabob  in  his  own  proper  person  and  character,  and  not 
the  aforesaid  llydcr  Beg,  (who  was  a  creature  of  the  said 
Hastings,)  had  opposed  the  re-establishment  of  justice  in 
the  said  country,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  said  Hastings  to 
have  pressed  the  eamc  upon  him  by  every  csertiou  of  his 
influence.  And  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  his  pretended 
attention  to  the  Nabob's  authority,  when  exercised  by  his 
the  said  Hastings's  minister  to  prevent  tlie  establishment  of 
courts  of  justice  for  the  protection  of  life  and  property,  at 
the  same  time  that  he  did  not  hesitate,  in  the  case  ol  the 
confiscation  of  the  jaghires,  and  the  proceedings  against  the 
mother  and  grandmother  of  the  Nabob,  totally  to  super- 
sede his  authority,  and  to  force  his  inclinations  in  acts, 
which  overturned  all  the  laws  of  property,  and  offered  viulenco 
to  all  the  sentiments  of  natm*al  affection  and  duty  ;  and 
accusing  at  the  same  time  his  instruments  for  not  going  tt> 
the  utmost  lengths  in  the  execution  of  his  said  orders,  is  guilty 
m£  a  high  crime  and  misdemeanour. 

W  XLIY. 

That  the  eaid  Hastings  did  highly  aggravate  his  offence  in 
discountenancing  and  discouraging  the  re-establishment  of 
magistracy,  law,  and  order,  in  the  country  of  Oude,  inas- 
much aa  he  did  in  the  eighth  article  of  his  instructions  to 
the  resident  order  him  to  eierciae  powers,  which  ought  to  have 
been  exercised  by  lawful  magiatratea,  and  in  a  manner  agree- 
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able  to  law,  And  in  the  said  article  he  did  state  the  preva- 
lence of  rebellion  in  the  said  country  of  Oude,  as  if  rebellion 
could  exist  in  a  country,  in  which  there  was  no  magistracy, 
and  no  protection  for  life  or  property,  and  in  which  the 
native  authority  had  no  force  whatever;  and  in  which  he 
himself  states  the  eiercise  of  British  authority  to  be  an  alK 
solute  usurpation  :  and  he  did  accordingly  direct  a  rigoroi 
prosecution  against  the  offence  of  rebellion  under  such  dr- 
cumstances,  but  *'  ^rith  a  fair  and  impartial  inquiry,"  when 
he  did  not  permit  the  establishment  of  those  coiirts  of  jus- 
tice and  magistracy,  by  which  alone  rebellion  could  be  pre- 
vented, or  a  fair  and  impartial  inquiry  relative  to  the  same 
could  be  had-  And  particularly  Le  did  instruct  the  said  re» 
sident  to  obtain  the  Nabob's  order  for  employing  some  sure 
means  for  apprehending  certain  zemindars,  and  particularly 
three,  in  the  instruction  named,  whom  he  the  said  Hastinga 
dlA  cause  to  be  apprehended  upon  what  he  calls  good  infonn« 
iition,  founded  upon  some  facts,  to  which  he  asserts  he  has 
the  testimony  oi  several  witnesses,  "  that  they  had  the  de- 
Btruetion  of  Colonel  Hannay,  and  tlie  officers  under  his  com- 
mand, as  their  immediate  object,  and  ultimately  the  extirpft- 
tion  of  the  English  influence  and  power  throughout  all  the 
Nabob's  dominions ; "  and  that  they  did  still  persevere  in 
their  rebellious  conduct  without  deviation,  "though  the 
Kabob's,  and  not  our  government,  was  then  the  object  of  it." 
-Ind  he  did  direct  the  said  resident,  if  it  should  appear,  "ffl» 
a  fair  and  Tegular  inquirt/^  that  their  conduct  towards  the 
Nabob  had  been  such  as  it  had  been  reported  to  be,  to  in- 
sist upon  the  Nabob's  punishing  them  with  death;  and  to 
treat  with  the  same  rigour  every  zemindar,  and  every  subject, 
who  shall  be  the  leader  in  a  rebellion  against  his  authontv." 
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That  the  crime  of  the  said  Hastnga,  in  his  proced 
■foresaid,  was  further  highly  aggravated  by  his  having  reeeivi 
information  of  several  striking  circumstances,  which  strongly 
indicated  the  necessity  of  a  regular  magistracy  and  a  legal 
judicature,  from  the  total  failure  of  justice,  affecting  not  only 
the  subjects  at  large,  but  even  the  reigning  family  itself;  aa 
also  of  the  causes  why  no  legal  mamatracy  could  exist,  and 
why  the  princ<^8  of  the  reigning  family  were  not  only  exposed 
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to  the  attacks  of  assasfiins,  but  even  to  a  wnnt  vf  the  proteC" 
txon,  ■which  might  be  had  from  their  sfrrants  aad  atteudants, 
"who  were  driveu  from  their  mnstera  for  wiiut  of  tliat  maia- 
tenauce,  which  the  princes  their  masters  could  not  procure, 
even  for  themselvea.  And  the  circumstances  aforesaid  were 
detailed  to  him  the  said  I£astinp;3  by  the  resident  Bristow,  in 
a  letter  from  Lucknow,  dated  the  29th  January,  17.Si,  to  the 
goTemor-general  the  said  Warreu  HaBtings,  aad  the  council 
of  Bengal,  in  the  terras  following  : 

"  The  freqiient  robberies  and  murders  perpetrated  iri  hia 
Excellency's,  the  vizier's,  dominions,  have  been  too  often  the 
subject  of  my  representatione  to  your  honourable  board. 
From  the  total  want  of  police,  hardly  a  day  elapses  but  I 
am.  informed  of  some  tragical  event,  whereof  the  bare  recital 
IS  shocking  to  humanity.  About  two  months  eiuco  an  at- 
tempt was  made  to  assassinate  Eajah  Ticket  Roy,  the  acting 
minister's  confidential  agent,  but  he  happily  esea|>ed  un* 
hurt.  Nabob  Behadre,  his  Higlaiess's  brother,  baa  not  been 
so  fortunate,  as  will  appear  from  translations  of  two  of  his 
letters  to  me,  No.  1,  which  I  have  the  honour  to  em-loso  for 
your  information.  Although  my  feelings  arc  sou.sibly  hurt, 
and  my  compassion  strongly  excited,  by  the  disgraceful  and 
miserable  state  of  povertt/^  to  which  ftis  Excellenci/'s  brothers 
are  reduced,  yet,  situated  as  I  am,  it  is  not  in  my  power  to 

r interfere  with  eftect.  My  eftVirts  on  a  former  occasion  failed 
hf  success,  and  tny  interposition  now  would  onJtf  excite  the  re- 
nntment  of  the  minister  towards  the  vnhappt/  sufferers,  in 
consequence  of  their  application  to  me,  from  whom  alone, 
however,  theif  hope  for  relief  from  their  prese?it  distress,  which, 
their  near  connexion  with  the  vizier  considered,  is  both 
shameful  and  unprecedented.  That  no  regular  courts  of 
justice  have  been  established  in  this  country  is  particularly 
pointed  at  in  my  inatructiona,  as  the  most  disreputable  defect 
in  hia  Highnesa's  govemiueut ;  yet  the  minister  seems  de- 
termined on  abolishing  even  the  shadow  of  so  necessary  aii 
institution.  The  office  of  chief  ju.sticc,  as  held  by  Molovy 
Morobine,  was  ever  nugatory,  but  now  it  ia  sunk  into  the 
lowest  contempt.  The  original  establishment,  inadequate  as 
it  was,  is  mouldering  away,  and  the  officers  now  attached  to 
it  arc  literally  starving,  as  no  part  of  their  allowance  has  beea 
paid  for  above  six  montha  past.    He  himself  baa  proposed  io 
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resign  his  appointment,  being  everv  way  precluded  from  a 
possibility  of  exercising  the  duties  of  it." 
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That  it  appears  by  the  said  letter,  and  the  papers  ther^ 
with  transmitted,  oa  well  as  other  documents  in  the  said 
correspondence,  that  in  consequence  of  the  distress  brought 
upon  the  Nabob's  finances,  certain  of  the  princes  his  bre- 
thren, the  children  of  Sujah  ul  Dowla,  the  late  sovereign  of 
the  coimtry,  were  put  upon  pensions  unsuitable  to  their 
birth  and  rank,  and  by  the  mismanagement  of  the  minister 
aforesaid,  (appointed  by  tlie  said  "Warren  Hastings,)  for  tiro 
years  together  no  considerable  part  of  the  said  inadequate 
pension  was  paid ;  and  not  being  able  to  maintain  the  at- 
tendants necessary  for  their  protection  in  a  city,  in  which 
all  magistracy  and  justice  was  abolished,  tbc)'  were  not  oulf 
liable  to  suffer  the  greatest  extremities  of  penury,  but  their 
lives  were  exposed  to  the  attempts  of  assassins.  The  condi- 
tion of  one  of  the  said  princes,  called  the  Xabob  Bahadur,  it 
by  himself  strongly  expressed  in  three  letters  to  the  said  re- 
sident Bristow,  the  first  dated  the  28th  of  December,  1783 ; 
the  second  the  7th  of  January.  1784 ;  and  the  third,  the  15tb 
of  January,  17S4 ;  wliich  letters  were  duly  transmitted  in  the 
despatch  of  the  29th  of  the  same  month  to  "Warren  Hastings, 
Esquire,  and  are  as  follow : 

"  Your  own  servant  carried  you  the  account  of  what  he 
himself  was  an  eye-witness  to,  after  the  affair  cf  last  night. 
These  nrc  the  particulars : — about  midnight  my  amit  receiv( 
twelve  wounds  from  a  ruffian,  of  which  she  died.     I  also 
ceived  six  successive  stabs,  which  alarmed  the  people  of  t! 
house,  who  set  up  a  shoutinjr ;  whereupon  the  assassin  run 
oflf.     Besides  being  without  food  or  the  means  of  providing 
any,  this  misfortune  has  befallen  me.    /  am  desirous  ofsend^^ 
ing  the  coffin  to  t/our  door.     It  is  your  duty,  both  for  tbiH 
sake  of  Grod  and  of  Christ,  to  execute  justice,  and  to  inquire 
what  liarm  I  have  done  to  the  murderer  sulficient  to  deserve 
assassiuation,  or  even  injury.     Vou  now  stand  in  the  place  of 
kit  Excellency  the  vizier.     I  request  3'ou  will  do  me  justicCi 
"Wliat  more  can  1  say  ?  " 

P.  S.  "  I  am  also  deeiioxiB  to  show  you  my  wouudji. 


AtfAJKaT  ITAMnZS  HASTIKOS. 


410 


From  the  same,  29th  January,  1784. 

"  You  have  been  duly  informed  of  all  the  circumstances 
relative  both  to  the  murder  of  the  innocent,  and  of  my  being 
wounded,  as  well  by  my  former  letter,  aa  by  the  meaaengcr, 
irhom  you  sent  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  my  health  ;  and 
I  have  every  reason  to  hope  from  your  known  kindness,  that 
you  will  not  be  deficient  in  seeking  out  the  assassin.  I  am 
at  this  moment  overwhelmed  in  jnisfortune.  Whilst  the  blood 
is  Rawing  from  my  wounds^  neither  J,  nor  my  children,  nor 
my  servants,  hare  loherewithal  to  procure  subsistence;  nor 
have  T  it  in  my  power  either  to  purchase  remedies,  or  to  re- 
ward the  physician — 'ri*  for  the  sake  of  God  alone,  tltat  he 
attends  me.  Thus  loaded  with  calamity  upon  calamity,  I  am 
unable  to  support  life,  for  I  find  no  relief  from  any  alBictiou 
either  day  or  night.  Do  you  now  stand  in  the  place  of  my 
^fether ;  grant  me  fresh  life  by  speedy  acta  of  benevolence. 
^K"For  these  last  two  years  his  Excellency  eatablished  a 
^PeiiBiou  for  me  of  twenty  thousand  rupees  ;  but  I  never  re- 
ceived the  full  amount  of  it.  either  last  year  or  the  year  be- 
fore. Should  it,  however,  be  paid  me,  though  inadequate  to 
my  desirea,  I  shall  atiU  be  enabled  to  support  myself.  From 
the  beginning  of  this  year  to  the  present  time  I  have  not  re- 
ceived a  farthing;,  nor  do  I  expect  any,  though,  if  you  afford 
protection  to  the  oppressed,  all  my  wishes  will  be  accom- 
plished. I  was  desiroua  of  waiting  on  you  with  my  family, 
that  you  might  be  an  eye-witnesa  to  their  condition ;  but 
t  was  advised  not  to  stir  out  on  account  of  ray  wounda. 
What  more  can  I  say  ?" 

^^Aefollowirtg  exlracts  are  made  from  tlie  titird  letter  from  the 
^H  same  prince;  dated  January  15,  1784. 

"The  particulars  of  the  late  and  unforeseen  misfortune, 
with  which  I  have  been  overwhelmed,  are  not  unknown  unto 
you ;  that  the  innocent  blood  of  my  aunt,  tfieprop  and  ruler 
of  my  familff,  was  shed,  and  in  the  same  manner  1  too  was 
wounded.  Until  now  I  feel  the  pain  and  affliction  of  my 
wounds ;  and  no  person  has  regarded  m.y  solicitations  for  re- 
dress, sought  after  the  assassin,  and  brought  him  to  condign 
putiishtnent,  yourself  excepted^ — "In  like  manner,  as  the 
honourable  governor-general  baa  adopted  my  brother  Saadut 
voik  iv«  3  s 
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Ally  Cawn  for  his  sou,  and  relieved  him  from  the  reiatiofl, 
uffliction,  and  dependeuce  of  tkis  place,  would  it  be  estraor- 
dinary,  that  you  also  should,  iu  your  bouuty  and  favour,  con- 
sent to  adopt  ine,  who  do  not  possess  tbe  necessaries  of  life, 
and  permit  me  to  attend  you  to  whatever  part  of  the  worW 
you  may  travel,  whereby  I  ehall  at  all  times  derive  honour 
and  advautiige  ?     Formerly,  us  three  brothers,  Saadut  AII7, 
Myrza  Jungly,  and  I,  the  poor  and  oppressed,  -vrere,  in  the 
presence  of  our  blessed  father,  whose  soul  rests  in  heaveii, 
treated  alike.     Now  the  ministers  of  this  government  put 
me  upon  a  footing  with  our  younger  brothers,  who  hare 
lately  left  the  ztsnana,  and  whose  expenses  are  small.    On 
this  scale,  which  is  iu  every  respect  insufficient  for  my  main- 
tenance, they  pay  the  pitiful  allowance  only  when  it  is  tJiar 
pleasure  tn  do  it.     IMy  situation  has  for  years  past  been  in* 
creasing  in  wrt^tchedness  to  a  degree,  that  /  am  in  want  of 
daily  bread,  and  my  servants  and  animals  are  dying  o/liungtr. 
My  distresses  are  so  great,  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  pa^  a 
daum  to  the  surgeons  for  the  cure  of  my  wounds ;  and  tluy 
too  are  discouraged  from  affording  me  their  assistance,  or 
furnishing  me  with  medicines.     How  then  is  it  possible  fi>r 
me  to  exist  ?     Considering  you  as  my  patron,  participating 
in  my  afflictions,  1  have  represented  the  circumstancea  con- 
cerning my  situation  ;  and  I  hope  from  your  friendship,  that 
you  will  honour  me  with  a  favourable  answer." 
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Tbe  resident  Bristow  did  also  receive  a  strong  applicati 
from  three  others  of  the  brethren  of  the  reigning  sovereign, 
called  Jlirza  Hyder  Ali,  Mirsa  Eunayut  Ali,  and  j\[irza  Svef 
All,  representing  their  very  pitiable  case,  in  a  letter  of  the 
9th  of  March,  17S3,  in  which,  among  other  particulars,  are 
contained  the  folloi.ving : 

"  Our  situation  is  not  fit  to  be  represented.  For  two  yean 
we  have  not  received  a  hubba  on  account  of  our  tuncaw, 
[assignment  on  the  revenue,]  though  the  miiii.sters  have  an- 
nually charged  a  lack  of  rupees,  and  never  paid  us  anything. 
Afier  all,  wc  are  the  sons  of  Sitja  ul  Dowla  I  It  is  surprising, 
having  such  a  friend  as  you,  our  situation  is  arrived  at  that 
pass,  that  we  should  be  in  distress  for  dry  bread  and  clothe*. 
Whereas  you  have  done  many  generoua  acts,  bo  pleased  w 
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io  show  US  your  faTour,  that  by  some  means  we  may  receive 
our  allowances  from  the  Cuuipimy'a  treuaury,  and  not  bo 
obliged  to  dcpeud  upou,  auU  stilioit.  others  for  it." 

K  XLVni. 

That  one  of  the  princes  aforesaid,  called  the  ^Mirza  Jungly, 
about  the  beginning  of  the  yeiir  17S3,  waa  obh'ged  to  fly 
from  the  doTiiiuioris  of  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  and  to  leave  his 
country  aud  connexions ;  and  as  the  resideut  Bristaw,  vrnU 
ing  from  Luckuow,  hath  observed,  "  he  went  to  try  his 
fortune  at  other  courts,  in  prefereuce  to  starving  at  home, 
which  might  have  been  his  fate  bv^  all  accounta  at  this 
place."  And  the  said  prince  sought  for  succour  at  the 
court  of  one  of  the  neighbouring  Mahomedan  princes ;  but 
conceiving  some  disgust  at  the  treatEient  he  met  with  there, 
he  departed  from  thence,  and  on  the  8th  of  February,  1783, 
arrived  at  the  Mahrattacamp,  while  David  Anderson,  Esquire, 
was  there  in  the  character  of  minister  plenipotentiary  to  the 
Company,  \vith  a  view,  if  hia  reception  there  should  not 
prove  answerable  to  hie  wishes,  to  pass  on  to  the  southward. 
And  the  said  Anderson,  probably  considering  thia  event  as 
of  very  great  importance  to  the  honour  of  the  British  govern- 
ment, as  well  as  to  its  interests,  on  the  one  hand,  by  exhibit- 
ing the  son  and  the  brother  of  a  sovereign  prince,  from  whom 
the  Company  had  received  many  millions  of  money,  a  fugitive 
from  his  country,  and  a  wanderer  for  bread  through  the 
courta  of  India ;  and  ou  the  other,  the  consequences  which 
might  arise  from  tlie  Mahrattaa  having  in  their  poasesaion, 
and  under  their  influence,  a  son  of  the  late  Nabob  of  Oude, 
did  without  delay  advise  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  of  the 
event  aforesaid ;  aud  he  did  also  vrrit^  to  Mi".  Bristow,  the 
resident  at  the  court  of  the  Nabob  vizier,  several  letters,  of 
the  9th  and  20th  of  Februarj^,  and  of  the  Gth  of  March  and 
6th  of  April,  1783,  in  order  that  some  steps  sliould  be 
taken  for  his  return,  and  eatabUshment  in  his  own  country. 
And  the  said  Anderson  did  inform  the  resident  Bristow,  in 
his  letter  aforesaid,  that  on  the  arrival  of  the  fugitive  prince, 
brother  of  the  reigning  sovereign  of  Oude,  at  the  Mahratta 
camp,  he  did  cause  his  tent  to  be  pitched  close  to  that  of 
Mr.  Anderson ;  but  finding  this  not  agreeable  to  the  Mah» 
ratta  general,  idciudia,  he  afterwards  removed :  and  that  ha 

2  o  a 


452 


ABTICLES   07    CHABOS 


eliowed  a  strotg  attacbment  to  the  English,  and  was  incliua 
to  throw  himself  upon  their  generosity ;  that  he  was  desirous 
of  going  to  Calcutta,  and  declared,  that  11*  he,  the  said  An- 
derson, "  would  give  him  the  smallest   encouragement,  ie  j 
would  quit  all  his  followers,  and  come  alone,  and  would  tatej 
up  his  residence  under  hia  protection."     And  the  said  An-  [ 
derson  did  declare,  that  he  thought  it  "  would  he  policj,  and 
much  to  the  credit  of  our  government,  that  some  provision 
should  be  made  for  Mirza  Jungly  in  our  territories." 

XLIX. 

That  the  said  Bristow  did  represent  the  aforesaid  circnm- 
stances  to  Hyder  Beg  Cawu,  minister  to  the  Nabob  of  Oude, 
declaring  it  his  opinion,  "that  hia  Highness' a  brothers  tbiw 
taking  refiige  with  a  foreign  prince  is  a  reflection  upon  the 
vizier,  and  it  would  be  advisable,  that  an  allowance  should 
be  granted  to  him  upon  the  footing  of  hia  brothers,  that  h 
might  remain  in  the  presence."  But  the  Nabob  was  in- 
duced to  rcfuae  to  his  brother  any  offer  of  any  allowance 
beyond  the  two  hundred  pounds  jier  month,  allowed,  bit 
Hot  paid,  to  his  other  brothers ;  and  which  the  said  prince 
did  observe  to  Mr.  Anderson,  "  that  it  was  not  only  inade- 
qruate  to  his  expenses,  but  infinitely  less  (as  the  truth  waa) 
than  what  his  E.xccllency  ha.s  settled  on  many  persons  of  in- 
ferior rank,  who  have  not  so  good  a  claim  to  hia  support: 
and  that  it  woidd  not  bo  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  live  at 
Lueknow,  where  all  his  friends  and  relations  were,  and  w 
many  of  hia  inferiors  lived  in  a  state  of  affluence."  l" 
case,  therefore,  it  could  not  be  increased,  he  requested  lc»Te 
to  live  in  the  Company's  provinces,  or  at  Calcutta,  for  ti»' 
in  any  of  these  aituationa  "  he  could  with  less  difficulty  regu- 
late his  expenses."  And  he  did  declare,  that,  if  his  request 
was  granted  to  him,  he  would  immediately  quit  all  his  pro- 
spects with  Scmdia.  To  these  propositions  he  received  • 
very  discouraging  answer  from  his  brother's  minister,  eoi* 
taining  a  positive  and  final  refusal  of  any  increase  of  alio*' 
anoe,  obtaining  only  the  Nabob's  permission  to  retire  xV> 
the  Company's  pro^nnces :  but  Mr.  Anderson  did  not  tnink 
himself  authorized  to  take  any  steps  for  the  prince's  retwit 
into  the  said  province  mthout  Scindia's  concurrence,  who, 
he  observed,  \?o\iVi.  \x^e  eHer^  ^st  to  detain  him ;  and  accord" 
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iDgly  did  offer  liim  the  command  of  a  battalion  of  infantry, 
to  bo  paid  directly  from  his  owti  treasury,  and  £6000  sterl- 
ing a  year  for  keeping  up  a  corps  of  horse,  and  to  settle 
ppon  him  a  landed  estate  of  £MJOO  a  year  as  a  proTision 
for  his  wife  and  children  ;  which  houourable  offers  it  appears 
he  did  accept,  and  did  and  doth  remain  iu  the  Maliratta 
service. 

L. 

That  duringf  the  whole  course  of  this  transaction  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  was  duly  advised  thereof,  first  by  a  very 
early  letter  from  the  said  Anderson,  and  afterwards  by  the 
resident  "Bristriw,  who,  on  the  23rd  of  April,  17S3,  transmit- 
ted to  him  hia  whole  con'espondence  with  Mr.  Anderson. 
But  what  answer  or  instructions  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
did  give  to  Mr.  Anderson  does  not  appear,  he  not  having  re- 
corded anything  upon  that  subject.  But  it  appeal's,  that  to 
the  resident  Bristow,  who  required  to  be  informed  whether 
the  reception  of  the  fugitive  prince  aforesaid  in  the  Com- 
pany's provinces  would  meet  his  approbation,  he  gave  no 
answer  whatsoever ;  by  which  criminal  neglect,  or  worse, 
with  regard  to  a  brother  of  an  ally  of  the  Company,  who 
showed  a  strong  attachment  and  preference  to  the  English 
nation,  and  by  suffering  him,  witiiuut  any  kno'wn  effort  to 

Srevent  it,  to  attach  himself  to  the  cause  and  fortunes  of  the 
lahrattaa,  who,  he  the  said  Hastings  well  knew,  did  keep 
up  claims  upon  several  parts  of  the  dominions  of  Oude,  and 
had  with  difficulty  been  persuaded  to  include  the  Nabob  in 
the  treaty  of  peace,  he  having  suffered  him  first  to  languish 
at  home  in  poverty,  and  then  to  fly  abroad  for  Bubsistence, 
and  afterwards  taking  no  step,  and  countenancing  no  negoti- 
ations, for  his  return  from  Ins  dangerous  place  of  refuge,  at 
the  same  time  that  several  of  hia  the  said  Hastings's  creatures 
had  each  of  them  allowances  much  more  considerable  than 
would  have  sufficed  for  the  satisfaction  and  comfort  of  him. 
the  said  fugitive  prince — was  guilty  of  a  liigh  crime  and  mis- 
demeanour. 

b  LI. 

That  the  indigent  condition  before  related  of  the  other 
brothers  of  the  Kabob  was  also  duly  transmitted  to  the  said 
Waireoi  Hastings,  but  he  did  never  order  or  direct  any  steps 
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whatsoever  to  Ij©  taken  towards  the  relief  of  tbe  family  of  a 
reigning  prince,  who  were  daily  in  danger  of  perishing  by 
famine  through  the  etVect  of  his  measures,  and  those  of  a 
person,  whom  he  supported  in  power  against  the  will  and 
inclination  of  the  said  prince  and  his  family. 

Ln. 

That  the  foregoing  instances  of  the  penury,  distress,  die- 
persion,  and  exile  of  the  reigning  family,  as  well  aa  the 
general  disorder  in  all  tho  aftairs  of  Oude,  did  strongly  en- 
force the  necessity  of  a  proper  use  of  the  British  influence 
(the  only  real  government  tlien  existing)  in  the  pro\'ince 
aforesaid,  for  a  regulation  of  the  economy  of  the  viziea-'a 
court,  aa  well  as  for  the  proper  administration  of  the  puhhc 
concerns,  civil  and  military,  which  were  in  the  greatest  dis- 
order ;  and  the  said  Warren  Hastings  was  under  obligation 
to  provide  for  the  same,  and  did  himself  undei-stand  it  to  be 
his  duty  so  to  do  ;  and  that  he  was  therein  warranted  by  the 
spirit  of  the  treaty  of  Chunar,  as  well  as  by  other  universal 
powers  of  control,  and  even  of  supercession,  supposed  by 
him  to  exist  in  the  relation  between  the  British  government 
and  that  of  Oude,  and  accordingly  he  did,  in  his  instnictiona 
to  the  resident  Middlcton,  to  wnich  he  required  his  most 
implicit  obedience,  direct  him  to  an  interference  in  and  con- 
trol upon  all  the  aftaira  concerning  the  revenues,  the  military 
arrangements,  and  all  the  other  branches  of  the  Nabob's 
government. 

LIII. 

That  upon  his  recall  of  the  said  Middleton,  he,  in  his  ia 
atructions  to  tho  resident  Bristow,  dated  23rd  of  October, 
17S1,  did  at  large  set  forth  tho  situation  of  the  eoui-t  and 
government  of  Oude,  the  aituntlon  and  character  of  the 
Nabob,  of  the  acting  minister,  and  of  the  British  resident  at 
that  court ;  and  did  plainly,  distinctly,  and  without  reserve, 
describe  the  extent  of  the  authority  to  be  exercised  by  the 
last  of  tbeae  persons,  as  well  aa  the  nnqualified  compliance 
to  be  expected  from  the  two  former.  And  he  did  accordingly 
declare,  that  "from  the  nature  of  our  connexion  with  the 
government  of  Onde,  and  from  the  Nabob's  incapacity,  a  ne- 
cessity will  for  ever  exist,  while  we  have  the  claim  of  a  subsid/ 
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upon  the  resources  of  his  country,  of  exercising  an  influence, 
and  frequently  auhstituting  it  ENTIRELY^  in  the  jAace  of 
an  avowed  and  constitutiimal  authority  in  the  administration 
f^ his  {the  Nabob's)  government;"^  und  he  did  further  in  the 
said  instructioriB,  namely,  in  instruction  the  fourth,  direct 
the  said  resident  in  the  words  following : — "  I  must  have  re- 
course  to  you  for  the  introduction  of  a  new  system  in  that 
government ;  nor  can  1  omit,  whilst  I  express  nij  reliance 
on  you  for  that  purpose,  to  repeat  the  Beutiments,  which  I 
expressed  in  the  verbal  iiistructious,  which  I  {^ave  at  your 
departure,  that  there  can  be  no  medium  in  the  relation  be- 
tween the  resident  and  the  minister^  but  either  the  resident 
must  he  the  slave  and  vassal  of  the  minister^  or  the  minister  at 
the  absolute  disposal  of  the  resident."  And  he  the  said  Hast- 
ings did  state,  in  the  same  article  of  the  instructiona  afore- 
said, that  though  the  conduct  of  the  said  Hjder  Beg  Khan 
liad  heen  highly  reprehenaihle,  and  that  he  was  much  dig- 
pleased  tliereat,  he  would  prefer  him  to  any  other,  on  ac- 
count of  his  ability  and  knowledge  of  buainesa,  with  the 
following  proviso,  "  if  he  would  submit  to  hold  his  office  on 
Buch  conditions  as  I  require.  He  exists  by  his  dependence 
on  the  induence  of  our  government.  It  must  be  advisable 
to  try  him  by  the  mode  of  conciliation ;  at  the  sain©  time 
that  in  your  final  conversation  with  him  it  will  be  neceasary 
to  declare  to  him,  in  the  plainest  terms,  the  footing  and  con- 
dition, on  which  he  shall  be  permitted  to  retain  his  place, 
with  the  alternative  of  a  dismisaion,  and  a  scrutiny  into  his 
conduct,  if  he  refuses  it.  In  the  first  place,  I  will  not  re- 
ceive from  the  Nabob,  as  his,  letters  dictated  by  the  spirit  of 
apposition ;  but  shall  consider  every  such  attempt  as  an  in- 
tuit on  our  government.  In  the  second  place,  I  shall  expect, 
that  nothing  is  done  in  hia  ofTicial  character  but  with  your 

iknowledge  and  participation." 
^  LIT. 

That  the  said  Hastings  having  described,  in  the  manner 
aforesaid,  the  relative  situation  of  the  resident  and  minister, 
he  did  state  also  the  relative  situation  of  the  said  minister 
and  his  master  the  Nabob,  declaring,  "  that  the  minister  did 
bold  without  control  the  unparticipated  and  entire  adminis- 
tration, with  all  the  powers  annexed  to  that  govenuneut; 
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the  Nabob  beirtg,  as  h*  ever  mttst  be  in  the  hands  c^some  per- 
aon,  a  mere  cipher  in  his"  [the  minister's].  And  ha\-ing 
thus  stated  the  subordination  of  the  minister  to  the  resident, 
and  the  subordination  of  the  Nabob  to  the  ininiater,  he  did 
naturally  declare,  "  that  the  first  share  of  the  reBponaibility 
would  rest  upon  the  said  resident."  And  he  did  turther  de- 
clare, "  that  the  other  conditions  did  follow  distinctly  in 
their  places,  because  he  did  consider  the  resident  as  respon- 
tibhfor  them" 

LV. 

That  for  the  direction  of  the  resident  in  the  exercise  of  bo 
critical  »  trust,  wherein  all  the  true  and  substantial  powers 
of  government  were  in  an  inverted  relation  and  proportion 
to  the  official  and  ostensible  authorities,  and  in  which  the 
said  HastingH  did  suppose  the  necessity  constantly  existing 
for  exercising  an  influence,  and  frequently  for  substituting 
entirelt/  the  British  authority  "  in  the  place  of  the  avowed 
and  constitutional  government,"  he,  the  said  Hastings,  did 
properly  leave  to  the  resident  a  discretionary  power  for  his 
deviation  from  any  part  of  hia  instructions ;  interposing  a 
caution  for  his  security  and  direction,  that,  as  much  as  he 
could,  he  would  leave  the  subject  free  for  his  (the  said  Hast- 
ings's) correction  of  it ;  and  would  instantly  tnibrm  him,  or 
the  board,  according  to  the  degree  of  its  importance,  with  his 
i>ea$on3  for  it.  ^ 

LVI.  " 

That  besides  the  institution  of  the  courts  of  justice,  as  be- 
fore recited,  four  other  principal  objects  in  the  reformatiou 
of  the  aflairs  of  Oude  were  expressly  recommended  to  the 
residents  Middleton  and  Bristow.  and  must  be  understood  to 
be  the  conditions,  upon  which  the  said  Hastings  must  have 
meant  to  have  it  understood,  that  the  acting  minister  of 
Oude  was  to  hold  his  employment,  namely,  the  limitation  of 
the  Kabob'a  personal  exj)euse8 ;  the  reduction  of  the  Na- 
bob's troops  m  number,  and  the  change  in  arrangement ; 
the  appointment  of  proper  collectors  for  the  revenues ;  and 
the  appointment  of  proper  officers  for  all  parts  of  the  exevxk' 
tive  administration. 


kOATSBT   WABBEN    HASTIXaS. 


457 


I 


LVII. 

That  the  first  object,  namely,  tliat  of  the  limitation  of  the 
Nabob's  peraouol  expenaes,  aud  separating  them  froin  the 
public  estnblishnnriits,  he  the  said  Hastings  did  stnte  as  the 
first  and  fundamental  part  of  his  rt-pidation,  and  that  upon 
which  all  the  others  would  depend  ;  aud  did  declare,  "  that 
in  order  to  prevent  the  vizier's  alliance  from  beitijj  a  clog  in- 
stead of  an  aid  to  tlie  Conipiuiy.  ike  most  essential  part  is  to 
limit  and  separate  hh  personal  disbursements  from  the  public 
accounts  :  tftep  must  not  exceed  what  he  lias  received  in  any 
of  the  last  three  years."  And  aa  to  the  public  treasury  and 
diBburseineuts,  he  the  s.aid  Hastiiir^s  did,  in  the  said  instruc- 
tions, wholly  withdraw  theiu  from  the  personal  management 
or  iuterference  of  the  Nabob,  and  did  expressly  order  and 
direct,  "  that  they  should  be  under  the  sole  managenieut  of 
the  ministers,  with  the  resident's  concurrence."  And  ou 
the  appoiutmciit  of  the  resident  Bristow  iu  October,  1782, 
he  the  said  Haatinga  did  ordi-rand  direct  hira  in  every  point 
of  the  inatructions  to  Middletou,  not  revoked  or  qualified  by 
his  then  instructions,  to  which  he  did  require  his  [the  said 
resident  Briatow'al  ''  most  attentive  and  literal  obedience." 

LVIII. 
Tliat  the  said  resident  Bristow  did,  in  consequence  of  the 
renewal  to  him  of  the  said  instructions  as  aforeaaid,  endeavour 
to  limit  and  put  in  order  the  Nabob's  expenses ;  but  he  was 
in  that  particular  traversed  and  counteracted,  and  iu  the  end 
wholly  defeated,  by  the  minister  Hyder  Beg  Kbin.  And 
though  the  obstructions  aforesaid,  agreeably  to  the  instruc- 
tiona  given  to  Middleton,  aud  to  him  the  said  Bristow,  were 
repreHeuted  to  the  said  Warren  Haatinga  by  the  resident 
aforesaid,  yet  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  give  no  kind  of 
Bupport  to  the  said  resident,  or  take  any  steps  towards  en- 
abling him,  the  said  resident,  to  effectuate  the  said  necessary 
limitation  and  distinbutiou  of  expenses,  bv  himself  the  said 
Hastings  ordered  aud  prescribed  :  nor,  if  he  disapproved  the 
proceedings  of  the  aaid  resident,  did  he  give  liim  any  in- 
Btruction  for  the  forbearance  of  the  same,  or  for  the  exerting 
\as  duty  in  any  other  mode  ;  nor  did  he  caU  for  any  illuatra- 
tiou  from  lim  of  anything  doubtful  in  hia  coiTeB|-oadeiieu, 
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DOT  state  to  him  anj  eomplamt  made  priratelj  of  liia  cod- 
dact,  in  order  to  receive  tnereon  an  explanation ;  but  he  i 
leaTC  kirn  to  pnmae,  at  his  discretion,  the  extensivi;  powe 
beAwe  deacribed,  to  effect  the  reformation,  -which  he  v 
dinetod  to  aeooaipliah  under  the  responsibility  denounced  i 
kim  aa  afiireaatd,if  he  Bhoold  fail  therein,  as  he  was  supposed  ttil 
be  anlMtaiitiilfy  mTestBd.  with  all  the  powers  of  government  j 

T.TY. 

Ulifc  iBileid  of  the  eajd  support  or  instruction,  he  tliel 
«hI  OHiaigi  ^d  countenance,  or  more  probably  cause  or  j 
dbvcfc,  a  irpreacntation  to  be  made  to  him  by  the  acting  I 
ttitiirtPT  of  the  y abob  of  Oude,  complaining  grievously  of  I 
Hm  vroceediiii^  of  the  resident  aforesaid,  as  usurpations  oa  I 
Ike  AaboVa  authoritr,  and  indignities  on  his  pennon.     And.] 
■Itkoagk  ke  tke  aai^   Hastings  did   instruct   the  residenfcj 
Ihistuw  to  inform  the  said  Hyder  Beer  KhAu,  that  he  would] 
not  reeeire  from  the  Xabob,  as  kit,  letters  directed  by  tb»j 
Bpirit  of  opposition,  but  should  consider  every  such  attempt] 
as  kis  [tke  minister's]  as  an  insult  on  our  government,  y( 
kedid  reoeiTe,  as  kis,  the  Nabob's  own  letters,  and  as  written' 
firom  the  impneasions  on  his  own  mind,  and  aa  the  suggestiom 
of  his  own  judgment,  letters  to  the  same  eflect  as  those 
written  by  the  minister,  although  he  had  declared  upon  re- 
cord, that  the  said  ^  Nabob  was  a  mere  cipher  in  his  tlie 
■aid  minister's  hands,"  and  "  that  he  had  dared  to  use  b<ith 
the  Nabob's  name,  and  eren  his  seal,  affixed  to  letters  either 
directed  to  the  Nabob,  or  written  as  from  him  without  his 
knowledge;"  and  although  he  did  assert,  or  record  aa  afore- 
said, that  in  a  letter,  which  he  had  lately  received  from  the 
Nabob,  the  minister  had  the  presumption  to  make  the  Nabob 
declare  that  which  was  tme,  to  he  false;  and  that  "  bis  mak' 
i»g  use  of  the  Nabob  in  such  a  manner  did  show  how  thin 
the  veil  was,  by  which  Ae  covered  Ais  oum  acts ;  and  that 
•ueh  artifices  would   only   tend   to  make   them    the  more 
criminal  from  the  JalsrAood  and  duplicity  irit/t  which  they  wtrt 
^Msoeiated."  J 

LX.  ' 

Th»t  the  said  Hastings  did  act  upon  the  letters  pretended 
to  be  written  br-  the  Nabobs  as  well  aa  on  those  actually 
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written  by  the  minister,  without  preriously  cc  mmimicatms 
the  matter  of  the  said  complaint  to  the  said  rc?3ideiit.  and  did 
give  credit  to  the  same;  aud  coming  as  aforesaid  from  a 
person  by  himself  (the  said  Hastint^s)  charged  with  artifice, 
lalsehood,  and  dupUcity,  and  with  abusing  to  his  own  evil 

{jurposes  the  name  and  seal  of  his  master,  is-itliout  his  know- 
edge,  and  without  any  previous  inquiry  into  the  facts  and 
circuuistauces  ;  aud  did  thereon  ground  an  accusation  against 
the  said  resident,  Bristow,  before  tlie  board  at  Calcutta,  in 
which  he  did  represent  the  conduct  of  the  said  Bristow,  in 
attempting  to  limit  the  household  expenses  of  the  Nabob,  as 
an  iridignity,  "  which  no  man  liWug,  however  mean  liia  rank 
in  life,  or  dependent  bia  condition  in  it,  would  permit  to  be 
exercised  by  any  other,  but  with  the  want  or  forfeiture  of 
every  manly  principle,"  And  he  did  further  accuse  the  said 
Bristow,  for  that  in  his  proceeriiujEfa  in  the  regulation  of  the 
Nabob's  household  "  he  should  receive  to  him  self,  or  Mr. 
Cowper  for  him,  or  a  treasurer  for  both,  (for  the  arrange* 
meut  has  never  been  well  defined.)  the  money  assigned  for 
the  support  of  the  Nabob's  liousebnld  ;  issue  it  as  he  pleased, 
not  to  tlie  Nabob,  but  to  the  menial  officers  of  bis  house- 
hold ;  dispose  of  his  superfluous  horses,  and  other  cattle ; 
determine  how  many  elephants  were  necessary  to  the  state 
of  the  vizier  of  the  empire ;  the  number  of  domestics  for  his 
attendance ;  and  pry  into  the  kitchen  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  the  quantity  of  victuals,  which  ought  to  be 
dreaaed  in  it ;  conti'ol  the  accounts  of  these  disbursements  ; 
and  appropriate  to  his  own  use  (for  that  the  consequence 
was  inevitable,  if  he  chose  it)  the  residue  produced  by  those 
economical  retrenchments," 

LXI. 

That  the  said  charge  is  malicious  and  insidious,  because  the 
attempt  to  introduce  proper  olTicers  for  the  management  of 
household  expenses,  so  considerable,  that  the  said  Hastings 
has  stated  the  allotment  for  the  same  at  £300,000  sterling 
yearly,  and  that  other  accounts  have  carried  it  to  £400,000 
sterling,  and  upwards,  and  to  keep  proper  and  regular  ac- 
counts thereof,  was  a  necessary  regulation,  aud  agreeable  to 
the  dignity  of  the  Nabob,  and  by  no  means  a  degradation 
either  of  iue  person  or  authority,  which  waa  specially  pro- 
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Tided  for  in  tlie  reguUtknis,  bb  no  expense  could  be  ini 
Vat  br  hia  own  personal  warnuit  under  his  sign  manual 
Bor  doth  there  appear  therein  aovthin^  but  what  is  a 
absolute  neeessitj  to  prerent  embeulement  to  bis  prejudice. 
And  the  said  Hastinga  boih  dedared,  in  the  5th  article  of 
the  iustructiona  to  the  said  resident,  that  no  administrstioB 
can  be  properlv  conducted  without  regular  offices  ;  and  that 
in  the  whole  prorinoe  of  Onde  "  there  was  not  one,  the  whole 
being  engrossed  bj  the  minister;"  of  which  minister,  in 
the  1-lth  article,  he  declares  his  suspicion,  that  the  Nabob 
did  not  receive  the  whole  and  punctual  payment  of  the  sum 
assigned  for  the  purpose  of  the  household,  tat  that  some  pi 
had  been  by  him  withheld  from  the  Xabob  ;  and  that,  fro' 
prirate  information  he  had  lately  received,  be  bad  reason 
believe,  that  this  was  actually  the  case.  And  the  said  Ha; 
ings  well  knew,  that  the  Nabob's  household  had  been  ill  co! 
ducted;  that  the  allowances  of  his  servants  had  not 
paid ;  that  his  distress  was  scandalous ;  and  that  his  neai 
relations  were  in  a  famishing  condition :  and  the  said  Hi 
ings  did  also  well  know,  that  the  household  of  the  Nabob  was 
provided  for  or  neglected  not  at  his  own  discretion,  but  at  t' 
of  the  said  Hyder  Beg  Eh4n ;  and  he  did,  in  the  14th  arti< 
aforesaid,  instruct  the  resident  Bristow  to  show  evi 
ostensible  and  external  mark  of  respect  to  the  Nabob,  in 
order  to  induce  him  to  become  himself  the  mover  of  every 
act  necessary  for  the  advancing  of  his  own  interests,  and  the 
discharge  of  his  debts  to  the  Company,  declaring  "that  they 
never  could  be  effected  while  the  minister  retained  that 
ascendency  over  hira,  which  he  at  present  holds  by  the  means 
of  a  nearer  and  more  prirate  intercourse,  and  by  aftecting  to 
be  the  mediator  of  his  ri^^hts  against  tlie  claims  of  our 
government." — And  the  said  Hastings  did  further  well  know, 
that  there  was  no  way  of  ascertaining  the  payment  of  the 
assignments  for  the  Nabob's  household,  either  for  the  genend 
purposes  of  their  destination,  or  to  the  particular  objects  to 
which  they  ought  to  be  applied,  without  regular  offices  of 
receipt  anil  of  account,  which  might  prevent  the  said  minister 
Hyder  Beg  Khan,  or  the  British  resident,  or  any  other,  from 
embezzling  or  misapplying  the  same.  But  the  total  want  of 
offices  aforesaid  in  every  department  of  government  did 
furuish  occasion  of  coucesding  all  frauds,  clandestine  presents, 
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OP  penaiona  to  a  govemor-general,  eommander-iu -chief,  or 
^^ther  servant  of  the  Com  pan  j. 


LXII. 


That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  who  did  pretend  bo  deep 
concern  for  the  indignities  8upf>osed  to  be  suffered  by  the 
Nabob  merely  in  the  limitation  and  regulation  of  unnecessary 
expenses  relative  to  hla  kitchen,  domeatics,  &c.,  did  show  no 
atteutiou  or  compassion  to  the  said  Nabob,  when  in  the  year 
1779  the  said  Nabob  represented,  that  the  pensions  of  hia 
old  servants  for  30  years,  tlie  expenses  of  hia  family  and  kit- 
chen, together  with  the  jaghirea  of  his  grandmother,  mother, 
and  aunts,  and  of  hia  brothers  and  dependents,  given  for  their 
support,  were  not  reffulated,  but  stopped. 

LXIII. 

That  the  other  articles  of  regulation,  namely,  the  reform 
of  the  troops  in  number  and  in  arrangement,  the  appoint- 
ment of  proper  collectors  for  the  revenues,  and  the  general 
constitution  of  oiHcers  for  the  extwutive  adminiatTation, 
were  in  like  manner  totally  defeated  by  the  said  Hyder  Beg 
Khan.  And  the  said  Hastings  did  receive  a  charge  from 
him,  and  did  adopt  it  as  his  own,  representing  the  cndea^ 
vours  of  the  resident  to  act  in  the  regulations  aforesaid  agree- 
ably to  the  spirit  of  his  instructions,  and  in  confidence  of 
the  powers  vested  in,  and  the  responsibility  imposed  upon, 
him  the  said  resident,  as  usurpations  of  the  authority  and 
prerogative  of  the  Nabob  5  and  he  the  said  Hastings  did 
make  criminal  charges  thereon  against  the  said  resident 
Bristow,  of  which  charges  the  council-board  did,  on  hearing 
the  same,  and  the  defence  of  the  said  Bristow,  fully  acquit 
him. 

L  LXIV. 

That  the  said  Hastings,  by  abetting  Hyder  Beg  Khin.  a 
person  described  by  him  as  aforesaid,  in  his  opposition  to  all 
the  plans  of  necessary  reformation  proposed  by  the  said 
Hastmgs  himself,  and  having  suggested  no  other  whatever 
in  lieu  thereof,  to  answer  the  purposes,  for  which  he  had 
stipulated  in  the  treaty  of  Chunar  for  the  interference  of  the 
resident  in  every  branch  of  the  Nabob's  government,  did 
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tbereby  frufitrate  every  one  of  the  good  ecnds  propoaed 
him  in  the  said  treaty  of  Chimar,  and  did  ^ossly  abuse  i 
trust  in  giving  the  exorbitant  powers  before  reeited,  and 
asserting  tlieni  to  exist  in  the  British  resident,  without  suf- 
fering tlieui  even  in  appearance  to  answer  any  of  the  propei 
and  juatitiablo  ends,  for  which  any  power  or  influeuco  can 
ought  to  exist  in  any  goverament. 

LXV. 

That  there  ia  just  ground  to  violently  presume,  that  not' 
only  the  letters  in  the  name  of  the  Nabob  afoi-esaid  were  dic- 
tated to  him  by  his  minister  Hyder  Beg  Khan,  in  whose 
hands  the  said  Hastings  has  described  his  master  to  be  "  a 
mere  cipher,"  &c.,  but  which  Hyder  Beg  was  the  known  iu- 
Btrumeut  of  the  said  Hastings  ;  but  that  the  conduct  and 
letters  of  complaint  of  the  said  Hyder  Beg  were  in  eft'ect  and 
substance  prescribed  and  dictated  to  him  by  the  said  Warrea 
Hastings,  or  hia  secret  agent,  Palmer,  by  his  direction ;  be- 
cause it  is  notorious,  that  the  powers  of  the  said  Hyder  Beg 
were  solely  supported  by  him  the  said  Hastings,  who,  ac- 
cording to  the  state  of  favour  or  displeasure  in  which  he 
stood,  bath  frequently  promised  him  support,  or  threatened 
him  with  dismission  and  puuishmeut ;  and  therefore  it  is  not 
to  be  thought,  that  he  would  take  so  material  a  step  as 
oppose  the  Company's  resident,  acting  under  the  instruct 
tions  of  the  govern  or- general  and  councilj  and  to  accuse  him 
with  BO  much  confidence,  and  in  a  manner  so  diflerent  from  ■ 
the  usual  style  of  supplication  on  all  other  occasions  em-  I 
ployed  by  that  court,  it  he  had  not  been  previously  well  as-  ' 
Bured,  that  his  writing  in  that  manner  would  he  pleasing  to 
the  person,  upon  whom  he  solely  depended  for  hia  power,  hia 
fortune,  and  perhaps  for  his  life.  Secondly,  because  when  it 
smtod  the  purposes  of  the  said  Hastings  on  a  former  occa- 
sion, that  ia,  in  the  year  178i,  to  remove  the  resident  Eristow 
aforesaid  from  his  office,  a  letter  from  the  Nabob  was  laid  be- 
fore the  council-board  at  Calcutta,  proposing,  that  in  order  to 
prevent  the  efiects  of  tlie  said  Bristow's  application  to  Eu- 
rope for  redress,  the  said  Haatinga  should  send  him  draught! 
of  letters,  which  ho  the  said  Nabob  would  write  in  his 
own  name  and  character  to  the  king,  to  his  Majesty's  minis- 
tens,  and  to  tie  court  of  <lirectore,  expressing  himself  intbo 
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letter  aforesaid,  in,  the  -words  following:  viz.  "to  pre^'ent 
hla  [Bristow's]  applying  to  Europe,  send  me,  if  you  think 
proper,  the  draughts  of  letters,  which  /  may  write  to  the 
king,  the  Tizier,  and  the  chiefs  of  the  Coiopany."  Thirdly, 
that  thoufjh  the  said  Hastings,  aud  hia  set-ret  agent  Palmer, 
did  pretend,  and  poaitively  assort,  that  they  had  no  sliare  in 
the  letters  aforesaid  from  the  Nabob  and  bis  minister,  there 
■was  an  original  note  to  the  Nabob's  letters  of  aecusation, 
referring  to  distinct  parts  and  specified  numbers  of  the 
agent  Palmer's  secret  correspondence  mth  the  aaid  Warren 
Hflstinga  ;  and  the  said  letter,  witli  the  said  reference,  was, 
through  inadvertence,  laid  before  the  board. 


i» 


LXVI. 


That  the  Bnid  Warren  Hastings  having  thrown  the  go- 
vernment of  Oude  into  great  confusion  and  distresa,  and 
thereby  prevented  the  discharge  of  the  debt,  or  pretended 
debt,  to  the  Company,  did  by  all  the  said  intrigues,  maehiiia- 
tions,  and  charges,  aim  at  the  tilling  the  said  office  of  resident 
ftt  Oude  with  his  own  dependents,  or  by  himself  personally, 
as  it  appears,  that  he  did  llrst  propose  to  place  m  the  eaid 
office  hia  secret  agent,  Palmer,  and  that  afterwards,  when  he 
was  not  able  to  succeed  therein,  ho  did  propose  nominally  to 
abolish  the  said  office,  hut  in  efieet  to  fill  it  by  himself;  pro- 
posing to  the  coujieil,  and  rendering  himself  responsible  (but 
not  in  fortune)  for  the  payment  of  the  Company's  debt 
within  a  certain  given  time,  if  he  were  permitted  and  com- 
missioned by  the  council  to  act  for  the  board  in  that  pro- 
vince ;  and  did  inform  them,  that  he  was  privately  well 
assured,  that  in  a  few  days  he  should  receive  an  invitation  to 
that  etlect;  and  he  did  state  (as  in  the  year  1781  he  had 
stated  as  a  reason  for  his  former  delegation)  "  that  the  state 
of  the  country  was  so  disordered  in  its  revenue  and  adminis- 
tration, and  the  credit  and  influence  of  the  Nabob  himself 
so  much  shook  by  the  late  usurpation  of  liis  authority,  and 
the  contests  which  attended  it,  as  to  require  the  accession  of 
an  extraieoua  aid  to  restore  the  powers,  and  to  reanimate 
the  constitution,  of  his  government;"  although  he  the  aaid 
Hastings  did  for  a  long  time  before  attribute  the  weakness 
of  hia  government  to  an  extraneous  interference.  And  the 
said  council,  on  his  engagement  aforesaid,  did  consent  there- 
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to;  and  he  did  aecordingly  receiTe  a  commission,  enablin 
bim  to  act  in  the  affairs  of  Oude,  not  only  as  tbe  rcBiden 
might  have  done,  but  as  largely  aa  the  council-general  rnightl 
legally  delegate  their  own  powers. 

Lxvn. 

That  the   said  "Warren  Haatinga,  in  accepting  the  saiil 
commisaion,  did  subject  hia  character  and  tbe  reputation  of] 
Ilia  oflBce  to  great  imputations  aud  suspicions  by  taking  upoa  " 
himself  an  inferior  office,  out  of  wliich  another  had  upon  lii« 
intrigues  been  removed  by  a  perpetual  obstruction,  wfcicb 
rendertnl  it  impossible  for  him  to  perform  his  duty,  or  to 
obey  his  instructions ;  and  he  did  increase  the  said  grounded 
Eiuspicions  by  exercising  that  office  in  a  government,  from 
whence  it  was  notorious  he  had  himself  received  an  unlawful 
gift  and  present  from  the  ministers,  and  in  which  he  had  no- 
toriously suflered  many,  aud  had  himself  actually  directed 
Bome,  acts  of  peculation,  bv  granting  various  pensions  and 
emoluments  to  the  prejudice  of  the  revenue  of  a  diatr^d 
country,  which  he  was  not  authorized  to  grant. 

Lxvni. 

That  tbe  said  Warren  Hastings  did  proceed  unto  the  saii^ 
province  of  Oude  under  colour  of  providing  a  remedy  for  tb« 
disorders  described  to  be  existing  in  the  same,  and  for  the 
recovery  of  the  Company's  pretended  debt.  And  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  who  had  thought  fit  to  recall  the  Com- 
pany's resident  appointed  to  that  office  by  the  court  of  di- 
rectors, and  to  suspend  bia  office,  did  notwithstanding,  of  his 
own  choice  and  selection,  and  on  hia  own  mere  authority, 
take  with  him  in  his  progress  a  large  retinue,  "  and  a  nu- 
merous BOL'ietj'  of  English  gentlemen,  to  compose  his  family," 
which  he  represeuta  as  necessary  ;  although  in  a  letter  from 
that  very  place,  to  which  he  took  that  very  numerous  society, 
he  informs  the  court  of  directors,  "  that  his  own  conseqnenoa^l 
and  that  of  the  nation  he  represents,  are  independent  q| 
Bhow;"  aud  allter  hia  arrival  there,  he  the  said  "Warren 
Hastinga  did  write  from  Lucknow,  the  capital  of  that  pro- 
Tince,  a  letter  dated  the  30th  of  April,  1784  to  the  court  of 
directors,  in  which  are  several  particulars  to  the  following 
purport  or  tenor,  and  which  he  points  out  to  the  directon 
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"  to  be  circumstances  of  no  trivial  information,"  namely, 
"  that  he  had  found,  that  the  lands  in  that  proriuce,  an 
well  as  in  some  parts  more  immediately  under  the  Company, 
have  Buffered  in  a  grievous  manner,  being  completely  es- 
LauBted  of  their  natural  moisture  by  the  total  failure  of  one 
entire  season  of  the  periodical  rains,"  with  a  few  eiceptions. 
which  were  produced  only  "  by  the  uncoituuon  labour  of  the 
husbandman."  And  in  a  letter  to  Edward  Wheler,  Esquire, 
a  member  of  the  eouncil-geueral  from  Benarea,  the  2l>tli  of 
September,  1784,  he  says,  that  "  the  public  revenues  had 
declined  with  the  failure  of  the  cultivation  in  three  success-' 
we  years;  and  all  the  stores  of  grain,  which  the  provi- 
dence of  the  husbandman  (as  he  waa  informed  is  their  custom) 
in  defiance  of  the  vigilance  of  the  aumils  [coliectora]  clandes- 
Unely  reserved  for  tltelr  own  use,  wore  of  course  exhausted,  in 
which  state  no  person  would  accept  of  the  charge  of  the  col- 
lections on  a  positive  engagement,  uor  did  the  rain  fall  till  the 
10th  of  Julv." — And  in  another  letter  dated  from  Benarea, 
the  lat  of  October  following,  he  repeats  the  same  accounts ; 
and  that  the  "  country  could  not  bear  further  additions  of 
expense ;  that  it  had  no  inlets  of  trade  to  supply  the  issues, 
that  were  made  from  it ;  "  [the  eiceptions  stateii  their  being 
inconsiderable  i\  "  therefore  evert/  rupee,  which  is  drawn  into 
your  treasury  [the  Company's]  from  its  circulation,  wiU  ac- 
celerate the  period,  at  which  its  ability  must  cease  to  pay 
even  the  stipulated  subsidy."  Notwithstanding  this  state  of 
the  country,  of  which  he  was  well  apprized  before  he  left 
Calcutta,  and  the  poverty  and  distress  of  the  prince  having 
been  frequently  but  in  vain  represented  to  him,  in  order  to 
induce  him  to  forbear  hia  oppressive  exactions,  he  did,  in 
order  to  furnish  the  council  with  a  colour  for  permitting  hira 
to  recall  the  Company's  resident,  and  to  exercise  the  whole 
powers  of  the  Company  in  his  own  person  mthout  any  check 
whatsoever,  or  witness  of  hia  proceedings,  except  the  persona 
of  hia  own  private  choice,  make  the  express  and  positive  en- 
gagement aforesaid,  which,  if  imderstood  of  a  real  and  sub- 
Btantial  discharge  of  debt  for  the  relief  of  the  total  of  the 
Company*s  finances,  was  grossly  fallacious ;  because  at  the 
very  time  he  must  have  been  perfectly  sensible,  that  in  the 
then  state  of  the  revenues  and  country  of  Oiide  (which  are 
in  efiect  the  Company's  fg venues,  and  the  Company's  ecim- 
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try)  tbe  debt,  or  pretended  debt,  aforesaid,  asserted  to  be 
about  five  hundred  thousand  pounds,  or  thereabouts,  could 
not  be  paid  without  eontraetiiig  another  debt,  at  an  uauriou* 
interest,  without  encroaching  oa  tbe  necessary  eatablisL- 
ments,  or  on  private  property,  or  on  the  pay  of  the  army,  or 
without  grievous  oppression  of  t!io  country,  or  all  these  to- 
gether. And  it  doth  appear,  that  one  hundred  thousand 
pouuda  towards  t!ie  said  payment  of  debta  was  borrowed  ai 
Calcutta  by  the  Nabob's  agent  there,  but  at  what  interest  i« 
not  known.  It  appears  alao,  that  other  sums  were  borrowfd 
for  arrear  of  the  interest,  on  which  £40,000  sterhug  apptara 
in  the  Company's  claimB  for  the  current  year,  and  that  vari- 
ous deductions  were  made  from  the  jaghires  restored  to  tbe 
begums,  aa  well  us  otlier  parts  of  the  Nabob's  family ;  and  it 
did  and  doth  appear,  that  an  arrear  is  still  due  to  the  old  and 
new  brigade,  but  whether  the  same  be  growing  or  not,  doth 
not  appear ;  yet  he  hath  not  hesitated  to  assert,  that  he  bad 
"  provided  for  the  complete  discharge  in  one  year  of  a  debt 
contracted  by  the  accumulation  of  many,  and  from  a  countn, 
whose  resources  have  been  wasted  and  dissipated  by  three 
Bucceasive  years  of  drought,  and  one  of  anarchy."  But  the 
said  Hastings  never  did  even  realize  the  payments  to  ba 
made  in  the  fii'at  year,  (aa  he  confesses  in  the  said  letter,) 
except  by  an  anticipation  of  the  second ;  and  though  be 
states  in  his  letter  aJbresaid  the  following  facts  and  ongag'!- 
uients,  that  is  to  say,  "  that  a  recovery  of  so  large  a  part  of 
your  property  [the  Company's]  will  aftbrd  a  seasonable  and 
Bubstautial  relief  to  the  necesaitiea  of  your  government,  and 
enable  it  (for  such  is  ray  confident  hope)  to  begin  on  the  reduc' 
tion  of  your  debt  at  interest  before  the  conclusion  of  this  year 
(I  mean  tbe  year  of  this  computation)."  Whereas  tlie  said 
iVarren  Hastings  did  apply  the  whole  produce  of  the  wve- 
nue  to  the  mere  pay  of  some  part  of  the  British  army  ii' 
Oude ;  and  did  not  mention  in  his  correspondence,  that  be 
bad  remitted  any  money  whatsoever  to  Calcutta,  nor  to  auj' 
other  place,  (except  the  fil'ty  thousand  pounds  taken  fTom 
Almas  All  Khiu,  and  said  to  be  remitted  to  Surat,)  for  tbaJ 
said  "  substantial  relief,"  in  consequence  of  the  said  prt^ 
tended  "  recovery  of  property,"  admitting,  that  it  had  been 
suggested  to  him,  and  not  hj  him  denied,  that  he  had  "  di** 
appointed  the  popular  expectation  by  not  adopting  tlw 
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policy,  "ffliich  he  had,  on  the  conception  of  better  grounds,  re- 
jected ;  nor  did  he  begin  the  reduction  of  the  interest  deht " 
at  the  time  stntod,  nor  at  any  time ;  but  the  whole  (lie  well 
knowing  the  stnte  of  the  country  from  whence  the  resources 
aforesaid  were  b^'  liim  promised)  was  a  premeditated  deceit 
and  imposition  on  the  board  of  council,  hia  colleagues,  and  on 
the  court  of  directore,  his  masters. 

^^  LXIX. 

f  That  no  traces  of  regulation  appear  to  have  been  adopted 

by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  during  hia  residence  at  Luclmow 
in  conformity  to  the  spu'it  and  inteutiona  of  the  treaty  of 
Chunar,  or  of  bis  instructions  to  Middleton  and  Bristow,  or 
of  the  proposed  objects  of  his  own  coaimission.  But  he  did, 
in  lieu  thereof,  pretend  to  free  the  Nabob's  goTomment  from 
the  interference  of  the  Company's  servants,  and  the  usurpa- 
tion (as  he  called  it)  of  a  resident,  and  thereby  to  restore  it 
to  its  proper  tone  and  energy  ;  whereas  the  meaaures  he  took 
were  such  as  to  leave  no  usef\il  or  responsible  superintend- 
ence in  the  British,  and  no  freedom  in  the  Nabob's,  govern- 
ment ;  for  he  did  confirm  the  sole,  unporticipated,  and  entire 
administration,  with  all  the  powers  atineied  to  the  govern- 
ment, on  the  minister  Hyder  Beg  Khan,  to  whom  he  pre- 
vailed on  the  Nabob  \'izier  to  commit  the  entire  charge  of  his 
revenues,  although,  he  knew,  that  his  master  was  a  cipher  in 
his  bauds ;  that  he  "  had  aflixcd  hie  seal  to  letters  written 
•without  Jiis  knowledge,  and  such  as  evidently  tended  to  pro- 
mote Hyder  Beg  Kbiu's  influence  and  interest;"  that  hia 
said  master  did  not  consider  him  as  a  minister  of  hia  choice, 
but  as  an  instrument  of  hia  degradation  ;  that  "  he  esists  as 
a  minister  by  hia  dependence  on  the  Calcutta  government ; 
and  that  the  Nabob  himself  had  no  other  opinion  of  him  ; 
that  it  is  by  its  declared  and  moat  obvious  support  alone,  that 
he  could  maintain  hia  authority  and  influence."  And  in  his 
instructions  to  his  secret  agent.  Major  Palmer,  dated  6th  of 
Slay,  17S2,  to  ease  his  mind,  and  remove  his  jejilousy  with 
regard  to  British  interference,  he  did  instruct  him,  "that 
much  delicacy  and  caution  will  be  required  in  your  declara- 
tions on  this  subject,  lest  they  should  be  construed  to  ex- 
tend to  an  immediate  change  in  the  administration  of  his 
affairs,  or  the  instruments  of  it.    Their  persons  must  be  coiv 
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eidered  as  sacred,  while  they  act  with  the  participation  of 
our  inflitence.    This  distinction  the  Nabob  understands;  nor 
will  it  be  either  necessary  or  proper  to  allude  to  it,  unless  te 
himself  should  first  introduce  the  subject."     And  the  said 
Hastings  did  assume,  as  to  a  dependent  of  the  lowest  order, 
to  prescribe  to  him  the  conditions,  ou  which  he  is  to  hold  his 
place ;  to  threaten  him  with  scrutinies  into  his  conduct,  m'th 
dismission,  with  punishment ;  that  he  was  guilty  of  falsehood 
and  duplicity ;  and  that  he  had  made  hia  master  assert  what 
was  true  to  be  false ;  that  he  suspected  he  had  withheld  from 
his  master  what  he  ought  to  have  paid  to  him — that  the 
event  of  hia  having  jurcraife/  on  the  Nabob  to  intrust  liim  as 
aforesaid  was,  according  to  hia  the  said  Hastings's  own  letter 
written  to  the  said  Hyder  Beg  Kh&n  himself,  "  an  ttccumula- 
tion  of  distress,  debasement,  and  dissatisfaction  to  the  Na- 
bob, and  of  disappointment  and  disgrace  to  me.    ETcry 
measure,  which  he  had  himself  proposed,  and  to  which  he 
had  solicited  my  assistance,  has  been  so  conducted  as  to  give 
him  cause  of  displeasure;  there  are  no  officers  estahhslM 
by  which  hia  afiaira  could  be  regularly  conducted;  mean, in- 
capable, and  indigent  men  have  been  appointed  aumils  of  the 
districts  without  authoriW,  and  without  the  means  of  pe^ 
Bonal  protection ;  some  of  them  have  been  murdered  by  the 
zemindars,  and  those  zemindars,  instead  of  punishment,  have 
been  permitted  to  retain  their  zemindaries  with  independent 
authority ;  ail  the  other  zemindars  suffered  to  rise  up  in  re- 
bellion, and  to  insult  the  authority  of  the  sircar,  wthout  ifflj^ 
attempt  made  to  suppress  them ;  and  the  Company's  deht, 
instead  of  being  discharged  by  the  assignments,  andext^ao^ 
dinary  sources  of  money  provided  for  that  purpose,  is  likdy 
to  exceed  even  the  amount,  at  which  it  etood  at  the  time,  ia 
which  the  arrangement  with  his  Excellency  was  concluded. 
The  growth  of  these  evils  was  early  made  known  to  me,  and 
their  effects  foreboded  in  the  same  order  and  manner  as  t/ii^ 
have  since  come  to  pass.    In  such  a  state  of  calamity  and  dia* 
^race,  I  can  no  longer  remaia  a  passive  spectator ;  nor  would 
it  be  becomiug  to  conceal  my  sentiments,  or  qvmlify  the  ex« 
pression  of  them.     I  now  plainly  tell  you,  that  yon  are  an* 
swerable  for  every  misfortune  and  defect  of  the  Nabob  vizier'l 
government." — And  after  giving  orders,  and  expressing  some 
hopes  of  better  behaviour,  he  adds,  "  if  I  am  disappointed^ 
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5U  will  impose  on  me  the  painiiil  and  humiliating  necessity 
acknowledging  to  him,  that  I  have  been  deceived,  and  of 
recommending  the  esamination  of  yonr  conduct  to  hia  justice, 
both  for  the  redrcBS  of  his  own  and  the  Company's  grievances, 
and  for  the  injuiy  sustained  by  both  in  their  mutual  con- 
nexion. Do  not  reply  to  me,  that  what  I  have  written  ia 
from  the  suggestion  of  your  enemies ;  nor  imagine,  that  I 
have  induced  rojeelf  to  write  iu  Huch  jdain  and  declaratory 
terma,  without  a  clear  insight  into  all  the  consequencea  of  it, 
and  a  fiied  determination  upon  them." 

LXX. 

That  the  aforesaid  being  the  tenor  of  the  power  of  the 
said  minister,  and  such  his  character,  aa  given  by  the  aaid 
Warren  Hastings  himself,  who  did  originally  compel  the 
Nabob  to  receive  him,  livho  did  constantly  support  him 
against  the  Nabob  his  master,  as  well  as  against  the  Com- 
pany's resident : — the  delivering  over  to  such  a  persou  his 
master,  his  family,  hia  coimtry,  and  the  care  of  the  British 
interests  therein,  without  control  or  public  inspection,  was  a 
high  crime  and  misdemeanour. 

LXXI. 

That  the  nest  person,  whom  the  said  Hastings  did  invest 
■with  power  in  the  said  countr/,  was  a  certain  opulent  and 
powerful  native  manager  of  revenue,  called  Almaa  Ali  Kh4n, 
closely  conBCcted  with  the  said  Hyder  Beg  Khan,  and  to 
whom  the  said  Hyder  Beg  Khan,  as  the  said  Hastings  has 
admitted,  "  had  intrusted  the  greatest  part  of  Ma  revenues, 
without  any  pledge  or  security  for  his  fidelity.'*  And  after- 
wards the  said  Hastings  charges  the  said  Almas  Ali  with  an 
intention  of  removing  from  the  Nabob's  dominions ;  he 
states,  "as  taking  with  him,"  and  therefore  being  possessed 
of,  "  an  immense  treasure,  the  fruits  of  his  embezzlementa  and 
oppressions,  and  an.  army  raised  for  its  protection." 

Lxxn. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  was,  or  pretended  to  be, 
impressed  wnth  the  evil  character,  dangerous  designs,  and 
immoderate  power  of  the  said  Almaa  Ali ;  that  he  did  insert, 
among  hia  instructioua  to  the  resident  Briatow,  an  order  of 
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a  dflBgerouB  and  iinwairatitable  natiire,  in  wliich  upon  Mb, 
the  eaid  Ilastings's,  simple  allepfation  of  crffencea,  not  accu- 
rately described  or  specified  with  regard  either  to  the  fact, 
the  nature  of  the  offence,  or  the  proof,  he  was  required  to 
urge  the  Nabob  to  put  him  to  death,  with  many  quaMca- 
tifins  in  the  said  ktstTuctians,  full  of  fraud  and  duplicity,  J 
calculated  to  inanare  the  said  resident  Bristow,  and  to  1 
throw  upon  him  the  responsibility  of  the  conduct  of  the 
eaid  Almas  Ali  Khan,  if  he  should  continue  at  large  contrary 
to  his  orders,  or  to  subject  him,  the  Baid  resident,  to  the 
shame  and  scandal  of  appreliendrng  and  putting  him  to  death 
by  means,  which,  in  the  circumetances,  must  necessarily  be 
Buch  aa  would  bo  construed  into  treachery ;  he  the  said 
Almas  Ali  Khkn  being  from  nature  and  situation  suspicious 
and  watchful,  and  being  at  that  very  time  in  the  collection, 
or  farmer  of  the  most  important  part  of  the  revenues,  with 
an  eitensive  jiirisdiction  annexed,  and  at  the  head  of  four* 
teen  thousand  of  hia  own  troops ;  and  baring  been  recently 
accepted  by  the  resident  Middleton  aa  security  for  large 
Bums  of  money  advanced  by  the  bankers  of  Benares  to  the 
use  of  the  East-India  Company  5  which  orders  (if  the  said 
resident  would  or  coidd  have  executed  them)  must  have 
raised  an  luiiversal  alarm  among  all  the  considerable  men  of 
the  country  concerned  in  the  government,  and  would  have 
been  a  means  of  subverting  the  public  credit  of  the  Company 
by  the  mxu"der  of  a  person  engaged  for  very  great  sums  of 
money,  that  had  been  advanced  for  their  use. — ^And  the  said,JH 
instructions  are  as  followeth  i  ^ 

"  If  any  engagement  shall  actually  subsist  between  them 
at  the  time  you  have  charge  of  the  residency,  it  must,  how- 
ever exceptionable,  be  faithfully  observed;  but  if  he  has 
been  guilty  of  any  criminal  offence  to  the  Nabob,  his  master, 
for  which  no  immunity  is  provided  in  the  engagement,  or  he 
ehall  break  any  one  of  the  conditions  of  it,  I  do  most  strictly 
enjoin  you,  and  it  must  be  your  special  c^n^  to  endeavour, 
either  by  force  or  surprise,  to  secure  his  person  and  bring  him 
to  justice.  By  bringing  Mm  to  justice  1  mean,  that  you 
urge  the  Nabob,  on  due  conviction,  to  punish  him  with  death, 
as  a  necessary  example  to  deter  others  from  the  commiasion 
of  the  like  crimes  j  nor  must  you  desist  till  this  is  effected.— 
I  cannot  prescribe  the  means ;  but  to  guaxd  myself  against 


Ji 


AGAUrST   WABBES   HASTrNOS. 


471 


the  oliloquy,  to  which  I  may  be  esposed  by  a  forced  miscon- 
Btruction  of  this  ordtT  by  those,  uho  may  herenfter  be  em- 
ployed in  searching  our  records  for  eavils  and  infm-mations 
agamat  me,  I  think  it  proper  to  forbid,  and  protest  against 
the  use  of  anj  fraudulent  arti/ice  or  treachery  to  accomplish 
the  end,  which  I  have  prescribed ;  and  aa  you  alone  are  privy 
to  the  order,  yon  will  of  course  observe  the  greatest  secre^cy, 
that  it  may  not  tranepire :  but  I  repeat  my  recommendation 
of  it,  aa  one  of  the  hret  and  moat  essential  duties  of  your 
le." 


^»pffic< 


LXXIII. 


That  among  the  rcasona  asaigned  for  putting  to  death  the 
said  Almas  Ali,  which  the  said  Haatiugs  did  recommend 
directly  and  repeatedly  to  the  resident,  "  as  one  of  the  first 
and  most  essential  duties  of  hia  office,"  was  in  substance, 
"that  by  his  extensive  trust  with  regard  to  the  revenues  he 
had  been  permitted  to  acquire  independency  \  that  the  means 
thereof  had  been  long  seen,  and  the  eifeeta  thereof  foretold, 
"by  every  person  acquainted  with  the  state  of  government 
except  those  immediately  interested  in  it :  "  and  he,  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  did  also  charge  the  said  Aluiaa  Ali  with 
embezzlement  of  the  revenues,  and  oppression  of  the  people  ; 
and  nothing  appears  to  disprove  the  same,  but  much  to  give 
ground  to  a  presumption,  that  the  said  Almas  Ali  did 
grievously  abuse  the  power  committed  to  him,  aa  farmer 
and  collector  of  the  revenue,  to  the  great  oppreeaion  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  countries,  which  had  been  rented  to  him 
by  Hyder  Beg  Klian,  with  the  knowledge  and  consent  of  the 
said  AVarren  Hastings. 

I  LXXIY. 

That  the  resident  Bristow,  declining  the  violent  attempt 
on  the  life  of  Almas  Ali,  deceitfuUy  ordered  by  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  did  on  weighty  reasons,  drawn  from  the 
spirit  of  the  saidHastings's  own  instructions,  recommend,that 
his  the  said  Almas  Ali  Khan's  farms  of  revenue,  or  a  great 
part  of  them,  should  be  on  the  expiration  of  his  lease  taken 
out  of  his  hands,  as  being  too  extensive,  and  supplying  the 
means  of  a  dangerous  power  in  the  country  ;  but  yet  he  the 
■aid  Waxren  Hastings  did  not  only  continue  him  iu  ttu* 
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possesaion  of  the  said  revenue,  but  did  give  to  him  a  new 
lease  thereof  for  the  term  of  five  years.  And  on  this  renova- 
tion and  increase  of  truat  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  not 
consent  to  produce  the  infortner,  wpon  whose  credit  he  had 
made  his  charge  of  capital  Crimea  on  the  said  Almas  Ali,  and 
had  directed  him  to  be  put  to  death,  or  call  upon  him  to 
make  good  hia  charges ;  but  inatead  of  this,  totally  changing 
hia  relation  to  the  said  Almaa  Ali,  did  liimBelf  labour  to 
procure  from  all  parts  attestations  to  prove  hira  not  guilty 
of  the  perfidy  and  disloyalty,  of  which  the  said  Hayings 
himself  appears  to  have  been  to  that  very  time  his  boTb 
acciii«er,  as  ho  hath  since  been  his  most  anxious  advocate;  but 
though  he  did  use  many  endeavours  to  acquit  Almas  Ali  of 
his  intended  flight,  yet  concerning  his  embezzlements  and 
oppresaiona,  the  most  important  of  all  eliarges  relative  to  that 
of  the  revenue  and  collection,  he  the  said  Hastings  hath 
made  no  inquiry  whatever,  by  wliieh  it  might  appear,  that  he 
was  not  as  tully  guilty  thereof  as  he  had  always  represented 
him  to  be.  But  some  time  after  he  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
ings  had  arrived  at  Lueknow,  in  the  year  1784,  he  suggested 
to  the  said  Almas  Ali  Kh&u  the  advance  to  the  Company's 
use  of  a  sum  of  money,  amounting  to  fifl:y  thousand  pounds, 
or  thereabouts  ;  and  the  said  suggested  advance  was  (as  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  asserts,  no  witness  or  document  of  the 
transaction  appearing)  "  cheerfully,  and  without  hesitation, 
complied  with,  considering  it  as  an  evidence  seasonabli/  offered 
for  tlie  general  refutation  of  the  charges  of  perfidy  and  dis- 
loyalty:  " — ^which  practice  of  charging  wealthy  personfl  with 
treason  and  disloyalty,  and  afterwards  acquitting  them  on  the 
payment  of  a  sum  or  money,  is  highly  scandalous  to  the  hon- 
our, justice,  and  government  of  Great  Britain ;  and  the 
offence  is  highly  aggravated  by  the  said  Hastings's  declaration 
to  the  court  of  directors,  that  the  charges  against  Almaa  Ali 
Khin  have  been  too  laboriously  urged  against  him  ;  and  car- 
ried at  one  time  to  such  an  excess,  as  luid  nearly  driven  him 
to  abandon  hia  country  "/or  the  preservation  of  his  life  and 
honour ;'''  and  thus  to  give  a  "colour  to  the  charges  them- 
selves,"  when  he  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  well  £iow,that 
he  himself  did  conBider  as  a  crime,  and  did  make  it  an  article 
in  a  formal  accusation  against  the  resident  Middletou,  that  he 
did  not  inform  him  the  said  Haatiugs  of  the  supposed  treasons 


d 


A^diSSST  WABEES    HASTIIfOS. 


473 


of  Almas  AJi  Khfiji,  and  of  hia  design  to  abandon  the  country, 
•when  he  himaelf  did  moat  laboriously  urge  the  charges 
against  him  ;  and  when  no  attempt  appears  to  have  been 
made  aga,iust  the  life  of  the  said  Almaa  Ali  Khiin,  except 
by  the  said  "Warren  Hastings  himaeli". 


Dy 


LXXT. 


That  the  enm  of  fifty  thousand  pounds  sterling,  or  there- 
abouts, publicly  takuu  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  as  an 
advance  for  the  use  of  the  Company,  if  given  as  a  considera- 
tion, or  fine,  on  account  of  the  renewal  for  a  long  term  of 
civil  authority  and  mUitary  command,  and  the  collection  of  the 
revenues  to  an  immense  amount,  the  same  being  at  least 
eight  hundred  thousand  pounda  sterling  yearly,  was  bo  totally 
inadequate  to  the  interest  granted,  that  it  may  justly  bo 
presumed,  it  was  not  on  that,  or  on  any  pubhc  ground  or 
condition,  that  the  aaid  Hastings  did  delegate,  out  of  all  reach 
of  resumption  or  correction,  a  lease  of  boundless  power  and 
enormous  profit,  for  so  long  a  term,  to  a  known  oppresaor  of 
the  country. 

■  LXXVI. 

That  "Warren  Hastings  being  at  Lucknow  in  consequence  of 
his  deputation  aforesaid,  did,  in  hia  letter  from  that  city,  dated 
30th  of  April,  1784,  recommend  to  the  court  of  directors, 
"  aa  his  last  and  ultimate  hope,  that  their  wisdom  would  put 
a  final  period  to  the  ruinous  and  disreputable  system  of  in- 
terference, whether  avowed  or  secret,  in  the  adaira  of  the  Na- 
bob of  Oude  ;  and  withdraw /or  ever  the  injiuence,  by  which 
it  is  maintained  ;  "  and  that  they  ought  to  confine  their  views 
to  the  sole  maintenance  of  the  old  brigade  stationed  in  Oude 
by  virtue  of  the  first  treaty  with  the  reigning  Nabob ;  ex- 
pressing himself  in  the  following  words  to  the  ooui't  of  di- 
rectors :  *'  If  you  transgress  that  line,  you  may  extend  the 
distribution  of  patronage,  and  add  to  the  fortunes  of  individuals, 
and  to  the  nomiual  riches  of  Great  Britain ;  but  your  otvn 
interests  will  suiler  by  it ;  and  the  ruin  of  a  great  and  once 
flourishing  nation  will  be  recorded  as  the  work  of  i/ojir  admin- 
istration, with  an  everlasting  reproach  to  the  British  name. 
To  this  reasoning  I  shall  join  the  obligations  of  justice  and 
goodfaithf  which  cut  off  every  pretext  for  your  exercising  any 
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power  or  authority  in  this  amntry^  as  long  as  the  sovereign  Cf 
it  fulfils  the  engagements  he  has  articled  with  you." 

LXX^TI. 

That  it  appears  by  tbe  extrflordinary  recommendflhoa 
aforesaid,  asserted  hj  tiim  the  said  Hastings  to  be  enforc 
by  the  '^obligations  of  justice  and  good  faith"  that  the  sail 
Warren  Hastings,  at  the  time  of  writing  the  said  letter,  bai] 
made  an  agreement  to  withdraw  the  Britieh  iuterfereucei 
repreaented  by  him,  "  as  a  ruinous  and  disreputable  system," 
out  of  the  dominions  of  the  Nabob  of  Oude.  But  the  in- 
Btrumcnt  itself,  in  which  the  said  agreement  ia  made,  (if  at 
all  existing,)  does  not  appear ;  nor  hath  the  said  Hastings 
transmitted  any  documents  relative  to  the  said  treaty,  fftich 
is  a  neglect  highly  criminal ;  especially  as  he  has  informed 
the  Company,  in  his  letter  from  Benares,  "  that  he  has  pro- 
mised the  Nabob,  that  he  wiD  not  abandon  him  tothecAa»«» 
of  any  other  mode  of  relation ;  and  most  confidently  given 
bim  assurance  of  the  ratification  and  conjirmation  of  thflt, 
■nliich  he  [the  said  Hastings]  had  established  between  hisgi)- 
vernment  and  the  Company;"  the  said  con/ident  assurance 
being  given  to  an  agreement  never  produced,  and  made  with- 
out any  sort  of  authority  from  the  court  of  directors;  an 
agreement,  precluding  on  the  one  hand  the  operation  of  the 
diaeretion  of  his  masters  in  the  conduct  of  their  aifairs,  ot, 
on  the  other,  subjecting  them  to  the  hazard  of  an  imputation 
on  their  faith,  by  breaking  an  engagement  confidently  madfi 
in  their  name,  though  w-ithoufc  their  consent,  by  the  first 
offic-er  of  their  government. 

That  the  said  Hastings,  further  to  preclude  the  operation 
of  such  discretionary  conduct  in  the  administration  of  thi>| 
kingdom,  as  circumstances  might  caU  for,  has  informed  t! 
directorsj  that  he  has  gone  so  far  as  even  to  condition  the 
existence  of  the  revenue  itself  with  the  exclusion  of  t!i9 
Company, his  masters,  from  all  interference  whatsoever ;  for  in 
his  letter  to  Mr.  Wheler,  dated  Benares,  20th  September, 
1784,  are  the  following  words  :  "  the  aumils  [collectors]  de*- 
manded,  that  a  chuise  should  he  inserted  in  their  engagements, 
that  they  were  to  be  in  fuU  force  for  the  complete  tent 
of  their  leases,  provided  that  no  foreign  authority  was  evet- 
deed  over  them ;  or,  in  other  words,  that  their  engagemenH 
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were  to  cease  whenever  they  should  be  interrupted  in  their 
functions  by  the  interference  of  an  English  agent.  This  re- 
quisition Tvaa  officially  notified  to  me  by  the  acting  minister, 
and  referred  to  nie  in  form  by  the  Nabob  vizier,  for  my  pre- 
vious consent  to  it ;  I  encouraged  it,  and  I  fjave  my  consent 
to  it."  And  the  eaid  ITastinga  has  been  gnilty  of  the  high 
presumption  to  inform  his  said  masters  that  he  has  taken  that 
course  to  compel  them  not  to  violate  the  assurances  given  by 
him  iu  their  name  ; — "  there  is  one  condition  [namely,  the 
above  condition]  which  essentially  connects  the  conjirmation  of 
the  settlement  itself  with  the  interests  of  the  Company." 

LXXVIII. 

That  the  said  "Warren  Hastings,  who  did  ehowan  indecent 
distruat  of  the  Company's  faith,  did  endeavour,  before  that 
time,  at  other  times,  namely,  in  his  instructions  to  hia  secret 
agent,  Major  Palmer,  dateJ  the  6th  of  May,  1782,  to  Limit 
the  confidence  to  he  reposed  in  the  British  government  to 
the  duration  of  hia  own  power,  in  the  following  words  in  the 
5th  article :  "  It  ia  very  much  my  desire  to  impress  the 
Nabob  with  a  thorough  confidence  in  the  faith  and  j  uatice  of 
our  government ;  that  is  to  say,  in  my  own,  while  I  am  at 
the  head  of  it :  I  cannot  be  anawerable  for  the  acts  of  others 
independent  of  me." 

LXXIX. 

That  the  said  "Warren  Hastings  did,  in  his  letter,  dated  Ben- 
ares, the  1st  of  October,  1784;,  to  the  court  of  directors,  write, 
"  that  if  they  [the  directors]  manifested  no  symptoms  of  an 
*  intended  interference,  the  objecta  of  hia  engagements  will  be 
obtained;  ^but  if  a  different  policy  shall  be  adopted,  if  new 
agents  are  scut  into  the  coiuatry,  and  armed  with  authority 
for  the  purposes  of  vengeance  or  corruption  (for  to.  no  other 
iciU  tliey  be  applied)  ;  ^if  new  demands  are  made  on  the  Na- 
bob vizier,  ^and  accounts  overcharged  on  one  side,  with  a 
wide  latitude  taken  on  the  other,  to  swell  hia  debt  beyond 
the  means  of  payment ;  ^if  political  dangers  are  portended, 
to  ground  on  them  the  plea  of  burthening  hia  country  with 
umiecessary  defences  and  enormous  Biibsidies ;  ^or  if,  even 
abstaining  from  direct  encroachment  on  the  Nabotis  rights, 
your  government  shall  show  but  a  degree  of  personal  Mndnett 
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to  the  partisans  of  the  late  usurpation,  or  by  any  conBtructiTe 
indication  of  partiality  and  dissatisfaction  furbish  growidi 
for  the  expectation  uf  an  approaching  change  of  system ;— I 
am  Borry  to  say,  that  all  my  laboura  will  proYo  abortive." 

T.XXX. 

That  all  the  tneasurefi  deprecated  in  future  by  the  said 
"Warren  Hastings,  with  a  reference  to  former  conduct,  in  Iii« 
aeverai  letters  aforesaid,  being  (so  far  aa  the  same  are  intel- 
ligihle)  six  in  number,  have  been  all  of  them  the  proper  acts 
and  meaaurea  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  hunself;  for  he 
did  himself  first  of  all  introduce,  and  did  al'terwards  continue 
and  support,  that  interference  (which  he  now  informs  the 
coui't  of  directors  "  ia  ruinous  and  disreputable,"  and  wbifh 
tho  very  si/mptoms  of  an  intention  to  renew  he  considers  in 
the  highest  degree  dangerous) ;   he  did  direct,  with  a  con- 
trolling and   absolute   authority  in    every  department  of 
government,  and  in  every  district  in  the  dominions  of  the 
]!f  abob  of  Oude — Secondly,  the  appointment  of  agents,  which 
was  eminently  the  act  of  his  own  administration ;   he  not 
only  retaining  many  agents  in  the  country  of  Oude,  both 
*^  secret  and  avowed,^'  but  also  sending  some  of  them,  in  de- 
fiance to  the  orders  of  that  very  court  of  directors,  to  whom, 
in  hia  said  letter  of  the  Ist  of  October,  1784,  he  assigns 
"  vengeance  and  corruption  "  as  the  only  motives  that  can 
produce  such  appoLutments.  —  Thirdly,   that   he  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  did  instruct  one  of  the  said  agents,  and 
did  charge  hiia  upon  pain  of  "  a  dreadful  responsibility"  to 
perform  sundry  acts  of  violence  against  persona  of  the  high- 
est distinction,  and  nearest  ^lation  to  the  prince ;  which 
acta  wei"e  justly  liable  to  the  imputation  of  "  vengeance  "  in 
the  execution,  and  which  he,  in  his  reply  to  the  defence  of 
IVIiddleton  to  one  of  hia  charges,  did  declare  to  be  liable  to 
the  suspicion  of  '^corruption  in  the  relaxation." — Fourthly^ 
that  he  did  raise  new  demands  on  the  vizier,  "  and  overcharge 
accounts  on  one  side,  and  take  a  wide  latitude  on  the  other," 
by  sending  up  a  new  and  before  unheard-of  overcharge  of 
four  hundred  thousand  pounds  and  upwards,  not  made  by 
the  resident,  or  admitted  by  the  vizier  ;    and  by  adding  the 
same,  did  swell  hia  debt  "  beyond  the  means  of  payment ; " 
oad  did  even  insert,  as  the  ninth  article  of  his  charge  agaiort 
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Midclleton,  "  his  omitting  to  take  any  notice  of  tte  additional 
balance  of  rupees  2(>,4S,571,  stated  by  the  accountant-general 
to  be  due  frum  the  vizier  on  the  30th  of  AprU,  17S0,"  to 
whicti  he  did  add  14  lacks  more,  making  together  the  ahove 
sum. — Fiftldy,  that  he  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  assign 
"political  dangers,"  in  Ida  minute  of  the  13th  December, 
1779,  for  burthenrng  the  said  Nabob  of  Oude  "  with  un- 
necessary defences  and  enormous  subsidies,"  with  regard  to 
which  he  then  declared,  "  it  was  our  part,  not  his,  (the  Na- 
bob's,) to  judge  and  to  detennine."~And  sixthly,  that  he 
did  not  only  show  the  design,  but  the  fact  of  personal  kind- 
ness to  the  partisans  of  what  he  here  calls,  as  well  aa  in 
another  letter,  and  in  one  uiiuute  of  consultation,  a  "  late 
Usurpation,"  he  having  rewarded  the  principal  and  most  ob- 
noxious of  the  instrnmetitB  of  the  said  late  usurpation,  (if 
Biich  it  was,)  Richard  Jolmson,  Esquire,  with  an  honourable 
and  profitable  embassy  to  the  court  of  the  Nizam. 

LXXXI. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  therefore,  by  assuming  an 
authority,  which  he  liimaelf  did  consider  as  an  usurj>ation, 
and  by  acts,  in  lirtue  of  that  usurped  authority,  done  in  his 
own  proper  person,  and  by  agents  appointed  by  himself,  and 
proceeding  (though  with  some  mitigation,  for  which  one  of 
them  waa  by  him  cenaurod  ajid  accused)  under  his  own  ex- 
preas  and  positive  orders  and  instructions,  and  thereby 
establishing,  as  he  himself  observed,  "  a  system  of  interfer- 
ence, disreputable  and  ruinous,  which  couTd  only  be  subser- 
vient to  promote  patronage,  private  interest,  private  embezsde- 
ment,  corruption,  and  vengeance,"  to  the  public  detriment  of 
the  Company,  "  and  to  the  ruin  of  a  once-flourishing  nation, 
and  eternally  reproachful  to  the  British  name  ;"  and  for  the 
evil  effects  of  which  system,  "  as  Ins  sole  and  xdtimate  hope" 
and  remedy,  lie  recommends  an  entire  abdication,  for  ever, 
not  oidy  of  all  power  and  authority,  but  even  of  the  interfer- 
ence and  influence  of  Great  Britain; — is  guilty  of  a  high 
crime  and  misdemeanour. 

K  Lxxxn. 

That  the  said  "Warren  Hastings,  in  his  letter  from  Chunar 
of  the  29th  of  November,  1781,  has  represented  that  very 


ABTTCXJHI  OF  CHASGD 


inflnence  and  interference  (which  in  three  public  papers  he 
denominates  "  a  late  usurpation  ")  ae  being  authorized  by  a 
regular   treaty  and  agreement,  voluntarily  made  with  tlifl 
Nabob  himself  at  a  place  called  Chunar  on   the  19th  of 
September,  1781,  a  copy  of  which  hath  been  transmitted  to 
the  court  of  directors ;  and  that  three  persona  were  present 
at  the  execution  of  the  same,  two  whereof  were  Middletou 
and  Johnson,  his  agents,  and  residents  at  Oude,  the  third, 
the  minister  of  the  Jfabob.     And  he  did,  in  his  paper  written  i 
to  the  council-general,  and  transmitted  to  the  court  of  direct- 
ors, not  only  declare,  that  the  said  interference  was  agreed 
to  by  the  said  Nabob,  and  sealed  witli  his  seal,  but  would  be  ^ 
highly  beneficial  to  him ;  assuring  the  said  council,  "  that  if 
the  resident  performed  his  duty  in  the  execution  of  his  [the 
said  Hastings' a]  instructions,  the  Nabob's  part  of  tlie  en- 
gagement will  prove  of  still  greater  benefit  to  him  than  to 
our  goTemment,  in  whose  behalf  it  was  exacted ;  and  that 
the  participation,  which  ia  allowed  our  resident  in  the  inspeC' 
Hon  of  the  public  treasure,  will  secure  tho  receipt  of  the 
Company's  demands,  whilst  the  influence,  which  our  govern- 
ment will  AL.  WA  YS  possess  over  the  public  minister  of  tkt 
Nabob,  and  the  authority  of  our  mvn,  will  be  an  effectual 
means  of  securing  an  attentive  and  faithful  dischai'ge  of  their 
several  trusts,  both  towards  the  Company  and  the  vizier." 

LXXXIII. 

And  the  aaid  Warren  Haatings  did  not  only  settle  a  plan, 
of  which  the  agency  and  interference  aforesaid  was  a  part, 
and  assert  the  beneficial  consequences  thereof,  but  did  also 
record,  that  the  same  "was  a  great  public  measure,  con- 
stituted on  a  large  and  established  si/stem,  and  destructive, 
in  its  instant  effects,  of  the  interest  and  fortune  of  many 
patronized  individuala ;"  and  in  consequence  of  the  said 
treaty,  he  the  said  Warren  Haatiuga  did  authorize,  and 
positively  require,  liis  agent  aforesaid  to  interfere  in,  and 
control  and  regulate,  all  the  Nabob^s  ujfairs  whatsoever ;  and 
i  the  said  Warren  Hastinga  having  made  for  the  Company, 
and  in  its  name,  an  acquisition  of  power  and  authority,  even 
if  it  had  been  abused  by  others,  he  ought  to  have  remedied 
the  abuse,  and  brought  the  guilty  to  condign  punishment, 
instead  of  making  another  treaty  without  their  approbatioi 
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consent,  or  knowledge,  and  to  this  time  not  communicated  to 
tbem ;  by  whicb  it  appears  he  haa  anuulled  the  former  treaty, 
and  the  authority  thereby  acquired  to  the  Company,  as  a 
grievance  and  usurpation,  to  which,  from  the  general  corrup- 
tion of  their  Bcrvnce,  no  other  remedy  could  be  apphed  than 
a  formal  renunciation  of  their  power  and  influence ;  for  which 
said  actings  and  doings  the  said  "Warren  Haatinga  ia  guilty 
^fa  high  crime  and  misdemeanour. 

H  LXXXIV. 

That  the  Company's  army  in  India  ia  an  object  requiring 
the  most  vigilant  and  constant  inspection,  both  to  the  happi- 
ness of  the  nativea,  the  security  of  the  British  power,  and  to 
itjj  own  obedience  and  discipline;  and  does  require  that  in- 
spection in  proportion  as  it  is  removed  from  the  principal 
seat  of  government ;  and  the  number  and  discipline  of  the 
troops  kept  up  by  the  native  princes,  along  with  British 
troops,  ia  also  of  great  moment  and  importance  to  the  same 
ends :  that  "Warren  Hastings,  Eaquire,  pretending  to  pursue 
the  same,  did,  in  virtue  of  an  authority  acquired  by  the 
treaty  of  Chunar  aforesaid,  give  strict  orders,  and  to  which 
he  did  demand  a  most  implicit  obedience,  that  all  officers  of 
the  Nabob's  army  should  be  appointed  "  with  the  concurrenee 
of  the  resident;"  and.  supposing  the  case,  that  peTsona  of 
obnoxious  description  or  of  kuown  disaffection  to  tue  British 
government  should  be  appointed,  (of  which  he  left  the  re- 
sident to  be  the  judge,)  he  did  direct  in  the  following  words: 
"  you  are  in  such  case  to  remonstrate  against  it ;  and  if  the 
vizier  should  persist  in  his  choice,  you  are  peremptorily,  and 
in  my  name,  to  oppose  it  as  a  breach  of  his  agreement ;' '  and 
he  did  also  direct,  that  the  "  Mootiana  [or  soldiers  employed 
for  the  collection  of  revenue]  should  be  reformed,  and  re- 
duced into  one  corps  for  the  whole  service ;  and  that  no  in- 
fantry should  be  left  in  the  Nabob's  service  but  what  may 
be  necessary  for  his  body-guard ;" — and  he  did  further  order 
and  direct  as  follows  :  "  that  in  quelling  disturbances  the 
commander  of  the  forces  should  asaiat  you  [the  said  resident] 
on  the  requisition  of  the  vizier,  commiLUiicftted  through  you 
to  him  [the  said  commander]  or  at  your  own  single  applica- 
tion. It  ia  directed,  that  the  regiment  ordered  for  the  imme- 
diate protection  of  your  office  and  person  at  Luc  know  shall 
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be  relieved  every  three  months,  and  during  its  stay  there 
eball  act  solely  and  exclusively  under  your  orders."  And  it 
appears  in  the  course  of  the  Company's  correspondence,  that 
the  country  troops,  under  the  Nabob's  sole  direction,  "wouJd 
be  ill-disciplined  and  unserviceable,  if  not  worse  ;  and  there- 
fore the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  order  that  "  no  infantry 
should  be  kept  in  his  service  ; "  yet  it  appears,  that  tlie  eaia 
Warren  Hastings  did  make  an  arrangement  for  a  body  of  m« 
tive  troops,  wholly  out  of  the  control  or  inspection  of  the 
British  government,  and  left  a  written  order  in  the  hands  of 
Major  Palmer,  (one  of  his  agents  who  had  been  continued 
there,  though  the  Company  was  not  permitted  to  employ 
any,)  to  be  transmitted  to  Colonel  Gumming,  as  soon  as  an 
adequate  force  shall  be  provided  for  the  defence  of  the  Na- 
bob's frontier  by  detachments  from  the  Nabob' t  own  batta- 
lions ;  the  said  Colonel  Cumming's  forces,  whom  the  others 
were  to  supersede  and  replace,  consisting  whoUy  of  infantry, 
and  which,  being  intended  for  the  same  service,  were  prolNi- 
bly  of  the  same  constitution. 

LXXXY. 

That  the  old  brigade  of  British  troops,  which  by  treaty 
was  to  remain,  had  been  directed  by  the  instructions  of  i' 
said  Hastings  to  the  resident  Middleton,  and  to  the  resid 
Bristow,  "  not  to  be  employed  at  the  requisition  of  the  vizier 
any  otherwise  than  through  the  resident;"  and  the  said  di- 
rection was  properly  given,  it  not  being  fit  that  Britisli 
troops  should  be  under  the  sole  direction  of  foreign  inde- 
pendent princes,  or  of  any  other  than  the  British  govern- 
ment ;  yet,  notwithstanding  the  proper  and  necessarv  direc- 
tion aforesaid,  be  the  said  Warren  Hastings  hath  left  the 
said  troops,  by  his  new  treatv,  with^t  any  local  control,  or 
even  inspection,  notwithstauding  hiafcowers  under  the  treaty 
of  Chunar,  and  his  own  repeated  omers,  and  notwithstand- 
ing the  mischiefs  and  dangers,  whiclmhe  said  Warren  Hast- 
ings did  foresee  would  result  thereftom,  if  left  under  the 
sole  direction  of  the  Nabob,  and  their  own  discretion,  the 
said  Hastings  having  stipulated  with  the  said  Nabob  not  to 
exercise  any  authority,  or  even  influence,  secret  or  avowed, 
IfdthiB  his  domiuiona. 
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LXXXVL 

That  the  crime  of  the  Baid  Warren  Hastings,  in  atteiiip1>- 
ing  thus  to  ahnnilon  the  British  army  to  the  sole  discretion 
of  the  Nabob  of  Dude,  is  exceedingly  aggravated  by  the  de- 
Bcription,  given  by  him  severally  of  the  said  Nabob  of  Oude, 
and  of  the  British  army  statioued  for  the  defence  of  his  do- 
minions ;  in  hia  letters  to  the  court  of  directors,  and  in.  his 
minutes  of  consultation,  and  particularly  in  his  letter  of 

immediately  ou  the  accession  of  tho 
Nabob,  he  did  inform  the  court,  "  that  the  Nabob  had  not, 
by  all  accounts,  the  qualities  of  the  head  or  heart,  which 
fitted  him  far  that  office,  though  there  was  no  dispute  con- 
cjmiug  hia  right  to  succeed;"  and  some  years  afterrvarda, 
ifhen  his  accounts  must  have  been  rendered  more  certain, 
lie  did,  in  his  minute  of  consultation,  of  the  15th  of  Decem- 
W,  1779,  (regularly  transmitted  to  the  court  of  directors,) 
ppon  a  discussion  for  withdrawing  certain  troops,  kept  up 
^  the  Nabob's  country  without  his  consent  by  him  tho  said 
W'arren  Hastings,  strongly  urge,  as  follows,  "  the  necessity  of 
liaintaining  the  iuflucuee  and  force,  which  we  possess  in  the 
t'ountry ;   that  the   disorders   of  his  state  [the  Nabob  of 
Oude's  state]  and  dissipation  of  his  revenues  are  the  effects 
^f  his  own  conduct,  which  hna  failed,  not  so  much  from  the 
llsual  effects  of  incapacity,  as  from  the  detestable  choice  he 
^la8  made  of  the  rakiiatera  of  his  power,  and  the  participation 
if  hia  confidence.     I  forbear  to  expatiate  further  on  his 
ahoracter ;  it  is  aufficient,  that  I  am  underatood  by  the  mem- 
bers of  this  board,  who  must  know  the  truth  of  my  allusions. 
3Mr.  Francis  [a  member  of  the  board]  surely  was  not  aware 
of  the  injury  he  did  me,  [^'^arren  Hastings,]  by  attributing 
to  the  spirit  of  party  the  character  I  gave  Asuph  xd  Dowla 
[the  Nabob  of  Oude] ;  he  huuself  knows  it  to  be  true  :  and 
it  is  one  of  those  notorieties,  which  supersede  the  necessity  of 
any  evidence.     I  icas  forced  to  the  allusion  I  made  by  the  im- 
putation cast  on  this  govSmment,  as  having  caused  the  evih, 
which  prevail  in  the  govern?itent  of  the  Nabob  of  Onde,  which 
I  could  only  answer  Ai/  ascribing  them  to  t/ieir  true  cause,  the 
character  and  conduct  of  the  Nabob  of  Oude."     And  the  re- 
sident (appointed  by  the  said  Hastings  against  the  orders  of 
Ihe  court  of  directors  aa  his  particular  coniidentfal  represent- 
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ative,  one,  whom  the  said  Nahob  did  himself  request 
be  continued  with  him,  t)tf  an  engagement  in  writing,  far 
ever)  did  some  time  before,  that  is,  on  the  3rd  of  January, 
1799,  asBure  the  said  Hastinga  aud  the  coimcil-general,  "tliat 
8Uoh  ia  Ilia  Excellency's  [the  Nabob  of  Oude's]  disposition, 
and  HO  entirely  has  he  lost  the  confidence  and  afiections  of 
his  subjects,  that  uulesd  some  restraint  ia  imposed  on  liim, 
whicli  would  effectually  secure  those,  who  live  under  the 

frotection  of  his  government,  from  violence  and  oppression, 
am  hut  too  well  convinced,  that  no  man  of  reputation  or 
property  will  long  continue  in  these  provinces."  iinJ  tliflt 
the  said  resident  [iruceeda  to  an  instance  of  oppression  and 
rapine  "  out  oi  mantf  of  the  Nabob^s,  which  has  caused  a  total 
disaffection  and  want  of  eonSdence  among  hia  subjects;  be 
hoped  tlie  hoard  would  take  it  into  their  Immano  considera- 
tion, and  intei'pose  their  influence,  and  prevent  an  act,  wliiet 
would  inevitably  bring  disgrace  upon  hiniaelf,  and  a  propor- 
tionable degi'ee  of  discredit  on  the  national  character  of  the 
Enghsh,  which  I  consider  to  be  more  or  leas  concerned  in 
every  act  of  his  adminiatration." 

LXXXYII. 

Tliat  no  exception  was  ever  taken  by  the  said  Wairen 
Hadtinga  to  the  truth  of  the  facts,  or  to  the  justness  of  the 
observation  of  the  said  resident,  which  he  did  tranamit  to  the 
coiu't  of  directors.  And  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  hi8 
letter  from  Chunar,  ilated  tbe  29th  of  November,  1781, 
speaking  of  the  restraints,  which  had  been  put  by  him  the 
said  Hastings  on  the  Nabob,  relative  to  hia  own  niootianfl,  or 
forces  for  collection  and  police,  and  the  necessity  of  giTin? 
the  resident  a  control  in  tlie  nomination  of  the  omcera  of  his 
army,  has  asserted,  "that  tbe  necessity  of  the  reservation 
arose  from  a  too  wcU  known  defeet  in  the  Nabob's  character; 
if  this  check  be  witlidrawn,  and  the  choice  left  absolutely  to 
the  Nabob,  the  first  commands  in  his  array  will  be  filled  witJV 
the  most  worthless  and  abandoned  of  his  subjects — his  ktft 
commander- in-chief  is  a  signal  and  scandalous  instance  of 
this."  J 

LXXXTHI.  \ 

And  the  said  Wairen  nastiuga,  in  his  letter  to  the  courl 
of  directors,  dated  Benares,  the  15th  of  October,  1784,  evfltt 
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«fter  he  tad  made  the  aforesaid  Tenimciatioa  of  the  Com- 
pany's authority  and  iulluence  to  the  Nabob,  did  write, 
"  that  the  Nabob,  tlioiigh  most  gentle  in  his  manners,  and 
endued  with  an  understaiidinu;  muoh  above  the  common 
level,  has  been  un/ortunateh/  bred  up  in  habits,  that  draw 
his  attention  too  much  from  liia  own  affairs,  and  often  sub- 
ject him  to  the  guidance  of  insidious  and  unworthy  conji- 
dants  ;"  "which,  though  more  decently  eipresaed  with  regard 
to  the  Nabob  than  in  hia  former  minutes,  Bubatantially 
agrees  ■with  them.  And  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  in- 
form the  court  of  directors,  after  lie  had  solemnly  covenanted 
to  withdraw  all  the  Company's  influence  on  the  assurances 
and  promises  of  a  person  so  by  himself  described,  that  for 
reasons  grounded  on  liia  kuowlcilge  of  the  imbecility  of  the 
tharaeter  of  the  Nabob  he  waited  in  a  frontier  town,  "  that 
le  might  be  at  hand  to  counteract  any  attempt  to  defeat  the 
effect  of  his  proceedings  at  Lucknow ;"  and  in  his  letter  to 
i£r.  "VVheler  Irom  the  same  place,  he  did  write  in  the  follow- 
iag  words ;  ''  I  am  still  near  enough  to  attend  to  the  first 
effects  of  the  execution,  aud  to  interfere  with  my  influence 
tor  the  removal  of  any  obstruetiona,  to  which  they  are  or 
inaY"  be  liable."  He  therefore  found,  that  there  was  none, 
or  but  an  insufficient  security  to  the  effect  of  his  treaty,  but 
in  his  own  direct  personal  violation  of  it.  Wliat  otherwise 
"was  wanting  in  the  security  of  the  Nabob's  engagements 
was  to  be  supplied  as  follows ;  "  the  most  respectable  per- 
sona of  his  family  will  be  employed  to  counteract  every  other, 
which  may  tend  to  war|>  him  from  it ;  and  1  am  sorry  to  say, 
that  such  assistance  was  wanting^  And  in  another  letter, 
"  that  he  had  equal  groimd  to  expect  every  degree  of  support, 
which  could  be  given  it  by  ihv  first  characters  of  his  family, 
who  are  warmly  and  zealously  interested  in  it :"  the  princi- 
pal male  clmracter  of  the  family,  aud  of  the  moat  influence 
m  that  family,  being  Sular  Jung,  uncle  to  the  Nabob  ;  and 
the  first  female  characters  of  the  family  being  the  mother 
and  grandmother  of  the  reigning  sovereign,  all  of  wliom, 
male  and  female,  he  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  aim  dry 
letters  of  hia  own,  in  thj  transmission  of  various  oflicial 
documents,  and  even  in  affidavits  studiously  collected,  and 
■•worn  before  Sir  Elijah  Impey  during  hia  short  residence  at 
Lucknow  and  Benares,  did  bimself  represent   as  persons 
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entirely  disaffected  to  the  English  povrer  va.  India,  as  having 
been  priucipal  promoters,  if  not  original  contrivers,  of  n 
general  rebellion  and  revolt  for  the  utter  extirpation  of  the 
English  nation ;  and  as  such  he  the  said  "Warren  Hastings 
did  compel  the  Nabob  reluctantly  to  take  from  them  their 
landed  estates ;  and  yet  the  said  Warren  Hastings  has  bad 
the  presumption  to  attempt  to  impose  on  the  East-Lidia 
Company  by  pretendincf  to  place  his  reliance  on  those  three 
persons  for  a  settlement  favourable  to  the  Company's  inter- 
eats,  on  hia  renunciation  of  all  their  own  power,  authority, 
nud  influence,  and  on  his  leaving  tlieir  army  to  the  sole  and 
uncontrolled  discretion  of  a  stranger,  meriting  in  his  opMon 
the  description  given  by  liim  as  aforesaid,  as  well  as  hy  hisi 
frequently  asserted  to  be  politically  incapable  of  supporting 
hia  own  power  wittiout  the  aid  of  the  forces  of  the  Companj- 
And  the  oftence  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  abandoaiflg 
a  considerable  part  of  the  British  army  in  the  manner  afore- 
said, is  much  increased  by  the  description,  which  he  has  him- 
self given  of  the  Btate  of  the  said  army,  and  particularly  of 
that  part  thereof,  which  is  stationed  in  the  Xuhnh  of  Oude'i 
dominions.     For  he  did  himself,  on  the  29tli  of  NovembiTT 
1781,  transmit  the  information  foUowing-,  on  that  subject,  to 
the  court  of  directore.  namely,  "  tliat  the  remote  stations  of 
those  troops,  placing  ibe  commanding  officers  beyond  the 
notice  and  control  of  the  hoard  [the  coimed-genei-fll]  at  Cal- 
cutta, afforded  too  much  of  opportunity  and  temptation  for 
unwarrantable  emoluments,  and  excited  the  contagion  qfptei*- 
iation  and  rapacity  throughout  the  whole  arrny  ;   a  most  W- 
markable  instance,  and  uucoutrovertible  proof  of  the  preval- 
ence of  this  spirit,  has  been  seen  in  the  court-martial  upon 
Captain  Erskine,  where  the  coiutj  composed  of  officers  of 
rank,  and  respectable  characters,  unanimously  and  honour- 
flbly,  (most  honourably,)  upon  an  acknowledged  fact,  acquitted 
hiui,  which  in  times  of  stricter  discipline  would  have  been 
deemed  a  crime  deserving  the  eeverest  punishment."     From 
which  representation  (if  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  not 
falsely   and   unjustly   aecuae    and  slander  the    Company's 
serrice)  it  appeared,  that  the  peculation,  which  infected  tho 
whole  army,  derived  from  the  taint  which  it  had  in  Oudc, 
and  BO  fatal  to  the  discipline  of  the  troops,  would  be  danger- 
ously increased  by  hia  treaty  and  agreement  aforesaid  with 


A 


AOAnraT  "WABEEir  hastengb.  485 

the  Nabob,  and  by  his  own  said  evil  comiBel  to  the  court  of 

rectors. 
LXXXIX. 

That  it  appears,  after  the  said  Warren  Hastinga  had,  on 
grouwds  80  disgraceful  to  the  British  nation  and  govern- 
ment, agreed  to  remove  for  ever  the  British  influence  and 
interl'ereace  from  the  gavernment  of  Oudo  ou  aecouut  of  the 
disorders  in  the  eaid  goverument,  solely  produced  by  his  OAvn 
criminal  acts  and  criminal  connivances,  that  he  did  overturn 
his  own  Kettlement  as  aooa  as  he  had  made  it ;  and  did,  after 
he  had  abolished  the  Company's  residency,  as  a  grievance, 
wholly  violate  his  o^vn  solema  agreeuieut ;  for  he  did,  for  hia 
private  purposes,  continue  therein  his  own  private  agent, 
Major  Palmer,  with  a  number  of  officers  aud  peusionera,  at  a 
■charge  to  the  revenues  of  the  country  greatly  exceeding  that 
Hf  the  establishment  under  Jfr.  Briatow,  which  he  did  repre- 
sent as  frightfully  enormous,  and  which  he  pretended  tc 
remove;  tlie  furmer  aiuounting  to  £112,950,  the  latter  only 
to  £64,202. 

xc. 

That  his  own  &ecr©t  agent,  Major  Palmer,  did  receive  a 
salary  or  allowance,  equal  to  £22,800  a  year,  out  of  the  dis- 
tressed proviuce  of  Oude  ;  aud  this  the  said  Palmer  did  de- 
clare not  to  he  more  than  he  absolutely  did,  really  and  bond 
fide,  spend ;  and  that  ho  had  retrenched  considerably  "  in 
some  of  the  articles,  since  the  expense  has  been  borne  hj  the 
vizier,  and  in  every  particular  he  made  as  little  parade  and 
appearauce  as  liis  station  woidd  admit,"  his  station  being 
that  of  the  said  Wajreu  Hastings's  private  agent.  But  if 
the  said  large  ?talary  must  he  considered  as  merely  equal  to 
the  expenses,  large  secret  emoluments  must  be  presumed  to 
attend  it,  in  order  to  make  it  a  place  advautageoua  to  the 
holder  thereof.  That  the  said  Palmer  did  apply  to  the  board 
at  Calcutta  for  a  new  authority  to  continue  the  said  estab- 
lishments, he  coQceivmg  their  continuance  "  after  the  period 
of  the  goveruor-gcnerara  departure  depeuded  upon  the  plea- 
Bure  of  the  hoard,  and  not  upon  the  authoriit/  of  the  governor- 
general,  under  the  sanction  of  which  they  were  established  or 
.eonfirmedr 
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XCI. 

That  tlie  said  \Yarren  Haatings,  in  order  to  ruin  the  resi- 
dent Bristow,  and  to  justify  himself  for  his  former  proceed- 
inga  resiK'tting  him,  did  bring  before  the  board  a  new  charge 
against  uinij  for  having  paid  a  large  establialiment  of  offices 
and  pensions  to  tbe  Company's  servants  from  the  revenues  of 
Oude  ;  and  the  said  Bristow,  in  making  his  defence  againat 
the  charge  aforesaid,  did  plead,  that  he  had  found  all  the 
allowances  on  his  list  established  before  kia  last  appointment 
to  the  residency ;  tbat  thej  had  grown  to  tlint  excess  in  the 
interval  between  his  first  removal  by  tbe  said  Warren  Hast- 
ings and   hia  re-appointment ;   and  baving  adduced  mimy 
reasons  to  make  it  nigbly  probahle,  that  the  said  Hastings 
was  perfectly  well  acquainted  with  it,  and  did  approve  of  the 
eipeuHive  establishments,  whieh  lie,  the  said  Bristow,  simply 
had  paid,  but  not  imposed,  he  did  allege,  besides  the  official 
assurances  of  hia  predecesBor  Middleton,  certain  facts,  as 
amounting  to  a  direct  proof,  that  the  governor-general,  Wa^ 
reu  Hastings,  was  not  averse  to  the  vizier's  granting  large 
salaries  to  more  than  one  European  gentleman ;  and  the  first 
instance  was  to  Mr.  Thomas,  a  surgeon,  who,  exclusive  o! 
bis  pay  from  tbe  Company,  wbicb  Maa  £14!40  a  year,  claimed 
from  the  vizier,  viitli  Mr.  Hastings's  knowledge,  the  sum  of 
£9763  a  year,  and  upwards,  malting  together  dEll,203  per 
anaum. — The  next  was  Mr,  Trevor  Wbeler,  who  did  receive  J 
upon  tke  same  cetablisbinent,  when  he  was  fourth  assistants 
at  Oude,  £6(.100  a  year ;  and  which  last  fact  the  said  Hast-     ' 
ings  has  admitted  upon  record,  "that  tbe  accusations  of  Jfr. 
Bristow  and  Mr.  Cowper  did  oblige  and  compel  him  to  ao 
knowledge,"  denying  at  tbe  same  time,  that  the  allowances 
of  the  residents  jliddleton  and  Bristow,  except  in  this  single 
instance,  were  ever  authorized  by  him ;   whereas  his  own 
agent  Palmer  did,  in  hia  letter  of  tbe  27th  of  Jlaix-h,  1785, 
represent,  that  the  said  salaries  and  allowances  (if  not  mon). 
and  larger)  wero  by  him  autborized  or  confirmed. 


XCII. 


That  the  aforesaid  Bristow  did  also  produce  the  following" 
letter  in  proof,  tliat  Mr.  Hastings  knew  and  approved  of 
large  ealaries  to  British  subjects  upon  the  revenues  of  Oudoi 
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and  wliich  he  did  declare,  that  nothing  but  tlie  necessity  of 
aelf-defence  could  have  induced  him  to  produce. 

"  Dear  Bristow, 

Sir  Eyre  Coote  has  some  field-allowancea  to  receive 
from  the  vizier;  they  amount  to  sicca  rupees  15.55-t  per  month, 
and  he  has  been  paid  up  by  the  vizier  to  the  20th  of  August, 
1782.  The  governor  has  directed  me  to  isrite  to  you,  to 
request  you  to  receive  what  is  due  from  the  vizier  from  tlie 
20th  August  last,  at  the  rate  of  Lucknow  sicca  rupees 
15,554  per  mouthj  and  Beud  me  a  hill  for  the  amount,  the 
receipt  of  which  1  will  acknowledge  in  the  capacity  of  Sir 
Eyre  Coote'a  attorney ;  and  the  governpr  desires,  that  you 
will  continue  to  receive  Sir  Eyre  Coote's  ficld-aDowanccs  at 
the  same  rate,  and  remit  the  money  to  me  as  it  comes  in. 

jL%Tn83.  )  (Sig^ned)  »  Charks  Craftesr 

xcrii. 

That  Sir  Eyre  Coote  aforesaid  was  at  the  time  of  the  sai 
field-allowances  not  serving  in  the  country  of  Oude,  on  which 
the  aaid  allowances  were  cnarged,  but  in  the  Carnatic. 


XCIY. 


u 

1 

I 


That  from  the  declaration  of  the  said  Hastings  himself 
that  it  was  the  conviction  of  Mr.  Bristow  and  Mr.  Cowper, ' 
that  eoidd  alone  oblige  and  compel  him  to  acknowledge  cer- 
tain of  his  aforesaid  practices,  and  that  nothing  but  the  neceg*^m 
tity  of  self-defence  could  have  induced  Mr.  Bri.stow  to  m.ikff^HI 
public  another,  and  much  stronger,  instance  of  the  same,  it 
is  to  be  ^nolently  presumed,  that  where  these  two,  or  either, 
or  both,  necessities  did  not  exist,  many  e\il  and  oppressive 
practices  of  the  said  Hastings  do  remain  undiscovered.  That 
if  it  had  not  been  for  the  contests  between  him,  the  snid 
Hastings,  and  the  resident  Bristow,  not  only  the  before- 
mentioned  particidars,  hut  the  whole  of  the  expensive  civil 
establish mente  for  English  servants  at  Oude,  would  havo 
been  for  over  concealed  from  the  directors,  and  from  parlia- 
ment ;  and  yet  the  said  Hastings  has  had  the  audacity  to 
pretend  so  complete  an  ignorance  of  the  facts,  that  repre- 
■entdng  the  vizier  aa  objecting  to  the  largeness  of  the  pay- 
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merits  made  by  Bristow,  and  stating  a  very  reduced  list, 
■which  he  was  willing  to  allow  for,  amounting  to  £30,000  a 
year,  the  said  Hastings  did  affect  to  be  alarmed  at  the  mag- 
nitude even  of  the  list  so  curtailed,  expressing  himself  aa 
foUowB,  in  his  minute  of  the  7th  of  December,  17S4 — "  for 
my  own  part,  when  the  vizier's  minister  first  informed  me, 
that  the  amount,  which  his  master  had  authorized,  and  waa 
■willing  to  admit,  for  the  charges  of  the  residency,  and  the 
allowances  of  the  gentlemen  at  Lucknow,  •was  25,()00  rupees 
per  month,  I  own  I  was  startled  at  the  magnitude  of  the 
sum,  and  was  some  days  hesitating  in  my  mind  whether  I 
could  with  propriety  admit  of  it."  Whereas  he  well  knew, 
that  the  three  sums  alone,  of  which  the  necessities  aforesaid 
had  compelled  the  discovery,  did  greatly  exceed  that  sum,  of 
which,  ut  the  first  hearing,  he  ali'ects  to  have  been  so  ex- 
ceedingly alarmed,  and  thrown  into  a  state  of  hesitation, 
which  continued  for  some  days ;  and  although  he  the  said 
Hasttuga  was  conscious,  that  he  had  at  the  very  time  au- 
thorized an  establiahmeut  to  more  than  four  times  the  amount 
thereof. 

xcv. 

That  in  the  said  deceits,  prevarications,  contradictions, 
malicious  accusations,  fraudiilent  coucealnients,  and  com- 
pelled discoveries,  as  well  as  ia  the  said  secret,  corrupt,  and 
prodigal  disposition  of  tlie  revenues  of  Oude,  as  well  aa  in 
hia  breach  of  faith  to  the  Naboh,  in  continuing  expensive 
establishments  under  a  private  agent  of  his  own,  after  he  had 
agreed  to  remove  the  Compauy's  ageut,  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  ia  guilty  of  a  high  offence  and  misdemeanour. 


I 


i 


Xyn.  IIAHOMED  EEZA  KHAN. 

I. 

That  it  was  the  declared  policy  of  the  Company,  ob 
acquisition  of  tlie  Duannee  of  Bengal,  to  continue  the  coun- 
try government  under  the  inspection  of  the  resident  at  the 
Kabob's  durbar,  in  the  first  instance,  and  that  of  the  president 
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and  council,  in  the  last ;  and  for  that  purpose  tbcy  did  eti- 
pulate  to  asai;^!!,  tor  the  support  of  the  dignity  of  the  Nahob, 
an  annual  aliowauce  from  the  revenues,  equal  to  four  hun- 
d  thousand  pounds  a  year. 


r 


II. 

That,  during  the  country  government,  the  principal  active 
person  in  the  administration  of  aifaira  for  rauk,  aud  ior  reput- 
ation of  probity,  aud  of  knowledge  in  the  revenues  and  tho 
laws,  was  Mahomed  Keza  Klifin,  who,  besides  large  landed 
property,  was  possessed  of  oHlees,  whose  emoluments  amount- 
ed nearly,  if  not  altogether,  to  one  hundred  thousand  pounds 
a  year. 

I 

That  the  Company's  servants,  in  the  beginning,  were  not 
conversant  in  the  affairs  of  the  revenue,  aud  stood  in  need  of 
natives  of  integrity  aiid  experience  to  act  in  the  management 
thereof.  On  that  ground,  as  well  ns  in  regard  to  the  rank, 
which  Mahomed  Eeza  Khan  held  in  the  country,  and  the 
confidence  of  the  people  in  him,  they,  the  president  and 
council,  did  inform  the  court  of  ilirectorfi,  in  their  letter  of 
the  SOtli  of  September,  17G5,  that  "us  Mahomed  Eexa  Khan'a 
short  axlminiatration  was  irreprnachable,  they  determined  to 
continue  him  in  a  share  of  tho  authority  ; "  and  this  inform- 
ation was  not  given  lightly,  but  was  founded  upon  an  in- 
quiry into  bis  conduct,  and  a  minute  examination  of  charges 
made  ag-iinst  him  by  his  rivals  in  the  itvaboh's  court^  they 
having  insinuated  to  the  Nabob,  that  a  design  was  formed  for 
deposing  him  and  placing  Mahomed  Eczaon  hi  a  throne;  but 
on  examination  the  president  and  council  declare,  that  "he 
had  so  openly  and  candidly  accounted  for  erm/  rupee  dia- 
bm"sed  from  the  treasury,  that  they  could  not,  without  injury 
to  his  character,  and  injustice  to  hia  conduct  during  his  short 
administration,  refuse  continuing  him  in  a  share  of  the 
government." 

I  ^ 

That  the  Company  had  reaaoa  to  be  Batisfied  with  the 
arrangement  made,  so  far  as  it  regarded  him  ;  the  president 
aud  council  having  informed  them,  in  the  following  year,  iu 
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their  letter  of  the  9th  of  December,  176G,  that "  the  large  in- 
crease  of  the  revenue  must,  in  a  g^at  measure,  be  ascribed  to 
Mr.  Sjkes's  assiduity,  and  to  Mahomed  Reza  Khan's  pro- 
fotind  knowledge  in  the  finances. ^^  ^h 

YI.  • 

Tliat  the  then  president  and  council,  finding  it  necessary  to 
make  several  reforms  in  the  administration,  were  principally 
aided  in  the  same  by  the  suggestion,  advice,  and  assistance  of 
the  said  Mahomed  Beza  Kliin  ■,  and,  in  tlieir  letter  to  the 
court  of  directors  of  the  2-lth  of  June,  1767,  they  state  their 
resolution  of  reducing  the  emoluments  of  office,  which  beforej 
had  arisen  from  a  variety  of  presents,  and  other  perquisitea^V 
to  fixed  allowances  ;  and  they  state  the  merits  ol  Mahomed 
Seza  Khan  therein,  as  well  as  the  importance,  dignity,  and 
responsibility  of  his  stsition,  in  the  foUowing  manner : 

"  Mahomed   Keza  Khan   has  now  of  himself,  wifh  great 
delicacy  of  honour,  represented  to  ua  the  evil  consequencea, 
that  must  ensue  from  the  continuance  of  this  practice ;  sine*, 
by  suffering  the  principal  oflicers  of  the  government  to  de- 
pend for  the  support  of  tlieir  dignity  on  the  precarious  fund 
of  perquisites,  they,  in  a   manner,  oblige  them  to  pursue 
oppressive  and  corrupt  measures,  equally  injurious  to  the     i 
country  and  the  Company;  and  they  accordingly  assigned™ 
twelve  lacks  of  rupees  for  the  maintenance  and  support  of  tli9  m^ 
said  Mahomed  Keza  Kh4n,  and  two  other  principal  persons, 
who  held  in  their  hands  the  most  important  employmenta  of 
that  government ;  having  regard  to  their  elevated  stations, 
and  to  the  expediency  of  supporting  them  in  all  the  show 
and  parade  requisite  to  keep  up  the  authority  aud  influence 
of  their  respective  offices,  aa  they  are  all  men  of  weight  and 
consideration  in  the  country,  who  held  places  of  great  trust 
and  profit  under  the  former  government.     We  fiirther  pro- 
pose, by  this  act  of  generosity,  to  engage  their  cordial  servio 
and  confirm  them  steady  in  our  interests,  since  they  canni 
hope,  from  the  most  successful  ambition,  to  rise  to  greati 
advantages  by  any  chance  or  revolution  of  affairs.     At  the 
same  time  it  was  reasonable  we  should  not  lose  sight  of  Ma^ 
homed  Jieza  Khan's  past  services ;  he  has  pursued  the  Com- 
pany's interest  with  steadiness  and  diligence;  his  abLUtiea 
qualify  him  to  perform  the  most  important  services.    Th« 
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unavoidable  charges  of  his  particular  situation  lue  great ;  in 
dignity  he  stands  second  to  the  Nabob  only ; — and  as  he 
engages  to  increase  the  revenues,  without  injustice  or  op- 
pression, to  more  than  the  amount  of  bis  salary,  and  to  rc- 
Unquish  those  advttutages,  to  the  amount  of  eight  lacks  of  rtipeet 
per  aJinitm,  which  he  heretofore  enjoyed,  we  thought  it  proper, 
in  the  distribution  of  salaries,  to  consider  Mahomed  Eeza 
Elian  in  a  light  superior  to  the  other  niinistera.  We  have 
only  to  observe  furtherj  that  great  ai^d  enormous  as  the  sum 
must  appear,  which  we  have  allotted  for  the  support  of  the 
iHinisters  of  the  goverumentj  wc  wiU  not  hesitate  to  pro- 
Dounce,  that  it  is  necessary  and  reasonable,  and  wiU  appear 
BO  on  the  consideration  of  the  power,  which  men  employed 
on  these  important  services  have,  cither  to  obstruct  or  pro- 
mote the  public  good,  unless  their  integrity  be  ctiuHrmed  by 
the  ties  oi  gratitude  and  interest." 

vn. 

That  the  said  Mahomed  Eeza  Khan  continued,  with  the 
same  diligence,  spirit,  and  fidelity,  to  execute  the  trust  re- 
posed in  him,  which  comprehended  a  large  proportion  of  the 
weight  of  government,  and  particularly  of  the  collections; 
and  his  attachment  to  the  interest  of  the  Company,  and  his 
eitenaive  knowledge,  were  again,  in  the  course  of  the  year 
1767,  fully  acknowledged  and  stated  to  the  court  of  directors: 
and  it  further  appears,  that  by  an  incessant  application  to 
business  his  health  was  considerably  impaired,  which  gave 
oecaeion  in  the  year  following,  that  is,  iu  February,  17GS,  to 
a  firesh  acknowledgment  of  his  services  iu  these  terms  :  "  We 
must,  in  justice  to  Mahomed  Eoza  Klian,  express  the  high 
Bense  we  entertain  of  his  abilities,  and  of  tlie  indefatigable 
attention  he  has  shown  in  the  execution  of  the  important 
trust  reposed  inhim  ;  and  we  cannot  but  lament  the  prospect 
of  losing  his  ecrvicea  from  the  present  declining  state  ol  his 
health." 

vin. 

(That  as  in  the  increase  of  the  revenue  the  said  Mahomed 
Eeza  KhSu  was  employed  as  a  person  likely  to  improve  the 
uroe  without  detriment  to  the  people,  90,  when  the  state  of 
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any  jrcrrince  seemed  to  require  a  remission,  he  was  emplojeJ 
as  a  person  disposed  to  the  relief  of  the  people,  without  fraud 
to  the  revenue ;  and  this  was  expressed  Dy  the  president  and 
council  as  follows,  with  relation  to  the  remissions  granted  in 
the  province  of  Bahar :  "  that  the  general  knowledge  of  Ma- 
homed Reza  Khan,  in  all  matters  relative  to  the  Dxiannee 
revenues,  induced  us  to  consent  to  such  deductions  hebg 
made,  from  the  general  state  of  that  province  at  the  las: 
poonah,  as  may  be  deemed  irrecoverable,  or  such  aa  may 
procure  an  immediate  relief  and  encouragement  to  the  lyots 
m  the  future  cultivation  of  their  lands." 

That  the  said  Mahomed  Eeza  KhAu,  in  the  execution  of 
the  said  great  aud  important  trusts  and  powers,  was  nnt  sa 
much  as  suspected  of  an  ambitious  or  eucroacliiug  spirit, 
which  might  make  him  dangerous  to  the  Company's,  tkn 
recent,  authority,  or  which  might  render  his  precedence  in> 
iurioua  to  the  consideration  due  to  his  colleagues  in  office; 
out,  on  the  contrary,  it  appears,  that  a  plan  ba\-ing  been 
adopted  for  dividing  the  administration,  in  order  to  remove 
the  Nabob's  jealousies,  the  same  was  in  danger  of  being  sub- 
verted by  the  ambition  "  of  two  of  hia  colleagues,  aad  the 
excessive  moderation  of  Mahomed  Reza  Khan."  And  for  a 
remedy  of  the  inconvcniencies,  which  might  arise  from  the 
excess  of  an  accommodating  temper,  tliough  attended  with 
irreproachable  integrity,  the  president  aud  couucd  did  send 
one  of  their  own  members,  as  their  deputy,  to  the  Nabob  of 
Bengal  at  his  capital  of  Musadavad ;  and  this  measure  »])• 

Sears  to  have  been  adopted  for  the  support  of  Mahomed 
l«za  Khan,  in  consequence  of  an  inquiry  made,  and  advite 
given,  by  Lord  Clive,  in  hia  letter  of  the  3rd  of  July,  1765; 
in  which  letter  he  expresses  himself  of  the  said  MahomMi 
Eeza  Khan,  as  foUowa  :  "  It  is  with  pleasure  I  can  acquiuii* 
you,  that  the  more  I  sev  of  Mahomed  Reza  Khdn,  the  strotigef 
M  mt/  conviction  of  Ms  honour  and  moderation;  but  that,  at 
the  same  time,  1  cannot  help  observing,  that  either  fix)iu 
timidity,  or  an  erroneous  principle,  he  is  too  ready  to  sub- 
mit to  encroachments  upon  that  proportion  of  power  tiiat 
liaa  been  allotted  him." 
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X, 

That  the  Nabob  Jaffier  Ali  KhSn  dying  in  Febniaiy,  1765, 
Mahomed  Eeza  Khan  waa  appointed  guardian  to  hia  child- 
ren, and  admniistratoT  of  his  omee,  or  regent,  which  appoint- 
ment the  court  of  directors  did  approve.  But  the  party  op- 
posite to  Mahomed  lieza  Kh4u  having  continued  to  cabal 
against  him,  sundry  accusations  wore  framed  relative  to  op- 
pression at  the  time  of  the  famine,  and  for  a  balance  due 
during  his  employment  of  collector  of  tlie  revemies ;  upon 
which  the  directors  did  order  him  to  be  deprived  of  his  ofEce ; 
and  a  strict  inquii-y  to  be  made  into  hia  conduct. 

■  XI. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  then  lately  appointed  to 
the  presidency,  did,  on  the  lat  of  April,  and  oii  the  21ith  of 
September,  1772,  Avrite  letters  to  the  court  of  directorSf  in- 
forming them,  that  on  the  very  nest  day  after  he  had  re- 
ceived (as  he  asserts)  their  private  order, "  adtlressed  to  him» 
self  alone,"  and  not  to  the  hoard,  he  did  despatch,  by  express 
messengers,  his  orders  to  Mr.  Middleton,  the  resident  at  the 
Nabob's  court  at  Muxadavad,  hi  a  public  character  and  trust 
with  the  Nabob,  to  arrest  in  hia  capital,  and  at  hia  court, 
and  without  any  previous  notice  given  of  any  charge,  his 
principal  minister,  the  aforesaid  IMahomed  Reza  Khan,  and 
to  brin^  him  down  to  Calcutta  ;  and  he  did  carefully  conceal 
his  said  proceedings  from  the  knowledge  of  the  board,  on 
pretext  of  hia  not  being  at;quaiuted  with  their  diapoBitions, 
and  the  influcnco  which  he  thought  that  the  said  Mahomed 
~  za  Kh4n  had  amongst  them. 


XII. 


That  the  said  "Warren  Hastings,  at  the  time  he  gave  his 
orders  as  aforesaid  for  arresting  the  said  Mahomed  'Reza, 
Khfln,  did  not  take  any  meaaures  to  compel  the  appearance 
of  any  other  persons  as  witneagee,  declaring  it  as  hia  opinion, 
"  that  there  would  be  little  need  of  violence  to  obtain  such 
intelligence  aa  they  could  give  against  their  former  master, 
when  hia  aiithority  ia  taken  from  him  j "  but  he  did  after- 
Wards,  ha  excuse  for  the  long  detention  and  impriBonment  of 
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the  said  Mahomed  Koza  Kh&n,  without  any  proofs 
obtained  of  his  guilt,  or  mcasiu'es  taken  to  hring  hiui  to  ^ 
trial,  assure  the  directors,  in  direct  contradiction  to  his  former 
declaration, "  that  the  influence  of  Mahomed  Heza  Khan  sti// 

Erevailed  generally  throuf^houfc  the  country,  in  the  ^Nabob's 
ouaehold,  and  at  the  capital,  and  was  scarcely  affected  br 
his  present  disgrace," — notwithstanding,  as  he,  the  said 
Hastings,  doth  confess,  he  had  used  hia  utmoat  endeavoun 
"  to  break  that  influence,  by  removing  hia  dependents,  and 
putting  the  direction  of  all  the  affairs,  that  had  been  eoni" 
mitted  to  his  care,  into  the  hauda  of  the  most  pmoerfd  or 
active  of  his  enemies ;  tliat  he  depended  on  the  actiWly  of 
their  hatred  to  Mahomed  Reza  Kh^n,  incited  by  the  espect- 
atioa  of  rewards,  for  investigating  the  conduct  of  the 
latter;  that  with  this  the  institution  of  the  new  Duannee 
coincided,  and  that  the  same  priuciple  had  guided  hiin  in  the 
choice  of  Mumiy  Begum  and  liajah  Gourdaas,  the  former 
for  the  chief  administratitjn,  the  latter,  [the  son  of  Jfiiud- 
comar,  and  a  mere  instrument  in  the  hands  of  hia  father,]  for 
the  Duannee  of  the  Nabob's  household,  both  the  dechred 
enemies  of  Mahomed  Eeza  Khan." 

XIII. 

That  although  it  might  he  true,  that  enemies  will  become 
the  most  active  prosecutors,  aud  aa  such  may,  though  und»!r 
much  guard  and  many  precautions,  be  used  even  as  witnesses ; 
and  that  it  ought  not  to  be  an  exception,  supposing  their 
character  and  capacity  otherwise  good,  to  the  appointing 
them  to  power ;  yet  to  advance  persona  to  power  on  the 
ground  not  of  their  honour  and  integrity,  which  might  have 
produced  the  enmity  of  bad  men,  but  merely  for  the  enmity 
itself,  Avithout  any  reference  whatsoever  to  a  laudable  cause, 
ajid  even  with  a  declared  ill  opinion  of  the  morals  of  one  of 
the  party,  such  as  was  actually  delivered  in  the  said  lett«T 
by  him,  the  said  Hastings,  of  Nundcomar,  (and  which,  tiros 
has  shown,  ho  might  also  on  good  ground  have  conceived  ot 
others,)  wag,  in  the  circumstances  of  a  criminiil  inquiry, » 
motive  highly  disgraceful  to  the  honour  of  government,  and 
destructive  of  impartial  justice,  by  holding  out  the  greatest  d 
all  possible  temptation  to  false  accusation,  to  corrupt  and  f>0 
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tioua  conspiracies,  to  perjury,  and  to  every  species  of  injuB- 
tice  and  oppression 

XIV. 

That  in  cons^quenee  of  the  aforesaid  motiTea,  and  otheiB 
pretended,  whicL  were  hy  no  means  a  sufficient  juatifieation 
to  the  said  Wan-en  Hnstitif^a,  he  did  appoint  the  woman 
aforesaid,  called  Munny  Begum,  who  had  been  of  the  lowest 
and  most  discreditable  order  in  society,  according  to  the  ideas 
prevalent  in  India,  but  from  whom  he  received  several  auma 
of  money,  to  be  guardian  to  tlio  Nabob  in  preference  to  hia 
own  mother,  and  to  administer  the  affairs  of  the  government 
in  the  place  of  the  said  JIahomed  lieza  Khan,  the  second 
Mussulman  in  rank  after  the  Js'ahob,  and  the  lirst  in  know- 
ledge, gravity,  weight,  and  character,  among  the  Musaidmen 
of  that  province.  And  in  order  to  try  every  method,  and  to 
take  every  chance  for  hia  destruction,  the  aaid  Warren  Hast- 
ings did  maliciously  and  oppressively  keep  him  under  con- 
finement, for  a  part  of  the  time,  without  any  inquiry,  and 
afterwards,  with  a  slow  and  dilatory  trial,  for  two  years 
together. 

XY. 

That  notwithstanding  a  total  revolution  in  the  power,  in 
part  avowedly  raado  for  hia  destruction,  the  persons  ap- 
pointed for  hia  trial  did,  on  full  inquiry,  completely  acquit 
the  said  Mahomed  Eeza  Khln  ot  the  criminal  charges 
against  him,  on  account  of  which  ho  had  been  so  long  per- 
secuted and  confined,  and  suifercd  much  in  mind,  body,  and 
fortune ;  and  the  court  of  directors,  in  their  letter  of  the 
3rd  of  March,  1775,  testify  their  satisfaction  in  the  conduct 
and  result  of  the  said  inquiry,  and  did  direct  the  restoration 
of  the  said  Mahomed  licza  KhiLn  to  liberty,  and  to  the 
ofiSces  which  he  had  lately  held,  which  comprehended  the 
management  of  the  Nabob's  household,  and  the  general 
Buperintendency  of  the  justice  of  Bengal ;  but  according  to 
the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  hia  appointments  were 
reduced  to  thirty  thousand  pounds  a  year,  or  thereabouts,  of 
which  he  did  make  grievous  complaint  on  account  of  the 
expenaea  attendant  on  hia  station,  and  the  heavy  debts, 
which  he  had  been  obliged  to  contract  during  his  unjust  per- 
Kcution  and  imprisonment  aforesaid. 
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XVI. 

That  on  the  removal  of  the  said  Mahomed  !R«za  Khiii] 
from  the  Biiperintendency  of  the  criminal  justice,  and  in  con* 
sequence  of  letting  the  province  of  Bengal  in  farm  by  tlie 
said  Warren  Haatinya,  several  dangerous  and  mischievoiu 
innovations  were  made  by  him,  the  said  Warren  HastinjB, 
and  the  criminal  justice  of  the  country  was  almost  wholly 
subverted,  and  great  irreg^ilarities  and  msordera  did  aetuflliy 
ensue. 

SYII. 

That  the  council -general,  establislied  by  act  of  parliament 
in  the  year  1773,  did  restore  the  eaid  Mahomed  Eeza  Ehh, 
with  the  consent  and  approbation  of  the  Nabob,  (but  under 
a  protest  from  the  said  Warren  Hastings,)  to  his  liberty, 
and  to  his  ofiices,  according  to  the  spirit  of  the  orders  given 
by  the  court  of  directors  aa  aforesaid  ;  and  the  court  of  di- 
rectors did  approve  of  the  eaid  appointment,  and  did  assure 
the  said  Mahomed  Eeza  KhAn  of  tneir  favour  and  protection, 
aa  long  aa  his  conduct  should  merit  the  same,  in  the  follow- 
ing termu :    as  "  the  abilities  of  Mahomed  Eeza  Khan  have 
been  sufficiently  manifested  ;    aa  official  experience  quaUfies 
him  for  so  high  a  station  in  a  more  eminent  degree  than  any 
other  native  with  whom  the  Company  has  been  connected 5 
and  as  no  proofa  of  maladmiiiiatration  have  been  established 
against  him,  either  during  the  strict  investigation  of  his 
conduct,  or  since  his  retirement,  we  cannot  under  aU  circuni' 
stances  but  approve  your  recommendation  of  him  to  the 
Nabob  to  constitute  him  his  naib.     We  are  well  pleased, 
that  he  has  received  that  appointment,  and  authorize  you  to 
assure  him  of  our  favour,  so  long  as  a  firm  attachment  to  tb 
interest  of  the  Companyj  and  a  proper  discharge  of  th« 
duties  of  his  station,  shall  render  him  worthy  of  our  proteo-! 
tion."     And  the  said  Mahomed  Heza  Kh4n  did  coutmue  to 
execute  the  same  without  any  complaint  whatsoever  of  mal« 
versatioD  or  negligence,  in  any  manner  or  degree,  in  his  sai4 
oiRce. 

XTTII. 

That  in  March,  1778,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  1 
colour,  that  the  Nabob  had  completed  his  twentieth 


( 


wid  had  deaired  to  be  placed  in  the  entire  and  uncontrolled 
management  of  his  owa.  affairs,  and  that  Mahomed  Reza 
Kh&ii  should  be  removed  from  his  office,  and  tlmt  Munny 
Begum  his  step-mother,  the  dancing-girl  aforesaid,  "  should 
take  on  herself  the  management  of  the  nizamut  [the  ffovem- 
tnent  and  general  superintendency  of  criminal  justice]  with- 
out the  interference  of  any  person  whataoever;*'    auil,  not- 
withstanding the  contradictions  in  the  pretended  applications 
from  the  Nabob,  with  whose  incapacity  for  all  affairs  he  was 
well  a/cquainted,  did,  in  defiance  of  the  orders  of  the  court  of 
directors,  and  without  regard  to  the  infamy  of  an  arrange- 
ment, made  for  the  evident  and  declared  purpose  of  deliver- 
ing not  only  the  family  with  the  prince,  hut  the  government 
Und  justice  of  a  great  kingdom,  into  such  iaeufficient,  cor- 
rupt, and  scandalous  hands  ;  and  though  he  has  declared  hia 
Opinion,  "  that  our  national  character  is  concerned  in  the 
•character  which    the    Nabob    may    obtain  in   the   public 
opinion,"  on  obtaining  a  majority  in  council,  witliout  any 
complaint,  real  or  pretended,  remove  the  said  Mahomed  Eeza 
from  all  his  oflSces,  and  did  partition  his  salary  as  a  spoil  in 
!the  following  manner : — to  Munny  Begum,  the  dancing-girl 
aforesaid,  nn  additional  allowance  of  seventy-two  thousand 
Tupees  [£7200]  a  year  ;  to  the  Nabob's  own  mother  but  half 
that  sum,  that  is  to  say,  36,000  rupees  [£3600]  a  year ;  to 
Ulajah  Gourdas,  son  of  Nundcomar,  (whom  he  had  described 
as  a  weak  young  man,)  72,000  rupees  [£7200]  a  year,  as 
controller  of  the  household  j  and  to   a  magistrate,  called 
Sudder  ul  Hock,  who  in  real  Bubserriency  to  the  said  Munny 
Begum  was  nomLnally  to  act  m.  the  department  of  criniinnl 
justice,  78,000  rupees  [£7800]  a  year ;  the  total  of  which 
allowances  eiceeduig  the  salary  of  Mahomed  Eeza  Khi\n  by 
18,000  rupees  [£1800]  yearly,  he  did,  for  the  coiTupt  and 
scandalous  purposes  aforesaid,  order  the  same  to  be  made  up 
from  the  Company's  treasury. 

XIX. 

That  Mr.  Prancia  and  Mr.  "Wheler  having  moved,  that  the 
eiecution  of  the  aforesaid  arrangement,  the  whole  expense 
of  which,  ordinary  and  extraordinary,  was  charged  upon  the 
Company's  treasury,  and  therefore  could  not  be  even  colour- 
■ably  disposed  of  at  the  pretended  wiU  of  the  said  Xobob, 
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might  be  suspended  until  the  pleasure  of  tlie  court  of  di« 
rectors  thereon  should  be  known ;  and  the  same  being  re- 
Bolved  agreeably  to  law  by  a  majority  of  the  council  then 
present,  the  said  Hastings,  iirging  on  violently  the  imme- 
diate execution  of  his  corrupt  project,  and  having  obtained, 
by  the  return  of  Bichard  Bar  well,  Esquire,  a  majority  in 
council  on  hia  own  casting  vote,  did  rescind  the  aforesaid  re- 
solution, and  did  carrj'  ruto  immediate  execution  the  afore- 
said most  unwarrantable,  mischievous,  and  scandalous  design- 

xx. 

That  the  conBequences,  ■vvhieh  might  be  expected  from 
such  a  plan  of  administration,  did  almost  instantly  flow  from 
it.  For  the  person  appointed  to  execute  one  of  the  cfBces, 
which  had  been  fllied  by  Mahomed  Reza  Khan,  did  sooo 
find,  that  the  eunuchs  of  Munny  Begum  began  to  employ 
their  power  with  superiority  and  iusolence  in  all  the  con- 
cerns of  government  and  the  administration  of  justice,  and 
did  endeavour  to  dispose  of  the  offices  relative  to  the  same 
for  their  corrupt  purposeB,  and  to  rob  the  Nabob's  aorvants 
of  their  due  allowances  ;  and  in  his  letter  of  the  Ist  Septem- 
ber, 1778,  he  sent  a  complaint  to  the  board,  stating,  "  tliat 
certain  bad  men  had  gained  an  ascendency  over  the  Nabob's 
temper,  by  whose  instigation  he  acts,"  And  after  comphun- 
ing  of  the  slights  he  received  from  the  Nabob,  he  adds,  "  thus 
they  cause  the  Nabob  to  treat  me,  sometimes  with  indignity, 
at  others  with  kindness,  just  as  they  think  proper  to  nJ^e 
him  :  their  view  is,  that,  by  compelling  me  to  displeasure  at 
moat  unworthy  treatment,  they  may  force  me  either  to  re- 
linquish my  station,  or  to  join  with  them,  and  act  by  their 
advice,  and  appoint  creatures  of  their  recommendation  to 
the  different  offices,  from  which  they  might  draw  profit  to 
themselves." 

XXI. 

That,  in  a  subsequent  letter  to  the  governor,  the  said  su- 
perintendent of  justice  did  inform  him,  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  of  the  audacious  and  corrupt  manner,  in  which  by 
violence,  fraud,  and  forgery,  the  eunuchs  of  Munnv  Begam 
had  abused  the  Nabob's  name,  to  deprive  the  judicial  and 
executory  oflilcBrs  of  juatice  of  the  salaries,  which  they  ought 
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to  hare  drawn  from  the  Company's  treasurj,  in  the  follow- 
ing words  : — "  Tho  Begum'a  ministers,  before  my  arrival, 
with  the  adrice  of  their  counsellors,  caused  the  Nabob  to 
aign  a  receipt,  in  consequenco  of  which  thej  received,  at  two 
different  times,  near  50,000  rupeea  [£5000]  in  the  name  of 
the  officers  of  the  adawlut,  fousdarj,  &c.,  from  the  Company's 
circara ;  and  having  drawn  up  an  account-current  in  the  man- 
ner they  wishedj  they  had  got  the  Nabob  to  aign  it,  and  send 
it  to  me."  And  in  the  same  letter  he  asserts,  "that  these 
people  bad  the  Nabob  entirely  in  their  power." 

XXII. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  upon  this  representation, 
didt  notwithstanding  hia  late  pretended  opinion  of  the  fitness 
and  the  right  of  the  Nabob  to  the  sole  administration  of  hia 
own  affairs,  authoritativeiy  forbid  him  from  any  interference 
therein,  and  ordered,  that  the  whole  shoidd  be  left  to  the 
magistrate  aforesaid  ;  to  which  tho  Nabob  did,  notwithstand- 
ing his  pretended  independence,  yield  an  immediato  and  un- 
reserved submission ;  for  the  said  Hastings's  order  being 
given  on  the  first  of  September  at  Calcutta,  he  received  an 
answer  from  Muxadavad  on  tho  third,  in  the  following  terras  r 

"  Agreeably  to  your  pleasure,  I  have  relinquished  all 

concern  with  the  aflairs  of  the  fouadarj'  and  adawlut,  leaving 
the  entire  management  in  Judder  ul  Hock's  hands."  Whicli 
said  circumstance,  as  well  as  many  others,  abundantly  proxies, 
that  all  the  Nabob's  actions  were  in  truth  and  fact  entirely 
governed  by  the  influence  of  the  said  Hastings ;  and  that 
however  the  said  Haetings  may  have  publicly  discouraged 
the  corrupt  transactions  of  the  said  court,  yet  he  did  secretly 
upboid  the  authority  and  influence  of  Munny  Begum,  who 
did  entirely  direct,  with  hia  knowledge  and  countenance,  all 
the  proceedings  therein.     For 

XXIII. 

That  on  the  I3th  of  the  Bame  month  of  September  he  did 
receive  a  further  complaint  of  the  corrupt  and  fraudulent 
practices  of  the  chief  eunuch  of  the  said  Mmmy  Begum ; 
and  these  corrupt  practices  did  so  continue  and  increase, 
that  on  the  10th  of  October,  1778,  he  was  obliged  to  confess, 
in  the  strongest  terms,  the  pemieioua  consequences  of  bis 
before-created,  unwarrantable,  and  illegal  arrangementa ;  for, 

2  K  2 


k 


600  ABTICIiEB   OF   CEA£e£ 

in  a  letter  of  that  date  to  the  Nabob,  be  expresses  himself 
as  followa :  "  At  your  Excellency's  request,  I  sent  Sudder 
ul  Hock  KhAn  to  take  ou  him  the  adminiatration  of  the  af- 
fairs of  the  adawlut  and  fouzdary,  and  hoped  by  that  meana 
not  only  to  have  given  satisfaction  to  your  Excellency,  hut 
that,  through  his  abilities  and  experience,  these  affairs  would 
have  been  conducted  in  such  manner  as  to  have  secured  the 
peace  of  the  country,  and  the  happiness  of  the  people ;  and 
it  is  with  the  greatest  concern  1  learn,  that  this  measure  ia 
BO  far  from  being  attended  with  the  expected  advantages, 
that  the  affairs  both  of  the  fouzdary  and  adawlut  are  in  the 
greatest  confusion  imaginable,  and  daily  robberies  and  mur- 
ders are  perpetrated  throughout  the  country.     This  ia  evi- 
dently owing  to  the  want  of  a  proper  authority  in  the  person 
appointed  to  superintend  them.     I  therefore  addressed  your 
Excellency  on  the  importance  and  delicacy  of  the  affairs  in 
question,  and  of  the  necessity  of  lodging  full  power  in  tlie 
bands  of  the  person  chosen  to  administer  them  :  in  reply  to 
which  your  Excellency  expressed  sentiments  co-incident  with 
mine ;  notwithstanding  which,  your  dependents  and  people, 
actuated  by  seljish  and  avaricious  views,  have  by  their  inter' 
ferencc  so  impeded  the  l/iisiness,  as  to  throw  the  whole  country 
into  a  state  of  confusion  ;  from  which  nolhivg  can  retrietf  it 
but  an  unlimited  power  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  sitpeivitfld- 
ent.     I  therefore  request,  that  yoiu*  Excellency  will  give  the 
strictest  injunctions  to  all  your  dependents  not  to  interfere 
in  any  manner  with  any  matter  relative  to  the  aifairs  of  the 
adawlut  and  fouzdary  5  and  that  you  will  yourself  relint^uisli 
all  interference  therein,  and  leare  them  entirely  to  the  man- 
agement of  Sudder  ul  Hock  Hian :  this  ia  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  restore  the  country  to  a  state  of  tranquillity."    And 
he  concluded  by  again,  recommending  the  Nabob  to  withdraw 
all  interference  with  the  administrator  aforesaid ;  "  otherwise 
a  measure,  which  I  adopted  at  your  Excellency's  request, 
and  with  a  view  to  your  satisfaction,  and  the  benefit  of  the 
country,  will  be  attended  with  quite  contrary  effccta,  and 
bring  discredit  on  me." 

XXIT.  d 

That  the  said  Hastings,  in  the  letter  aforesaid,  in  which 
0  80  strongly  condeains  the  acta,  and  so  clearly  marks  out 


ilie  miscbievous  effects  of  the  corrupt  influence,  imdep  which 
(tloue  the  Nahob  acted,  and  uuder  which  alone,  from  his 
known  incapacity,  and  his  dependence  on  the  person  sup- 
ported by  the  said  Hastings,  he  could  act,  did  propose  to 
put  all  the  otEces  of  justice  (which  on  another  occaaioa  ho 
had  requested  him  to  permit  to  remain  in  the  hands  which 
then  held  them)  into  his  own  disposal ;  telling  him,  or  rather 
the  woman  and  eunuchs,  who  governed  him,  "  that  if  hie  Ex- 
cellency has  any  plan  for  the  management  of  the  aflairs  in 
future,  be  pleased  to  communicate  it  to  me,  and  every  atten- 
tion shall  be  paid  to  give  your  Eicellency  satisfaction."  By 
which  means  not  only  partjcular  parts,  as  beforOj  but  the  whole 
fsystem  of  juatice,  was  to  be  afloat,  and  to  be  subject  to  the 
purposea  of  the  aforesaid  corrupt  cabal  of  women  and  eunuchs. 

XXV. 

That  the  court  of  directorsj  on  receiving  an  account  of  the 
above  arrangements,  and  being  well  apprized  of  the  spirit,  in- 
tention, and  probable  effect  of  the  same,  did,  in  a  clear,  firm, 
and  decisive  manner,  express  their  condemnation  of  the  mea- 
sure, and  their  rejection  and  reprobation  of  all  the  pretended 
grounds  and  reasons,  on  which  the  same  was  supported ; 
marking  distinctly  his  prevarication  and  contradictious  in  the 
same,  and  pointing  to  him  their  full  conviction  of  the  im- 
worthy  motivea,  on  which  he  had  made  bo  shameful  an  ar- 
rangement; telling  him,  in  the  17th  paragraph  of  their 
general  letter,  of  the  4th  of  Tebruar)'^,  1779,  "  the  Nabob's 
letters  of  the  25th  and  30th  of  August,  of  the  3rd  of  Sep- 
tember, and  17th  of  November,  leave  us  no  doubt  of  the  true 
design  of  this  extraordinary  husincse  being  to  hrhtg  forward 
Munny  Begum,  and  again  to  invest  her  with  improper  power 
and  influence,  notwithstanding  our  former  declaration,  that 
BO  great  a  part  of  the  Nabob's  allowance  had  been  embezzled 
and  misapplied  under  her  superintendence." 

^  XXVI. 

That  in  conHequenoe  of  the  censure  and  condemnation  of 
the  unwarrantable  measures  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  by 
the  conrt  of  directors,  on  the  aforesaid  and  other  weighty 
and  substantial  grounds,  they  did  order  and  direct  aa  foUowa, 
in  the  20th  psiragraph  of  the  general  letter  of  the  same  date . 
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"  As  we  deem  it  for  the  -welfare  of  the  country,  thai  the  office 
of  naib  soubadar  be  for  the  present  continued,  and  that  tliu 
high  office  should  be  filled  by  a  person  of  wisdom,  experience, 
and  of  approved  fidebtj  to  the  Company ;  and  as  we  hate  no 
reason  to  alter  the  opinion  given  of  Mahomed  Eeza  Kbin, 
in  OUT  letter  of  the  24th  December,  1776,  we  positively  direct, 
that  you  forthwith  signify  to  the  Nabob,  Mobarek  ul  Dowla, 
our  pleasure,  that  Mahomed  Eeza  Khan  be  immediately  re- 
stored to  the  office  of  naib  eouhadar ;  and  we  fvtrtber  direct, 
that  Mahomed  Reza  Khin  be  again  assured  of  the  coa- 
tiuuance  of  our  favours,  so  long  as  a  firm  attachment  to  the 
interests  of  the  Company,  and  a  proper  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  his  station,  shall  render  him  worthy  of  our  pro* 
tection,"  . 

XXVII. 

That  the  aforesaid  direction  did  convey  in  it  such  evident 
aud  cogent  reason,  and  was  so  far  enforced  by  justice  to  in- 
dividuals, and  by  regard  to  the  peace  and  happiness  of  the 
natives,  as  well  aa  by  the  common  decoium  to  be  observed  in 
aD  the  transactions  of  govemnient,  that  the  said  Hii^tinga 
ought  to  have  yielded  a  cheerful  obedience  thereto,  even  if 
he  had  not  been  by  a  positive  statute,  and  his  relation  of 
servant  to  the  Company,  bound  to  that  Just  submission.  Tet 
the  said  Hastings  did,  without  denjing  or  evading  any  one 
of  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  court  of  directors,  or  contro- 
verting the  scandalous  motives  assigned  by  them  for  his  con- 
duct, contumaciously  refiise  obedieoee  to  the  above  poaitiral 
order,  on  pretence,  that  the  Nabob,  who,  he  had  declared  ili 
on  record  "  to  be  as  visible  as  the  light  of  the  sun,  is  a  mepej 
pageant,  and  without  even  the  shadow  of  authority,"  did  dis*} 
sent  &om  the  same ;  and  he  did  encourage  the  said  Nabob,  ( 
rather  the  eunuchs,  the  corrupt  ministers  of  Munny  Beg 
to  oppose  himself  and  themaelvea  to  the  authority  of  the  said 
court  of  directors ;  by  which  means  the  arrangement,  tl 
times  either  ratified,  or  expressly  ordered  by  them,  wa 
wholly  defeated ;  the  aforesaid  corrupt  system  was  continued ; 
Mahomed  Eeza  Khan  was  not  restored  to  his  office ;  and  a 
lesson  was  taught  to  the  natives  of  all  ranks,  that  the  d^ 
clared  approbation,  the  avowed  sanction,  and  the  decided 
authority  of  the  coiort  of  directors,  were  wholly  nugatory  to 
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their  protection  against  the  corrupt  influence  of  their 
servants. 

L  XSVIIL 

That  the  said  "Warren  Hastings,  on  a  reconciliation  with 
IVfr.  Francis,  one  of  the  council- general,  who  made  it  a  con- 
dition thereof,  that  certain  of  the  Conipany'B  orders  should 
be  obeyed,  and  that  Mahomed  Beza  Khan  should  be  re- 
Btored  to  hia  oiBces,  did,  a  considerable  time  after,  notwith- 
standing the  pretended  reluctance  of  the  Nabob,  and  hia 
pretended  feedom,  make,  for  his  convenience  in  the  said 
accommodation,  the  arrangement,  which  he  had  unwarrant- 
ably and  illegally  refused  to  the  orders  of  the  coiirt  of  di- 
jrectora ;  and  did,  of  his  own  authority  and  that  of  the  board, 
restore  Mahomed  Beza  Kh^n  to  hia  oJS.ces. 

XXIX. 

That  soon  after  the  departure  of  the  said  Mr.  Francis  he 
did  again  deprive  the  said  Mahomed  Beza  Khan  of  his  said 
offices,  and  did  make  several  great  changes  iu  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  criminal  justice  in  the  said  conntry ;  and  after 
having,  under  pretence  of  the  Nabob's  sufficiency  for  the 
management  of  his  own  afl'airs,  displaced,  without  any  specific 
charge,  trial,  or  inquiry  whatsoever,  the  said  Mahomed  Keza 
Kh4n,  he  did  submit  the  said  Nabob  to  the  entire  direction, 
in  all  parta  of  his  concernSj  of  a  resident  of  his  own  nomina- 
tion, Sir  John  Doyley,  Bart.,  and  did  order  an  account  of  the 
moat  minute  parts  of  his  domestic  economy  to  be  made  out, 
and  to  be  delivered  to  the  said  Sir  John  Doyley,  in  the  fol- 
lowing words,  contained  in  a  paper  by  him  entitled,  IN- 
STEUCTIONS  fk)m  the  governor-general  to  the  Nabob 
Mobarek  ul  Dowla,  respecting  hia  conduct  in  the  marfage- 
ment  of  hia  affairs :  "  Ton  wiU  be  pleased  to  direct  your 
mutta  aeddlea  to  form  an  account  of  the  fixed  sums  of  your 
monthly  expenses,  such  as  servants'  wages  in  the  diiferent 
departments,  pensions,  and  other  allowances,  as  well  aa  of 
the  €8tiraated  amount  of  variable  expenses,  to  be  delivered  to 
Sir  John  Doyley ^br  my  inspection.  I  have  given  such  orders 
to  Sir  John  Doyley  as  will  enable  him  to  propose  to  you  such 
red  uctiona  of  the  pensions  and  other  allowances,  and  such  a 
^  tributiou  of  the  variable  expenses,  as  shall  be  pro|>ortioii> 
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able  to  the  total  sum  of  your  monthly  Lncomc;  and  Immt 
request  you  will  conform  to  it."  And  he  did,  in  the  suba©- 
quent  articleH  of  the  said  instructitma,  order  the  ■whole  man- 
agement to  bo  directed  by  Sir  John  Doylev,  subject  to  hia 
own  directions  aa  aforesaid ;  and  did  even  ^rect  what  com- 
pany he  should  keep ;  and  did  throw  reflections  on  Bome 
E arsons  in  places  the  nearest  to  him,  as  of  bad  character  and 
ase  origin — persons,  vrhoni  he  should  decline  to  name  aa 
such,  '•  unless  he  heard,  that  they  still  availed  themselves  of 
his  goodness  to  retaiai  the  places,  which  they  improperly  hold 
near  his  person."  And  he  did  particularly  order  the  said 
Kabob  not  to  admit  any  English,  but  such  as  the  said  Sir 
John  Doylev  ehould  approve,  to  hia  presence :  and  did  repeat 
the  said  order  in  the  following  peremptory  manner :  "  You 
must  forbid  any  person  of  that  fiation  to  be  intruded  into 
your  presence,  without  his  introduction."  And  he  did  re- 
quire hia  obedience  in  the  following  authoritative  atyle :  "  I 
shall  think  myself  obbgod  to  interfere  in  another  manner,  if 
you  neglect  it." 

XXX.  i 

That  he  the  said  "Warren  Hastings  did  insidt  the  captive 
condition  of  the  said  Nabob  by  informing  liini,  in  his  impe- 
rious instructions  aforesaid,  that  this  total,  blind,  and  imphcit 
obedience,  in  every  respect  whatsoever,  to  Sir  John  Doyley 
and  himself  personally,  and  without  any  reference  to  the 
board,  "was  the  very  conditions  of  the  compliance  of  the 
governor-general  and  council  with  hia  late  requisition;" 
which  requisition  was  that  he  should  enjoy  the  free  and  k«- 
controUed  management  of  hia  own  affairs.  And  though  the 
Baid  captive  did  offer,  as  he  the  said  Hastings  himself  admits, 
four  lacks  of  hia  stipend,  at  that  time  reduced  to  siiteen 
lacks,  for  the  free  use  of  the  remainder,  yet  he  did  place  him 
the  said  Nabob  in  the  state  of  servitude  in  the  said  instnie- 
tiona  laid  down,  but  a  very  short  time  after  he  had  assumed 
and  used  the  aaid  Nabob's  independent  rights  as  a  ground 
for  refusing  to  obey  the  Company's  orders  ;  and  although  he 
has  declared,  or  pretended,  on  another  occaaion,  which  he 
would  have  thought  similar,  that  any  attempt  to  limit  the 
household  eipenaes  of  the  Nabob  of  Oude  was  an  indignity, 
'*  which  no  man  living,  however  mean  his  rank  in  life,  oc 
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dependent  his  condition  in  it,  Ts-on-d  permit  to  be  exercised 
by  any  otKer,  ■without  the  want  or  forfeiture  of  every  manly 
principle." 

XXXI, 

That  the  eaid  Wnrren  Hastings  did  order  the  said  stipend 
(which  was  to  be  distributed,  in  the  minutest  particular,  ac- 
cording to  the  Baid  ilastin^js^a  personal  directions)  to  b© 
paid  nQonthly  not  to  any  officer  of  the  Nabob,  but  to  the 
Baid  resident  Sir  John  Doyley.  And  whereas  the  governor- 
general  and  council  did,  on  the  appointment  of  Mahomed 
£eza  Khan,  according  to  their  dutj'  instruct  him,  that  "  he 
do  conform  to  the  orders  of  the  Company,  which  direct,  that 
an  annual  account  of  the  Nabob's  expenses  be  transmitted, 
through  the  resident  at  the  durbar,  for  the  inspection  of  this 
6oarJ,"^the  said  Hastings,  in  making  hie  new  eatabllah' 
nient  in  favour  of  his  resident,  did  whoDj  omit  the  said  in- 
struction, and  did  confine  the  said  communication  to  himself 
privately.  And  in  fact  it  does  not  appear,  that  any  account 
whatsoever  of  the  disposition  of  the  said  large  sum,  exceed- 
JDg  £160,000  sterling  a  year,  has  been  laid  before  the  board, 
or  at  leaat  that  any  Buch  account  has  been  transmitted  to 
the  court  of  directors  ;  and  it  is  not  fitting,  that  any  British 
servant  of  the  Company  should  have  the  nmnagement  of  any 
public  money,  much  less  of  so  great  a  sum,  ivithout  a  public 
■well-vouched  account  of  the  specific  expenditure  thereof. 


XXXII. 


That  the  court  of  directors  did,  on  the  17th  of  May,  1766, 
propose  certain  rules  for  regulating  the  correspondence  of 
the  resident  with  the  Nabob  of  Bengal,  in  which  they  did 
direct,  aa  a  principle  for  the  aaid  regulations,  aa  followa 
(paragraph  16th)  :  "  "W^e  would  have  his  correspondence  to 
be  carried  on  with  the  select  committee  through  the  channel 
of  the  president ;  he  should  keep  a  diary  of  all  his  transac- 
tions. Hid  correspondence  with  the  natives  mnst  be  publicly 
conducted;  copies  of  all  liis  letters,  sent  and  received,  be 
transmitted  monthly  to  the  presidency,  with  duplicates  and 
triplicates  to  be  transmitted  home  in  our  general  packet  by 
erery  ship." 
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That  the  president  and  eeleefc  committee  (Lord  Clive 
being  then  president)  did  approve  of  the  whole  substantial 
part  of  the  said  regulation  (the  diary  excepted)  ;  and  the 
principle,  in  all  matters  of  account,  ought  to  have  been 
strictly  adhered  to,  whatever  limitatiouB  may  have  been 
giren  to  the  office  of  resident.  Tet  he  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  in  defiance  of  the  aforesaid  good  ruleSj  orders,  and 
late  precedent  in  conformity  to  the  game,  did  not  only  vrith- 
hold  any  order  for  the  purpose,  but,  in  order  to  carry  on  the 
business  of  the  said  durbar  in  a  clandestine  manner  for  his 
own  purpoaea,  did,  as  aforesaid,  exclude  all  English  fipom  an 
intercourse  with  the  Nabob,  who  might  carry  complaints  or 
representations  to  the  board,  or  the  court  of  directors,  of  his 
condition  or  the  conduct  of  the  resident ;  and  did  further,  to 
defeat  all  possible  publicity,  insinuate  to  him  to  give  the 
preference  to  verbal  communication  above  letters,  in  the 
words  following  of  the  9th  article  of  his  instructions  to  the 
K^abob ;  "Although  I  desire  to  receive  your  letters  frequently, 
yet,  aa  many  matters  will  occur,  which  cannot  be  so  easUy 
explained  by  letters  as  %  conversation,  I  desire,  that  you  will 
on  such  occasions  give  your  orders  to  him  respecting  such 
points  as  you  may  desire  to  have  unparted  to  me  ;  and  I,  post- 
poning every  other  concern,  will  give  an  immediate  and  the 
most  satisfactory  reply  concerning  thera."  Accordingly,  no 
relation  whatsoever  has  been  received  by  the  court  of  di- 
rectors of  the  said  Nabob's  affairs;  nor  any  account  of  the 
money  monthly  paid,  except  from  puhhc  fame,  which  re- 
ports, that  his  affairs  are  in  great  disorder,  his  aen'ants 
unpaid,  and  many  of  them  dismissed,  and  all  the  Mussulmea 
dependent  on  Ma  family  in  a  state  of  indigeuce. 
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Xnn.    THE  MOOUL  DELIVERED  UP  TO 
THE  MAHBATTAS. 

I. 

That  Shah  AUum,  the  prince,  commonly  called  the  Glreat 
Mogul,  OP,  by  eminence,  The  Kinff,  is,  or  lately  was,  in  the 
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posseaaioti  of  the  ancient  capital  of  Hindostan ;  and  though 
without  any  considerahle  territory,  and  without  a  lerenue 
sufficient  to  maintain  a  moderate  state,  he  is  still  much  re- 
spected and  considered ;  and  the  custody  of  his  person  ia 
eagerly  sought  hy  many  of  the  princes  in  India,  on  account 
of  the  use  to  be  made  of  his  title  and  authority ;  and  it  was 
for  the  interest  of  the  East-India  Company,  that,  while  on 
one  hand  no  wars  shall  be  entered  into  in  support  of  his 
pretensions,  on  the  other  no  steps  should  he  taken,  which 
may  tend  to  deliTer  him  into  the  hands  of  any  of  the  power- 
ful states  of  that  eountrv;  but  that  he  should  he  treated 
-with  friendahip,  good  faitli,  and  respectful  attention. 


II. 

That  Warren  Hastings,  in  contradiction  to  this  safe,  just, 
and  honourable  pohcy,  strongly  prescribed  and  enforced  by 
the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,,  did  (at  a  time  when  he 
was  engaged  in  a  negotiation,  the  declared  purpose  of  which 
was  to  give  peace  to  India)  concur  with  the  captain-general 
of  the  Mahratta  state,  called  Madajee  Seindia,  in  hostile  de- 
signs against  the  few  remaining  territories  of  that  same 
Mogid.  emperor,  by  virtue  of  whose  grant  the  Company 
actually  possess  the  government,  and  enjoy  the  revenues,  of 
great  provinces,  and  also  against  the  possessions  of  a  Ma- 
homedau  chief  called  Nudjif  Cawn,  a  person  of  much  merit 
with  the  East-India  Company ;  in  acknowledgment  of  which 
they  had  granted  him  a  pension,  included  in  the  tribute  due 
to  the  king,  andj  together  with  that  tribute,  taken  from  him 
by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  though  expressly  guaranteed 
to  him  by  the  Company.  With  both  these  powers  the  Com- 
pany had  been  in  friendship,  and  were  actually  at  peace  at 
the  time  of  the  said  clandestine  concurrence  in  a  design 
a£;ainBt  them;  and  the  said  Hastings  hath  since  declared, 
that  the  right  of  one  of  them,  namely,  "the  right  of  the 
Mogul  emperor,  to  oujf  asaiatance  has  been  constantly  ao- 
knowlcdged." 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastinga,  at  the  time  of  his  treach- 
MBUB  concurrence  in  a  design  against  a  power,  which  he  was 
himself  of  opinion  we  were  bound  to  assiat,  a>nd  againBt 
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whom  there  was  no  doubt  he  waa  bound  neither  to  form  nor 
to  concur  in  any  hostile  attempt,  did  give  a  caution  to 
Colonel  JSIuir,  to  whom  the  negotiation  aforesaid  was  in* 
trusted  on  the  part  of  the  Company,  against  "  inserting  any- 
thing in  the  treaty,  which  might  expressly  mark  our  knm- 
ledge  of  hiB  [the  Mahratta  gcneral'a]  views  or  concurrence  m 
tkan*^  Which  said  transaction  waa  full  of  duplicity  and 
fraud ;  and  the  crime  of  the  said  Hastings  thereui  is  aggra- 
vated by  hia  having  some  years  before  withheld  the  tribBtej 
■which  by  treaty  was  aoletnnly  agreed  to  be  paid  to  the  said 
king,  on  pretence  that  he  had  thrown  himself,  for  the  re- 
covery of  Ilia  city  of  Delhi,  on  the  protection  of  tlie  Malirat- 
tas,  whom  the  Baid  Warren  Hastings  then  called  the  naturd 
enemies  of  the  Company,  and  the  growth  of  whose  power  be 
then  alleged  to  be  highly  dangerous  to  the  interest  of  thia 
kingdom  in  India. 

IV. 

That  after  having  concnrrcd,  in  the  manner  before  meB- 
tioned,  in  a  design  of  the  Mahrattaa  against  the  Mogul ;  and 
notwithstanding  he  the  said  Warren  llaatinga  had  formerly 
declared,  "  that  with  him  [the  Mogul]  our  connesion  had 
been  a  long  time  suspended,  and  he  wished  never  to  see  it  re- 
newed, as  it  had  proved  a  fatal  drain  to  the  wealth  of  Bengal, 
and  the  treasury  of  the  Company,  without  yielding  one 
advantage  or  possible  resource,  even  of  remote  benefits,  in 
return,"  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  nevertheless,  on  or 
about  the  month  of  JIarch,  1783,  with  the  privity  and  wn- 
Bcnt  of  the  members  of  the  board,  but  by  no  authoritative  act, 
despatch,  as  agents  of  him  the  governor-general  only,  and  not 
as  agents  of  the  governor-general  and  council,  as  they  ouglit 
to  have  been,  certain  persons,  among  whom  were  Mfliot 
Browne  and  Major  Davy,  to  the  court  of  the  king  at  Delhi, 
and  did  there  enter  into  certain  engagements  with  the  said 
king  by  the  means  of  those  agents,  and  did  carry  on  certain 
private  and  dangerous  intrigues  for  various  purposes,  pa^ 
ticularly  for  making  war  in  favour  of  the  said  king,  against 
some  powers  or  princes  not  precisely  described,  but  which, 
as  may  be  inferred  from  a  subsequent  correspondence,  were 
certain  IVIahomedan  princes  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Delhi 
in  amity  with  the  Company,  and  some  of  them  at  that  tifflO 
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tlie  achial  service,  and  in  the  apparent  confidence  and 

favour  of  the  said  Mogul;  and  he  did  order  Major  Browne 

to  offer  to  the  Mogul  king  to  provide  for  the  entire  expense 

of  any  troops  the  Shflh  [the  eaid  king]  might  retjuire ;  and 

the  proposal  was  accordingly  accepted  mth  the  conditiona 

annexed;   by  which   proposal,  and  acceptance  thereof,  the 

East-India  Company  was  placed  in  a  situation  of  great  and 

perplexing  difficulty,  since  either  they  were  to  engage,  at  an 

unlimited  expense,  in  new  wars,  contrary  to  their  orders, 

contraiy  to  their  general  declared  policy,  and  contrary  to  the 

puhliahed  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and.  wholly 

incompatible  with  the  state  of  tbeir  finances ;  or,  to  preserve 

peace,  they  must  risk  the  imputation  of  a  new  violation  of 

faith,  by  departing  from  an  agreement  made  on  the  voluntary 

proposal  ot  their  own  government;   the  agent  of  the  said 

Hastings  having  declared,  in  his  letter  to  the  said  Hastings, 

by  him  communicated  to  the  board,  "  that  the  business  of 

aesisting  the  Shfih  [the  Mogul  emperor]  can  and  must  go  on, 

if  we  wish  to  be  Bccure  in.  India,  or  regarded  as  a  nation  of 

£uth  and  honour." 


V. 

That  the  said  "VVairen  Hastings  did,  on  the  20th  day  of 
January,  1784,  send  in  circulation  to  the  other  membera  of 
the  council  a  letter  to  liim  from  Iiia  agent,  Major  Browne, 
dated  at  Delhi  on  the  30th  of  December,  I7b3,  viz.  that 
letter,  to  which  the  foregoing  references  are  made,  in  which 
the  said  Browne  did  directly  press,  and  indirectly  (though 
sufficiently  and  strongly)  suggest  several  highly  dangerous 
measures  for  realising  the  general  offers  and  engagements  of 
the  said  Warren  Hastings ; — proposing,  that  besides  a  pro- 
portion of  field-artillery,  and  a  traia  of  battering  cannon 
for  the  purpose  of  sieges,  six  regiments  of  sepoys  in  the 
Company's  service  should  be  transferred  to  that  of  the  said 
king,  and  that  certain  other  corps  should  also  be  raised  for 
the  said  service  in  the  Euglish  proviucea  and  dependencies, 
to  be  immediately  under  the  king's  [the  Mogul's]  orders, 
and  to  be  maintained  by  aasignmenta  of  territorial  revenue 
■within  the  province  of  Oude,  a  dependent  member  of  the 
British  government,  but  with  a  caution  against  having  any 
British  officer  with  the  same ;  the  said  Major  Browne  ex- 
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pressiug  his  caution  as  followeth ; — "  If  any  European  officer 
oe  with  thia  corps,  a  very  nice  j  udgment  indeed  must  direct 
the  choice;  for  scarce  any  are  in  the  smallest  degree y?/ for 
such  employ,  hut  much  more  likely  to  do  barm  than  good." 
And  the  letter  aforesaid  heing  witlvout  any  observation 
thereon,  or  any  disavowal  of  the  matters  of  fact,  or  of  the 
counsela  so  strongly  and  authoritatively  delivered  therein  hy 
the  said  Warren  Hastings's  agent,  and  without  any  mark  of 
disapprobation  of  any  part  of  his  plan,  whether  that  of  the  as- 
signment of  territory  belonging  to  the  Company's  allies  for 
the  maintenance  of  troops,  which  were  to  be  by  that  plan  put 
under  the  orders  of  a  foreign  independent  power,  or  that  of 
employing  the  said  troops  without  any  British  officer  with 
thom ;  or  for  his  alarming  qbaervation  by  him  entered  on  the 
Company's  records,  which,  if  not  an  implied  censure  on  the 
nature  of  the  service,  in  which  British  officers  are  supposed 
improper  to  be  trusted,  is  a  strong  reflection  on  the  character 
of  the  British  officers,  which  was  to  render  them  unfit  to  be 
employed  in  an  honourable  service — the  said  Warren  Hast- 
ings did  thereby  give  a  countenance  to  the  said  unwarrant- 
able and  dangerous  proposals  and  reOections. 

TI. 

That,  a  considerable  time  before  the  production  and  circula- 
tion of  Major  Browne's  letter,  the  said  Hastings  did  enter  a 
minute  of  consultation,  containing  a  proposition  similar  in 
the  general  intent  to  that  in  the  said  letter  contained  for 
assisting  the  Mogul  with,  a  military  force;  but  the  other 
members  of  the  hoard  did  disagree  thereto,  and  being  alarmed 
at  the  disposition  so  strongly  shown  by  the  said  Hastings  to 
engage  in  new  wars  and  dangerous  foreign  connexions,  and 
possibly  having  intelligence  of  the  proceedings  of  bis  agent, 
did  call  upon  him  to  produce  his  instructions  to  Major 
Browne  ;  and  ho  did  on  the  5th  of  October,  1783,  and  not 
before,  enter  on  the  consultations  a  certain  paper,  purporidng 
to  be  the  instructions,  which  he  had  given  to  Major  Browne 
the  preceding  March,  the  time  of  his  the  said  Browne's  ap- 
poiutmenfc,  in  which  pretended  instructions  no  direction 
whatsoever  was  given  to  the  effect  of  hia  the  said  Hastings's 
minute  of  consiiitatiou,  or  propounded  j  that  is  to  say,  no 
power  was  given  in  the  said  inetructioua  to  make  a  curect 
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offer  of  military  aid  to  the  Mogul,  or  to  form  the  airange- 
menta  stated  by  the  Boid  Browne,  in  hia  letter  to  the  said 
Hastings,  as  having  been  made  by  the  express  authority,  of 
the  said  Hastings  himself.  But  the  said  instructions  con- 
tained nothing  further  on  that  subject  but  a  conditional 
direction,  that,  in  caue  a  military  force  should  be  required  for 
the  Mogul's  aid  or  protection,  the  major  is  to  know  the 
eervice,  on  which  it  is  to  be  employed,  and  the  resources,  from 
whence  it  is  to  he  paid  ;  and  the  instructions  produced  as  hia 
real  instructiona  by  the  said  Hastings  are  so  guarded  as  to 
caution  the  said  Broiwne  against  taking  any  part  in  the  in- 
trigues of  those  who  are  about  the  king's  person.  By  ■which 
letters,  instructions,  and  troiisacfcionB,  compared  with  each 
other,  it  appears,  that  the  said  IVarren  Hastings,  after  sii 
months'  delay  in  entering  of  (contrary  to  the  Company's 
order)  any  instruetiona  to  the  said  Brovtoie,  did  at  last  enter 
a  false  paper  as  the  true,  or  that  he  did  give  other  secret 
instructions  totaUy  difleretit  from,  and  even  opposite  to,  hia 
public  ostenBible  instructions,  thereby  to  deceive  the  council, 
and  to  carry  on,  with  less  obstruction,  dark  and  dangerous 
intrigues,  contrary  to  the  orders  of  tho  court  of  directors,  to 
the  true  pohcy  of  this  kingdom,  and  to  the  safety  of  the 
British  posaesaious  in  the  East. 

■  VII. 

That  the  said  letter  from  Major  Browne  was  by  the  said 
"Warren  Hastings  transmitted  to  the  court  of  directors,  'with- 
out being  accompanied  by  any  part  of  the  pre\ious  corre- 
Bpondence;  by  which  wdliul  concealment  the  said  Warren 
jiastings  is  guilty  of  a  high  and  criminal  disrespect  to  the 
court  of  directors,  and  of  a  moat  flagrant  breach  and  riolation 
of  their  orders,  which  he  was  bound  by  an  act  of  parliament 

robey. 

That  the  said  Hastings  having  early  in  the  year  1784  pro- 
cured to  himself  a  deputation  to  act  in  the  upper  provinces, 
the  council,  being  well  aware  of  his  disposition  to  engage  ia 
unwarrantable  designs  against  the  neighbounng  states,  did 
expressly  confine  his  powers  to  the  circumstance  of  hia 
actual  residence  within  the  Company's  provrnces ;  but  it  ap- 
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peara,  that  ways  "were  found  out,  by  which  he  hoped  to  d* 
feat  the  precautious  of  the  board;  for  the  said  Vamu 
Hastings  did  write  from  Lucknow,  the  capital  of  the  country 
of  Oude,  to  the  court  of  directors  a  certaiB  postscript  of  a 
letter,  dated  the  4tli  of  Mm,  I78'i,  in  which  be  iidbrms  tbo 
court,  that  the  son  and  heir-apparent  of  the  Great  Mogul 
had  taken  refuge  with  him  and  the  Nabob  of  Oude;  tnat 
he  had  a  conference  with  that  prince  on  the  10th  of  the 
same  month  of  May,  "  no  person  being  either  present  or 
within  hearing  "  during  the  same;  and  tliat  in  the  said  eon- 
ferenee  the  prince  had  informed  him  of  the  diatreBsea  of  his 
father,  and  his  wish  for  the  relief  of  the  king,  and  the  re- 
storation of  the  dominions  of  bis  house,  lis  well  as  to  rescue 
hira  from  the  power  of  certain  persons  not  named,  who  de- 
graded him  into  a  mere  instrument  of  their  interested  and  sor- 
did designs ;  and  that,  on  the  failure  of  bis  application  to  him, 
he  would  either  retiu?n  to  his  father,  or  proceed  to  Calcutta, 
and  thence  to  England ;  anil  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
did  give  him  an  answer  to  the  following  effect ;  "  that  our 
[the  British]  government  had  just  obtained  rehef  from  astato 
of  universal  warfare,  and  required  a  term  of  repose;  that 
our  whole  nation  was  weary  of  war,  and  dreaded  the  renewal 
of  it,  and  would  be  equally  alarmed  at  any  movement  of  which 
a.  could  not  see  the  issue  or  progress,  but  which  might  eteniv- 
ally  tend  to  create  new  hostilities;  that  he  came  hither  [to 
Lucknow]  with  a  limited  authority,  and  could  not,  if  he 
chose  it,  engage  in  any  business  of  that  nature  without  tht 
concurrence  of  his  colleagues  in  office,  who  he  believed  wotild 
be  averse  to  it;  that  he  woidd  represent  the  same  to  the 
joint  members  of  his  own  government,  and  wait  their  de- 
termination. In  the  mean  time  he  advised  the  prince  to  make 
advances  to  Madajeo  Scindia,  both  because  our  government 
teas  in  intimate  and  sworn  connexion  with  him,  and  because 
he  was  the  cflfcctual  head  of  the  Mahratta  State ;  besides 
that  he,  the  said  "Warren  Hastings,  feared  bis  [Scindia'a] 
taking  the  other  side  of  the  Question,  unless  be  was  early  pre* 
vented." 

IX, 

That,   in    Btatement   ot   this   discourse,   there   is   mticli  i 
criminal  reserve  towards  the  couit  of  directors,  it  not  up* 
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'Baring  distinctly  what  the  objects  •were,  nor  who  the  per- 
piis  concerned,  nor  what  the  side  was,  which  he  apprehended 
Re  Mahrattas  might  take,  if  not  prevented  by  hia  advances ; 
kid  in  the  discourBC  itself  there  were  many  particulars 
ighly  criminal ;  namely,  for  that  in  the  said  conversation,  in 
{"hich  he  describes  himself  as  df  cliniiig  a  compliance  with 
he  request  of  the  prince  on  account  of  the  aversion  (therein 
fcrongly  eipressed)  of  his  colleagues,  of  the  Company,  and 
f  the  whole  British  nation,  to  engage  in  any  measures,  which 
^ht  even  "  eventnalbf  lead  to  hostilities ; " — he  spoke  to  the 
iriuce  as  if  he  had  been  entirely  ignorant  of  the  oHera,  which 
(ut  five  months  before  had  been  made  to  tlie  king  his 
Bther  on  the  part  of  that  very  government,  (whose  repug- 
lance  to  such  measures  he  then  for  the  first  time  chose  to 
frofesa,  hut  which  lie  always  had  known,)  through  Major 
Browne,  the  Company's  rej^eeentative  at  the  court  of  Delhi, 
'  to  provide  for  the  entire  expense  of  awy  troops,  which  the 
ttiah  [the  king]  might  require  ; "  and  that  this  was  "  what 
she  resident  had  always  proposed  to  the  king,  and  hia  conli-  h 
bntial  ministers ; " — the  said  Browne  further  declaring, "  that  H 
f,  in  consequence  of  the  aaid  propo&als,  certain  arrangements 
(far  the  Shah's  8crvice,hyifrofl/JS,  were  not  immediately  ordered, 
in  hia  opinion  all  our  [English  government's]  offers  and 
promises  wiU  be  considered  as  false  and  insidious."  This  be- 
aig  the  known  state  of  the  busineaa,  as  represented  by  the 
ttud  Hastings's  own  agent,  and  this  the  public  opinion  of  it, 
dthough  to  impose  on  the  ignorance  of  the  prince  with  re- 
jard  to  the  proceedings  at  Ma  father's  court  would  have  been 
inworthy  in  itself,  yet  he,  the  said  Wmxen  Hastings,  could 
lot  hope  to  succeed  in  such  imposition,  as  in  the  poatscrijjt 
tfbresaid  he  represents  the  said  prince  [who  was  the  king's 
ildest  son,  and  thirty-six  years  of  age]  as  a  person  of  con- 
ttderable  qualifications,  and  perfectly  acquainted  with  the 
transactions  at  his  father's  court,  ana  as  one,  who  had  long 
ield  the  principal  and  most  active  part  in  the  little  that  re- 
tmined  of  tlie  administration  of  Skdh  Allum.  And  the  said 
ttastiiiga  conferring  with  a  prince  so  well  instructed,  without 
laakiug  the  slightest  allusions  to  hia  said  positive  and  recent 
jngagements,  or  without  giving  any  explanation  with  regard 
)o  them,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  must  appear  to  the 
laid  prince  either  as  a  person  not  only  contracting  en- 
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gagetnents,  but  actually  being  the  first  mover  and  proposer 
of  tliera,  without  auy  authority  from  his  colleaguet,  and 
against  theirs  and  the  geueral  iucliiiation  of  the  Brtiah  ii»- 
tiou,  aud  ou  that  ground  not  to  be  trusted :  or  that  he  had 
used  this  plea  of  diaagreemeut  between  him  and  his  council m 
a  pretence,  set  up  without  colour  or  decency,  for  a  gross 
violation  of  his  owai  engagements ;  leaving  the  princes  auJ 
states  oi"  the  country  uo  solid  ground,  on  which  they  can  oiJ 
ought  to  contract  with  the  Company,  to  the  utter  destnio 
tiou  of  all  public  confidence,  and  to  the  equal  disgrace  of  tbfl 
national  candour,  integrity,  aud  wisdom. 

X. 

That,  in  a  letter  dated  from  the  same  place,  Lucknoff, 
the  115th  of  the  following  June,  17S4,  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
ings informs  the  court  of  directors,  that  Major  Browne,  thtir 
agent  to  the  Mogul,  had  arrived  there  in  the  character  also  of 
agent  from  the  Mogul,  with  two  sets  of  instructiona  from 
two  opposite  parties  in  Lis  ministry,  which  instructions  were 
directly  contrary  to  each  other ;  the  iirsst,  which  were  the 
ostensible  instructions,  being  to  engage  the  said  Hastings,  in 
the  Mogul's  name,  to  enter  into  a  treaty  of  mutual  alliance 
with  the  chief  of  the  country,  then  minister  to  the  said 
Mogul,  called  Affrasaib  Khan ;  the  second  were  firom  an- 
other principal  peraon,  called  Mudjed  ul  Dowla,  also  a  min« 
ister  of  the  said  Mogul,  (but  styled  in  the  said  letter  confi- 
dential, for  distinction,)  which  were  directly  destructive  of 
the  former;  and  the  said  latter  instructions,  to  which  it 
eeems  credence  was  to  be  given,  were  sent  "  under  the  most 
solemn  adjuratioua  of  secrecy."  The  purpose  of  these  Hatter 
and  secret  inBtructiona  was  to  require  the  Company's  aid 
in  freeing  the  Mogul  from  the  oppressions  of  hia  servants, 
namely,  from  the  oppressions  of  the  said  AJf'rasaib,  between 
whom  and  the  Company  Major  Browne  (at  once  agent  to 
that  Company,  and  to  two  opposite  factious  in  the  Mo- 
gul's court)  accepted  a  power  to  make  a  treaty  of  mu- 
tual aHianeo  under  tbo  sanction  of  his  sovereign  ;  and  it  do6|H 
not  appear,  that  he,  Warren  Hastings,  did  diacouutenaufl^B 
the  double  dealing  and  fraudident  agencies  of  his  and  the 
Company's  minister  at  that  court ;  or  did  disavow  any  parti- 
cular in  the  letter  from  him  the  said  Browne,  of  the  SOth  of 
December,  1783.  stating  the  offers  made  on  hia  part  to  tl 
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Hogul,  80  contradictory  to  bis  late  declarations  to  the  heir- 
Bpparent  of  that  monarch,  or  did  give  any  reprimand  to  the 
Said  Browne,  or  did  show  auy  mark  of  diaplcasurc  against 
him,  wa  having  acted  without  orders,  but  did  again  send  him, 
with  renewed  consequence,  to  the  court  aibresaid. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastinga,  atiU  pursuing  his  said 
evil  designs,  did  apply  to  the  council  for  discretionary  powers 
relative  to  the  intrigues  and  factious  in  the  Mogul's  court, 
giving  aasurances  of  hia  resolution  not  to  proceed  against 
their  sense ;  but  the  said  council,  being  fully  aware  of  his  dis- 
position, and  having  Major  Browne's  letter,  recorded  by  him- 
eelf,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  before  them,  did  refuse  to 
graut  the  said  discretionary  powers ;  but,  ou  the  contrary, 
did  eiiiort  him  "  most  sedulously  and  cautiously  to  avoids  in 
hia  correspondence  with  the  difiereut  princes  in  India,  what- 
ever may  commit,  or  be  strained  into  an  interpretation  of  com- 
mitting, the  Company,  either  as  to  their  army  or  treasure;" 
observing,  "  that  the  Company's  orders  are  positive  against 
their  interference  in  the  objects  of  dispute  between  the 
country  powers." 

K  XII. 

^■^That  in  order  to  subvert  the  plain  and  natural  interpreta- 
tion given  by  the  council  to  the  orders  of  the  coiirt  of 
directors,  and  to  justify  Ms  dangerous  intriguea,  the  said 
Warren  HastingSj  in  hia  letter  of  the  16th  June,  1784,  to 
the  said  court,  did,  in  a  most  insolent  and  contemptuous 
manner,  endeavour  to  persuade  them  of  their  ignorance  of 
the  true  sense  of  their  own  orders,  and  to  limit  their  pro- 
tibition  of  interference  ■with  the  disputes  of  the  country 
powers  to  such  country  powers  aa  are  permanent ;  express- 
ing himself  aa  follows  ;  "  The  faction,  which  now  aurrounds 
the  throne,  [the  Mogul's  throne,]  is  widely  different  from 
the  idea,  which  your  commands  are  intended  to  convey  by 
the  expressions,  to  which  you  have  generally  applied  them, 
of  country  powers,  to  which  that  of  permanency  is  a  necessary 
adjunct  i  and  which  may  be  more  properly  comoared  to  a 

jplendid  bubble,  which  the  slightest   breath  of  oppoaiticn 
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may  disBipate  with  every  trace  of  its  eiietence."  By  wVtfli 
constrtiction  the  said  Hastinga  did  endeavour  to  persosde 
the  court  of  directors,  that  tliey  meant  to  confine  their  pro- 
hibition of  sinister  intrigues  to  those  powers  only,  wlw 
could  not  bo  easily  hurt  by  them,  and  whose  strength  vte 
such,  that  their  resentment  of  such  clandestine  interferenw 
was  to  be  dreaded ;  but  that,  where  the  powers  were  we«k 
and  fragile,  auch  intrigues  might  be  allowed. 

XIII. 

That  the  said  Hastinga,  further  to  persuade  the  court  of 
directors  to  involve  themselves  in  the  affairs  of  the  Moju^ 
mid  reconciio  this  measure  with  his  former  conduct  and  il^ 
clarcd  opinions,  did  Avrite  to  them  to  the  following  effect; 
that  "  at  that  former  period,  to  which  the  ancient  policy  vitH 
regard  to  the  Mogid  applied,  the  king's  authority  was  suffi- 
ciently respected  [which  he  knew  not  to  he  true,  having 
himself  declared,  in  his  miuute  of  the  25th  of  October,  1774, 
'  that  he  remained  at  Delhi,  the  ancient  capital  of  the  em- 
pire, a  mere  cipher  in  the  administration  of  it']  to  maintain 
itself  against  common  vicissitudes.     That  he  would  not  have 
advised  interference  if  the  king  himself  retained  the  exercise 
of  it,  however  feeMe,  in  hia  own  hands.     That  if  it  [the  Mo- 
gul's authority]  is  suffered  to  receive  its  final  extinction,  it 
is  impossible  to  foresee  what  power  maif  arise  out  of  Us  ruin*, 
or  what  events  may  be  linked  in  the  same  chain  of  revolu- 
tion witl\  it :  but  your  interests  may  Buffer  by  it — ^j-our  re- 
putation certainlif  will,  as  his  riglit  to  our  assistance  has  been 
constant^  acknowfedged,  and  hy  a  train  of  consequences,  to 
which  our  government  has,  not  intentionally,  given  birth; 
but  most  especially  by  the  movements,  which  its  influence, 
hif  too  near  an  approach,  has  excited,  it  has  unfortunately 
become  the  efficient  instruro.ont  of  a  great  portion  of  the 
king's  present  distresses  and  dangers;"  intimating  (as  well^ 
a«  the  studied  obscurity  of  his  expressions  will  permit  aujijH 
thing  to  be  discerned)  that  his  own  late  intrigues  had  beel^ 
among  the  causes  of  the  distresses  and  dangers,  which,  by 
new  intrigues,  he  did  pretend  to  remove  -.  and  he  did  con- 
clude this  part  of  his  letter  with  some  loose  general  expres- 
sions of  his  caution  not  to  affect  the  Company's  interests  or 
revenues  by  any  measures  he  might  at  that  time  take. 
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That  the  principle,  bo  far  aa  the  same  hnth  been  directly 
iTowed,  of  tlie  said  proceedings  at  the  Mogul's  court,  was  as 
altogether  irrational,  and  the  pretended  obj  ect  aa  impracti- 
cable, as  the  means  taken  in  pursuit  of  it  were  fraudulent 
^d  dishonourable,  naraclj,  the  restoration  of  the  Mogul  in 
me  degree  to  the  dignity  of  his  situation,  and  to  his  free- 
ageuey  in  the  conduct  of  hia  affairs.  Eor  the  said  Hastings, 
at  the  very  time,  in  which  he  did  with  the  greatest  apparent 
earnestness  urge  the  purpose,  which  he  pretended  to  have  in 
[^Tiew,  with  regard  to  the  dignity  and  liberty  of  the  Mogul 
jperor,  did  repreaent  him  as  a  pcraon  wholly  disqualified, 
id  even  indisposed,  to  take  any  active  part  whatsoever  in 
le  conduct  of  his  own  aftaira ;  aud  that  any  attempt  for 
lat  purpose  would  be  utterly  impracticable;  and  tliia  ho 
liath  stated  to  the  court  of  directors  as  a  matter  of  public 
'  notoriety,  in  hia  said  letter  of  the  16th  of  June,  1784,  ui  the 
following  enaphatical  and  decisive  temis : 

^"  Vou  need  not  be  told  the  character  of  the  king,  whose  in- 
rtness,  and  the  habit  of  long-suffering,  baa  debased  hia  dig- 
nity and  the  fortunes  of  his  house  beyond  the  power  of  re- 
trieving either  the  one  or  the  other.  Whilst  hia  personal 
repose  ia  undistm-bed,  he  will  prefer  to  live  in  the  meanest 
ttate  of  indigence,  under  the  rule  of  men,  whose  views  are 
bounded  by  avarice,  and  the  power  which  they  derive  from 
bia  authority,  rather  than  commit  any  share  of  it  to  hia  own 
Bona,  though  hie  affection  for  them  ia  boundless  in  every 
other  respect ;  from  a  natural  jealousy,  founded  on  the  ex- 
perience of  a  very  different  combination  of  those  circum- 
stances, which  once  served  aa  a  temptation  and  example  of 
unlawful  ambition  in  the  princes  of  the  royal  line.  Hia 
ministers,  from  a  policy  more  reasonable,  have  constantly 
pBmployed  every  means  of  influence  to  confirm  this  dieposi- 
■tion,  and  to  prevent  hia  sons  from  having  any  share  in  the 
distribution  of  afl^irs,  so  aa  to  have  established  a  complete 
■iiaurpation  of  the  royal  prerogative  under  its  own  eanction 
id  patronage." 

XV. 

That  the  said  Warren  Haatingg,  having  given  this  opinion 
'  the  sovereign,  for  whose  freedom  he  pretended  so  anziuufl 
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n  concern,  did  describe  the  minister,  -with  -whom  he  had 
long  acted  in  concurrence,  and  from  whom  he  had  just  re- 
ceived the  extraordinary  secret  emhass}'  aforesaid  for  the 
purpose  of  eflecting  the  deliverance  of  his  master,  the  Mogul, 
iVotn  the  usurpatious  of  his  ministers,  as  follows ; — "  The  first 
uiiniater,  Muujud  ul  Dowla,  is  totally  deficient  in  every  mili- 
tary quality ;  conceited  of  his  own  superior  talents ;  and 
formed  to  the  practice  of  that  crooked  policy,  which  generally 
drfeats  its  own  purpose,  but  sincerely  attached  to  his  master." 
Tlie  reality  of  the  said  attachment  was  not  improbable,  but 
altogether  useless,  aa  the  said  minister  was  the  only  one 
among  the  principal  persona  about  the  king,  who  (besides 
the  total  want  of  all  military  and  civil  ability)  possessed  no 
ti^rritories,  troops,  or  other  means  of  serving  and  supporting 
him,  but  was  himself  solely  upheld  by  his  influence  over  hia 
master;  neither  doth  the  said  Hastings  free  him  any  more 
than  the  persons  more  efRcient,  who  were  to  be  destroyed, 
from  a  disposition  to  alienate  the  king  from  an  attention  to 
las  aflairs,  and  from  all  confidence  in  his  own  family ;  but, 
on  the  contrarVj  he  brings  him  forward  a^  the  very  first 
among  the  instances  he  adduces  to  eiemplily  the  practices  of 
tlie  muiiatora  against  their  sovereign  and  hia  children. 

XYI.  M 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  recommending  in  general^^ 
terms,  and  yet  condemning  in  detail,  every  part  of  his  own 
jiretcnded  plan,  aa  impnicticable  in  itself,  and  as  undertakeu^B 
in  favour  of  persona,  all  of  whom  he  describes  as  incapabl^jH 
and  the  principal  as  indisposed  to  avail  himself  thereof,  must 
have  had  some  other  motives  for  this  long,  intricate,  dark, 
and  laborious  proceeding  with  the  Mogul,  which  must  be 
sought  in  hia  actions,  and  the  evident  drift  and  tendency 
thereof,  and  in  declarations,  which  were  brought  out  by  him 
to  serve  other  purposes,  but  which  serve  fully  to  explain  hia 
real  intentions  m  this  intrigue.  ^M 

XVII.  " 

That  the  other  members  of  the  council-general  havinc 
abundantly  certified  their  averseness  to  hia  intrigues,  ana 
even  having  shown  apprehensions  of  his  going  peraonaJly  to 
the  Mogul  and  the  Mahrattas  for  the  purpose  ot  carrying  on 
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the  same,  the  aaid  liaatings  was  drivpn  headlong  to  nets 
which,  did  much  more  opeiiiy  indicate  the  tnie  nature  and 
purpose  of  his  machinationa  ;  for  he  at  length  recurred  di- 
recti}',  and  with  little  diaguiae,  to  the  Mahrnttas,  and  did 
open  an  intrigue  with  them,  although  he  was  obliged  to  con- 
fess, in  hia  letter  aforesaid  of  the  16tli  June,  1784,  that  the 
exception,  which  he  contended  to  be  implied  in  tlie  orders  of 
the  court  of  directors,  forbidding  the  intermeddling  in  the 
disputes  of  "the  country  powers,"  namely,  "powers  not 
permanent,"  did  by  no  means  apply  to  the  Mahrattas ;  and 
ne  informs  the  court  of  directors,  that  he  did,  on  the  very 
first  advice  he  received  of  the  flight  of  the  Mogul's  eon,  write 
to  Mr.  James  Anderson,  to  apprize  the  Slaliratta  chief 
Scindia  of  that  event ;  "  for  which,  aa  he  was  unprepared,  he 
desired  his  [the  said  Scindia's]  advice  for  his  conduct  on  the 
occasion  of  it."  "WTiieh  method  of  calling  fyr  the  advice  of 
a  foreign  power  to  regulate  hia  political  conduct,  instead  of 
being  regulated  therein  by  the  advice  of  the  British  council, 
and  the  standing  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  was  a  pro- 
cedure highly  criminal ;  and  the  crime  is  aggravated  by  hia 
not  communicating  the  said  correspondence  to  the  council- 
general,  as  by  hia  duty  he  was  bound  to  do ;  but  it  does 
abundantly  prove  his  concert  with  the  Makrattaa  iu  all,  that 
related  to  his  negotiations  in  the  Mogul  court,  which  were 
carried  on  agreeably  to  their  advice,  and  in  subsorviency  to 
their  views  and  purposes. 

XVIII. 

That,  in  consequence  of  the  cabal  begun  with  the  Mahrat- 
taa,  the  said  chief  Scindia  did  send  hia  "  familiar  and  confi- 
dential ministers  "  to  him  the  said  Hastings,  beiag  at  Luck- 
now,  with  whom  the  said  Hastings  did  hold  several  secret 
conferences,  without  any  secretarj^,  or  other  assistant ;  and 
tho  said  Hastings  hath  not  conveyed  to  the  court  of  directors 
any  minutes  thereof,  but  hath  purposely  involved  even  the 
general  eflect  and  tendency  of  these  conferences  in  such  ob- 
Bcurity,  that  it  is  no  otherwise  possible  to  perceive  the  drift 
and  tendency  of  the  same,  but  by  the  general  scope  of  couu- 
Bcls  and  acts  relative  to  the  politics  of  the  Mogul,  and  of  the 
Mahrattaa  together,  and  by  the  fmal  event  of  the  whole, 
trhich  is  Bufdciently  visible.    Tor 
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XIX. 

That  the  said  Hastings  had  declared,  in  hia  said  letter  of 
the  IGtli  June,  1784,  that  the  Mogul's  right  to  our  assistance 
had  been  constantly  ackuow lodged ;  that  the  Mogul  had  been 
oppreaaed  by  the  lesser  Mahomedaa  princes  in  the  character 
of  ni»  officers  of  state,  and  inilitaTy  coniiaanders ;  and  be  did 
plainly  intimate,  that  the  said  Mogul  ought  to  be  relieved 
from  that  servitude.  And  he  did,  in  giWng  an  account  to 
the  court  of  directors  of  the  conferences  aforesaid,  assure 
ttem,  that "  hia  inclinations  [the  inclinations  of  the  Mahratta 
chief  aforesaid]  were  not  very  disainiilar  from  his  own ;"  and 
that  "  neither  in  this,  nor  in  any  other  iustance,  would  he 
suffer  himself  to  be  drawn  into  measures,  which  shall  tend  t<^H 
weaken  their  connexion,  nor  in  this  even  to  oppose  his  [thsl 
said  chiera]  inclinations;"  the  said  Hastiogs  well  knowing, 
as  in  his  letter  to  Colonel  Muir  be  baa  confessed,  that  the 
inclinations  of  the  said  ScLndia  were  to  seize  on  the  Mogul's 
territories,  and  that  he  himself  did  secretly  concur  therein, 
though  he  did  not  formally  insert  his  concurrenco  in  the 
treaty  with  the  eaid  Mahratta  chief.  It  is  plain,  therefore, 
that  he  did  aU  along  concur  with  the  Mahrattaa  in  their  de- 
signs against  the  said  king  and  hia  ministers,  under  the 
treacherous  pretence  of  supporting  the  authority  of  the  former 
against  the  latter,  and  did  contrive  and  effect  the  ruin  of  them 
all.— For,  first,  he  did  give  evil  and  fraudulent  counsel  to  the 
heir-apparent  of  the  Mogul  "  to  make  advances  to  the  Mah- 
rattaa," when  he  well  knew,  and  had  expressly  concurred  in, 
the  designs  of  that  state  against  his  father's  [the  Mogul's] 
dominions ;  and  further  to  engage  and  entrap  the  said  prince, 
did  aaaerfc,  that  "our  government"  [meaning  the  British 

fovernmeut]  "was  in  intimate  and  sworn  connexion  with 
lahadajee  Scindia,"  when  no  alliance,  offensive  or  defensive, 
appears  to  exist  between  the  said  Scindia  and  the  Ea^t-India 
Company,  nor  can  exist,  otherwise  than  in  virtue  of  some 
secret  agreement  between  him  the  said  ScLndia  and  Warren 
Hastings,  entered  into  by  the  latter  without  the  knowledge 
of  hia  colleagues  and  the  government,  and  never  communi- 
cated to  the  court  of  directors.  And  secondly,  he  did,  in 
order  to  further  the  designs  of  the  Mahrattas,  contrive  and 
effect  the  ruin  of  the  said  Mogul  aad  hia  authority  by  set* 
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ting  on  foot,  tbrough  tbe  aforeaaid  Mnjnr  BrowTie,  aundr}' 
perplexed  and  intricate  nerfotiationa,  contrary  to  public  faith, 
and  to  the  honoxir  of  the  British  nation,  by  which  he  did  ex- 
ceedingly increaae  the  confusion  and  disorders  of  the  Mogul's 
court,  exposing  the  said  Mogul  to  new  in  dignities,  inauita,  and 
distresses,  and  almost  all  ol"  the  nurthera  parts  of  India  to 
great  and  ruinous  convulsions,  until  three  out  of  four  of  the 

{►rincipal  chieftains,  some  of  them  possessing  tbe  territories 
ately  belonging  to  ^Nudjiii*  Cawu,  and  maintaining  among 
them  eighty  thousand  troops  of  horse  and  foot,  and  some  of 
which  chiefs  were  the  ministers  aforesaid,  being  cut  off  by 
their  mutual  dissensions,  and  the  fort  of  Delhi  being  at 
length  delivered  to  the  Mahrattas,  the  said  Scindia  became 
the  uncontrolled  ruler  of  the  royal  army  ;  and  the  person  of 
tbe  Mogul,  viath  the  use  of  all  his  pretensions  and  claims, 
fell  into  the  hands  of  a  nation  already  too  powerful,  together 
with  an  extensive  territory,  which  entirely  covers  the  Com- 
pany's posaeaaions  and  dependencies  on  one  side,  and  par- 
tdculaxly  those  of  the  Nabob  of  Oude. 

XX. 

That  the  circumstances  of  these  countries  did  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  himself  sufficiently  indi- 
cate to  him  the  necessity  of  not  aggrandizing  any  power 
•whatsoever  on  their  borders,  he  having  in  the  aforesaid  letter 
of  the  16th  June  given  a  deUberate  opinion  of  the  situation 
of  Oude,  in  the  words  following :  "  that,  whilst  we  are  at 
peace  with  the  powers  of  Europe,  it  is  only  in  this  quarter, 
that  your  possessions  under  the  government  of  Bengal  aro 
vulnerable."  And  he  did  further  in  the  said  letter  state, 
that  "  if  things  had  continued  as  they  had  been  to  that  time 
with  a  divided  government,"  [viz.  the  Company's  and  tho 
vizier's,  which  government  he  had  himself  established,  and 
under  which  it  ever  must  in  a  great  degree  remain,  whilst 
the  said  country  continues  in  a  state  of  dependence,]  "  the 
ilightest  shock  from  a  foreign  hand,  or  even  an  accidental  in- 
ternal commotion,  might  have  thrown  the  whole  into  confu- 
sion, and  produced  the  most  fatal  consequences."  In  thia 
perilous  situation  he  made  the  above-recited  sacrifices  to  the 
ambition  of  the  Mahrattas,  and  did  all  along  so  actively 
countenance  and  forward  their  proceedingSj  and  with  ao  fuu 
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ft  sense  of  their  effect,  tliat  in  his  minute  of  the  24tli  Decem- 
ber, 1784,  he  has  declared,  "that  in  the  countries,  \rhicli 
border  on  the  dominions  of  the  Nabob  vixier,  or  on  that  quar^ 
ter  of  our  own,  in  effect  there  is  no  other  powers  And  he  did 
further  admit,  that  the  presence  of  the  Mahratta  chief  afore- 
said, 8o  near  the  borders  of  the  Nabob's  dominions,  was  no 
cause  of  Buepicion  ;  for,  "  that  it  is  the  effect  of  his  own  sotieit- 
aHoH,  and  is  so  far  the  effect  of  an  act  of  that  government." 

XXI. 

That,  in  fiirther  pursuit  of  the  same  pemicioua  design,  he 
the  said  Warren  Hastinffs  did  enter  into  an  agreement  to 
withdraw  a  very  great  body  of  the  British  troops  out  of  the 
Nabob's  dominions ;   asserting,  however  truly,  yet  in  direol^l 
contradiction  to  bis  own  dedications,  that  "  this  goTemmen^l 
[meaning  the  British  government]  has  not  any  right  to  force 
defence  with  its  maintenance  upon  him  "  [the  Nabob]  ;  and_ 
he  did  thus  not  only  avowedly  aggrandize  the  Mahrat 
state,  and  weaken  the  defence  upon  the  frontier,  but  did 
avowedly  detain  their  captain-general  in  force  on  that  vei_ 
frontier,  notwithstanding  he  was  well  apprized,  that  thej 
bad  designs   against  those  dependent  territories  of  Oude, 
which  they  had  with  great  difficulty  been  persuaded,  even  in 
appearance,  to  include  in  the  treaty  of  peace ;  and  that  they 
have  never  renounced  their  claims  upon  certain  lai^  and 
valuable  portions  of  them,  and  have  shown  evident  signs  of 
their  intentiona,  on  the  first  opportunity,  of  asserting  and_^ 
enforcing  them.      And  finally,  the  said  Warren  Hastinga^B 
in  contiidiction  to  sundry  declarations  of  his  own  coneern-^^ 
ing  the  necessity  of  curbing  the  power  of  the  Mahrattas,  and 
to  the  principle  of  sundry  measures  undertaken  by  himself 
professedly  for  that  purpose,  and  to  the  sense  of  tiie  House 
of  Commons  expressed  in  their  resolution  of  2Sth  Mar,  17S2^,^H 
against  any  measures,  that  tended  to  unite  the  dangerou^H 

fjowera  of  the  Mahratta  empire  under  one  active  command,      i 
laa  endeavotired  to  persuade  the  Company,  that,  "while 
Scindia  lives,  every  accession  of  territory  obtained  by 
will  be  an  advantage  to  this  [the  British]  government; 
which,  if  it  was  true  as  respecting  the  personal  dispositions 
of  Scindia,  which  there  is  no  reason  to  believe,  yet  it  war 
highly  criminal  to  establish  a  power  in  the  Mahrattas,  which 
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must  Burrive  the  man,  in  confidence  of  whose  personal  dis- 
positions a  power  more  than  personal  was' given,  and  whicli 
may  hereafter  fall  into  hands  dUspoaed  to  make  a  more  hostile 
use  of  it. 

XXII. 

That  in  conseqaence  of  all  the  before-recited  intrigues,  the 
Mogul  emperor  being  in  the  hands  of  the  Sfahrattas,  he  the. 
said  Mogul  has  been  obliged  to  declare  the  head  of  the 
Mahratta  state  to  be  vicegerent  of  the  Mogul  empire,  an 
authority,  which  supersedes  that  of  ^-izier,  and  baa  thereby 
consolidated  in  the  Mahratta  state  all  the  powers  acknow- 
ledged to  be  of  Ic^al  authority  in  India ;  in  consequence  of 
which  they  have  acquired,  and  have  actually  already  at- 
tempted to  use,  the  said  claims  of  general  superiority  against 
the  Company  itself ;  the  Mahrattaa  claiming  a  right  in 
themselves  to  a  fuurtli  part  of  the  revenues  of  all  the  pro- 
vinces in  the  Company's  possession,  and  claiming,  in  right 
of  the  Mogul,  the  tribute  due  to  him  ;  by  which  actings  and 
doings  the  said  UaBtlngs  has  to  the  best  of  his  power  brought 
the  British  provinces  in  India  into  a  dependence  on  tha 
Mahratta  state ;  and  in  order  to  add  to  the  aforesaid  enor- 
mous claims  a  proportioned  force,  he  did  never  cease,  during 
his  stay  in  India,  to  contrive  the  means  for  its  increase ; 
for  it  is  of  public  notoriety,  that  one  great  object  of  the 
Mahratta  policy  is  to  unite  under  their  dominion  the  nation 
OP  religious  sect  of  the  Seiks,  who  being  a  people  abounding 
with  soldiers,  and  possessing  large  territories,  would  extend 
the  Mahratta  power  over  the  whole  of  the  vast  countries  to 
the  north-west  of  India. 

XXIII. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  further  to  angment  the 
power  of  the  said  Mahrattas,  and  to  endanger  the  safety  of 
the  British  possessions,  having  established  in  force  the  said 
Mahrattas  on  the  frontier,  as  afore  recited,  and  fiuding  tlie 
counciJ-genend  averse  in  that  situation  to  the  withdrawing 
the  British  forces  therefrom,  and  for  disbanding  them  to  the 
extent  required  by  the  said  Hastings,  did  in  a  minute  of  the 
4th  December,  1784,  after  stating  a  supposition,  that,  con- 
trary to  hia  opinion,  the  uaid  troops  should  not  be  reduced. 
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propose  to  employ  them  under  the  commaud  of  the  Mogiil'a 
■on,  then  under  the  influence  of  the  Mahrattaa,  in  a  w 
agaiuat  the  aforeBiiid  people  or  religious  sect  called  Seiki 
defending  the  same  on  the  following  principles :  '*  I  feel  the 
Bense  of  an  obligation  imposed  on  me,  by  the  supposition  I 
have  made,  to  state  a  mode  of  rendering  the  detachment  of 
Ufle  in  ita  prescribed  station,  and  of  aflbrdiug  the  appearattet 
of  a  caxiee  for  ita  retention."  ■ 

XXIV.  ^ 

That  the  said  Hastings  did  admit,  that  there  was  no  prfr 
Bent  danger  to  the  Company's  posaesaiona  from  that  natioi 
which  could  justify  him  in  such  a  war,  as  he  had  declared 
that  the  Mahrattaa  were  the  only  power ^  that  bordered 
the  Company's  posseasiona  and  those  of  the  vizier ;  but 
did  aaaign  as  a  reaeon  for  going  to  war  •n'ith  them  their  mili| 
tary  and  enthusiastic  apirit ;  the  hardneaa  of  their  natur 
constitution ;  the  dangers  which  might  arise  from  them  in 
Bome  future  time,  if  they  ehould  ever  happen  to  be  unit^H 
imcler  one  head,  they  existing  at  present  m  a  state  little  di^H 
ferent  from  anarchy ;  and  he  did  predict  great  danger  front^ 
them,  and  at  no  very  remote  period,  "  if  this  people  be  per- 
mitted to  grow  into  maturity  without  interruption."     And 
though  he  doth  pretend,  that  the  solicitations  of  the  heir- 
apparent  of  the  Mogul,  who,  ho  says,  did  repeatedly  and 
earnestly  Bolicit  him  to  obtain  tlie  permission  to  use  the 
Company's  troops  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  had  weight  with 
him ;  yet  he  doth  declare,  aa  he  eipresses  himseli'  in  the 
miuuto  aforesaid,  that  "  a  stronger  impulse,  arising  from  tb^H 
hope  of  blctsting  the  growth  of  a  generation,  whose  atreugt^B 
nught  become  fatal  to  our  own,  strongly  pleaded  in  my  mind 
for  supporting  his  wishes." 

XXV. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  after  forcibly  recommend 
ing  the  plan  aforesaid,  did  state  strong  objections,  that  di^ 
'*  in  his  judgment,  outweigh  the  advantages  which  migli 
arise  from  a  compliance  with  it."  Yet  the  said  Ha.itingi 
being  determined  to  pursue  his  scheme  for  aggrandizing, 
any  rate,  the  Mahratta  power,  in  whose  adult  growth,  and 
tlie  recent  effects  of  it,  he  could  see  no  danger,  did  pursue 
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\\\e  design  of  war  against  a  nation  or  sect  of  religion  in  its 
infancy,  from  vrhom  he  had  received  no  injury,  and  in  whose 
present  state  of  governmeut  he  did  not  apprehend  any  mis- 
chief "whataoever ;  and  finding  th«  councd  fixed  and  deter- 
mined on  not  disbandinjT  the  frontier  regiments,  and  think- 
ing that  therein  he  had  found  an  advantage,  he  did  ground 
thereon  the  following  proposition  : 

"  If  the  expense  [of  the  frontier  troops]  is  to  be  continued, 
it  may  be  aurely  better  continued  for  some  useful  purjjose, 
tiian  to  keep  up  the  parade  of  a  great  military  corps,  de- 
signed merely  to  lie  inactive  in  its  quarters.  On  this  ground 
therefore,  and  on  the  supposition  premised,  I  revert  to  my 
original  sentiments  in  favour  of  the  pi-ince'a  planj  hut  as 
thia  will  require  some  qualification  in  the  execution  of  it,  I 
will  state  my  recommendation  of  it  in  the  terms  of  a  propo- 
sition, viz.  that  if  it  shall  he  the  resolution  of  the  board  to 
continue  the  detachment  now  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Sir  John  Cumraing  at  Furruckabad ;  and  if  the  prince  Mirza 
Jehander  Sh&h  shall  apply,  with  the  auihorUj/ of  the  king,  and 
the  concurrence  of  Madajce  Scindia,  for  the  assistance  of  an 
Enghsh  military  force  to  act  in  conjunction  with  him,  to  ex- 
pel the  Seiks  from  the  territories,  of  which  they  have  lately 
possessed  themselves  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Delhi,  it  may 
be  granted,  and  such  a  portion  of  the  said  detachment  al- 
lotted to  that  service  as  shall  be  hei-eafter  judged  adequate 
to  it." 

XXVl. 

Tliat  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  in  the  said  proposal, 
endeavour  to  circumvent  and  overreach  the  council-general, 
by  converting  an  apparent  and  literal  comphance  with  their 
resolution  into  a  real  and  Bubatantial  opposition  to  and  dis- 
appointment thereof.  For  his  first  proposal  was  to  with- 
draw the  Company's  troops  from  the  ^izier^B  coimtry  on  the 
pretence  of  relieving  him  from  the  burthen  of  that  establish- 
ment, but  in  reality  with  a  view  of  facilitating  the  Mahratta 
pretensions  on  that  province,  which  would  then  be  deprived 
of  the  means  of  defence.  And  when  the  eoiincil  rejected  the 
»aid  proposal  on  the  express  ground  of  danger  to  the  pro- 
mice  by  withdrawing  from  the  Mahrattaa  the  restraint  of 


i 


626 


A.BTICLI1S   OF   CHAROB 


OUT  troops,  tlie  fiaid  Hastings,  finding  his  first  scheme  in 
fkvour  01  tbe  Mahrattaa  against  the  provinces  dependent  on 
the  Company  defeated  by  the  refusal  of  the  council  to  concur 
in  the  said  measure  of  withdrawing  the  troops,  did  then  en- 
deavour to  obtain  the  same  purpose  in  a  diflerent  way ;  and 
instead  of  leaving  the  troops,  occordiDg  to  the  intention  imtl 
policy  of  the  council,  as  a  check  to  the  ambition  and  progress 
of  the  Mahrattas,  he  proposed  to  employ  thera  in  the  actual , 
furtherance  of  those  schemeB  of  aggrandizement,  of  wUek 
his  colleagues  were  jealous,  and  wMch  it  was  the  object  of  | 
their  resolution  to  counteract. 

xxvn. 

That  in  the  whole  of  tbe  letters,  negotiations,  proposals, 
and  projects  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  relative  to  the 
Mogul,  he  did  appear  to  pursue  but  one  object,  namely,  tha 
aggrandizement  of  the  lately  hostile  and  always  dangeroia 

Eower  of  the  Mahrattaa  ;  and  did  pursue  the  same  by  means 
ighly  dishonourable  to  the  British  character  for  honour, 
justice,  candour,  plain-dealing,  moderation,  and  humanity. 


XIX.   LIBEL  ON  THE  COURT  OF  DIEECT0E3.      , 

I'  I 

That  "Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  was,  during  the  whole  of  ~ 
the  year  1783,  a  servant  of  the  East-India  Companyj  and 
was  tound  by  the  duties  of  that  relation  not  only  to  yield 
obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  but  to  give 
to  the  whole  of  their  service  an  example  of  submission, 
reverence,  and  respect  to  their  authority  ;  and  that  if  they 
should  in  the  course  of  their  duty  call  in  question,  any  part 
of  his  conduct,  he  was  bound  to  conduct  his  defence  with 
temper  and  decency ;  aud  while  his  conduct  was  under  their 
consideration,  it  was  not  allowable  to  print  and  publish  any 
of  his  letters  to  them,  without  their  consent  first  had  ami 
obtained  ;  and  he  was  hound  by  the  same  principles  of  duty, 
enforced  by  still  more  cogent  reasoiaa,  to  observe,  in  a  paper 
intended  for  publication,  great  modesty  and  moderation,  aadj 
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to  treat  the  said  court  of  directors,  hia  lawftd  maatera,  Vfiih. 
respect. 

Tliat  the  said  "Warren  Hastings  did  print  and  publish,  or 
cause  to  be  printed  and  published,  at  Calcutta  in  Bengal, 
the  narrative  of  hia  trflnaactions  at  Benares,  in  a  letter  writ- 
ten at  that  place,  without  leave  had  of  the  court  of  directora, 
in  order  to  pre-occupy  the  judgment  of  the  servants  in  that 
settlement,  and  to  gain  from  them  a  factious  countenance 
aad  support,  previous  to  the  judgment  and  opinion  of  the 
court  of  directors,  hia  lawful  superiors. 

ni. 

That  the  court  of  directora  having  come  to  certain  resolu- 
tions of  fact  relative  to  the  engagements  subsisting  between 
them  and  the  Rajab  of  Benares,  and  the  manner  in  which 
the  same  had  been  fulfilled  on  the  part  of  the  Eajah,  did,  in 
the  fifth  resolution,  which  was  partly  a  resolution  of  opinion, 
declare  aa  followa  ;■ — "  That  it  appears  to  tliia  courtj  that  the 
conduct  of  the  governor-general  towards  the  Rajah,  whilst  he 
was  at  Benares,  waa  improper ;  and  that  the  impriaonment  of 
his  person,  thereby  disgracing  him  in  the  eyes  of  hia  subjects 
and  others,  waa  unwarrantable  and  highly  impolitic,  and  may 
tend  to  weaken  the  confidence,  which  the  native  princes  of 
India  ought  to  have  in  the  justice  and  moderation  of  the 
Company's  government," 

1 

™^That  the  said  resolutions  being  transmitted  to  the  said 
"Warren  Hastings,  he  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  write, 
and  cause  to  be  printed  and  published,  a  certain  false,  inso- 
lent, malicious,  and  seditioua  libel,  purporting  to  be  a  letter 
from  him,  the  said  "Warren  Hastings,  to  the  court  of  di- 
rectors, dated  Fort  "William,  20th  March,  1783,  "  calculated 
[as  the  directors  truly  affirm]  to  bring  contempt,  aa  well  as  an 
odium,  on  the  court  of  directors  for  their  conduct  on  that 
occasion  ;*'  and  the  said  libel  had  a  direct  tendency  to  excite 
a  spirit  of  disobedience  to  the  lawfid  government  of  this 
nation  in  India  through  all  ranks  of  their  service. 
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V. 

That  he,  the  said  "Warren  Hastings,  among  other  insjlent 
and  contumacious  charges  and  aspersions  on  the  court  of 
dircetora,  did  addresB  them  in  the  printed  letter  aforesaid,  aa 
follows : — "  I  deny  that  Sajah  Cheit  Sing  wfta  a  native 
prince  of  India.  Chcit  Sing  is  the  son  of  a  collector  of  the 
reveaue  of  that  province,  which  hia  arts,  and  the  misfortunes 
of  hia  master,  enabled  him  to  convert  to  a  permanent  and 
hereditary  poaaession.  Thia  man,  whoni  you  have  thus 
ranked  among  the  princes  of  India,  will  be  astonished,  when 
he  hears  it,  at  aii  elevation  so  unlooked  for ;  nor  leas  at  the 
independent  rights,  which  your  commanda  have  assigned 
him ;  rights  which  are  so  formrjn  to  his  conceptions,  that  I 
doubt  whether  he  will  know  in  wliat  language  to  assert  them , 
unless  the  example  which  you  have  thought  it  consistent  with 
Justice,  however  opposite  to  pol/ci/,  to  show,  of  becoming  his 
advocates  against  ifoitr  own  interests,  should  inspire  any  of 
your  own  serva?its  to  be  his  advisers  and  instructors."  And  ha^ 
did  further,  to  bring  itito  contempt  the  authority  of  the  CoowH 
panj,  and  to  excite  a  resistance  to  their  lawfid  orders,  fraraff" 
a  supposition,  that  the  court  of  directors  had  intended  the 
restoration  of  the  Rajah  of  Benares ;  and  on  that  groun 
did  presume  in  the  said  libel  to  calumniate,  in  disrespectf'i 
and  contumelious  terras,  the  policy  of  the  court  of  directo 
as  well  aa  the  person,  whom  he  did  conceive  to  be  the  objee^ 
of  their  protection,  as  foUowcth : — "  Of  the  consequences  o] 
such  a  policy,  1  forbear  to  speak.  Most  happily  the  wretck 
whose  hopes  may  be  excited  by  the  appearances  in  his  favour^ 
is  ill  qualified  to  avail  himself  of  them,  and  the  force  which 
stationed  in  the  province  of  Benares^  is  siiffxcient  to  suppra 
any  symptom  of  internal  sedition  ;  but  it  cannot  fail  to  crea 
distrust  and  suspense  in  the  minds  hotb  of  the  ruli-rs  and  of 
the  people,  and  such  a  state  is  always  productive  of  disorder. 
But  it  is  not  in  this  partial  consideration,  that  I  dread  tl: 
effects  of  your  commanda ;  it  ia  in  your  proclaimed  iudi 
position  against  the  first  executivo  member  of  vour  first 
government  in  India.  I  almost  shudder  at  the  reflection  of 
what  might  have  happened,  had  these  denunciations  against 
vour  own  minister,  m  favour  of  a  man  universally  considered 
m  this  part  of  the  wcrld  aa  justly  attainted  for  ius  arime»» 
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tlie  murderer  of  your  eervanta  and  soldiera,  and  the  rebel  to 
your  authority,  ofrived  two  moutha  earlier," 

VI. 

^  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  also  presume  to  cea- 
'  Bure  and  asperae  the  court  of  directors  K>r  the  moderate 
terms,  in  which  they  had  expressed  their  displeasure  against 
,  him,  as  putting  hira  under  the  necessity  of  stating  in  his 
defence  a  strong  accusation  against  himself;  and  as  imply- 
ing in  the  said  court  a  conaciouaness,  that  he  was  not  guilty 
of  the  offences  charged  upon  him,  being,  as  he  asserts,  in 
tlie  resolutions  of  the  court  of  directors,  "  arraigned  and  pre- 
judged of  a  violation  of  national  faith  in  acts  of  such  compli- 
cated aggravation,  thnt,  if  thcif  ivere  true,  no  punishment 
SUOlit  OF  DEATH  could  atone  for  the  injury,  which 
the  interest  and  credit  of  the  public  had  sustained  in  them:" 
and  he  did  therefore  censure  the  said  court  for  applying  na 
stronger  or  more  criminating  epithets  than  those  of  "im- 
proper, unwarrantable,  and  highly  impolitic,"  to  an  offence 
BO  by  them  charged,  and  by  him  deaeribed-  Ajid  though  it 
be  true,  that  the  expressions  aforesaid  are  much  too  reserved 
for  the  purpose  of  duly  characterizing  the  offences  of  the 
aaid  Hastings,  yet  was  it  in  him  moat  indecent  to  libel  the 
court  of  directors  for  the  same ;  and  his  implication,  from 
the  tenderness  of  the  epithets  and  descriptions  aforesaid 
used  towards  him,  was  not  only  indecent,  but  ungrounded, 
malicious,  and  scandalous  ;  he  having  himself  highly,  though 
truly,  aggravated  "  the  charge  of  the  injuries  done  by  him  to 
the  Eajah  of  Benares,"  in  order  to  bring  the  said  directors 
into  contempt  and  suspicion;  the  paragraphs  in  the  said 
libel  being  as  follow :  "  Here  I  must  crave  leave  to  say,  that 
the  terms  'improper,  imwarrantable,  and  highly  impolitic,' 
are  much  too  gentle,  aa  deductions  from  anch  premises  ;  and 
as  every  reader  of  the  latter  will  obviously  feel,  as  ho  reads, 
the  ded.uetions,  which  inevitably  belong  to  them,  I  will  add, 
that  the  strict  performance  of  solemn  engagements  on  one 
part,  followed  by  acts  directly  subversive  of  them,  and  by 
total  dispossession  on  the  other,  stamps  on  the  perpetrators 
of  the  latter  tho  guilt  of  the  greatest  possible  violation  of 
faith  and  justice." — "  There  is  an  appearance  of  tenderuesa 
in  this  deviation  from  plain  conatruction,  of  which,  however 
VOL.  rv.  8  H 
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meant,  1  have  a  right  to  complain ;  because  it  imposes  on  i 
the  necessity  of  framing  the  terms  of  the  accusation  agn 
myself,  which  you  have  only  not  made,  but  have  stated  the 
leading  articles  to  it  so  strongly,  that  no  one,  who  reads 
these,  can  avoid  making  it,  or  not  know  it  to  have  been  in- 


tended:' 


VII. 


That  the  said  Hastings,  being  well  aware,  that  his  own 
declarations  did  contain  the  clearest  condemnation  of  his  own 
conduct  from  his  own  pen,  did,  in  the  said  libel,  attempt  to 
overturn,  frustrate,  and  render  of  none  effect,  all  the  proofs 
to  be  given  of  prevarication,  contradiction,  and  of  opposition 
of  action  to  principle,  wliich  can  be  used  against  men  in 
public  trust,  and  did  coutoudj  that  the  same  could  not  be 
used  against  him  ;  and,  aa  if  false  assertions  could  be  justified 
by  factious  motives,  he  did  endeavour  to  do  away  the  author- 
ity of  his  own  deliberate,  recorded  declarations,  entered  by 
him  in  mriting  on  the  councii-Dooks  of  the  presidency ;  fcM^_ 
alter  asserting,  hut  not  attemptmp  to  prove,  that  his  dechut^f 
tiona  were  consistent  with  his  conduct,  he  ASTites  in  the  sai^* 
libel  as  foDows :  for  "  were  it  otherwise,  they  were  not  to  be 
made  the  rules  of  my  conduct ;  and  God  forbid,  that  eveiy 
expression  dictated  by  the  impul3e  of  present  emergency,  and 
unpremeditatedly  uttered  in  the  heat  of  party  contention, 
should  impose  upon  me  the  obligation  of  a  fixed  principle, 
and  be  applied  to  every  variable  occasion."  ^m 

YLII.  ^ 

That  the  said  Hastings,  in  order  to  draw  the  lawful  de- 
pendence of  the  servants  of  the  Company  from  the  court  of 
oirectors  to  a  factious  dependence  on  himself,  did,  in  the 
libel  aforesaid,  treat  the  acts  and  appointments  of  their  un- 
doubted authority,  when  exercised  in  opposition  to  his  arbi- 
trary win,  as  ruiuous  to  their  affairs,  in  the  following  terms : 
"  It  is  OS  well  known  to  tbe  Indian  world,  as  to  the  court  of 
English  proprietors,  that  the  first  declaratory  instruments  of 
the  dissolution  of  my  influence,  in  the  year  1774,  were  'Mi. 
John  Briatow  and  Mr.  Francis  Fowke.  By  your  ancient  and 
known  constitution  the  governor  has  been  ever  held  forth 
and  understood  to  possess  the  ostensible  powers  of  govern- 
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ment;  all  tHe  correspondence  with  foreign  princes  is  con- 
ducted in  his  name ;  and  every  person  resident  with  tliem  for 
the  management  of  your  politicjil  concerns  is  understood  to 
be  more  especially  his  representative,  and  of  his  choice — and 
8uch  ought  to  be  the  rule  ;  for  how  otherwise  can  they  trust  on 
agent  nominated  against  the  will  of  his  principal  ?  When 
the  state  of  this  administration  was  such  as  seemed  to  admit 
of  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Bristow  to  the  residency  of  Lutk- 
now  without  muck  diminution  of  m^  own  iofluence,  I  gladly 
seized  the  occasion  to  show  my  readiness  to  submit  tu  your 
commands :  I  proposed  his  nomination ;  he  was  nominated 
and  declared  to  be  the  ageiit  of  my  own  choice.  Even  this 
effect  of  my  caution  is  defeated  by  your  absolute  command  for 
his  re-appmntment  indepetidejit  of  me,  and  with  the  supposition, 
i/iat  I  should  be  adverse  to  it. — I  am  now  wholly  deprived  of 
my  official  powers  both  in  the  province  of  Onde  and  in  the 
zemindary  of  Eeuares." 

That,  further  to  emancipate  others  aud  hiniself  from  dtirs 
obedience  to  the  court  of  directorSj  he  did,  in  tlie  libel  afore- 
said, enhance  his  ser^'i^^os ;  which,  without  speciiication  or 
proof,  be  did  suppose  in  tne  said  libei  to  be  important  and 
valuable,  by  representing  them  as  done  under  their  displea- 
Biirc ;  and  doth  attribute  his  not  having  done  more  to  their 
opposition,  as  foOoweth : — "  It  is  now  a  complete  period  of 
eleven  years  since  I  first  received  the  first  nominal  charge  of 
yolU'  affairs ;  iti  the  course  of  it  I  have  invariabli/had  to  con- 
tend, not  with  ordinary  difficulties,  but  such  as  most  un- 
naturalJff  aroae  from  the  opposition  of  those  very  powers,  from 
which  I  primarily  derive  my  authority,  and  which  were  required 
for  the  support  of  it.  My  csertions,  though  applied  to  an 
unvaried  and  consistent  Itiie  of  action,  have  been  occasional 
and  dcsidtory ;  yet  I  please  myself  with  the  hope,  that  in 
the  annals  of  your  dominion,  which  shall  be  written  al'ter  tho 
extinction  of  recent  prejudices,  this  term  of  its  administration 
will  appear  not  the  least  conducive  to  the  interests  of  the 
Compuuy,  nor  the  leaat  reflective  of  the  honour  of  the 
13ritish  name ;  and  allow  me  to  suggest  the  instructive  re- 
flection of  what  good  might  have  been  done,  and  what  evU pre- 
rented,  had  due  sumtort  been  given  to   that  administration^ 
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ichich  has  performed  such  eminent  and  substantial  servtcet 
without  it." 

And  the  said  Ilastmgs,  further  to  render  the  authority  of 
the  said  court  perfectly  contemptible,  doth,  in  a  strain  of 
exultation  for  his  having  escaped  out  of  a  measure,  in  ■which 
by  his  guilt  he  bad  involved  the  Company  in  a  ruinous  -war, 
and  out  of  which  it  had  escaped  hy  a  eacrifice  of  almost  all 
the  territories  before  acquired,  (from  that  enemy,  which  he 
had  made,)  either  by  war,  or  former  treaties,  and  by  the 
ahandouiug  the  Company's  allies  to  their  mercy,  attribute 
the  said  supposed  services  to  hia  actbig  in  such  a  maimer  aa 
had  on  former  oceasions  excited  their  displeasure,  in  the  fol- 
lowing words : 

"  Pardon,  honourablo  Sirs,  this  digressive  exultation ;  I 
cawiot  suppress  the  pride,  which  I  feel  in  this  successftd 
achievement  of  a  meuBure  bo  fortunate  for  your  interests  and 
the  national  honour ;  for  that  pride  is  the  source  of  my  zeal, 
BO  frequently  exerted  in  your  support,  and  never  more  hap- 
pily than  in  those  instances,  in  which  I  have  departed  from 
the  prescribed  and  beaten  path  of  action,  and  assumed  a  re- 
spoimbility,  which  haf  too  frequently  drawn  on  me  the  most 
pointed  effects  of  Tfottr  displeasure.  But  however  I  may  yield 
to  my  private  feelings  in  thus  enlarging  on  the  subject,  my 
motive  in  introducing  it  was  immediately  connected  with  its 
context,  and  was  to  contrast  the  actual  state  of  your  political 
affairs,  derived  from  a  happier  influence,  with  that,  which 
mi(/ht  have  attended  an  earlier  dissolution  of  it : "  and  he  did 
value  himself  upon  "  the  patience  and  temper,  with  which  he 
had  Buhraitted  to  all  the  indignities,  which  have  been  heaped 
upon  him  [meaning  by  the  said  court  of  directors]  in  this 
long  service :  "  and  he  did  insolently  attribute  to  an  unusual 
strain  of  zeal  for  their  service,  that  he  "  persevered  in  the 
YIOLENT  MAINTENANCE  OF  HIS  OFFICE."       J 


That  in  order  farther  to  excite  the  spirit  of  disobedience  in 
the  Company's  servants  to  the  lawful  authority  set  over 
them,  ho  the  said  TVaiTcn  Ilastinga  did  treat  contempt 
tuoualy  and  ironically  the  supposed  disposition  of  the 
Company's  servants  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  court  of  di- 
rectors, in  the  words  following ;  "  The  recall  of  Mr.  Mark* 
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lam,  Tirho  Tras  kno%vn  to  be  the  public  agent  of  my  own  no- 
aination  at  Beuarea,  aud  the  ve-ajijKimtment  of  Mr.  Francia 
.Towke  by  yo'jr  order,  coataiued  ia  the  same  letter,  T^'oiild 
jlaee  it  [the  restoration  of  Cheit  Sing]  beyond  a  doubt. 
rhis  order  has  been  obfvetl :  and  whenever  ynu  shall  be  pleased 
o  order  the  restoration  of  Cheit  Sing,  I  will  venture  to  pro- 
nise  the  same  ready  and  exact  submission  in  the  other  members 
if  the  council  ,• "  and  he  did,  in  the  postscnpt  of  the  said  let- 
er,  and  as  on  recoDection,  endeavour  to  mate  a  reparation  of 
lonour  to  hia  said  colleagues,  as  if  his  expressions  aforesaid 
lad  arisen  from  animosity  to  them,  as  foUovs-a  t  "  Upon  a  ciire- 
ul  reviaal  of  what  I  have  written,  I  ienr,  that  an  expression, 
vbieh  I  have  used,  respecting  the  probable  conduct  of  the 
>oard,  in  the  event  of  orders  being  received  for  the  reatora- 
ion  of  Cheit  Sing,  may  be  construed  aa  intimating  a  sense 
if  diaaatidfaction,  applied  to  transactions  already  past. — It  ia 
\ot  my  intention  to  complain  of  any  one." 

^  .     .^- 

That  the  said  Hastings,  in  the  acta  of  injury  aforesaid  to 
tlie  Bajah  of  Benares,  did  assume  and  arrogate  to  himself 
an  illegal  authority  therein,  and  did  maintain,  that  the  acts 
done  in  consequence  of  that  measure  were  not  revocable  by 
any  subsequent  authority,  in  the  following  words:  "  If  you 
should  proceed  to  order  the  restoration  of  Cheit  Sing  to  the 
zemindary,  from  which,  bff  the  powers  which  I  legallf/  pof' 
tessed,  and  conceive  myself  legally  bound  to  assert  against  any 
subsequent  authority  to  the  contrarj/,  derived  from  the  same 
common  source,  he  was  dispossessed  for  crimes  of  the  great- 
est enonnitv,  and  your  council  shall  resolve  to  execute  the 
order,  I  will  instantly  give  up  my  station  and  the  service." 

XII. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  attempt  to  justify  big 
publication  of  the  said  libellous  letter  to  and  against  the 
court  of  directors  by  asserting  therein,  that  these  resolutiona 
[meaning  the  resolutions  of  the  court  of  directors,  relative  to 
the  Enjah  of  Benares]  "  were  either  published,  or  intended 
for  publication ; "  evidently  proving,  that  he  did  take  this 
unwarrantable  course  without  any  sufficient  assurance,  tbat 
the  ground  and  motive  by  him  assigned  bad  any  existence. 


END  OF   VOL.    IV 
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JAMES'S  (Q.  P.  R.)  Life  of  RIoh&rd 

Cccur  de  Lion.  Portraits  of  Richard  and 
PhUip  Augustus.     3  vols. 

LonlB  XIT.    Portraits,    a  vols. 

J  A  DIE  SO  If   itAra.)     Bbakeapeare'B 

Heroines,  Charactenstics  of  Women.  By 
Mrs.  Jajnevou.     /^.  S^ 

JEAN  FAUL.—Sed  HicJkUt. 

JTONSON  (Ben),  PoeooB  ot^—SttGretnt. 

JDNIUS'S    Lettera.     With   Woodfall's 
Notes,  An  Essay  on  the  Authorship.    Fac-    \ 
similes  of  Handwriting.     3  vob.     tf.S.         I 

I.A  FONTAINE'S  Fablea.  In  English  I 
Verse,  with  Essay  on  the  Fabulists.  By  ( 
Elixur  Wright.     N.  S. 

LAMARTtNES   Til*   CUroBdUt*.  or 

Personal  Memoirs  of  the  Patriots  01  the 
French  RevoluiioD.  Trans,  by  H.  T. 
Ryde.  Ponraitt  of  Robespierre,  Madame 
Roland,  and  Charlotte  Corday.     3  vols. 

— ;—  Tbe   Beatoratlon   of  MonarchT 

in    France  (a  Sequel  to  The  Giroadttts). 

5  Portraits.    4  vols. 

-  Tbe  Frettoh  Bevolatlonof  184S. 

6  Portraits, 

LAMB'S  (Charlea)  Ella  and  Elian*. 
Convplele  Ediuoo.     Portrait.    N.  S. 

- —  Specimens  of  EtiKllab  Dramatic 
Poets  of  the  time  of  Elizabe'h.  Notes, 
with  the  Extracts  from  the  Garriclc  Plays. 
N.S. 

Talfonrd'a   Lettera  of  Charlea 

Lamb.  New  Edition,  by  W,  Carew 
HaaliU.    I  vols.    If.  a. 


LANZI'S    Hiatorr   of   Painting  In 

Italy,  from  the  Period  of  the  Revival  of 
the  Fine  Arts  to  the  End  of  the  i8lh 
Century.  With  Memoir  of  the  Author. 
Portrait.s  of  Raffaelle,  Titian,  and  Cor- 
reggio,  after  the  Artists  themselves.  Tians. 
byl*.  Roscoe.     3  vols. 

LAPFEHBERG'S  England  nnder  tli« 

Anglo-Saxon  Kings.  Trans,  by  B.  Thorpe, 
F.S.A.     a  vols.     ,.V.  J. 

LESSINQ'S  Dramatic  TVorka.  Com. 
plete.  By  E,  Bell,  RI.A.  With  Memoir 
by  H.  Zimraern.     PortraiL     a  vols.   N.  S. 

Laokoon,  Dramatic  Notes,  and 

Represenialion  of  Death  by  the  AncieoBi 
Frontispiece.     N.  S, 


M 


LOCKE'S  PhUoaophlcal  W^orka. 

taining  Human  Understanding,  with  Bish1 . 
of  Worcester,  Malebranche's  Opinions,  Na- 
tural Philosophy,  Reading  and  Sttidy. 
With  Preliminary  Discour3>e,  Analysis,  and 
Notes,  by  J.  A.  St.  John.  Fortmt.  2  vols. 
N.S. 

Life  and  Letters,  with  Extracts {rora 

his  Common^place  Books.     By  Lord  King. 

LOCKHART  (J.  a.}—S*f  Burtu. 

LONSDALE  (Lord) — Set  Carrti. 

LCrrSER'S  Table-Talk.    Trans,  by  W. 
Mazlitt.      With  Life  by  A.  Chalmeis,  and 
LtJTHER's    Catechism.      Portrait 
Cranach.    jV.  S. 

Antoblograpby.— Jm  MicktUt. 

MACHLAVELLI'S  Hlatory  of  Flo- 
rence, Thb  Pkimce,  Savonarola,  Historical 
Tracts,  and  Memoir.     Portrait.    N.  S. 

BIARLOWE.    Poems  ot.—Stt 

BIARTINEAU'3     {Harriet)    Hlatorr~ 

of  England  (including  HL<>toryoftheJ>eace) 
from  i8oo-rS4d.     5  vols.    N^.  S, 

MENZEL'S   Hlatorj   of  Qermany, 

from  he  Earliest  Period  to  the  CiimeaD 
War.       Portraits.     3  vols. 

MICHELET'9    Antoblography    Of 

Luther.  Tratis.  by  W.  HazUtt.  With 
Notes.    iV.  i'. 

The  French    Revolution   to   tha 

Flight  of  the  King  in  1791.     N.  S. 

MION£T*S  The  French  Revolnt 

from  17S9  to  1814.     Portrait  of  Nap 
N.S. 

BULTOIVS   Proae  W^orks.    With 
face,  Prelitninary  Remarlu  by  J.  A«  I 
John,  and  Index.     5  vols. 

MIT  FORD'S    (Mlaa)    Oor   VI 
Sketches  of  Rural  Character  and  See 
3  Engravings     z  vols.    N.  S, 


■ 

Flo- 

irical 

nr.  jr.  ^^H 


MOLI£RE'S    Dramatlo    Worka.     Ii 

English  Proi-e,  by  C.  H.  Wall.  With  a 
Life  and  a  Portrait.    3  vols.     N.  S, 

*  It  is  not  too  much  to  My  that  we  have 
here  prol»bIy  a.s  guoil  a  translation  of 
Moliire  a&  can  be  given.' — AcdJtrmy. 
MONTAGU.  Letters  and  V^orks  of 
Lady  Marj'  Wortlcy  Montagu.  Lord 
Wluu-ncliffe*  Third  Edition.  Edited  by 
W.  May  Thomas.  With  steel  plates,  a 
vols.     51.  each.    A'.  .V. 

MONTESQUIEXTS  Spirit  of  Irfiwa. 
Keviired  Edition,  with  D'Alembert's  Analy- 

si-i,  Nuies,  and  Memoir.     3  vols.     N.  S. 

tnCAITpER  ^pr.  A.)  Blstorj  of  the 
Christian  Religion  and  Church.  Trans,  by 
J,  Torrey.    W  ith  Short  Memoir.     10  vols. 

tafe  of  Jesus  Cbrlat,  In  its  HIb- 

Ujrical  Connexiiin  and  Development.   N-  S, 

—  Tbe  Flajitla^  and  Trainiug:  of 
the  Christian  Church  by  the  Apostles.. 
With  the  Antignosticus,  or  Spirit  of  Ter- 
tullian.     Trans,  by  J.  E.   Ryiand.     a  vols. 

I>ectarea     on     the    HlBtory    of 

Christian  Dogmas.  Trans,  by  J.  E,  Ry- 
iand.    2  vols. 

Memorials  of  ChrlBtiwi  Life  In 

the  Early  and  Middle  Ages;  including 
Light  in  Dark  Places.  Trans,  by  J.  £. 
Ryiand, 

OCELEY  (8.)  Hiatory  of  tbo  Sora- 
cen-S  and  Iheic  Conquests  in  Syria,  Persia, 
and  Egypt.  Corrn>rising  the  Lives  of 
Mohammed  and  his  Successors  to  the 
Death  of  AbdalmcUk,  the  Eleventh  Catiph. 
By  Simon  Ockley,  B.D.,  Prof,  of  Arabic 
in  Univ.  of  Cambridjie.  Portrait  of  Mo- 
hammed. 

PERCT'S  Reliqnea  of  Ancient  Eng- 
lish Poetry,  consist ing  of  Ballads,  Son^ 
and  other  Pieces  of  our  earlier  Poets,  with 
Eome  few  of  later  date.  With  Essay  on 
Ancient  Minstrels,  and  Glossary,  a  vols. 
N.S. 

PHXLIF  DE  COMMIKES.  MemolrB 
dT.  ConUjninc  the  Histories  of  Louis  XI. 
and  Charlej  Vlll.,  and  Charles  the  Bold, 
Duke  of  Burjfundy.  With  the  History  of 
Louis  XI.,  by  J.  de  Troyes.  With  a  Life 
and  Notes  by  A,  R.  Scobie.      Portraits. 

3  vols. 

PLUTARCH'S  LIVES.  Newly  Trans- 
lated, with  Notes  and  Life,  by  A 
Stewart,  M.A.,_  late  fellow  of  Trinity 
College,  Cambridge,  and  G.  Long,  M.A. 

4  vols.    N.  S. 

POETR7  OF  AMERICA.  Selections 
from  One_  Hundred  PoeM,  from  1776  to 
i876._  With  Introductory  Review,  and 
Specimens  of  Negro  Melody,  by  W.  J. 
Linton.     Portrait  of  W,  Whitman.     N.  S. 

KAITKE  (L.)  ^tor7  of  tha  Popea, 
their  Chmrch  and  Suie,  and  their  Conflicts 


with  Protestantbm  in  the  ifith  and  17th 
Centuries.  Trans,  by  E.  Foster.  Portraits 
{if  Julius  II.  (after  Raphael),  Innocent  X. 
(after  Velasquez),  and  Clement  VII.  (after 
Titian).    3  vols.     N.  S. 

History  of  Servia.    Trans,  fcy  Mrs. 

Kerr.  To  which  is  added,  The  Slave  Pro- 
vinces of  Turkey,  by  Cj-prien  Robert.  M  J, 

History  of  the  Latin  and  Ten- 

tonic  Nations,  \^^^-t$s^.  Trans,  hy 
P.  A.  Ashworth,  Lran.slatQr  of  Dr.  Cneist& 
'History'  ofthe  English  Constitution.'  .V.S, 

REUMONT  (Alfred  Ae}.—Sej  Cam/as. 

REYNOLDS' (Sir  J.)  Literary  Works. 
With  Memoir  an<i  Remarks  by  H.  W. 
Beech V.     a  vols,     //.  S. 

BICHTER  (Jean  Paul).  Leyana, 
a  Treatise  on  Education  ;  together  with  the 
Autobiogra'/hy,  and  ashott  Memoir.    N.S, 

Flower,  Fruit,  and  Thorn  Pieces^ 

or  the  Wedded  Life,  De.ilh,  and  Marring 
of  Siebenkaes,  Translated  by  Alea.  £wing« 
N.S. 

The  only  complete  English  translation- 
ROSCOE'S  (W.)  Life  of  Leo  'S...  with 
Notes,  Historical  Documents,  and  l>i!Ker» 
lation  on   Lucreiia   Borgia.     3   Portraits. 
I  vols. 

Lorenzo    de'  Medld,  called    'The 

Magnificent,'     with      Copyright      Notes, 
Poems,  Letters,   Stc.      With    Memoir  of 
ko.scoe  and  Portrait  of  Lorenzo • 
RUSSIA,     History    of,    ftom    th» 
earliest  Period  to  the  Crimean  War.     By 
W.  K.  Kelly,     3  Portraits,     a  vols. 
SCHILLER'S  Works.    7  vols.    i\r.  S. 
Vol.  I.— Historj'oftheThirty  Ye.irs' War. 
Rev.  A.  J.  W.  Morrison,  M.A.     Portrait. 

Vol.  II.— History  of  the  Revolt  in  ihft 
Netherlands,  the  trials  of  Counts  Egmont 
and  Horn,  the  Siege  of  Antwerp,  and  the 
IJisltirbaT9i:e  of  France  preceding  the  Rci^K 
of  Henry  IV.  Transl.ited  by  Rev.  A.J.  W. 
Morrison  and  L.  Dora  Schmitz. 

Vol.  III.— Don  Carlos.      R.  D.  BoyblD 
— Mary    Stuart.     Mellish — Maid  of  Or- 
leans.     Anna  Swanwick — Bride  of  Mes- 
sina.   A  Loilge,  M.A    Together  with  the 
Use  of  the  Chorus  in  Tragedy  (a  short 
Essay).     Engravings. 
These  Dramas  are  all  translated  in  metre. 
Vol.    IV. ^ — Robbers — Fiesco — Love   and 
Intrigue — Demetrius — Ghost   Seer — Sport 
of  l>ivinity. 
The  Dramas  in  this  volume  are  in  prose. 
Vol.  v.— Poems.     E.  A.  Bowring,  C.B. 
Vol.  VL— Essays,  jEsthetical  and  Philo- 
sophical, including  the  Dissertation  on  the 
Connexion  between  the  Anioial  and  Sptti- 
teal  in  Man. 

Vol,  VII,  —  W'allenstein's  Camp.  J.. 
Chun^hill.  —  Piccolcimini  and  Death  oT 
Wallenstcin.  S.  T.  ColeridE=-— William 
Tell.  Su-TIieodoreMartin,K.C.B..  LL.D. 


I 
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aCHILLER   Mid   GOETHE.     OorT«> 

«pon<jence  between,  from  a.d.  1704-1805. 
With  Short  Notes  by  L.  Dora  bcWitz. 
»volv    J^.S.  I 

BCHLEOEL'S   (F.)    Leotnrei   on  the 

Philoiophy  of  Life  and  the  Philosophy  of 
Langiage.     By  A.  J.  W.  Mormon. 

Tbe  HlBtory  of  Uteratore,  Ancient 

and  Modern. 

The  Philosophy  of  History*  With 

Memoir  and  Portrait. 
— ^  Modem  Hifltoryi  with  the  Lecttires 
entitled    Cx-ULr  and    Alexander,  and   The 
Beginning  of  our  History.     By  L.  Puree! 
and  R.  H.  Whilelock. 

bathetic    and    MlBccUaneoDui 

Works,  contiuning  Letters  on  Christiaa 
Art,  Essay  on  Gothic  Architecture,  Re- 
marlcs  on  the  Kuniatice  Pijelry  of  the  Mid- 
dle Ajjes.  Chfi  Shak^peare,  the  Limits  of  the 
Beautiful,  and  on  ttie  Language  anil  Wis- 
dom of  the  Indians.     By  £.  J.  MillioKton. 

8CKLEQ£L  (A.  W.)  Dramatlo  Art 
and  Literature.  Ijy  J-  Black.  With  Me- 
moir by  A.  J.  W,  Morrison.     Portrait. 

SCHUUANN  (Robert),  His  lAta  and 
Works,  liy  A.  Keiuniami,  Trans,  by 
A.  L.  Alger.     N.S. 

Early  Letters.    Translated  by  May 

Herbert.     A'..-V. 

SHAKESPEARE'S  Dromatlo  Art. 
The  Hibtor>'  and  Character  of  Shakspeare's 
Plays.  By  Dr.  H.  Ulrici.  Trans,  by  L. 
Dura  Schuiiti.     a  vols.     A'.  S. 

SHERTDAK'S  Dramatic  Works.  With 
Memoir     Portrajt  (after  Reynotds).    N.  S. 

SKEAT  (Rev.  W.  'W,)—See  Chaucer. 

SI&SIONDTB  History  of  the  Litera- 
ture of  the  South  of  Europe.  With  Nolei. 
and  Memoir  by  T.  Rascue.  Pcrtraitil  of 
Sismoudi  and  Dante.     3  voln. 

The  ipeciuiens  e>f  early  French,  ItaJian, 
Spaimh,  and  Panuj;e&e  Poetry,  in  Eaglisli 
Verse,  by  Cary  and  others. 

SMITH'S  (Adam)  Tha  Wealth  of 
Nation*.  An  innuirj'  into  the  Nature  and 
Cau.«c$  of.  Keprinted  from  the  Sixth 
Kdilion.  With  at?  Introduction  by  Erneiit 
EJdfort  Bax.     a  voU.     jV.  S. 


BHTTBrS  (Adam)  Theory  of  Moral 

Sentiments  ;  with  Kway  on  the  First  For- 
mation of  I..aii2uaces,  and  Critical  Memoir 
by  Dugald  Stewart. 

SMTTH^S  rProfeasor)  Lectures  on 
Modern  History  ;  from  the  [rmptioDofthe 
Korthem  Nations  to  the  clo&e  of  tlie  Ameri- 
can Revolution.    3  vols. 

— -  Lectures  on  the  French  ReToln* 
tlon.     With  Index.     2  V0I&. 

BOUTHEY.— 6^.fr  Cmvtrr,  WcsUy,  and 
lUlMitrattti  Library)  NtUon. 

STURM'S  Morning  Comtntmlnn 
with  God,  or  DcTotionaJ  Meditations  for 
Every  Day.  Trans,  by  W.  Johnstone,  M.A. 

SULLT.    Memoirs  of  tbe  Duke  of| 

Prime  Minister  to  Henry  the  Great.  With 
Notes  and  Historical  Introduction.  4  Por- 
traits. 4  vols. 
TAYLOR'S  (Bishop  Jeremy)  Holy 
Living  and  Dying,  with  Prayers,  contain- 
ing the  Whole  Duty  of  a  Chriitian  and  the 
paru  of  Devotion  fitted  to  all  Occasions. 
Portrait.     N.  S. 

TEOERRY'S  Conquest  of  England  by 

the  Normans;  its  Causes,  and  its  Conse- 
quences in  England  and  the  Continent. 
ByW.  Hailitt.  VVith  short  Memoir.  aPor- 
traits.     I  vols.     A^.  S. 

TROTE'S   (Jean   do).  —  .$•«  /»*»/»>  d/ 

CoPltfHttUS. 

IJLRICI  [TiT.)—Strc  S/uvttspearr. 

VASARI.  Lives  of  the  most  Eminent 

Painters,  Sculptors,  and  Architects,  By 
Mrs.  J.  roster,  with  selected  Notes.  Por- 
traiL  6  vnls.,  Vol.  VI.  b-eing  an  additional 
Volume  of  Notes  by  J.  P.  Richter.  X.  S. 
WERNER'S  Templars  in  Cypmi. 
Tnms.  by  E.  A.  M.  Lewis.     iV.  S, 

WESLEY,  the  Llfb  of,  and  the  RiM 

and  Progress  of  Methodism.     By  Robo't 
Southev.     Portriiit      51.     N.S, 
WTIEATLET.    A  Rational  lUnstra- 

tion  of  the  Book  of  (Jomnion  Prayer,  being 
the  Substance  of  everj-thing  Liturgical  in 
all  former  Ritualist  Commentators  upon  the 
subject.  Frontispiece.  A''.  S. 
YOUNG  (Artburi  Travels  in  France. 
I'ldiied  hy  Miss  Hi^tluim  Edwards.  With 
a  I'urLraii.     A'.  vN". 


EVELYN'S  Diary  and  Correspond- 

dence,  with  the  Pnvate  Correspondence  of 
Charles  [  and  Sir  Edward  Nicholas,  and 
■between  Sir  Edward  Hyde(Eart  of  Claren- 
don) and  Sir  Richard  Browne.  Edited  from 
the  Original  MSS.  by  W.  Bray,  F.A.S. 
4  vols.  N.  S.  4$  Engravings  (after  Van- 
dyke, Lely,  Knetler,  and  Jajnieson,  Sec). 

N.B. — This  edition  contains  130  letters 
from  Evelyn  and  his  wife,  conLained  in  no 
other  edjuoa. 

FEPTS'  Diary  and  Correflpondenofl. 

With  Life  and  Nole^, by  Lord  BrayljroQke. 
4  vols.  N.  S.  With  AppcnctJK  containing 
additional  Letters,  an  Index,  and  31  En- 
gravings (after  Vandyke,  Sir  P.  Lely, 
Holbein    Kneller.  &c.). 


JESSE'S   Memotrs   of  the  Coort  of' 
England  under  the  Stuarts,  includinj;  the 
Protectorate.     3  vols.     With  Index  and  4a 
Portraits  (after  Vandyke,  Lely,  &c.). 

' Memaira  of  the  Pretenders  and  j 

their  Adherents.    7  Portraits.  ' 

ITUQ£NT*S    (Irfird)    Memorials    of 

tlampdcn,  his  Parly  and  Times.  With 
Memoir.  la  Poruaitf  (after  Vandyke 
and  others).     N.  S. 

STRICKLAND'S  (AffnM)  Uvea  of  the 
Queens  of  England  from  the  Norman 
Con<]uest.  Krom  authentic  Documents, 
public  and  private.  6  Portraits.  6  vols. 
N.  S. 

tife  of  Mary  Qncen    of  Scots. 

a  Portraits.     2  vols.     N.  S. 

Uves  of  the  Tad  or  an«  Staart 

Princeise*.    With  2  Psnraiis.     jV.  .V. 


PHILOSOPHICAL   LIBRARY. 

1 7  Foil.  cU  5^.  eoih,  excepting  those  nmrked  otherwise.     (3/.  igj.  per  set^ 


J 


BACON'S  Novum  Orsamun  and  Ad- 
vancement of  Learning.  With  Notes  by 
J.  Devey,  M..\. 

BAX.     A  Handbook  of  the  History 

of  Philosophy,  for  the  u<e  of  Students. 
By  E.  Bclfnrt  Bax,  Editor  of  Kant's 
'  Prolegomena.'     5^.     jV.  .S". 

C  OMTE'S  Phllo  sophy  of  the  Sciences. 

An  Exposition  of  the  Principles  of  the 
Cifurt  tie  Philoiepkie  Petilrt't.  By  G.  H. 
Lewes,  Author  of  'The  Life  of  Goethe.' 

DRAPER  (Dr.  3.  W.)    A  History  of 

the  Intellectual  Developmeat  of  Europe, 
a  vols.     N.  S. 

HEOEL'S  Philosopby  of  History.    By 

J.  Sibree,  M..A. 

KANT'S   Critique   of   Pure  Reason. 

By  J .  M ,  D ,  M  c  i  Iclcj  ohn .     -V.  S. 

Prolegomena  and  Metaphysical 

FeuaiUtion:!  of  Natural  Science,  with  Bio- 
enphy  and  Memoir  by  iL.  Belfort  Bax. 
Porixaiu     N.  S. 


LOGIC,  or  the  Science  of  Infsrenoe, 

A  Papular  Manual.     Uy  J .  Devey. 

MILLER  (Profbsaor).    History  Pbllo> 

sophically  Illustrated,  from  the  Fall  of  the 
Roman  btnpire  to  the  French  Revolution' 
With  Memoir.    4  vols.    3X,  6d.  each. 

SCHOPENHAUER  on  the  ronrfold 

Root  of  the  Principle  of  Sufficient  Reason,  . 
nnil  on  the  Will  in  Nature.  Trans.  froiiL| 
the  Gertiian,  | 

SPINOZA'S  Chief  Works.  Tram,  with 
Introductiun  by  R.  H.  M.  Elwes.  2  vols. 
N.S. 

Vol.   I. — Tractatos  Theologico^Politicus 
— Political  Treatise. 

Vol.   II. —  Improvement  of  the  Under- 
standing— E  thics — Letters. 

TENNEMANN<S  Manual  of  the  BJs* 

lory  of  PhilLKKjphy.  Traiu.  by  Rev.  A. 
Johnson,  M.A, 


THEOLOGICAL    LIBRARY.  I 

15  J^ols.  at  5^.  tach,  excepting  these  marked  otherwise.     (3/.  13/.  6d.per  set.) 


KM.v.vx.     Inti-odactlon   to    the   Old 

Tesument.  By  Frieilrich  Bleek.  Tnns. 
under  the  supervision  of  Rev.  E.  Venables, 
Re»identuu-y  Canon  of  Lincoln,  a  vols. 
N,£. 

CHILLINGWORTH'B  R«Ugloo  of 
Prolestanis.     >c.  6d. 

EUSEBIUB.     Ecclesiavtlcal   Hlatorj' 

of  Euscbius  Pamphilius,  Bishop  ofCJcsarca. 
Trans,  by  Rev.  C.  F.  Cruse,  M.A.  With 
NotM,  Life,  and  Chronological  Tables. 

ETAQRIUS.    Hljtorr  of  the  Church. 

^^ee  Theodartl. 

HARD  WICK.  Hlatory  of  the  Articles 
of  ReligktD  >  to  which  is  added  a  Series  of 
Document]  from  a.d.  1536  to  a.d.  1615. 
Ed.  by  Rev.  F.  Proctor.     N.  S. 

HENRY'S  (Blatthew)  Ezporition  of 

the  Book  or  P^nu.    N  umerotu  Woodoxts. 

FEARSOIT  (John,  D.S.)  ExpoKltlon 
of  the  Creed.  Edit,  by  E.  Walford,  M.A. 
With  Nota,  Aiutlyiij,  uid  Indexes.    N.  S. 
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FHII.O-jnD£US,    "Works    of. 

Contemporary   of  Josephus.      Trant. 
C.  D.  longe.     4  vols. 

FHILOSTORGIUS.    Ecdesl 

History  of. — Ste  Soiomen. 

SOCRATES'  Ecclesiastical  HlstoryT 

Comprising  a  H  vAory  of  the  Church  froia 
Constantine,  a.u.  305,  to  the  38th  year  of 
Theo<JtMius  1 1 .     with  Short  Account  ^| 
the  Author,  and  selected  Notes.  ^| 

SOZOMEirs  EcclealAstical  Hlstor^ 

h.,a.  324-440.  With  Notes,  F'rcfatory  Re- 
marks by  Valesitu,  and  Short  Memoir. 
Together  with  the  EccLEsiASTicAt.  His 
TOKV  OF  PmLoSToRGiuSjas  epitomised  by 
Photiu*.  Trans,  by  Rev.  E.  Walford,  M.A. 
With  Notes  and  brief  Life. 

THEODORET  and  EVAGRTCS.    His 

lories  of  the  Church  from  a.d.  33a  to  the 
Death   of  Theodore  of  Mopsuestia,  a.d. 

i37  ;  and  from  a.d.  431  to  a.d.  544.    With 
lemoirs. 

WIESET.ER'8  (Karl)   Chronological 

Synopsis  of  the  Four  Gospels,  Trans,  by 
Rev.  Canon  Venables.     N.  S. 


ANTIQUARIAN    LIBRARY. 

35  Vols,  at  5f.  each.     (8/.  l^s.  per  tet.) 


ANGLO-SAXON  CHRONICLE.  ~  .r«   I 

BcHt.  \ 

ASBER'3  Life  Of  Alft-ed Stt  Six  O.  E. 

ChrtfnicUi. 
BEDE'S  (Teuerable)  Ecclealastloal 
History  of  England.  Together  with  the 
Anglo-Saxos  Chkoniclb.  With  Notes, 
Short  Life,  Analysis,  and  Map.  Edit,  by 
J.  A.  Gile!,,  D.C.L. 

BOETHIUS'S  Consolation  of  FhUo- 

sophy.  Kins  Alfreil'.;  AuEfo-Saxon  Ver- 
sion of.  With  an  English  Translation  on 
opposite  pages.  Notes,  Introduction,  and 
Glossary,  by  Rev.  S.  Fox,  M.A.  To 
which  is  added  the  Anglo-Saxon  Version  of 
the  MHTKts  OP  BoKTHiLS,  with  a  free 
Translation  by  Martin  F.  Tupper,  D.CL, 

BRAND'S     Popular    Antltiuitlea    of 

En{rland,  Scolland,  and  IrelanJ.  lilus- 
Iraivng  the  Origin  of  our  Vulgar  and  Pro- 
vincial Customs,  Cercjnonies,  and  Stiper- 
stitioas.    By  Sir  Henry  Ellis,  K.H.,F.R.S. 

Frontispiece.    3  voU. 


CHRONICLES    of   the    CRUSADES. 

CoQlecDporai'y  Narratives  of  Richard  CcEtir 
de  Lion,  by  Richard  of  Devizes  and  Geof- 
frey de  Vinsauf ;   and  of  the  Crusade  a( 


Saint  Louus,  by  Lord  Juhn  de  Join' 
IlTuminaied  Fn 


With  Short  Notes. 
piece  from  an  old  MS 
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DYER'S  (T.  F.  T.)    BritUh  Popular 

Customs,  Present  and  Past.  An  Account 
of  the  variuus  Games  and  Customs  asso- 
ciated with  different  Days  of  the  Vear  in 
the  British  Isles,  airangeo  according  to  the 
Caletidor.  By  the  Rev.  T.  F.  TB 
Dyer,  M.A. 
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EARLY  TRAVELS  IN  PALESTINE. 

Comirt-isins?  the  Narratives  of  Arcnlf, 
Wiljifaald,  Bernard,  Sicwulf,  Sigurd,  Ben- 
miDin  of  Tudela,  Sir  John  Maundeville, 
De  la  Brocquiire,  and  Maundrell ;  all  OU' 
abridged.  With  Introduction  and  N 
by  Thomas  WrigbL     Map  of  Jerusali 
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ELU8  (GO  gpoctmena  of  Enrly  En- 
glish Metrica.1  Romances,  relating  to 
Arthur,  Merlin,  Guy  of  Warwick,  Richard 
C>eur  de  Lion,  Charlemagne,  Roland,  &c. 
&c.  With  Hietorical  Introductiiin  by  J.O. 
Halliwell,  F.R.S.  Illuminated  FrontU- 
piece  from  an  uld  MS, 

ETHEL WERD.  Chronicle  of.— i'M 
S'l'-x  O.  £.  ChronicUi. 

FLO  HENCE    OF    'WORCESTER'S 

Chronicle,  with  the  Two  Conltimatiuns : 
comprising  Annals  of  English  History 
from  the  departure  of  the  Romans  to  the 
Reign  of  Edward  I.  Trans,,  wtih  Nulcii, 
by  Thonias  Forestier,  M.A. 

QEOFFRET    OF    MONMOUTH, 

Chron do  of. — See  Six  O.  E.  ChronicUi. 

GESTA    HOMANOHTIM,    or    Enter. 

taining  Moral  Stories  invented  by  the 
Monies.  Trans,  with  Notes  by  the  Rev. 
Charles  Swan,     Edit,  by  W.  Hooper,  M.A. 

atLDAS.    CtxvBiaX^at.—SetSUtO.K. 

Chronicles. 

OIRALDUS  CAMBRENSIS'  Histori- 
cal Works.  Containing  'ioiwjgraphy  of 
Ireland,  and  Hiiiorj'  qf  iht  Conijuest  of 
Ireland,  by  Th.  Forester,  M.A.  Itircrary 
through  Wales,  and  Description  of  Wales, 
by  Sir  R.  Colt  Hoare. 

HENRT  OF  HUNTINGDON'a  His- 
tory of  the  Engli.sh,  from  the  Roman  In- 
vasion to  the  Accession  of  Henry  11.; 
with  the  Acts  of  King  Stephen,  and  the 
■Letter  to  Walter.  By  T.  Forester,  M.A. 
Frontispiece  from  au  old  MS. 

INQCLPH'S  Cbronlcleaof  the  Abbor 
of  Croyland,  with  the  Continuation  by 
Peter  of  Fliois  and  others.  Trans,  with 
Notes  by  H.  T.  Riley,  B.A. 

KEIOHTLET'S  (ThomaB)  Fairy  My- 
thology,  iflustracive  of  the  Romance  and 
Superstition  of  Various  Countries.  Fraadi- 
piece  by  Cruikshafik.    N,  S. 

LEPSIUS'S  Letters  ft-om  Eg^t, 
Ethiopia,  and  the  PetiinsuU  of  Sinai ;  to 
which  ate  added,  Extracts  from  his 
Chronology  of  ihe  EeiTitians,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  Exodus  of  thi;  Israelites.  By 
L.  and  J.  B.  Horner.  Maps  and  Coloured 
View  of  Mount  Barkal. 

MALLET'S  Northern  Antlaalties,  or 
an  Hisioi'icaJ  Account  of  the  Manners, 
Customs,  Religions,  and  Literamre  of  the 
Ancient  Scandinavians.  Trans,  by  Bishop 
Percy.  With  Translation  of  the  Pkosh 
Edda,  and  Notes  by  J.  A.  Biackwell. 
Also  an  Abstract  of  the  '  Eyrbyggia  Saga  ' 
by  Sir  Walter  Scott.  With  Glossary 
knd  Coloac«d  Frontispiece. 


MARCO  FOLD'S  Travel! ;  with  Notes 
and    Introduction.      Edit,  by  T.  Wright. 

MATTHEW  FARIS'S   English   Hls-^ 

lory,  from  1235  to  1273.  By  Rev.  J.  A.^H 
Giles,  D.C.I..  with  Frontispiece.  3  vols.— ^H 
Set  also  Roger  0/  H'cnduver. 


MATTHEW   OF   WXSTMTNSTER'S 

Flowers  of  Historj',  especially  such  as  re- 
late to  the  affaire  of  Britain,  from  the  be- 
einnine;  of  the  World  to  a.o.  1307.  By 
C.  D.  Yonge.     a  vols. 

NENNIUS.      Chronicle   of.— 5m  Six 

O.  E.  Clir&nicUi. 

ORDERICUS  VITALIS'  Ecclesiastical 

History  of  England  aT3d  Normandy.  With 
Notes,  Introduction  of  Guizoi,  and  the 
Critical  Notice  of  M,  Delille,  by  T. 
Forester,  M.A.  To  which  is  added  the 
Chhonicuk  OK  St.  EvHOL'LT.  WlthGenc- 
rul  and  Chronological  Indexes.     4  va^s. 

FAULI'S  (Dr.  R.>  Life  of  Alfred  the 
Great.  To  which  is  appended  Alfred's 
Anglo-Saxon  Version  oFORosiirs.  With 
literal  Translation  interpaged,  Notes,  and 
an  Anglo-Saxon  GKAMMAKand  Glossary, 
by  B.  Thorpe,  Es(j.     Frontispiece. 

RICHARD    OF    CtRENCESTER. 

Chronicle  of. — See  Six  O.  E.  ChrvnicUs. 

ROGER  DE  HOVEDEN'S  Annals  of 

Englbh  Hi-Story,  comprising  the  HLstory 
of  England  and  of  other  Countries  of  Eu- 
rope from  A.o.  732  to  A.D.  I20I,  With 
Notes  by  H.  T.  Riley,  B.A.     2  vols. 

ROGER  OF  WEimOVER'S  Flowers 

of  History-,  couiprUing  the  History  of 
England  from  the  Descent  of  the  Saxons  to 
A.D.  1235,  formerly  ascribed  to  Matthew 
Paris.  Wiih  Note.s  and  Index  by  J.  A. 
Giles,  D.C.L.    a  vols. 

BIX  OLD  ENGLISH  CHRONICLES  : 

vii.,  Asaer's  Life  of  .Alfred  ajul  the  Chroiii 
clesof  Ethelwerd,  Cildas,  Nennius,  Ge.>f- 
frey  of  Monmouth,  and  Richard  of  Ciren- 
cester. Edit.,  with  Notes,  by  J.  A.  Gil«9| 
D.C.L.     Portrait  ol  Alfred. 

WILLIAM     OF     MALMESBtTRT'B 

Chronicle  of  the  Kings  of  England,  from 
the  Earliest  Period  to  Kine  Stephen.     By 
Rev.  J.  Sharpe.      With  Notes  by  J.  ArJ 
Giles,  D.C  U     Krondspiece.  1 

TITLE-TIDE  STORIES.  A  Collection 
of  Scandinavian  and  North-German  Popu- 
Iai  Talii  and  Tradilions,  from  the  Swedish, 
Danish,  and  German.    Edit,  by  B.  Thoip> 
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SOHN'S  UBRAKJES. 


ILLUSTRATED    LIBRARY. 

87  Vols,  at  5j.  fcVj,  exacting  those  ntarktd othjcru-iu.      (J3/,  y,  6d.  fer  fet.)  < 
ALIXirS   (Joseph,  RJ7.)  BatflM  of 

(he  British  Navy,  Revised  edition,  wilh 
Indexes  of  Namw  and  E-venti,  vid  57  For- 
(rai<saad  Plant.    3  vuU. 


ANCERSErrs   Daniab   rairy  TalM. 

By  CaLr<»liiie  Pcaclicy.  With  Short  Life 
aud  inj  Wood  EogTAvingi. 

ARIOSTO'8     Orlando     FurlosOt     In 

Knglish  VePie  by  W.  S.  Rom:.  With  Notes 
aud  Short  Memoir.  Portruic  after  Titian, 
and  24  Steel  Eogravinss.     2  vols. 

BECHSTEIZrs  Cage   and   Chamber 

iiirds  :  their  NaturaJ  Histor)-,  Habiu,  8tc. 
Together  with  Swef.t's  British  Was- 
BLERS.     4;  Plates  and  Woodcuts.     A.  S. 

or  with  the  Plate*  Coloured,  71.  6d. 

BONOnas  NlBeveh  ancl  lu  Palaces. 

The  Discoveries  of  Bulla  and  Layard 
applied  to  the  Elucidation  of  Holy  Writ, 
7  Plates  and  294  Woodcuts.     A'.  J. 

BnTI.ER'8    Hndlbraa,   with    Variomm 
Notes   and    Biography.      Portrait   and   aB 

lUuktrations. 

CATTERMOLE'S  Evenlngv  at  Had- 

don  Hall.  Koniantic  Taks  of  the  Olden 
Times.  With  24  Steel  Engravings  after 
Catlemiole. 

CHINA,  Pictorial,  DeacriptlTe,  and 

Hiiitorical,  with  some  account  of  Ava  and 
the  Huroie!^:,  iiiam,  and  Anam,    Map, and 

nearly  100  Iljiiscrations. 

CRAIK'S  (Q.  L,)   PnrsTat    of  Enow- 

ledfie  under  Difficuliics.  IlluMrated  by 
Anecdotes  and  Memoirs.  Nunicroui  Wood- 
cut Portraits.     iV.  S. 

CRCIKSHANK'a  Three  Courses  and 

a  Dissert ;  comprising  three  Sets  of  Tales, 
West  Cotiiitrj-,  Iri.sh,  and  Legal  ;  and  a 
Melange.  With  50  llluslraliotu  by  Cruik- 
shank.     N.  S. 

Pimch  and  Judy.    The  Dittlogiie  of 

the  Puppet  Show ;  an  Aeconnt  ofiis  Origin, 
&c.  24  t^u.^lraEiuns  by  Cruikshaiik.   jV,  S. 

With  Coloured  Plates.     71.  6d, 

DIDKOsrS   Chriotlan   Icono^aphy; 

a  History  of  Christian  Art  in  the  Middle 
Ages.  By  the  late  A.  N.  Didron.  Trans, 
hy  E.  J.  Millingtoii,  and  cooipleted,  with 
Additions  and  Appendiceit,  by  Margaret 
Stokes,  avals.  With  numerous rUusirations. 
Vol.  I.  The  Hiitorj'  of  the  Nimbus,  the 
Aureule,  and  the  Glory  ;  Representations 
of  the  Person's  of  the  Trinity. 
Vul.  ir.  The  Trinity;  Angels;  Devils; 

J  The  Soul ;  The  Chrisiian  Sebeme,   Appen- 

L         dices, 
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DANTE,  in  English  Verse,  by  I.  C.Wrigh 
M.A.     With   inlrodoction    and    Meinotri^ 
Portrait  and   34   Steel    Engravings    aft< 
Flaxman.    JV.  S. 

DTER  (Dr.  T.  H.)   Pompeii:  its  Build- 
ings and  AntiuuitieA.     An  Account  of  the 
City,  with  full  Uescription  of  the  Remains 
and  Recent  Elxcavations,  and  an  Itim 
for    Visitors-       By  T.    H.    Dyer,    LL 
Nearly  300  Wood  Engravings,  Map, 
Plan,    yt.dd.    X.S. 

Rome :    History    of  the    City, 

Introduction    on    recent    Excavations. 
l£ngra>in|i;>,  Fronii-ipiecc,  and  2  Maps. 

GI.I.    BLAS.     The   Adventures   of 

From  the  French  of  Lesage  by  Smollett, 
<4  Lngiaviiip  after  Sniitke,  and  10  Etch- 
ings by  Cniikshank.     6is  pages,     6t. 

GRUCM'S   Gammer  Orethel;  or,  Ger- 
man   Fair>'    Tales    and    Popular   Stories, 
containing:   43    Fairy    Tales.      By    Edg 
Taylor.     Numerous  Woodcuts  after  Cnul 
shack  and  Ludwig  Grinua.     ji.  6J. 

BOLBEEtrs    Dance    of    Death 

Bible  Cuts.     Upwards  of  150  Subjects,  < 
graved  in  facsimile,  with  Introduction  Ou 
Uescriplion.s   by  the   late    Francis   Douc 
and  Dr.  Iiibdin.     js,  tJ. 

HOWITrrs  (Mary)  Pictorial  Caleii 

ditf  of  the  Season.s  ;  embodying  Aikin) 
CALENtiAk  OF  Nature.  Upwards  of  la 
Woodcuts. 

INDIA,  Pictorial,  Descriptive,   anA^ 

Historical,  frocn  the  Earliest  Times.  t(» 
Engravings  on  Wood  and  Map. 

JESSE'S   Anecdotes   of  Doers.    With^ 

40  Woodcuts  after  Harvey,  Bewick, 
others.     .iV.  S. 

With  34  additional   Steel    Engravinc 

after  Cooper,  Landseer,  &c.  ys.  6d.   ff,  , 

SING'S  (C.  W.)    Natoral  HlstorT 
Gems    or    Decorative   Stones.      lllu 
tions.    61. 

NaturaJ    History    of    Preciov 

Stoues  and  MetaJs.     Illustrations.     &t. 

KJTTO'a  Scripture  I^ands.  Describ 
in  a  series  of  Hisiorical,  Geographical,  1 
Topographical  Sketches.     4a  Maps. 

With  the  Maps  coloured,  js.  6d. 

KRUMMACHER'S  Parables.  40  lllus- 

trsuoos. 

LINDSAY'S  (Lord)  Letters  on  E| 

Kdom,  and  the  Holy   Land.      36 
Engravings  and  3  Mjip*. 
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I.OIIdB'8    Portraits    of  lUai^io^J 

Personage!!  of  Great    Britnin,    with    Bio- 

fraphicaJ  and  Hinturica)  Memoirs.  340 
'oriraiu  engraved  on  Steet,  vrich  the 
respective  Uivgraphies  aaabiidged.  Com- 
plete  in  8  vols. 

LOKOFELLOW^    Poetical    Works, 

incluiling  his  Transl.iiions  a-nd  Notes,  94 
full-page  Wi>»l>.'uls  by  Birkei  Faster  and 
others,  and  a  Portrait.     N.S. 

Without  the  ]  liustratioiM,  3*.  6rf.   A'.  S. 

Pro#e  Works.      With   t6    full-page 

Wqodcuts  br  Birliet  Foster  and  others. 

LOXTDOITS  (Mrs.)  Entertaining  Na> 
turalLsl.  Popular  Descripiiuns,  Tales,  and 
Anecdotes,  of  more  llian  500  .^j^inua^ls. 
Numerous  Woodcuts.     A'',  i". 

MARRTAT'S  <Capt.,  R.N.)  Master- 
man  Ready  ;  or,  the  Wreck  of  the  Pacific. 
(Wrilien  for  Young  People.)  With  93 
WotHlcuts.     yt.  6d.     N.  S. 

Mission;   or,  Scenes  in  Africa. 

(Written  for  Young  People.)  Illustrated 
by  Gilbert  and  Datxiel.     y.  6d.     N.  S. 

Pirate  and  Three  Cutters.  (Writ- 
ten for  \oung  People.)  Willi  a  Memoir. 
8  Steel  Engravings  after  Clarksoa  Stan- 
field,  R.A-     jr.  6d.     A'.  S. 

" —  Prlvateeraman.  Adventures  by  Sea 
and  Land  One  Hundred  Years  Afo. 
(Written  fcr  Young  People.)  8  Sta«l  £11- 
gTavings.    ji.  6d.     N.  S. 

Settlers  in  Canada.    (Written  for 

Young  Pcuplc.)  10  Kngravings  by  Gilbert 
and  Dalziel.     34-.  6ti.     jV.  .V". 

-  Poor  Jack.  OYritten  for  Young 
People.}  With  16  Illustrations  after  Clark- 
son  Stanfield,  R.A.    3s.  6d.     N.  S. 

Midshipman    Easy.     With   8   fnll- 

p.ige  Uluatratioris.  Small  po<t  Svo.  zs.  td. 
N.S. 

Peter  Simple.  With  8  full-ijage  Illus- 
trations.    Small  post  Svo.  ii,6.i.    N-M. 

fif  ASTWETlL'S  VictoTles  of  Welling. 

ton  and  the  liridsh  Armies.  Frontispiece 
and  4  Portraits. 

MICHAEI.  ANGELOoittl  RAPHAEL, 

Their  Lives  and  Works.     By  Duppa  and 

guatremire   de    Quincy.       Portraits    and 
ngravings,  including  the  Last  Judgment, 
and  Cartoons.     A'.  S. 

MII.I.ER'S    History   of    the   AngIo> 

Saxons,  from,  the  Earliest  Period  to  the 
Norman  Conquest.  Portrait  of  Alfred,  Map 
uf  SaxoD  Britain,  and  13  Steel  Engravings. 

MZLTOirs  Poetical  VTorks,  with  a 
Memoir  and  Notes  by  J,  Montgomery,  an 
Index  to  Paradise  Lost,  Todd's  Verbal 
Index  to  all  the  Poems,  and  Notes.  lao 
Wood  Engravlags.     a  vols.    A''.  .S. 


HUDIEV  HlstoTT  of  Brltlsb  Birdm 
Revised  by  W.  C.  L.  MarttD.  ja  Figwet  of 
Bird!  and  7  Plates  of  Eggs,    a  vols.    Ii.S. 

With  the  Plates  coloured,  7J.  6rf.  per  vol. 

NAVAL   and   MILITARY    HEROES 

of  Great  Britain  ;  a  Record  of  British 
Valour  on  every  Day  in  the  J'ear,  from 
William  the  Conqueror  to  the  Battle  of 
Inkermann,  By  Major  John.s,  R.M,,  and 
Lieut.  P.  H.  Nicolas,  R.M.  Indexes.  14 
Portraits  after  Holbein,  Reynolds,  &c.   (u. 

mcoLlNrs  History  of  the  Jesuits : 
their  Origin,  Progress,  Doctrines,  and  De- 
si^s.     S  Partraits- 

P£TRARCH'S  Sonnets,  Trlmuphs, 
and  other  Poein&,  in  English  V»tse,  \Vith 
Life  by  Thomas  Campbell.  Portrait  and 
15  Steel  Eagiavings. 

PICKERlNa'S  History  of  the  Races 

of  Man,  and  their  Geograiihical  Distribu- 
tion ;  with  An  .\nalvtical  Synopsis  of 
THE  Natdrai.  History  of  Man.  By  Dr. 
Kali.     Map  of  the  World  and  la  Plates. 

With  the  Plates  coloured,  js.  6d. 

PICTORIAL     HANDBOOK     OF 

Mmlcrn  (Jeography  en  a  Popular  Plan. 
Compiled  from  the  best  Authorities,  English 
and  Foreign,  by  H.  G-  Bohn.  150  Wood- 
cuts and  51  Maps.     6t. 

——  With  the  Maps  coloured,  jt.  6d. 

Without  the  Maps,  ar.  id. 

POPE'S    Poetical    W^orka,    includi 

Translations,  Edit.,  »-ith  Notes,  by  R" 
Carrulhers.    a  vols. 

Homer's    niad,   with    Introduction 

and  Notes  by  Rev.  J.  5.  Watson,  M.A.^ 
With  Flaxman's  Desigits.    N,  S.  \ 

Homer's  Odyssey,  with  the  Battlk 

(JK  Frogs  and  Mich,  Hymns,  &c. ,  by 
other  tranhlators,  including  Chapman.  In- 
troduction and  Notes  by  J.  S.  Watson, 
M.A.    VVIth  Flaxman's  Designs.    A''.  S. 

Life,   including  many  of  his  I.etters. 

By  R.  Carruthers.   Numerous  Illustrations. 

POTTERY    ASB    PORCELAIN,    and 

other  objects  of  Vertu,  Comprising  an 
Illustrated  Cat:ilogue  of  the  Beraal  Ccl- 
lection,  with  the  prices  and  names  of  the 
Pos.*e,*w<>r!,.  Also  an  Introductory  Lecture 
on  Pottery  and  Porcelain,  and  an  Engraved 
List  of  all  Marks  and  Monograms.  By 
H.  G.  Bohn.     Numerous  Woodcuts,  j 

"With  cnloured  Illustraltons,  loj.  6d.        J 

PROUTS  (Father)   Reliques.     Edited^' 
by  Rev.  F.  Mahony.      Copi-right  edition, 
with    the    Author's    last   corrections    and 
additions.      31   Etchings  by  D.   Mticlisei 
R.A.     Nearly  fioo  pages.     5^.    AT,  S, 
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BBGREATIORS  tS  SHOOTIHa.  Witli 
tone  Account  of  the  Game  found  in  the 
Brituh  Ides,  and  Direccioiu  for  the  Manage- 
■neol  of  Dog  and  Gun.  By  '  Craven.'  6a 
Woodcuu  and  9  Steel  Engravings  after 
A.  Cooper,  K.A. 

RKNMIK.  I&MOt  Arohltectiure.  Re- 
»i»ed  by  Rev.  J.  G.  Wood,  M.A.  j86 
Woodcuu.    ^r.  S. 

ROBIKBON  CRUSOE.  With  Memoir  of 
Ucloe,  13  SleeJ  Engravings  and  74  Wood- 
cuts after  Stolhard  and  Harvey, 

Without  the  Engravings,  «.  6ti, 

ROME  IX  THE  NINETEENTH  CEN- 

tury.  An  Account  in  1817  of  the  Ruins  zf 
the  Ancient  City,  and  Monuments  of  Modem 
Time*.  By  C.  A.  Eaton.  3*  Steel  En- 
gravings,    a  vols. 

BHARPE  (S.)  Tbe  Hlatorr  of  Egypt, 
from  the  Earliest  Times  till  the  Conquest 
by  the  Arabs,  a-d.  640.  3  Maps  aod  up- 
wards of  400  Woodcuts,     a  vols.     A^  S. 

BOUTHEY'S    Ufa   of  NelBon.    With 

Additional  Notes,  Facsimiles  of  Nelson's 
Writing,  Portraits,  Plans,  and  50  Engrav- 
ings, attei  Birket  Po&ter,  &c.     A',  .b". 

BTARUNO'S  (Mlra)  Noble  Dearta  of 
Women;  or,  Examples  of  Kemalc  Courage, 
Fortitude,  and  Virtue,  With  t^  Sicel  Por- 
traits.   A'',  .y. 

STUART  and  REVETT'S  Antlqtilties 

of  Athens,  and  other  Monuments  of  Greece  ; 
with  Glossary  of  Terms  used  in  Grecian 
Architecture.  7 1  Steel  Flate.t  and  nuRierous 
Woodcuts. 

SWEET'S  Brltifih  Wurblers.  si.—Sre 

BtcAsteiii. 

TAI.E9    OF    THE    OENII  :    or,    the 

Delightful  L.es.V}ns  of  Horani,  the  Son  of 
Asmar,  Trans,  by  SirC.  Morrell,  NutKer- 
oas  WcodcutJi. 


TASMVS    JeniMdwga   IMIyvrvd. 

English  Spenserian  Verse,  with  Life,  byl 
I.  H.  Wiffen.  With  S  Engravings  and  24.1 
Woodcuts.     A'.  .?. 

WALKER'S   ManlT   Exercla«B;   con- 1 
taining  Skating,  Riding,  Driving,  Hunting, 
Shooting,  Sailing,  Rowuie,  Swimming,  &c.^ 
44  Engravings-  and  numerous  Woodcuts. 

WALTON'S  Complete  Angler,  or  tit* j 
Contemplative  Man  !>  Recreation,  by  Izaaki 
Walton  and  Charles  Cotton.  With  Me>J 
moirs  and  Notes  by  E.  Jesse.  Also  UkA 
Account  of  Filling  Stations,  Tackle,  &c.,i 
by  H.  G.  Bohn.  Portrait  and  aoj  Wood-^ 
cut*.     N.  S. 

With  36  additional  Engravings  on  Sted,^ 

ji.  6d. 

Lives  of  Donne,  W^ottoiij  Hi>oker^  I 

&c.,  with  Notes.  A  New  Edition,  re— ] 
vised  by  A  H.  Bullen,  with  a  Memoir] 
of  Itaak  Walton  by  William  Dowling.  6  ] 
Portraiu,  6  Autograph  Sistuttures,  &C.  1 
N.  S. 

WELLINOTOU,  Life  of.  Frtnn  the] 
Materials  of  MoxwoU.  18  Steel  En«| 
graving^. 

VlctorloB  ot.—.^et  Majnve/i. 

WESTROPP  (H.  M.)   A  Handbook  ofl 

ArchiBology,   Egyptian,  Greek,  Eirtiscan,  \ 
Roman.  _   By  H.  hi.  Westropp.    Momeroa 
Illustrations,    jt,  6d.    N.  S. 

WHITE'S   Natural   History  of  8«1> 

borne,  with  Observations  on  various  Part»| 
of  Nature,  and  the  Naturalists'  Calendar.! 
Sir  W.  Jardine-  EdiL,  with  Notes  andl 
Memoir, by  E.  Jesse.    40  Portraits-    N.  S. 

With  the  Plates  coloured,  71.  W.  K.  S.\ 

YOUNG    LADTS    BOOK,    The.     hi 

Manual  of  Recreations,  Arts,  Sciences,  andf 
Accomplishments.     ik>o  Woodcut  lllustn 
liorts.    js.  6d, 

cloth  gilt,  gilt  edges,  gt. 


CLASSICAL    LIBRARY. 

Translations  from  the  Greek  and  Latin. 
102  Vb/s.  at  5^.  etuA,  excepting ihost  marked  otherwise.     (25/.  Ox.  6-/.  per  set.) 

JESCHYLUS,    The    Dramae    of.     In 

Eniijiish  Verse  by   Anna   iju-anwick.      4th 
edition.    A'.  S. 

The  Trajredlea  of.     In  Prose,  with 

Notes  and  Intruduction,  by  T.  A.  Buckley, 
B.A.     Portrait,     is.  (ui. 

AJffMIANUS  MARCELLZNUB.  Hia. 
tory  of  Rome  during  the  Reigns  of  Coo- 
Ktaatius,  Julian,  Jovianus,Valentinian,  and 
Valew,  by  C.  D.  Yonge,  B.A  Double 
fofuine.    jM.  6d. 


ANTONINUB  (».  ActreUus),  ThM 
Thoughts  of.      'Translated   literally,   withf 

I  Notes,  Biographical  Sketch,  and  Essay  OU 
the   Philosophy,  by  George   Long,    M.A.| 

'        V-6rf.     N.S. 

'    AFULEIUS,    The   Works   of. 

prising  the  Golden  Ass,  God  of 

I         FtoritU,  and    Discourse  of  Magic^ 

a  Metrical  Version  of  Cupid  and 

and     Mrs.     Tighe's      Psyche. 
1        piece. 


CLASSICAL  UBRARY, 


ARISTOPHANES'  C«iii«dlM.    Tnns., 

with  Note  and  £xtract£&om  Frere'»  «nd 
other  Metrical  Versioni,  by  W.  J.  Hickie. 
Portrait,     a  vols. 

ARISTOTXE'S  Nlcomachean  Etbloa. 

Trans.,  with  Notes,  Analytical  lotroduc- 
cion.and  Questiotvs  for  Students,  by  Veo. 
Archdn,  Browne. 

•  — -  PoUtlca  and  Economloa.  Trins., 
with  Notes,  Analyses,  and  Index,  by  E. 
Walford,  M.A.,  and  an  Esuy  vid  Life  by 
Dr.  Gilhcs. 

—~  Metapliralca.  Tntos.,  with_  Notes, 
AnalyitU,  and  Examinaiion  Questions,  by 
Rev,  John  H.  M'Mahon,  M.A. 

• —  HlKtory  of  Animalfl.  In  Ten  Books. 
Trans.,  with  Notes  and  Index,  by  R. 
Cresswell,  M.A. 

OrgAnon ;  or.  Logical  Treatises,  and 

the  iBtrodtictiou  of  Porphyry.  With  Notes, 
Analysis,  and  Introduction,  by  Rev.  O. 
F.  Owen,  M.A.     a  vols.     ^j.  6</  each. 

—  Rhetoric  and  PoetlcB:.  Trans.,  with 
Hobbes'  Analysis,  Exam.  Qucstian&,  and 
Notes,  by  T.  Buckley,  RA.     Portrait. 

ATH£N.£US.  Tbe  DelpnoBopliistfl ; 
or,  the  Banquet  of  the  Learned.  By  C.  D. 
Yonge,  B.A.  With  an  Appendix  of  Poeti- 
cal Fragments.     3  vols. 

ATLAS  of  ClaMical  0«ogT&ph7.    as 

large  Coloored  Maps.  With  a  complete 
Index.     Imp.  Svo.     ^s.  bd. 

BlOIX.—See  Tluxritus. 

CSSAR.  CommentiLrlea  on  the 
Gallic  and  Civil  Wars,  with  the  Supple- 
mentary Book.<<  attributed  to  Hirtius,  in* 
eluding  the  complete  Alexandrian,  Africaji, 
and  Spanish  Wars.  Trans,  with  Notes. 
Portrait. 

CATUIOins,  TtbnUiu,  lUlil  the  Vl^ 
of  Ventis.  Trans,  with  Notes  and  Bio- 
gniphical  Introduction.  To  which  are 
adi^d.  Metrical  Versions  by  Lamb, 
Grainger,  and  others.     Frontispiece. 

CICERO'S  Oratlonft.    Trans,  by  C.  D. 

YoBge,  B.A.    4  vols. 
On  Oratory  and  Orators.    With 

Letters,  to  Quintus  and  Brutus.  Trans., 
%vith  Notes,  fcy  Rev.  J  .  S.  Watson,  M.A. 

'^ —  On  tbe  Nature  of  the  GodB^  Divi- 
nation, Fate,  Laws,  a  Republic,  Consul- 
ship. Trans.,  with  Nolea,  by  C.  D.  Vong«, 
B.A. 

— ^  AoademlCB,  De  Finrbus,  and  Tuscn- 
lan  Questions.  By  C.  D.  VonRe,  B.A. 
With  Sketch  of  the  Greek  Philosophers 
meationed  by  Cicero. 


CICERO'S  QttMoam.—ContiiHteiL 
— —  Ofllcea;    or.     Moral     Duties.  _  Cato 
Major,  an  E<isay  on  Old  Age  ;  Ljelius,  1 
£ssay  on    Friendship ;    Scipio's    Drear 
Paradoxes;    Letter  to  Quintus  on  Mag 
crates.    Trans.,  with  Notes,  by  C.  R. 
monds.     Portrait,     v  6i£ 

DEMOSTHENES'   Orations.     Tn 

with  Notes,  Arguments,  a  Chronoloeical 
Abstract,  and  Appendices,  by  C.  Kann 
Kennedy.     ;  voLs. 

DICTIOITAKT  of  LATIN  and  GREEK 

Quotations  ;  including  Proverbs,  Maxims, 
Mottoes,  Law  Terms  and  Phrases.  With 
the  Quantities  marked,  and  English  Trans- 
lations. 

With  Index  Verbonim  f6aa  pages).     6f. 

Index  Verbonim  to  the  above,  with  the 

Qnantitits  and  Accents  marked  (56  pages), 
lirap  cloth,     li. 

DIOGENES   LAERTXtrS.    LItab  and 

Opinions  of  the  Ancient  Philosophers. 
Trans.,  with  Notes,  by  C  D.  Yonge,  B.A. 

EFICTETirS.     Tbe    DieoonrBee    of. 

With  the  Encheiridion  and  Fragments. 
With  Notes,  Life,  and  View  of  his  Philo- 
sophy, by  George  Long,  M.A.     N.  S. 

EtrttlFIDES.  Trans.,  with  Notes  and  In- 
troduction, by  T.  A.  Buckley,  B.A.  Por- 
trait.   1  vols. 

QR££K  ANTHOLOGT.  In  EnglUh 
Prtjse  by  G.  Burges,  M.A.  With  Metrical 
Versions  by  Bland,  Merivale,  Lord  Den- 
man,  &c. 

GREEK  ROMANCES  of  Hellodoma, 

Lonjjiis,  and  .^(rhines  Tatius;  vij.,  The 
Adventures  of  Theagenes  and  Chariclea; 
Amours  uf  Daphnis  and  Chloe ;  and  Loves 
of  Clitopbo  and  Leucippe.  Trans.,  with 
Notes,  by  Rev   R.  Smith,  M.A. 

HERODOTUS.  Literally  trans,  by  Rev. 
Henry  Car>-,  M.A.     Portrait. 

HEBIOD,    CALLIMACHUS,    and 

Theognis.  In  Prose,  with  Notes  and 
Biographical  Notices  by  Rev.  J.  Banks, 
M.A.  Together  with  the  Metrical  Ver- 
sions of  He^od,  by  Elton ;  CalUmachus, 
by  Tjller  ;  and  Theognis,  by  Frere. 

HOMER'S  Hiftd,  In  English  Prose,  with 
Notes  by  T.  A.  Buckley,  B.A.     Portrait. 

- —  Odyssey,  Hyntos,  Epigrams,  and 
Battle  of  the  Frogs  and  Mice.  In  Eiiglish 
Prose,  with  Notes  and  Memoir  by  T.  A. 
Buckley,  B.A. 

HORACE.  In  Prose  by  Smart,  with  Notes 
selected  by  T.  A.  Buckley,  B.A.  For- 
trait.     V-  6d. 

JULIAN    THE    EMPEROR.     By 
Rev.  C.  W.  King,  M.A. 


I 


JUSTIN,   COIOIZXIUB  NEPOS,  and 

Euuoiiiui.  TraniL,  with  Notes,  by  Rer. 
J.  S.  Watwn,  M^. 

JOVENAI.,     PERSIXTS,     BUI.FICIA, 

and  Luciliuk  In  I'ro«e,  wilh  Notes, 
Chronoloeicsl  Tables,  Argumenls,  by  L. 
Eirans,  M.A.  To  which  U  added  the  Me- 
trical Version  of  Juvenal  and  Pcrsius  by 
Giflbnl.     Frunli-.^iicce. 

UVT.    The  History  of  Rome.    Trans. 

by  Dr.  Spilluji  ind  oIher^.     «  vol*.    Por- 
ttail. 
VUCAITB    Pharaolia.     In    Proiw,  with 
Notes  by  H.T.  Riiey. 

LUCIAN'S   Dialogtiea  of  the  Qoda, 

of  the  Sea  Guds,  aadol  the  Dead.  Truu. 
by  Howard  WilUams,  M.A. 

LUORETrnS.  Id  Prose,  with  Notes  and 
Biographical  Introduction  by  Rev.  J.  S. 
VVaLuin,  M.A.  I'o  which  is  added  the 
MctricaJ  Version  by  J.  M.  Good. 

MARTIAIj'S  EpigramB,  complete.  In 
Prose,  with  Verse  Translations  selected 
from  En^liMh  Poets,  and  other  sources. 
Dble.  vol.  (670  (lagcs),     7^.61^. 

MOBGHITS.— .Vrc  Theocrilm. 

OVID'8  'Worka,  compiete.  In  Prose, 
with  Notc^  and  Inlroduclion.     3  voU. 

PAU8AJNIAS'  Deacrlptlon  of  G-reeoe. 

rrnnslaled  into  I'^n^Hshf  with  Notes  and 
Index.  Iiy  .Arthur  Kichard  ShiJIeto,  M.A., 
sometime  Scholar  of  Trinity  College,  Cam- 
bridKC.    a  voL&. 

FH  AT.  A  RIB.    Bentler'a  Dluertatloiu 

upon  tile  EpiiiLle&  of  Phaliiris,  'i^hemisto- 
cles,  Socrates,  Euripides,  and  the  Fables 
uf  jEsop.  Wilh  EntroductioD  and  Notes 
by  Prof  W.  Wagner,  Ph.D. 

PIKDAR.  In  Prose,  with  iDtToduction 
.tnd  Notes  by  Dawson  W.  Turner.  To- 
^Lher  with  the  Metrical  Version  by  Abra- 
ham Moore.    Portrait. 

PULTO'B  Worka.  Trans.,  with  Intro- 
duction and  Notes,    C  vols. 

Dlalogmes.   A  Summary  and  Analyjiis 

uf.  With  .Analytical  Index  to  the  Greeic 
text  of  modem  edilioni  wid  to  the  above 
translations,  by  A.  Day,  LL.D. 

PLAUTUS'S  Comediea.  In  Prose,  with 
Notcsi  tuid  Index  by  H.  T.  Riley,  B.A. 
a  volb. 

PLINY'S  Natnrol  Hlatory.  Tr.ins., 
with  Notes,  by  J,  IJosiock,  M.D.,  F.R.S., 
»nd  H.  T.  Riley,  H.A.    6  vols, 

PLINT.  The  Lettora  of  FUny  the 
Younger.  Melmolh's  Translation,  revised, 
with  Notes  ajid  short  Life,  by  Rev.  F.  C. 
T.  Uosiuuiuet,  M.A. 


PLITTARCH^    Voralfl.     Theosopliical  ! 
Es.says.  TfajLs.  by C W.King. M.A.  N.S. 

EthluU  Eaaayv.     Trans,   by  A.  R. 

Shilleio,  M.A.     A'.i. 

Uvea.    Set  f aft  7. 

PROPERTIXTS,  The  Elegies  of.  With 
Notes,  Literally  translated  by  the  Rev.  P. 
J.  F.  Gantillon,  M.A.,  with  metrical  ver- 
sions of  Select  £legics  by  Nott  and  EUtoo. 
31.  W. 

QULNTILIAITS  Institntea  of  Oratory. 

I'rans.,  with  Notes  and  Biogruphit^ 
Notice,  by  Rev.  J.  S.  Watson,  M.A. 
a  vols. 

BAIJ.UST,  FLORUB,  and  VELI.Erua 

1'aierctilu.s.  Trans.,  with  Notes  and  Bio- 
graphical Notices,  by  J.  S.  Wbisod,  M.A. 

BENECA  DE  BENEFICttS.  Newly 
translated  by  Aubrey  Stewart,  M^A. 
V.  6rf.     A'.  .V, 

SENECA'S  Minor  TWTorlM.  Translated 
by  .A.  Stewart,  M..A.     N.S. 

BOPHOCLES.    The  TragedleB  of.    In 

Prose,  with  Notes,  Arguments,  and  Intro. 
duciion.     Portrait. 

STRABO'S  Geography.  Traius.,  with 
Notes,  by  W.  Falconer,  M.A.,  and  H.  C. 
HamiUon.  Copious  Index,  giving  Ancient 
and  Modern  Names.     3  voU. 

SUETONIUS'   Uvea   of  the   Twelve 

Csesar.'i  and    Lives  of  the    Gramnuuiaru. 
The  IVanslation  of  Thomson,  revised,  with 
Notes,  by  T.  Forester. 
TACITUS.     The  Works  of.     Trans., 

with  Notes,     a  vols. 

TERENCE  and  PHiEDRUB.     In  Eng- 

)i%h  I'roie,  with  Notes  and  .'Xrijuments,  by 
H.  T.  Riley,  B.A.  To  which  is  added 
Smart's  Metrical  Version  of  Ptucdrus. 
With  Frontispiece. 

THEOCRITUS,     BION,    MOSCHUS, 

and  Tyrta:u.s.  In  Prose,  wilh  Notes  and 
Arguments,  by  Rev.  J.  B.ink.<;,  M.A.  To 
which  ate  •■^pfiended  the  Metrical  Vep- 
SIONS  of  Cliapman.    Portrait  of  Theocritus. 

THUCTDIDE8.    The  Peloponneajan 

War.  Trans,,  with  Notes,  Sy  Rev.  B- 
Dale.     Portrait,     a  vols.     3.C.  (id.  each. 

TYRT.EU8.— .S«  Thtocriius. 

VIRGIi..     The  Worka  of.      In  Prose, 

with  Notes  by  Davidson.  Revised,  with 
additional  Notes  and  BioBraphical  Notice, 
by  T.  A.  Buckley,  B.A.     Portrait.     3*.  td. 

XENOPHON'S  Worka.  Trans.,  with 
Notes,  by  J.  S.  Watson,  M.A.,  and  others. 
Portiait,    In  3  vols. 
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COLLEGIATE    SERIES. 

lo  Foii.  a/  5j.  ea^h.     (2/.  lOr,  />er  set.) 


DABTTE.  ThQ  InAmO.  Prose  Trans., 
with  the  Text  of  the  Original  on  the  jame 
page,  and  Explanatory  Notes,  hy  John 
A.  Carlyle,  M.D.     Portrait,    ^r.  S. 

•  Tbe  Pnrgratoiio.    Prose  Trans. ,  with 

the  Original  on  the  same  page,  and  Kx- 
planaiory  Notes,  by  W.  S.  Dugdale.    N.  S. 

NE'W  TESTAMENT  (The)  In  Greek. 
Griesbach's  Text,  with  the  Readings  of 
Mill  andScfaolzal  the  fuot  ofthe  ijage.  and 
Parallel  References  in  the  marein.  Alio  a. 
Critical  Introduction  and  Cttronologrcal 
Tables.  Two  Fac-stroile»  of  Greek  Manu- 
scripts.    650  pages,     js.  bd, 

^^ —  or  bound  np  with  a  Greek  and  Englisk 
Lexicon  to  the  New  Testameni  (350  pages 
additional,  making  in  all  900).    5^. 

The  Lexicon    may  be  had  sepiuaUjy, 
price  zj. 

DOBR£E'B  AdverBarlA.  (Notes  on  the 
Greek  and  Latin  Classics-)  Edited  by  the 
Late  Prof,  WaKner,     1  voU. 


DONAIJ}SON  (Dr.)    The  Theatre 

the  Greeks.  WithSuppleracntorvTreatie 
on  the  LanguagEt  Metres,  and  Prosody  of 
the  Greek  Drainatiitts.  Numerous  lilus* 
iralioni  and  x  Plans.  By  J.  W.  Donald- 
son, D.D.    N.S. 

KEIGHTLEY'S  (Tbomu)  Mythology 

of  Andent  Greece  and  Italy.  Revised  by 
Leonhard  Schmitr,  Ph.D.,  LL.D.  >a 
Plates.     iV.  S. 

HERODOTUS,   Notea   on.     Ortglnal 

and  Selected  from  the  best  Commentatoiv. 
By  D.  W.  Turner,  M.A.     Coloured  Map. 

AnalralB  and  BnmmATT  of^  with 

a  Synchroniitical  Tabic  of  Events — Tabtes 
of  Weights,  Measures,  Money,  and  Dis- 
tance&  —  an  Outline  of  the  History  and 
Geography — and  the  Dates  coinptetedfrom 
Gai3ord,  Baehr,  &c.     By  J.  T.  Wheeler. 

THUCTDIDES.     An    Anolyaia    and 

Summary  of.  With  Chronological  Takle 
of  Evonts,  &c,  by  J.  I'.  Wheeler. 


SCIENTIFIC    LIBRARY. 

57  Vols,  at  Jj.  each,  excepting  those  marktd  otherwise.     (14/.  ijt.  per  set.) 

BRIDOEWATER   TREATISES^ 

Ch&lmera  on  the  Adaptation  of 


AQABSIZ  and  OOULD.  OnUlne  of 
Comparative  Physiology  touching  the 
Structure  and  Development  of  the  Races 
of  Animals  living  and  extinct.  For  Schools 
and  Colleges.  Enlarged  by  Dr.  Wright. 
With  Index  and  30a  I iTusLraiivc  Woodcuts. 

BOL LET'S    Manual    of  Technical 

Analysis ;  a  Guide  for  the  Testing  and 
Valuation  of  the  various  Natural  and 
Arto5ctal  Substances  employed  in  the  Arts 
and  Domestic  Economy,  founded  on  the 
work  of  Dr.  BoUey.  Edit,  by  Dr.  Paul, 
leo  Woodcuts. 

BRIDaEWATER  TREATISES. 

— —  Bell  (air  Charles)  on  the  Hand ; 

its  Mechanism  and  Vital  Sadowments,  as 
evincing  Destcn.  Preceded  by  an  Account 
of  the  Author  s  Discoveries  in  the  Nervous 
System  by  A,  Shaw.    Numerous  Woodcuts. 

~—  Klrhy  on  the  Hietory,  Habits, 
and  Instincts  of  Animals.  With  Notes  by 
T.  Rymer  Jones.     loo  Woodcuts,     a  voLs. 

Wheweira    Ajstronomy    and 

General  Physics,  considered  with  reference 
to  Natural  I'heology.  Portrait  of  the  Earl 
of  Bridgewater.     31.  6d, 
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External  Nature  to  the  Moral  and  Intel- 
lectual Constitution  of  Man.  With  Memoir 
by  Rev.  Dr.  Cumming.  Portrait. 
— -  Front's  Treatise  on  Chemlatry, 
Meteorology,  and  the  Function  of  Diges- 
tion, with  reference  to  Natural  Theology. 
Edit,  by  Dr.  J.  W.  Griffith,     a  Maps. 

Buokleuid'e  Geology  and  Miner- 
alogy. With  -Additions  by  Prof.  Owen, 
Prof  Phillips,  and  R.  Brown.  Mctnair  of 
Eucklond.  Portrait,  i  vols.  151.  Vol.  1. 
Text.  Vol.  11.  go  large  plate«  with  letter- 
press. 

- —  Roget's  Animal  and  Vegetable 
Physiology.  463  Woodcuts,  a  vols.  6s. 
each. 

Kldd  on  the  Adaptation  of  Ex- 
ternal Nature  to  the  Physical  Conditien  of 
Man.     )s.  6tt, 

CARPENTER'S  (Dr.  W.  B.}  Zoology. 

A  Systematic  View  of  the  Structure,  Ha- 
bits, Instincts,  and  U-ses  of  the  principal 
Fjunilies  of  the  Animal  Kingdom,  and  of 
the  chief  Forms  of  Fossil  Keniains.  Re- 
vised  by  W.  S.  Dallas,  F.L.S.  Numarmw 
Woedcuts.    3  vols.    ts.  each. 
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CA.RPENTER'8  Work».— Otx.*--/-/- 
MACb&nicaJ  PhUoaophy.  Astro- 

Dotny,  anil  HorijIoKy.  A  Popular  ExpO- 
ution.     iS:  WoodcuU. 

Vegetable  Phyvlolocr  *n<l  B^fa- 

tcmuic  Botany.  A  complete  InUuductioo 
to  di«  Knowledge  of  Plants.  Reviiad  by 
E.  Lankciter,  M.D.,  &c  NiuMroas 
WoodctiU.    tx. 

^_  Anlm*!  PbyvioIOgT.  Rerued  Edi-  , 
tioo.     30^  Woodcuts.     61.  I 

CHESS  CONORE8S  of  1862.  A  col-  ' 
kctian  t>r  the  game*  placed.  Edited  by  | 
J.  LSwrnttiJi!.     New  edition,  fj. 

CKEVREtflj  on  Colotir.  Cootuning 
the  Principles  of  Harmonjr  and  Contrast 
of  ColourA,  and  iheir  Application  to  the  j 
Art* ;  iDoluJing  Painting,  Decontioo,  I 
Ta)pestrie&,  Carpets,  Mc»aics,  Glaiing, 
Staining,  Calico  Printing,  Letterpress 
Printing,  Map  Coloiuing,  Dress^  Land- 
scape and  Ftower  Gardening,  &c.  Trans. 
by  C.  Martel.     Several  Plates. 

— —  With  an  additional  series  of  i6  PUtes 
in  Colours,  71.  6d.  1 

ENIfEMOSER'S    HlstOIT   of  Maclc. 

Trans,  by  W.  Howitt.     With  an  Appendix 
of  the  most  remarkable  and  best  aathenti- 
cated    Stories   of   Apparitioas,    Dreams,    | 
Second  Sight,  Tabte-TBming,  and  Spirit.    1 
Rapping,  &c.    »  volv  ' 

HIND'S  IntrodnctioB  to  Astranomy.    ' 
With  VocaliuUry  of  the  Temu  in  present. 
use.     Numerous  Woodcuts.     3*.  M,   NS, 

BOOO'S  (Jabes)  Elementa  of  £xp«n* 

mental  and  Natural  Philosophy.  Being 
an  Easy  Intradaction  to  the  Study  of 
Mechanics,  Paeumatics,  Hydrostatics, 
HydFanlics,  Acoustics,  Optics,  Caloric, 
BHCtiicitv,  Voltaism,  and  Magnetism. 
400  Woodcuts.  1 

HUMBOUIT'S  Coamoa;   or,  Sketch 
of  a  Physical  Description  or  the  Universe.    ; 
Trans,  by  E.  C.  Otte,  B.  H.  Paul,  and    ' 
W.   S,  Dallas,   F.L.S.     Portrait.     5  vols.     ' 
3t,  Gd,  each,  excepting  vol.  v.,  jr. 

— -^  PenonalNarratlTe  of  hlsTravelB 

in  America  during  the  year?  X799*iSo4. 
Trans.,  with  NotEs,  by  T.  Ross.    3  vols.       ' 

Vlawa  of  ITattire ;  or,  Contem-    \ 

plations  of  the  Sublime  Phenomena  of 
Creation,  with  Scientific  Illustrations. 
Tians.  by  E.  C  Otti. 

HUHT'S  (Robert)  Poetry  of  Science  : 

or,  Studies  of  the  Physical  Phenomena  of 
Nature.      By   Robert  Hunt,  Professor  at    I 
the  School  of  Mine-!. 

JOTOE'S     Scientiflc     Diolornea.     A  | 

PuniltBr    Introduction   to    the    Arts   and  j 

Saeacci.    For  Schools  and  Young  People.  I 
NumeTovs  Woodcuts. 


JOYCE'S  Introdactloii  to  the  Arte 

and  Scieni:es,  for  Schools  and  Voang 
People.  Divided  into  Lessons  with  Ex- 
aminarioo  Qnestions.     Woodcnts.    y.  td- 

J  DKE8>BRO  WNE'S  Stndenf •  Hand* 

book  of  Physical  Geology.  By  A.  J. 
Jukes-Browne,  >i(  the  Geological  Survey  of 
England.  With  numerous  Diagrams  and 
lUostratiotis,  tt.    M".  S. 

The   Stadeat's    Handbook    of 

Historical  Geology.  By  A.  J.  Jukes- 
Brown,  B.A,,  F.G.S.,  of  the  Geological 
Sorvey  of  England  and  Wales.  With 
numerous  Diagrams  and  Illustrations.    6s, 

' —  The  Bnildin?  of  the  British 
Islands.  A  Study  In  Geographical  Evolu- 
tion. By  A.  J.  JnfcesBrowne,  F.G.S. 
7/.  6J.    X.S. 

KNIQHTS  (Charles)   Knowledge  la 

Power.  A  Popular  Manual  of  Political 
Economy. 

ISLLY,    Introduction  to  Aatrology, 

With  a  Grammar  of  Astrology  and  Tables 
for  calculikling  Nativities,  by  ZsdkieL 

BIAKTEIX'S  (Dr.)  Geological  Ex- 
cursions through  the  Isle  of  Wight  and 
along  the  Dorset  Coast.  Numerous  Wood- 
cuts and  Geological  Map. 

— ^  Petrtfactiona  and  their  Teach- 
ings. Handbook  to  the  Organic  Remains 
inthe  British  Museum.  Numerous  Wood- 
cnts.   tt. 

Wonders   of    Oeology ;    or,    » 

Familiar  Exposition  of  Geological  Pbeno. 
o^eiia.  A  coloured  Geologital  Map  of 
England,  Plates,  and    aoo  Woodcuts,    m 

vols.  7X.  6J.  each. 

MORPHY'S  Gamei  of  Cheaa,  being 

the  Matches  and  best  Games  played  by  tike 
American  Champion,  with  explanatory  and 
analytical  Notes  by  J.  Ldwenthal.  With 
short  Memoir  and  Portrait  of  Morphy. 

SCHOmnrs  ^&rth,  Planta,  and  Man. 

Popular  Pictures  of  Nature.  And  Ko- 
bell's  Sketches  from  the  Mineral  Kingdoia. 
Trans,  by  A.  Henfrey,  F.R.S.  Cotouted 
Map  of  the  Geography  of  Plants. 

SMITH'S  (Pye)  Geology  and  Scrip- 
ture :  or,  the  Relation  between  the  Scriptures 
and  Geological  Science.    With  Memoir. 

STANLEYS  Clasalfled  Synopsla  of 
the  Principal  Painters  of  the  Dntch  and 
Flemish  Schools,  including  an  Account  of 
some  of  the  early  German  Masters.  By 
George  Stanley. 

STAUKTON'&  Cheee-PIayer's  Hand- 
book. A  Popular  and  Scientific  Intro- 
duction to  the  Game,  with  numerous  Dia- 
grams and  Coloured  Frontispiece.    ^.J, 


STATnVTON. — ContiHuttL 

CbU8  PrAZifl.     A  Supplemeiit  ID  the 

Ctteu-pUyer's  Handbook.  Containing  the 
most  iniportaiit  modeni  Improvements  in 
the  Openings  ;  Code  of  Chess  Laws  ;  and 
a  Selection  of  Morphy'a  Games.  Anootated. 
636  pages.     Diagrams.     6t. 

— —  Ctaeea-Plarer'a  Oompanlaii- 
Comprising  a  Treatise  on  Odds,  Collection 
of  Match  Gaines,  including  the  French 
Match  with  M.  St .  Araant,  and  a  Selection 
of  Orieinal  Problems.  Diagrams  and  Co- 
ioured  Frontispiece. 

- —  CheM    ToTumojaent    of    iSSli. 

A  Collection  of  Games  played  at  this  cele- 
brated assemblage.  With  Introduction 
and  Kotes.    Numerous  Dia£rams. 


STOCKHARDT'S     ExparimentiU 

Ch^nustry.  A  Handboolc  fnr  the  Study 
of  the  Science  by  simple  Experiments. 
Edit,  by  C  W.  Heaton,  f  .C.S.  Nu- 
merous Woodcuts.    AT.  .?. 

DUE'S  (Dr.  A.)  Cotton  Manofttottira 
of  Great  Britain,  systemaiically  investi- 
gated ;  with  an  Introductory  View  of  itt 
Comparative  State  in  foreign  Countries. 
Revised  by  F.  L.  SLmmonds.  150  lUos- 
tratioos.     >  vols. 

— ^  Phlloflophy    of   MannfactnreBi 

or  an  Exposition  of  the  Scientific,  Moral, 
and  Commercial  Economy  of  the  Factory 
System  of  Great  Britain.  RevUed  by 
P.  L.  Simmonds.  Nunieroui^  Figures. 
Boo  pages.    '71.  6J. 


ECONOMICS   AND   FINANCE. 

GELBART'S  Hlrtory,  PrlnclploB,  and  Praettca  of  BanklnK.    Revised  to  iSSt  1 
A.  S.  Michie,  of  the  Ro^  Bank  of  ScotUad.    Poitnit  of  Gilbart.    3  vols.     tot.     N.  i 


REFERENCE   LIBRARY. 

28  Volumes  at  Various  Prices.     {S/.  i^s.  ptr  set.) 


BLAIH'B  Cliianoloe:lcal  Tables. 
Comprehending  the  Chronology  and  His- 
tory of  the  World,  from  the  Earliest  Times 
to  the  Ru.«ian  Treaty  of  Peace,  April  1856. 
By  J .  W.  Rosiie.     Boo  pages.     lor. 

^^^  Index  of  Date*.  Comprehending 
the  principal  Facts  in  the  Chronology  and 
History  of  the  World,  from  the  Earliest  to 
the  Present,  alphabetically  arranged ;  b«ing 
a  complete  Index  10  ihc  foregoing.  By 
J.  W.  Rosse.    a  vols.  Si.  each. 

BOHfTS  Dictionary  of  Qnotatlona 
from  the  English  Poets.  4th  and  cbeatper 
Edition.     61. 

BOND'S  HandT-book  of  Rules  and 
Tables  for  Verifying  D.-iits  with  thi;  Chris- 
tian Era.     4th  Edition.     A'.  S. 

BD  CHAN  AITS  Dlotionar7  of  Sclenoe 
and  TetJinical  Terms  used  in  Philosophy, 
Literature,  Professions,  Commerce,  ArtH, 
and  Trades.  By  W.  H.  Buchanan,  with 
Supplement.  Edited  by  Jas.  A.  Smith.  &r. 

CBRONTCLES  OF  THE  TOMBS.  A 
Select  Collection  of  Epitaphs,  with  Essay 
on  Epitaphs  and  Observations  on  Sepul- 
chral Aniiqiiiiies.  By  T.  J.  Petligtew, 
F.R.S.,  F.S.A.     jr. 

CLAKK'S  nanffh)  Introduction  to 
Heraldry.  Revised  by  J,  R.  PUlDchi.  ^J. 
950  Illustrations. 

IVitk  tht  JUtutratunu  cetaurtd,   15J. 

N.S. 


COtNS,  BflaBDal  ot.—Sft  Humfknyt. 
DATES,  Index  of.— .Tm  Blair.  fl 

DICTIONARY  of  Obiiolete  and  Fro> 

vincifil  English.  Containing  Words  from 
English  Writers  previous  to  the  ijth 
Century.  By  Thomas  Wright,  M.A. 
F.S.A.,  &c.    a  vols.  51.  each. 

EPIGRAMMATISTS  (The).  A  Selec- 
tion from  t-be  li  pi  gram  ma  In:  Liternture  rf 
Ancient,  Med>.-eval,  ami  Miid^irii  Times. 
With  Introduction,  Notes,  Observations, 
Illustrations,  an  Appendix  on  Works  con- 
nected with  Epigrammatic  Literatturc, 
by  Rev.  H.  Dodd,  M.A.    6i.    N.  S. 

QAMES,  Handbook  of.  Comprising 
Treatises  <in  above  40  Games  of  Chance, 
Skill,  and  Manuai  Dexterit)',  including 
WhUt,  Billiards,  &c  EdiL  by  Henry  G. 
Boho.    Numerous  Diagrams.    5X,    N.  S. 

HEN  FRET'S    Onldo    to     EsrUbU 

Coins.  Revised  Edition,  by  C.  F.  Keary. 
M.A.,  F.S.A.  With  an  Historical  Intro- 
duction,   ts.    N,  S, 

HUMPH  BETS'  CoLn  Collectors' 
Manual.  An  Histnrical  Account  of  the 
Progress  of  Coinage  frcm  the  Earliest 
Time,  by  H.  N.  Hompbreys.  140  Illus- 
trations.    2  vqU.  51,  each.     AT.  S. 


LOWNDES'  BlbUoBTKpbar's  Haoiwl 

of  Eagliih  Literature.  Contaming  an  Ac- 
canal  of  Rare  and  Curiou.s  ISoolcs  pub- 
Killed  in  or  relating  to  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  from  the  Invention  of  Printing, 
with  Biographical  Notices  and  Priceit, 
fcy  W.  T.  Lowndes.  Parts  I  .-X.  (A  to  Z), 
V-  (xi.  each.  Part  XL  (Appendix  Vol.), 
5f.  Or  the  ti  parts  in  4  vols,,  half 
morocco,  a/,  at. 

MEDICINE,  Hitndbook  of  Domestic, 

Popularly  Arranged.  \iy  Dr.  H.  Daviea. 
700  pages.     St- 

NOTED  NAMES  OF  FICTION. 
Dictionary'  of.  Including  also  Faxniliar 
Pieudonyms,  SurnainES  bestowed  on  Emi- 
nem Mer,  &c.  By  W.  A.  Wheeler,  M.A. 
S*.     N.S. 

POLITICAL  CTCLOF£DLA..  A 
DicUoiuiry    of    Political,     Constitutional, 


Statistical,  and  Forensic  Knowledge ;  ^^ 
forming  a  Work  of  Reference  on  subjects^H 
cfClvirAdminisiration,  Politic&l  EcononiyJ^| 
Finance,  Commerce,  Laws,  and  Sociai^B 
Relatione.     4  voU.  3^.  6J.  each. 

FRpVERBS,  Handbook  of.  Con- 
taining an  entire  Republication  of  Ray's 
Collection,  with  Additions  from  Foreign 
Languages  and  Saying,  Sentence:,, 
Maxims,  and  Phrases.     51. 

A   Polyglot   of  Foreisti.     Com- 

nising  Frem:h,  Italian,  German,  Dutch,  , 
Spanis.h,  Portuguese,  iind  Danish.     Wil 
English  Translations,     jj. 

8TNONTMS  and    ANTONTMS;   or,| 

Kindred  Wurds  and  their  Opposites,  CoU 
lectcd    and    Contrasted    by    Ven.     C,    JvJ 
Smith,  M.A.     Si.    A'.  J. 

WRIGHT  Cnx.)—Set  DJctumary. 


NOVELISTS'    LIBRARY. 

li  Vehimes  at  y.  6/.  each,  excepting  those  marked  otherwise,  (2/.  gj.  per  set.) 

BITRNET'8  Evelina ;  or,  a  Youm; 
Lady's  Kntrance  into  the  World.  By  F. 
Bumey  (Mme.  D'Arblay).  With  Intro- 
duction and  Notes  by  A.  R.  Ellis,  Author 
of 'Sylvestia,' &C.     JV,  ^. 

Cecilia.       With    Inlroductioa    and 

Notes  by  A.  R.  EUis.     2  vols.     ff.  S. 

D£   STAEL.      Corlnne  or   Italy. 

Ky    Madame    de    .Stacl.      Translaled    by 
F.iitily  Baldwin  and  Paulina  Driver. 
EBERS'  Egyptian  FrlnceiB.     Trans, 
by  Kmma  Buchhelm.     N.S. 

FIELDING'S    Joseph   Andrew!  and 

his  Friend  Mr.  Abraham  Adams.  With 
Roscoe's  Biography.  CntiAihanM's  IHtu- 
tratifftu.    N.  S. 


TTElJiTSQ,—C<mtiMutd. 

Amelia.     Roscoc's  Edition,  revised, 

CruikskaMk's  lUuttratioHs.     y.     N.  S. 

— -  History  of  Tom  Jonesi  a  Foond- 

Jing.      Roscoe's    Edition.      Cruikshaitli't 
lUuit rttiiom.    1  vols.     A'.  JT. 

QROSSrS    Marco    VlBcontL      Trans, 

by  A.  F.  D.     N.  S. 

MANZONI.     The   Betrothed:    being 

a    Translation    of    '  I    Promeiisi    Sposi? 
Numerous  Woodcuts,     i   vol.  (731  pages),  I 
SS.     JV..i'. 
STOWE  {Mra.  H.  B.)     Dncle  Tom'a  j 
Cabin :  or.  Life  among  the  Lowly.    8  ftAU 
page  lUnsCnttioiii.    Jv.  S. 
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ARTISTS'    LIBRARY. 

9  Ve/umes  at  Various  Prices.     {2/.  Sj.  dd.  per  set.) 


BELL  (Sir  Cbarlee).  The  Anatomy 
and  Philosophy  of  Expression,  as  Con- 
nected with  the  Fine  Arts.     jr.     N.  S. 

DEMMIN.  History  of  ArtnB  and 
Armour  from  the  Earliest  Period.  By 
Auguste  Demmin.  Trans,  by  C.  C. 
BIacJc,  M.A.,  Assistant  Keeper,  5.  K. 
Mtueum.    1900 Illustrations,   ^i.fid.   N.S. 

FAIBHOLT'S  Coatmne  in  England. 
Third  Edition,  Enlarged  and  Revised  by 
the  Hon.  H.  A.  Billon,  F.S.A.  With 
mare  than  700  Engravings,  a  vols.  jr. 
each.  N.  S. 
Vol.  1.  HUtory.    V&L    I.  Glossary. 

FLAXMAN.  Lectarei  on  Sculpture, 
Wuh  Three  Addresses  to  the  R.A.  by  Sir 
Vi.  WevUHACOit,  R.A.,  and  Memou-  o 
fJaxaiau.  Portrait  and  51  Plfti^*-  &»•  ^"^■ 


HE  AT  ON '3    Concise    History    of  j 

Painting.  New  Edition,  revised  by  | 
W.  Cosmo  Monkhousc.     5s.     N.S. 

LECTTTSES    ON    FAINTINO   by   thc-l 
Royal  Academicians,  Barry,  Opi«,  Fuseli. 
With   Introductory   Essay  and    notes  by 
R.  WomuiD.    Portrait  of  Fuseli. 

LEONARDO   DA   TINCFS   Treatiu  ( 
on  Painting.   Tran.s,  by  J-  F.  Rigaud,  R.A. 
With  a  J^ilfe  and  an  Account  of  his  Works  \ 
by  J.W-  Brown.  Numerous  Plates,  jr.  N.S. 

PLANCHE'S    History    of    British 

Costume,  from  the  Earliest  Time  to  tha  ' 
igth  Century.  By  J.  R.  Planchi.  400  { 
Illustratioiu.     5/.     N,  S. 


BOHN'S  CHEAP  SERIES. 

PRICE  ONE  SHILLING  EACH. 


A  Serits  of  Complete  Stories  or  Essays,  mostly  reprinted  from  Vot 
in  Bohn's  Libraries,  and  neatly  bound  in  stiff  paper  cover^ 
■with  cut  edges,  suitable  for  Railway  Reading. 


ASCHAM  {ROGER).— 

SCHOLEM ASTER.    By  Professor  Mayor. 

CARPENTER  {DR.   W.  B.].— 

PHYSIOLOGY    OF    TEMPERANCE    AND     TOTAL    Al 
STINENCE. 

EMERSOJV.— 

ENGLAND  AND  ENGLISH  CHARACTERISTICS.   Lectures 

on  the  Race,  Ability,  Manners,  Truth,  Character,  Wealth,  Religion.  &c  Slc 

NATURE :  An  Essay.     To  which  are  added  Orations,  Lectures 
and  Addresses. 

REPRESENTATIVE  MEN  :  Seven  Lectures  on  Plato,  SwK;^ 
IXSMBORG,  MoNTAtr.NF.,  Shakf,speare,  Napoleon,  and  Goethe. 

TWENTY  ESSAYS  on  Various  Subjects. 
THE  CONDUCT  OF  LIFE. 

FRANKLIN  {BENJAAflN).— 

AUTOBIOGRAPHY.    Edited  by  J.  Sparks. 

HA  WTHORNE  {NA  THANIEL).— 

TWICE-TOLD  TALES.     Two  Vols,  in  Ooe 
SNOW  IMAGE,  and  other  Tales. 
SCARLET  LETTER. 

HOUSE  WITH  THE  SEVEN  GABLES. 
TRANSFORMATION  ;  or  the  Marble  Fawn.     Two  Parts, 

HAZUTT  {W.y— 

TABLE-TALK  :  Essays  on  Men  and  Manners,     Three  Parts 

PLAIN    SPEAKER ;    Opinions  on  Books,   McUt    and   Things ' 
Three  Parts. 

LECTURES  ON  THE  ENGLISH  COMIC  WRITERS. 

LECTURES  ON  THE  ENGLISH  POETS. 


BAZLITT  [iV,).—C»ntiMud. 

LECTURES    ON   THE    CHARACTERS    OF   SHAKE- 
SPEARE'S PLAYS. 

LECTURES   ON   THE   LITERATURE  OF  THE  AGE  OF 

ELIZABETH,  chiefly  Dramatic 

IRVING  (WASHINGTON).— 

LIFE  OF  MOHAMMED.    With  Portrait. 

LIVES  OF  SUCCESSORS  OF  MOHAMMED. 

LIFE  OF  GOLDSMITH. 

SKETCH-BOOK. 

TALES  OF  A  TRAVELLER. 

TOUR  ON  THE  PRAIRIES. 

CONQUESTS  OF  GRANADA  AND  SPAIN.    Two  Parts. 

LIFE  AND  VOYAGES  OF  COLUMBUS.    Two  Parts. 

COMPANIONS   OF    COLUMBUS:   Their  Voyages  and  Dis- 1 

coveries, 

ADVENTURES  OF  CAPTAIN  BONNEVILLE  in  the  Rocky 

Mountains  and  the  Fax  WesL 
KNICKERBOCKER'S  HISTORY  OF  NEW  YORK,  from  the  | 
Beginniiif  of  the  World  to  the  End  of  the  Dutch  Dynasty. 

TALES  OF  THE  ALHAMBRA. 

CONQUEST     OF    FLORIDA    UNDER    HERNANDO    DE 

SOTO. 
ABBOTSFORD  AND  NEWSTEAD  ABBEY. 

SALMAGUNDI;    or,    The    Whim-Whams   and    Opinions    af 
Launcelot  Langstaff,  Esq. 

BRACEBRIDGE  HALL;  or,  The  Humourists. 

ASTORIA  ;  or,  Anecdotes  of  an  Enterprise  beyond  the  Rocky 

Mountains. 

WOLFERT'S  ROOST,  and  Other  Tales. 

LAMB  (CHARLES].-^ 

ESSAYS  OF  ELIA.    With  a  Portrait. 
LAST  ESSAYS  OF  ELIA. 
ELIANA.    With  Biographical  Sketch. 

MARR  YA  T  (CAPTAIN). 

PIRATE  AND  THE  THREE  CUTTERS. 
the  Author, 


With  a  Memoir  of 
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TTu  only  authorised  Edition;  no  others  published  in  England  contaim 
the  Derivations  and  Etymologiccd  Notes  of  Dr.  Makn^  who         ^| 
devoted  sez'erai  years  to  this  portion  of  the  Work.  ^B 

^W^EBSTER'S     DICTIONARY  _ 

OF   THE    ENGLISH    LANGUAGE.  | 

Thoroughly  revised  and  improved  by  Chauncky  A.  Goodrich,  D.D.,  LL.D., 
and  Noah  PoaTER,  D.D.,  of  Yale  College. 
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THE    GUINEA    DICTIONARY. 

New  EdiiioD  [iSSoJ,  with  a  Supplement  of  upwards  of  4600  New  Words  and  ' 

Meanings. 
1328  Fagea.    3OO0  lUustratlona.  h 

The  features  of  this   volume,   which   render  it   perhaps  the   most  usefbl^l 
Dictionary  for  general  reference  extant,  as  it  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  cheapest 
books  ever  published,  are  as  follows  : — 

1.  Completeness, — It  contains  114,000  words. 

2.  Acci/RACV  Of  Definition, 

3.  Scientific  and  Technical  Tbems. 

4.  Etymology. 
B.  The  Orthockaphy  is  based,  as  far  as  possible,  on  Fixed  Principle 

6.  Pronunciation. 

7,  The  Illustrative  Citatioms. 

8,  The  Synonyms. 

9.  The  Illustrations,  which  exceed  3000. 
Cloth,  211.  ;  half-bound  in  calf,  3ar.  ;  calf  or  half  russia,  31/,  Gf/L ;  russia,  2A 


With  New  Biographical  Appendix^  containing  over  9700  Natnes. 

THE   COMPLETE    DICTIONARY 

Contains,  in  addition  to  the  above  matter,  several  valuable  Literary  Appendices, 

and  70  extra  pages  of  Illustrations,  grouped  and  classified.  ^| 

I  vol,  1919  pages,  cloth,  3IJ.  td.  ^^ 

'  Certainly  the  best  practical  English  Dictionary  extant.' — Quarttrly  Review,  1&73. 

Prospectuses,  with  Specimen  Pages,  sent  post  free  on  application. 


To  be  obtained  through  all  Bookselltrt, 
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Price  IS.  in  paper  covers,  and  is.  6d.  in  cloth. 
T.  Bacon's  Essays.     With  Introduction  and  Notes. 

2.  Lessing'S  Laokoon.     Beasley's  Translation,  revised,  with  Intro- 

duction, Noici,  Sc,  by  r.dwarii   Rcll,  M.A. 

3.  Dante's  Inferno.     Translated,  with  Notes,  by  Rev.  H.  F.  Carj^™ 

4.  Goethe's   Faust.     Part  I.     Translated,   with    Introduction,  bl| 

Anna  Swanwick.  ^^B 

5.  Goethe's   Povhood.     Being    Part    I.    of   the    Autobiography. 

Trnnslaletl  by  J.  Oxenforct. 

6.  Schiller's  Mary  Stuart  and  The  Maid  of  Orleans.  Trans- 

lated bjr  J.  Mcllish  nml  Aniiii  Swanwicl*. 

7.  The  Queen's  English.     By  the  late  Dean  Alford. 

8.  Life  and  Labours  of  the  l.«e  Thomas  Brassey.     By  Sir 

A.  Helps  K.C.R. 

9.  Plato's  Dialogue's:  The  Apology — Crito— Phaedo — Protagoras. 

With  Introductions. 

10.  MoLifeRE's  Plays:  The  Miser— Tartuffe— The  Shopkeeper  turned 

Geiit]eman,     With  brief  Memoir. 

11.  Goethe's  Reineke  Fox,  in  English  Hexameters.     By  A.  Rogers. 

12.  Oliver  Goldsmith's  Plays. 

13.  Lessing'S  Plays:  Nathan  the  Wise— Minna  von  Bamhelm. 

14.  Plautus's  Comedies:  Trinummus — Menaechmi^Aulularia  — 

Cnptivi. 

15.  Waterloo  Days.     By  C.  A.  Eaton.     With  Preface  and  Notes 

Edward  Bell. 

16.  Demosthfnes— On    the    Crown.     Translated    by    C.    Rann 

Kenncdy- 

17.  The  Vicar  of  Wakefield,  | 

18.  Oliver  Cromwell.     By  Dr.  Reinhold  Pauli. 

19.  The  Perfect  Life.     By  Dr.  Channing.     Edited  by  his  nephew, 

Rev.  \V.  H.  CliamiiriK. 

20.  Ladies  IN  Parliament,  Horace  at  Athens,  and  other  pieces, 

by  Sir  George  Otco  Trevetyar,  Ban. 

21.  Defoe's  The  Plague  in  London.  . 

22.  Irving'.s  Life  of  Mahcmet.  ■ 

23.  Horace's  Odes,  by  various  hands.  [On/  of  print, 

24.  Burke's  Essay  on  'The   Subllme  and  Beautiful.'     With 

Shoil  Memoir. 

25.  Hauff'.s  Caravan. 
36.  Sheridan's  Plays. 
27.  Dante's  Puroatorio.     Translated  by  Cary. 

To  be  folimved  l>y 

Harvey's  Treatise  on  thk  Circulation  of  the  Blood. 

CicF.Ro's  Friendship  and  Old  Age. 
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